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Dr.  Benj.  Rush  to  Owen  Biddle,  1776. 

Aug.  1776. 
I^Sir: 

I  find  our  Counsel  of  Safety  have  jnst  received  a  supply  of  money 
from  the  Congress,  you  will  therefore  much  Oblige  me  by  laying 
our  acc^  before  them.  I  hope  you  will  not  forget  the  extraordinary 
services  to  the  arUllery  company,  &c.  not  mentioned  in  the  vote  of 
the  late  Committee  of  Safety  respecting  our  Salery.  You  will  find 
the  day  we  left  off  attending  the  boats  by  looking  for  the  date  of 
D'  Dunlap,  (the  present  Surgeon's)  appointment. 

Yours  affectionately, 

B.  RUSH. 
Tuesday. 

Directed, 

M'  Owen  Biddle. 


Men  in  Actual  Pay  in  the  Service  op  Pennsylvania 

First  op  August,  1776. 


List  of  Men  in  Actual 
State  of  Pennsylvania 
Muster  Rolls. 


Pay,  Officers  include^  in  the  Service  of  the 
ia,  to  the  first  *of  August,  1776,  as  ^  the 


First  Battall-  of  Pennsyl.  Rifle  Regim*.  S.  Miles,  Esq'.,  Col. 

L.  Farmer's  Company,     -  -  -  -    78 

P.  Albright's      do.    -  -  -  -  84 

A.  Llongs  do.  -  -  -  -    51 

H.  Shades  do.    -  -  -  -  72 

R.  Brown's  do.         -  -  -  -    02   • 

C.  Weitzall's       do.   -  -  -  -  70 

—417 
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over,  417 


Second  Batall". 

J.  Muiry*B 

do. 

-    71 

P.  Grub's 

do.   - 

68 

J.  Manhairs 

do. 

-    78 

W.  Peebles' 

do.   - 

91 

J.  Iran's 

do. 

.    68 

H.  Christ's 

do.    • 

64 
_430_847 

Baitall-  of  Musquetrj.     S.  J.  Atlee,  Esq'.;  Col. 

P.  Anderson's 

Company, 

.    49 

P.  Z.  Lloyd's 

do.  - 

38 

S".  Murr/s 

do. 

-    49 

Jos.  McClellaD 

's  do.  - 

50 

A.  Dehnff's 

do. 

-    69 

T.  Herbert's 

do.  - 

65 

J.  Nioe's 

do. 

.    50 

J.  Howell's 

do.  - 

47 

—      897 


Cap*  T.  Proctor's  Comp^  of  Artillery, 


1244 
121 


-1865 


Ship  Montgomery, 

Floating  Battery, 

Congress, 

Franklin, 

Effingham, 

Dickenson, 

Chatham, 

Hancock, 

Warren, 

Burke, 

Cambden, 

Bull  Dog, 

Washington, 

Experiment 

Ranger, 

Sallamander, 

Porcupine, 

Brimstone, 

Terror, 

Vulture,  • 

Eagle, 


The  Navy,  viz*. 

Sam^  Davison,  Esq., 
Lieu^  J.  Hennesey, 
Jn**.  Hambleton, 
Nathan  Boyce, 
H.  Montgomery, 
John  Rice, 
Jam".  Montgomery, 
Tho".  Mooie, 
Tho*.  Houstin, 
James  Blair, 
Rich**.  Ayres, 
Ales'.  Henderson, 
H.  Dougherty, 
Liou^  B.  Thompson, 
Lieu^  R^  Hinne, 
Charles  LawrencO; 
R'.  Tatnell, 
W.  Watkin, 
R*.  Hardie, 
W.  Greenway, 
Jacob  Hancc, 


138 
82 
41 
46 
25 
33 
34 
47 
24 
20 
85 
41 
43 
28 
30 
15 
12 
11 
13 
11 
12 
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over,  741      1365 
Fire  Brig  Vesuviue,  Edw*.  Bingley,        5 

do.  Sloop  Etna,  W.  OamblO;  4 

—  9 

Sloop  Hetty,  H.  Hoover,  3 

do.  Defyance,  A.  Oardnrri  8 

SchooD*^  Ljdia,  J.  Simpeon,  6 

Sloop  SaUy,  M.  Wirt,  7 

.  —        18  768 

Total  amount  of  Fleet  &  Land  forces  in  ihe-Senrioe    -—        ■ 
of  the  State  of  Penosyl-  to  the  Ist  August,  1776,  2133 

LOD^.  SPaOGBL,  M.  M. 
Directed. 
Estimate  to  Ist  August,  1776. 
For 

The  Council  of  Safety. 


Col.  B.  Miles  to  Committeb,  1776. 

Camp  aft  Amboy,  Aug«  2<,  1776. 
Gentlemen : 

There  is  now  a  month's  pay  due  to  the  troops  under  my  Com- 
mand ;  you  must  be  sensible  that  punctual  payment  of  Troops  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  the  army,  as  it  preveuts  uneasiness  & 
mutiny,  and  without  it  proper  disciplioe  cannot  be  kept  up.  I 
therefore  hope  you  will  Order  the  immediate  payment  of  those 
ttoder  your  care.  I  have  had  too  much  Trouble  already  not  to  bo 
anxious  about  their  pay,  &  hope  you  will  excuse  my  troubling  you 
on  this  subject. 

1  am,  Gentlemen,  your  most 

Obedient 

H'ble  Serv*, 

SAM».  MILES. 

Direcied. 

To  the  Hon^^'  Committee  of  Safety  for  Pennsylvania, 
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Col.  Atlbb  to  Committee,  1776. 

Perth  Amboy,  August  2«,  1776. 
Sir, 

Th6  service  of  the  State  at  the  time  I  rec'  orders,  absolutely 
required  the  march  of  the  Battalion  of  Musqutteers  under  my  Com- 
mand, altho  they  were  by  no  means  prepared.  The  agent  appointed 
to  provide  the  troops  in  necessaries  has  been  extremely  deficient, 
numbers  of  the  Battalion  are  now  without  either  shirts,  Breeches 
or  stockings,  articles  net  to  be  procured  here.  I  should  be  extremely 
obliged  to  the  Committee  to  order  a  Quantity  of  the  above  articles 
to  the  Battalion,  for  in  their  present  state,  the  soldier  cannot  be 
kept  clean,  and  consequently  will  be  unhealthy,  they  with  great 
justice  complain  for  want  of  necessaries,  and  was  it  not  for  the  strict- 
ness of  discipline  kept  up,  I  should  be  difficulted  to  keep  th^m  to 
their  duty.  Were  we  situated  any  other  were  than  in  the  Face  of 
the  Enemy  I  should  look  upon  it  as  a  piece  of  cruelty  to'  keep  so 
strict  a  stand  over  them  in  the  Condition  they  are,  but  4he  least 
relaxation  might  be  of  infinite  disservice.  I  must  therefore  earnestly 
beg  that  at  least  500  shirts  and  pair  of  stockings  with  a  100  pair  of 
leather  breeches  may  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible.'*' 

After  laying  before  your  Hon'ble  board  the  State  of  the  Battalions 
with  respect  to  the  necessaries  most  immediately  wanted,  I  must 
beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  notice  the  Adjutant  of  the  Battalion 
Mr.  Francis  Mintzes  as  a  Gentleman  of  merit  and  much  useful 
military  knowledge,  the  Adjutants  of  the  other  Battalions  (which 
has  been  the  custom  always)  enjoy  the  Rank  and  pay  of  Lieutenant 
annexed  to  their  adjutancy,  to  enable  them  to  live  decently,  and  to 
recompense  them  for  the  great  Trouble  they  must  have  in  performing 
the  duties  of  that  office  with  punctuallity  and  exactness.  None  in 
my  opinion,  deserve  it  with  more  justice  than  M'.  Mintzes,  and  I 
dare  say  you  will  think  with  me  that  there  can  be  no  reason  why 
officers  of  iJie  same  Rank  and  doing  the  same  duties^  in  different 
Battalions,  should  receive  more  pay,  or  greater  indulgences  from  the 
Hon'ble  the  Committee  of  Safety.  The  Adjutancy  I  apprehend  not 
to  be  a  sufficient  compensation  for  the  services  of  M*".  Mintzes,  I 
therefore  leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  Committee  whether  the 
Bank  &  pay  of  a  Lieutenant  might  not  be  given  to  that  Gentleman-f 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Sir 

Yours  Most  Ob  :  H'ble  Serv^ 
SAM.  J.  ATLEE. 

Directed, 

To  the  Honourable  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  Philadelphia. 

*  Ordered  to  be  sent,  see  Col.  Eec.  Vol.  X.,  p.  673-4. 
t  Ibid.  678— he  was  appointed. 
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Lewis  Nicola  to  Council  op  Safety,  1776. 

August  3«,  1776. 

Sir, 

Inclosed  is  a  Oeneral  Ac't  of  work  lately  done  at  the  barracksi 
with  the  vouchers,  which  I  beg  the  favour  you'll  lay  before  the 
Council  &y  if  possible,  obtain  a  speedy  order  for  the  payment  thereof, 
la  most  of  the  workmen  are  now  in  the  Camp,  &  their  families  want 
the  money  for  their  support,  k  you'll  oblige, 

Your  most  obed* 

Serv*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 

P.  8.  The  troops  that  daily  come  to  the  barracks  are  much  dis- 
pleased at  not  having  necessaries  to  dress  their  victuals.  Pots  I  have 
enoueh  in  store,  but  they  will  not  take  unless  cleaned,  yet  con- 
ftantfy  return  them  dirty.  There  is  a  great  deficiency  of  Buckets, 
I  therefore  request  instructions  from  tne  Council  whether  I  shall 
provide  them. 

JHrectedf 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Council  of  Safi^ty. 


JoNA.  Elmer  to  Committee  of  Safety,  1776. 

Bridge  Town,  4th  August,  1776. 

Cumberland  County. 
Sir, 

By  Lieut.  Beed  I  am  fiivoured  with  the  request  from  the  Council 
of  Safety,  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  apprehending  John 
Hatton,  his  son,  &  one  Col"*  Kirkland,  who  they  suspect  to  be  in 
our  County.  Old  Hatton,  I'm  told,  is  at  his  own  home  in  Clou'ster 
County,  &  with  me  it  is  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  either  of  the 
others  are  in  this  County ;  However,  for  the  satisfaction  of  your 
Board  &  for  the  good  of  my  Country,  you  may  depend  upon  my 
taking,  immediately,  the  most  effectual  measures  for  securing  them 
if  here ;  and  should  they  be  apprehended,  will  either  convey  them 
immediately  to  Philadelphia,  or  (what  at  present  appears  to  me 
most  prudent,  as  I'm  in  doubt  about  the  legality  of  sending  Hatton 
out  of  the  Province,)  will  confine  them  until  you  ore  informed  ol  \l. 

I  judged  it  be5t  for  Lieut  Reed  to  return  immediately  to  Q\ou^eXet 
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to  seouro  Old  Haiton,  lest  the  affair  should  transpire  &  ho  go  out  of 
the  way. 

I  aiDj  Sir, 

Your  very  Hble  Serv. 

JONATH.  ELMER  * 

Directed, 

To  M"  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun'.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  for  the  State  of  Pennsylyania. 


Robert  Smith  to  Committee  op  Safety,  1776. 

Gentlemen, 

I  am  now  ready  to  raise  a  Number  of  frames,  But  the  depth  of 
water  oposite  to  where  we  have'  framed  them,  is  not  sufficient  to 
bear  them  off,  we  must  go  lower  down.  The  water  there  is  det^per, 
but  we  hare  not  room  enough  on  the  Beach  to  raise  them,  I  wo'' 
therefore  propose  that  a  Number  of  Labourers  should  be  set  to  work 
at  a  gully  that  has  been  made  in  the  Bank  by  the  rains  that  has 
fallen  from  time  to  -  time,  to  enlarge  this  gap,  that  we  may  have 
room  to  lay  the  floors  at  a  sufficient  distance  from  the  water,  till  we 
can  erect  the  upper  works  in  order  to  add  weight  that  the  tide  may 
not  Carry  them  off  before  we  have  finish'  the  frame. 

M'.  Hicks  tells  me  that  he  cannot  employ  the  Labourers  under 
his  care  at  the  fort,  before  they  arc  discharged.  Supose  you  should 
order  him  to  set  twenty-five  or  thirty  of  those  People  on  this  ser- 
vice, and  put  him  in  a  way  how  they  are  to  be  vitual' ;  there  is 
Lodging  ready  near  the  place  for  812  men,  there  they  may  sleep. 
1  Beg,  Gentlemen,  that  this  may  be  attended  to,  otherways  I  shall 
be  hindered  much,  and«the  public  business  will  lag  behind. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Tour  most  obedient 
Bellengsport,  Servant, 

August  5«,  1776.  ROBT.  SMITH. 

Directed. 
To  the  Committee  of  Safety,  Present. 

«  Bee  ColoB.  Bee.  YoL  X.,  p.  667,  670,  604. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVES  1776.  9 

Robert  Smith  to  CoSimittbe,  1776. 

Gentlemen : 

I  applied  to  M'.  Samoel  Morris  for  to  supply  me  with  a  Rigger 
and  Tackle^  ko ,  to  araist  me  in  raising  the  frames,  he  has  onkr*  . 
M'.  Ward^  the  man  that  has  the  Command  of  the  Shallop,  to  eze- 
eate  this  part  of  the  business.  At  the  same  time  joa  will  be 
pleased  to  give  him  orders  where  he  may  be  supplied  with  Roapiy 
Blocks,  Anchors,  &o.,  he  should  also  be  order*  to  give  constant 
attendance,  otherwise  there  will  be  much  time  lost  by  the  People 
who  must  wait  for  his  assistance.  I  pray.  Gentlemen,  you  may 
put  this  on  a  certain  footing  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  go  on. 

lam, 

Gentlemen,  your  very  humble  serv*, 

BOB*.  SMITH. 

Bellengsporty  August  6th,  1776. 

Directed. 

To  the  Gom^  of  Safety.    Present 


CoL.  Mark  Bird  to  Oommokwealth;  1776. 

Berks  County,  7th  Augs*,  1776. 
Sin: 

I  belieye  there  was  a  Besolvo  of  Convention  to  advance  Fifty 
Shillings  a  man  to  the  assooiators  that  is  to  march  to  Jersey  after 
there  Ming  Mustered  by  the  Committee  j  "as  my  Betalion  will  not 
be  ready  for  that  for  two  days  or  three,  it  will  detdn  us  too  long 
after  to  send  for  the  Cash,  take  this  opportunity  to  acquaint  you  of 
it,  there  will  be  about  three  hundred  men  in  the  Betalion.  I  have 
provided  Prov*  Tents,  Uniform,  at  my  own  expense.  If  you  dont 
think  proper  to  send  me  Cash  without  the  Committees  order,  as  the 
ezpensis  is  Cheifly  paid  except  the  advance,  you^  please  to  send  me 
five  Hundred  pounds  for  Ball,  that  has  been  sent,  and  are  ready  to 
send  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  they  were  Contracted  for  by  M'. 
Owen  Biddle,  &  that  will  Inablc  me  to  take  my  Betalion  to  the 
plaoe  appointed  at  my  own  expense,  it  can  be  hereafter  Settled  at  a 
more  Lasure  time,  &  charge  to  acc^ 

Your  Very  Hum»«  ServS 

MABK  BIRD. 

Directed^ 
To  the  Honorable  Counsill  of  Safety  of  Penn*. 

1* 
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Col.  Atleb  to  David  Rittenhouse,  1776. 

Sir: 

When  last  I  wrote  the  Hon'ble  the  Committee,  I  addressed  them 
thro'  M'.  FrankliD,  judging  him  to  be  the  Chairman,  I  since  find  I 
was  wrong,  bat  imagine  mj  letter  has  been  laid  before  them.  I 
therein'  requested  that  some  articles  which  the  Battalion  stood 
greatly  in  need  of,  might  be  immediately  sent.'*' 

I  most  once  more,  sir,  press  the  matter,  the  immediate  service  of 
the  States  require  that  ail  the  Forces  that  can  be  spared  from  the 
different  parts  should  join  Gen'.  Washington  at  New  York^  the 
Battalion  of  Penn\  Musquitteers  will  march  for  that  purpose  this 
afternoon  or  to-morrow  morning,  but  in  a  disgraceful  situation  with 
respect  to  clothing;  do  pray,  sir,  have  the  articles  ordered,  men- 
tioned in  my  former  letter. 

Cap"  Lloyd,  by  Gen^  orders  yesterday  was  appointed  Brigade 
Major  to  Brigadier  Gen^  Ewing,  so  that  his  Company  is  now  Va- 
cant; M^  Wallis  Finney,  the  Eldest  Lieutenant,  ought  to  succeed 
him  in  the  command,  there  will  then  be  a  Vacant  Lieutenancy,  and 
three  Vacant  Ensigncies.  M'.  Ensign  Henderson,  succeeds,  of 
course.  Lieu*  Finney.  Septemus  Davis  &  Geo.  Shuffner  have  been 
recommended  to  the  Hon^*  t!)e  Committee  for  promotion,  there  will 
then  be  one  Vacant  Ensigncy,  for  which  I  wou'd  recommend  James 
Whitehead,  now  a  Serjeant  in  Cap^  Nice's  Company.  If  the 
Hon'ble  the  Committee  shou'd  judge  proper  that  the  Vacancies  be 
fill'd  up  in  the  above  order,  I  should  be  very  glad  the  Commissions 
be  sent  up  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am  sir,  with  great  respect,  your 

most  Ob*  H'ble  Serv*, 

SAM.  J.  ATLEE. 
Perth  Amboy,  Aug*  11th,  1776. 

J)irecUd. 

To  David  Rittenhouse,  Esq"*.,  one  of  the  H'ble  the  Committoe  of 
Safety.     Philadelphia. 


De,  Bbnsell  to  Oweh  Biddle,  1776. 

Sir: 

As  to  those  People  we  spoke  of  yesterday,  all  hath  be  Transacted 
according  to  the  ace*  I  gave  you.  Three  set  off  yesterday,  and  Gil- 
more  last  night ;  there  where  two  horses  saddled  at  the  door  till 
after  Ten  last  night  afterwards  Taken  in,  when  they  set  off  I  cannot 
get  Information,  it  was  some  Time  Between  That  and  morning,  all 

*  See  page  0. 
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I  can  learn  they  gave  out  in  the  Family,  to  New  York,  they  haye 
been  bdisy  in  writeing  as  is  supposed^  the  man  left  with  Proudfoot 
is  going  down  this  morning,  and  Gilmore's  Clerk  with  him  as  I  am 
Inu>nned|  as  you  can  have  an  ace*  of  them  by  Fitssimmons  and 
Brotherinlaw  I  would  have  Bnqairy  made  with  all  Imaginable 
Speed,  as  their  actions  make  them  Suspecious,  and  should  be  stoped 
and  Examined,  they  Certainly  must  have  Papers  of  Conseqaenoe 
with  them,  Gilmore's  Clerk  is  to  go  to  Virginia  Imediately  is  all  I 
can  Learn,  what  Ever  you  think  Necessary  in  the  case  I  hope  will 
be  done. 

I  Remain  with  Respect, 

yonr  Humble  S^ 

C.  BENSEL. 
Oermantown,  August  13th. 

Directed, 
To  Owen  Riddle,  Esq'.,  in  Philada.    These. 


Majob  Thos.  Pbootob  to  Committee,  1776. 

Fort  Island,  August  16**,  1776. 
Gentlemen : 

At  a  Regimental  court  Martial  appointed  to  be  held  this  day  at 
Fort  Island,  to  try  Sundry  Diserters  in  the  -  Artillary  guard.  Found, 
on  examining  the  Articles  by  which  the  Artillary  Company's  are  to 
be  govern'd,  to  forbid  Other  punishment  than  disgraceing,  Casheir- 
ing,  drumming  out  of  the  Company,  Fine  not  exceeding  two  Months 
pay,  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  Month — 

Thought  proper  to  Adjourn  said  Court  Martial  until  I  had  your 
sense  on  said  Article;  believing  you  would  not  Suffer  Offenders  ^of 
so  deep  a  dye  to  be  pass'd  with  Impunity,  and  though  I  love  to 
deal  in  much  tenderness  with  my  Men,  I  cannot  help  wishing  to 
deal  Punishment  for  such  dareing  Insults  to  the  good  order  of  our 
Army.  # 

Your  Instmetions  respecting  the  works  at  Billingsport  for  the 
formation  of  the  Battery  and  the  Number  of  Gunns  it  is  to  Contain, 
Should  be  proud  to  receive,  as  what  men  can  be  Spared  from  hence 
are  ready  to  enter  on  the  works  Immediately.  The  Recruitings  par- 
ties go  out  Tomorrow  to  Augment  the  Artillary  Company,  as  by 
you  Direoted.  I  shall  do  myself  the  Pleasure  of  waiting  on  you  for 
Advice  on  the  Articles  which  are  to  regulate  my  Command,  and  am, 

Respectfully  yours,  &c., 

THOS.  PROCTOR- 

Directed, 
To  the  Honourable  Council  of  Safety,  Philadelphia. 
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Com.  op  Cumberland  to  Council  of  Safety,  1776. 

In  Cotnmittea  of  Inspection  and  Observation  of  Cumberland 
County,  at  Carlisle,  August  17th,  1776. 

Gentlemen : 

In  pursuance  of  a  Besolve  of  tho  Committee  of  Safety,  bearing 
Date  at  Philadelphia  the  15th  Day  of  July  last,*  impowering  the 
Committees  of  Inspection  and  Observation  of  the  several  Counties 
in  this  Province  to  draw  on  that  Board  for  the  necessary  Sums  of 
Money  for  the  maintainance  of  the  Familys  of  such  Associators  as 
are  called  into  aetual  Service,  and  are  not  of  Ability  to  maintain 
themselves  in  the  Absence  of  such  Associators;  We  have  drawn  an 
Order  directed  to  y  Chairman  (for  We  do  not  know  his  Name),  for 
two  hundred  Pounds,  payable  to  Robert  Semple,  Esquire,  which  We 
hope  will  be  sufficient  to  answer  the  Demanda  of  such  of  the  good 
People  of  this  County  as  are  at  present  in  want,  unless  our  Men 
shall  be  continued  abroad  longer  than  We  expect.  We  hope  you 
will  not  detain  the  Bearer.  We  shall  render  you  a  proper  Acc^  of 
the  Disposal  of  the  Money,  and  are, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obed*  H*»«  Serv**. 

Signed' by  Order  of  the  Committee, 

GEO.  STSVflNSON,  Chairman. 

Directed. 

To 

The  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

^  Favour  of         )  at 

iCobert  Semple,  Esq'.  )  Philad*. 


JoHH  Read  to  Committbi,  1776. 

Fort  Island,  11^  AngS  1776. 
Sir: 

I  ought  not  omitt  Informing  of  you  and  the  Committee,  of  tho 
bad  state  of  the  Banks  which  incloses  Fort  Island,  being  very  leakey, 
ft  on  the  west  part  of  the  Bank  a  goodeal  wasted  away,  so  that  it 
will,  in  Order  to  keep  the  Island  dry,  to  have  the  Leaks  stop't,  and 
the  week  parts  of  the  Banks  dubled  this  Fall ;  as  M"  Hicks  is  done 
with  the  ditchers,  a  few  may  be  had  to  do  this  businers ;  should  the 

*  See  Colon.  Ree.,  Vol.  X.,  p.  646. 
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Ommittee  think  proper,  being  tfn  the  apot,  shall  readily  Hodertaka 
that  bnaioeaa. 

Aa  there  are  a  Qoantitjr  of  Boardg  left  of  the  Btuldings,  to" gather 
with  those  on  the  sbeeds,  it  will  be  neoesearv  to  have  a  Wood  Yard 
properlj  iaclosed,  to  preserve  the  Cord  wood  in  the  winter  season; 
ahonld  jon,  with  the  Committee,  sprove  of  these  proposals,  pleas  to 
let  me  heera  of  it,  that  it  may  be  pat  into  Execution.  I  am,  With 
great  respect,  Your  moat  Ramble 

Serf',  JOHN  BEAD. 
Direeted, 

"io  Owen  Beddle,  Esq'.,  of  Ibe  Committee  of  Safety,  Market 
Street,  Fbilad*. 


Wh.  Bichakcs  to  GoifHmsE,  1776. 

By  order  of  Cap'.  lUehards,  Esq. 
GeDt*., 

I  hope  yon  have  agreed  what  sort  of  Goloata  I  am  to  have  made 
for  the  Galleys,  &e.,  aa  they  are  much  wanted. 

You  will  please  to  order  bow  yon  will  hava  the  Goods  paid  lot, 
that  are  boagbt  for  the  Provintutd  Store,  I  am  in  want  of  a  Sam  of 
money  for  that  and  the  Signals. 

remain  Gent"  your  most 

Obed'  k  very  Hum"  Serv', 

WM.  RICHARDS. 


19  th  Angnst,  1776. 


To  the  Council  of  Safety. 


Eettibit  of  thb  Clothiho,  &c.,  of  the  tiirke  Batalioms  of 

THB  rENNSYLA.  TaOOPS,  RECEIVED  AT   OaMP  8IKCE  AUfl. 

27th  last. 


Of  uliBDi  B«^«d. 


General  Mifflin, 
Owen  Biddle,  Esqairo, 
Colooel  Biddle, 
Tola]  reoeived, 
8«ptcm'  27th  on  hnnJ, 


A\t 


196  187 
94100 
290  450 . 

'I  sol 


200 
8351 

170  150 
563!n0  i&o\  ■ 
408',130\1W»\  Wt 
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li  18  noi  expected  that  sdj  of  tlm  Drilling  Breeches  or  Legings 
will  be  used  this  Season  or  aoj  of  the  Linen  Waistcoats. 

There  are  only  a  few  of  the  408  Shirts  on  hand,  that  are  fit  for 
the  Service  perhaps  about  50  of  them. 


Several  Virqikians  to  Council  of  Safety,  1776. 

To  the  Honoorable  the  Gonncil  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 

yania. 

Oent*, 

We  have  been  daily  expecting  to  be  called  before  your  Honoura- 
ble board,  and  from  the  delay,  are  under  the  necessity  of  reminding 
you,  that  two  of  us  are  anxious  to  return  to  Virginia  &  cannot  think 
of  returning  among  our  friends,  whilst  such  a  matter  remains 
undetermined.  We  therefore  most  earnestly  beseech  you  to  con- 
front us  with  our  accusers,  or  to  grant  a  certificate  of  our  innocence, 
as  all  of  us  will  greatly  suffior  in  the  opinion  of  our  fellow  subjects 
without  we  can  produce  a  publick  proof  of  our  acquittal. 

We  are  with  great  respect 

Your  Ob*  Serv«», 

ROBERT  GILMOUR, 
THOMAS  REID, 
PATRICK  BALLANTINE. 

London  Coffee  house,  28th  Aug*,  1776. 

DirecteiL 

To  the  Hon^^*  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Pennsylyania. 


Richard  Peters  to  Council  of  Safety,  1776. 

Gentlemen : 

^  There  are  so  many  Divisions  &  Disputes  between  the  Privates  of 
Gap*  Martin's  Company  &  the  Officers,  &  they  have  so  often  refused 
to  do  Duty  unless  tnis  or  the  other  Point  was  carried  by  the  con- 
tending Parties,  that  I  am  wearied  out  with  endeavoring  to  compro- 
mise tneir  Differences.  I  think  they  had  better  be  dismissed,  & 
paid  as  far  as  they  have  done  Duty  &  sent  Hom^  to  their  Employ- 
ments, which  I  fanqr  is  at  the  Bottom  of  all  their  Contentions.  A 
Captain  Ming,  of  Col.  Matlack's  Battallion,  offers  to  do  Duty  as 
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City  Goardsy  with  Sixty  Men,  "which  he  says  he  has  or  cao  raise.  If 
this  be  BO,  he  woald  well  supply  Cap^  Martin's  Place,  whose  Com- 
pany is  reduced  very  low. 

I  wrote  to  your  Honble  Board  to  give  me  my  Dissmission,  and 
hope  they  will  be  pleased  to  attend  to  my  Request,  as  it  is  not  only 
attended  with  much  Trouble  (which  I  should  not  find  Fault  with 
were  it  the  only  Inconvenience)  but  often  prevents  my  doing  public 
Duty  in  another  Line. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  very  obed*  Scrv*, 

Aug*  30»»,  1776.  RICHARD  PETERS. 

Directed. 

Honblo  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Pennsilvanio. 


Dbposition  Fbanois  Mills  to  Council,  1776. 


{ 


lb  Council  of  Safety, 
Philad*,  30»*  AugS  1776. 

I  do  swear  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  that  I  will 
not  take  up  arms  against  the  United  States  of  America,  nor  hold 
any  correspondence  with,  or  give  any  intelligence  to  the  Enemies  of 
the  said  States,  and  that  I  will  not  contrive  any  plots  or  treasonable 
practices  against  the  said  States,  but  will  inform  the  Council  of 
Safety  of  Pennsylvania  of  all  such  practices  as  may  come  to  my 
knowledge,  as  witness  my  hand,  this,  30^  Aug*,  1776. 

FRANCIS  MILLS. 

Sworn  before  the  Council  of  Safety, 
August  30%  1776. 

SAML.  MORRIS, 

Chairman. 
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Memorial  Jko.  Bayard  &  B.  Pstebs  to  Couvcil  ow 

Sapbtt,  1776. 

To  The  Ho&ble  the  GoanfiU  of  Safety : 

Col.  Bajard  &  Cap*  Peters,  at  the  request  of  one  of  tbeir  Memr 
bera,  beg  Leave  to  represent 

Tbat,  notwithstanding  great  Pains  have  been  taken  with  the  Do-; 
tachment  of  Assotiators  left  by  Genl.  Boberdeau  for  the  Safe  guard 
&  Protection  of  the  Citj  of  Fhikdelphia,  great  Confusion  &  Want 
of  Diacipline  still  prevail  among  them.  The  causes  of  this  maj  be 
traced  from  many  Sources;  but  a  principal  one  is  that  of  their 
being  but  a  temporary  Body  of  Men^  who  imagine  that  if  they  ean 
but  get  thro'  the  Business  at  any  Rate  until  their  Time  shall  be 
expired,  the  public  will  or  ought  to  be  satisfied.  Many  of  them 
rentse  to  take  Pay,  A  therefore  do  not  consider  themselves  under 
Continental  Regulations,  but  do  what  they  choose  to  call  their  Duty 
according  to  their  own  Opinions  or  Passions,  &  are  under  little  or 
no  Command  of  their  Officers.  Others  make  this  Duty  a  Kind  of 
Sinecure,  &  if  they  appear  at  the  Time  their  Turn  of  mounting 
Guard  arrives,  they  think  they  comply  with  their  Engagements,  £ 
follow  their  Business  all  the  rest  of  the  Time,  whereby  the  Com- 
manding Officer  is  frequently  distressed  when  on  a  sudden  any 
Body  of  Men  is  to  be  raised  for  a  particular  Emergency,  &  is  also 
prevented  by  their  Non  Attendance  from  disciplinmg  the  Men  as 
Military  Service  requires.  It  is  therefore  proposed  for  the  Consid- 
eration of  your  honorable  Board  that  a  Body  of  three  hundred  As- 
sotiators be  raised  for  the  express  purpose  of  guarding  the  City,  & 
that  they  be  properly  officered  out  of  the  Officers  now  m  the  Militia^ 
&  they  do  no  other  Duty  but  as  City  Guards,  unless  in  Case  of 
Invasion  in  or  near  Philadelphia.  It  is  presumed  that  this  Body 
might  easily  be  raised,  as  there  are  many  Men  now  out  of  Business 
who  would  enter  into  this  Kind  of  Service,  &  as  they  would  be  at 
their  Home,  the  Officers  would  indulge  them  with  working  at  their 
Business  when  off  military  Duty,  the  Performance  of  which  at  pre-  • 
sent  is  looked  upon  by  many  of  them  rather  as  a  Favour  than  a 
Matter  of  Obligation.  Should  the  Honble  Council  not  approve  of 
this  Measure,  which  is  conceived  to  be  the  most  eligible,  the  Sub- 
scribers do  themselves  the  Honor  of  laying  before  you  another  Plan 
on  the  present  Footing  of  the  City  Guards,  but  acknowledge  them-* 
selves  much  at  a  Loss  how  to  render  it  permanently  or  satisfactorily 
useful,  viz : 

That  at  the  Expiration  of  the  present  Mouth  for  which  the  four 
Companies  now  on  Duty  will  remain,  to  wit,  on  the  15'^  instanty 
either  the  Battallioos  of  the  City  &  Liberties  should  take  it  in  Bo* 
tatioo,  each  Battallion  furnishing  the  whole  Guard  for  a  Month  oe 
six  Weeks,  or  that  each  BattaUjon  should  furnish  one  Gom^^ti^  toi 


18  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1776. 

that  Time,  to  compose  the  Gaards  of  the  City.  At  all  Eventa,  an 
Officer  under  the  Character  of  an  Adjutant  should  be  appointed, 
whose  Duty  it  should  be  to  attend  to  the  said  Guards,  &  reduce 
them  into  Order  &  Discipline.  Should  such  an  Officer  be  thought 
necessary,  we  beg  Leave  to  recomend  Thomas  Hanson,  Adjutant  to 
the  2*  Battallion,  for  that  Purpose^  who  on  the  late  Expedition  to 
Amboy,  has  behaved  to  general  Satisfaction  as  an  excellent  Discip- 
linarian. But  as  some  of  the  Battallions  are  strong  and  others 
weak,  it  would  be  impossible  to  distribute  the  Duty  equally  in  that 
Way,  &  a  Corps  formed  of  Companies  from  different  Battallions 
have  not  that  Confidence  in,  or  will  .they  pay  the  Obedience  to,  the 
Officers,  which  are  absolutely  necessary.  Beside,  the  Guards  will 
be  fluctuating,  &  never  can  be,  in  the  humble  Opinion  of  the  Sub- 
scribers, put  upon  a  steady  &  respectable  Footing. 

Philad%  Sept'  2«,  1776.  j;^0.  BAYARD, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 


Parole  op  Honoub,  1776. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  ss : 

We  do  hereby  promise  &  engage  upon  our  Honour  as  Gentlemen, 
that  we  will  not  offer  any  abuse  to  each  other,  nor  provoke  one 
another  by  any  means  whatsoever,  nor  give  nor  receive  any  chal- 
lenge to  each  other,  or  fight  with  each  other  with  any  deadly  or 
desperate  weapon  whatsoever,  as  witness  our  hands,  this,  2'  day  of 
September,  1776. 

B.  M.  DeLAMARQUISIE.  HUGOUNERE. 


Joseph  Hart  to  Council  op  Safety,  1776. 

Amboy,  September  y«  2»*,  1776. 
Gentlemen : 

• 

This  Minute  I  received  luformation  from  Rob*  Patterson,  Esq', 
one  of  the  Committee  for  the  County  of  Bucks,  that  there  was  two 
or  Three  Companies  of  the  Third  Bat.  in  s*  County,  Commanded 
by  Collonel  Kickline,  who  do  not  Intend  to  March  forward  in  de- 
fence of  their  Country ;  and  the  matter  being  made  known  to  Gene- 
ral Dickenson,  ho  advised  me  Immediately  to  Communicate  it  to 
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Ton,  that  yon  maj  tako  such  Measures  as  jou  think  most  for  the 
Pablick  good.    I  am,  Oentlemen, 

7oar  most  Obedient  Hmble  Serv^ 

JOSEPH  HART. 
Directed. 
For  the  Gonnoil  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Pensilvania. 


Pbogbsbings  of  Committee  of  Be&ks  Co.,  1776. 

In  Committee,  Beading,  September  8%  1776. 
Upon  the  Petition  of  divers  Inhabitants  of  this  Town,  prayinff 
that  the  Prisoners  of  War  now  here  may  be  disarmed,  and  oompellea 
to  repair  to  their  respectiye  Lodgings  at  a  Seasonable  Hour  in  the 
Evening,  &o..  Resolved,  that  Cap*  John  Witman,  Thomas  Warren, 
and  Michael  Oraus,  be  appointed  to  take  the  Fire  Arms  and  other 
offensive  Weapons  (Side  Arms  excepted),  and  Ammunition  of  the 
Prisoners  of  War  in  this  Town,  and  give  Receipts'  for  them  to  be  re- 
tamed,  agreeable  to  the  Capitulation,  And  that  they  have  Notice  to 
retire  to  their  respective  Lodgings  at  8  o'Clock  every  Evening,  after 
which  Hour  it  is  expected  none  of  the  Inhabitants  will  have  any 
Intercourse  with  them. 

In  Committee,  Reading/September  4*',  1776. 
Daniel  Rose,  Philip  Eremer,  and  Krauff  Hiiner,  are  appointed 
to  assist  in  disarming  the  Prisoners  of  War,  agreeable  to  the  Order 
of  Yesterday. 

In  Committee,  Reading,  September  5%  1776. 

Cap^  John  Witman,  Michael  Graus,  and  Daniel  Rose,  three  of 
the  Persons  appointed  to  collect  the  Fire  Arms  of  the  Prisoners  of 
War  now  in  this  Town,  informing  tho  Committee  that  General  Pres- 
cot  had  refused  to  deliver  up  his  Pistols  'till  he  had  first  broken  and 
rendered  them  useless,  and  that  he  had  declared  they  acted  like 
Robbers  in  offering  to  take  them  from  him, — ^The  General  was  sent 
for,  and  confessed  the  Charge  against  him,  alledging  that  he  thought 
himself  intitled  to  said  Arms  by  the  Capitulation  as  a  part  of  his 
private  Property,  which  he  might  destroy  if  he  thought  proper,  and 
producing  a  Copy  of  his  Capitulation,  which  referred  to  that  of  tho 
Garrison  of  St.  John's,  by  the  2**  Article  whereof  it  appears  that  the 
Fire  Arms  of  the  Officers  were  to  be  put  up  in  a  Bojt  and  delivered 
to  them  when  the  Disputes  between  us  and  Great  Britain  should  be 
ended.     The  Committee,  upon  due  Consideration  of  the  Conduct  of 
the  General,  do  resolve,  that  he  has  behaved  very  much  amiss  in 
breaking  and  destroying  his  Pistols,  and  abusing  the  pfficers  of  this 
Committee,  And  that  he  be  committed  to  the  Common  Goal  'till  the 
Opinion  of  the  Council  of  Safety  be  known. 

A  true  Copy  from  tho  Minutes. 

COLLINb'ON  READ,  ScctcUn- 
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James  Read  to  OauKoiLy  1776. 

Reading,  September  5%  1776. 
GreDtlcmeD, 

Inclosed  is  a  Copy  of  a  Resolve  of  the  Committee  of  this  Town 
for  disarming  the  Prisoners  of  War  stationed  here,  and  an  Order  for 
Confining  General  Preseot,  one  of  the  Prisonersi  for  Oontempt  of 
the  Orders  of  the  Committee,  and  abasing  the  Persons  appointed  to 
ezeeat«  them,  of  which  I  am  directed  to  make  Report  to  yon.* 
'  I  have  it  alio  in  Charge  to  acquaint  yon  that  Uie  Inhabitants  of 
the  Town  have  petitioned  the  Committee  for  a  G-nard  to  be  kept  •» 
a  Seonrity  from  any  Attempts  which  may  be  made  by  the  Prisoners 
in  oar  present  defenceless  Sitnationy  and  that  snob  is  the  UneaaineBit 
of  the  People  that  we  cannot  help  thinking  their  Request  should  he 
immediately  attended  to ',  but  as  the  Committee  have  it  not  in  their 
Power  to  appoint  such  Guard,  unless  some  Provision  can  be  made 
for  the  Payment  &  Regulation  of  it,  I  am  directed  to  reaueat  Yoa 
in  the  most  earnest  manner,  to  make  such  Provision  auring  the 
Stay  of  the  Prisoners  here,  unless  you  should  think  proper  to  Re- 
move them,  which  you  may  be  assured  would  give  general  Satisfiu)- 
tion  to  the  Inhabitants,  who  are  very  much  ^alarmed  at  their  Con- 
duct. 

By  Order  of  the  Committee. 

I  am,  with  great  Respect, 
Gentlemen, 

Tour  verj  humble 
ServS 
JAMES  READ,  Chairman 

P.  S. — Money  is  much  wanted  for  the  Poor  of  this  Town,  w^ 
may  be  sent  us  by  the  Bearer. 

Directed^ 

To  the  Hon^^«  The  Council  of  Safety  of  the  Province  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, at  Philadelphia. 

'^  Favour  of  M*"  Isaac  Levan. 

*  See  CoL  Reo.  VoL  X.,  p.  714. 
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Dasibl  Bkodhbad  to ,  1776. 

Gamp  neftr  Ejiigsbridge,  5tli  Sep'r,  1776. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  doubt  not  the  Hon'Ue  the  Convention  of  th#  State  of  Penn'a^ 
uanziouB  to  know  the  state  of  the  Provincial  Troope  ainoe  the  Bat- . 
tie  on  Long  laland,  and  aa  I  liave  now  all  the'  informatioo  to  be 
expeeted  oonoeming  it  for  the  present,  will  ffive  them  every  oirmin^ 
stance  that  oconn  to  me.  On  the  26th  of  last  monthi  Gen'la  Pot- 
nam,  Solliyan  and  others  came  to  oar  camp  which  was  to  the  left  of 
all  the  other  poats  and  proceeded  to  reoMinoitre  the  enemie'a  lines  te 
the  right,  when  from  the  movomenta  of  the  enemy  they  might 
plainly  discover  they  were  advancing  towards  Jamaica,  and  ezten<^^ 
ing  their  lines  to  the  left  so  as  to  march  round  ns,  for  oar  lines  te^ 
the  left|  were,  for  want  of  Yidettesj.left  open  for  at  loaat  fonr  miles 
when  we  constantiy  sconted  by  Day,  which  beside  mounting  a  Qaard 
ai  one  hundred  men  &  an  advance  party  of  subaltern  and  thirty  to 
the  left  of  usy  wis  hard  Duty  lor  our  Beg't :  daring  the  night  of 
the  26th,  we  were  alarmed  three  Different  times  aqd  stood  to  out 
Arms.  As  soon  as  it  was  light,  CoL  Milesi  from  the  right  of  our 
first  Batt*,  sent  me  orders  tq  follow  him  with  the  second,  to  the  left 
of  our  lines ;  when  I  had  marched  about  half  a  mile,  I  was  ordered 
to  the  right  about  to  join  Col.  Willis's  reg^  of  New  England  troops^ 
but  by  &  time  I  returned  to  the  camp.  Major  Williams  on  horses 
back,  overtook  me  with  orders  from  Col.  Miles,  to  march  Obliquely 
&  j(nn  him,  but  could  not  say  where  I  might  find  him ;  I  Observed 
the  ordera  and  directed  a  Subaltern  from  the  front  of  the  Batf^ 
(whieh  was  inarching  in  Indian  file)  with  a  small  party  to  the  left  of 
the  Batt",  and  desired  Major  Patton  to  send  a  Subaltern  &  small 
party  from  the  rear  to  the  right  of  the  front  of  the  Battallioa^ 
which  he  mistook  and  took  the  one-half  of  the  Bati/*  to  the  right| 
'  about  two  hundred  yards,  which  immediately  threw  the  half  the 
Batt"  so  fiir  to  the  rear  as  to  render  it  very  difficult  to  join  without 
suataininff  great  loss,  for  presently  after  we  left  our  camp  we  disr 
covered  uie  Eoemie's  horse  &  foot  to  the  number  of  four  or  five 
Thousand  in  our  front,  and  aa  we  could  discover  nothiag  of  the  first 
BattP,  the  Enemy  being  vastly  superior  to  us  in  Numb^,  I  immedi* 
ately  ordered  the  Batt*  to  gun  a  Wood  to  the  left  and  then  formed^ 
but  seeing  a  Number  of  Artillerymen  dragging  a  brass  field-piece  & 
Howit  through  a  clear  field  in  order  to  gain  a  wood  a  little  to  the  left 
of  our  Front,  and  knowing  the  Enemy  were  also  in  our  rear,  I  orders 
ed  that  part  of  the  Batt"  which  was  then  with  me,  to  proceeed  to 
the  second  wood,  &  cover  the  Artillery  and  make  a  stand,  but  the 
New  England  Bcg^  aforementioned  coming  up  with  us,  and  running 
thro'  our  files  broke  them,  and  in  the  confusion  many  of  our  men 
run  with  them.    I  did  all  in  my  power  to  rally  the  musquetT^  & 
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Riflemen,  but  to  no  purpose,  so  that  when  we  came  to  engage  the 
Enemy,  1  had  not  fifty  men,  notwithstanding  which,  we  after  about 
three  Rounds,  caused  the  Enemy  to  retire,  and  as  the  Enemy's 
main  body  was  then  nearly  between  us  and  the  lines,  I  retreated  to 
the  lines,  having  lost  out  of  the  whole  Battallion,  about  one  hun- 
dred men,  officers  included,  which,  as  they  were  much  scattered| 
must  be  chiefly  prisoners;  dnrins  this  time,  four  or  five  Reg'tSj 
among  which  were  our  musquetry  &  flying  Camp,  Delaware  &  Mary- 
land ACg'ts,  and  some  of  our  Riflemen  wno  had  joined  them,  were 
engaged  to  the  left  of  us  and  right  of  the  Lines.  I  had  no  soonef 
got  into  the  Lines  than  the  Enemy  advanced  up  to  them  and  kept  up 
a  brisk  fire  on  us,  but  only  one  man  killed  in  the  Idnes ;  as  soon  as 
we  returned  the  fire  with  our  rifles  and  musquetry,  they  retreated^ 
and  if  we  had  been  provided  with  a  field  piece  or  two,  of  which  we 
had  a  suffieient  number  elsewhere,  we  might  have  killed  the  greater 
part  of  their  advance  party ;  as  soon  as  the  Enemy  were  l)eaten 
from  the  lines,  I  was  ordered  to  a  point  about  a  mile  and  a-balf  to 
the  right,  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  Delaware  Battallion  and  the 
other  Troops  that  might  come  over  under  the  Constant  fire  of  the 
Enemie's  field  pieces  and  Howits ;  here  I  remained  'till  almost  night 
before  I  was  relieved,  notwithstanding  the  Generals  there  had  a 
number  of  Reg'ts  who  were  not  engaged,  and  had  had  little  or  no 
fiitigue.  Upon  the  whole,  less  Generalship  never  was  shown  in  any 
Army  since  the  Art  of  War  was  understood,  except  in  the  retreat 
from  Long  Island,  which  was  well  conducted.  No  troops  could  be- 
have better  than  the  Southern,  for  though  they  seldom  engaged  less 
than  five  to  one,  they  frequently  repulsed  the  Enemy  with  great 
BlaUjgbter,  and  I  am  confident  that  the  number  killed  and  wounded 
on  their  side,  is  greater  than  on  ours,  notwithstanding  we  had  to 
fight  them  front  &  rear  under  every  disadvantage.  I  understand  that 
(ten.  Sullivan  has  taken  the  Liberty  to  charge  our  brave  and  good 
Col.  Miles,  with  the  ill  success  of  the  Day,  but  give  me  leave  to  say, 
that  if  Gen.  Sullivan  &  the  rest  of  the  Gen'ls  on  Long  Island,  had 
been  as  Vigilant  &  prudent  as  him,  we  might,  &  in  all  probability 
would  have  cut  off  Clinton's  Brigade ;  our  officers  &  men  in  gene- 
ral, considering  the  confusion,  behaved  as  well  as  men  could  do— a 
very  few  behaved  ill,  of  which,  when  I  am  informed,  will  write  you. 
Our  men  are  getting  very  sickly  for  want  of  Blankets  and  Cloatb- 
ing,*  (having  thrown  away  those  they  had  in  the  engagement,)  which 
1  fear  they  can't  be  furn-sbt  with  here.  Gen'l  Washington  has 
ordered  our  three  broken  Bat.tallions  to  be  considered  as  a  redment 
under  my  command  untill  further  Orders,  but  as  the  Assembiv  and 
Committee  of  Safety  by  them  appointed  are  now  dissolved,  I  should 
be  glad  to  know  from  your  Hon'ble  House,  whether  we  are  considered 
as  Volunteers  in  this  part  of  the  Continent,  or  as  the  Troops  of  the 
State  of  Pens'a,  subject  to  the  order  of  Convention,  and  whether  our 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  X.,  p.  722. 
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Bank  la  to  be  settled  upon  a  more  respectable  footing  than  at  present, 
for  as  it  now  stands,  a  Lient.  Col.  commissioned  by  Congress  as  of 
yesterday,  takes  rank  of  me  to-day.  I  should  also  be  ffUd  to  know 
whether  promotions  will  take  place  and  the  Eeg'ta  filled  by  Drafts 
or  reenuts,  also  in  respect  of  the  exchange  of  Prisoners,  fbr  we  ap- 
prehend that  Continental  Troops  will  always  be  exchanged  before  as. 
Col.  Miles  &  Col.  Piper  are  prisoners,  and  I  hear  are  well  treated, 
poor  Atly  I  can  hear  nothing  of.  Col.  Parry  died  like  a  Hero.  No 
allowance  has  as  yet  been  made  for  the  Lieutenant  Coil's  and  Majors 
Table  Expenses,  in  care  of  separate  commands.  I  hope  we  shall 
be  pat  apon  as  respectable  a  footing  on  that  aco't  as  the  Maryland 
offioem  are,  oar  present  pay  being  not  more  than  half  sufficient  to 
sapport  08  aocording  to  our  Rank  in  this  Tory  Country. 

I  am  Dear  Sir,  in  great  Haste,  your 

most  H'bla  Serr't, 

DANIEL  BRODHBAD. 

P.  S*  The  Great  Gen'l  Putnam  oould  not,  tho'  requestedi  send 
out  one  R^t  to  cover  oar  retreat 


John  Bead  to  Council,  1776. 

Fort  Island,  7th  Septem'r,  1776. 
Sir, 

Pleas  to  lay  the  following  peices  of  business  before  the  Hon'ble 
the  Coan<»l  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Pensilvania. 
Tii: 

The  Banks  of  this  Island  on  the  west  side  in  several  places,  is 
muik'd  near  half  tbn/  which  should  be  dubbed ;  there  are  a  great 
number  of  Leaks  many  very  large  and  dangerous,  which  on  every 
high  tide  is  liable  to  Increas.  Should  tho  Council  give  directions 
for  the  business  to  be  done,  I  beleive  I  could  get  Ditchers  for  3 — 6 
^  day  and  Barrow  men  at  something  under  that  price,  allowing  the 
usal  quantety  of  Rum  with  provesions. 

As  Messrs  Robinson  &  Worrell  are  to  be  here  to  doe  some  Car<f 
penters  work  for  Doctor  Dunlap,  I  should  be  glad  they  were  order'd 
to  Lu^lose  a  Yard  in  the  Barracks  for  the  securety  of  Cord  wood  to 
be  laid  in  for  this  Station,  it  i^ould  also  be  proper  for  me  to  know 
OD  wbome  I  am  to  give  Orders,  for  the  wood  to  be  purchased  as  M". 
NezsoQ  is  absent  firom  Philadelphia. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  with 

great  Esteam  your  Most  Obedeant, 
Humble  Serv't, 

JOHN  R£BD,Com'g. 
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JHr&iad. 

To  Thomis  WbartoQi  Jan'r,  Esq'r.i  Preddenty 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Goassel  of  Safety  for  the  state  of  Peiqr 
mlvaneai  FhUadelphia. 


Jahks  Blaie  to  Council  op  Safktt,  17T6.* 

Fort  Island,  Sepf  r  12thf  1776. 
Oentlemen, 

I  this  momiBg  receiTed  voor  Reaolye  of  81st  «lt.,  ordering  Four 
men  belonging  to  the  Gallies  to  be  sent  to  work  at  Mr.  James 
Wkmioii'B  Kope  Walk  for  four  weeke,  agreeable  to  which  I  now 
send  Pnrvianco  &  Canadaj  belonging  to  the  Franklin.  Farley  be- 
longing to  the  Banger  went  np  this  morning  Ib  their  Taut  &  ihe 
other  man  Reily  is  on  board  Capt.  Greenaway. 

I  am, 

Gent., 

Tour  very  humble  Serv't, 

JAMES  BLAIR. 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Councill  of  Safety, 
for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


John  Read  to  Council,  1776. 

Fort  Island,  15ih  Septem'r,  1776.     . 

Several  persons  have  spoke  to  me  about  Wood,  Who  ean  supply 
W  with  200  oords,  its  being  so  very  high  at  present  should  be  |[Iad 
to  have  the  directions  of  the  OounoiL  We  were  out  of  Wood  ye#^ 
lerday,  and  was  obleged  to  bring  a  Flat  loaded  with  wood  to  the 
wharff.  I  should  be  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Biddle  to  let  me  know  on' 
who  I  am  to  give  orders  for  the  pay  there  of,  and  for  what  is  to  to 
laid  in  for  the  winter.  It  will  be  necessary  to  have  a  yard  to  keep 
the  wood,  at  a  spot  oonvenient  for  the  Boats  &  Barracks,  &o.  It  will 
likewise  be  neoessary  to  have  a  eart  k  horses  to  hall  the  wood  from 
the  wharff  to  the  wood  yard.  I  should  like  to  have  two  or  three 
Labonron  to  reoeite  and  cord  up  the  wood  for  the  winter,  rather 
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than  to  apply  to  the  officers  for  a  party :  roll  calling  and  other  duty 
prevent  them  from  work,  that  it's  rarely  they  make  }  &  sometimes 
not  more  than  i  of  the  Day;  that  employing  of  Laboarers  would  be 
cheaper  in  the  end  and  more  properly  don,  as  it  is  I  shoald  like  to 
retain  William  Smith,  who  understands  cording  of  wood,  besides  ho 
is  a  good  Ditcher,  understands  the  charge  of  the  sluioes  and  keeping 
them  properly  in  order ;  mowing  of  the  Banks  which  is  over  run 
with  weedS|  the  vast  Quantetys  of  cattle  &  sheep  that  has  been  kept 
on  the  Island  this  summer,  has  distroyed  the  grass,  but  left  the  wceas 
which  his  and  well  fowle  the  meadow  and  Banks  greatly.  Smith,  I 
have  employed  to  out  the  weeds  down  on  the  Sanks,  as  leavcing 
them  to  grow  &  drop  there  seeds  will  ruin  the  banks  next  season^ 
and  hurt  the  meadow  greatly.  If  the  meadows  is  to  be  ^ven  up  to 
the  Butchers  or  victuiJer,  another  year,  they  ought  to  be  obleged  to 
mow  down  What  the  cattle  leaves,  and  this  is  what  I  want,  among 
other  things  Smith  to  do,  as  the  place  will  be  much  benefit'd  there- 
by ;  had  I  the  Island  from  the  2d  ditch  on  a  reasonable  rent,  not  be 
incommoded  by  the  people  stationed  here,  I  would  take  care  to  have 
it  in  good  order  again,  out  if  neglected  as  it  has  been,  will  soone 
coet  more  than  duble  the  work  repaering,  than  if  kept  in  orderj  as 
ocation  requires  every  year. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  Most  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  READ. 

Dirwtedf 

To  Owen  Biddle,  Esq'r, 

Member  of  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Markit  Street,  Philadelphia. 


Copt  op  Resolvb  op  Congress,  1776. 

Septem'r  16th,  1776. 

In  Congress. 

That  the  appointments^f  all  officers  and  filling  up  vaoancies,  (ex- 
cept Qen^  Officers,)  be  left  to  the  Governments  of  the  several  States, 
And  that  every  SUte  provide  Arms,  Oloathing,  and  every  Necessary 
for  its  Quota  of  Troops  according  to  the  foregoing  Estimate. 

JBxtract  from  the  Minutes. . 

Copy. 

Vol.  V,— 5 
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John  Bead  to  Council,  1776, 

Forfc  Island,  18th  September,  1776. 
Kr, 

The  late  alteration  from  a  Oommitte  of  Safety  to  a  ConnoiP'  of 
Safety,  of  which  Mr.  Morris  tells  me  you  are  appointed  for  the  busi- 
ness of  this  Island,  I  hope  will  plead  in  excuse  for  my  troubling 
yoa  with  the  following  partioulara ;  my  General  instructions  are  to 
deliver  stores  committed  to  my  care  by  an  Order  from  the  command- 
ing officer.  Querie,  are  those  Orders  to  be  written  or  verbal,  Officers 
are  very  apt  to  send  verbal  orders  for  what  they  want,  should  I  re- 
fuse to  comply,  they  may  be  displeased.  As  a  Barrack  master  may 
I  not  exercise  my  own  «fudgment  in  matters  relative  to  my  duty  ana 
in  all  issuings  insist  on  Written  orders,  taking  receipt  to  whom  de- 
livered, &0. 

Last  night  Capt.  Simmons  se^t  for  the  Key  of  the  cellar  under  the 
Committee  House  to  confine  a  Prisoner  in.  I  sent  it,  tho'  against 
mv  own  Judgment,  (but  took  the  messenger's  receipt.)  Should  that 
cellar  be  turned  into  a  black-Hole  or  made  a  prison  of,  it  will  soon 
become  obnoxious  and  diffuse  a  disagreeable  smell  through  the  whole ' 
apartments.  Should  be  glad  to  know  on  whome  I  am  to  gfve  my 
orders  in  futer  for  wood  delivered  for  the  use  of  tMs  station. 

A  wood  yard  is  much  wanting^  will  the  Committee  for  this  Island 
be  pleased  to  give  orders  to  the  carpenter  that's  coming  to  work,  to 
build  me  one  on  a  spot  conteagus  both  to  vessels  and  Barracks. 

This  Island  is  very  leaky ;  many  musrat  holes  being  in  the  BaakA 
ocations  it.  The  Banks  wants  mowing,  the  vast  numbers  of  cattle 
&  sheep  the  Butchers  had  on  the  meadow  destroved  the  Grass  and 
left  the  weeds  standing.  Shall  I  have  the  weed  out  down  ?  The 
Barrack  Doors  should  be  Numbered  and  the  water-casks  should  be 
Numbered  to  each  Barrack,  that  should  the  troops  or  others  inhabit- 
ing the  Barrack  Booms  suffer  them  to  fall  to  pieces,  that  roome  or 
soldiers  in  it,  should  be  put  under  stopages  to  repair  s*  casks. 

The  Gutters  of  the  Committee  house  should  have  been  painted 
and  the  cracks  stopt  with  Puttee,  and  Painted  two  or  three  times 
after  its  being  stop't  with  Puttey,  &c.,  if  that  is  not  done  before  the 
winter  sets  in,  the  House  may  be  greatly  damaged  by  rain,  &c. 

This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Mr.  Claypole,  who  would  be  very, 
ready  to  serve  you  in  Painting  the  Gutters  and  Numbering  the  Doors, 
and  in  partioulv  in  mending  a  Number  orWindows  as  many  Plans 
aro  broocen.  > 

I  am  with  great  Bsteem,  yonr  most 

Hun^ble  Servant, 

JOHN  BEAD  * 
Directed,^ 

To  David  Bittenhouse,  Esq'r,  Philadelphia. 
^'  favour  of  Mr.  James  Claypoole. 

*  Bee  Colon.  Bee.,  Yol.  X.,  p.  668. 
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Council  op  Safett  to  Bbmj.  Flowbe,  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety. 

Philada.^  Septem'r  18tb,  1776.     ' 
Sir, 

I  have  it  in  chargo  from  this  board  to  acquaint  jon  that  com* 
pinintB  hare  been  made  to  na  that  the  Ammunition  aent  to  the  Flj«. 
ing  Gamp  has  bcjon  greatly  aqnandered  and  wasted  throneh  the  negtt*. 
gtnee  of  lonra  of  ih»  Officm,  who  have  the  care  of  it.  Am  omt 
Bupply  of  ammunition  is  very  precarious,  &  the  suooess  of  oar  pn^. 
sent  straggka  must  greatly  depend  on  a  carefull  use  of  it,  we  there- 
fore think  it  onr  indispensable  duty  to  give  yon  this  caution,  in  order 
Ibat  proper  oaro  may  oe  taken  therein: 

By  Order  of  Gonnoil. 

Directed. 

U  Benj.  Flowers,  Commissary  of  Stores  at  Flying  Camp. 


Patrick  Anderson  to  Council,  1776. 

Camp  above  EingsbridgOj  Sept.  22nd^  1776. 
Honoured  Sir, 

My  Zeal  for  the  Great  Cause  &  the  Difficulties  I  have  Lately  En- 
countered, together  with  our  present  shattered  condition  &  my  want 
of  Instructions  from  the  Honourable  the  CoDTention  or  Council, 
over  which  you  preside.  Relative  to  my  future  conduct,  Oblidges  me 
to  trouble  your  Honour  with  the  following  accounts  and  Requests, 
and  therefore  shall  submit  the  following  particulars  to  your  Consi- 
deration. ^ 

Immediately  after  our  Defeat  on  Long  Island  the  command  of  the 
mosquetry  Battallion  Devolved  on  me.  I  found  the  number  of  men 
remaining  fit  for  Dutv  to  be  about  200,  but  the  most  of  theii^  Bif^ 
gage  ft  some  Even  of  their  arms  and  accoutrements  Lost,  ft  havinff 
no  field  officers  Left,  applyed  to  Lt.  CoL  Broadhead  for  his  advm 
ft  aaajstapoe;  soon  after  he  informed  me  the  General  ordered  him  to 
annex  our  Battallion  to  the  Riffle  Reg*,  which  I  at  that  time  Com- 
plyed  with  in  Expectation  of  further  instructions  from  the  Conven- 
tion or  Gonnoil  of  Safety,  as  GolL  Broadhead  wrote  you  concerning 
it.  Want  of  Neoessaxys  cowered  the  men's  minds.  Defioiencys  in 
their  Stipulated  Rations  hath  Increased  it,  &  Neglect  of  punctual 
pay*  of  their  pay,  hath  Caused  their  meeting  &  Desert  in  Great  nniB^ 
bers,  with  arms,  &c.,  So  that  there  is  now  only  soaroe  EAgbt]^-^hxe^ 
Remajjijjy^  Jt  tbey  atill  think  if  tbej  are  taken  priaouaia  tibej  ^in)l 
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Dot  be  Exchanged  while  any  prisoners  from  the  Continental  army  is 
in  the  Enemy's  hands. 

2.  The  foregoing  will  necessary ly  shew  our  present  condition. 

8.  Your  Honoar  will  hereby  perceive  that  the  utmost  Exertions 
are  necessary  to  bring  the  men  to  their  Duty,  Therefore  I,  with  Gol. 
Broadhead's  permission  have  sent  Lieat.  Lang,  after  the  Deserters, 
be  being  a  Gentleman  in  whom  I  can  fully  confide,  both  for  his 
•bilitys  &  faithfulness,  &  who,  from  his  knowledge  of  military  Duties 
k  df  the  state  of  our  troops,  &  having  been  continually  active  in  aU 
ov  movements,  can  fuly  Inform  your  Honour  of  Every  particular 
jmi  may  think  proper  to  Enquire  after.  Also,  Gapt*  Dehuff  will 
foriber  inform  on  his  arrival. 

I  would  therefore  wish  to  know  what  farther  orders  you  may  think 
proper  to  Issue  &  shall  chearfully  Obey,  &  if  you  see  cause  to  re- 
cruit the  Battallion,  Shall  Recommend  several  for  promotion  of 
whose  Good  behaviour  &  courage  I  have  undoubted  proofs,  Both  in 
Long  Island  &  Elsewhere. 

I  am  Hon'^  Sir^  your  most  obed't  servH, 

PATRICK  ANDERSON,  Cap*, 

P.  B.  M. 

Directed. 

To  the  Honourable  Benjamin  Frankliff, 

President  of  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
at  Philadelphia. 


Robert  Mobris  to  Counoil  of  S.,  1776. 

Philad'a,  Sept  24th,  1776. 
Genf, 

The  ship  Betsey,  Gap.  Stevens,  being  in  the  Service  of  the  Gonti- 
nenti  We  request  you  will  grant  permission  for  a  good  Pilot  to  carry 
her  down  the  Bay  &  due  care  will  be  taken  that  he  does  not  faU 
into  the  hands  of  the  Enemy. 

By  order  of  the  Secret  Committee. 

,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  QtenV, 

Your  obed*  h'ble  Serv't, 

BOBT.  MORRIS. 

Hirectedj 

To  the  Honorable, 

The  OouncU  of  Safety. 
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Lewis  Nicola  to  Council,  1776. 

September  24th,  1776. 
S', 

I  beg  the  favoar  jou  will  acqaaint  the  Council  that  I  have  done 
my  beat  endeavoan  to  procare  straw  for  the  marioeiy  bat  eannoi  get 
Kujf  sooner  than  the  end  of  this  week  as  the  ooantry  people  bavt 
been  &  are  still  so  employed  in  seeding  their  lands,  they  have  not 
bad  time  to  thrash^  neither  will  it  be  in  mv  power  to  got  the  be4 
cases  made,  &  other  necessaries  provided  before  that  time.  Majof 
Nichols  apprehensive  the  council  may  blame  him  has  desired  me  t9 
give  them  this  information.  , 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obed 

8erv«, 

LEWIS  NICOLA.  ' 

Directed^ 
To  the  Secretary  to  the  Council  of  Safety. 


Danibl  Brodhbad  to  Convbntion,  1776. 

Camp  near  Head  Quarters,  Sep'r  28th,  1776. 
Sir, 

I  am  iorry  I  have  not  been  happy  enough  to  have  the  receipt  of 
my  Letter  to  you  acknowledged  by  an  answer.  By  the  Gen^  orders 
an  officer  is  to  be  sent  from  each  Reg*  to  provide  Cloathinff  suitable 
for  the  Winter,  &  as  we  have  reo*  none  for  the  three  Batr  ns,  espe- 
cially Coats  &  Jackets  I  have  desired  Major  Williams  to  go  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, and  if  Possible  see  those  necessary  articles  forwarded,  and 
be  will  wait  upon  you  with  this.  It  seems  there  are  to  be  no  more 
Provincial  Troops,  so  that  we  shall  probably  be  disbanded.  I  should 
be  glad  to  know  your  Sentiments  about  it,  for  if  this  should  be  the 
case,  those  of  the  Provincial  Officers  who  choose  to  go  into  the  Con- 
tinental Service,  may  have  an  opportunity  to  apply  to  Congress  in 
time. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  great  Regard  & 

Esteem,  your  most  obed't, 

H'ble  Serv't,  . 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 

Directed^ 
OeofM  Ross,  Esquire, 

Vice  President  of  the  Convention  for  Pensilvania. 
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Petition  op  Cumberlakd  Co.,  N.  J.,  to  the  Commtttbb 
FOR  THE  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  1776. 

To  the  honorable  the  Committee  for  the  City  &  Liberties  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

The  Committee  for  the  Ck>aDty  of  Cumberland^  in  the  Prorinoe 
of  New  Jerseji  beg  leave  to  represent. 

That  the  good  people  of  this  County,  forseeing  the  Consequences 
of  the  present  System  of  Administration  with  respect  to  the  Colo- 
nies, have  early  stood  forth  in  the  cause  of  Liberty,  and  exerted 
themselves  in  learning  the  Military  Art,  and  furnishing  themselves 
with  Arms  for  the  defence  of  their  Country,  but  unhappily  for  them, 
thro'  the  great  scarcity  of  Powder,  they  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
furnish  themselves  with  that  neoessary  article,  without  which,  all 
their  Military  preparations  will  be  of  no  avail,  and  their  arms  must 
remain  with  them  an  useless  incumbrance,  nay,  must  even  expose 
them  to  greater  insults  from  the  hand  of  Tyranny.  Impressed  with 
a  sense  of  these  things,  and  considering  how  much  we  lie  exposed 
to  the  depredations  of  ministerial  robbers,  and  finding  there  is  not  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  Ammunition  among  us  to  defend  ourselves, 
(should  they  make  an  incursion  upon  us,)  until  such  time  as  we 
could  be  supplied  from  your  City,  we  therefore  earnestly  request  you, 
(if  in  your  power)  to  furnish  us,  (if  ndt  with  a  full  supply,)  with  at 
least  a  small  quantity  to  ease  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  enable 
us  to  defend  ourselves  and  oar  property,  in  ease  of  any  emergency ; 
you  may  safely  rely  on  our  taking  every  necessary  precaution  to  pro- 
.Teut  its  being  de8tjroye(^  wasted,  or  used  for  any  othm  purpose  than 
the  support  of  the  common  cause. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Gommitteei 

THOMAS  HARBIS,  Oiairman.  ; 
Sepfr  80th,  1776. 

IHrectedj 
To  the  hon'ble  Committee  of  Philadelphia. 


Pay  of  the  Armed  Boats  per  Month,  1776. 

Pay  of  the  Armed  Boats  ^  month,  to  Commence  from  Oct'r  1, 1776. 


Captain^ 

82  Dollars 

1st,  Lieutenant^ 

20    do. 

2d  Lieutenant, 

16    do. 

Captain's  Clerk^ 

12    do. 

Boatswain, 

15    do. 

Gunner^ 

15    do. 

Carpenter, 

15  Dollars 

Steward, 

12    do. 

Cook, 

9     do. 

Drum  &  fife^ 

8    do. 

Privates^ 

8    do. 

Boys, 

4    do. 
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UaBter, 

Master's  Mate, 
Gunner's  Mate, 
Carpenter's  Mate^ 
Boatswain  8  Mate, 
Qa'  Master, 
Carpenter's  Yeoman, 
Q^  Ganner, 


Oommodora, 

60 

16 

Doctor 

261 

12 

Mate, 

15 

9 

Pilot, 

9 

Midshipman, 

12 

9 

Armorer, 

9 

8 

Master  of  Alarms, 
Boatswain's  Teoman. 

10 

8 

Rich*!)  Boaeit  to  B.  Morris,  17T6.  > 

York  Town  Jail,  OotoVr  2cl,  1776. 
Sir, 

In  Conformity  to  the  Besolntion  of  Oongressfor  the  aUowance  for 
Officers  who  are  Prisoners,  I  direoted  Mr.  Oraybel,  the  Goaler  of 
York  Town,  after  paying  him  the  over  pins  of  his  Bill  for  Mr.  Ball 
and  myself  to  call  npon  the  Committee  of  this  place,  who  returned 
for  answer  that  they  had  no  directions  in  the  case.  I  shall  therefore 
be  oblig'd  to  you  to  regulate  this  matter  with  the  Committee  of 
York  Town  in  soch  a  way  Uiat  payment  may  be  made  to  the  Land- 
lords here,  as  it  will  be  inconvenient  for  them  to  wait  on  the  Congress. 
As  I  never  before  found  any  Difficulty  in  getting  this  matter  settled, 
the  Committee  at  Oetmantown  readyly  paying  it,  I  have  now  to  apo- 
logise to  you  for  the  trouble  offered  to  you,  which  this  new  Circum- 
stance has  occasioned. 

I  am,  Sir, 

With  due  respect, 

Your  most  obedient, 

and  most  Humble  servant, 

RICH'D  BOGER. 

,JHrected. 

Bobert  Morris,  Esq'',  in  Congress. 


Lt.  Col.  Wm,  Baxter  to  Councii*,  1776. 

Bucks  County,  Neshamoney,  October  2th,  1776. 
Qentelmen, 

Noe  Doubt  yon  have  beard  of  an  Election  ben  held  yesterday  by 
the  torey  partey  at  Naetown  in  thifl  County,  the  Bearer,  Capt" 
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Sempell,  I  have  sent  to  inf^Mrm  yon  of  what  he  knows  cooedniing 
the  affear^  as  he  was  at  the  Election. 

From  y  most  Obed*  Ha'ble 

Sery*, 

WILUAM  BAXTER,  D.  Col-. 

To  the  Gouncel  of  Saftey^  in  Philadelphia. 


for  Bucks. 

e  r  Will  Minkman,  «  C  WiU.  Linton, 

%  I  John  Story,  ^  <  Tho.  Ross, 

S.1  James  Shaw,  5  (.  Wm.  Atkinson. 
J  [Thos.  Smith. 

Sam,  BOet,  Shenf. 

Wm.  Biles  dispersed  Tickets. 
Hicks  proposed  the  plan. 

John  Brown,  Wm.  Rodman, 

Benj.  Chapman. 

John  Windar,  Clerk  of  the  Court  made  proelamaiion. 

Directed, 

To  the  Cooncel  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Pensilvaiiia. 


Council  to  Hsmbt  Wynkoop,  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety,  Philad-,  3d  Oct.  1776. 

Sir, 

We  are  Informed  that  some  evil  minded  persons,  disaffected  to 
the  present  Government,  have  attempted  to  prevent  its  Establish- 
ment, by  supporting  the  late  Government  under  the  Authority  of 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  for  w*'^  purpose  they  have  proceeded  to 
an  Election  of  Representatives  under  the  said  authority,  in  Contempt 
and  defiance  of  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State.  As 
such  a  Measure,  if  carried  into  Execution,  cannot  fail  to  defeat  this 
virtuous  Opposition  to  the  Tyranny  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
it  behoves  us  to  take  Effectual  Measures  to  punish  such  contuma- 
cious Offenders  against  this  State.  Yon  are  therefore  desired  to 
make  enquiry  concerning  the  Said  Election,  &  of  the  persons  who 
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in  principally  coDeern'd  therein,  &  oommanicate  the  same  to  this 
Board  aa  soon  aa  you  oonveniently  can. 

By  order  of  the  Council. 
Direcied, 

(Copy.) 
To  Henry  Wynkoop,  Esq'. 


BIajor  Thomas  Proctor  to  Counoil,  1776. 

Philadelphia,  Oot.  8d,  1776, 
Oentlemen, 

Aa  the  second  Comp'y  of  Artillery  which  I  was  directed  to 
Tu^e  for  this  provinoe  is  nearly  Compleat'd,  Conceive  the  Necessity 
of  your  appointing  such  Gentlemen  as  you  may  think  moat  worthy 
to  fill  the  station  of  Officers  in  s'  Comp'y,  In  order  they  may  the 
aooner  become  acquainted  with  their  Duty  and  their  men.  And  as 
it  will  always  reflect  Honour  on  the  Core,  and  greatly  emulate  the 
soldiery  to  Ezcell  by  Chuseing  such  Men,  for  promotion,  who  have 
supported  a  becoming  Character  in  the  Army ;  Beg  leave  to  offer 
the  following  Gentlemen  for  your  acceptance,  being  well  acquainted 
with  their  General  conduct  believe  they  have  personal  Courage, 
via.,  Mr.  William  Fergusson,  Mr.  Pat'k  Duffy,  Mr.  Chas.  Turnbull, 
Mr.  Robt.  MeConneU.  They  can  be  suitably  recommended  by 
reputable  Cityzans  if  required.  The  promotion  of  Lieutenants  Stro- 
Imek,  Courtnay  &  Proctor,  be^your  Honours  to  take  into  Considcra- 
lioii,and  if  the  Number  of  Artillerymen  are  appointed  to  be  Detach'd 
lo  General  Washington,  shou'd  be  proud  to  receive  my  Orders  on 
the  Occasion. 

I  am,  (Gentlemen, 

Your  Honours' 

Most  H'ble  Servant, 

THOS.  PROCTOR.* 
Direcied. 
To  the  Honourable  Councill  of  Safety,  Philadelphia. 

♦  8^  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  X.,  p.  742.    Several  of  them  were  appointed. 
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Council  to  Brig.  Gkn.  McKinley,  1776, 

In  Coxmcil  of  Safety,  Oct'  5th,  1775. 

Gen.  Jno.  McKinley,  Wilmington : 

Sir, 

The  Troops  belonging  to  this  State  in  the  Continental  Service 
being  in  great  Want  of  Warm  Cloathing,  the  Council,  after  taking 
the  necessary  Steps  to  procure  from  the  Different  Counties  in  this 
State  all  the  Coarse  Cloths,  Blankets  &  Stockings  that  can  be  had, 
were  Informed  that  a  quantity  may  be  obtained  with  you,  the 
Council  knowing  your  attachment  to  the  American  oabse  took  the 
liberty  earnestly  to  request  you  would  undertake  this  Business  for 
them  by  appointing  proper  persons  in  the  different  parts  of  your 
State  to  purchase  Coarse  Cloths,  Blankets,  Worsted  or  Yam  Stock- 

•  ings  &  Coarse  Linen.  Should  theze  be  a  prospect  of  Success,  the 
Council  will  Immediately  famish  you  with  a  proper  Sum  of  money 
for  the  purpoB6,.or  pay  all  such  Drafts  as  you' may  make  upon  them. 

*  Directed  J 

[     To  Brigadier  Gen*  McKinley,  Wilmington,  Oct.  5th,  1770.* 


Majob  Ennion  Williams  to  Council,  1776. 

Philad*,  Saturday  Morning,  October  5Ui,  1776. 
Sir, 

Colonel  Broadhead's  Letter,  wrote  some  time  since,  indosiBg  the 
Returns  of  the  three  Batalions,  &c.,  I  observe  by  the  Minutes  of  the 
Convention  has  been  laid  before  them,  which  Letter  has  not  yet 
been  answered,  which  the  Colonel  at  present  is  at  a  Loss  to  know 
the  reason  of.  The  Colonel  also  wrote  a  Letter  by  me  to  Colonel 
George  Ross,  Esquire,  Vice  President  of  the  Convention.  The  Care 
and  Direction  of  these  three  Batalions  being  referred  to  the  Council 
of  Safety,  it  no  doubt  will  be  Necessary  that  all  these  Papers  should 
be  laid  before  you  Immediately  for  your  Consideration.  I  have 
been  confined  to  my  Bed  these  2  days,  or  I  should  have  waited  on 
you  myself. 

I  am  your  humble  Servant, 

ENNION  WILLIAMS. 
Dii'ectedf 

Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire, 

Pres'ent  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  X.,  p.  748. 
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Major  Ennion  Williams  to  Council,  1776. 

Monday  Morning,  Ooir  7tli,  177<l. 
Sir, 

I  here  inclose  a  Betarn  of  the  Cloibing,  fto.,  of  the  three  PenniP 
Batalions,  for  the  inspection  of  joor  H'ble  Board  now  sitting. 

A  List  of  the  Caps  Coats,  &c.,  latelj  sent,  has  not  jet  eome  to  Wff 
Hand,  tbey  are  therefore,  not  included  in  this  Return. 

In  your  List  of  Articles  sent  forw^  last  August  or  bcttinnine  ff 
September,  you  no  Doubt  will  have  a  large  (^antity  of  BlanEe^ 
not  accounted  for  in  this  Return;  the  Reason  of  w^ch  is,  tha4« 
large  Parcel,  (I  believe  2  Bales,)  of  Blankets  were  forwarded  fcofi 
Amboy,  by  Col.  Biddle  to  Fort  Constitution:  and  Col.  Brodhead 
was  informed,  that  there,  through  Mistake  of  the  assist*  Dy  Qt,  M.  G. 
they  were  open'd  and  distributed  to  the  Flying  Camp,  so  that  Ofr 
suffering  Troops  did  not  receive  any  of  that  Parcel. 

I  am  with  great  Esteem, 

Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 

ENNION  WILLIAMS. , 

P.  S.  Colonel  Brodhead  would  be  glad  to  know,  whether  tke 
Cloths  remaining,  belonging  to  those  soldiers  missing  on  Long  Island, 
are  to  be  appraised  and  delivered  to  the  Troops  nt  Caxap,  Or  wiiftt 
other  Measure  the  Council  of  Safety  chuso  to  order. 

En.  W.  \ 

i 

Directed^ 

Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire, 

President  of  the  H'ble  The  Council  of  Safety,  Press*.       , 
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An  Account  of  Cannon  Cast  at  Reading  and  Warwick 

Furnaces,  1776. 

An  account  of  Cannon  cast  at  An  account  of  Cannon  east  at 
Warwick  Furnace  for  the  State  Reading  Furnace  for  the  State 
of  F^nAsyWania.  of  Pensjlvania. 


I 


Weight  of  Saoh 


19 

18 
K 
18 

18 
18 
12 

18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
12 
18 
18 
1« 
12 
12 
18 
12 
18 
18 


If 

T.  C.  qr.  lb.  T.  C.  qr.  lb.  12 


WdgbtofEMh 


1  8  8  14 
1  8  3  14 
18  2 


1  9 
1  9 


1  15 

1  15 

1  15 
2 


3 
8 


12 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 


Weight  onbKh 
UFMiadw. 

1  10  14 
1  10  14 


Weight  of 


1  14    2  14 

2  3        14 
1  13    3 

1  13  1     14 

1  13    8  14 

2  9    3  14 


lb  No. 

1  19    2  14  12    2    3  1      11    8    2  14 

2  2    7   18    6 11    8    2  14 

2 

2     1 
2 


19    2 


2 
2 


3  14    8    3  14  W»  Total. 

ft)  No. 

12    6 
14    18  18 


Not  weighted, 
Do. 


1 
1 
1 


9 
9 
9 


1 
2 
1 


Total, 


1    9 


& 
12      8 
18    24 


2 
2 


1 
1  14 


32  cannon. 


lb  No. 
12  10 

^4  10    3     7  27  10      21   The    Total   cast  at  Warwick  & 
*°  ** Reading  Furnaces. 

27    10           21  Poundew.        Number. 

12            31 

42     IWt.  Total.  18            61 


12  13    Not  weighed. 
18  23  Do. 


92  cannon. 


Total; 


lb 
12    23 
48    37 


dO  cflonoD. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVES  1776.  87 

Robert  Smith  to  Council,  1776. 

Gentlemen: 

Af  I  ha?e  oooasion  for  a  further  sapfdy  of  money^  U  nay  not  be 
improper  to  inform  you  how  I  am  going  on.  Wo  are  flooring,  Btiac 
ing,  braoeing&  Lannohing  off  the  frames  fit  for  Mr.  Morris  to  oanOT 
of  in  order  for  sinking.  I  expect  to  finish  this  part  of  baseness  if 
the  weather  be  fayonrable  about  the  middle  of  the  next  month.  1 
bare  expended  all  the  money  which  I  rieo'd  and  something  conside- 
rable OTer  and  above,  or  due  to  the  Workmen  which  is  one  and  the 
same,  I  mean  in  Building  Shades  for  ourselves  and  Barracks  en  the 
fort  hill,  together  with  the  Chevaux  de  frize,  &c.,  for  wages,  proYi- 
aions.  Rum  and  sundry  materials  besides  what  Mr.  Morris  has  pro- 
Tided.  I  therefore  desire,  if  it  be  agreeable  to  the  Council  of  Safety, 
Aey  wOl  order  Joseph  CassDn  to  receive  for  my  acco*  to  carrey  on 
this  baseness  the  further  sum  of  five  hundred. 

I  am  Gentlemen,  your, 

most  Obed^  humble  Serv^, 

BOBT.  SMITH. 

Bellengsport,  Oct'r  8th,  1776. 

Directed'-- 

To  the  Coancel  of  Safety. 

'^  favor  Mr.  Joseph  Casson. 


William  Brown  to  Council,  1776. 


>  t 

.    M 
•I 


Sir,  *• 

I  hope  you  will  pardon  my  freedom,  and  not  Imagine  that  I  in  the 
least  presume  to  dictate  to  yon  or  any  Member  of  your  Honorable 
Body,  but  piompted  by  BxperSence  and  my  Inclination  of  Servingr 
the  public!^  bes  leave  to  propose  to  you  a  method  which  I  apprehend 
would  be  attended  with  much  Benifit  to  the  State  in  Oenerai  and  my 
people  in  particular.  Tho'  I  am  provided  with  as  sober  and  orderly 
a  Company  of  men  as  perhaps  any  in  the  Service,  yet  ^th' great 
Concern  I  observe  they  mdke  no  provision  against  the  Inclemency 
of  the  approaching  season,  wherefore  I  would  request  that  your 
Honorable  Board,  if  to  them  it  appeared  proper  or  necessary,  would 
order  them  such  Cleathing  and  Bedding  as  the  severity  of  the  winter 
season  might  Demand,  and  cause  the  sum  of  Twenty  or  Twenty-five 
shillings  to  be  deducted  from  their  Wages  monthly,  untill  the  ^h^le 
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Ezpenee  be  defnyed.  I  would  giTe  orders  therefor  mjself,  bnt  am 
unwilliDg  to  gire  mj  people  nnbrege  by  my  iBBoration  in  their 
paymeDty  and  am  assured  they  would  with  Gratitude  acknowledge 
that  you  had  eonferred  a  FaTour  upon  them  by  eompeling  them  to 
be  proridenty  and  prevent  me  from  seeing  a  Number  of  hearty,  Brare 
ftllowB  ehilled  with  Cold  and  rendered  uafitt  for  present  or  future 


I  am.  Sir, 

Your  much  Obliged, 

hum'e  Serr^j 

WILLIAM  BROWN. 
Phihd%  9  Octb',  177& 

DireeUd. 

To  Thoe.  Wharton,  jun..  Esq', 

Prendent  of  the  CounoQ  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Pennsylfania. 


Dr.  Benjamin  Bush  to  Council,  1776. 

Friday,  Oct  11, 1776. 
Sir, 

The  conffress  have  ordered  the  board  of  war  to  confer  with  a  com- 
mittee of  £e  Council  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania  ^agreeable  to  their 
request)  upon  the  propriety  of  having  a  few  Battallions  stationed  in 
or  near  this  city.  The  board  of  war  will  set  this  morning  at  9 
o^olock  at  the  war  office,  at  which  time  &  place  they  expect  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  your  committee.  I  beg  leave  to  inform  the 
ooundl  that  -eueh  in&rmation  was  given  yestoday  in  Congress 
respecting  the  designs  of  our  enemies  against  this  city,  as  makes  the 
delay  of  a  single  day,  or  even  an  hour,  dangerous. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

with  great  respect, 

your  most  huidble  Servant, 

B.  RUSH. 


The  Honb^'  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq', 

President  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 


Counca  io  Bobkbi  Colsjiar,  1770. 

Sir, 

PhUad*.  11th  Ootob,  1776. 
Kr,  - 

The  Conooil  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Pennsjlvania  eam^lr 
leqnest  joq  to  ky  ande  all  other  bosineaSi  that  you  may  di^ijiitoa 
the  Large  chain  Imutb  w^  Mr.  Peter  Brown  of  tbia  City  has  beqigtw 
of  yon,  the  Council  will  make  you  a  reaaonable  compensation  for  iifl^ 
disadvantages  you  may  sustain  by  it ;  Mr.  Brown  assures  us  that  jqa 
Irill  axhert  your  best  endeayours  to  forward  it,  and  we  hope  you 
will  not  disappoint  those  expectations. 

Your  compliance  will  greatly  promote  the  public  Servlcci  afid  a 
few  lines  in  answer  oblige  y,  £0.  . , 

By  order  of  the  Council. 

Please  to  send  down  immediately  such  parts  as' are  done. 

Directed. 

To  Robert  Coleman. 


Majob  Ennion  Williams  to  Coukoiii»  17T6. 

Thursday  Morning,  11  o'clock, ) 
Oct.  24, 1776.  I 

vfeBtieitteii, 

I  am  this  Moment  informed  by  Captain  Behuff,  who  is  just  arrfv'd 
in  Town,  that  Captain  Irwin  has  concluded  to  enter  into  the  Oonti- 
nental  Service,  he  is  retum'd  in  the  List  for  Provincials. 

It  will  therefore  be  necessary  to  appoint  two  Captains  to  compleat 
the  Provincial  Batalion. 

I  am. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

ENNION  WILLIAMS. 
DireeUd^ 

The  Honorable  the  Council  of  Safety. 
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COICMITTBB  OF  NXW  YOBK  TO  COUNOIL,  1776. 

State  of  New  York,     1 
FishkiU,  Oct'  11, 1776.  | . 
GendemeD, 

I  mm  directed  by  the  Committee,  appointed  by  the  ConTeotioii  of 
this  State  for  enqinriDg  into,  detecting  and  defeating  all  Oonspiraoies 
ibmed  in  the  State  of  New  York  against  the  Liberties  of  America, 
to  inform  jon  that  they  have  sent  into  yonr  State  thirty-three 
Prisoners,  most  of  whom  are  charged  with  treasonable  Practices 
against  the  State,  and  the  others  too  Dangerous  to  be  suffered  to 
remain  within  the  same,  in  its  present  critical  Situation. 

Vhis  Committee  lament  the  necessity  which  obliges  them  to 
trouble  their  sister  State  with  Persons  of  this  stamp;  but,  they 
trust  that  the  peculiar  and  dangerous  Situation  which  the  State  of 
New  York  is  in  at  present  will  apologize  for  a  Measure  dictated  by 
the  most  cruel  necessity. 

I  shall  forbear  to  enlarge  on  this  Subject,  referring  your  honorable 
Body  for  further  Information  to  the  Delegates  of  this  State  in  con- 
tinental Congress. 

In  full  Confidence  that  the  usual  Zeal  which  the  State  of  Pensil- 
vania  has  always  shewn  to  promote  the  public  Cause,  will  be  extended 
to  this  suffering  State.  ^ 

I  haye  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  Respect,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  humble  Seryant, 

WM.  DUER,  Chainnio. 
Directed. 

.  ..  To  the  Hon^i*  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Pensilvania, 
Philadelphia. 


J    • 


Major  Patton  to  jDouncil,  1776. 

Camp  on  York  Island,  near  Head  Q**,  ) 
13th  Oct',  1776.  j 

Sir, 

The  indisposition  of  Colonel  Brodhead  obliged  him  to  go  to  the 
Jerseys,  in  order  to  recover  his  health.  Before  he  went  away  he 
desired  I  would  (agreeable  to  the  Resolve  of  the  Council  of  Safety 
of  the  5th  Instant^)  apply  to  the  officers  of  our  three  Provincial  Bat- 
talions, to  know  which  of  them  wou'd  Serve  in  the  Continental  or 
Provincial  Service  on  the  new  Establishment.    I  accordingly  applied 

*  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  X.  p.  743. 
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to  Bach  of  them  as  are  preseDt,  and  have  Inclosod  you  Lists  of  those 
that  belong  to  each  Battalion,  with  their  Rank,  and  opposite  to  their 
names  hare  set  down  which  Service  they  are  disposed  to  serve  in. 

CoL  Brodhead  did  not  tell  me  which  he  would  Serve  in,  and 
Major  Wiliimma  is  now  in  Philadelphia ;  I  suppose  he  has  informed 
the  Council  of  Safety  which  he  is  inclined  to  be  with.  But  as 
seniority  entitles  the  senior  officers  to  have  their  Choice,  and  which 
to  accept  of,  and  my  superiors  not  yet  haying  made  theirs,  that  with 
some  private  matters  of  my  own,  prevents  my  being  able  to  give  M 
answer  od  that  Head  hefore  I  come  to  Philadelphia. 

I  am, 

With  very  great  respect|  Sir, 

Yoor  moat  Obliged  H'ble  ServS 

JNO.  PATTON. 

I  beg  yoQ  will  lay  the  Inclosed  applications  before  the  Hon'bla 
the  Council  of  Safety,  they  are  from  persons  very  deserving  of  what 
they  apply  for,  being  good  soldiers  &  behaved  well  on  Long  Island. 


Owen  Biddle,  Esq*",  Philadelphia. 


Council  to  Brio.  Gbh.  Msrcbb,  1776. 


.1 


In  Conneil  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Penn*. 

Philad'a,  October  14th,  1776. 
Sir, 

The  Probability  of  this  State  being  invaded  renders  it  necessary 
for  us  to  take  effectual  moans  for  our  Defence.     We  therefor  sena 

for  three  of  thesis  Brass  Field  pieces  belonging  to 
this  State  now  at  Amboy,  together  with  all  their  Stores,  yoo  wiD 
see  the  Necessity  of  this  measure  and  forward  the  service  all  in  thdr 
Power.     By  oraer  of  the  Council. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  Ileq)ect,' 

Sir,  Your  very  Humble  Serv*, 

T.  W.,  President 

« 

Direeiedj 
Brig*  General  Mercer. 


.  i 
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GoTOOH.  ov  Savxtt  to  Hbkbt  Fishes,  177C. 

In  Ooimcil  of  Safetj.  ' 

Philadelphia,  October  14tb,  1776. 
Bir, 

By  acooonts  this  day  received  from  Amboji  we  are  iDformed  that 
Um  Enemy  have  embarked  at  Staten  Island,  and  there  is  reason  to 
believe  they  are  coming  round  to  this  place. 

The  Connoil  therefore  direct  that  yon  keep  a  vigilant  look  ont  &  do 
Older  you  to  send  two  fast  sailing  Boats  in  Company,  to  look  ont 
from  the  Eastward  of  our  Capes  as  far  as  Effg  Harbour  in  order  to 
gain  the  earliest  InteUigenee  of  the  approach  of  the  Enemy.  Upon 
their  discoverinf  any  fleet  bound  towards  our  Capes,  one  of  the  Boats 
is  to  put  into  ^g  Harbour  &  send  an  Express  to  us  by  Land,  and 
ihe  other  Boat  is  to  give  intelligence  to  you.-  Upon  your  receiving 
mny  certain  Intelligence  in  this  way  or  by  the  appearance  of  the 
Enemy,  You  are  Immediately  to  give  the  Allarm  by  the  Guns  & 
Signals  as  formerly  directed  by  the  late  Honorable  Committee  of 
Safety,  and  send  o£f  Expresses  by  Land  as  frequently  as  any  new 
appearance  of  an  Enemy  occursi  or  any  new  movements  do  appear 
of  any  consequence. 

From  your  former  assiduity  and  attention  to  your  appointment| 
we  have  great  confidence  that  you  will  exert  every  Power  to  give  us 
the  earliest  Intelligence  and  by  the  most  Expeditious  and  certain 
means,  as  the  Safety  of  this  City  may  much  depend  upon  it 

By  order  of  the  Council. 

DAVID  RITTBNHOUSB,  V.  President.^ 


*6tr, 

•  This  Lett^  Game  to  me  in  this  manner,  open'd  as  you  see ;  the 
Express  Kider,  Mr.  Chamber  opened  it,  Mr.  Chamber  fills  the  plaee 
•of  Mf.  Bean,  Wilmington,  am  S'.  your  Humble  S% 

MArW  DELANY. 

Tuesday  morning,  |  After  Nine. 

Direciedf 
lo  Mr.  Henry  Fisher,  On  Public  Service, 

at  Lewis  Town.  ^  Express.  « 

Indoned, 

From  Mat'w  Delany  to  Mr.  French  Battle,  in  Dover,— ^  Boy. 

From  Battell  to  Mr.  Thos.  Eavcns,  Seeder  Creek,  to  be  Dispached 
in  Haist. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  X.,  p.  753. 
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SsTiiCAiB  OF  A  Continental  Rbqimbnt,  1776. 

Estimate  of  a  Gonthieatal  Regiment. 

1  Colonel,       75  Dolls.,  6  rations  1  Adjutant,   40  Dolls.,  8  rations 

1  Lt  Colonel,  60  5  Rank  as  first  Lieutenant 

1  Major,         50  4  1  Qr.  master,  27 J           2 

8  OspUins,    40  8  1  Surgeon,     83             3    . 

Sl-^LientP    27  2  1  Mate,          18             2 

8  Seeoad  do.  27  2  1  Serjeant 

8  BndgDs,     20  2  Major,         9             1 

1  Regimental  1  Drum  Maj.    9  1 
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pajmas'     40  8  1  Fife  Major,  9 

Rank  as  first  Lieutenant.    1  Qr.  Master 
1  Ohaplsin,  88i  2  Serjeant,      9 

8  Comp'js,  Each  Company  to  have, 
1  Captain,  1  First  Lieut.,  1  Second  Lieut.,  1  Ensign. 
4  Serjeants,  "^ 
4  Corporab, 
1  Drammer, 
IFife, 
76  Privates, 

An  allowance  of  1}  Dollar  to  be  made  for  each  recruit,  in  lieu  of 
all  ezpences  exclusive  of  subsistance  money,  1  dollar  ^  week  each 
Private,  21  dollars,  eadi  Commission  Officer  on  recruiting  service. 

N.B.  60^ctwas  added  to  the  Regimental  Commissioned 
officers  only. 

In  Congressi  Oct'r  7th,  1776. 


Instructions  to  Cap.  Botd,  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety. 

Philada.,  October  14th,  1776. 
Sir, 

By  inteligenee  received  from  Congress,  it  is  apprehended  that  the 
Enemy  have  an  intention  to  Land  somewhere  about  Shrewsbury  and 
psss  over  by  Land  to  this  City.  In  order  that  we  may  have  the 
earliest  advise  of  their  movements  in  that  quarter,  the  Council  have 
appointed  you  to  proceed  to  Shrewsbury,  and  when  you  arrive  there 

:oa  are  advised  to  consult  with  the  several  Gentlemen,  to  whom  you 
ave  a  Letter  of  recommendation,  on  the  best  method  of  observing 
what  the  intentions  of  the  Enemy  are,  and  if  there  appears  to  be 
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any  design  of  Landing  any  body  of  men,  on  any  part  of  that  coast, 
or  any  lUioiber  of  Ships  shaping  their  eovuse  towards  the  Capes  of 
Delaware,  yon  are  to  send  an  immediate  and  particular  aooount 
thereof  by  Express,  to  this  Cooiimly  for  w'ch  purpose  you  are  to 
provide  proper  persons  with  horses  to  be  ready  at  all  times  to  carnr 
any  dispatches  that  yon  may  mske  to  ns,  the  Ezpenoes  of  which 
will  be  defrayed  by  this  board,  we  have  only  to  add  that  yon  will  use 
a  proper  Oeconomy  ft  Secresy  in  transacting  this  bosiness^  bvt  at 
the  same  time  yon  are  not  to  avoid  any  necessary  expeooe.  If  adj 
thing  should  oocnr  to  manifest  the  designs  of  the  Enemy  plainlji 
you  may  then  retnm,  otherwise  yon  are  to  remain  in  that  qoaiier 
nntil  yon  have  established  through  the  Channel  of  our  Friend%  % 
certain  mode  of  intelligence.* 

jyireetetff 

To  Capt  Boyd. 


Orders  to  Col.  Samuel  MiFFLnr,  1776. 

In  Coundl  of  Safety,  Ocf  r  14, 1776. 
Sir, 

The  Council  think  it  Necessary  from  Advices  this  dpy  receiyed,  to 
send  for  three  of  the  Brass  field  pieces  belonging  to  this  State  left 
in  New  Jersey. 

You  are  therefore  requested  to  fsend  one  of  your  Artillery  Offi- 
cers immediately  to-  Gen*  Mercer,  to  whom  we  shall  write  by  the 
Officer  you  appoint  for  that  Senrice. 

Directed^ 
To  Col.  Sami  Mifflin. 


*  Sm  bis  answer  postM. 

t  See  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  X.  p.  755,— also,  p.  41,  ihia  Vol. 
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■ 

To  FROM  GOUKCIL  OV  SAMWSYy  1776. 

In  Gouoil  of  Safety. 

Philada.,  14  Ootober,  1779. 

Gongres  las  received  intelligenoe  from  General  Lee,*  that  tbe 
Hamana  haye  embarked  from  Slaten  Island,  and  that  there  is  too 
mnch  reason  to  apprehend,  thej  intend  for  this  State.  We  there- 
fore, moat  earnestly  entreat  you  to  exert  yourself  to  the  uMnost  to 
have  your  Battalion  in  perfect  readiness  to  march,  at  the  shortest 
warning.  The  Conndl  will  immediately  procure  the  best  Provisiona 
k  aooommodations,  and  will  gi?e  yon  notice  the  moment  they  find 
it  absolntelj  neoeflsary  for  you  to  march.  The  defence  of  our  country 
depends  on  the  spirit  of  its  inhabitants,  and  we  firmly  rely  on  their 
Yirtne  &  Patriotism,  for  the  support  of  that  Freedom  which  we  have 
a  right  to  enjoy  k  which  we  are  bound  to  transmit  unimpaired  to 
posteri^. 

By  order  of  the  Council. 

To 


Majob  Pbocxob  to  Council,  1776. 

Fort  Island,  Ootr  15th,  1776. 
M'.  President, 

I  woold  beg  leave  to  offer  my  oppinion  on  a  few  particulars  whiob 
Ooeor,  to  be  neoessary  for  our  present  safety. 

First,  That  the  floating  Ghevaux  du  freeae'a  be  brought  and 
Boored  at  their  proper  plaM,  fit  for  sinking. 

Secondly,  The  boom  which  at  present  is  in  a  useless  state,  to  be 
fiz'd  to  the  Piers  as  intended  for  service. 

Thirdly,  As  the  disUnce  between  the  Eastmost  piere  and  the 
west  part  of  the  Sunk  Chevanz  du  freeie,  admiU  large  Ships  to  pass 
with  ease,  whether  it  ought  not  to  be  properly  secured,  as  the  Ghe- 
vaux du  freese's  for  that  purpose  are  'floating  along  side  the  Fort 
Wharfo. 

Fourthly,  Having  obaerved  a  Larae  Briffg  under  the  care  of  Miefa. 
Boraey,  to  pass  through  the  East  Gnannell  with  safety,  whether  it 
might  not  be  proper  to  move  the  Ghevaux  du  freese's  prepared  al 
Oloater,  to  prevent  the  passing  of  any  vessels  at  so  great  a  distance 

•  See  Col.  Bm.  Vol  X.,  p.*  753. 
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from  the  Fort,  which  Tossels  arc  seldom,  if  ever,  examinol  by  the 
fleet,  and  mighty  through  the  means  of  sabtSe  peraons,  paaa  Troops 
to  the  City  undiscover'd,  till  too  late. 

Fifthly,  As  the  18  Prs  on  board  the  Province  Ship  are  too  long 
to  be  wark'd  to  any  degree  of  advantage  for  action,  if  it  would  not 
be  Expedient  imediatcly  to  chanee  them  for  Cannon,  more  soitabh^. 
and  the  present  Cannon  on  Board  to  be  mounted  at  BiUingsport,  to 
fionn  a  OBfence  for,  and  with  the  Chevauz  du  freese's,  and  to  sen^ 
the  six  Ounns  w'oh  lays  useless  Hr.  Horriss's  Whaife,  to  sdtabla*; 
placet  here  I  have  to  mount  them  on,  untill  they  are  wanted  fyt\ 
other  Service. 

I  remain,  Sir, 

Your  most  H**«  Serv*, 

THOS.  PROCTOR 

Directedy 
To  the  Hon'ble  Council  of  Safety,  Philadelphia. 


Wm.  Richards  to  Council  of  Safety,  1776. 

Philadelphia,  Ooto^  16th,  1776. 
The  Council  Safety, 
Gentl'n : 

The  Commodore  was  with  me  this  morning,  and  says  the  Fleet 
has  not  any  Colours  to  hoist  if  they  should  be  called  on  Duty,  it  is 
not  in  my  power  to  get  them  done,  untill  there  is  a  design  fiz'd  w 
to  Bake  the  Colours  by* 

Qent'n :  The  people  in  and  about  Trenton,  are  ia  great  Distresii 
fbi  the  want  of  Salt,  woud  be  glad  if  yeu  will  order  some  to  supply 
them,  they  shall  have  it  at  your  prioo  and  the  Charges.  \ 

AenudB,  OentFn,  your 

most  ObedH  &  very  Hum'ble  SerVt, 

WM.  RICHARDS. 

Oentl'n,  if  it  is  not  agreeable  to  let  me  have  the  Salt,  you  wilf 
please  to  order  it  to  the  Committee  of  Trenton. 

Directed. 

The  Hon'ble  Council  of  Safety,  Pres't.  ' 
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■  •  ^ 

HlK&T  FXSHSR  TO  COUNCIL,  177& 

Lewb,  Oof'  ye  16, 1776* 

I  Beo^  jour  letter*  per  Express,  last  night  at  half-past  Bleren 
</elodk,  wherein  yon  oroer  me  to  send  two  Pilot  boats  to  Cmise  to 
tke  Eastward,  I  mnst  acquaint  yon  that  there  is  no  boatfs  here  that ' 
ean  be  goC,  that  is  any  ways  fit  for  the  Serrioe,  they  bemg  all  bought 
np  by  yonr  Merchants  to  send  to  sea.    Yon  hkewise  desire  me  to 
keep  a  strict  look  out,  which  you  may  depend  upon  that  I  shall,  as ' 
my  Character  is  at  stake,  though  but  trifline  to  your  Oity.     I  must 
acQuaint  you  that  I  hare  plaoed  a  very  good  and  trusty  hand  at  the 
lignt  house,  to  giye  me  the  Earliest  Notice  of  the  Approach  of  any 
o(  the  Pyrates,  and  you  may  Relie  upon  it  that  my  Whale  boat  and 
Ezpreas  horse  is  all  Ready  at  a  moments  call.     I  should  have  an- 
swered your  Letter  by  the  Express  horses,  but  I  did  not  know  the  - 
moment  that  I  might  want  them,  as  the  wind  has  been  Eastward! j 
for  this  several  Days.    Haveing  no  more  to  add  at  this  time^ 

I  Remain  your  Humble 'Servant  to  Command, 

HENRY  FISHER. 

Dirteiad, 

To  the  Honorable  Counsel  of  Salbty,  in  Fhila. 


JoBN  Rbad  to  Jacob  S.  Howbll,  1776. 

Fort  Island,  16th  Octo',  1776. 
Sir, 

Pleas  to  present  my  Duty  to  the  Hon.  Council  of  Safety  for  the 
State  of  Fennsilvania,  the  Committee  for  this  Island,  and  beg  they, 
would  Indulge  me  with  a  Kne  or  two  in  the  2  following  particulars,' 
Tii. :  1st,  what  quantity  of  wood  ^  week  shall  be  Issued  to  a  Bar- 
raek  roome  eontaining  15  or  16  men  during  the  Winter  season,  and 
when  that  season  is  to  oommenoe,  I  mean  at  what  months,  &c. 

2d,  What  quantity  of  wood  to  be  Issued  to  each  Galley  vessel  or 
Fier  raft,  that  may  be  stationed  here,  as  there  are  various  opinions^ 
among  the  people,  and  a  notion  that  at  this  Cold  Station,  they  ought 
not  to  be  put  to  any  allowance  of  wood ;  as  I  oould  wish  to  be  quite 
dear  in  my  tnnsaotions,  and  do  my  Duty  without  giving  offenoe  or 
oattte  fii  murmuring ;  we  had  a  very  unlucky  accident  yesterday,  a. 
larj|;e  new  Flat  coming  in  with  wood,  ran  foule  of  the  Chevix  de 
&eis  now  mored  at  the  upper  pear,  pearced  her  starbord  quarter,  andr 

*  Seep,  42. 
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Sank  her  in  3  or  4  Minets  time;  I  ffave  her  all  the  assistance  in  mj 
Poweri  got  the  wood  ovi  with  rerj  Tittle  loss,  stopt  the  leake  as  well 
as  we  oould.  I  should  he  glad  to  have  the  Chevaz  de  fries  removed 
to  the  loer  pear,  likewise  the  Fier  Brig  which  is  now  mored  at  the 
uper  Pear,  and  prevents  the  wood  Flats  from  landing  their  wood  oa 
the  loer  side  of  the  Pear  or  wharf.  I  spoke  to  Mr.  Cobom  this 
Morning,  he  telit  me  he  cannot  remove  the  Chevax  de  freis  withoiil 
Orders,  tho'  its  verj-  posable  both  will  lay  as  safe  at  the  loer  Pear^ 
as  at  ve  nper  Pear.  I  could  wish  to  have  a  small  Cart  and  a  Horse 
to  hall  wood  from  the  wharff  to  the  wood  jard^  which  is  now 
finished. 

I  am;  with  great  regards. 

Your  Most  Humble  Serv't, 

JOHN  READ. 

« 

N.  B. — Major  Proctor  tels  me  he  proposes  to  lease  Iron  Stoves 
for  the  Barrack  roomes,  if  so,  I  think  it  will  be  of  great  service,  as 
the  wether  Bording  of  the  Barracks  are  without  lineings,  and  manj 
Cracks  and  opening  are  two  plain  to  be  seen,  thro'  out  the  whole  ef 
ye  rooms. 

Directed^ 

To  Jacob  S.  Howell,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  Hon.  Council  of  Sa&tj 
for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


.  Pbtition  Capt.  John  David  Woelppbe,  1776. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 

The  Petition  of  Capt.  John  David  Woelpper,  humbly  sheweth, 

That  upon  the  recommendation  of  His  Excellency,  General  Wash- 
ington, under  whose  Command  your  Petitioner  had  served  in  the 
year  1759,  as  Lieutenant  in  the  lizpedition  against  the  Indians,  he 
was  lately  appointed  by  the  Honorable  Congress  Captain  for  an  addi- 
tional Company  in  the  (German  Battalion. 

Finding  now  that  all  the  CapUins  of  the  said  Battalion  will  take 
Bank  before  him,  because  their  Commissions  bear  date  a  few  weeks 
before  his,  so  that  the  Man  of  68  years  of  age,  who  was  a  Soldier  50 
years,  and  Lieutenant  in  the  brave  Troops  of  Virginia  17  years  ago, 
shall  in  every  respect  give  precedency  to  those  young  Gentlemen, 
who  under  their  Commissions  become  initiated  Apprentices  to  the 
Dutiel^  of  a  Soldier;  which  your  Petitioner  could  hardly  support 
ihinkiDg  off. 
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He  now  hnmbljprayetb,  to  translata  him  from  the  said  Pahalioni 
bj  appointing  bim  a  Field  Officer  of  one  of  the  twelve  Battations 
tbovita  be  raised  in  this  State,  flaltering  himself  capable  to  act  in 
ill  the  duties  required  of  a  Field  Officer. 

•    And  yonr  Petitioner^  as  in  dntj,  fte., 

D.  WOELPPtlR. 
Philada.,  Octob'r  17th,  1776.  ' 


Alex.  Boyd  to  Council,  1776, 

Perthamboy,  Octob',  17th,  1776 . 
Honour*  8', 

Agreeable  to  your  orders*  I  prpceeded  To  Serosbury  Emediatly, 
where  1  found  all  in  quitness,  no  appearance  of  any  Enemy  at  pre- 
sent on  that  Coast.  Some  Day  Last  week  upwards  of  twenty  sail  of 
Vessels  fell  Down  to  the  hook,  which  gave  Rise  to  the  Report  we 
Bee*,  But  the  Next  Day  the  put  to  sea,  a  Due  East  Course,  whither 
Bound  is  not  Known,  &o. 

Agreeable  to  your  orders  I  hsTo  Settled  a  Coraspondanc^  wilb 
three  Gentleman  of  Ihat  Department,  to  wit,  Collonel  Henclriokson^' 
CoUonel  Taylor,  &  Mr.  James  Scrub,  yrhos  fidelity  may  bd  relied 
OB  from  their  publiok  Charricktcr  and  attachment  to  the  cause 
of  America,  &o^  which  has  protnised  and  Engaged  that  if  anything 
Eztromery  should  happen  or  a)ay  Enemy  atcmpt  to  Land  in  that 
Department,  they  will  send  off  Express  to  you  Emediatly. 

I  am,  with  Due  Respect,  your 

Verry  Humble  Sev*. 

ALEX.  BOYD. 

Directed^ 

Mr.  Thoe.  Wharton,  Jun'r,  President  of  the  Honourable  Counsel 
of  Safety,  Philadelphia. 


Geo.  Tatloe  to  Council,  1776. 

Shewsberry,  October  l9th,  177^. 
Sir, 

I  Can  Inform  You  that  Two  Ships  ol'<War  are  Now  passing  our 
Qucler,  nad  Standioi^  along  shore  to  the  southw^  we  supposd  they 
may  Bonnd  to  the  Caftes,  this  Intelligence  ia  by  the  Request  of 
Oapt.  Bend,  who  hath  Latdy  Been  with  me  On  8<  Aoe<.    Xou  may 

#  See  page  43.  .    i 

Vol.  v.— 8 
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Depend  upon  Every  Intilegen  Neeeosary  from  your  Vcrry  Huttble 
BtnK 

GEO.  TAYLOR 

We  have  a  fleet  of  64  sail  Now  Lying  at  Sandy  hook^  Liward 
Boimd. 

Directed^   « 

To  Thomas  Wharioui  Junr.,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Committee  of 
Safetyi  Philadelphia. 

Pr.  favor  Captain  Smook. 


James  Blaib  to  Council,  1776. 

Fort  Island^  Oet%  19tb;  1776. 
OenS 

Capt.  Wirt  has  been  detuned  here  'till  this  moraing,  as  I  did  art 
iUnk  it  prudent  to  remove  the  powder  before^  on  aoe^  of  the  weather, 
and  by  what  I  ean  learn  Several  of  Uie  Boats  have  had  theirs  Ex* 
ohanged  abont  ten  days  since.  Have  now  only  taken  out  one  hun- 
dred eighteen  pound  Cartridges,  and  the  Ten  for  die  Washinfftoo, 
&  retnms  the  rest  by  tiie  shwop,  thinking  she  will  be  wanted  for 
other  Business. 

I  am,  Oen*, 

Y'  very  humble  serv*. 

JAMES  BLAIR. 

Directed^ 
To  the  Hon'Ue  the  Council  of  Safety,  Philadelphia. 


Major  T.  Proctor  to  Council,  1776, 

Fort  Island,  Oof  19, 1776. 
Mr.  President, 

Sir, 

In  oompUanoe  to  your  <nder  ia  Connoil  of  the  16th  Inst,  have 
pnt  the  neeeaMTv  bmnness  in  motion  to  forward  the  Company  cC 
Artillery  destined  for  Fort  Montgomery,  and  beBeva  an  order  for 
march  might  be  oompl/d  wifh  as  soon  as  yon  think  proper.  The' 
boats  yon  ordered  me  to  provide  for  use  of  Garrisson,  dismisM  Im- 
mediately on  Beoeipt  of  your  opiuion  on  the  matter. 


.# 
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The  ordera dated  in  Council  the  17th  Im\  relative  to  any  strangers^ 
Viewing  the  Fordfications  and  works,  shall  be  duly  attended  too, 
till  reyers'd  by  your  directions.'*' 

Am  yourS;  &c. 

THOS.  PROCTOR- 

IHreeie^if 
To  the  Hon'ble  Council  of  Safety,  Philndolphia. 


Major  Williams  akb  Captain  Farmer  to  Council,  1776 

Philadelphia,  October  2l8t,  1776. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Council  of  Safety,  for  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

OentlemeOi 

The  Returns  of  the  Officers  of  the  Provincials,  shewing  those  who 
chnse  to  continue  in  the  Provincial  Service,  are  now  before  you 
agreeable  to  your  request. 

We  beg  Leave  to  assure  you  that  there  are  now  companies  with- 
out Captains,  Subalterns  or  Serjeants  7  and  Captains  with  companies 
of  so  small  a  Number,  as  are  only  worthy  of  a  Serjeant's  care,  and 
the  BatalioDB  in  great  oonfusion  for  want  of  a  proper  arrangement. 

We  therefore  beg  Leave  to  request  you  will  this  Day  attend  to 
this  matter,  which  we  apprehend  of  very  great  Importance ;  and 
shall  be  glad  you  will  at  Least  determine  on  the  arrangement  of  the 
Captains  and  Subalterns  for  the  Provincial  Batalion. 

We  are  with  the  great  Esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  very  humble  Servants, 

ENNION  WILLIAMS,  Miyor. 
LEWIS  FARMER;  Captain. 

The  Honorable  the  Council  of  Safety. 

*  See  Colon*  Rec.  VoL  X.,  p.  758. 
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Major  Ennion  Williams  to  Council,  1776. 

Thursday  MorniDg. 
GeDtlcmen, 

It  htLS  been  a  matter  of  concern  to  Colonel  3Iiles  and  many  of  our 
Offioys  that  oar  Serjeants  were  not  properly  appointed  and  sup- 
plied with  Warrants  from  the  Committee  of  Safety,  or  as  m 
England  from  the  Colonel  of  the  Begiment ;  and  now  while  you 
are  arranging  the  Provincials,  it  will  be  a  proper  Time  to  give 
Orders,  respecting  the  Regulation  of  all  the  noncommissioned  Offi- 
cers, viz.,  Seij*",  Corporals,  Drum"  &  Fife",  which  you  know  are 
some  of  the  most  useful  Persons  in  the  Army,  when  under  proper 
Regulations  and  supported  by  their  Officers. 

It  is  with  Deference  I  take  the  Liberty  of  offering  from  Time  to 
Time  a  few  Hints  respecting  the  Troops ;  the  motives  to  which  you 
may  depend  on  are  solely  the  Qood  of  the  Regiment,  and  the  Pro- 
motion of  Military  Discipline. 

I  am,  with  the  highest  Esteem,  Gentlemen, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

ENNION  WILLIAMS. 

Dirtctedj 
The  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety.     Pres^ 


Major  Tnos.  Proctor  to  Council,  1776. 

Philadelphia,  Octob'  24th,  1776. 
Mr.  President, 
Sir, 

As  the  Times  of  sundry  of  the  Artillerymen  for  which  they  in- 
listed,  will  expire  the  27th  of  next  month,  in  which  matter  beg  to 
have  your  advice,  especially  as  my  band  of  musitions  are  in  that 
number,  who  from  private  Incouragement  offered  to  them,  are  In- 
tending to  Joyn  some  other  Core,  at  said  expiration ;  I  cannot  find 
out  who  the  persons  are,  as  they  keep  it  secret,  But  am  convinced 
the  persons  thus  acting  use  me  verry  ungenerous,  as  I  have  been  at 
a  Considerable  expence  hating  bought  all  their  musick  &  Instru- 
ments, and  paid  each  person  who  played  on  the  Viol,  5s.  ^  month 
for  their  strings.  I  hope  you  will  take  premises  in  consideration  and 
order  it,  as  in  your  wisdom  you  may  think  meet. 

I  am  most  respectfully  yours, 

THOS.  PROCTOR. 

Directed, 
To  the  Hon'ble  Connccll  of  Safety,  Philadelphia. 


I 
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CoKMissioN  TO  Col.  Lambert  Cadwalader,  1776. 

Id  Congress. 

The  Delegates  of  the  United  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massaeha- 
setis-Baj,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jer  ej, 
Pennsjlvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  To  Lambert  Cadwalader,  Esquire. 

We,  reposing  especial  Trust  and  Confidence  in  your  Patriotism, 
Valour,  Conduct  and  Fidelity,  Do,  by  these  Presents,  constitute  and 
sppoint  yon  to  be  Colonel  of  the  fourth  Pennsylvania  Regiment  of 
Foot,  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  raised  for  the  Defence  of 
American  Liberty,  and  for  repelling  every  hostile  invasion  thereof. 
Tou  are  therefore  carefully  and  diligently  to  discharge  the  Doty  of 
Colonel  by  doing  and  performing  all  manner  of  Things  thereunto 
belonging.  And  we  do  strictly  charge  and  require  all  Officers  and 
Soldiers  under  your  Command,  to  be  obedient  to  your  Orders  as 
Colonel.  And  you  are  to  observe  and  follow  such  Orders  and  Di- 
rections from  Time  to  Time,  as  you  shall  receive  from  this  or  a  future 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  or  Committee  of  Congress,  for  that 
Purpose  appointed,  or  Commander  in  C^ief  for  the  Time  being  of 
the  Army  of  the  United  States,  or  any  other  your  superior  Officer, 
icoording  to  the  Rules  and  Discipline  of  War,  in  Pursuance  of  the 
Trust  reposed  in  you.  This  Commission  to  continue  in  Force  until 
revoked  by  this  or  a  future  Congress. 

Dated  at  Philadelphia,  October  25tb,  1776. 

By  Order  of  the  Congress. 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  President. 

Attest — CuAs.  Thomson,  Sec'y. 


IISNRY   FiSHBR  TO   COUNCIL,   1776. 

Lewes,  October  25th,  1776. 
Oentlemen, 

On  Monday  last  was  held  at  this  Town  an  Election  for  members 
of  Assembly,  and  Legislative  Council,  to  represent  this  County  in 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Delaware  State,  which  day  exhibited 
such  a  soene  of  disaffection  to  the  common  cause  of  America,  as  I 
think  have  not  been  equal'd  by  any  transaction  on  this  Continent 
since  the  commencement  of  the  present  dispute  with  Great  Brilalu. 


»  pEyysrLTAXiA  abchitzs  itt^l 

Ti»e  iew  fH:- i»  '.f  Assrici  in  ii:«  Ci'rrrr.  l1=.:is:;  "rrffn  out  vith 
yvrptanm.  Cus»:0eji,^;f^  k,  a^siiiOtd  "thxi  fartzjtr  £rrs^le»  were  fruit- 
i«».  ^JOTCLZZAA  i'7  &:»ac  :'.=jr  1*51  !.>;  ir?  fr:c-«n  ia  iLe  Electioo, 
ftSad  t*^t  T«T  l-cw  of  ibexa  coat  u*  Tvvc  ;  it-tTr-riss.  f-Tr  »o  1  think 
I  BiHT  JB§tiT  oil  iit^m.  f  xked  in  lo  tLe  L^irt^r  :£  betveeD  fiva 
^md  «z  koadred.  priar  eni j  is  ske  dij. :  ai  ab^vi  li  o^cfeek,  «De 
of  ituBo  tn&'d  o&t  br  cb«  otben  lor  a  BoiiT,  ease  to  me  vben  set- 
nif  St  sij  ovB  door  foUoved  br  s  croud,  ssd  deauoded  an  Ax  to 
est  dovD  tike  Ubtnj  Pole  tfintihig  im.  the  tJmc  aad  on  nj  refusing 
Le  KUfid  mt  Ij  tLe  Breaet  in  ordsr  to  dn^  me  into  tke  Street,  but 
bj  ctmgglisg  and  the  assisunoe  of  same  friendf  I  got  dear  of  tbe 
mob  a&'i  tadt  into  mj  Hoose,  vbeie  I  vas  oUi^ei  to  keep  dose  tbe 
remaining  put  of  tbe  daj ;  tbe  mob  tbieiienisg  to  roast  me  alire  if 
tbej  eosM  get  me  into  tbe  street.  In  a  abort  time  after  tbej  left 
me,  tbej  bj  same  means  procnred  as  Ax  and  went  in  a  Bodj  to  tbe 
Pole  ai»d  cut  it  down,  wben  it  fell,  tbe  Streets  resounded  witb 
Hnxza  fSur  King  George  and  (xenend  Hove^  execistioss  against  tbe 
O/ngresi,  Wbiga,  ic    Tbej  tben  took  tbe  Top  of  the  Pole,  (» 


wbicb  ptft  tbe  Independent  flag  had  been  nsM  to  be  boisied,  and 
amtd'it  in  derision  about  tbe  Town,  followed  bj  tbe  Crood  tbrow- 
ing  lip  tbeir  HattB  ar.d  Huzzaing  for  tbe  King,  and  wben  tired  witb 
tbat  kind  of  mockeij,  set  it  up  at  puUick  sale,  struck  it  off  it  is 
asjd  £ar  tbirteen  pence,  meaning  I  sunpoee  Hangman's  Wages.  After 
tbiS|  one  of  tbeir  Gang  plaoed  bimsell  in  tbe  Court  House  door  witb 
s  large  Hickorj  dab|  wbicb  be  beld  across  tbe  door,  saying  every 
person  who  came  in  there  should  declare  himself  for  tbe  Kins,  thus 
forciblj  Electing  a  number  of-thier  Junto  to  represent  them  in  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  State,  one  of  whom  has  been  disarmed  by 
a  Committee  of  the  late  Assembly  of  tbis  Government,  as  an  Enemy 
to  the  Liberties  of  America,  and  another  of  whom  has  been  convict- 
ed of  being  unfriendly  to  the  common  eause  before  the  Committee 
of  Safety  of  this  County. 

The  friends  of  America  here,  convinced  from  tbe  conduct  of  that 
day  that  seting  down  inactive  will  not  protect  them  from  the  rage 
and  fury  of  this  disaffected  Banditd,  have  Petitioned  the  AsaemMy 
of  this  State,  for  protection  for  their  persons  and  property,  what 
weight  it  may  have  is  not  yet  known,  but  certain  it  is,  if  these  dis- 
affected wretches  are  permitted  thus  to  go  on,  it  will  be  dangerous 
for  any  friend  to  this  country  to  travel  the  public  Roads  in  tlus 
Gonnty  a  little  time  longer,  and  I  am  well  satisfied  that  if  there  was 
only  one  thousand  English  Troops  landed  in  any  place  within  tbeir 
reach,  they  would  flock  to  them  almost  to  a  man.  These  circum- 
stances must  be  very  alarming  to  Pennsylvania,  if  properly  consider- 
ed, for  was  a  Body  of  English  to  be  landed  here,  this  County,  if  not 
the  whole  Goverment  must  fall  into  their  hands,  and  the  few  friends 
to  the  common  cause  residing  here,  become  a  saerifice  to  their  relent 
less  fury,  and  they  would  be  supply 'd  with  provinons,  &e.^  while  tbty 
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Aide  War  upon  jonr  State.    That  this  event  may  never  happen  is 
the  linoere  wish  of, 

QentlemeOi 

Yonr  most  Obedient  and  very 

HumV 

SevS 

HENRY  FISHER. 

N.  B.  When  I  reoeived  the  inelos'd  letter,  it  was  broken  open  as 
will  see  by  the  oertifioate  of  Mr.  Delany,  and  have  sent  to  you 
yon  may  take  snoh  onier  to  discover  the  perpetrators  as  you 
flL 

H.  P. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

To  oare  of  Col.  MoKean. 


"I 

From  Henry  Fisher,  October  2&di,  1776. 

Beoeived  ai  Newcastlei  Oct.  80th,  and  forwarded  by  their  meet 
K^-^unble  servant, 

THO.  M'KEAN. 


Thomas  Savadgb  to  S.  Howbll,  1776. 

Pennsylvania  Salt  Works,  Tom's  River, 
Oct'r  26th,  1776. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  drawn  on  you  in  favoor  of  Mr.  Joseph  Salter,  for  six  hun- 
dred pounds,  which  snm  I  have  rec'  of  him,  but  not  made  nso  of 
more  than  one  hundred ;  my  reason  for  so  drawing  is,  Mr.  Salter 
has  money  in  his  hands,  ariseing  from  the  sales  of  a  cargoe  of  Ram 
being  a  prise  belonging  to  the  Continental  Congress,  which  ho  must 
lemitt  to  Mr.  Nesbitt,  of  whom  I  rec'd  my  last  orders,  I  thought  it 
might  be  more  convenient  in  so  doing  as  it  would  be  attended  with 
naiyi  inoonveniences  for  me  to  come  to  town  on  that  account  only, 
at  this  time  when  my  constant  attendance  here  his  more  Necessary 
than  heretofore )  he  has  more  in  his  hands,  and  if  agreeable  to  you, 
should  be  glad  you  will  suffer  me  to  draw  in  like  manner  for  what 
further  sums  I  may  want,  has  I  cannot  without  the  greatest  incouvep 
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nienoe,  come  to  Town  uDtill  I  got  the  Works  going,  Which,  when  K. 
engaged  in,  I  expected  to  have  done  in  a  much  shorter  time,  bat 
the  many  inconveniences  ariseing  from  ye  times,  my  people  being 
drafted  every  month,  &  new  ones  to  look  for  &  not  a  sufficient  num- 
ber to  be  got,  has  thrown  me  much  behind  my  expectations  in  get- 
ting the  works  erected;  however,  I  hope  in  a  short  time  to  be  doing 
a  little,  &  shall  do  everything  in  my  power  to  gett  the  Works  oom- 
pletted  as  fast  as  possible.  Likewise,  shall  take  care  not  to  draw  on 
you  for  more  .money  then  necessary  which  will  be  considerably  moro 
then  my  estimate  or  expectation,  shall  do  everything  in  my  power  to 
make  the  works  Compleat  and  serviceable  with  as  much  frugality  as 
lays  in  my  power.  I  have  nearly  compleated  a  boiling  house  one 
hundred  sixty-nine  feet  long,  twenty-nine  feet  wide,  a  store  sixty 
feet  long,  twenty  feet  wide,  compleated  two  drying  houses,  a  small 
Kitchen,  Lime  house,  stable  finished,  mill  work  for  my  pumps  in 
good  forwardness,  will  be  compleat  before  I  shall  get  my  bohers  from 
Colonel  Coxe's  Furnaces,  whose  people  have  disappointed  me^  or 
should  have  had  part  of  the  works  going  before  this.  Also,  a  large 
quantity  of  stuff  Joynted  and  ready  for  flooring  the  sun-pans,  &c., 
with  many  other  things,  such  as  ditching,  laying  Trunks,  &c.  Should 
be  glad  one  or  two  gentlemen  of  your  board  would  come  and  see 
how  I  am  laying  out  the  publick  money;  that  I  may  have  your  apro- 
bation^  or  alter  anything  you  disaprove,  here  his  no  musquetoes  or 
flys  to  offend  now,  no  house  except  a  small  kitchen  without  a  ohim- 
neyi  but  a  good  Store  for  Lodging,  and  salt  hay  for  feather  beds, 
plenty  of  wud-fowl  in  the  bay  &  deer  in  the  woods,  but  no  powder  or 
shott,  which  last  artigles  if  any  one  comes  with  intent  to  hunt  any, 
he  must  bring  with  him,  for  other  accommodations  such  as  Lodging, 
&c.,  can  be  had  at  Mr.  Mott's,  about  a  mile  from  me,  should  think 
it  a  particular  favour  done  me,  that  some  one  or  more  of  you  would 
come  on  numy  accounts ;  you  will  see  what  prospect  there  his  of  the 
wurks  answering,  also,  what  things  I  stand  in  need  of,  both  for  pro- 
tection &  apoommodation. 

lam 

4  GrentlemeUi 

Your  most  Humble  servant, 

THOMAS  SAVADGE. 

P.  S.  On  Sunday  last,  ye  20  Inst,  at  day  Break,  appeared  at  the 
mouth  of  our  inlet,  four  large  Fri^tes,  endeavouring  to  get  as  close 
in  AS  possible,  which  is  not  more  than  four,  miles  from  me,  the  drew 
up  in  a  line  right  abreast  of  me,  hauled  up  their  courses  &  laid  their 
Topsails  back,  in  which  position  the  continued  till  near  Inrelve 
o'clock ;  I  expected  a  viset  from  them,  and  believe  nothing  prevent- 
ed it  but  its  being  a  very  low  tide,  the  flats  being  very  bare,  and 
weeing  upwards  of  thirty  of  us  on  the  shore,  made  them  afraid  to 
Bend  their  boats  in^  otherwise  I  think  ye  fully  intended  H,  which 
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Ind  j»  doDBf  we  nhist  hftte  left  it  td  their  merey  for  waat  of  arsip 
&0.,  to  de&iHl  it. 

Directedj 

To  Heanrs.  Georse  CfljtDer,  Samaell  Howell^ 
&  Ofren  Bildle;  JSeqr'B,  io  PfiiUdelphut. 


Hugh  Montgomery  to  Council,  1776. 

To  the  Honoanible  the  Council  of  Safety : 

GenUemen : 

•  '  • 

*  The  night  of  the  28  Iiifl^  it  beijDg  may  Guard  ia  the  Estem 
GhanneDyAhoat  7  o'dok  Daoson  the  pilot  Gamthroqgh  the  Ohanneji 
Teny  Almplayj  and  wold  not  brine  too ;  I  sent  may  ooat  after  hiiiL' 
and  was  aunost  at  Chester  befor  the  boat  Could  overhal  him,  ar 
without  a  Permit  firom  the  board.  Oentlmen,  we  bay  had  seyei 
instanoiBB  of  this  Undy  and  wold  be  gUd  this  Honourable  Board  wi] 
seeintoit 

YourYery  Humble  senren  to  Command, 

HUGH  MONTGOMERY. 

P.  8. — ^before  the  smal  boat  Could  retom,  their  was  several 
veshels  past  without  Overhaling  for  want  of  her. 

Bfingfaant  Ool^  39, 1776. 


Petition  Ezbkiel  Letts,  1776. 

To  the  Honourable  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Petition  of  Esekid  Let^  late  Lieutenant  in  Col.  Wayne'f 
BatlalkNii 

Humbly  Shewetb, 

That  Your  Petitioner  Went  from  here  in  the  beginnioff  of  the 
Year  for  Cannada  an  Ensign,  and  has  Since  been  Promoted  to  the 
Bank  of  Lieutenant  in  the  above  Battalion. 

Your  Petitioner  having  laboured  under  a  louf;  Sickness  and  be- 
lyi^y  cTeeytint  Wedc,  induced  him  to  request  his  discharge  for  the 
reoovery  of  his  health,  which  the  General  was  pleased  to  giant,  and 

3* 
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MW  being  ^grefttly  rooorerd  ind  growing  hearty,  begs  lesve  lo  dbt 
himself  a  Candidate  for  a  GaptaiDcj  in  the  eleventh  BattalioD^    .. 
And  Your  Petitioner,  as  in  Bntj  bound,  shall  ever  Pray. 

I  have  had  the  pleaaore  of  knowing  Mr.  Letto  for  several  years, 
and  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  as  a  prudenty  eensiblei  worthy 
man,  &  warmly  attached  to  the  American  cause. 

BENJ.  RUSH. 
Octob'  31, 1776. 


DocT.  Benjamin  Rush  to  Council,  1776. 

Sir: 

^  In  oonsequence  of  the  letter  from  M*^  Fisher  to  the  Oounsel  of 
Safety  of  Pennsylvania  being  laid  before  Congress,  the  Congress  re- 
iiolved  that  the  board  of  war  should  immediately  order  a  part  of  a 
Virginia  re^ment  now  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  to  mardi 
to  Pover,  there  to  wait  for  such  Orders  as  the  future  aocounta  tiie} 
shall  receive  fh>m  the  Sussex  tories  shall  render  necessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  most  humble  Servant, 

B.  RUSH. 
Friday,  Nor.  Ist,  1776. 

• 

Directed, 
The  Hon^i''  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvaaia. 


John  Bull  to  Council  op  Safsty,  1776. 

Sir: 

I  was  last  week  in  ye  Provintial  Store,  and  find  that  we  have 
neither  Wheelbarrows,  Spades,  Grubing-hoes,  Pitohingazes,  nor 
Pickaxes,  and  but  very  few  Shovals,  &o.  I  Beg  leave  to  reeommead 
an  Immediate  Procurement  of  an  Assortment,  as  follows,  Via : 

200  Wheelbarrows,  Made  of  Tough  Split  Stuffs. 

*  200  Pitohingazes. 
200  Spades. 

400  Shovals. 

•  100  Grubbinghoes. 

100  Pickaxes,  and  a  few  Handsaws,  Drawing  Knives,  Broad- 
-axes,  fto. 
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I  am  of  Opinion  the  Wheelbarrows  would  be  better  done  in  the 
CouDtrj,  Were  the  wood  is  Cheaper ;  the  Pitching  axes  I  think 
would  be  well  done  by  Mr.  Leyering,  Mr.  Peterman,  or  Wilkhard 
Miller;  the  other  Tools  are  most  Commonly  Us'd  in  the  Country^ 
and  therefore  think  the  Blacksmiths  there,  are  best  acquainted  with 
the  Proper  Kind,  &c. 

If  the  Counsil  think  any  Part  of  ^the  aboye  worthy  their  noticCi 
I  make  no  doubt  they  will  take  Proper  Steps  to  Procure  them. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  Hubl  ScryS 

JNO.  BULL. 

IHrededf 

To  Tho»  Wharton,  Esq',  Prcsid*  of  y  Council  of  Safety,  or  in 
hb  abaenoe  to  y*  Yice  Prasid^ 


^NXAS  Mackat  to  Col.  Jamss  Wilson,  1776. 

Eittaning,  6th  Noy.,  1776. 
Hj  Dear  Colonel, 

Haying  wrote  you  a  long  letter  the  other  day  by  Cap*  Boyd,  I 
haiye  only  to  inform  you  at  this  time,  that  I  am  apprehensiye  that 
the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  this  Battalion  will  on  this,  as  well  as 
on  former  occasions,  haye  bad  effect  on  the  meq. 

Two  of  the  Officers  came  in  an  Insolent  manner  to  me  this  morn- 
ing, sayine  they  would  Resign,  Repeating  those  words  as  &8t  as  they 
oonld  speuc,  upon  which  I  ordered  them  under  an  arrest  to  their 
camp ;  this  they  Refused,  I  therefore  committed  them  immediately 
to  the  common  Guard  house,  &  will  stand  their  trial  this  Day  before 
a  General  Goutt-martial,  composed  of  such  officers  as  can  be  got  at 
this  time,  who  if  they  will  do  their  Duty,  will  sentence  them  to  be 
Drummed  out  of  the  Reg*.  I  haye  reason  to  expect  more  trouble 
of  this  kind,  before  we  will  get  to  the  other  side  of  the  Hills.  I  am 
Harried  almost  out  of  my  life,  so  I  beg  you  will  ezcuse^the  singu- 
larity of  this  laconic  Epistle,  in  the  meantime, 

I  am. 

Dear  Colonel, 

Tour  most  humble, 

and  most  Obed*  sery^  * 

iEN'S  MACKAY. 

Directed, 

(On  the  Seryice  of  the  United  States.) 

Colonel  James  Wilson, 

Member  of  the  Honorable  the  CongresS|  Philada. 
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JOHV  ReAD  TO  COCNCIL^  1776. 

Fort  Uand,  6ck  NorV,  1776. 

G«ntlemeDy 

(hike  wood  b  rare]  j  to  be  got  of  Flats  gcHSf  «p  to  PUlada^ 
which  Obliges  me  to  take  Hickory  rather  than  leave  this  Statkm 
withoat  a  proper  suply  for  the  Winter,  this  I  hope  will  be  admitted 
for  my  takeing  such  as  comes  to  hand.  It  would  be  very  agreeaUe 
to  me,  would  the  Committee  of  Fort  Island  fix  on  the  qomftitj  of 
Oake  or  Uiokorj  wood,  to  be  a  week's  allowance  for  a  Banaek  zmmt 
for  Sixteen  men,  as  they  aprehend,  I  tako  upon  me  to  allowaBOi 
them,  from  my  own  authority,  which  may  prove  a  disagreeable  em- 
ployment to  mcy  as  they  have  not  been  put  to  that  restriction  nor 
was  it  metearial  during  the  Summer.  I  think  it  will  be  of  great 
service  to  have  Iron  stoves,  as  it  will  be  a  saveing  of  wood.  If  I 
have  any  Influence  with  the  Committee,  do  recommend  them.  Our 
Barracks  are  far  from  beiuE  close  and  warme  as  those  in  the  CiteVy 
as  they  are  not  plastered  and  many  Cracks  and  knot  holes  too  plainlj 
apear  in  the  wether  bordings.  I  am  sorrey  to  say  I  ean  get  no«^ 
■istanoe  firom  the  people  here  to  carrey  and  pile  Wood,  and  nliier 
than  let  wood  lay  long  on  the  Wharff,  hove  been  obliged  to  take  tkjf 
men  from  the  Banks  to  store  wood  as  it  comes.  I  have  not  ^nilt 
one  hundred  Cords  in  Store,  and  it  will  take  upwards  of  three  nvm* 
dred  cords  to  suply  this  Garrison,  should  the  river  be  froce  over  be- 
fore a  proper  suply  is  obtained,  it  will  be  extremely  uncomfortable. 
This  Obliges  me  to  take  what  comes  to  hand.  I  cannot  help  repeat- 
ing the  request,  that  the  proper  allowanoe  to  each  Barrack  may  be 
fixtj  and  if  po^Ie  Stoves  sent  down. 

I  am, 

With  great  regard, 

Your  most  Obedient, 

Humble  Serv't, 

JOHN  READ,  B.  Master. 

Directed, 

To  Joseph  Blewer,  Eftq'r., 

and  Committee  for  Fort  Island,  members  of  the  Hon.  Coun- 
cil of  Safety,  for  the  State  of  Pennsjlvania. 
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Hekby  Fisher  to  Cottncil,  1T76. 

Xayiog  tbb  opportoitv  by  Gapf  n  Wiley,  Ijhink  it  my  duty  to 

Term  you  that  on  Taeaday  lasti  there  was  two  men  of  War  off  In^ 

Riveri  which  I  apprehend  are  omisiDg  to  obatmot  your  Trade, 

ey  might  have  been  into  our  Bay  if  they  were  inclined  so  to  do. 

7here  were  some  penoni  went  on  board  from  Indian  River  who 

-^e  me  this  aooonni.    I  shall  refer  yon  to  Capt'n  Wiley,  who  was 

P^^aent  at  my  Honse  when  I  got  this  information.     I  shonld  have 

ttent  this  by  the  Express  HorseS}  but  did  not  know  when  I  might 

^i^^nt  them  for  something  more  material,  but  yon  may  rest  assured 

^3k«t  I  shall.do  everything  in  my  Power,  to  give  you  the  earliest  in- 

^lisenoe  When  any  of  his  Majest/s  Pirates  are*  making  up  our  Bay, 

\Yi  ^  meaatime  I  remain, 

Gentlemen, 

your  humble  Serv't, 

HENRT  FltiUKB. 

LewwfcowBi  Kov'r  7th,  1776. 

PireeUdf 

lb  the  Honourable  the  Oounsel  ctf  Safety,  in  Philadelphia, 
fl'  Oi^t.  Wiley. 


Gso.  MsADS  &  Ck>.,  TO  Council,  1776. 

Sir, 

The  H'ble  Congress  having  directed  the  Prisoners  at  Bristol  to  be 
femoved  into  some  more  remote  part  of  this  State,  the  Oanadiaii 
Officers  there,  have  requested  us  to  apply  to  your  board  for  Pecmis- 
mon  to  so  to  Lancaster,  as  they  are  told  they  can  be  there  better  ao- 
commo&ted  than  in  any  of  the  smaller  towns.  We  shall  esteem  it 
a  fiivor  that  you  lay  their  request  before  the  Councill  who  we  don't 
doubt  will  grant  it  if  it  is  a  proper  one. 

Weare, 

Sir, 

Y'  most  h'ble  Serv'ts, 

GEO.  MEADE  &  CO. 

November  6, 1776. 

JDirecietL 

To  Mr.  Thos.  Wharton,  Beiq. 
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Resolution  of  Conqeess,  1776. 

In  Congress,  Nov'r  11,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war,  be  im powered  &  directed  to  oon- 
tst  immediately  with  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Pensylvania,  as  a 
do'mttiittee  by  them  appointed  on  the  best  way  &  meanSi  of  defending 
thia  city  in  case  it  should  be  attacked. 

£ztraot  from  the  Minutes, 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


Sir: 


Dakiel  Joy  to  D.  Rittenhotjsb,  1776, 

Reading  Furnace,  Nov'berlltb,  1776. 


Bt  this  opport'ty  you  have  two  Nine  Pounder  ^cannon)  Proved  with 
Eight  pounas  of  Powder,  two  shot  &  three  Waads,  It  was  with  diffi- 
culty that  I  could  keep  the  people'  to  worke  after  they  were  informed 
the  cannon  were  to  be  proved  with  so  great  a  proof.  But  now  find- 
ing they  stand  it,  thej  go  on  cheerfully,  and  I  am  in  hopes  shall 
oast  one  every  day.  I  intend  to  cast  Six  of  the  same  sise  with  those 
ft  after  that  they  will  be  somewhat  larger,  as  I  were  Obfidged  to  en- 
large the  Mould  to  Sattisfy  the  workmen  before  had  an  opport^  of 
Ph>ving  one.  I  make  no  doubt  but  they  will  stand  Nine  Sb  pow- 
der, &c. 

I  am  with  Esteem, 

Yours,  &c., 

DANIEL  JOT. 

Directed,  .  » 

To  David  Bittenhouse,  Esq'r, 
at  Philada. 


John  Mitchell  to  Council,  1776. 

12  Novem'r,  1776. 
Gentlemen, 

I  am  Sony  to  be  Obliged  to  trouble  you  any  further  on  the  sub. 
ject  of  furnishing  the  Troops  with  Provisions,  but  hope  you  will  ex. 
cuse  me  when  you  consider  my  uncertain  situation  as  Commiaatiy. 
I  must  request  the  favour  of  your  Honorable  board  to  ooudder  of 
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this  matter  &  be  so  kind  as  to  let  me  have  your  Answer.  I  have 
herewith  annexed  sn  exact  estimate  of  the  present  expence  and  it  is 
very  prot>able  it  will  be  more ;  however,  I  am  willing  to  ran  all 
risqnes  at  the  rate  odb^y^  ration, under  that  it  is  not  in  my  power 
to  do  it,  as  I  shall  not  then  have  above  a  farthing  a  man  for  my 
Trouble.  I  beg  yon  will  ftvor  me  so  far  as  to  settle  it  as  soon  as 
Pdsrible,  as  my  uncertain  situation  respeotinff  this  matter  is  vety 
inconvenient  to  me  &  atended  with  considerable  loss. 

I  am  with  great  respect, 

GentlemeUi 

Your  most  Obed^  humble  Serv*| 

JNO.  MITGHBLL. 

lOIb  Beef  ^  Week  @  4iif.,     - 

71b  Bread,  1}         .  .  . 

7  half  Pints  Bum,       6  -  •  - 

YegitaUes,        ..... 

jeo   8    7i 

^  Week|  exclusive  of  Porterage,  Store  Bent,  &  Clerk  hire. 

Directed, 
Hon.  Council  of  Safety^  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Wm.  Richabds  to  Council,  1776. 

Gent", 

I  wish  you  could  order  a  few  Tons  of  hemp  to  the  store,  it  would 
be  the  means  of  preventing  Impossitions  from  the  Bope  makers. 
Mr.  Cobum  has  sent  to  the  store  some  Bope  and  Junk  wiUi  2  small 
anehon,  the  cables  are  the  thing  we  want  most^  what  has  he  done 
with  them.  I  have  bought  sevenl  old  anchors  and  sent  them  two 
months  ago,  to  Mr.  Offley  to  be  mended  he  says  the  Gent"  who  has 
the  care  of  the  Frigates,  has  ordered  him  not  to  work  for  any  body 
else,  beg  that  something  might  be  done  so  that  we  may  have  the 
anchors  which  are  much  wanted  for  the  Boats. 

I  remain  your  h", 

your  most  obed*. 

Humble  Serv't, 

WM.  BIOHABDS. 

Nov^r  i2th,  1776. 

JHnded, 
^      The  Hon'ble  Oounal  of  Safbty,  Pres*. 
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FrasK  Tallman  to  CouHcrt,  1776. 

iDear  Sifi 

I  have  been  informed  that  your  HoaooraUe  the  Conncil  of  8afe^ 
hae  sent  a  Qoantity  of  lalt  into  the  Oounty  of  Hnnterdon,  in  tb 
State  of  New  Jeraeji  m  order  to  Dutribute  amount  the  peojtle  ef 
said  County,  &  as  the  County  of  Burlington  in  said  State,  is  in  a 
Distrest  situation  for  the  want  of  that  necessary  article,  I  do  hum- 
bly Request  that  you^  as  a  member  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  do  so- 
licit your  Honourable  body  in  1/ half  of  said  County,  to  send  as  large 
a  proportion  of  sah  aa  the  Circumstance  of  the  times  will  admit  o^ 
to  the  Subscriber,  who  will  take  due  care  that  it  be  propperly  Dis- 
tnbuted  amongst  the  Inhabitant  of  said  Goonty,  your  compiiaaef 
will  much  oblidge. 

Your  Very  Humb'e  Berv't, 

PETER  TALLMAN. 

Now.  18th,  1776. 

N.  B. — Send  the  salt  to  White  hill  or  Bordentown. 

P.T. 

Directed. 
To  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq,,  Philadelphia. 


Thomas  Nkvbll  to  Council,  1776. 

Genilemeni 

I  profess  myself  at  a  Loss  to  know  how  to  aet  with  respecl  ID 
those  Oarriagei  whioh  I  hare  in  hand,  least  I  Bhonld  be  too  fenraid 
or  too  Remitt,  and  in  ofder  to  proceed  od  the  line  of  Dentyi  sbail 
request  yoor  direetaoo^  and  for  that  purpose  shall  gire  yon  an  mf 
eount  bow  fkr  I  hare  proceeded,  vis. :  The  first  6  Spare  Onrria§ss 
which  I  undertuok  at  Request  of  the  three  difirant  Captains,  Loxlajr^ 
Moulder  &  Stiles,  have  bin  at  Mr.  Wheeler's  since  the  18th  «f  Aot 

fust  last,  and  are  not  yet  finished.  The  other  six  spoke  to  me  foi', 
y  Major  Lozley,  a  few  days  after  I  came  from  Amboy,  are  nearly 
finished,  as  also  one  Corriage  for  a  double  fortified  4  Ib'r,  whiph 
Maj'  Lozley  spoke  for  likewise,  but  since  denies  giveing  any  direc- 
tion for.  Note  the  above  twelve  are  Eight  six  pounders  &  4  twelve 
pounders.  I  have  also  put  three  more  6  tb'rs  Carriages  togetjber  at 
my  owne  risk,  as  I  had  some  good  stuff  for  that  purpose,  but  have 
not  as  yet  ingaged  the  Wheels  or  Smith  work.  And  as  to  the  twenty 
Largo  trail  Carriages  Order'd  by  Mi^or  Proctor,  (about  yt  22d  of 
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Aogusty)  the  stuff  for  them  is  all  saw^d,  and  16  of  them  ready  for 
the  Smith  work. 

iDcludipg  three  that  was  taken  to  the  Fort,  I  have  likewise  made 
the  Carriage  for  the  Schujlkill  Gun.  Now  the  principal  thing  I 
htve  to  request,  is  wether  I  have  suficiant  atboratj  to  imploj  the 
Smith's  for  those  large  Carriages  or  not ;  I  had  proposed  in  m j 
Owne  mind  to  divide  them  as  near  as  may  be  among  the  three  folo- 
iDg  Black-Smith's,  viz.,  Daniel  Evans,  Valentine  Hoffman  &  Martin 
Pendergrass,  and  the  Chief  reason  why  Caution  is  Necessary  with 
the  filaok-Smiths,  especially  the  last  mentioned,  is  some  expressions 
he  made  use  of  in  my  yard,  such  as  he  understud  some  folks  had 
a  Diek  of  Cliping  Aeco**,  that  Ship  work  was  at  12'^  ^'  lb',  and  that 
work|  (the  Carriage)  was  worth  18%  &o.  &c.  Therefore,  I  thought 
it  moat  prudent  not  to  send  any  of  the  Carriages  to  ye  Smith's, 
without  your  Aprobation,  especially  to  Pendergrass. 

As  to  the  Field  Carriages,  I  have  alredy  open'd  an  Aeoo'  with 
most  of  the  Tradesmen  oonfer'd,  and  actually  paid  above  three  hun- 
dred pounds  towards  them.  Now  if  this  Honorable  board  Pleas  to 
give  me  such  orders  as  they  think  proper  conseming  the  Carriages, 
or  any  part  thereof,  I  shall  carre  tbem  into  Executio  to  the  utmose 
of  my  Abilatys,  and  remain  the  Council's  Humble  Serv^ 

THOS.  NEVELL. 

Novem'  13th,  1776.  .^.-:-  - 

To  the  Honorable  Council  of  Safety,  Present. 


John  Gibson  to  Council,  1776. 

Treasury  Office,  Philadelphia,  Nov'r  18, 1776. 
Sir, 

The  Congress  having  some  time  since  resolved,  that  the  Respective 
United  States,  should  be  desired  to  appoint  a  proper  person  to  take 
ewe  of  the  Prisoners  of  War  within  its  Jurisdiction,  and  pay  them 
their  Allowance.  I  am  desired  by  the  Superintendant  of  the  Trea- 
•oiy  to  enquire  of  you  Sir,  if  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  have  yet  chosen  such  Person,  and  if  not,  to  request 
they  would  proceed  to  the  choice  of  one,  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
have  the  name  certified  to  this  Office.    I  am, 

Sir, 

with  much  Respect, 

Your  most  obedient 

and  very  Humble  Serv't, 

JOHN  GIBSON, 

Aud't  QetfV 
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To  the  Honourable  Thomas  Wharton,  Jnn.,  Esq.;  President  of 
ilie  Connoil  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


A  LIST  OF  SUCH  AETIOLSS  ABSOLUISLY  NlfiCSSSABT  TO  EXPBDITB 
THB  SlMKlNQ  ChSVAUX  DB  FbIZB  AT  BlLUNQSPOBT,  1776. 

For  the  present  gang  of  bands  Employed  one  Anchor  of  11  to 
1800  weighty  &  2  buoy  Ropoa  about  6  IncW^  &  20  fiithom  long. 
For  a  second  sett  of  hands. 
'2  Anchors  from  11  to  13  or  1400  weight  eaph* 
,2  CSables  about  11  Inches  each, 
.4  Buoy  Bopes  about  6  inches  &  20  fathom  long. 
3  Kedge  Anchors  150  to  300  wt.»  &  2  Towlines  of  3  Inches,  and  1 

Towlinc  of  71  Inches^  to  Heaye  off  by,  each  100  to  120  {atbom 

long- 

2  Large  long  Boats,  with  Windlass's  &  IHvid'fi  and  a  Sh^ye  tim^ 
ward  in  each. 

1  Six  or  Eight  Oar'd  Barge. 

Sundry  Coik  of  Bigging,  of  2}  to  3  Inches,  and  80  or  40  Gh)od 
Water  Cask,  &  Two  Shallops,  unless  the  Council  of  SalMj  dunk 
it  proper  to  Employ  those  now  brinffing  Stone.  The  men  belong- 
ing to  the  Gall/s  now  Engaged  in  tnis  Seryice,  for  want  of  warm 
Cloathing,  are  not  Capable  of  doin^  half  Duty,  &  if  the  Weather 
Changes  a  little  more  seyere  than  at  present,  will  be  good  for 
nothing. 

SAML,  MORBIS,  JUN. 

Noy.  18th,  1776, 


.    John  Moob  to  Coi«.  Henry  ^ILL,  1776. 

Fort  Lee,  14th  Noy'r,  1776. 
fiir,. 

By  Cori  Hampton  I  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  of  your  enjojiiig 
perfect  health,  which  giye  me  the  utmost  pleasure ;  it  is  sometime 
since  wfe  arriyed  at  this  place,  where  we  liye  in  the  Woods  in  Tents, 
there  is  a  constant  expectation  of  an  action  opposite  to  us  at  Fort 
Washington,  which  make  no  doubt  will  be  in  a  short  time ;  Yester- 
day past  by  this  place  Lord  Sterling's  Brigade,  on  their  way  to 
Brnnswiok;  it  is  bought  the  Enemy  is  on  their  way  to  the  South- 
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itrd.  The  Bearer,  Captain  Hendersoii,  is  going  to  Philadelphia, 
loipply  for  a  Gapfi  Gommisi'Dy  I  realj  mual  tiiS:e  the  Liberty  of 
BMommending  him  to  your  notioe,  as  it  Lays  in  power  to  serve 
hiB,  as  he  is  a  Gknf  n  fiting  to  fill  any  Station  he  may  apply  fori 
ui  Ub  Behavour  in  my  BaAt'n  I  speak  mneh  in  his  praise. 
Willi  Migor  Boris's  best  Gomp'ts  to  yon,  I  am, 

Fr  Sir, 

Tonr  most  Obed't  H'ble  Serv't, 

JOHN  MOOB. 

Dimted, 
To  (H  Henry  Hill,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 


Council  to  Gen-  Mbrcbb,  1776. 

Sir, 

Ai  there  is  the  greatest  prospect  of  a  visit  firom  the  Enemy  Yerj 
ilnirtlT,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  War,  as  well  as  this  Connoil, 
tbi  the  Artillery  oelonging  to  this  State,  wiUi  their  stores,  be  imme- 
&tdj  retnmed.  The  Council  request  General  Mercer  to  forward 
Aipi  widi  the  utmost  Dispatohi  under  th»  Care  ^  the  Bearer^  Oapt. 

By  Order  of  the  GouoeiL 

h  Council  of  Safety  for  Pennsylvania,  Nov.  14th|  1776. 

P.  S. — ^If  it  is  certain  that  the  Enemy  do  not  intend  to  pay  a  visit 
to  this  State  bv  Water,  then  (General  Mercer  will  please  to  detain 
Ae  i^lery  for  the  safety  of  New  Jersey. 


COUHOIL  TO  OOMMODORB  SbTMOUB,  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety,  Philada.  Nov.  14th,  1776. 

Ton  are  not  to  permit  any  Sea  Vessels  to  pass  down  the  Biver 

betew  the  Chevauz  an  frize,  without  special  License  from  this  board, 

or  further  orders. 

By  order  of  Council. 

To  Commodore  Seymour. 

•See  Col.  Bee.  Vol.  XI., p.  4. 
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Jamxs  Bekd  to  Cha&lbs  Taomson,  1776. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  Bearer  has  something  of  the  utmost  moment  to  the 
of  the  States  to  commuDioate  to  Congress.  I  beg  yoa  will  bear  him 
and  introduce  him  to  that  very  Honorable  Body.  I  am  so  engaged 
in  the  Committee,  that  I  cannot  write  more,  and  indeed  I  think  I 
need  not,  as  the  man  can  best  tell  what  he. has  to  offer.  If  he  can 
do  what  he  says  he  can,  he  will  do  wonders  and  a  most  signal  Ser- 
vice to  his  Country. 

Year  most  h'ble  serv^ 

JAMES  READ. 
Beading,  November  16, 1776. 

Directeflf 

^  To  Charles  Thomson,  Esq**,  Secretary  to  the  Hon'ble  Congress 

Philadelphia. 

By  Mr.  Jacob  Giesling. 


.denilemeni  v 

The  bearer  has  a  scheme  to  propose  of  fire  rafts  for  burning  Yei^ 
sels.  I  have,  therefore,  referred  him  to  you  for  examination  of 
his  plans. 

CHAS.  THOMSON. 

To  the  Connoil  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania. 


Gbo.  Stbvbnsok  to  Council,  1776.      ... 

Carlisle,  Nov',  16th,  1776. 
Gentlemen, 

By  Michael  Boyer,  your  express,  I  received  y  Packet  inclosing 
y'  circular  Letter  to  the  several  Goloneb  of  the  Militia  Associators ; 
I  have  already  engaged  the  necessary  Expresses  who  will  set  ont 
with  the  Letters  in  about  an  Hour  :  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  readiness 
of  the  good  men  of  Cumberland  County  to  march  on  the  shortest 
Notice,  but  believe  We  are  very  short  of  Arms.  It  is  said  the'Treaty 
is  over,  the  Commissioners  are  not  yet  returned. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

your  most  obedient, 

H'hle  ServS 

GEO.  STEVENSON. 
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On  the  Serrioe  of  ^e  State  of  PeDasjlntnia.    The  Hon'ble  tbo 
Ooottea  of  Safetj  of  the  State  of  Pennsylraiita,  at  Philadelphia. 

Bj  Hich'.  Boyer^  their  Express. 


COMMITTBE  AT  TrEKTQN  TO   COUNOIL9  1776. 

In  Committee;  TrentoD,  Nov'  IGth^  1776. 

Gentlemen; 

We  reeeived  the  500  Bushels  of  salt  directed  to  us  to  be  Disposed 
amongst  the  Inhabitants  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  which  we  have 
sold  agreeable  to  your  Instructions  in  the  small  Quantity  of  half  a 
Bushel  to  each  apply er.  And  in  their  Behalf  wo  beg  you  to  accept 
our  most  Sincere  Thanks  for  this  very  seasonable  tho^K»nty  supply. 
Permit  us  to  Represent  to  you  that  the  Necessities  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  this  State  for  this  absolutely  necessary  article  are  extremely 
Uigenty  we  shall  use  no  Arguments  to  Engage  Your  further  eon* 
aideration,  being  perfectly  assured  from  your  past  kind  attention  to 
aa  that  tou  will  as  soon  as  possible  Grant  such  further  supply  as 
may  be  m  your  power. 

We  are,  Gentlemen^ 

Your  most  H'ble  Ser**, 

By  Order  of  Oommitteci 

DAVID  PINKERTON,  Clk. 

P.  S.  We  have  paid  Capt.  Richards  for  the  salt;  also  ^e  Expence 
attending  the  Delivery;  &c. 

Directed^ 

To  the  Honourable  Council  of  Safety,  for  the  City  and  County  of 
Philadelphia. 


John  Rbad  to  Council,  1776. 

Sir, 

This  with  a  return  of  work  an  account  of  sundry  disbursments 
will  be  handed  to  Capt.  Blewer  by  William  Smith.  I  found  my- 
self under  the  necessity  of  advancing  the  wages  of  the  Ditchers,  or 
they  were  determined  to  leave  the  work  unless  I  did  allow  tViem  ^^ 
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more,  rather  then  suffier  them  to  seperate,  I  promised  it  i6  tiieii^ 
tbej  were  offsr^d  more,  and  m  ^Yeij  aoeoftiaiy  Matid  bj  Ihes 

nle  are  neatlj  locreaaedi  thaj  have  aone  xeaaon  of  ihil  adfaneft. 
ere  dajl j  pay.  tt  it  shQuld  be  desagreeable  to  die  Boardi  pkaa 
to  eegnefy  it  to  me,  bat  shoald  they  be  suffer  to  Idaye  the  works  not 
finished,  it  may  be  of  Infinite  dammge,  bat  sabmitt  to  yoar  deter- 
mination, aiid  am,  with  sabmision,  Your  Most  Hamble  Serv^ 

JOHN  READ. 
Fort  Islund,  18th  Nor.  1776. 

To  Joseph  Blewer,  Esq.,  Soathwark,  Phikdelphia. 


HSNIIT  FiSHBB  TO  COUIYGIL,  1776. 

Lewistows,  Nov  19th|  177d. 
Genilemeii, 

Staying  this  opertanity  by  Mr.  Andrew  Pur?iane,  I  moist  inform 

iOU  that  yesterday  there  was  Seven  Large  Vessels  seen  firom  the 
light  boose  aboot  five  or  six  Leagoes  to  the  Soothward  of  the  Gape, 
which  I  apprehend  are  the  same  vessels  that  have  been  off  here  for 
this  tw^  weeks  Past,  this  Day  they  are  not  to  bo  seen  from  the  Light 
hooses.  Althoogh  the  wind  has  been  this  12  hoors  to  the  Sooth- 
ward,  they  are  boond,  I  amagine,  to  the  Northward,  or  they  might 
have  been  in  to  Bay,  as  they  nave  had  two  Tides  of  flood  since  they 
Appeared  in  sisht.  Mr.  Porviance  was  at  the  Light  boose  when 
the  ships  hove  m  sight;  if  they  shoold  make  op  oor  bay  you  may 
Depend  that  I  have  all  things  in  Readdinoss  to  Oive  ydoxhe  Barliest 
Aoooonts  yoo  may  Depend  opon  it. 

I«m  in  haste.  Gentlemen,  yoor  most 

Oblig'd  Homble  Servant, 

HENRY  FISHER. 

Directed, 
To  the  Honorable  the  Cooncil  of  Safety,  in  Philadelphia. 
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Lbwib  Nioola  to  OoimoiL,  1776. 

,    .     Wednedday,  Nover"  20ib,  1776. 
St, 

As  ponibl  J  die  affiEur  of  the  stable,  wbieh  I  mentioned  to  yon  yes- 
terday morning,  may  baye  aliped  yonr  memory,  and  I  may  be  herafter 
blamed  for  not  having  informed  the  Council  of  the  circumstances 
thereof,  before  the  public  money  is  expended  thereon,  should  the 
man'who  claims  it  obtain  the  consent  of  the  Council  for  removing  it. 

Oapt.  Hay,  of  the  artillery,  built  the  stable  on  ground  belonging 
totiM  barraekfl,  and  sold  the  materials  to  a  man  that  lives  in  the 
oooatry. 

Coll.  Hempton  informed  me,  the  night  before  last,  that  the  offi- 
een  commanding  corps  in  the  barracks  were  to  meet  there  yesterday 
Doming  to  settle  the  disposition  of  the  rooms  in  the  most  convenient 
Banaer,  I,  agreeable  to  tne  information,  attended,  and  it  was  agreed 
that  room  should  be  made  in  the  wing  oocupied  by  the  German  Bai- 
talkm  for  Capt.  Doyle's  company,  and  that  the  cellars  should  be 
filed  with  men,  this  arangement  will  make  20  rooms,  as  soon  as  the 
Hying  Camp  men  march  out,  and  50  cellars  for  the  reception  of 
troops,  in  consequence  of  this  I  have  directed  that  the  cellars  should 
be  cleaned  and  fitted  for  the  reception  of  men.  I  beg  the  favour 
JOS  inll  acquaint  the  Council  with  this. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed*  Servant, 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 

Be  so  kind  to  acquaint  the  Council  that  18  wagons  with  sick  men 
^  the  camp  and  four  this  morning,  came  to  the  barracks,  the  men 
■9  more  wagons  are  on  the  road  and  two  shallops  coming  down  the 
ri?er. 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 

Dvecledy 
To  the  Seoretary  of  the  Hon'ble  Council  of  Safety. 


Extract  of  a  Lsttbr  from  Obn.  Mbrobr^  1776. 

Dated  Elizabeth  Town,  20th,  Nov.  1776. 

Inielligenoe  was  brought  me  last  night  that  the  enemy  intend  to 
reduce  Fort  Lee,  and  then  to  march  thro'  the  Jcrsejs  to  attack 
Philadelphia. 
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All  the  Transports  that  draw  the  least  water  are  preparing  to  take 
in  troops,  their  Destination  was  only  ooDJeotured  to  be  against  Phil- 
adelphia or  Soath  Carolina,  the  Transports  carry  Fascines  on  thdr 
Qoartera.  Houses  aretaken  up  in  New  York  to  barrack  Ten  Thou- 
sand men,  but  it  is  given  out,  and  firmly  believed  in  the  Army,  that 
they  will  not  go  into  winter  Quarters  before  another  attempt  is  mad3 
to  reduce  some  Part  of  the  Coast. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  give  further  Information  in  a  few  Days. 


Oenf, 

The  foregoing  Eztraot  I  send  you  by  Desire  of  Congress,  &  is  the 
whole  Information  Congress  are  possess'd  of  relative  to  the  Designs 
of  the  Enemy. 

I  am,  Gent", 

Your  very  hum«  Berv*, 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Pre*. 

Direettily 
To  the  Hon*  the  Council  of  Safety  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Joseph  !Hufp  to  Council,'  1776. 

Hibernia  Furnace,  New  Jersey, ) 
21st  Novem',  1776.  j 

Gentlemen, 

The  above  works  are  now  employed  in  makeing  Canon,  larg6  Round 
Shott,  Qrape  Shott,  &c.,  for  the  publiok  service,  and  'tis  expected 
the  Works  will  contiliue  in  Blast  'till  late  in  January,  but  as  it  is 
now  the  time  to  lay  in  a  stock  of  provisions,  and  I  have  no  Salt  to 
cure  it  with,  I  must  beg  that  you  will  be  pleas'd  to  send  me  30 
bushels  by  the  bearer,  Mr.  Henry  Howell,  or  to  whom  he  may 
order  the  same,  otherwise  I  must  immediately  putt  the'  Works  out 
of  Blast  &  cannot  com  pleat  the  orders  I  have  rec',  which  I  presume 
will  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  Interest  of  this  Country,  as  at  this 
time  I  know  of  no  other  Furnace  in  this  Province  in  Blast,  or  that 
the  stores  of  Ordinance  can  be  Suppl/d.  My  Great  want  of  the 
above  Article  does  not  leave  me  time  to  apply  to  the  Quarter  Master 
Gen^  for  a  proper  Letter  to  you  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  with  much  respect,  Gent", 

Your  most  h'ble  Serv*, 

JOS.  HUFF, 
Manager  of  the  above  Works. 
Directed, 
To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  for  the  City  of  Fhiladelphii* 
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ICorUTES  OF  A  MBBTHra  at  THB  IimiAN  QUBEN,  1776. 

At  a  meeUog  of  the  following  respectable  Cidzens  of  Philadelphia 
ui  other  parts  of  die  State  of  PeDDsjlvania,  at  the  Indian  Queen 
n  Fourth  street^  on  the  25th  day  of  Novemberi  1776|  to  wit : 


Thomas  McKean,  Ch'man. 

J&mea  Ash, 
Emanuel  Eyres, 
1/  Colonel  Parko; 
Beig.  Evres^ 
Jno.  LabojteauX; 
Dr.  JaoksoU; 
Major  Beckeri 
Cap*  Barry, 
Dd.  GhamoerSi 
Jno.  Wilson, 
Wm.  Hardie, 
Saml.  Simpson, 
Wm.  Henaerson, 
F.  McElyanei 
H.  Doughertji 
Wm.  Brown, 
•  Piul  Cox, 
Benj.  Dean, 
Jno.  Henniseed, 
Matt.  McHenery, 
Andw.  Porter, 
Joshua  Fanning, 
Jaa  MoDongle, 
Christn.  Htmner, 
8tml.  Williamsi 
Cbs.Risk, 
Joe.  Bice, 
Wm.  Barnes, 
Srans.  Paries, 
Jno.  Taylor, 
Jas.  Budden, 
Wm.  Bradford, 
Wm.  Coatee, 
Wm.  Hall, 
Saml.  Read, 
Jos.  Dean, 


Jno.  Chalohxb,  Clk. 

Thos.  Cuthbert,  ir. 
Frans.  Gilbert, 
Jas.  Morrison, 
Geo.  Ord, 
Chas.  Alexander, 
Jas.  Read, 
Jno.  Nicholson, 
Saml.  Shaw, 
Jos.  Blewer, 
Matt  Irwin, 
Jno.  Cox, 
Wm.  Sharp, 
Jno.  Galloway, 
Jno.  Bamhill^ 
Law  Bimie, 
B.  Harbeson, 
Jerema.  Dougan, 
Major  Proctor, 
Capt.  Moulder, 
Gapt.  Craig, 
Alexr.  Henderson, 
Bobt.  Bethell, 
Wm.  Gilmore, 
Jas.  McGlure, 
SamL  Massey, 
Jas.  Longhead, 
Dd.  Hall,  jr. 
Jas.  Little, 
Jno.  Lad  Howell, 
Alexr.  Boyd, 
Wm.  Bichaids, 
Jas.  Alexander, 
Jas.  Lang, 
Alexr.  Power, 
Jno.  Wigton. 


On  motion,  ResoWed  una..  That  Mr.  Wm.  Imlay,  late  of  New 
Tork  be  requested  to  attend,  agreeable  to  his  own  desire  on  Satur- 
day night  last. 

Mr.  Wm.  Imhiy  appeared  and  offered  reaaoua  to  the  C«  inat|Wbj 

Vol,  V, 


U  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1776. 

ho  ought  not  to  be  accased  as  an  Enemy  to  his  Coantrji  and  then 
withdrew. 

Whereupon  a  Question  was  put,  Is  there  any  evidence  ag^  s*  Wil- 
liam Imlay,  sufficient  to  accuse  him  before  the  Committee  of  Safety 
as  an  Enemy  to  the  liberties  of  America,  and  as  a  person  whose 
going  at  large  would  endanger  the  safety  of  the  United  Statesy  ot 
any  of  them? 

Carried  in  the  Negative. 

Moved,  That  Mr.  Daniel  Smith  be  requested  to  attend  this  meet- 
ing immediately  &  bring  his  day  book  of  Saturday.  Agreed  to 
unanimously. 

Cap^  Barns,  Mr.  Hennersly  was  appointed  to  request  Mr.  Smith 
to  attend. 

Mr.  Smith  attended  &  Informed  that  he  thinks  Jos.  Stanbury 
sung  God  Save  the  King,  in  his  house,  &1i  number  of  persons  pre- 
sent bore  him  Chorus,  on  the  15th  October,  1776,  Mr.  W.  Gliftony 
Mr.  Henley,  Mr.  Eddy,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Connor,  Mr.  Smith,  Gap^ 
Forrest,  Mr.  Jos.  Stanbury,*  Mr.  Jefferies,  Mr.  Ashton^  Mr.  Jeyes, 
Mr.  Footman,  Mr.  Vauz,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Pike. 

Moved  that  Mr.  Proctor  &  Mr.  Blewer  be  desired  to  request  the 
attendance  of  Robert  Saunders,  Mr.  Smith's  Barr  Keeper. 

Mr.  Jas.  Buddcn  being  called  upon  by  the  Gent,  present,  informed 
that  Mr.  Johnson  told  him  that  ho  was  in  C°  with  Mr.  Wm.  Smith, 
Broker  &  Rich'  Footman,  that  one  of  them  gave  the  Ring,  as  a  to^st, 
in  a  Low  voice,  the  other  said  give  it  aloud,  upon  which  they  both 
drank  it,  &  Jobnson  left  the  C". 

Moved  &  agreed  to,  that  each  person  present  do  collect  &  return 
to  this  C**  at  their  ntet  meeting,  the  names  of  such  persons  who  are 
suspected  as  Tories  &  unfriendly  to  the  cause  of  America. 

Mr.  Blewer  &  Mr.  Proctor  returned  &  reported,  that  Mr.  Smith's 
Barr  Keeper  could  not  be  found. 

Ordered  that  the  information  rec'ed  be  laid  before  the  Committee 
of  Safety  to-morrow  morn'g.  • 

Agreed  to  adjourn  to  Tuesday  evening  at  5'clock. 

!Mct  agreeably  to  adjournment,  Mr.  Wm.  Shute  in  the  Chiuri  Jno. 
Chaloner  Secretary. 

Cap*  Falconer  informed  the  C"  met,  that  James  Preicott  was  a  per- 
son suspected  of  being  a  tory  and  an  enemy  to  the  United  States  of 
America.  Mr.  Prescott  attended,  and  acknowledged  that  he  thought 
&  bad  often  said,  that  it  was  unjustifiable  to  make  opposition  to  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  in  any  case  whatsoever. 

Isaac  Atwood  attended,  and  informed  that  he  had  often  seen  Pres- 
cott at  Mrs.  Ball's  in  C*  with  a  N*  of  others,  who  frequently  sung 
loyal  songs,  such  as  God  Save  the  K<,  &c.,  drinks  success  to  the 
British  arms  against  America ;  that  when  any  news  came  to  town 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  48,  and  page  94  and  98  this  Vol. 
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Fresoott  whent  aboat  town  to  oolleot  the  C<>  that  associated  there, 
who  rejoioed  to  hear  news  of  the  success  of  the  British  forooe;  that 
h^  particaiarl  J  waited  oq  Mr  Attwood,  desiring  him  &  Mr.  Barrow  to 
attend  at  Mrs.  Ball's,  that  a  Gent"  who  deserted  from  Qaebeok  was 
to  be  there. 

Moved  that  Mr.  Prescott  bo  carried  before  the  Council  of  Safety 
immediately. 

Ordered,  That  M.  Porter  &  Mr.  carry  Mr.  Prescott  be- 
fore the  Council  of  Safety. 

Joel  Arping  attended,  Mr.  Atwood  informed  that  he  rode  express 
for  Congress,  &  Jones,  the  tavern  keeper,  told  him  that  he  rode  ex- 
press once  or  twice  to  Read*  with  Letters  to  O.  Prescott ;  that  ho 
attended  at  Mrs.  Ball's  to  drink  toasts  &  sing  son^s,  to  the  injury  of 
America ;  that  he  brot  a  paper  contains  a  list  of  the  persons  in  New 
York  who  swore  allegiance  to  K.  G. ;  he  acknowledges  that  he  would 
as  leave  take  up  arms  on  the  one  side  as  the  other. 

Mr.  Chambers  &  Mr.  Wilson  was  ordered  to  take  him  before  the 
Council  of  Safety. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  this  place  to-morrow  at  5  o'clock. 


Lewis  Nicola  to  Council,  1776. 

November  26th^  1776. 
Sir, 

I  herewith  send  you  my  account  &  vouchers,  which  you'll  be 
pleased  to  lay  before  the  Council  when  convenient;  I  must  also 
request  your  application  for  a  supply  of  money,  as  I  have  some 
tradesmen  to  pay  who  have  compleatod  their  work,  &  other  to  supply 
from  time  to  time. 

As  these  unsettled  times  may  occasion  many  removes  in  the  bar- 
racks, &  that  most  of  the  rooms  are  supplied  with  bedst-eads,  tables 
k  bencheti,  which  cannot  be  removed  into  store-rooms,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  have  them  fastened  up;  as  locks  are  attended  with  much 
inoonveniency,  occasioned  by  the  men's  loosing  the  keys  &  putting 
the  looks  out  of  order,  I  prefer  padlocks,  whi^h  may  be  taken  into 
the  stores  whenever  the  rooms  are  occupied.  I  have  hitherto  found 
it  impoeable  to  procure  the  number  I  want,  I  propose  advertising 
tluf  day  for  them  in  expectation  that  some  smith  in  the  neighbour- 
hood will  undertake  it. 

I  am,  S', 

Your  mdst  obed*  Serv*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 
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I  shonld  have  sent  in  the  aooomit  Tuesday  last,  had  I  not^  at  tiie 
request  of  Major  Proetor  &  Coll.  Cosinsko,  attended  them  to  Fbrt 
Island,  which  I  did  not  ehoose  to  refuse,  tho'  m  j  abaenoe  was  Tery 
inoonvenient  to  me. 

Be  so  kind  to  return  me  the  Receipts  for  money  advanced  to  John 
Patterson,  as  I  may  want  them  when  I  settle  with  him. 

Directedf 
To  the  Secretary  of  the  Hon^**  Council  of  Safety. 


Council  op  Safety  to     ,  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety,       1 
Philadelphia,  Nov.  28, 1776.  J 
Gentlemen, 

The  Council  of  Safety  for  this  State,  exceedingly  lament  the  pre* 
sent  necessities  of  the  people  with  respect  to  salt,  and  they  have 
used  their  utmost  endeavours  to  prevent  that  evil,  and  not  altogether 
without  success,  as  it  is  coming  in  by  degrees,  yet  not  in  such  quan- 
tities as  to  fully  supply  our  wants,  yet  we  are  not  without  hopes  that 
before  our  navigation  is  wholly  interrupted  by  the  approaching  season, 
enough  may  arrive  to  prevent  much  distress  for  want  ftf  it.  The 
scarcity  of  Salt  has  furnished  the  enemies  of  America  with  too  good 
an  occasion  to  oreate  uneasiness  in  the  minds  of  many  who  have 
credited  their  false  insinuations  and  artful  tales,  calculated  to  destroy 
all  confidence  in  this  Council  and  the  persons  entrusted  with  the 
management  of  our  public  affairs,  for  which  purpose  they  have  led 
them  to  believe,  that. large  quantities  of  Salt  were  kept  back  from 
the  use  of  the  people  and  remained  stored  in  this  City.  The  Council 
can,  with  the  greatest  sincerity  and  truth,  declare  that  they  are 
ignorant  of  any  such  practices,  and  have  taken  every  measure  in 
their  power  to  prevent  them,  and  would  so  far  discourage  any  thing 
of  the  kind,  that  they  would  authorise  any  person  or  persons  to  break 
open  any  store  or  warehouse  where  Salt  was  so  stored  and  witheld 
from  use,  and  to  seiie  upon  and  make  sale  of  the  same  to  the  people; 
we  would  therefore  desire  you  to  make  it  known  to  the  people,  that 
they  may  be  undeceived,  and  we  cannot  but  hope  that  their  virtue 
and  fortitude  will  support  them  patiently  thro'  this  difficulty,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  heavier  calamities  that  will  ensue  should  the 
British  army  prevail  against  us,  an  army  that  is  waging  war,  not 
from  sound  policy,  but  only  to  gratify  the  avarice,  the  rage  and 
resentment  of  an  inflexible  tyrant,  and  as  we  are  well  informed  from 
New  York,  whoso  mercies  are  cruelties  in  comparison  with  your  pre- 
sent sufferings,  and  not  distinguislyng  Tories  from  Whigs."^ 

*  See  Minute  in  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XI.,  pp.  16,  20,  22.  There  are  several 
copies  of  this,  which  docs  not  appear  on  the  Minates,  and  no  direction,  pro- 
bably it  was  addressed  to  the  seTeral  Counties. 
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PROCEBDIKaS  OP  ToWN  MEETING  AT  StATB  HoUSE,  1776. 

At  eleTen  o'clock  this  forenoon,  a  very  large  &  general  Town 
Heeling  was  held  at  the  State  House  Yard.  The  Members  of 
General  assembly  and  the  Council  of  Safety  were  present.  Mr. 
Rittenhoase,  Vice  President  of  the  Council  in  the  Chair.  The  intel- 
ligence which  has  been  received  of  the  probability  of  Genl.  Howe 
having  it  in  Contemplation  to  invade  this  State^  was  laid  before  the 
CitiienSy  and  they  were  informed  that  the  Congress  had  requested 
the  Milida  of  the  City  and  of  several  of  the  Counties,  and.  part  of 
the  Militia  of  each  of  the  other  Counties  to  march  into  New  Jersey. 
The  people  expressed  their  cheerful  approbation  of  the  measure  by 
the  most  unanimous  acclamations  of  Joy  ever  observed  on  any  occa- 
sion, and  the  Militia  are  ordered  to  be  reviewed  to-morrow  at  2 
o'clock.  General  Mifflin  addressed  his  fellow  Citizens  in  a  Spirited, 
animating  &  affectionate  address,  which  wad  received  by  them  with 
marks  of  approbation,  which  showed  their  esteem  for,  &  confidence 
in  the  Genflral.* 

IndcneJ 
Of  the  Public  Meeting,  28  Nov',  1776. 


COMMITTSB  OF  INSPECTION,  &C.,  OF  CUMBERLAND  Co.,  1776. 

In  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation  of  Cumberland  Conntj 

at  Carlisle,  Nov' 28th,  1776. 

Gentlemen : 

The  Bearer  hereof,  laen^  Philip  Anstruther,  a  british  Officer, 
Prisoner  of  War,  by  Reason  of  his  Indisposition  is  unable  to  travel 
in  Company  with  the  Other  Officers  by  the  way  of  Reading.  It  is 
also  necessary  that  an  Officer  should  settle  with  the  Gommiaeary  at 
Lancaster  for  the  Rations  of  the  Privates  station'd  there,  and  Mr. 
Anstruther  having  requested  the  Indulgence  of  this  Committee  to 
travel  by  the  Way  of  Philadelphia,  to  Consult  Physicians  there.  We 
have  for  the  foregoing  Reasons  thought  proper  to  grant  bis  Request, 
on  his  promise  to  wait  on  the  Hon^^  the  Council  of  Safety,  or  some 
member  of  it,  as  soon  as  he  should  reach  Philad* ;  Which  we  hope 
the  Board  will  approve  of,  as  they  can  forward  him  as  they  think 
besL  The  Other  Gentiemen^  their  Servants,  their  Servants'  Wives, 
and  their  Bagge  in  Waggons,  will  set  out  this  Afternoon  or  to  mor- 
row Morning,  by  the  way  of  Reading  &  Trenton  to  the  nearest 
Camp  of  the  United  States  in  Jersey,  under  the  Escort  of  Leu<  Coll. 
John  Greigh  &  M'  Ephraim  Steel,  two  of  our  Members,  who  will 

*  8te  Manhall*8  Bemembraiioer,  p.  119. 
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wut  of  joa  on  their  Betam.  We  do  not  send  to  Fort  Lee  (beoanse 
We  are  ioformed  it  is  evacutcd  by  our  People),  nor  do  we  Adresa 
any  Letter  to  General  Green,  but  to  the  General  Officer  who  may 
command  at  any  Camp  of  the  United  States  nearest  to  Trenton. 
We  are,  Gentlemen^  Your  most  obedient,  Humble  Servants. 

Signed  by  Order  of  the  Committee, 

G£0.  STEVENSON,  Chairman. 

J)ir€cted. 

The  Hon^'**  the  Council  of  Safety  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania,  at 
Philad*. 

By  Lieut.  Anstrather. 


Lbwis  Nicola  to  Sborktary  of  Council,  1776. 

November  29diy  1776. 

Sir: 

I  beg  the  &your  of  you  to  inform  the  Council  that  Cap^  Doyle, 
who  received  ten  Bed  oases  from  the  Quarter  Master  of  the  German 
Battallion  at  the  time  that  he  was  ordered  to  do  duty  with  said 
Battalion,  returned  but  five  of  them,  &  that  on  vis'ing  the  rooms 
they  occupied,  I  find  a  bedstead  without  its  bottom.  I  attended 
twice  at  the  barracks  yesterday  to  reoeive  the  Utencils,  without  it« 
being  in  my  power  to 'get  them  delivered  up.  The  pots  &  bucketSj 
except  snob  as  are  still  used  by  some  sick  men,  were  lefli  in  the 
barrack  yard. 

I  am,  S*", 

Your  most  obed^  Serv*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 

Direeied. 
To  the  Sect^  of  the  Hon^>«  Council. 


Dr.  Thomas  Bond  to ^  1776. 

My  dear  Sir : 

Lest  the  family  should  be  alarmed  for  want  of  Horses  to  move 
off  if  they  should  chuse  so  to  do,  I  have  sent  home  my  Carriage 
Horses.  I  Yesterday  left  Elizabeth  Town  between  1  &  2  o'clook,  & 
think  I  was  the  last  Man  belonging  to  the  Army  left,  but  my  good 
old  friend  General  Mercer.  I  was  very  much  perplexed  in  moving 
my  Sick ;  could  scarcely  get  Waggons  to  move  them  to  a  Boat  to 
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Come  here ;  they  are  not  yet  Arrived  &  have  been  left  exposed  to 
the  Weather  &  Eoemy.  The  Distress  of  this  Country  is  Amaziog, 
&  oar  Army  in  bad  Condition  to  withstand  the  Parsuers.  I  oannoi 
hear  of  their  AdvaDoinff  farther  as  yet  than  Newark ;  all  our  Army 
will  be  here  this  day,  &  small  &  weak  it  Ts.  I  wait  for  the  arrival 
of  my  Sick  &  Gen.  Washingteo  ;  I  propose  Carrying  Mine  to  Nev 
Castle  on  the  Delaware ;  whether  the  General  will  permit  or  no  I 
yet  oannot  learn ;  unless  the  Pennsylvanians  will  fight  &  Come  ft 
meet  the  Enemy  for  that  purpose,  our  all  is  gone.  I  am  amazed  at 
the  Conduet  of  these  Middle  Colonies.  I  shall  bo  with  you  soon ;  I 
will  not  be  taken  if  Industry  &  a  good  look  out  will  save  me.  My 
Love  to  every  Body. 

Yours  most  affec^^i 

TflOS.  BOND. 

Friday,  29  Nov.,  1776.    Brunswick. 

Since  Writing  the  above,  I  have  leave  to  carry  my  Sick  where  I 
think  proper,  &  have  therefore  determin'd  to  proceed  with  thom  to 
Philadelphia.  I  therefore  request  you  will  direct  the  Bearer,  John 
Long,  in  my  employ,  to  wait  upon  ,(}eneral  Mifflin,  &  request  him 
to  Issue  Orders  for  the  Eeception  of  40  Sick,  in  some  convenient 
place  near  the  Town,  if  to  be  had.  I  should  be  obliged  to  you  to 
consult  Qen\,  Mifflin  upon  a  proposal  I  have  made  of  Instituting 
Hospitals  for  the  Sick  in  Darby,  Chester,  Marcus  Hook,  Wilming- 
ton, &  Newcastle.  I  think  the  Water  Carriage  from  Trenton  to 
those  Places  would  save  much  Carting,  &  this  plan  much  better  than 
one  now  proposed,  of  sending  the  Sick  to  East  Town,  Bethlehem, 
Nazareth,  Beading,  &c.  From  what  I  can  gather  to  Day,  I  think 
our  Army  mean  to  make  a  stand  here,  though  I  have  had  the  most 
troublesome  &  distressing  Day  I  ever  New,  &  therefore  have  seen 
no  great  Folk  from  whom  I  eould  learn  their  Intentions. 

T.  B. 

P.  S. — If  the  Bearer  can  be  of  any  use  to  the  Family,  make  use 
of  him  'till  I  come  home. 


Council  of  Safety  of  Kent  Co.,  1776. 

November  the  30th,  1776. 

A  Quorum  of  That  branch  of  the  Council  of  Safety  belonging  to 
Kent  County  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  at 
their  last  Setting  met — 

The  Council  went  into  a  choice  of  a  Chairman,  and  Gcnl.  Bodney 
was  chosen  Nem.  Con. 

The  Council  taking  into  their  Consideration  the  great  scarcity  of 
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Salt  within  this  Coonty,  and  the  distress  that  must  be  oooasioned  to 
the  Inhabitants  thereof  unless  a  speedy  Supply  of  that  Neoessaiy 
Artiole  be  Obtained, 

BesoWed,  That  this  Council  will  apply  to  the  Committee  of  Safety 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylyania  for  as  mueh  Salt  as  can  be  Obtained 
from  them  for  the  Inhabitants  of  this  County. 

Resolved,  That  the  Chairman  of  this  Council  write  a  Letter  to 
the  said  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania  for  that  purpose,  aad 
inclose  therein  a  copy  of  these  Resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  Trustee  of  the  General  Loan  Offioe  for  the 
County  of  Kent  pay  the  Amount  of  the  Salt  that  may  be  obtained 
as  aforesaid,  on  the  draught  of  the  Chairman  of  Committee  of  Safety 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  Salt  when  obtained  shall  be  distributed 
among  the  Inhabitants  of  this  County  who  are  not  already  pro- 
vided, in  'equal  portions  aooordiuff  to  the  quantity  Obtained,  the 
portions  to  w  assertained  by  this  Council  when  the  whole  quantity 
n  known.  Every  person  to  whom  such  portion  is  Delivered  paying 
the  money  at  the  time  of  delivery,  and  that  no  more  than  the  prime 
Cost  shall  be  demanded.  Except  the  Necessary  Expense  arising 
thereon,  to  be  also  Aseertuned  by  Council. 

A  True  Copy  from  the  Minutes  of  Council. 

&SSAR  RODNBT,  Chairm-. 


Maj.  Ennion  Willums  to  Owen  Biddle,  1776. 

Brunswick,  Nov'm'  80th,  1776. 
Sir: 

Tou  mention  to  your  Brother  (and  my  worthy  Friend)  that  Clo- 
thing for  the  Regiment  is  now  ready.  I  have  acquainted  Lord 
Sterling,  in  whose  Brigade  our  Reg^  is,  and  he  directs  that  they  re- 
main in  Philad*  until  further  orders. 

The  Enemy  are  advancing  by  slow  and  secure  movements,  but  aa 
soon  as  our  Pen*  &  Jersey  Militia  join  us,  I  hope  to  oonvince  them 
that  we  can  &  will  disperse  them. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  Regard, 

Sir,  Your  humble  Servant, 

ENNION  WILLIAMS. 

DireeUd, 
Owen  Riddle,  Esquire,  To  Care  of  Mr.  Reisberg,  Philadelphia. 


PENNSHiVANIA  ARCHIVES  17761  81 


Council  op  Safety  to  Citizens,  1776. 

In  Counoil  of  Safety,    1 
Philad*,  30th  Nov.,  1776.    j 

It  18  no  less  necessary  than  painfal  that  the  present  movements  of 
General  Howe's  Army  requires  we  should  apprize  the  inhabitants  of 
this  City,  who  wish  to  avoid  the  insults  and  oppression  of  a  licentious 
Soldiery,  that  they  prepare  for  removing  their  Wifes  &  Children 
and  valuable  afiects  on  a  short  warning  to  some  place  of  security. 


Resolutions  op  Council  op  Safety,  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety. 

Phikdelphia,  December  1st,  1776. 
Beflolvedy 

That  each  man  who  shall  on  or  before  Wednesday  next,  march 
from  the  city  and  liberties  ^f  Philadelphia,  to  join  General  Wash- 
ington, shall  receive  (over  and  besides  his  month's  pay  advance,)  a 
Bounty  of  ten  dollars,^  to  be  paid  him  by  the  Col.  of  his  respective 
Battalion. 

That  each  man  who  shall,  on  or  before  Saturday  next,  march  from 
the  counties  of  Philadelphia  &  Chester,  to  join  General  Washington, 
shall  receive  (over  and  beyond  his  months'  pay  advance)  a  Bounty 
of  ten  Dollars,  to  be  paid  him  by  the  Col.  of  his  respective  Bat- 
talion. * 

That  each  man  who  shall,  on  or  before  Wednesday,  the  11th  of 
this  month,  march  to  join  General  Washington  from  the  Counties 
of  Lancaster,  York,  Cumberland,  Berks  &  Northampton,  shall  re- 
ceive (over  &  besides  his  month's  pay  advance,)  a  Bounty  of  ten 
dollars,  to  be  paid  him  by  the  Col.  of  his  respective  Battalion. 

That  each  man  who  shall,  on  or  before  the  18th  of  this  month,' 
nuunoh  from  the  Counties  of  Northumberland,  Bedford  &  Westm^rrc- 
land,  to  join  General  Washington,  shall  receive  (over  &  besides  hi^ 
qionth's  pay  advance,)  a  Bounty  of  ten  dollars,  to  be  paid  him  by 
the  Collonel  of  his  respective  Battalion. 

That  the  first  50  men  in  one  company,  who  shall  join  General 
Washington  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  first  50  men  in 
one  Company  from  each  of  the  Counties  of  th's  State  respectively, 
shall  receive  ten  dollars  additional  bounty,  to  be  paid  on  their  arri- 
val at  the  Camp,  and  that  the  second  50  men  from  the  City  and 
from  each  County  respectively,  shall  receive  the  Bounty  of  five  dol- 
lars each,  to  be  paid  them  on  their  arrival  at  the  Camp. 

4* 
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That  the  Officers  of  the  Battalions  of  the  City  and  of  each  county 
respectiYelji  who  shall  first  march  two  handrea  men  shall  receive  a 
bounty  proportioned  to  the  County  ordered  to  be  paid  to  the  first  50 
men  who  shiJl  arrive  at  the  Camp;  according  to  the  pay  of  each  offi- 
cer respectively. 


Council  op  Sapbty  to  Rev. ,  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety,  IWr  Ist,  1777. 
Bov'd  Sir, 

Tour  Country  matly  depends  on  the  Encouragement  which  you 
give  to  your  People.  We  doubt  neither  of  your  Virtue,  Patriotism 
nor  readiness  to  contribute  all  in  your  Power  to  animate  them*  in  the 
cause,  and  induce  them  to  march  to  the  Assistance  of  General  Wash- 
ington. If  you,  or  any  of  your  Brethren  would  ofiisr  to  go  as  Chap- 
lain to  the  Militia,  it  would  have  an  exceeding  good  efiect  The 
Council  of  Safety,  solicitous  for  the  event  of  the  present  Campain, 
entreat  you  to  exert  all  your  well  known  Influence  &  AbOities  in  the 
•ervice  of  your  Country. 

By  Order  of  Council.* 


k 


Resolution  of  Council  op  Sapkty,  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safely. 

Philad'a,  IWr  2d,  1776 
Order, 

That  no  Person  be  admitted  to  pass  the  River  Delaware  wi 
a  pass  from  this  Board. 

By  Order  of  CounciLf 

*  This  seemfl  to  havo  been  addressed  to  the  Clergy  generallj,  as  there  ait 
several  copies, 
f  Not  on  Minutes. 
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Orders  to  Commodore  Setmovr,  1776. 

In  OouQcil  of  Safety. 

Philad'a,  2d  Decern',  1776. 
Sir, 

Tou  are  hereby  ordered  to  have  all  the  Galleys  iromediafely  up 
to  Philadelphia.  The  two  w'ch  are  to  remain  are  to  be  stationed  at 
the  Chefeanz  da  frise  at  Fort  Island.  ,.u. 

By  order  of  Council. 

DAV'D  RITTENHOUSE,  V.  P. 

Dxrectedf 
To  Commodore  Seymour. 


Resolutions  of  Real  Whigs,  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety. 

Phila'a,  Dec  2d,  1776. 

The  following  is  an  Extract  from  a  Number  of  Resolves  entered 
into,  **  at  a  meeting  of  Real  Whigs,  met  at  the  Philadelphia  Society 
Hall,  Deoember  1st,  1776.  Jonathan  B.  Smith,  Chairman,"  and 
delivered  into  the  Council  of  Safety.    Viz. : 

BflMdved, 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  that  in  the  pre-. 
sent  emerKency  and  uutill  a  Militia  Law  be  enacted,  every  Person 
between  the  age  of  sixteen  and  fifty  years^  btf  ordered  out  under 
Arms  for  the  defence  of  this  State. 

Resolved, 

• 

''That  it  be  recommended  that  all  Persons  &c.,  be  ordered  out  ex- 
eept  those  who  from  their  Religious  denominations  are  unifbrmly 
known  to  be  conscienciously  scrupulous  against  bearing  Arms  in  any 
case  whatsoever,  and  that  those  pay  as  follows  for  this  exemption, 
Five  Shillings  in  the  pound  agreeable  to  the  last  Assessment  of  their 
Bttate,  Provided  said  Tax  will  amount  to  Five  pounds,  and  if 
said  tax  will  not  amount  to  Five  pounds,  that  then  the  said 
son  of  Five  pounds  be  levied  on  them,  and  that  the  said  Tax 
be  levied  on  all  Estates  of  Persons  who  do  not  go  out  whatever,  un* 
less  detained  in  the  Public  Service  of  this  State  or  of  the  United 
SkateSi  and  that  the  said  Tax  be  immediajtely  collected  and  a^ptifidL 
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to  the  use  of  the  Sick  and  wounded  Associators  and  the  Families  of 
the  Associators.'' 

Resolved  in  Council,  That  the  two  foregoing  Resolves  be  referred 
to  the  General  Assemblej  of  this  State. 

Bj  Order  of  Council. 


Resolutions  op  Council  op  Safety,  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety. 

Philadelphia,  Dec'r  2,  1776. 
Besolvedi 

That  Capt.  Huston  immediately  proceed  up  the  River  Delawarei 
as  far  as  Trenton,  and  remove  all  the  river  Craft,  Vessels  &  Boats 
from  the  Jersey,  to  Pennsylvania  side  of  Delaware,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent their  becoming  serviceable  to  the  enemy  in  their  attempts  to 
cross  said  River. 

By  order  of  Council. 

Passed. 


Council  op  Safety  to ,  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety. 

Philad'a,  Dec'  2, 1776. 

The  Army  under  General  Howe,  has  taken  possession  of  Bruns* 
wick.  General  Washington,  not  having  a  sufficient  number  of  men 
to  oppose  the  enemy,  is  obliged  to  retreat  before  him. 

Vigor  &  Spirit  alone  will  save  us — there  is  no  time  to  be  spent-iQ 
words — exert  yourselves  like  Freemen. 


Col.  Wm.  Cooke  to  Council  op  Safety,  1776. 

Gentlemen, 

I  reoeired  Ist  Instant  an  express  from  the  Board  of  War,  ordering 
me  to  march  with  my  Battaliion  to  Brunswick,  with  all  possible  ex- 
peditioa;  it  is  a  very  unfortunate  chrcumstanoe,  as  all  ray  Soldiets 
are  unprovided  with  Guns,  Cloaths,  Blankets,  &o.,  but  hope  tlM 
Oonn'  of  Safety  or  Board  of  War  will  provide  these  things.  I  expeot 
to  b^in  my  march  the  Tenth  or  Eleventh  Inst.,  and  not  before,  as 
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most  of  my  Officers  are  reoruitiDg  at  different  places  a  great  distaaofr 
firom  this.  Since  my  last^  I  have  reo'd  from  Capt.  Niches  Milleiv 
two  thousand  Dollars,  which  was  soon  expended,  as  the  officers  have 
been  very  successful  in  recruiting,  four  Capt'ns  have  their  Companys 
near  full.  I  have  consulted  with  some  of  my  Officers,  and  it  is  our 
opinion  that  Ten  Thousand  Dollars  at  least  is  immediately  wantioff, 
as  several  sums  of  money  has  been  borrowed,  and  many  of  the  Sol- 
diers have  not  received  their  full  bounty,  and  cannot  possibly  march 
nntill  they  receive  it  and  their  Subsistance  money ;  these  reasons 
will  be  sufficient  to  give  no  delay  in  sending  this  sum.  Lieut.  Hen* 
derson  &  Boyd,  waits  on  you  with  this  letter,  to  whom  I  desire  the 
money  to  be  given,  they  will  give  you  any  further  information  ne- 
cessary. 

I  am^  Gentlemen, 

your  most  Obed't  humble  Serv't, 

WILLIAM  COOKE, 
Col.  12th  Reg't  Penn.  Keg's.  .  . 

Northumberland,  2d  Decem'r,  1776. 

DireeUdf 
To  the  Hon.  the  Council  of  Safety  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


John  Wbitzel  to  Council  op  Safety,  1776. 

Sunbury,  Dec'  2d,  1776. 
Sir, 

X  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  I  have  not  as  yet  any  hemp  or  of 
the  other  articles  that  the  Council  desired  me  to  purchase ;  hemp  it 
very  plenty  in  this  County,  but  there  is  scarcely  any  broke,  the  far- 
mers here  are  just  done  putting  in  their  fall  grain,  so  that  they  have 
not  had  time  to  work  at  their  hemp,  and  hands  are  not  to  be  had 
here  for  any  price.  I  expect  to  get  the  greatest  part  of  what  you 
ordered  me  to  buy  between  this  and  Christmas.  I  have  rode  through 
the  County,  advanced  Money  to  numbers,  &  have  done  every  thing 
in  my  Power  since  I  came,  home  from  Philad'a,  to  execute  your 
orders,  but  could  not  get  it  done.  Blankets  and  Woolen  Cloths  are 
not  to  be  had  here.  Linens  have  been  and  are  yet  very  scarce,  but  I 
expect  will  bo  very  plenty  soon;  the  Women  and  Weavers  are  all 
chnely  employed.  The  bearer  hereof,  Mr.  Robert  MoBride,  goei 
down  on  purpose  to  apply  for  a  Lieutenancy  in  the  service  of  tbf 
UDited  States,  I  therefore  take  the  Liberty  to  recommend  him  as  a 
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Ban  of  Spirit  and  reaolotion,  and  have  not  the  least  doabi  Imt  he 
will  make  a  good  Officer,  he  serred  daring  the  Last  War. 

I  am,     , 

Your  most  Obed*  Serv*, 

JOHN  WEITZEL. 

Directed. 

To  Thomta  Wharton,  Jnn',  Esq',  President  to  the  Oonnoil  of 
Safety  of  Pennsylvania,  PhiUdelphia. 


David  Potter  to  Couhcil  of  Sapbty,  1776. 

Bridge  Town,  2d  Decem'r,  1776. 
Sir, 

This  serves  to  Inform  you  that  the  scarcity  of  Salt  in  this  place 
occasions  a  much  greater  Quantity  of  Poark  for  sale  than  otherwise 
would  have  been,  therefore  requests  to  know  whether  my  Orders 
may  not  be  inlarged,  so  far  as  to  Bulk  Poark  to  the  Qiouantity  of  what 
Salt  I  now  have  received  waighting  to  Barrell,  till  I  get  a  few  Bush- 
ills  more  this  winter,  or  by  the  first  Shallops  in  the  Spring,  and  must 
farther  reauest  you  to  give  the  Bearer,  my  Father,  an  order  to  re- 
ceive £400,  for  which  have  sent  a  person  up  to  Town,  as  Poark  is 
DOW  coming  ia  fast,  &  am. 

Sir,  your  Very  HumTe  Scrv't, 

DAVID  POTTER. 

Directed. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Prssident  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  Phila* 
delphia. 


Jo5A.  Mifflin  to  Council  of  Safbtt,  1776. 

Trenton,  Deo'r  8d,  1776. 
Sir, 

By  order  of  his  Honor,  General  Putnam,  I  now  inform  yon  that 
before  the  Beoeipt  of  your  Letter,  he  had  made  all  the  Boards  al 
Trenton  Landing  into  Bafis,  and  a  Party  of  men  are  ordered  op  the 
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Biv«r  to  make  the  mom  of  aU  the  Boerde,  and  SotDtling  that  are 
oa  or  near  the  Baaki. 

I  anij  Sir, 

Tour  Tory  h'ble  Serv't, 

JONA'N  MIFFLIN. 

Dirtdedf 

Tfaomaa  Wharton.  Esq..  President  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 
Phihuta. 


Col.  Joseph  Wood  to  Council  op  Sapety,  1776. 

Hoonderoga,  Dec'r  4tb,  1776. 
Sir, 

I  received  yours  as  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  by  Captain 
Fishbiinie,  oomplaining  that  the  Soldiers  was  not  paid,  I  cannot 
answer  for  any  neglect  of  that  Sort,  before  I  had  the  Reg^,  I  very 
well  know  that  all  the  sick  as  discharged  from  the  G^n.  Hospital  by 
the  Doetors,  as  nnfit  for  service,  said  to  be  by  Qen'l  Oates'  orders, 
which  the  General  positively  denies ;  I  have  ordered  an  Advertise- 
ment in  the  Papers,  setting  forth  the  Mistake  of  their  being  dis- 
•harged,  and  that  they  shall  be  paid  all  that's  doe  them ;  is  it  not 
very  extraordina^  that  Messrs.  Mease  k  Caldwell,  will  not  let  ns 
know  what  the  Soldiers  is  to  pay  for  their  Clothes,  &c.,  and  that 
one  half  of  the  wages  is  stopped,  now  almost  for  a  year,  how  is  il 
posaiMe  that  the  men  should  have  justice  done  them,  when  the  paj 
IS  withheld  by  all  the  Paymasters,  by  Mease  k  Caldwell's  orders- 
even  the  half  pay  that's  received  is  very  lately  for  want  of  Cash  \ 
Pray  now  who  is  in  fiiult,  we  have  enough  to  answer  for  of  our  own 
Neglect,  but  if  the  Soldiers  have  just  cause  of  Complaint,  which  I 
aver  they  have,  let  the  Saddle  be  put  on  the  Horse  it  belongs  to, 
Fair  play  is  a  Juel. 

For  all  this  Army  at  this  place,  which  did  consist  of  12  or  13 
thousand  men,  sick  and  well,  no  more  than  nine  hundred  pair  of 
shoee  have  been  sent;  one  third  part  at  least  of  the  poor  wretches  is 
now  barefooted,  and  in  this  condition  obliged  to  do  duty,  this  is 
shoekine  to  humanity,  it  cannot  be  viewed  in  any  milder  Light  than 
Mack  Murder,  the  poor  Creatures,  is  now  what's  left  alive,  lying  on 
the  cold  ground  in  poor  thin  Tents,  and  some  none  at  all,  and  many 
down  wi£  the  pleurisies,  no  Barracks,  no  Hospital  to  go  in,  tho 
Bamoks  is  at  Saratosa,  if  you  vras  here  your  Heart  would  melt.  I 
paid  a  Tint  to  the  siok  yesterday,  in  a  small  House  called  an  Hos- 
pital, the  first  object  that  presented  my  eyes,  one  man  lying  dead  at 
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the  dooTy  tbe  inndd  two  more  laying  dead,  two  liviDg  Ijing  between 
them,  the  living  with  the  dead,  had  so  laid  for  four  and  tw«D^ 
hours — I  went  no  further,  this  was  too  muoh  to  see,  and  too  much 
to  feel,  for  a  Heart  with  the  least  tincture  of  Humanity. 

I  am,  Sir, 

your  most  obed't 

H'ble  Serv't, 

JOS.  WOOD. 

N.  B. — At  present  we  have  not  one  pair  of  Shoes  or  one  Blanket 
in  the  store. 

A  true  Copy  of  a  Letter  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  from  Col.  Jos. 
Wood. 


Col,  Anthony  Wayne  to  Council  of  Safety,  1776, 

Ticonderoga,  4th  Bec'r,  1776. 
Gentlemen, 

Yours  of  the  eighth  October  I  received,  and  note  the  Conteoto.  I 
have  made  strict  enquiry  concerning  the  supposed  fraud  you  mention 
and  find  no  just  foundation  for  a  charge  of  that  nature ;  if  any  of 
the  Soldiers  are  gone  home  without  their  pay,  it  was  not  the  offioen 
who  were  to  blame.  I  believe  there  was  some  discharged  the  Ser- 
vice contrary  to  orders,  by  the  Directors  of  the  General  Hospital  at 
Fort  George — these  were  not  paid  off. 

But  least  that  you  should  still  conclude  that  it  was  the  Offioer^i 
Fault,  I  am  to  inform  you  that  our  B^giment  never  had  it  not  in 
their  Power  to  pay  the  men  monthly;  add  to  this  one  half  of  their 
Wages  is  stopped  by  order  of  Congress,  amounting  to  £14,  for  the 
Payment  of  not  more  than  7  or  £8,  here  there  may  be  some  ground 
of  complaint,  altho'  none  where  it  is  so  liberally  bestowed. 

You  may  rest  assured  that  I  do  make  it  my  study  to  see  justice  done 
to  the  Soldiers,  I  could  wish  eqnal.care  had  been  taken  in  every  De* 
partment ;  the  wretched  condition  they  are  now  in  for  want  of  almoet 
every  necessary  and  convenience  of  Life,  except  Flour  and  bad  Beef, 
is  shocking  to  Humanity,  and  beggars  all  Description.  We  have 
neither  Beds  nor  Bedding  for  our  sick  to  lay  on  or  under,  other 
than  their  own  thin  wretched  Cloatbing,  no  Medicine  or  Regimen 
suitable  for  them,  the  Dead  and  Dying  laying  mingled  together  in 
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Mr  Hoiptaly  or  rather  House  of  Oamago,  is  no  unoommoD  sigbl, 
tUk  tre  objecta  truly  worthy  your  notice,  as  well  as  of 

Tour  most  obed't  H'ble  Servant, 

ANTT  WAYNE. 
A  troe  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Col.  *) 
Anthony  WaynOi  to  the  Council  > 
of  Safety.  3 

hdoned, 

Copy  of  a  Letters  from  Col.  Anth'y  Wayne,  dated  Dec'r  4,  and 
ftoiQ  Col.  Wood,  of  same  date,  from  Tioonderoga,  the  Original  being 
MQt  to  Congress,  a  copy  of  the  Letter  that  Indosed  them,  is  here- 
with. 


Tflos.  Bond  to  Council,  1776. 

Gentlemen, 

In  my  son's  letter  laid  before  you,  he  requests  Provision  may  be 
ntde  for  40  sick  Persons,  who  are  to  be  brought  from  His  Hospital 
to  this  dty,  and  desires  it  may  be  considered  whether  it  would  not 
he  meet  expedient  for  all  the  Military  Hospitals  to  be  fixed  as  near 
as  poesible  to  Water  Carriage.  . 

With  respect  to  the  immediate  Provision  he  mentions  for  the  sick, 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  Pennsylvania  Bettering  House  &  Provin- 
dal  Hospitals  may  accomodate  them  and  many  more  without  the 
least  Infringements  on  the  original  Design  of  those  lustitutions,  by 
only  removrog  &  exduding  at  this  Time  such  sick  as  do  not  absolu- 
tely require  the  particular  conveniences  of  those  Houses.  With 
leapeet  to  Water  Portaee  Military  Hospitals  particularly  require  it, 
becmose  the  Joltings  of  Horse-Carriages  would  greatly  aggravate  the 
Violenoea  of  fraotiued  &  splintered  ]m)nes  from  Gun-Shot  Wounds. 

A  Terr  Short  Reflection  on  the  nature  and  use  of  Military  Hospi- 
tals at  this  time  must  convince  yon  that  a  Strict  attention  to  them 
is  of  the  utmost  Importance  to  the  distressed,  &  to  the  Community  : 
I  Uierefore  take  the  Liberty  of  advising  that  some  able,  judicious  & 
experieno'd  Person  or  Persons  may,  in  the  Character  of  Physician  & 
Bmtpon  to  the  Pennsvlvania  Troops,  and  Director  General  of  the 
Military  Hospitals  in  this  State,  be  impowered  to  fix  on  proper  Places 
for  opening  and  supplying  them  with  Assistance,  Nurses,  &  all  other 
CoDvenienoes,  which  Art  or  Humanity  requires  for  their  relief  and 
sapport.  That  the  Physicians  General  and  their  mates  shall  be 
obLged  to  attend  all  such  poor  wounded  or  sick  Soldiers,  as  shall 
ehooee  to  remain  in  their  own  Habitations     That  the  Pbysidao 
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ahaUffiTe partioolar  DireotioDS for  all  the  medidnes  k imftninieoUi im 

the  Hospitals  &  SargeoD's  Chests,  &  make  oat  general  Forma  of  PM« 
scriptioDy  agrecahle  to  the  Custom  of  the  best  regulated  Armiea  in 
Europe,  which  would  not  only  be  a  real  advantage  to  the  siok,  but 
a  great  Saving  of  Expence  at  this  Time,  when  foreic;n  Drugs  m 
scarce  &  dear.  And  lastly,  that  the  Physicians  shall  be  particularly 
enjoined  to  take  every  necessary  Precaution  against  the  Spreading 
of  contagious  Diseases  amongst  the  Inhabitants. 

When  I  see  so  many  of  my  Friends  and  valuable  fellow-oitiien^ 
exposing  themselves  to  the  Horrors  of  War,  I  think  it  my  indiapeii* 
sable  Duty  to  make  them  a  tender  of  the  best  Servioes  in  my  Pnwer, 
upon  condition  that  I  can  have  the  joint  assistance  of  noy  Son  in  HkfB 
great  undertaking,  who,  I  am  certain,  yon  will  find  on  Bnqnirjy  Ihm 
already  distinguished  himself  in  this  Department  As  1  am  lold 
many  of  the  sick  are  near  the  city,  the  sooner  this  ni^atter  is  con- 
cluded on,  the  better.  I  will  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  wait  on  yon 
soon,  &  I  am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  respectful, 

h'ble  Servant, 

TH.  BOND. 
Dec.  4th,  1776. 

Directed, 
To  the  Honorable  the  Council  of  Safety. 


Lbwis  Nicola  to  Council  of  Safbtt,  1776. 

December  4thy  1776. 
Sir, 

I  beg  the  &vour  you  will  inform  the  Council  that  agreeable  to  the 
notice  given  I  met  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  at  two  o'Clock  yea- 
terday  afternoon,  when  about  130  persons  gave  in  their  namc8|  and 
more  since,  and  this  morning  chose  their  Officers  as  specified  in  the 
inclosed  return. 

In  order  to  make  the  service  as  easy  to  the  inhabitants  as  possible, 
I  have  divided  to  city  &  suburbs  into  three  districts,  each  of  which 
is  to  take  the  Guards  most  convenient  to  them. 

Northern  District.  North  side  of  Arch  street  &  northward. 
Guards — The  two  Powder  Magazines. 

Middle  District.  South  side  of  Arch  street  to  the  Drawbridge. 
Gaard»— State  House  &  New  Goal. 


! 
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Southern  District.     From  the  Drawbridge  southward.     Ooardi 
Irigatas  &  Faggots. 

I  rappoee  the  Counoil  will  think  a  city  guard  necessary  at  leasl 
bj  nt^t  to  meant  in  the  courthouse,  and  consist  of 

The  Officers  of  the  city  guards  to  patrole  in  their  turn  every  night 
through  different  parts  of  the  city. 

The  Town  major  to  visit  the  guards  frequently  and  keep  all  per- 
sons to  their  duty^  also  from  time  to  time  to  patrole  the  city. 

The  patroles  to  take  up  all  persons  they  find  unlawfully  employed 
or  behaving  in  a  riotous  manner. 

If  the  patroles  see  any  number  of  persons  assembled  whom  they 
have  reasonable  grounds  to  suspect  are  combining  any  thing  detri- 
mental to  the  public,  they  must  secure  them  &  make  a  report  there- 
of in  the  morning  to  the  President  of  the  Hon'ble  Council  of  Safety. 

A  sufficient  number  of  arms  &  ammunition  to  be  left  at  each 
guard  house,  which  the  new  guard  is  daily  to  take  charge  &  make 
nse  of.  The  officer  commanding  each  guard  is  to  take  care  the  am- 
munition is  not  embezeled  or  wasted. 

The  arms,  if  not  discharged  on  service,  to  be  new  loaded  once 
in  fourteen  days,  but  new  primed  every  day. 

The  City  Guard  to  be  mounted  by  the  Districts  in  their  turns. 

The  above  regulations  I  beg  leave  to  offer  to  the  Council  for  ihiif 
approbation  or  idterations.  i  have  received  the  return  of  the  offi- 
cers only  for  one  district^  shall  to-morrow  give  in  a  return  of  the 
whole. 

I  am,  S% 

Your  most  obed^.  Servant, 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 

I  believe  two  Subalterns  will  be  sufficient  for  the  oity  Quard,  with 
one  Serjeant|  one  Corporal  &  thirty  men. 

Dirtdedf 
To  the  Secretary  of  the  Hon'ble  Council  of  Safety. 


John  Rbad  to  President  of  Council,  1776. 

Fort  Island,  4th  Decem',  1776. 
Sir, 

This  aflemoon  I  received  Orders  from  the  Council  of  Safety  not 
Id  porchaa  any  more  wood,  I  shall  not  until  further  orders.  I  re- 
oeived  the  like  orders  from  Mr.  Vice  President  Rittenhous,  with 
direetioDS  to  send  a  return,  which  I  did,  and  if  my  messenger  has 
not  deceived  me,  Mr.  Rittenhouse  must  have  received  it  on  Monday. 
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The  bearer  in  just  setting  out  or  woald  forme  a  2*  refnm^  to  tend 
with  thisy'but  shall  as  soon  as  possible  for  fear  of  a  Miseanage,  aeid 
a  partionlar  aooount  of  what  has  been  received,  oonsamed  and  the 
remains  in  store  to  die  28th  Novemberi  the  day  I  made  an  aotaal 
survey  of  the  wood  on  hand. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Tonr  most  Obedient, 

Hamble  ServS 

JOHN  BEAD. 

Directed, 

To  Thomas  Wharton,  ja%  Esq.,  President  to  the  Hon.  Council  of 
Safety  for  the  State  of  Pennsilvania.    Philadelphia. 


Lifiwis  NiooLA  TO  Council  of  Safety,  1776. 

December  5th,  1770. 

Sir, 

tl  received  the  Council's  orders  for  a  return  of  the  persons  enrolled 
for  the  City  Quard.  The  lists  I  took  at  the  first  meeting  I  save  the 
officers  of  the  different  Districts,  &  and  have  not  yet  received  the 
returns  of  the*  different  companies,  but  shall  if  possible  make  a  return 
to  the  Council  this  afternoon.  I  suppose  the  retorn  is  wanted  to 
known  if  any  are  fit  to  go  to  camp,  I  suspect  several  of  them  are, 
but  could  not  distinguish  them  as  the  crowd  was  so  great  and  pressed 
on  me,  to  prevent  it  as  far  as  was  in  my  power,  I  gave  notioe  that 
any  person  s  name  being  on  my  list  would  not  excuse  him  from  ser- 
vioe  if  judged  capable. 

I  am,  S^, 

Your  most  obed*  serv*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 

Directed, 
To  the  Secretary  of  the  Hon'ble  Council  of  Safety. 


.ZEneas  Mackay  to  Board  of  War,  1776. 

Kittanning,  the  5th  December,  1776. 
Sir: 

I  last  night  received  your  order  from  the  Honourable  the  Board 
of  War,  in  consequence  of  which  I  have  this  day  issued  the  neces- 
sary orders,  &  shall  Mareh  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  the  j^aoe 
diieeled. 
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I  beg  leave  to  inform  jou  at  the  same  time,  that  scarcity  of  Pro- 
fiaioD  i  other  disagreeable  circumstances  obliged  me  to  permit  a 
nnmber  of  the  men  to  go  to  particular  Stations  to  be  8upplied|  but 
bftte  directed  a  general  rendezvous  on  the  15th  Inst.,  at  a  proper 
place,  and  from  thence  shall  proceed  as  ordered. 

Ab  I  wou'd  not  choose  that  the  Battalion  should  labour  under 
ererj  disadvantage  when  at  Brunswick,  being  now  in  need  of  every 
tkbgy  I  shall  be  obliged  to  make  Philadelphia  my  Rout,  in  order  to 
be  sopplied.  I  therefore  hope  the  proper  Provision  will  be  made 
of  fiegimental  Camp-Kittles  &  Arms,  as  mentioned  to  Col.  WlsoUi 
f  CaptP  Boyd. 

^N'S  MACKAT, 

C.  8<*  R.  P.  P. 

Oq  the  Service  of  the  United  States.  Richard  Peters,  Esq., 
Beoretary  of  the  Board  of  War.     Philadelphia. 


LUDWIG  KUHN  TO  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY,  1776. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety : 

Oentlemen, 

According  to  your  Resolve  on  Dec  the  3d,  a  Company  of  horse 
is  to  be  raised,  But  the  Terms  seems  something  misstical ;  There- 
fore, I  humbly  presume  to  make  the  following  Proposals,  viz.,  that 
Etch  man  shall  receive  the  Sum  of  20  Dollars  Bounty,  and  3  pound 
P»J  p'  month,  likewise  that  each  man  shall  be  ingaged  dureing  the 
War.  I  am  well  assured  that  I  can  have  a  Company  in  a  short 
Time  of  expearianced  Germans  on  these  Terms,  They  being  furnished 
Ssefa  with  a  Horse,  two  Pistols,  and  a  broad  Sword  at  the  publick 
ttpeace,  and  that  a  proper  Sum  of  Money  should  be  put  into  some 
ptrson's  hands  immediately,  so  that  the  Business  should  not  be 
letarded. 

LUDWIG  KUHN. 
Philadelphia,  Decemb'  6th,  1776. 

Directed, 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 
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Col.  Henry  Hill  to ,  1776, 

Roxboroogh^  6tb  Deo%  1776. 
Sir, 

The  Coancil  having  honored  me  with  repeated  orders  &  intell- 
ligence  from  the  24th  to  the  80th  past,  I  consulted  the  officers  of 
mj  Battalion  on  Monday,  &  met  as  many  people  as  could  be  col- 
lected on  Wednesday. 

Altho'  some  officers  joinM  their  best  endeayours  to  produce  i^ 
desirable  e£feot,  others  were  utterly  deficient,  &  the  men  could  be 
brought  to  no  good  resolution. 

Their  objections  can  never  be  silenced  but  by  a  more  established  & 
equitable  militia  law,  for  the  cry  is,  ''  all  or  none.''  Yet  I  must 
think  these  unmanageable  fellows  would  fight  if  the  Enemy  was  at 
band. 

I  shall  not  trouble  you,  Sir,  with  a  detail  of  all  the  steps  taken  in 
the  line  of  my  duty  on  this  occasion,  but  I  hope  they  would  appear 
neither  more  nor  less  deliberate  than  my  materials  &  and  the  noblest 
cause  demand  of  Sir, 

Your  most  obed*  humble  Serv^, 

HENRY  HUiL, 
Col-  4th  P.  B.  C. 


J.  Stansbuky  to  Council  of  Safety,  1776. 

New  Jail,  6th  Decem',  1776. 
Gentlemen, 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  on  Saturday  Evening  last  I  was 
made  prisoner  in  my  dwelling-house  by  some  armed  men,  who  took 
me  before  a  number  of  Persons,  whose  stile  or  authority  I  was 
entirely  ignorant  of,  to  answer  for  my  behaviour  at  the  City  Tavern 
on  the  15th  of  October  last,'*'  touching  which  I  had  before  been 
examined  &  dismissed  by  your  Board. 

I  informed  them  of  that  circumstance,  &  delivered  the  certified 
Copy  of  my  affirmation,  which  was  read  to  them  by  their  Clerk. 
Notwithstanding  this,  they  again  questioned  me,  whether  I  sung  God 
Save  the  King  or  joined  in  the  Chorus?  both  which  I  answered  in 
the  negative.  They  then  ordered  me  to  Jail,  (without  assigning  any 
reason  or  giving  me  a  mittimus,)  where  I  have  lain  these  five  days 
in  most  irksome  confinement.  Permit  me  to  observe,  I  expected 
from  thd^qualification  1  had  taken  before  you,  and  from  my  quiet  & 

*  See  page  73-4. 
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inoffensive  demeanor,  that  I  shooldi  unquestionably,  have  been  pro- 
tected in  my  Liberty  &  Property  by  the  present  Government^  or  at 
least,  that  no  iojury  of  this  Kind  would  have  been  offered  me,  unless 
some  imprudence  on  my  part  should  have  given  just  ooeasion  for  it. 
It  is  from  your  Justice  I  expect  relief  from  my  present  Confiuementi 
and  I  flatter  myself  I  shall  want  no  other  advocate  at  your  board  to 
attain  it,  than  the  bare  representation  of  Facts  above  recited. 

I  am^  GentlemeUi 

With  due  regard  &  Esteem^ 

^  Your  most  obed^  humb«  Se^, 

J.   STANSBURY.* 

JKrtctedy 

To  the  President,  Vice  President,  or  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  of 
Safety.    Present. 


Gen.  Cadwaladbr  to  Council  of  Safety,  1776. 

Head  Quarters,  Trenton  Ferry,  Bucks, ) 
8th  Dec,  1776.  ) 

CJent-, 

His  Ezcek,  General  Washington,  desires  me  to  request  that  you 
will  immediately  dispatch  a  Party  of  men  from  Philaa'  to  cut  down 
&  destroy  the  two  Bridges  on  the  Burlington  Bead,  one  on  Pensaw- 
kin  &  the  other  on  Cooper's  Creek,  as  he  is  apprehensive  the  Enemy 
intend  to  pass  to  Philad*  by  that  Rout.  Let  me  beg  of  you,  in  my 
own  name,  that  you  will  alarm  the  whole  Country,  South  &  West, 
nothing  but  their  assistance  can  save  us ! 

I  am,  Gent., 

with  great  respect. 

Your  most  ob^  h'ble  ServS 

JOHN  CADWALADER.t 

Directed,        '    • 

To  the  Honorable  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Pennsylv*. 
Capt.  Watkins. 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  XL  p.  48. 

t  See  Minutes  Council  of  Safety,  Vol  IT.,  p.  206.    See  Colonial  Records, 
Vol.  XL,  p.  89. 
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O&DEBS  OF  Lbwis  Nicola,  Town  Majob,  1776. 

OaDSBS  iBsued  the  6th,  7thy  &  8th  Htroh^  1776. 

December  6th.    Parole  Council  of  Safety. 

The  Serjeant  of  the  New  Goal  Gaard  to  report  to  the  Town  Major 
what  prisoners  are  put  in. 

The  Captains  of  the  middle  District  having  reported  to  the  Town 
Major  that  thej  could  not  muster  more  than  25  men  for  each  oom- 
panjy  &  that  they  must  mount  daily  41  men,  officers  included,  the 
Captains  are  desired  to  take  an  account  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  said 
District  capable  of  doing  city  duty,  but  unfit  for  the  field,  &  enrole 
them.  Those  refusing  to  serve  to  be  reported  to  the  the  Town  Majofi 
that  he  may  make  a  return  thereof  to  the  Council  of  Safety. 

Each  District  is  to  form  itself  into  two  companies ;  Every  com- 
pany to  consist  of  1  captain,  1  first  lieutenant,  1  second  lieutenant, 
1  ensign,  four  Serjeants,  four  corporab  &  80  men.  One  se/jeant  of 
each  district  to  act  as  serjeant  major.  One  drummer  is  allowed 
to  each  district. 

The  officers  and  men  not  on  duty  to  be  ready  to  turn  out  when 
called  for,  or  the  drum  beats  to  arms,  for  which  purpose  they  are  to 
be  allowed  every  day  continental  pay,  without  rations. 

The  officers  are  to  form  their  companies  as  soon  as  possible,  k 
when  compleated|  to  inform  the  Town  Major  thereof,  that  he  may 
muster  them. 

When  any  thing  extraordinary  happens,  the  officer  or  aeijeant 
commanding  the  guard  to  make  a  report  thereof  to  the  Town  Major. 

December  7th,  1776.    Parole  Handcock. 

The  new  Goal  guard  to  be  reduced  to  1  serjeant  &  1  corporal  &  12 
men. 

The  four  men  taken  from  the  new  Goal  guard  to  be  added  to  the 
State-house  guard,  which  must  be  reinforced  to  1  subaltern,  one  ser- 
jeant, 1  corporal  &  30  men,  &  must  post  two  more  centries,  one  at 
the  east  &  one  at  the  west  end  of  the  new  Goal,  who  are  not  to  per- 
mit any  one  to  converse  vnth  the  prisoners,  or  give  them  any  thing 
through  the  windows. 

December  8th,  1776.     Parole  Washington.         .    . 

The  officers  &  Serjeants  of  the  guard  are  not  to  take  charge  of  any 
prisoners  without  knowing  by  whom  confined  &  for  what  offence. 

A  corporal  &  6  men  to  parade  to-morrow  morning,  at  7  o'clock| 
under  the  court-house,  to  escort  a  party  of  English  soldiers  to  New- 
town in  Bucks  county.  The  northern  district  to  furnish  the  corporal| 
and  each  of  the  six  companies  one  roan. 

The  sentries  posted  in  the  streets  are  not  to  molest  any  of  the-in- 
habitants  passing  quietly  about  their  lawful  business,  neither  are 
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t^r  to  permit  toy  penoa  to  oome  witUn  reach  of  tlieir  mnB^  but 
oUige  them  to  paw  at  a  proper  distanoe.  If  any  namber  of  peraoiui 
are  seen  together  in  the  night,  the  aentriea  must  give  notice  thereof 
to  the  guard,  the  ofl&eer  of  whioh  mnet  enqnire  into  the  eanae  of 
t&fiir  MBembliog. 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 


JosKFH  Hart  to  Couhoil  of  Safety,  1776. 

To  the  honorable  the  Oonncil  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania. 
Gentlemen, 

This  morning  I  signed  two  Certificates  of  the  Nambers  of  Asso- 
daton  belonging  to  the  Companies  of  Capt.  Jamison  &  Capt.  Wier, 
with  the  number  of  thoee  who  were  marched  to  Trenton,  as  also  (by 
a  N.  B.)  with  50  others  who  have  this  day  engaged  to  march  as 
soon  as  they  can  possibly  be  eqniped.  The  other  Companies  I  fear, 
will  not  torn  oat  so  well,  at  leaaLtbey  are  not  so  forward ;  but  I  am 
doing  what  I  can  to  get  thorn  oat.  I  am  apprehensive  that  the  Pro- 
vision made  for  them  at  the  Camp  will  not  answer  the  Season,  as  it 
will  be  impossible  for  them  to  lie  in  the  open  Field,  without  Tents 
or  Cover. 

I  shonld  have  gladly  complied  with  your  Request  concerning  the 
Number  &  Equipment  of  the  Battalioo,  but  cannot  yet  procure  pro- 
per fietuma  from  the  Captains  for  that  purpose. 

I  am  Gentlemen, 

with  due  Bespect, 

your  most  obedient, 

&  humble  Servant, 

JOSEPH  HART. 
Sonday,  Deo.  8th^  1776 

Dtrededy 

To  the  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 


ILuoR  Thos.  Pbootob  to  Council  of  Safety,  1776. 
Sir, 

I  have  ordered  all  the  regular  aoldiem  that  were  taken  Prisoners 
and  entered  with  me,  to  be  taken  to  Goal,  as  1  fear'd  future  Gonae- 
menoea  that  might  attend  their  staying  at  tUis  place  in  case  of  an 
Lrraaion,  believing  from  what  I  have  seen  and  heard,  that  Conrea- 
pondenoe  k  held  uf  between  Ld.  How,  and  them,  by  meana  of  Mra. 
Vol.  v.-    ' 
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Whlt6|  wife  of  one  of  my  People.  I  ha^  given  Capt  Ooorhug^ 
ordei^  ^  seize  ber  and  her  papers,  and  commit  her  to  oonftneneBi 
till  jou  ave  pleased  to  hear  the  matter  alleged  against  her« 

I  hope  the  Oooneil  will  pardon  my  inadVertenoy  in  first  inltstinr 
them,  as  I  shall  forbid  myself  sach  pleasure  as  £ii:peoted  to  ht^ri 
bad  from  their  services,  in  future. 

Two  Flatts  is  imediately  wanted  to  carry  stone  from  here  to  the 
piers,  as  there  is  little  security  for  the  Cbain  and  Trunk,  being  quite 
open  without  they  are  covered  with  stone^  also  more  men,  if  Possible 
to  bo  ha^. 

Yours  most  respectfully, 

TH08.  PROCTOB. 

Fort  Island,  Deo.  8th,  1776. 

Directed^ 

To  the  President  of  the  Hon'ble  Coancill  of  Safety, 
jphiladelpbia. 


JosBPH  Stanbburt  to  Gouncil  ojr  Safety,  1776. 

New  Jail,  10  Deeem',  1776. 
Gentlemen : 

I  think  myself  cruelly  treated  in  being  confined  to  this  Jail  with* 
out  the  least  shadow  of  Reason  whatever.  My  situation  is  singular, 
and  differs  from  that  of  every  Gentleman  confined  within  these  walls, 
not  one  of  them  in  the  same  predicament  with  myself.  I  have  been 
already  heard,  and  disoharged  by  y  board ;  if  I  was  before  consider- 
ed as  a  dancerops  Person,  the  qualification  I  then  took,  eflPectaally 
secures  my  future  conduct,  for  I  will  believe,  (in  justice  to  mj  own 
character,}  none  of  your  body  can  even  imagine  I  would  violate  s^q)i 
a  sacred  Obligation. 

If  the  People  met  at  the  Philosophical  Society's  Hall,  had  ad- 
duced anyig;iew  matter  against  me,  there  would  have  been  some  pre- 
text for  keeping  me  so  long  separated  from  my  distressed  Family, 
because  in  that  case,  a  fresh  hearing  might  be  thought  neceqpvT* 
Yet,  I  asked  the  Oounoil  if  there  were  any  other  charges  against  me 
&  was  answered  No,  and  thence  concluded  I  had  given  fuU  satis&o- 
tion. 

:  I  should  have  thonght  your  fselings  fior  aa  injured  fbllow  Citiaea 
wantonly,  deprived  of  hia  Liberty,  (in  violation  &defiaaoe  of  tha 
Bill  of  Bights,  and  every  authentia  declaration  held  op  to  the  Pep* 
ple)-HL  rega^  to  your  own  oonaequenee,  wounded  by  their  nnjnsi 
vsorpataon  eif  joav  right*— «pd  the  aimptenesa  of  the  eaae  laid  h^ 
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fofe  Toa  iQ  iDj  .letter  of  Fiydny  IabI^*  would  have  produced  a  mora 
■peedj  answer  in  m j  favour.  I  really  thought  it  afforded  You  a  lair 
Opportunity  of  doiof;  yonradTYes  Justiee  iu  redressing  my  private  & 
malice  levelled  iujunes. 

.  Howeveri  Gentlemen,  your  time  may  be  taken  up  with  matters  of 
the  last  importance  to  Freedom,  it  surely  must  claim  an  eminent 
rank  even  among  such  considerations,  to  protect  and  redress  an  in* 
jar'd  Citizen,  &  give  a  timely  check  to  such  arbitrary,  unlawful!,  & 
unprecedented  Proceedings  as  I  suffer  by ;  for  if  these  are  tolerated 
there  will  be  no  security  to  Rank  or  Honesty,  nor  difference  left  be- 
twixt Freedom  &  the  most  abject  Slavery. 

Hoping  you  will  please  to  consider  what  is  here  offer'd  as  the 
heartfelt  effusions  of  a  much  slander'd,  neglected,  &  injured  man, 
eipectiDg  redress  from  You  as  Guardians  of  the  Rights  of  the 
People; 

I  remain, 

6entlemeD| 

Your  most  obed*, 

humble  Serv*, 

J.  STANSBURY. 


Council  op  Safety  to  ,  1776, 

In  Council  of  Safety. 

Philadelphia,  Deo'r  11th,  1776. 
Sir, 

The  present  situation  of  this  State  makes  it  necessary  to  remove 
ill  the  State  Prisoners  from  this  City,  and  the  H'ble  Board  of  War, 
has  advised  bs  to  send  part  to  your  oare,  to  dispose  of  ihem  in  such 
plioe  of  confinement  as  you  may  think  proper.  In  consequence  of 
wbic^i  we  have  sent  you ;  a  list  of  their  names  yon  have  annexed. 
They  have  been  very  active. 


Henrt  Fishbr  to  Council  of  Safktt,  1776. 

Lewes,  December  11th,  1776. 
Ckntlemen^ 

IsBt  Evening  came  in  and  Achor'd  in  our  Road  the  Roebuck  and 
a  Sloop  of  War,  and  Remain  here  still;  if  they  should  move  up- 
wards I  shall  give  the  Generad  Alarm  by  Water  and  Land ;  when  the 
ahipa  came  in  they  had  the  wind  to  the  Eastward,  and  might  have. 

•  See  pages  74,  94, 106,  also,  Col.  Bee.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  48. 
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fetoh'd  up  the  Baj  if  they  where  inolin'd  so  to  Bo.    Hayeing  no 
more  to  add  I  Remain. 

Your  Most  Humble  Servant 

to  Command, 

HENRY  FISHER. 

Directed, 
To  the  Honarable  the  Counsel  of  Safety,  in  Philadelphia. 
P'  Express. 


This  Express  Left  Lewis  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morningi  on  the  11th. 
instant. 

H.  Fisher. 

Came  to  Cedar  Creek  at  11  o'clock, 

Thos.  Evans. 

Cairn  to  Dover,  halph  after  four  o'clock, 

F.  Battell. 

Came  to  Cantwell's  Bridge,  half  after  Elcaven  o'clock, 

Mat'w  Dxlant. 

Come  to  Willmington  fiftey  minets  past  four  o'Clock. 

Jas.  Chandler. 

Came  to  Chester  to  Wm.  Kerlin,  12  De'br^  half  after  7  o'clock. 

Wm.  Ejbrun. 


Hbnrt  Fishbr  to  Council  of  SAFKXTy  1776. 

To  the  Honcmble  the  Committy  of  Sitfety  of  the  City  of  PhilftdeU 
Phia. 

Gentlemen, 

This  day  Davis  Be  van  &  Benj.  Canby,  were  both  landed  on  oar 
Beach  by  a  Flag  from  the  Rhoabuck  Man  of  ^ar,  Capt  Hammon 
Comander,  with  whose  Officers  I  had  a  conference,  who  have  related 
to  me  that  there  is  now  on  board.  Thirty-eight  Prisoners,  who  they 
have  brought  here  for  Exchange,  agreeable  to  sund'e  Letters  from 
our  two  Commanding  opponents.  These  two  above  mentioned,  are 
both  on  parole,  one  of  wnich  (Davis  Bevan)  I  refer  you  for  further 
Particulars,  by  whom  you  may  be  acquainted  with  the  sufferings  of 
many  of  our  Brethren,  who  at  this  time  labour  under  Distressei 
worthy  of  your  immediate  attention  for  their  relief ;  Therefore  I  beg 
you  may,  as  you  will  be  acquainted  by  Mr.  Bevan,  represent  the 
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natter  to  CoDgress,  that  they  may  take  the  same  into  coDsideration 
for  their  Discharge.  We  are  at  this  time  on  our  guard,  that  no  boats 
shall  Land  without  a  Flag,  the  consequence  of  which  yon  may  de- 
pend of  being  acquainted  w'h  immediately;  the  two  Capes  and  to  the 
^Qthward  are  Lin'd  w'h  Men  of  War,  and  I  am  of  oppinion  will 
l)e  till  the  weather  will  not  allow  them  on  our  Coast.  I  am,  Gen- 
tlemen, with  offers  of  Service, 

Tour  very  hum'e  Serv't, 

HENRY  FISHER. 

Beoember  11th,  1776. 

N.  B. — As  the  Council  of  Safety  were  now  setting  at  Dover  and 
I  being  at  this  time  the  only  Commanding  Officer  here,  refer  all  the 
above  to  your  Notice. 

H.  F. 

Directed, 
To  the  Hon"«  the  Council  of  Safety  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 


John  Connolly  to  Council  of  Safety,  1776. 

Sir, 

Amidst  the  multiplicity  of  your  concerns,  permit  me  to  demand 
your  attention  for  a  moment.  Engaged  as  1  have  been  in  this  un- 
happy national  contest,  it  has  been  my  misfortune,  to  have  expe- 
rienced a  very  lon^and  rigorous  confinement,  hiehly  aggravated  by 
eonstaot  sieVness,  %e  efiects  of  this  complicated  distress,  has  reduced 
ne  to  the  lowest  condition,  and  it  may  be  thought  expedient,  to  re- 
iDOve  me  from  hence,  indiscriminately  with  otner  sufferers,  to  par- 
take with  them  the  inclemency  of  some  Frontier  Jail,  without  any 
regard  to  my  very  infirm  state.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  request 
your  interposition  in  my  favor,  supposins  it  may  be  in  the  line  of 
your  Department,  to  alleriate  the  afflictions  of  those  who  are  your 
^isoners,  and  at  your  disposal.  As  1  require  nothing  inconsistent 
with  your  own  safety,  1  flatter  myself  you  will  be  pleased  to  give 
mch  directions  with  regard  to  me,  as  may  be  correspondent  with  the 
feelings  of  humanity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^ir. 

Your  moat  Obed't  Serv't, 

JNO.  CONNOLLY.* 
Decemb'i  11th,  1776. 

Directed, 
Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

*  Bee  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p:  19C,  200. 
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John  Bull  to  Council  op  Safbtt,  1776. 

Bir: 

I  have  greeable  to  the  order  of  CouDcil,  sent  a  great  number  of 
waggons  to  Philad'a  for  the  Army,  bot  find  some  of  them  Returning 
with  furniture  and  poor  distrest  Inhabitants,  which  I  cannet  prevent. 
I  am  on  the  same  Service  jet,  but  shall  be  glad  of  jour  further  di- 
rections by  mj  son,  (who  is  the  bearer  of  thi&)  I  have  sent  »  few 
of  my  small  Batt'n. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  Hu'ble  Serv't, 

JNO.  BULL 
Deo.  11,  1776. 

Directed^ 

To  Thos.  Wharton,  Esq.,  Presid't  Committee  Safety,  or  in  his 
absence,  to  Mr.  Rittenhouse. 
^  Ez'l  Bull. 


John  Hubley  to  Ludwiq  Lauman,  1776. 

Fhilada.,  Deoembor  11th,  1776. 
Hon'd  Sir, 

By  this  Waggon  the  Council  sends  an  Iron  Chest,  ooataimng 
some  thousands  of  Dollars,  a  Cask  with  our  most  valuabla  Pspers, 
.with  another  Iron  Chest  belonging  to  Jdin  M.  Nesbitt,  Esq.,  whi(» 
please  to  put  into  some  safe  place  in  your  House.  We  are  yet  ia  a 
very  disagreeable  situation;  however,  the  Enemy  have  not  bean  able 
to  cross  Delaware ;  unfortunate  for  us  that  the  Militia  do  not  turn 
out,  there  is  yet. a  great  chance  of  saving  the  City.  A  Member  of 
our  Council  is  just  come  in,  who  says  that  part  of  the  Enemy  are 
marched  up  the  River  from  Trentown,  part  are  still  there,  and  part 
are  marched  down  the  River,  this  is  with  intent  to  divide  our  Army, 
and  then  attempt  to  cross.  Some  of  Col.  Hand^s  Regiment  has 
crossed  to  the  East  side  of  the  River  to  annoy  the  Enemy — some 
other  Companies  are  there  likewise  and  plague  them  a  good  deal — 
one  of  our  Parties  has  taken  a  Port-mantua  full  of  Papers  &  Letters 
to  the  Offioers  from  England,  Howe  dispached  the  Light  Horse  after 
them,  who  overtook  the  Party,  but  we  beat  them  off  several  times, 
and  got  off  safp. 

1  am.  Sit,  your  h'ble  Ser/t, 

JOHN  HUBLEF. 
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We  faa^  just  m  Letter  ^  Ezptegs,  that  about  4  or  500  bf  the 
Snemy  have  taken  PofiBesaion  of  Burlington.  I  ekpeet  to  dee  the 
Enemy  to-morrow  or  next  day  opposite  Philada. 

iHncied, 
To  Mr.  Lndwig  Lauman,  Lancaster. 


Major  Ennion  Williams  to  Council  of  Sapbty,  1776. 

Thoinpson's  Mill,  2i  below  Cory  ell's  Ferry, 

Deoem'r  12th,  1776. 
Gentlemen, 

There  is  not  now  either  Officer  or  Soldier  of  the  late*Col.  Atleei^s 
Batallion  with  me ;  they  are  either  in  or  near  Pliilad'a,  j&k  will 
therefore,  no  doubt,  request  the  Officers  to  collect  such  of  the  men 
as  are  there  fit  for  duty.  Our  Regiment  remains  in  12  Companies, 
eonsisting  of  about  200  Rank  and  File,  16  or  17  Serjeants,  14  Sub- 
mltems,  and  6  Captains,  fit  for  duty,  in  good  Spirits,  tho'  thinly 
clad  and  penniless :  Mr.  Sprogell  and  Captain  Redman  remained 
with  the  Regiment  about  6  hours ;  our  situation  was  such  that  they 
eoUld  not  attend  to  the  Mustering  and  paying  them ;  but  as  soon  a3 
we  know  where  we  shall  remain  for  a  few  Days,  it  will  be  very  happ^ 
I6f  oar  Reg't  to  be  mpplied  with  Cloths  and  part  of  thidir  Pay  at 


Lieat  Bnms  is  promoted  in  the  Congress's  Regiment,  And  n  gone 
4a  Philad'a.  Adjutant  Wallace  has  not  been  with  the  Resitiient 
•inei  we  left  Trenton  Ferry^  and  if  he  joins  the  Beg't  again,  he  will 
•be  tried  for  his  oondaot ;  his  absenting  himself  thus  withont  Leave, 
m  ft  lime  when  we  heard  the  Enemy  were  landed  oti  this  shore,  and 
expected  to  go  immediately  to  action,  is  too  gross  Behtevioni^  to  paifo 
unnoticed. 

Capt.  Farmer  and  Lieut.  Maise,  are  gone  to  Philad'a  with  a  com- 
plaint of  the  Rheumatism,  perhaps  by  this  time  they  may  be  reco- 
vered, and  may  collect  a  number  of  our  men  that  are  strolling  in 
Philad'a. 

General  Lee,  we  are  well  informed,  is  in  the  Jersey  near  Morris 
Town,  with  a  formidable  Army,  we  expect  he  will  attack  the  Rear 
of  the  Enemy,  we  are  in  great  hopes  ot  his  success ;  I  do  not  expect 
they  will  attempt  a  Landing  near  this,  however,  we  are  destroying 
or  Baking  every  boat  or  means  of  transporting  Troops  to  this  shore. 

It  18  my  opinion  that  the  Enemy  will  be  prevented  from  reaching 
this  side  of  Delaware  this  year,  the  Prisoners  that  have  lately  been 
taken  are  very  imaged^  and  no  Donbt  the  Enemy  #iU  be  severely 
fiaehed  by  the  eoM. 
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I  hope  Col.  Brodhead  is  perfectly  reoovered,  if  he  intends  to  eon- 
tinae  in  the  Pro?incial  Service,  it  would  give  me  Satisfaction  to 
hear  it. 

The  General  issned  in  orders  yesterday,  that  the  Streets  of  Phila- 
delphia were  orouded  with  Officers,  and  desires  that  those  fit  for  duty 
may  join  their  respective  Corps  immediately. 

I  am  fully  in  hopes  that  we  shall  soon  extricate  ourselves  from 
the  present  unfavorable  appearance  of  affairSj  and  that  success  will 
yet  crown  our  virtuous  Efforts. 

I  am,  with  great  Respect, 

Oentlemen, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

ENNION  WILLIAMS. 
Directed. 

The  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
Tiinia. 
^  fayoor  Mr.  Davis. 


Mease  &  Caldwell  to  Council  of  Safbtit,  1776. 

12th  Dec'r,  1776. 
Bit, 

As  we  are  exceedingly  press'd  for  a  supply  of  Tents  of  the  Uaa  of 
the  Army,  w'oh  are  much  wanted,  &  As  the  Bea'  Mr.  Robert  Brid- 
ges, is  engaged  in  making  a  Quantity  which  he  has  been  prevented 
from  finishing,  by  his  hands  &  himself  being  otherwise  Employed  & 
BOW  says  he  can  not  finish  unless  he  can  have  some  Indalgenoe  given 
him.  We  would  beff  leave  to  recommend  it  to  your  boaid,  thro'  yoa 
Sir,  whether  the  Public  will  not  be  served  by  allowing  him  to  stay 
&  finish  them. 

We  are  Respectfully,  Sir, 

Tr  very  Hble  Serv'ts, 

MEASE  &  CALDWELL. 

Directed^  ^ 

To  Mr.  Thos.  Wharton,  Jun'. 


Thomas  Sbtmoub  to  Council  of  Safety,  1776. 

Qentlemen : 

Capt.  Boach  is  just  come  down  here  and  acquaints  me  he  saw  a 
considerable  number  of  Waggons,  passing  along  the  Jersey  Shore 
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some  distanee  from  the  Banks ;  by  intolligeoce  he  brings,  there  is 
mboat  two  thousand  of  the  Enemy. 

I  am  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obed'  Servant, 

THOS.  SEYMOUR. 
Dunk's  Ferry,  Dec'r  12th,  1776. 

Diredied. 

To  ihe  Honbl.  Council  of  Safety, 
at  Philadelphia. 


Major  Ennion  Williams  to  Owen  Biddle,  1776. 

Two  Miles  below  Coryell's  Ferry,  ) 
Decern'  13,  1776.  J 

Bear  Sir, 

Lord  Stirling  has  this  mom  been  pleased  to  direct  that  our  Begi- 
ment  shall  be  paid  oflP  and  Clothing  sent  for,  for  as  many  as  aro 
here ;  you  will  please  therefore,  to  forward  to  me  immediately,  such 
Clothing  as  you  have  ready,  to  the  Number  of  230  Suits.  They 
want  Shirts,  Shoes,  Breeches,  Waistcoats,  Coats  &  Stockings,  and 
about  50  Blankets  \  however,  such  of  these  as  you  have,  please  send 
off  without  Delay  to  our  poor  Distress'd  soldiers,  under  the  care  of 
one  of  our  Officers  with  a  small  Party  of  our  Men,  who  no  Doubt 
are  strolling  in  Philada. 

My  Lord  has  directed  me  to  send  off  some  of  our  Officers  to  xe- 
cruit ;  I  shall  refer  them  to  the  Council  of  State  for  their  Direetioni ; 
I  would  recommend  that  they  recruit  for  the  Regiment  generally,  & 
not  for  any  particular  Companies. 

We  do  not  now  apprehend  Philad'a  in  much  Danger,  and  are 
in  high  Spirits  on  aoc^  of  the  Movement  of  General  Lee,  and  Gtai. 
Gates,  in  the  Bear  of  the  Enemy. 

I  am,  with  great  Esteem,  Sir, 

Your  friend  &  humble  Servant, 

ENNION  WILLIAMS. 

Directed, 
Owen  Biddle,  Esquire,  In  Market  near  Third  Street,  Philada. 
^  favor  Lieut.  Bioyd. 

5* 
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Wm.  Brown  to  Richard  Eyers,  1776. 

On  board  Battery  PutDam,  )      ' 
18  December,  1776.     j 

Sir, 

I  jast  now  received  yours,  and  am  surprised  that  the  HoBOi^Ue 
Council  of  Safety,  should  either  forget  what  orders  they  nye  me 
yes'day,  or  if  they  have  not,  which  way  they  thiiik  I  sh^ula  comply 
with  their  orders,  if  they  order  my  men  and  Officers  away,  for  with- 
out both  I  cannot  comply,  as  I  have  seven  or  eight  already  in  Differ- 
ent Vessells  in  the  fleet,  and  a  Greater  number  Sick.  But  if  they 
see  proper  to  give  you  an  Order  for  them  all,  you  may  have  them 
Battery  and  all. 

1  am,  Sir, 

Tour  most  hum'*  Serv*, 

WILLIAM  BROWN. 

Directed, 

To  Rich'd  Eyers,  Esq'r,  Commander  of  the  Galley. 


Rbsolution  op  CotmciL  op  Safety  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety. 

Phikdelphia,  Dec  13, 1776. 

Besolved, 

That  William  Smith,  Broker,  Samuel  Jefferies,  Joseph  Stans- 
bury,  David  Shoemaker,  and  Joel  Zane.  be  discharged  from  the  ou6- 
tody  of  Mr.  Robert  Jewell,  conditionally.  That  ihey  confine  ihem- 
•elf cs  to  their  own  dwelling  houses  until  enlarged  by  the  aathority 
presiding  in  this  State,  and  that  they  will  hold  no  correspondence 
with,  or  give  any  intelligence  to.  the  Enemies  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  nor  do  any  act  or  thing  directly  or  indirectly,  that  wili 
be  any  ways  prejudicial  to  this  State  or  any  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

*  See  page  99, 
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Major  Ennion  Williams  to  Council  op  Sapett,  1776. 

Two  Miles  below  CorjelFs  Ferry,  1 
Deo'r  13, 1776.  | 

GeiUemeii : 

This  morning  Lord  Sterling  hds  been  pleas'd  to  permit  me  to  send 
for  Clothing  for  our  Regiment,  and  to  hare  them  paid  off,  which  I 
ha?e  taketi  the  Liberty  to  inform  Owen  Biddle,  Esqnire^and  Captain 
Redman,  the  Paymaster  of,  by  this  opportunity. 

The  men  are  barefooted  and  very  thinly  clad,  and  hate  tiot  M- 
oeited  may  Pay  these  three  months.  The  Officers  made  some  consi- 
derable objections  to  the  instmotions  of  the  Paymaster ;  however,  I 
hiive  no  doubt  on  your  Revisal  of  them,  that  they  will  be  snch  ila 
no  reaionable  objections  can  be  made  to  them,  if  any  conld  fof- 
XDcrly. 

Lord  Sterling  has  directed  me  to  send  off  some  of  the  officers  to 
Becmit  for  the  Regiment,  and  requests  that  the  Officers  of  the 
late  Col.  Atlee's  Battalion  may  also  so  on  the  Recruiting  Service 
immediately.  4  Captains  &  12  Subalterns  are  to  remain  with  the 
Beg^,  the  rest  will  have  my  Directions  to  apply  to  you  for  your  in* 
Btructions  on  this  subject  I  do  not  inuigine  that  we  shall  move 
from  this  Station  these  5  or  6  Days. 

It  will  give  me  pleasure  to  hear  from  yon,  in  the  mean  time  I  am 

With  the  greatest  Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 
ENNION  WILLIAMS. 

Directed. 

The  Honorable  the  Council  of  Safety,  for  the  State  of  Penna. 
y^^  Favor  of  Lieut.  Boyd. 


John  Bayard  to  Council  op  Safety,  1776. 

Camp  at  Bristol,  Dec'r  13th,  1776. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  Brigade  commanded  by  Col.  Cadwallader,  consisting  of  the 
Philada.  militia,  came  to  this  place  this  day  from  Trenton  Ferry. 
We  are  greatly  distressed  to  find  no  more  of  the  Militia  of  our  state 
Joining  General  Washington  at  this  time,  for  God's  Sake  what  shall 
we  do,  is  the  cause  deserted  by  our  State,  &  shall  a  few  Brave  men 
offsr  tboir  Lives  a  Sacrifice  against  treble  their  number  without  assist- 
a&ce?  for  my  own  part,  I  came  cheerfully  out,  not  doubtiuf^^^ 
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should  be  Joined  by  a  number  sufficient  to  drive  our  Enemy  back, 
with  Shame;  Disgrace  &  Loss ;  but  alas,  here  we  are  about  4  or  5000 
men,  to  oppose  a  Regular  Army,  well  disciplinM  &  flushed  with  suc- 
cess, said  to  consist  of  15,000,  headed  by  able  Generals  &  encou- 
raged by  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Country  through  w'ch  they  march. 
We  now  ought  to  have  had  at  least  10,000  militia  from  our  State, 
instead  of  that  we  have  about  1200  from  Philadelphia,  ft  200  from 
Bucks  County ;  are  our  People  fast  asleep,  or  have  they  determined 
basely  to  give  up  the  cause  of  their  Country  7  If  the  latter,  hnma- 
nity,  at  least,  ought  to  lead  to  an  Explicit  Declaration,  in  order  to 
save  the  Blood  of  those  Worthy  men  who  are  ready  to  offeir  it  in  the 
Gen^  Cause,  ft  give  them  an  equal  oppertunity  of  making  their 
peace.  I  am  far  from  thinking  our  cause  desperate,  If  our  people 
would  but  turn  out,  but  I  am  sure  if  the  Enemy  proceed  ft  we  are 
.not  supported,  the  City  {at  ItaU  will  be  hit,)  I  beleive  the  Council 
do  every  thing  in  their  power,  but  you  cannot  expect  that  our  few 
Citizens,  Join'd  to  the  small  remains  of  Gen^  Washington's  Army 
.  will  oflPer  up  their  lives  without  a  prospect  of  success,  unless  join'd 
by  a  proper  force.  What  are  you  doing  with  Tories  ft  disafeoted 
persons? 

We  are  informed  to  day  by  a  Gen^  from  Burlington,  that  lUch' 
Wells  was  there  yesterday,  ^doubtless  with  advice  to  the  Enemy,)  ft 
return'd  that  night.  He  informed  the  People  that  Gen'  Putnam  in- 
tended burning  the  Citv.  You  ought  to  have  Guards  fix'd  at  all 
the  Ferrys  ft  stop  intelligence  going  over  to  the  Jerseys, — but  I 
have  no  paper  ft  must  stop.  If  I  thought  I  could  be  of  any  service 
I  would  leave  my  Battalion  ft  come  down  for  a  little  while,  for  God's 
sake,  exert  yourselves. 

I  am,  Dr  Sir, 

Yours, 

JNO.  BAYARD. 

The  Bearer,  Doet'  Harris,  can  give  the  Council  the  full  lotelli- 
gence  respecting  Mr.  Wells,  &e. 

J.  B. 

Directed. 

■  To  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 
^'  Doct'  Jackson. 


Gentlemen : 


Hbnry  Fisher  to  Council  of  Safety,  1776. 

Lewes,  Dccemb'r  ye  14,  1776. 


The  Roebuck  is  at  this  time  oruseing  oflp  the  light  house  and  the 
small  Ship  is  up  the  Bay  at  anchor  Near  the  Brandywine,  there  has 
no  more  ships  appeared  as  yet,  you  may  Depend  if  there  should,  I 
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■hall  give  you  the  earliest  aco'ts.    I  shall  refer  you  to  Mr.  Davie 
Bevaa  for  the  Partienlars  Belateing  the  ship's  Destination. 

I  am  with  Dae  Respeot, 

Years  to  Command, 

HENRY  FISHER. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Coansel  of  Safety  in  Phikdelphia. 
f'  Favour  Mr.  Bevan. 


JosxpH  RsAD  TO  CouNoiL  OF  Safstt^  1776. 

Bristol,  Deo.  14, 1776. 
Oentlemen, 

It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  all  the  Arms  should  he 
taken- from  the  Soldiers  who  are  leaving  the  Army  on  whatever  pre- 
tenee.  Many  of  them,  indeed  the  most,  make  for  Philadelphia^  aO 
that  with  some  PainS;  it  is  to  be  hoped  a  great  Number  might  be 


If  the  Gkneral  or  the  commanding  Officer  of  Brigades  had  autho- 
rity to  collect  arms  from  those  who  do  not  turn  out  on  this  occasion, 
many  might  probably  be  got  that  there  may  be  Danger  of  being  used 
against  us,  especially  in  this  County. 

I  beg  Leave  to  suggest  these  things  for  your  Consideration,  &  am 
most  respectfully, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obed»  H'ble  Serv*, 

JOS.  REED. 

DirecUd^ 

To  The  Hon.  the  Preside  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  Philad'a. 


Saml.  C.  Morris  to  Council  of  Safety,  1776. 

Bristol,  Saturday,  14  Decem.,  1776. 
Gentlemen, 

I  am  directed  by  Cap^  Cowperthwait  to  return  you  the  names  of 
such  persons  as  have  associated  in  his  Company  and  are  expert  in 
the  military  exercise ;  they  have  not  turned  out  with  us  in  this  time 
of  imminent  danser,  and  I  think  it  highly  proper  they  shon'd  be 
ealbd  upon  for  their  reasons  for  not  taking  share  with  us  iu  wt 
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distresBes.  1  neisd  not  ^tit  out  to  yoti  tb^  iieo<^tJr  bf  tfak 
sure ;  it  is  absolatelj  tidcessary  that  thej  sfaou'd  either  join  ns  M  U 
set  to  work  on  Fortifications ;  ihej  are  almoBt  all  young  &  hearty 
and  very  capable  of  working;  this  is  giving  you  trouble,  but  you  are 
the  only  Body  we  cui  look  up  to  in  this  matter,  and  we  trust  yon 
will  make  some  Enquiry  about  them.  I  well  know  you  have  much 
to  do,  and  that  many  matters  of  high  importance  engage  your  utt^- 
tion,  but  these  of  apparently  lesser  moment  must  be  thought  of,  as 
those  who  have  nobly  appeared  on  the  field  in  this  inclement  Season 
think  it  hard  that  others  equally  able  shouM  be  suffered  to  stay  at 
home,  and  shall  hope  that  your  Honorable  Body  will  act  as  you  may 
judge  most  proper. 

I  need  not  inform  you  that  the  City  Militia  are  now  here — ^yon 
must  have  been  informed  of  this  movement  last  night-^^ur  Stay 
here  will  not  be  long — orders  are  every  minute  expected  for  march- 
ing baek  again  to  Head  Quarters ;  the  enemy  have  entirely  diss- 
apeared  from  Burlington  and  have  gone  to  Trenton.  Howe  will 
certainly  make  his  Push  from  that  place  to  Philad* ;  all  our  force 
will  of  course  be  drawn  there,  and  with  G^  Lee's  assistance  we  hme 
to  ^tnal  them  in  Numbers ;  the  fate  of  our  City  still  depends  on  tLe 
HiUtia  marohing  forward— for  Ood's  Sake  strain  every  nerve  to 
urge  them  on, — every  thing  dear  &  valuable  depends  on  ^he  Exer- 
tion of  a  few  days.  I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  great  Reqpeoty 
Your  very  h'ble  Serv*, 

SAM.  C.  M0BBL3. 

Names  of  the  Absent  Light  Infantry  men. 

William  Gray,  Charles  Frelich, 

Benj*.  Thaw,  Beni*.  Taylor, 

John  M'Calla,  AndV  Lawrence, 

John  Jenkins,  Joseph  Spencer, 

Cap^  James  Johnson,  John  Pitman, 

Jemmy  Johnson,  Bichard  Inkson, 

Samuel  Taylor,  Pamell  Gibbs, 

Samuel  Reed,  William  Roberts, 

John  Le  Tellier,  David  Martin, 

Joseph  Trotter,  John  Saltar, 

William  Stretch,  Uriah  Falkner, 

Richard  Graham,  Lawrence  AUman, 

William  Milnor,  Benj".  Davis, 

William  Thaw,  Thomas  Clark, 

James  Watkins,  Jacob  Park, 

John  Thomas,  Sam^  Lee. 

M'  Howell, 

You  know  the  names  of  the  above,  &  I  believe  know,  where  they 
nil  live ;  do  think  of  them,  &  think  of  ns  who  are  on  the  Fields-— 
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Yoor  Brother  is  well-— oar  Oompany  are  all  in  good  Quarters  at 
Sdiiibii  WilUams^— we  ar^  well  &  hearty. 

BdieTe  me,  Dear  Jacob,  Your  obed'  Serv*, 

S.  C.  MOiWIS. 
Saturday,  9  (yClooki  A.M. 

Dimfed. 
%  TliJB  fionoirable  the  Council  of  Safety,  Philadelphia. 


OHBIfitOPARR    WiTMAN,   CHAIUMAN    OP  COMMlTTBfi    OP 

BifeKS  County,  1776. 

KeadiDg;  Decern'  14tb,  1775. 
GeDtlemeD, 

Id  answer  to  yoars  of  the  8th  Ult.,  respecting  the  Powder  be- 
longing to  the  Committee  of  Berks  County,  I  am  directed  to  acquaint 
You  that  there  are  fourteen  Casks  yet  on  Hand,  which  they  are 
willing  to  let  you  have. 

The  Prioe  of  the  Powder  is  four  Pounds  ^  Cask,  amoutatiog  in 
the  Whole  to  fifty-six  Pounds;  and  as  it  was  purchased  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  City  &  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  You  are  requested  to 
pay  them  the  Amount,  and  send  us  their  Receipt  by  the  JDearer  or 
such  other  Person  as  may  be  directed  to  call  for  it,  together  with 
Forty  Shillings  for  the  Charges  of  Carriage  &  Storage  while  here. 

I  am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  very  humble 

Serv*, 

CHRIST'R.  WITMAN, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

JHrecietL 

To  Mess^  Samuel  Howell  k  John  Cadwallader,  Members  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia. 
^  Favour  of  M'  Bright. 
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Commissioners  of  Berks  Co.  to  Council  of  Safbtt,  1776. 

Readingi  December  litb^  1775. 
Gendemen: 

The  Commissioners  of  Berks  County  having  informed  the  Com- 
mittee of  Correspondence  that  the  Persons  employed  in  the  making 
of  ffire  arms  for  the  Use  of  the  Province  complain  that  they  cannot 
go  on  with  the  Work  for  Want  of  ready  money  to  purchase  the 
necessary  materials,  We  take  the  Liberty,  at  their  Request,  to  ac- 
quaint you  that  we  conceive  it  will  be  very  difficult  (if  not  impossi- 
ble) for  the  Commissioners  to  comply  with  the  Recommendation  of 
the  Hon^^*  State  Assembly,  unless  they  are  furnished  with  a  Sam 
of  Money  to  enable  them  to  do  so,  and  as  M'  Bright^  one  of  the 
Commissioners  will  apply  to  you  for  that  Purpose,  we  beg  leave  to' 
recommend  him  to  you  as  a  Gentleman  on  whose  Representation  of 
the  matter  you  may  depend.  We  are,  Gentlemen,  Your  very  hum- 
ble Serv^ 

Thomas  YoungmaNi  Christ'e  WitbiaNi 

Jonathan  PottS|  Henrt  HalleBi 

CoLUNSON  Bead^  Bab'o  Otto. 

Directed, 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania,  at 
Philadelphia. 

^  Favour  of  M*'  Mich'  Bright. 


Major  Ennion  Williams  to  Council  of  Safety,  1776. 

Thompson's  Mill,  near  Coryell's  Ferry,  ) 
Dec  16, 1776.  j 

Gentlemen, 

Capt.  Bedman  &  Mr.  Sprogell  are  just  arriv'd,  and  I  am  &vor'd 
with  your  Letter  of  the  15th  Ins^  It  will  give  me  much  Satisfac- 
tion if  I  can  get  the  800  suits  you  mention  to  be  sept  to  Lord  Ster- 
Ihig,  &  unless  it  may  happen  thus  favorable,  I  cannot  see  how  it  will 
be  possible  to  make  the  Regiment  satisfied  for  the  Xjoss  of  the  Suits 
made  on  Purpose  for  them,  which  I  am  too  well  inform'd  are  to  our 
Mortification  deliver'd  out  to  other  Begiments ;  this,  amongst  other 
unfortunate  Circumstances,  perhaps  may  have  an  ill  Effect;  it  is  a 
Mystery  to  me  that  this  accident  should  thus  happen ;  however, 
amidst  other  matters,  this  is  attempted  to  be  laid  at  my  Door,  it 
will  therefore  give  me  Satisfaction  to  have  the  Letter  wrote  to  you 
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from  BninBwick  safely  kept,  as  that  mentioDs  that  Lord  Sterling 
(upon  my  ApplicatFon  to  have  the  ClothiDg^sent  for)  directed  ^  thst 
they  should  remain  in  Philad\'' 

Gapt  Philip  Albright  and  Mr.  Jacob  Laorsneybo,  Q'  Master,  have 
been  absent  without  Leave  these  two  Days.  I  am  informM  they 
are  in  Philad*;  it  is  such  a  President  at  a  Time  when  we  may  expect 
an  attack  hourly,  that  no  doubt  you  will  take  proper  Notice  of. 

The  General  has  order'd  that  an  officer  of  each  Regiment  remain 
in  Philad*  to  see  the  Sick  taken  Care  of,  and  that  all  such  as  are  fit 
for  Duty  be  sent  to  the  Regiment;  to  this  Department  I  have  ap- 
pointed Lieut.  Thos.  Boyd,  who  is  now  in  the  city. 

Upon  my  last  application  to  Lord  Sterling,  at  Brunswick,  that  the 
Arrangement  of  the  Companies  might  take  Place,  he  desir'd  that  no 
Alteration  might  take  Place  while  under  his  Command ;  so  that  the 
12  Companies  are  retained  as  usual,  which  is  very  troublesome,  and 
thus  it  win  remain,  untill  you  shall  think  proper  to  make  a  new 
arrangement  for  Ten  Companies,  or  request  that  I  may  apply  to 
General  Washington  for  his  Permission  that  the  former  may  take 

It  will  give  me  Satisfaction  to  hear  of  the  Receipt  of  such  Letters 
as  yon  may  from  Time  to  Time  receive  from 

Gentlemen, 

Your  very  humbe  Servant, 

ENNION- WILLIAMS. 
Directed. — (On  Public  Service.) 

The  Honorable  the  Council  of  State  of  Philadelphia. 


David  Chambers  to  Gen.  Washington,  1776. 

Amwell,  Dec  16th,  1776. 
Sir, 

Herewith  I  send  your  Excellency  4  prisoners,  that  we  took  last 
evening,  2  being  Regulars;  one  of  the  others,  by  name  Jn"  Vandyke, 
A  Halitious,  Active  Tory,  and  is  said  to  have  let  some  prisoners  out 
of  Millstone  Goal,  and  Assembled  and  Spirited  the  Neeroes  against 
VI.  And  as  I  am  Informed,  was  about  a  week  since  taken  prisoner 
in  Company  with  some  light  Horse  by  our  people,  and  confin'd,  wlio 
says  he  was  discharged  from  s**  Confinement  by  Order  of  Congress, 
and  travelled  into  Jersey  by  the  way  of  Easton,  from  thence  to  Jn* 

Ringoes,  where  he  oall'd  himself  by  the  name  of Jones.    The 

T^  other  is  a  person  employed  as  Post  by  Jesse  Wall,  of  Trenton, 
in  conveying  intelligences,  Letters,  &c.,  for  the  use  of  the  Regular 
Army ;  And  from  the  best  information  I  can  get,  their  forces  are  on 
the  move  from  Pennington ;  I  am  since  inform'd  the  said  Vandyke 
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made  his  noape  fh)ia  1/  Sterling,  and  given  Orderi  for  hiAi  to  hA 
kfl  with  htm,  if  ao. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  Subscribe  mjBelf 

your  mOst  obeden^  &  very  Hum*  Serv*, 

DAVID  CHAMBER. 
Directed^ 

To  hia  Ezcelleney  Oen.  WashingtOD,  at  hit  Quartcra. 


Wm.   CftlSPIN  W  COITNCIL  OF  SAFETY,  17T6. 

I  am  directed  to  Write  lo  you  for  Three  or  Four  Kegs  of  CrUn 
flintfily  There  being  None  here,  and  a  great  Cry  for  them  j  the  Golond 
of  the  Brigade  requests  that  they  he  sent  forthwith. 

I  am  Yours  to  Serve, 

WM.  CRISPIN. 
Bristol,  Decern'  16th,  1776. 

Done. 

Directed. 

To  the  honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of 
'   Pennsylvania. 


Capt.  J.  B.  BowBN  TO  Council  op  Safety,  1776. 

17th  Dec,  1776. 
Hon**?  Gentlemen, 

As  there  Itre  noW  severnl  Companies  of  the  ninth  Regiment  in 
the  Barracks,  without  a  field  officer  (of  their  Regim*)  to  command 
them ;  I  beg  leave  to  represent  to  the  Hon**^  Board,  (in  behalf  of 
myself  4nd  the  other  Cat>tain3  of  that  Regim',)  that  a  Speedy  set- 
tlement of  their  Rank  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  keep  up  that 
harmony  which  is  essential  to  good  Order  &  Duty ;  In  which  settld- 
ment  I  hope  the  Board  will  consider  me  as  the  eldest  Subaltern  ih 
the  three  Provincial  Battallions,  &  not  put  neW  oT  yotitlger  offi- 
cers (or  eveii  officers  of  the  Flying  Camp)  over  me. 

I  am  the  honor**'  Councils  most 

obliged  &  obediedt  Servant, 

J.  B.  BOWBN,  Capt.  9th  Reg*. 
Directed, 
Hon^o  Gooncil  of  Safety. 
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Resolotion  of  Council  oi*  Safety,  1776. 

In  Council  of  SafetVi         ) 
Philadelphia,  Dec  17,  1776.    J 

Raolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  General  WashingtoQ  to  iflsila 
orders  immediatelj  for  the  Militia  of  Bucks  and  Northampton  Conn* 
ties  forthwith  to  join  his  army,  and  to  send  out  parties  to  disarm 
ererT  person  who  does  not  ohej  the  summons,  &  to  seise  and  treal 
M  fiaemies  all  such  as  shall  attempt  to  oppose  the  execution  of  thii 
metsoie,  and  likewise  every  person  in  the  6^  Counties  who  are  known 
Of  lospeoted  to  be  Enemies  to  the  United  States. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 


Rbsolution  of  Council  of  Safety,  1776. 

In  Council  of  Saf^tjTi ) 
Decern.  17th,  1776.  j 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  t^is  Board,  that  the  lesolva 
for  shutting  up  the  Shops  in  this  City,  which  this  Council  published 
with  the  view  of  hastenmg  the  march  of  the  Militia,  has  been  taken 
Advantage  of  by  some  disafifectcd  persons,  who  under  pretence  of 
obedience  to  said  resolve,  still  continue  to  refuse  to  sell  their  Goods, 
whereby  great  inconvenience  arises  to  the  inhabitants. 

RuoHvedf  That  the  Stores  and  Shops  in  this  City  be  immediately 
(^)ened  by  the  owners,  and  goods  sold  at  a  moderate  Profit;  those 
who  refuse  to  comply  with  this  resolve  may  expect  to  be  dealt  with 
aa  Eoemiei  of  thia  State.* 


Maj.  Ennion  Williams  to  Council  of  Safjbtt,  1776. 

Thompson's  Mill,  near  Coryeirs^  )    i 
Dec  17, 1776.  J 

Ckntlemen,    « 

Colonel  Biddle  has  promised  me  such  a  Number  of  the  800  Suits 
coming  up  here  as  our  Regiment  may  want;  and  informs  me  that 
he  has  Orders  to  permit  no  Troops  (except  those  enlisted  during 
the  War  or  for  3  years)  to  have  any  Shoes,  Stockings,  or  Clothing, 
that  may  come  to  his  care,  therefore,  unless  you  provide  Shoes  and 
Stockings  on  Purpose  for  our  bare-footed  men,  and  direct  them  to 

*  See  Colon.  ReO.,  Vol.  X.,  p.  26,  29. 
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me,  or  obtain  an  Permission  from  his  Exoellenoy  that  they  may  be 
delivered  to  us,  it  will  be  impossible  for  our  Reg^  to  do  Duty  here 
much  longer.  Our  Regiment  have  undergone  as  much  Hardship 
and  Fatigue  as  any  in  tne  Army  since  July,  and  is  it  nnreasonable 
to  request  that  they  be  as  well  provided  ?  The  ceveral  Departments 
of  Quarter  Ma6%  Commissary  &  Paymaster,  are  now  gliding  in  their 

Proper  Channel,  and  when  the  Command  of  our  Regiment  is  settled, 
make  no  donbt  but  it  will  be  a  Credit  &  Honour  to  this  Provinoe. 
Sinee  you  form'd  the  arrangement,  the  24th  Oct%  one  Captain  la 
Prisoner,  &  one  Ist  Lieut;  three  1st  Lieutf  are  promotea  ft  left 
the  Reg*,  and  three  second  Lieu"  also.  Two  Ensigns  are  prisoners'; 
Captain  Brown,  who  is  ezcbang'd,  I  think  will  chuse  to  be  in  this 
RegS  and  perhaps  Mr.  Brown  Lee,  who  is  also  exchanged. 
Two  months'  pay  will  be  issued  to-morrow. 

I  am,  with  great  esteemi  Gentlemen, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 

ENNION  WILLIAMS. 

P.  S.— ^General  Sullivan's  Division  are  safely  arriv'd  on  this  side 
Delaware,  the  Enemy  are  moving  towards  Brunswick  &  Amboy. 

iDir«c^.^On  Publick  Service.) 

The  Honorable  the  Conncil  of  Safety  of  the  Pennsylvania. 


Council  of  Safbtt  to  Briq.  Gen.  Dickenson,  1776. 

Philadelphia,  Dee.  17, 1776. 

Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  no  date,  respecting  your  servant  and  a  Letter  found 
in  his  custody,  I  have  laid  before  the  Council  of  Safety,  and  have 
their  orders  to  acquaint  you  that  the  servant  was  set  at  liberty  yes- 
terday. As  to  the  Letter,  a  copy  of  it  is  enclosed  to  General  Wash- 
ington, the  original  the  Council  think  it  proper  to  retain  in  their 
hands. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  great  respect,    •  % 

Your  most  obedient, 

humble  servant. 

Directed^ 

Brigadier  General  Philemon  Dickinson. 
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Pangnph  of  i^  Letter  to  Gen.  Washiiigtoni  dated  DeoF  17,  1776. 

A  Servant  of  Brigadier  General  Dickinson  last  Friday  afternoon 
requested  a  Pass  to  joar  Camp,  having  as  he  said,  a  letter  from  J. 
Dickinson,  Esq.,  to  his  master.  The  Council  thought  it  proper  to 
examine  the  contents,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed  to  yon^ 
the  original  appears  to  he  in  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  his  handwriting. 
The  General  has  requested  the  Letter  may  he  sent  to  him,  but  thci 
Council  think  it  proper  to  retain  the  original  iu  their  hands,  and  bavv 
referred  him  to  you  for  the  copy  of  it,  if  you  shall  judge  proper  to 
give  it  to  )iim. 


Major  Ennion  Williams  to  Owbk  Biddlb,  1776. 

Thompson's  Mill,  near  Coryell's,  Dec'  17th,  1776. 
Dear  Sir, 

Bjrthis  opportunity  I  have  wrote  the  Council  of  Safety,  and  in-* 
form'd  them  that  your  Brother  has  promised  me  as  many  of  the  800 
Suits  coming  here  as  our  Reg*  wants,  but  that  he  has  orders  to 
deliver  no  Shoes,  Stockings  or  Clothing  to  any  Troops,  except  they^ 
are  inlisted  during  the  War,  our  men  will  therefore  go  barefooted 
unless  the  Gtoeral  shall  oonsent  that  we  may  be  supplied,  or  some 
other  mode  is  pointed  out. 

Is  it  not  a  thousand  Pities  that  this  RegS  which  is  now  the  strong- 
est in  the  Brigade,  and  born  its  full  Proportion  of  Hardships  and 
Fatigue,  should  still  suffer ;  they  are  good  men,  and  in  my  opinion 
will  yet  be  aCiedit  to  the  Province  on  which  they  pique  themselves. 

All  the  officers  are  now  satisfied  with  the  arrangement  of  the  offi- 
cers, except  Captain  P.  P.  Albright,  who  has  been  absent  without 
Leave  or  Licence  in  Philadelphia  these  several  Days,  he  insists  upon' 
it  that  as  Captain  Brown  was  absent,  he  immediately  became  2^ 
Captain  before  Captain  Marshall,  however,  Capt.  Brown  is  now  ez- 
ohang^d,  and  intends  to  join  the  Reg*,  if  the  Council  think  proper, 
as  there  is  a  vacancy,  &  if  that  should  happen,  Captain  Albright's 
ajmment  will  have  no  Force,  even  if  it  had  before. 

It  would  give  me  some  satisfaction  to  know  if  I  have  any  Brother 
Field  Officers  or  not ;  or  who  are  likely  to  be.  The  Enemy  afford 
us  a  little  Leisure  to  think  of  these  matters  now. 

I  am,  with  Great  Esteem,  Sir, 

Your  affectionate  humb.  servant, 

ENNION  WILLIAMS. 

Directed, 

Owen  Biddloj  Esquire.    In  Philada. 
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Major  Proctor  to  Cotjwcil,  &a  1776. 

Sir, 

To-morrow  flie  fbrry  at  Badolphs'  will  be  in  ordtr,  and  I  Iiaye 
got  two  boats  to  plj  to  Fort  &  Province  Islands,  agreeable  to  your 
lustructions,  Oapt.  Rice's  Oally  arrivM  from  Cape  about  an  noor 
ago,  and  Anchors  ofif  the  Fort.  The  Lieut,  of  which  Informs  of 
Eight  Ships  and  three  tenders  beine  in  the  Cape,  the  Towey  and 
Boebuok  is  supposed  to  be  two  of  them.  The  vessels  which  were 
leaving  port  are  some  of  them  gone  into  Morriss  river,  others  int» 
Christeen,  &c.,  one  vessell  taken,  said  to  be  a  Frenchman.  I  should 
be  glad  to  have  some  Casks  of  powder  sent  down  here,  as  there  is 
room  in  the  magazine.  The  Floating  batterys  expects  supplies  from 
the  Garrison,  as  they  have  but  Fifty  rounds  for  each  Gun.  It  is 
more  than  probable  that  these  ships  would  not  attempt  our  river  at 
this  precarious  season,  did  they  not  Intend  forcibly  to  form  a  Con- 
junction with  Lord  Howe,  under  these  Conjectures,  think  it  highly 
Expedient  that  a  sufficient  number  of  men  Should  be  thrown  in 
Immediately  for  the  Defence  of  this  place,  being  Exceeding  weak, 
by  a  reason  of  Setatchments  being  sent  to  Join  the  Grand  Ara^yi 
4b  Desertions  so  prevalent,  &  be  allured  if  I  am  suitably  fomiabed 
with  men,  provisions  and  stores,  the  English  shall  purchase  deer 
what  ever  they  gel*  from  me. 

I  am,  Sir,  Y'  Obe',  Humble  servant, 

THOS.  PROCTOR. 

Port  laltad,  Tuesday  Evens, 
7  o'clock,  Dec  17th,  1776. 

N.  B. — Something  ought  to  be  done  to  prevent  their  possesang 
themselves  of  Red  Bauk.&  Billings'  Port,  as  I  have  not  been:  able  ta 
do  any  thing  at  either  for  want  of  men. 

PirecUdy 

(On  Pnblio  service.)  To  the  President  of  Cooncil  of  Safety^ 
Philadelphia. 


Gen.  Putnam  to  Capt.  Pboctor,  1776. 
Sir, 

fonr  letter  of  17th  instant,  requesting  to  know  in  what  manner 
you  shall  act  respecting  the  conduct  of  the  men  under  your  Com* 
mand,  I  therefore  desire  that  you  will  strictly  comply  with  the  regu- 
lations for  the  punishment  of  crimes  as  ordered  ^by  the  Honourable 
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Oongreiiy  for  tvefjr  erino  jtobt  mtn  oommil  they  tre  to  be  tried  par-p 
tioakrlj;  and  pmrnhed  fbt  ewery  orimeM  specified  in  ilie  reguktions. 

I  ani;  Sir^ 

Yoitr  hnmble  servant^ 

ISRAEL  PUTNAM,  M.  G. 
Hetd  Qnartera,  Phil&da.,  Decern'  18th,  1776. 

Capt  Proctor,  Commandant  at  Fort  Island. 


Council  of  Sapbty  to       ,  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety, 
Philada.,  18th  I>eoem.  1776. 
ffir. 

Ton  are  hereby  ordered  to  use*yoar  best  endeavour  to  procure  if 

Kdhle  a  sufficient  number  of  volunteers  immediately,  to  man  ^eur 
poner  and  proceed  in  consort  with  Captain  Bice  to  Chrietiaoa 
Greek  to  protect  the  Public  Stores  and  the  Merchant  Vessels  Uiat 
ji^  th^re,  particular  instructions  will  be  given  to-Captun  Bice^  who 
Will  take  tne  command  on  that  Station. 


Instbuctions  of  Council  to  t ,  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety, 
Philada.,  19th  Decem',  1776. 

Sr, 

Yon  are  hereby  ordered  to  apply  to  this  Council  for  necessaries  for 
your  Crew,  and  they  shall  be  supplied,  after  which  you  are  to  pro- 
eeed  down  to  Christiana  Creek  and  use  your  best  endeavours  to  pro- 
tect the  PnbKc  Stores  and  Merchant  Vessels  there,  Captain  Eyrea 
m  the  Delaware  Armed  Vessel  has  orders  to  go  in  consort  with  you, 
IB  yon  are  the  Senior  Officer,  the  Command  on  that  Station  will  rest 
with  you,  and  as  the  Stores  and  effects  up  that  Creek  are  of  great 
filne,  we  hope  yon  will  exert  yourself  for  their  preservation  at  the 
SUM  time  taking  care  to  secure  the  armed  vessels  under  your  Com- 
mand from  being  taken,  cdiould  they  unluckily  be  so  circumstanced, 
ttttt  tbey  mmst  otherwise  inevitably  fall  into  the  Enemioe  hands. 
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yoa  are  to  burn  or  destroy  them  if  ponibie,  the  rest  we  muMt  kftfe 
to  yonr  duoretiooy  wiahing  you  health  and  happinen. 


CouwiL  OF  Safety  to  Mease  k  Caldwell,  1776. 

In  Coanpil  of  Safety. 
PhUada.^  19th  Deoem'i  1776. 
Sir, 

We  are  informed  that  many  of  the  recruits  now  in  thie  City,  soffinr 
exceedingly  for  want  of  Blanketting,  and  many  desert  for  that  reasoiii 
therefore  do  recommend  it  to  you  to  supply  them  if  possiblci  as  the 
recruiting  service  would  be  greatly  promoted  thereby. 

By  order  of  CounoiL 

THOS.  WHARTON,  Jun'r,  Presid*. 

Directedf 
To  Messrs.  Mease  &  Caldwell. 


Mease  &  Caldwell  Present  their  most  Respectfull  Com^  to  AH 
President  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  &  bee  leave  to  assure  the  Goniiir 
oil  thro'  him,  that  they  are  extremely  desirous  of  accommodating  tU 
Army  with  every  Necessary  they  can  collect  for  that  Purpose,  aad 
beg  they  will  believe  that  the  whole  of  what  they  purchase  is  ^tii- 
fttlly  apply'd  to  that  use,  but  when  any  supply  is  wanted  for  any 
Part'.  Department,  Company  or  Batallion,  they  cannot  think  them- 
selves proper  Judges  of  the  Expediency  of  supplying  any  or  rather 
every  Officer  or  Soldier  without  a  Written  Order  from  the  Coanoily 
or  some  other  proper  Authority,  specifying  the  Quantity,  &  it  may 
be  depended  on  that  such  Order  shall  be  executed  if  possible. 

Kth  Dec,  1776. 


Hugh  Montqomert  to  Joseph  Bleweb,  1776. 

■ 

Ancoous  Creek's  Mouth,  Dec  19th,  1776>. 
S',  ; 

I  Beg  pardon  for  making  so  free  with  yoa  bay  Wrighting  yoa  ;  il 
is  absoluetly  a  Cass  of  necessity  urges  me  to  it.  With  Regard  l0 
my  People's  sleeping,  we  hav  onlay  three  rugs  and  three  blanootai 
which  waa  delivered  to  them  when  they  were  in  the  Baraks  Lasl 
winter  before  I  Came  too  the  Arm'd  Boat  Effingham.  I  hav  bM 
twenty  Aight  men  on  board,  Excluding  Gomisbon'd  Offioenb  aad 
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wold  be  glad  you  wold  be  kind  anugh  to  suply  my  Is*  Lu tenant  M** 
MoKoeeli  the  berer,  with  twenty  blankets,  for  the  poor  fellows  ia 
?errj  much  deatrep'd  for  them  this  Cold  Weather. 

S%  I  am  your  verry  Humble 

Serrent  to  Command, 

HUGH  MONTGOMERY. 

Dtrecfed. 
To  Joseph  Blewer^  Esq**,  Philadelphia. 


Lbwis  Nicola  Orders  to  Bridge  Guard,  1776. 

As  Lentinant  Bunbnry  has  made  a  report  this  Morning' to  tho 
IWn  Major  that  the  Southern  District  did  not  furnish  its  men  to 
tlie  Brid^  Guard  yesterday,  ordered  that  the  Searjants  and  Corpo- 
nb  should  keep  accounts  of  every  man  warned  for  Duty,  &  if  any 
do  not  appear  must  procure  another  person  in  his  room,  who  shall 
leeeiTe  five  Shillings  for  his  trouble,  which  5  Shillings  shall  bo 
Cbarged  to  the  account  of  the  pay  &  Rations  of  tho  person  not 
appoiring. 

The  Officer  oommandine  tho  Bridge  Guard  must  observe  such 
Dereetions  as  shall  bo  given  by  Cap*  Allen  Mooro  or  Leutinant 
KcUiff  Aibcrson. 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 


Daniel  Joy  to  Committee  of  Safety,  1776. 

Geatlemen: 

Agreeable  to  your  Instructions  I  have  prooved  the  two  Brass 
ttiuiOQ  east  by  Majore  Lozley ;  the  first  after  a  Scalleing  charge,  I 

Sod  it  with  four  pounds  of  rowder,  which  burst  it.  The  Second, 
Br  Scalleing,  Loaded  it  with  Three  pounds,  two  Shot  &  three 
^ds,  after  wnich  I  gave  it  the  full  Proof  of  four  pounds.  Shot  k 
*^  as  before.  Then  gave  it  a  third  proof  like  the  first,  which  it 
1^  with  out  any  other  visiable  Damage  than  the  blowing  off  apico 
oCtbe  Musle,  Since  which  have  got  it  sawed  of  square.  Dressed  the 
^^^Aky  fixed  the  Elivating  Screw,  mounted  it  on  a  traveling  carri- 
H^tk  sent  it  to  the  State  House  yard.  But  as  the  carriag  doth  not 
^  it  I  have  desired  M'  Nevil  to  make  one  more  Sutable.  The 
ClKider  of  s*  gun  is  Three  feet  five  Inches  long,  which  is  about  ten 
4  a.haif  Inches  shorter  then  if  cast  pcrffcct. 

DANIEL  JOY. 


^  fteient  Dec»«  20%  1776.     ) 
Tttba  H*"*  Ooiracil  of  Safety.  \ 
Vol.  v.— 6 
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Copy  of  Orders  issued  to  the  City  Guard,  from  ths 
9th  December  to  the  20th  of  Deobubbr,  1776. 

December  the  9th,  1776.    Parolei  Lee. 

The  Officen  &  men  enrolling  themselves  in  the  6  Companies  of 
Gifcj  Guards  are  to  be  allowed  rations  as  well  as  pay. 

December  10th,  1776.    Parole,  Gates. 

As  it  is  often  requisite  to  put  men  on  Duty  in  such  haste  as  will 
not  admit  calling  on  them  regularly,  each  District  must  furnish  them 
without  attending  to  their  proper  turns,  but  the  Seaijant  Major 
must  make  Daily  Returns  of  the  Number  of  men  furnished  by  each 
District  beyond  its  usual  guards  to  the  Town  Major,  who  wiU  take 
Care  that  allowance  shall  be  made  by  the  other  Districts,  ao  thai 
none  shall  do  more  Duty  than  comes  to  its  Share. 

The  North  District  to  furnish  immediately  1  Seijan^  1  Corporal, 
&  12  men,  to  mount  Guard  in  the  Courthouse  &  receive  orders  from 
Lentinant  Col.  Dean. 

One  Seaijant,  1  Corporal  &  15  men,  to  parade  to-morrow  mom-, 
ing  at  7  o' Clock  under  the  Courthouse,  in  *  order  to  march  to  Balti- 
more in  Maryland,  therefor  the  must  be  picked  men,  fit  for  the  Ser- 
vice.   The  Northern  District  to  furnish  a  Seaijant  &  5,  men,  the 
Middle  District  a  Corporal  &  5  men,  &  the  Southern  Distrioi  5  nien. 

Whereas,  a  considerable  Delay  was  occasioned  yesterday  before 
the  escort  of  the  prisoners  of  war  could  march,  owing  to  the  men's 
coming  to  the  parade  unprepared,  whenever  a  Detachment  is  ordered 
every  man  must  come  prepared,  as  none  will  be  permitted  to  return 
home. 

A  Main  Guard  to  mount  every  afternoon  at  3  o'CIock,  &  consist 
of  two  Subalterns,  2  Serjants,  2  Corporals,  and  30  men,  to  parade 
under  the  Jersey  Markethouse.  The  Northern  District  to  furnish  2 
Subalterns  &  2  men.  The  middle  District  to  fumkh  1  Seijant,  1 
Corporal  &  5  men.  The  Southern  District,  1  Serjant^  1  Corporal^  & 
23  men. 

December  the  11th,  1776.    Parole,  Mifflin* 

The  Main  Guard  ordered  for  yesterday  not  having  mounted  m«si 
do  it  this  Day,  to  which  must  be  added  till  further  Orders,  1  Oep- 
tain,  1  Senant,  1  Corporal,  &  20  men.  The  Northern  Diatriol  te 
furnish  a  Captain,  1  Seaijant,  1  Corporal  &  14  men,  the  Soethera 
District  6  men.  The  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Main  Gmavd  ta 
observe  such  Directions  as  shall  be  given  by  Xjeut.  Coh  Dean,  Otp*' 
Watkins,  Cap*  Johnson,  &  Cap*  Bethel. 

The  Captains  of  the  6  City  Companies  must  give  in  a  Ketum  as 
soon  as  possible  to  the  Town  Major  of  the  Number  of  men  in  eftch 
Company  actually  enrolled,  that  he  may  give  an  ovder  for  their  JB»-. 
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iioDSi  tDd  una  ^)eoifj  the  Namber  that  will  take  lUtiona  A  of  t&ose 
thai  ehooM  money. 

December  the  12tb,  1776.     Parole,  Pbiladelpbia. 

As  great  IKfficalty  is  found  in  procuring  the  ordinary  Guardsi  A 
also  BQoh  as  are  oooanonally  wanted,  the  Seijants  &  Corporals  of  the 
DifierentCkraipaniee  must  give  to  the  Town  Major  the  name  of  cvelry 
nan  warned  for  Dnty  who  does  not  attend,  and  he  will  be  mulcted 
bis  Day's  pay  &  Rations. 

A  Captain,  2  Subalterns,  2  Serg**,  2  Corp^,  &  50  men,  to  monnt 
the  Main  Ooard  this  Afternoon,  &  to  parade  in  Christ  Cburch  Yard. 
The  Northern  District  to  furnish  1  Cap^,  1  Subaltern,  &  3«S  i^en. 
The  middle  District  I  SerjS  1  Coip^  The  Southern  District  1  Sttb.j 
1  ScrjS  1  Corps  &  27  men. 

No  man  to  stir  from  his  guard  without  leave  from  their  OfBcer| 
who  may  permitt  one  at  a  time  to  go  for  his  Victuals  from  a  Ouaro 
of  10  men,  &  in  proportion  for  every  larger  number.  The  Officers 
of  the  main  Ouanl  must  in  their  turns  patrole  through  the  City  & 
seeufe  Disorderly  persons  &  all  Soldiers  out  of  their  qnarters,  & 
make  a  repcMrt  next  morning  to  the  Town  Migor. 

An  Orderly  Seij*  or  Corporal  from  each  District  to  attend  the 
Town  Major  every  Day  at  3  o'Clook. 

December  the  14th,' 1776. 

The  Orders  of  the  12th  Instant  for  an  orderly  Seij^  or  Corporal 
fiom  each  District  to  attend  the  Town  Major  every  Day  at  8  o'clook 
not  having  been  oomplied  with,  he  reports  them  ft  the  Seaijaali 
Majora  of  the  different  Districts  return  Daily  to  the  Town  Mijor  tha 
Names  of  the  Seij^  or  Corporals  whose  turn  it  is  to  attend* 

December  the  15tb,  1776. 

One  Subaltern,  1  Scrj^  1  Corp*,  &  20  men,  to  mount  guard  Daily 
at  the  middle  Ferry,  &  receive  orders  from  Captain  Lesdorp.  Mid- 
dle District  to  fumiah  1  Subaltern.  The  Northern  District  to  fur- 
nish I  Seij^i  1  Oorp'i  &  10  men.    The  Southern  District  10  men. 

December  the  16th,  1776. 

Wereas,  Complaint  has  been  made  to  the  Hon'ble  Council  of 
Safetv  that  some  persons  with  arms  have  gone  about  the  Town  inf 
the  Night,  particularly  in  the  Middle  District,  ft  under  pretence  of 
fletting  men  to  mount  guard,  have  extorted  money  from  some  of  th^ 
Inhabitens  to  ezoose  them.  Ordered,  that  no  person  presumes  tfi  go 
abont  with  arms  after  Sunset,  ft  all  the  Inhabitants  are  requested  to 
give  notice  to  the  Town  Major  of  such  as  have  already  or  may  here- 
after take  money  on  that  pretence,  that  he  may  make  a  report  thereof 
to  the  Council  of  Safety. 

Those  men  who  have  been  on  Command  to  New  Town  or  on  the 
Main  Onard  at  the  Oonrthonse,  ft  have  not  retum'd  their  ArmS| 
must  bring  thenrto  the  Town  Major  to  morrow  meniiBg. 
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II16  Northera  Di^iriofc  to  fimiish  Dftilj  one  Snbdteni  for  tiM 
Bridge  Guard,  and  for  this  Day's  Bridge  Guard  1  Snbaltetii,  1  Ser|^» 
ft  12  men.    The  Southern  District  1  Coiporal  &  8  men. 

December  ITth,  177S. 

The  Northern  District  to  furnish  for  the  Bridge  Guard,  1  Snbul- 
ieruy  1  Corporal  &  12  men,  the  Southern  District  1  Seijant  &  8  men. 

The  Guard  for  the  Bridge  over  SckuUkill  must  parade  eyery 
afternoon  in  the  Statebouse  Yard. 
•  All  the  Guards  must  for  the  future  parade  at  1  o'Clook. 

December  the  ISth,  1776. 

The  Northern  District  to  famish  for  the  Bridge  Guard  1  Subal- 
lem^  &  12  men,  the  Southern  District  1  Sergei  1  Corp*,  &  8  men. 

7  o'clock,  P.M.  The  Statebouse  Guard  to  be  roinforc'd  with  a 
Corporal  &  four  men  from  the  Northern  District,  &  5  men  from  the 
South  District. 

December  the  10th,  1776. 

The  Northern  District  to  furnish  1  Subaltern,  1  Seaijant,  ft  12 
men  for  the  Bridge  Guard,  ft  2  men  for  the  Statebouse  Guard.  The 
Southern  District  to  furnish  8  men  ft  a  Corporal  to  the  Bridge 
Guard,  and  one  man  to  the  Statebouse  Guard. 

December  the  20th,  1776. 

The  Northern  District  to  furnish  1  Subaltern,  1  Corporal,  ft  12 
men  for  the  Bridge  Guard,  and  2  men  to  the  Statebouse  Guard. 
The  Southern  Dbtrict  1  Seij^  and  8  men  to  the  Bridge  Guard,  and 
7  men  to  the  State  bouse  Guard,  as  the  Northern  District 
6  men  extraordinary  yesterday. 


Brsolution  of  Gongrbss,  1776. 

In  Congress,  Oct.  7, 1776. 
Besolved, 

That  as  a  further  encouragement  for  |^ntlemen  of  abilities  to  en- 
gage as  commission  officers  in  the  batallions  to  be  furnished  by  the 
iCTeral  states  to  aerfe  during  the  war  their  monthly  pay  be  enoraaa'd 
•a  follows : 

A  Colonel,  to   - 

Lieut.  Colonel,  to  -        - 
Migor,  to         ... 

Captain,  to       -  -        - 
Lieutenant,  to  - 

Snsign,  to        -  -        - 

Quarter  Master,  to  - 

A4j«taot|lo    .  •       • 
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IWr  21, 177flL 
BesolTady 

That  officers  of  troops  inlisied  for  three  jmrs  or  dorinff  the  war, 
receive  pay  on  the  Dew  establishmenty  from  the  time  of  weir  being 
appointed  bj  their  respective  states  in  consequence  of  the  lesolu- 
tion  of  Congress,  passed  the  16  Sept'  last. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Fbahcis  Johnston  to  Gehkbal  Mipplin,  1776.       ^ 

Cross-Boads,  Dee'r  21st^  1776. 
Dear  God*, 

I  hope  the  Subject  of  this  Letter  will  serve  as  a  suffident  apology 
for  the  liberty  I  take  in  writing  to  you. 

I  think  it  my  Duty  to  inform  vou  of  the  strange  and  perverse 
Chance  in  Politicks,  which  hath  taken  place  through  a  great  part  of 
this  County. 

Even  some  quondam  associators,  as  well  as  conscientiously  scrupu- 
lous men,  totally  refuse  to  accept  Congress  money  as  payment  for 
old  Debts,  And  there  are  some  so  maliciously  averse  to  our  support 
of  LibertVy  that  they  refuse  to  part  with  any  commodity  whatsoever, 
even  the  Neoessaries  of  Life,  unless  they  get  hard  monev  or  the  old 
Pkper  Currency  of  this  Province.  Most  of  the  Tavern  keepers  who 
are  friends  on  the  Lancaster  Road,  have  pull'd  down  their  Signs  A 
refuse  the  Soldiery  Provisions  or  drink — they  will  assign  yon  no 
reason  for  such  conduct ;  the  reason  however  is  too  evident^  they 
are  afraid  to  receive  Congress  Money. 

The  other  Day  a  man  offered  the  sum  of  £300  Congress,  for 
£150  Penna.  Curr*'. 

While  people  are  suffered  thus  to  depreciate  that  money  by  wUeli 
we  carry  on  the  present  war,  &  are  passed  by  unpotioed  k  with 
impunity,  I  cannot  hesitate  a  moment  in  pronouncing  the  oontesi 
near  an  end,  &  what  I  dnMid,  an  inglorious  one  too. 

What  Officer  or  Soldier  will  enter  into  the  Service  in  futurCi 
if  the  oommon  &  immediate  necessaries  of  Life  are  denied  thedt 
because  they  have  it  not  in  their  power  to  lay  down  any  other 
than  Congress  money  f 

'  Inclosed  I  beg  leave  to  send  you  a  Resolve,  w'ch  in  my  weak 
jud^ent,  (if  Mopted  by  Congress,)  would  remedy  every  incon- 
venience. 
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If  joa  ahoald  like  it,  you  no  doubt  will  exert   your   inflaence 
with  that  august  Body,  to  have  it  passed  as  soon  as  poaaiblo. 

I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

Sincerely  yours,  &c. 

F.  JOHNSTON. 


Resolved, 

That  all  person  or  persons,  (to  whom  Debts  are  now,  or  shall 
henceforth  become  due,)  who  shall  refuse  to  accept  Continental 
Honey,  from  his  or  their  Debtors  in  discharge  of  such  Debts,  (It 
being  first  properly  tendered  them  in  the  presence  of  two  wit- 
nesses,) shall,  k  they  are  hereby  forever  barred  from  the  recovery 
of  such  Debts,  and  are  hereby  ordered  to  deliver  up  any  Bond, 
Bill  or  Note,  upon  which  saoh  Debt  may  have  become  due  unto 
the  said  Debtor  or  Debtors,  and  the  Pains  &  Penalties  of  Fine  ft 
Imprisonment*  &o. 

Directed^ 

Brigadier  Oen*  Thos.  MiflUn^  Philadelphia. 
-  Publick  Business. 


BoBBET  MoaRis  TO  COUNCIL  OF  Safbit,  1776. 

Philad'a,  Dea  21at,  1776. 
Otnikmen: 

'  Capt  Alexander  of  the  Delaware  Frigate  informs  me,  that  somQ 
few  of  the  Tradesmen  now  at  Camp,  are  absolutely  necessa^  to  put 
his  shfp  in  a  Condition  to  push  down  the  Bay  when  the  Eoemie'a 
ships  retire.  I  think  it  will  promote  the  Publick  Service  very  much 
to  order  them  down  immediately. 

'  I  have  sent  down  a  Sloop  to  watch  the  Men  of  War,  &  doubt  not 
wei  shall  find  an  opportunity  of  gitting  these  Ships  to  Sea.  Capt. 
Alexander  will  furnish  the  Council  with  the  names  of  the  Tradesmen 
Waited  &  I  submit  to  your  determination,  being 

Gentlemen, 

Tour  obed*  Senr*, 

BOBT.  MORRIS. 

Directed, 
To  the  Ilonble  the  Council  of  Safety,  Pennsylvania. 
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Col.  Sam'l  Griffin  to  Gen.  Putnam,  1776. 

Head  Quarters  Mount  Holly^  1 
2l8t  Dec,  1776.  j 

Hon^ble  Sir, 

This  will  be  presented  yon  by  Mr.  who  has  the  Charge  of  a 

Tery  sotorioos  Enemy  to  America  and  a  deserter  of  Maj.  Mentzcr's. 
I  l^pe  tbey  will  be  properly  secared,  the  former  has  been  in  ray 
opinion,  in  the  character  of  a  Spy.  We  arrived  at  this  Place  yester* 
day  about  3  o'olook. 

The  Enemy  abandoned  it  about  10  in  the  Mom'g,  to  all  appear- 
ance IB  great  eonfiision,  leaving  their  Beef,  &c.,  &  Fires  burning; 
we  made  a  forced  march  to  come  up  with  them,  but  the  ScoundreU 
in  this  Country  had  give  them  informaUon  of  our  advancing. 

They  are  now  at  the  Black  Horse,  from  this  7  Miles,  we  are  not 
600  strong,  they  at  least  700,  with  8  Field  pieces,  and  from  every 
aoc'  expect  a  Reinforcement.  I  expect  a  Reinforcement  this  Even> 
of  200  men ;  if  they  arrive,  I  hope  to  bring  them  to  action  To-mor- 
row mom'g :  this  is  a  very  dangerous  Post,  &  cant  be  held  without 
a  la^  Rdnfaroement. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Yr  mo.  obedt, 

SAML.  GRIFFIN. 

IHreded. 

To  the  Hon'ble  Israel  Putnam,  Eiqr., 

Haj'  General  in  the  Service  of  the  American  States. 
Favored  by  Mr.  Kennard. 


Major  Ehvion  Willums  to  Council  of  Safety,  1776. 

Thompson's  Mill,  Dec.  21st,  1776. 
Oentlemen, 

The  Bearer  is  Oapt.  John  McOowan,  who  I  have  directed  to  pro- 
ceed to  Philad'a,  to  recruit  for  the  Regiment  agreeable  to  your  Di- 
rections. I  should  be  glad  to  be  furnished  with  a  Copy  of  the  Re- 
cruiting Instructions  which  you  deliver  to  the  Officers.  Mr.  Lieut. 
Boyd,  who  was  appointed  to  take  care  of  the  Sick  is  returned,  and  I 
have  appointed  Ensign  Andrew  Lytic  to  see  the  Sick  properly  taken 
care  of. 

The  58  suits  of  New  Clothes,  58  of  old,  the  Caps^ft  Shoes  have 
oome  to  hand  and  are  distributing;  the  300  suits  mentioned  to  be 
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forwarded  to  Lord  Sterling,  I  cannot  hear  an  jthiDg  farther  of, 
I  can't  account  for. 

Herewith  is  a  Betum  of  the  late  two  Batalions  of  Riflemen ;  the 
Musketry  that  are  remaining  I  cannot  account  for,  except  such  offi- 
cers as  were  in  the  new  arrangement ;  there  no  Doubt  are  manj  of 
our  Soldiers  stragling  in  Philad'a,  and  unless  you  have  sent  the  offi- 
cers lately  of  Col.  Atlee's  Batalion  recruiting,  it  perhaps  would  be 
very  well  that  one  of  them  should  collect  &  march  the  straglera  to 
the  Regiment.  Our  men  lay  out  in  huts  made  of  Boards  in  a  rottA 
manner.  Col.  Hand's  &  other  Regiments  are  biliting  in  Farm^s 
Houses. 

I  am  Gentlemen  with  great  Esteem, 

Your  Tcry  humble  Servant, 

ENNION  WILLIAMS. 
DiWrted, 

The  Hon'ble  the  Council  of  Safety. 


John  Hublby  to  Council  of  Safett,  1776. 

Lancaster,  Deo'r  2l8^  1779. 

Gentlemen, 

General  Mifflin  haying  arrived  here  and  this  day  intenda  to  ad- 
dress the  Militia,  and  hope  by  his  happy  Eloquence  will  inspire  them 
to  turn  out  to  oppose  the  Enemy. 

Tlie  General  has  informed  me  that  the  Militia  who  have  alreadT 
marched  were  badly  accommodated  on  the  Road  with  ProYisioB  k 
Lodgings.  That  the  Tavern  keepers  do  not  give  themselves  the 
trouble  to  amend  this  fault,  making  many  excuses  and  thereby  injur 
the  march  of  the  Troops.  He  therefore  thinks  it  adviseable  That  a 
Resolution  be  entered  into  &  Published,  That  all  those  who  keep 
Public  Houses,  or  who  have  heretofore  done  so,  and  still  live  in  the 
places  where  people  used  to  be  accommodated,  should  provide  suii- 
ablo  Provisions,  &o.,  for  the  Associators,  and  if  they  neglected  ao  to 
do,  the  Associators  should  have  power  to  accommodate  themselves 
at  such  Houses,  by  killing  such  Cattle,  &c.,  as  was  sufficient,  giving 
a  receipt  for  them  to  the  owner,  that  he  might  be  paid  a  reaaonable 
Price  by  the  Council.  A  Resolution  of  this  kind,  or  something 
similar,  ought,  without  the  loss  of  a  day,  be  made,  and  make  no 
doubt  you  will  pay  immediate  attention  thereto. 

I  am  Gentlemen, 

Yours,  &o., 
JOHN  HUBLBY. 
Dtrecfedj 

On  Public  Service. 

Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
From  Mr.  Hubley. 
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COUHCIL  OF  SaI JCIT  TO  P&BSIOBNT  OF  CONGRESS,   1776. 


Sir: 


In  CoQDoil  of  Safety. 

December  22nd,  1776,  PbHad'a. 


The  Oooncil  this  day  received  the  enclosed  Letters  from  Tycon- 

^erogt.    Their  Coti tents  are  so  melancholy  &  important,  that  we 

thnght  it  oar  Duty  to  transmit  them  to  yoa  without  delay.  America 

^^  suffered  more  from  herself  than  her  Enemies,  and  until  a  tho- 

fOQgh  reform  can  take  place  in  the  several  Departments,  opposition 

^  be  vain.     While  mtxe  offices  or  a  grisater  share  of  thd  public 

'^uniesi,  is  heaped  upon  the  same  person  than  he  can  possibly  at- 

'    ^^  ^f  ^0  ^Q^^  >*  T^ot  his  if  they  are  bat  indifferently  executed. 

It  is  the  most  important  matter  which  can  at  this  time  attract  the 

^^nticD  of  Congress,  and  we  hope  that  we  shall  be  indulged  in 

P'^^'Biog  it  upon  them.    A  few  naked,  sickly  &  ill-attended  Troops 

^<>H  fiul  a  prey  to  th<»r  own  Distresses  if  not  to  the  Enemy,  and  the 

j^^BBiDg  ef  heaven  can  scarcely  be  expected  to  attend  a  cause  however 

Good,  while  the  men  who  expose  their  lives  in  Defence  of  it  arc  so 

"^^wirded. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be. 

By  Order  of  Council, 

Sir,  your  very  humble  Servant, 

DAVID  RITTENHOUSB. 

A.  true  Copy  of  a  Letter  of  this  date  to  Congress, 
^be  Hon'ble  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


Ihstructions  of  Cohnoil,  &o.,  to ^  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety. 

December  22d,  1776. 

«*. 

l^'X'oa  are  hereby  directed  to  order  four  of  the  armed  Boats,  that 
JJ^Ve  the  best  accommodations  to  Bristol;  when  they  arrive  tl\ere, 
•^^  are  to  receive  further  Orders  from  the  Commanding  Officer  at  that 
F*^.  If  the  Crew  are  not  provided  with  Blankets  and  other  neces- 
■Wes  for  that  service,  by  applying  to  this  Council  they  shall  be  sup- 
^^,  and  the  Commissary  is  to  supply  the  Crews  with  double  allo^ 

6* 
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ance  of  Bam  while  they  remain  at  that  place.     Care  moat  be  taken 
that  the  Boats  be  returned  when  they  can  no  longer  continaa  safe, 

on  account  of  the  Weather. 


Maj.  Thos.  Proctor  to  Council  of  Safbtt,  1776. 

Phihidelphia,  Dec.  28d,  1776. 
Sir, 

I  waited  on  General  Putnam  to  Fort  Island  jeaterdaj,  in  order  i$ 
'View  the  works  and  the  adjacent  ground,  and  gave  it  as  hit  opinion 
that  works  should  be  formed  on  Red-bank  to  prevent  the  eoemj 
takeiog  the  advantage  of  its  situation ;  and  the  Block  hooseB  at  the 
Fort  should  be  removed  to  Red-bank,  to  be  fixed  as  redoutSi  and 
form  Lines  of  Communication  to  each  and  their  flanka,  and  eonati- 
tute  other  work  at  Fort  Island  if  needfuU  in  Lieu  of  s'd  B.  bouses. 

I  am  to  Call  on  his  Excellency  this  Morning  to  have  his  further 
Instruotionsi  of  which  shall  inform  you. 

Am  your  Ob*  Serv', 

THOS.  PROCTOR. 

Directed, 
To  the  Chairman  in  Council  of  Safety,  Philadelphia. 


John  Connolly  to  Council,  17  76, 

Dcocmber  23d,  1776. 
Sir, 

I  am  sorry  to  gire  you  such  repeated  troubles,  bnt  my  wretched 
condition  will  plead  my  apology;  immured  within  a  solitary  room, 
&  cutt  off  from  every  social  intercourse  witii  mankind,  it  must  be 
acknowledged  is  a  puntshment,  highly  afflicting  and  scaroely  tolera- 
ble to  the  most  vigorofis  constitutions ;  but  enfeebled  as  I  am  by  con- 
stant disorder,  &  the  ijaind  participating  of  my  bodily  infirmity,  Jbaa 
sunk  into  the  deepest  .melancholly,  &  has  reduced  me  to  so  deplora- 
ble a  state,  that  words  can  but  faintly  communicate  any  ad«qnatt 
idea'  of  my  feelings.  As  a  Prisoner  I  looked  for  restriction  upon  my 
personal  liberty,  but  I  can  not  imagine  it  was  ever  meant  to  extend 
to  an  entire  deprivation  of  either  life  or  health. 
..This  building  constructed  upon  principles  of  humanity^  wonlj 
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ciTO  me  8ome  relief  was  I  allowed  the  privUege  of  walking  in  the 
daj  tiae,  &  I  do  aasme  joa  I  shall  attempt  no  i^fmntagps  Drem  sooh 
indnlgenoe.  Permit  me  to  request  the  favor  of  yon,  to  lay  mj  re- 
quest before  the  Board,  &  I  trust  every  humane  heart  will  agree  with 
yon,  that  there  is  nothing  immoderate  or  exoeptionable  in  m j  le^ 
quest 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Siri  your  most  obed*, 

JNO-  CONNOLLY. 

To  Thos.  Wharton,  Esq. 


Oekeral  Ordbbs.  1776* 

Head  Quarters,  2Sd  Deoember,  177& 

AH  the  troops  in  this  City,  both  Continental  &  MlHtia,  are  to  draw 
three  day's  provisions  &  Cook  it  immediately,  they  are  always  to 
keep  that  quantity  nsdv  dressed,  so  that  they  may  be  aUe  to  maroh 
at  the  shortest  notioe,  that  they  may  make  no  Complaint  for  want  of 
Provisions. 


RnoLUTiQN  OF  Council  of  Safett,  1776. 

In  Coundl  of  Baftty. 

IWr  24th,  1776. 

Besolved, 

That  Mr.  Boberi  Erwin,  Wnggon-mtBteTf  do  pay  for  every  Wa^ 
gOBwith  Ibiir  Horses,  in  servioe  by  the  orders  of  this  Conneil  at  the 
rate  of  thirty  Shillings  per  Day  on  a  proper  Certifieate  of  the  Tiom 
of  Bntry  being  prodooed  to  him. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

O.  BIOKHAM^  SeoKBUoy,    .  j 

Pro.  Tem! 
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.       BaBUT  MOBBIS  TO  OotFH€IL  OV  &Amty  1776» 

PhikMl'a^  DM"  B4lk,  lt7«. 

This  will  be  presented  bj  Isaiah  Bobison,  Bsq.,  Commander  of  1m 
Continental  Brig*  Andrew  Doria  3  he  wuts  on  yon  with  Jonesi 
Ksq.^  late  Comuander  of  a  British  Sloop  of  War  which  Capt  Bobi- 
BOB  hM  Utelj  made  Prize  of.  Capt.  Jones  behaved  very  bravely 
daring  a  long  engagement  and  appears  to  be  a  man  of  honerj  it  is  a 
pity  such  men  are  our  Enemies,  &  when  they  fall  into  our  hinds  tbojr 
merit  the  best  treatment  that  Prisoners  can  receive. 

You  will  please  to  put  this  Gentleman  on  his  pirole,  &  assign  the 

5 lace  where  he  must  reside  &  extent  of  his  priviledge  ground,  and  I 
are  say  he  will  faithfully  keep  the  one,  and  comply  with  the  other 
until  exchanged.  If  Cap'  Eobison.  carrys  beCore  you  any  of  the 
other  officers  it  will  be  for  the  same  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  Oent% 

Your  obed'  h'ble  Servant, 

%w  BOB'T  ItOBBia. 

t  (  {The  Hottoiablo  Goutteil  of  Safisty,  Penaylvank. 

i.'  ■     ■■  . 


I 

'  b 


ExTBACT  OF  S.  0.  M^  Letteb,  1776. 

Dec  341*!,  ine. 

Be  not  afraid,  ye  Tories  shall  not  Triumph  over  us  vet.  We  will 
yet  have  our  day  &  make  them  Tremble.  Do  let  me  know  what  ye 
CoBBoil  is  doing.  The  Militia  was  promised  a  pair  of  Shoes  A 
Stocking^  for  each  man  that  tum'd  out,  why  are  they  not  givipg 
Uiem  7  It  would  be  worth  more  than  3  times  as  much  monejrj  imj 
m^t  to  have  it,  for  upon  their  turning  out  has  Utb^ftQ  depended 
ike  Salvmlion  of  Philad\  Thii  b  not  a  Kandom  opiniooi  for  aa  sons 
M  there  is  a  Gh-^  in  Heaven,  the  British  Army  wou'd  have  bees 
in  pos'sion  of  our  City  had  it  not  been  for  the  City  Militia*  Tke 
Militia  call  loudly  for  ye  Councils  fulfilling  the  promises  of  Shoes 
&  Stockinffs,  let  them  place  themselves  in  their  Situatiou  in  Uie 
depth  of  Winter,  &  they  moit,  I  trust,  think  Seriously  of  the  matter. 

Anoth'. 

20  Deer,  1776. 

I  am  Sorry  ye  Congress  were  so  precipitate  in  removing  firom 
Town^  it  has  struck  a  damp  on  ye  Spirits  of  many,  &  done  much 
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hurt  at  thia  time.  I  hope  the  Coanoil  of  Safety  will  not  follow  the 
Example,  it  'is  A  most  Critical  time,  ft  they  most  do  their  duty. 
All  eyes  are  upon  them,  as  they  are  ye  only  body  to  whom  ye  people 
oan  look  op;  they  should  take  ye  most  effectual  Steps  to  keep  ye 
Militia  iti  fiood  hamonr,  by  Supplying  them  w^^  ye  Comforts  of  li£^ 
.in  this  Inclement  Season,  &  ought  to  consider  them  as  people  who 
hare  m  genera!  enjoyed  the  ConTenieneies  of  life  in  as  great  a  degree 
iM  themselves ;  too  much  cannot  be  done  for  them,  for  to  them  fai 
owing  that  our  City  is  not  at  this  moment  in  ye  Enemies  j[K>8'8ioii» 
I  beuere  ye  Council  have  exerted  themselves ;  nor  do  I  mean  to 
throw  the  least  blame  on  them,  but  thoy  must  continue  unremittedly 
to  consider  them  as  the  main  Object  of  their  Attention. 


Sau'l  Huktbr  to  Council  of  Safety,  1776. 

Fort  Augusta^  24th  DecemV;  1776. 
Sir, 

Pursuant  to  the  Besolutions  of  Congress  for  selecting  one  Com- 
pany or  more  out  of  the  several  Battalions  in  the  County  Northum- 
beriand,  there  is  a  Company  of  Volunteers  marched  of  this  day  oai 
of  my  Battalion  of  Associators  to  Joine  General  Washington,  who 
are  all  Armed  and  Accoutred  in  the  Best  manner  I  could,  and  thej 
have  Chose  for  their  Captain  Major  John  Lee,  for  their  first  Lien* 
tenant  Captain  Hugh  Wnite,  for  their  Second  Lieutenant  Thomatf 
Oaskins,  and  for  their  Ensign  Gustavus  Ross,  Who  were  all  Elected 
by  the  Company  to  be  their  officers ;  there  is  several  of  the  meti 
Wants  Blankets,  which  Cap^  Lee  will  inform  you  off,  as  it  was  im- 
possable  for  me  to  got  them  all  Blankets  here,  being,  a  scarce  article 
m  dieae  partd.  I  have  impress'd  several  Guns,  Blankets,  and  othef 
Necessarys  for  the  men,  and  has  had  them  Appraised,  which  Captaiit 
Lee  will  sive  vou  a  list  of,  that  will  be  a  Chedc  on  the  Certificates  I 
give  the  People  for  the  Value  of  what  they  had  Appraised;  I  have 
acquainted  the  Company  that  their  Field  Officers  will  be  Appointed 
in  Philadelphia,  when  all  the  Companys  out  of  this  County  arrive 
tiMie,  as  there  waa  no  snoh  thing  of  doing  it  here  in  a.Satiafaotory 
manner,  Be  the  Beason,  the  Companys  Could  not  be  all  together  at 
one  time. 

I  am,  S% 

your  most  Obe^  Humble  Serv*, 

SAM'L  HUNTER. 

To  Sand  BHtmihouse,  Eaq'i  ia  Council  of  Safety. 
Fa?'  tor  Cap^  Jn*  Le^. 
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Council  of  Safety  to ,  1776. 

Goanoil  of  Safety, 
Philad%  Deoember^  25th^  1776. 
Oentlemen, 

The  cause  of  Freedom  and  of  Amerioa  approaches  to  a  Crisis,  of 
vhich  many  of  the  People  are  ignorant  and  insensible  of  the  in^ 
pendinff  calamities. 

We  nave  sent  yon  a  number  of  papers,  which  we  request  yon  to 
distribute  as  generally  and  expeditiously  as  posabie,  in  hopes  thej 
will  informe  and  animate  them  to  do  thire  duty  and  step  forth, 
otherwise  they  may  shortly  expect  a  plundering  Enemy  at  their  own 
doors. 

By  order  of  the  Council. 

I  am  your  humble  Serv*, 

THUS.  WHABTONi  Prerid'. 


Maj.  Thos.  Proctor  to  Council  op  Safett,  1776, 

Philadelphia,  ]>e<f  25th,  1776. 

Twice  I  rec*  the  General's  Instructions  to  prepare  myself,  and  a 
party  of  Artillery  under  my  Command  to  go  with  him  into  the  Jer- 
sey with  all  possible  Despatch  in  my  Power. 

Believing  from  the  present  Prospect  of  affurs  you  would  Coinnde 
with  every  reasonable  Measure  of  the  Gknerars,  have  not  Hesitated, 
but  order'd  such  a  Number  of  men  as  Could  set  ready  for  scr  short 
a  Notice,  and  directed  the  Amunition  and  other  Necessaries  to  bo 
prepared  this  nigh^  But  on  Inquiry,  find  such  Bequirite  to  be  very 

1  am,  with  Due  Bespect,  Yours, 

THOS.  PBOCTOB. 
Tktf  26th,  5  o'clock* 

Direetedj 
To  the  President  of  the  Hon'ble  Council  of  Safety,  PhiladelpUa. 


Rbbolutioh  of  Couhcil,  1776. 

RemAved^  That be  appointed  to  go  Bound  the  Qiiti  and 

Liberty  and  quarter  such  Troops  as  are  or  may  Come  to  this  Cittr, 
in  houses  belonging  to  the  disefeded  Persdis,  and  that  eaoh  fiuniiy 
are  hereby  Boquested  to  make  Room  ftn  as  many  SoiMer  -as  they 
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Can  find  Room  for;  and  any  person  Refusing  to  Gomplj  Shall  be 
Deansed  Inemieal  to  oar  Gauae^  and  Treated  aa  Sooh.* 


W.  LoGHBY  AVD  Jno.  Moore  TO  Thos.  Wharton,  Prbs't. 

Council  op  Safety,  1776. 

W^BtmoreP  Co*^,  26th  De<f,  1776. 
Sir, 

Bj  the  removal  of  Coll.  Mackay  from  the  Kittaning,  the  fron- 
teers  of  this  County  is  laid  open  and  exposed  to  the  Mercv  of  a  faith- 
less, uncertain  Savage  Enemy^  and've  are  Informed  by  Andrew 
McFarland,  Esq',  who  lives  at  the  Eittaning,  that  he  is  much  afraid' 
thut  the  Mingoea  will  plunder  the  Country,  and  that  he  will  not 
think  himself  safe  if  there  is  not  a  Company  of  Men  Stationed  there, 
and  if  he  Removes,  a  number  more  of  the  Inhabitants  will  follow ; 
the  Kittaning  is  a  post  of  Importance,  and  wc  think  a  few  meQ 
Stationed  there  would  awe  the  Indians,  and  perhaps  prevent  much 
miachief,  and  as  we  are  not  certain  there  is  any  legal  Representatives 
of  the  People  of  this  State  now  siting  but  the  Conndl  of  Safety,  we 
b^  the  favour  of  yon  to  lay  this  letter  before  them,  not  doubting 
but  they  will  take  the  mater  into  Consideration,  and  take  such  stepe 
aa  the  importance  of  it  Requires. 

We  are.  Sir, 

Your  moBt  obedient  hum*  Serv**, 

W.  LOCHRY, 
JOHN  MOORE. 

To  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the  Goundl  of  Safety  ia 
Philadelphia. 


,    Wm.  Brown  to  Council  of  Safety,  1776. 

Sir, 

I  some  time  agoe,  in  a  letter  to  you,  pray'd  your  Honorable  Board 
to  think  of  some  Method  of  Cloathing  the  men  under  my  Command, 
as  I  then  foresaw,  what  is  now  come  to  pass,  That  for  want  of  which 
they  would  be  unfitt  for  Service,  I  Lave  now  between  Thirty  k  Forty 
(of  my  best  men)  sick  with  Plurioies,  Colds,  &c.,  upwards  of  Twenty 
of  them  in  different  parts  of  the  City,  suffering  for  want  of  Doctors, 
fttt.  fte.    Should  you  see  proper  to  Order  a  House  for  an  Hospittle 


*  Tkia  ia*  MBgh  draa|^  of  a  resolution  on  baok  of  preceding  lett«,  nf 
datau 
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i  woald  endeayottr  to  Goleet  them  all  together,  when  thej  might 
have  the  Doctoi^s  attendenee  and  other  NeoeeBariea  more  Regvdarlj. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Serv*, 

WILLIAM  BBOWN. 

PhiUd*,  26  Decem%  1776. 

Dirteked^ 

To  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq%  President  of  the  Hon^'*  Council  of 
Safety  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Extracts  of  Lbtters  from  Gbst.  Cadwaladbr,  1776. 

Bristol,  26(h  Dec,  1776. 

Gentlemen, 

There  was  a  general  attack  to  be  made  last  night  The  river  was 
impassable  here,  &  we  made  the  attempt  at  Dunks'  Ferrr,  but  found 
it  impracticable  to  get  over  our  Cannon,  we  returned  this  moms  (o 

Sistol,  about  four.  I  this  moment  have  an  account  by  Mr.  Mo* 
ne,  (a  man  of  veracity)  that  he  was  at  Trenton  Fernr  this  mom* 
ing  &  heard  a  very  heavy  firing  on  the  River  &  Penny  Town  Roads, 
that  lead  to  Trenton — the  heavy  firing  lasted  about  \  an  Hoar,  & 
continued  to  moderate  for  about  three  Quarters.  The  Light  Horse 
&  Hessians  were  seen  flyiug  in  great  confusion  towards  Bordentown, 
but  without  Cannon  or  Waggons,  so  that  the  Enemy  must  have  lost 
the  whole,  a  party  of  our  men  intercepted  about  a  Dozen  Hopmina 
In  sight  of  our  people  on  this  side,  &  brought  them  to  the  Feny  & 
huzsa'd.  I  have  ordered  the  Boats  from  Dunks's,  and  shall  pass 
as  soon  as  possible — we  can  muster  here,  about  1800  men  if  the  £z- 

gxlition  last  night  in  the  storm,.does  not  thin  our  Ranks.  Has  General 
ntnam  crossed,  and  with  what  Numbers — Pray,  let  me  know.  Every 
thing  of  this  kind  gives  Confidence  to  the  Troops.  I  have  no  doubt 
of  the  report,  a  heavy  firing  was  heard  at  this  place — an  attempt  was 
made  to  pass  at  or  a  little  below  Trenton  Ferry,  but  could  not  gei 
gveri  that  would  have  made  the  Victory  still  more  compleat 


Bristoli  26Ui  Decf . 
Gentlemen^ 

I  wrote  this  morning  to  Gkn.  Washington,  directed  to  6^.  Swipg 
at  Tfenton  Ferry,  who  informs  me  that  he  cannot  yet  asoertain  the 
fardeulars  of  this  morning's  action,  one  Wa^on  loaded  with  Anns 
wwf  hroaght  down  to  the  Ferry  (Hessian  arms)  and  safe  landed  on 
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this  ahorey  &  rix  HessiaDSi  we  bave  taken  14  or  16  %l*  of  GanooD,  a 
eonmderable  of  Stores  ft  Gloathing.  Tbe  number  of  killed^  wound^ 
k  priaoners  b  very  considerable. 

Jndanedf 

EztTM^  of  Letters  from  General  Cadwaladcr. 


Bbsolution  of  Congress,  1776. 

In  Congress,  Deeem'  27tb,  1776. 

Resolved,  Tbat  tbe  Council  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania  be  Requested 
to  Take  tbe  most  Vigorous  and  speedy  measures  for  punishing  all 
socb  as  shall  Refuse  Continental  Currency,  and  tbat  the  General  be 
Directed  to  give  all  necessary  Aid  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  for  car- 
rying their  measurea  on  this  subject  into  effectual  Execution. 

By  order  of  Congress, 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Presid*. 

Dirteied, 

On  Public  Service.  To  tbe  Hon*  tbe  Council  of  Safety  of  Penn- 
sjltaiiiay  at  Philadelphia.    John  Hancock. 


JoHH  Hancock,  P.  C.  to  Council  of  Safety,  1776. 

Baltimore,  Decem'  27th,  1776. 
OeBllemen, 

The  great  Importance  to  tbe  Welfare  of  these  United  States  of 
sopporting  the  Credit  of  the  Continental  Currency,  will  suggest  the 
Propriety  of  tbe  above  Resolve,  which  I  am  commanded  by  Congress 
to  transmit  to  you,  and  to  request  you  will  take  Measures  for  an  im- 
mediate Compliance  therewith.  I  have  wrote  to  the  General  to  give 
you  every  necessary  Assistance  in  carrying  your  Determinations  on 
this  Sabjeot  into  ei^tual  Execution. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

your  most  obed'  b'ble  servS 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Prcs*. 

Dirteiedf 

Go  PuUto  SbTTwe.  To  tbe  Hon*  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Penii- 
wjlmAM,  at  Philadelphia.    John  Hancock. 
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Braj.  Flowkbs  to  Cohnoil  ov  Sajtoi^  }776. 

The  Hon*  Goonoil  of  Safety. 

Gentlemen, 

The  General  is  extremelj  Sony  to  Inform  them  that  thb  moni- 
ing  when  the  Gallies  were  wanted  they  were  all  a  Ground,  he  ther^ 
fore  hegs,  that  when  they  return,  they  may  he  ordered  to  ly  in  whet 
Docks  or  other  place,  where  they  may  be  ready  to  execute  any  order 
they  may  receive. 

BBNJ.  FLOWER, 

Com^  Genl.  of  M^  Stores. 

Head  Quartern,  Fhil%  27  December,  1776. 


Egbert  Moreis  to  Council  of  Safett,  1776. 

Phikda.  Deo'  27th,  1776. 
GentF, 

Gapt.  Cooke,  Commander  of  the  Maryland  Ship-of*War  Defeim, 
is  the  bearer  of  this  N'ote,  he  oame  up  with  upwards  of  70  men  ta 
assist  in  defence  of  this  City,  as  the  Gondolos  are  going  on  Seryioa 
he  offers  to  go  in  them  as  a  reinforcement,  &  if  need  be  at  the  place 
of  action  he  and  his  men  will  assist  the  artillery.  I  doubt  not  this 
offer  will  be  acceptable,  &  if  so, -the  Council  will  give  their  offioen 
suitable  directions. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  G^nt", 

Your  obed.  serv^, 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
To  the  Hon'ble  Council  of  Safety,  Pennsylvania. 


James  Bead  to  Council  09  Safbtt,  1776, 

Sir, 

I  received  from  a  man  who  oame  from  the  City  to  this  Town 
Yesterday  Evening,  some  copies  of  an  Address  of  the  Hon'ble  As* 
sembly  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania;  some  of  whioii  I  took 
Pains  to  distribute  properly,  immediately  on  coming  to  Hand,  and 
the  Rest  shall  be  carefully  sent  abroad  this  mornings    We  have  dq 
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Committee  at  present;  there  has  been  an  Election,  but  on  the  Ke- 
tnm  Day  not  a  Sixth  Part  appeared,  owing,  'tis  tbongfat,  to  tho 
Cold.  I  have  not  a  Clerk,  or  Mao,  or  Boj,  in  mj  House,  and  am 
obliged,  in  Person,  to  go  on  every  Errand  about  town,  when  Public 
Sosmess  calls.  We  have  no  Provision  for  Paying  any  one  who  goes 
on  any  Public  Errands,  than  which  nothing  can  be  of  more  conse- 
joence,  and  for  Want  of  which  the  Cause  of  America  suffers  much 
ID  this  Quarter. 

Last  Night  seven  persons  were  brought  from  Northampton  County 

to  this  town,  by  order  of  some  Major ,  the  Officer  of  the  Guard  who 

cane  with  them,  brought  an  Orininal  LetteVy  written  by  you  to  the 

Comiuittee  of  Northampton  County,  (which  had  never  been  delivered 

to  Committee)  directing  them  to  cause  Persons  suspected  to   be 

inimical,  &o.,  to  be  apprehended  and  sent  to  Lancaster,  York,  or 

Beading.    Beading  being  the  nearest  Place,  we,  who  have  already 

more  Prisoners,  French  and  Scotch,  than  we  have  Men  at  Arms  (old 

k  yoimg  together)  in  this  Place,  shall  have  all  the  Tories  that 

Northampton  can  find;  whereby  the  Euin  of  thb  Town  is  justly 

Apprehended.     Lancaster  has  Barracks,  and  neither  that  town,  nor 

York,  has  any  Prisoners  in  it.     But,  if  the  People  of  Northampton 

have  their  Choice  of  three  Places,  they  will  always  send  to  the 

i^^uest  to  them.    Thus  Reading  must  be  endangered,  and,  at  best, 

barthened.     Our  Prison  small ;  that  of  Lancaster  large,  and  that 

Toirn  three  times  as  large  as  this.     Pray,  Sir,  lot  these  Things  be 

immediately  considered.     We  are    distressed.     The  Militia  from 

Northumberland  disturb  us  by  their  Importunity  for  Salt  ]  which, 

?^ly,  we  are  not  to  provide,  when  there  is  such  a  scanty  Portion 

tt  every  Family. 

We  have  heard  that  a  Hospital  is  to  bo  made  in  this  place. 
Strange  this !  when  we  have  not  one  House  in  Town  unoccupied — 
''^y  Families  have  come  hither  from  Philadelphia.  I  need  say  no 
^OfQ  on  this  Head.  I  am  obliged  to  write  in  great  Haste.  I  can- 
^^9  however,  conclude  without  pressing  you,  Sir,  to  try  to  relieve 
^  of  these  Tories  and  other  Prisoners,  and  saying  that  hereafter  it 
*U  be  impossible  to  get  a  Waggon,  or  any  Service  'done  without 
^^^Aj  Pay.  The  Peopto  who  have  hitherto  done  public  Services  are 
^^y  importnnate,  &  grow  angry  that  they  are  not  paid. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  serv% 

JAMES  BEAD. 
^«iding,  December  27th,  1776. 

-  To  Thomas  Wharton,  jun'r,  Esq',  President  of  the  Council  of 
B^Cnty,  at  Philadelphia. 
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Extract  ov  £  Lettse  fbom  Col.  Biddle,  1776. 

Diied  27t]i  DeoF,  1776. 

'^  We  htve  returned  with  much  honour  from  our  TVenton  expe- 
dition, hayinff  ln*ouffht  (xS  about  750  HeaBians,  1  Lt  CoL,  2  Majofs, 
4  GaptainSy  15  SnbalternSi  8  Standards,  6  Braaa  field  PieoeBy  and 
near  1000  Stand  of  Anna. 

We  came  on  them  by  surpiie  at  about  7  o'clock — their  guard  at 
the  end  of  the  town  and  their  parties  in  town,  gave  a  smart  resistance 
for  a  while,  and  they  passed  up  the  Creek  back  of  the  Meeting 
House  where  they  formed,  and  thought  we  should  have  had  a  smart 
engagements  but  they  were  by  that  time  near  surrounded,  &  so  push'd 
at  all  points  that  they  surrendered  with  all  their  arms,  &c. 

Our  officers  and  men  behaved  with  most  remarkable  bravery,  and 
by  their  activity  and  zeal  they  soon  put  a  most  honourable  end  to 
this  very  important  affair.  Indeed,  I  never  could  conceive  that  one 
Bpini  should  so  universally  animate  both  officers  and  men  to  rush 
forward  into  action/' 

A  true  Copy  from  the  original. 

JONA'N  MIFFLIN, 

D.  Q.  M.  a. 


Clement  Biddlb  to  Council  op  Safety,  1776. 

Head  Quarters,  Newtown,  \ 
28  Decem'r,  1776.     J 

Sir, 

His  Excellency,  General  Washington,  has  commanded  me  to  send 
ferwi^  the  Prisoners  taken  at  Trenton,  to  pass  througrh  Philadel- 
phia to  Lancaster,  and  I  have  sent  them  with  a  Guara  under  the 
conduct  of  Capt.  Murray,  (an  Officer  of  this  State  lately  released 
from  New  York,)  with  directions  to  furnish  them  Provisions  and 
Quarters  on  the  Road. 

It  will  be  necessanr  to  have  a  Commissary  of  Prisoners  of  War  to 
take  the  charge  of  them,  and  as  the  Honorable  Congress  have  re- 
solved that  each  State  appoint  one  to  furnish  Provisions,  have  ohaige 
of  them,  w'th  pn^r  returns  for  their  Security  and  Exchange;  you 
will  pardon  me  for  hinting  the  necessity  of  such  appointment.  I 
have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  Prisoners  amoont  to  near 
one  thousand,  that  their  Arms,  six  brass  field  pieces.  Eight  staadaida 
or  Colours,  and  a  number  of  Swords,  Cartouch  Boxes,  taken  in  this 
happy  Expedition,  are  safely  arrived  at  and  near  this  place.   If  jour 
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HoDorable  Committee  eoald  by  any  means  farnish  Shoea  &  Stock* 
inn  for  oar  TrooM,  it  will  be  a  great  relief. 

I  have  by  bis  Exeellenoy'a  Commandi  requested  the  Gommittfa 
of  this  Qoanty  to  Golleot  all  they  can  find  wbioh  the  Inhabitants  can 
ciwre,  bat  the  morement  of  our  army  prevents  the  sendinff  any 
Oflbers  on  this  Serrioe,  and  it  will  certainly  be  more  aooepti3>le  to 
the  inhabitants  to  have  them  collected  by  some  persons  appointed 
by  the  Grovernment  of  the  State,  and  they  shall  be  immediately  paid 
for  on  the  Delivery  at  Head  Quarters. 

I  am  with  great  Respect,  your  and  the  Council's  most  Obedienl 
and 

very  Humble  Serv't, 

CLEMENT  BIDDLB,. 

D.  Qu'r  M'r  Gen'l. 

Gen.  St.. Glair  requests  his  Compliments  to  you. 

I  am  not  alone  in  assuring  you  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Jersey,  of 
whom  we  had  an  opportunity  of  enquiring  of  the  Behaviour  of  the 
Hessian  Troops,  declare  that  their  Officers  &  Soldiers  treated  them 
in  general  with  more  Lenity,  than  those  of  the  British  Troops,  w'oh 
Justice  to  our  Prisoners^  calls  for  an  acknowledgement  o^  as  false 
reports  had  been  spread  to  the  contrary. 

Y'r  mo.  ob.  v.  h.  s., 

C.  B. 

Directed. 

On  Public  Service,  to  the  Hon'ble  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  Pre- 
sident of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


Pat'k  Dumnr  to  Col.  Proctob,  1776. 

McConkey's  Ferry,  28th  Dec'r,  1776. 
Sir, 

I  haTe  the  pleasure  of  informing  you  that  I  have  yesterday  ar- 
lifed  from  Trenton,  after  a  very  &tacuing  (though  successful!)  en- 
pMMDt,  in  which  can  assure  you,  Ae  Artillery  got  applause.  I 
U  Ibe  Honow  of  beine  detach'd  up  the  Main  Street  in  front  of  the 
Savagea,  without  any  o&er  piece,  and  sustained  the  fire  of  Several 
gmna  from  the  Houses  on  each  side,  without  the  least  loss,  must 
attribvie  my  protection  to  the  hand  of  Providence ;  we  made  Piv* 
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■taerB  of  about  900,  together  with  the  ntiiiiber  killed,  wbieh  I 
not  exactly  ascertain,  but  we  took  6  brass  field  pieees  and  a  nniabif 
6f  small  arms,  all  whioh  has  been  safely  earned  off. 
-  The  men  are  very  mneh  Nonphis'd  for  Shoes  A  Wateh  Go^ts,  hope 
yen  laay,  if  possible,  send  them,  with  a  copy  of  the  pay  bill  I  leH 
yon  last,  as  I  have  paid  bnt  few  of  the  men  more  than  5  Dolkti 
eaoh,  and  has  but  a  trifle  of  money  left.  I  paid  Toomey  18-9  eashi 
and  1  pair  of  Shoes  he  had,  all  wbieh  amonnt  to  83-9.  Gapt  ¥<xt* 
rest  would  be  glad  you'd  send  the  dram  and  a  fifer  if  you  e«n« 
Please  to  lei  me  know  if  any  thing  has  been  done  respeoting  Mr. 
Irvine's  afiair ;  he  promised  to  return  in  two  or  three  days,  howeVoTi 
I  look  upon  him  not  to  aet  like  a  gentleman,  which  is  fan*  the  opi- 
nion I  ha4  of  him.  Oonolude  with  Compliments  to  your  Brotheri 
wishing  him  joy  in  his  deliverance. 

Y'r  Very  obedient  Servant, 

PAT.  DUFFEY. 

•  P.  S. — Oomp'ts  to  Capt.  Courtney  &  Mr.  TumbuU^  am  glad  to 
hoar  of  y'r  Promotion  to  Colonell. 

Directed, 
To  CoUonel  Thomas  Prootor,  of  Artillery,  Philadelphia. 


Thomas  Forrest  to  Ool.  Proctor,  1776. 

McConkey's  Ferry,  29th  Dec'r,  1776. 
Sir, 

Am  happy  in  acquaintiDg  you  that  wc  have  retarn'd  from  Trenton 
after  defeating  the  Brass  Caps  and  Crous  coups,  and  am  now  under 
marohing  orders  on  an  other  Expedition  over  the  river,  hope  it  may 
prove  as  SuccessfuU  as  the  last;  we  have  taken,  exclusive  of  what 
were  not  able  to  march  off,  946,  with  a  Compleat  band  of  Musick, 
the  number  kill'd  nneertain.    The  men  are  not  able  to  move  for 
want  of  Shoes  and  Watch  Coats,  which  I  expect  you'll  forward  ^ 
bearer  immediately,  with  Grunn  Screws,  and  the  Regimental  Coats, 
Ibr  sneh  as  has  been  before  mentioned.    Mr.  Irvine  has  behSTod  ^n 
so  Infamous  a  manner  here,  in  reoeivlDg  money  fi^om  us  and  the' 
lien,  in  order  to  bring  Neeessaty's  from  ^n>wn,  that  I  ^ink  kdm"aiK« 
worthy  a  Commission  in  the  Service.     Mr.  MeConnell  has  paMtfi 
\    wi<Ai  me  as  an  Offii^r,  and  has  behaved  as  sneh,  therefore, -as  I  all-'- 
sMutely  stand  in  need  of  one,' w^  be  glad  you'd  dispateh  bim=dr  Mt'  - 

*'        **  *■  ■*''i'itiii'^ilt' 
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TnmbQll  mitli  ibe  reiidoe  of  ny  Men  and  Dnxm^  that  Is,  tbe  meni 

who  left  mi6  dnoe  I  kaTo  been  ont.  * 

« 

>      Conclude  y^  Ob't  Servaht, 

THOMAS  FORBEST. 

Oomp^  of  Brotbet  Officers  to  Mr.  Courtney  and  Turnbull. 

Directed^ 

To  Collonel  Proctor,  of  Artillery,  Philadelphia. 


JossFfl  Pbhkkll  to  Council  op  Safety,  1776. 

BristoL  29th  IWr,  177& 
Sir, 

I  am  ordered  by  General  Mifflin  to  inform  yon  thai  there  ifl  n 
oonaiderable  Qutntity  of  Bar  Iron  in  a  Store  on  Arch  Street  Wbarf| 
whioh  ha  desire  yon  will  have  secured  for  the  nee  of  the  Statea— 4ff 
bekogi  to  Teneh  Coie.  '  ^ 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  H'ble  Servant, 

JOS.  PENNELL,  A.  Q.  M.  O.    » 

■ « 

An  Order  for  the  above  purpose  sent  to  General  Putnam^  Se-t 

ocmbor  aOth,  1776. 

■ « 

Directed^ 

The  Honourable  Major  General  Putnam,  Head  Quarters,  Phila^ 
dclphia. 


Wm.  THOBmB  TO  Council  op  Safety,  1776. 

Deo'r  80th,  1776. 
To  the  Honorable  Council  of  Safety. 

Gentlemen, 

It  ja idth  the  utmost  Reluotanoe  we  are  constrained  to  apply  to  yon 
in  b^halr  of  the  great  Numbers  of  distress'd  Sick  Soldiers  who  fall 
voder  the  Notice  of  this  department,  particularly  with  respect  to  wood^ 
the  difficulty  is  this,  the  numbers  of  Sick  that  daily  come  in  8i|d- 
denhr  upon  us,  and  fequire  immediate  assistanoe,  and  as  all  returns 
for  Wood  must  be  made  to  the  Barrack  Master  General,  it  is  \mc« 
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haps  ODOi  two,  or  three  dayi  before  they  can  be  supplrad^  in  wbich 
Case  many  most  nnavoidably  Periah.  We  tberefbre  pray  yoor  ad* 
Tioe  how  we  may  oonduot  ourselves  in  this  jpartionlar^  and  in  some 
other  important  affiirs. 

Signed  by  Order  of  the  Committee  of  Siok. 

WM.  THO&NB. 


Henry  Haller  to  Council  of  Safety,  1776. 

Beading,  Deo.  ye  80th,  1776. 

Honored  Sir, 

Having  left  ye  Camp  at  Corral's  Ferry,  ye  16th  Instant,  I  think 
it  my  daty  to  inform  you  that  Greatest  Number  of  the  men  of  my 
Batta*,  Deserted  on  the  13th  &  14th  Instant,  a  thing  that  might  in 
my  opinion  have  been  prevented  had  the  offioers  taken  proper  steps ; 
but  some  of  them  were  as  willing  as  they  Private,  to  break  up  the 
Battalion,  tuck  no  pains  to  git  their  men ;  and  this  Conduot  inoou« 
raged  others;  since  that  I  have  been  here  waiding  to  Oead  the  Pay 
Bolls  that  money  might  be  Drawen  to  pay  of  ther  men  that  they 
might  be  inoouraged  to  Re  Enter  on  the  Service ;  But  same  of  the 
Capt**  Gives  me  all  the  delay  in  their  power,  there  for,  I  pray  your 
adtention  in  this  mater,  I  think  if  a  pay  Master  was  ordered  up  here 
to  pay  of  the  Battel",  it  would  have  a  good  effect. 

There  is  a  Report  that  the  pay  of  offeciers  has  been  Raised  should 
this  be  the  Case  in  the  Continental,  I  should  be  Glad  to  know 
wether  or  why  not  the  same  be  paid  to  us,  who  have  been  immedi- 
ately on  the  same  service,  and  have  been  promised  the  same  pay  as 
the  Continental  Troops. 

Mr.  Dundas,  of  this  Town,  who  is  at  present  weakly,  having  Latly 
Beoovert  some  what  from  an  sickness,  has  given  mo  his  word  of 
Honor  that  he  will  appear  when  ever  your  Honorable  Board  shall 
sent  for  him,  and  that  he  in  the  main  time  Looks  upon  him  self,  as 
a  prisoner. 

I  should  be  glad  to  have  an  answer  by  the  Bearrer,  Capt.  Shaffer, 
if  Conveneant. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Humble  Serv^ 

HENBT  HALLEB. 

X/creofou, 

To  Mr.  Thomas  Wharton;  Jun', 

Pros*  of  the  Council  of  Savety  at  Philada. 
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Cuiuorr  Bidplb  to  GouNaL  of  Sajtiiy,  1776. 

Sir: 

loeloaed  ia  Copy  of  the  ParolO|  signod  by  the  Hessian  Officers 
who  are  forwarded  by  Command  of  His  Excellency,  General  Wash^ 
iDgton  to  Philadelphia,  to  be  sent  to  Lancaster  or  such  other  plaoa' 
as  yoa  shall  think  proper  to  direct. 

I  am  with  much  Respect, 

Your  mo.  Obedient, 

&  very  hum*  Scrv*, 

CLEMENT  BIDDLE, 

D.  Qr.  M'  Gen>. 

Newtown,  Pec.  30, 1776. 

Colonel  Weedon,  a  worthy  brave  Officer,  has  undertaken  to  Con- 
duct the  Officers  to  Philadelphia. 

To  the  HoBOimUe  the  Council  of  Safety,  Philadelphia: 


Obligation  op  W.  Smith,  &c.,  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety. 

Phila.,  Dec  18th,  1778. 
Besolved, 

That  William  Smith  Broker,  Samuel  Jeffcries,  Joseph  Stansbury, 
David  Shoemaker  k  Joel  Zane,  be  discharged  from  the  Custody  o^ 
Mr.  Bob*  Jewell,  conditionally,  That  they  confine  themselves  to  theic 
own  dwelling  houses,  untill  enlarged  by  the  authority  presiding  io 
this  State,  &  that  they  will  hold  no  correspondence  with,  nor  give 
any  Intelligenoe  to  the  Enemies  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
nor  do  anv  aot  or  thing  directly  or  indireeUy,  that  will  be  an;f  ways 
prejadieial  to  this  State,  or  any  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

We  acknowledge  ourselves  bound  to  observe  the  above  eonditions. 

Wm.  Smith, 

Broker, 

Sam'L  JXITRTS, 

Joii.  Staksbvbt, 
David  Shoemaker 
Joel  Zake, 
R.  Vaux. 

•  S#e  p.  99;  aadCoL  Bse.,  Vd.  XI.,  p.  48. 
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Jambs  Ewing  to  CotiNciL  of  Saikt^  1776.  - 

Sir, 

\  By  Order  of  his  ExeeHenoy  General  WashiiigtODy  I  have  sent 
4own  certain  Hessian  Prisoners,  to  be  disposed  of^  as  the  GomiDittee 
of  Safety  may  direct. 
A  List  of  their  Names  is  inclosed. 

JAMES  EWmO. 


Trenton  Falls,  > 

Dec'r  80th,  1776.   J 


Thomas  Wharton,  Jnn'r,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  Philadelphia. 


Addbsss  Of  Council  ov  Savbtt,  1776, 

In  Connofl  «f  Safety,  Decem.  81, 1776. 
To  the  Public : 

There  arrived  yesterday  in  this  City  near  one  thousand  Hearian 
prisoners,  taken  by  his  Ezoellency,  Oen*  Washington,  in  his  late 
fortunate  and  auooessful  Expedition  to  New  Jersey.  The  Greneral 
has  recommended  to  this  Council  to  provide  suitable  Quartara  foj? 
them,  and  it  is  his  earnest  wish  that  tb^y  may  be  well  treated,  and 
have  such  principles  instilled  into  them,  whilst  they  remain  pnaon- 
am,  that  when  they  return  on  being  exchanged,  they  may  fVilIy  open 
tihe  Eyes  of  their  Countrymen  in  the  service  of  the  kine  of  Greal 
Britain,  who  at  present  are  not  a  little  jealous  of  theb  Sngliah  fd- 
low  soldiers. 

These  miserable  creatures  now  justly  excite  our  Companioii. 
They  have  no  Enmity  with  us.  According  to  the  arbitrary  otts-» 
toms  of  the  tyrannical  German  Princes,  they  were  dragged  from  theie 
native  Ooontry  tod  add  to  a  foreign  Monarch,  without  either  ppn- 
suiting  their  inolinatioiM  or  informing  them  of  the  place  they  were 
destined  for,  or  the  Enemy  they  were  to  contend  with.  Their  pay 
a  mere  pittaAce,  they  were  necessitated  and  encouraged  to  plunder. 
It  is  therefore  iiothing  strange  that  they  have  been  guilty  of  great 
irregnlaritiea,  tho'  in&rior  to  the  brutal  behaviour  of  the  British 
Troops.  But  horn  the  moment  they  are  rescued  from  the  authority 
of  the  British  Officers,  we  ought  no  longer  to  regard  thom  aa  our 
Enemies,  at  least  whilst  their  Conduct  will  Justifie  our  favourable 
opinion.    'Tis  Britain  alone  that  ia  dur  E&en^  ;  all  the  rest  of 
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SuTDpe  is  ftom  Ui«  strongest  motiTes  iniefested  id  oor  fatour.  'Tis- 
t^e  Offiesis  And  Troops  of  Briuio  only,  thmt  aro  bearlilj  engaged' 
in  this  unjost  imr  against  us,  ^rom  ranooor,  pride  and  anbitioii^ 
snd  notwithstanding  the  pains  they  hare  taken  to  prejodioe  tlM' 
Qennans  against  ns,  ivn  hope  they  will  find  it  impossible  to  pre?nil 
on  them  maob  longer  to  imbrue  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  th* 
Amsrieans,  many  of  whom  are  their  Coantry  men.  The  most  &tiw- 
nble  opportunity  now  offers  to  weaken  the  foroe  of  our  Bnemiesi  by 
making  their  Anzillaries  our  friends,  and  we  earnestly  entreat  yon 
to  cmbraee  it  by  suppressing  any  resentment  that  might  natuhUlr 
arise  on  reeolleoting  their  late  hostility,  and  treating  the  muok- 
injured  and  deoeived  Hessians  now  in  our  power  in  the  most  friendly 
manner,  as  a  peopfe  we  would  wish  to  unite  with  ourselTes  in  im^^ 
proving  the  fertile  forrests  of  America,  extending  its  mannftiotasa 
A  Commerce,  and  maintaining  its  Liberty  and  independency  against 
all  attacks  of  forreign  &  Arbitrary  Power. 


IIbsolutions  op  Council  op  Sapbty,  1776. 

In  Council  of  Safety,  December  y*  Slst,  1776.    , 

In  consequence  of  the  foregoing  Resolve'*'  of  Congress,  &  the  In- 
telligence reoeiVd  from  several  parts  of  this  State,  that  the  Disaf- 
fcoted  and  Enemies  to  the  United  States  of  America  are  practising' 
the  most  dangerous  Schemes  to  Destroy  the  Credit  of  the  paper[ 
Money  Issued  under  the  Authority  of  Congress,  which  wicked  ft^ 
mischievous  practices  are  likely  to  be  attended  with  pernicious  Oon4 
sequences,  unless  there  be  a  vigorous  exertion  of  the  Power  invested, 
in  us  to  put  a  Stop  to  such  Traiterous  practices,  Therefore,  ^ 

Resolved,  that  any  person  who  from  and  after  the  publication  of 
this  rSBolie  shall  reAise  to  take  Continental  currency  in  payment  of 
BOT  Debt  or  contract  whatsoever,  or  for  any  goods  or  CommodilJK. 
mend  for  sale,  or  shall  ask  a  greater  prioe  for  any  Commodity  in 
BQch  Continental  Currency  than  in  any  other  kind  of  Honey  or 
Specie,  A  on  full  proof  made  thereof  to  any  three  Members  of  any 
County  Committee  or  any  two  field  Officers  of  Militia  of  this  State, 
ahall  ujT  the  first  Offence  be  considered  as  a  Dangerous  Member  of 
Society,  A  forfeit  the  goods  or  debt  contracted  for  to  the  person  who 
contracted  for  lAie  samo,  &  shall  moreover  be  subject  to 'a  penalty  of 
£5,  for  all  contracts  for  &  under  that  sum ;  &  for  all  Contracts  above 
that  sum  shall  forfeit  to  the  full  Amount  of  said  Debt  or  ContrSet, 
one  fimrih  of  all  tueh  fovfeitnrbs  to  bo  lor  tfae.iise  of  flie  Infixmnri 
ft  4he  fcnudiing  Three  fourths  to  the  use  of  this  State,  to  be  paid  tOt 
tfaa  Coaaoaittca  of  the  Coun^  where  the  loifekiwre  is  inenrred^  k  toc 
be  Levied  Immediately  by  the  Dirsotion  A  Authority  of  this  saidb 
ODmmiitM  or  neld<MMr ;  and  Por  the  aeooiid  offsaoe  they  shall 

.    *  Sse  Colon.  Eec.«  Vol.  XI,  p.  70.  . 
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ba  0abjoot  to  the  AforemeDtioii'd  penalties,  k  be  btniah'd  this  Stnta 
to  neh  plaoe  and  ia  such  mADDer  as  this  Goonoil  shall  dinct— 
BeYerthaless  if  any  person  shall  think  himself  or  her  amiev'd  bj 
tlie  Determination  of  any  of  the  said  Committee  or  Field^ffieerSi  he 
flIiaU  be  allowed  an  appeal  to  this  Connoily  proTided  the  said  Aj^wal 
be  made  within  Six  weeks  after  such  Determination. 

Beeolyed,  That  all  persons  whose  Shops  or  Warehonses  have 
been  heretofore  sbnt  up,  &  who  have  been  restrained  from  earrying 
on  a  Commerdal  loterconrse  with  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Stale  £» 
refusing  Continental  Money,  shall  be  released  from  snoh  restrainti 
&  their  Shops  or  Warehouses  open'd,  &  that  all  persons  who  are  in 
Confinement  for  the  same  offenoe,  be  Immediately  Disohaig'd  fcom 
their  Coofinement^  bat  are  hereafter  to  be  subjeot  to  the  aboTO 
Bfisolation. 


Col.  John  Batard  to  Andrew  Hodge,  1776. 

Trenton^  2  o'elook,  Saturday. 
lySir, 

I  got  here  abo*  11  o'elooki  by  Express^  from  the  General  at  Frinoe- 
town  I  the  Enemy  are  advancing,  &  it  is  expected  they  will  be  there 
to-night.  Oen^  How  is  at  the  head  of  the  Army,  &  they  are  coming 
in  two  Columns.  We  are  removing  the  Stores  aoross  the  iliver  A 
purposing  making  a  Stand  there. 

Pray  Send  for  Lank  immediately,  and  remove  the  Goods  from  my 
house  to  the  Country.    You  will  bear  from  me  to-morrow. 

I  am  y», 

JNO.  BATABD. 
JDirected. 

To  Mr.  And''  Hodge,  Merch*,  Philad*. 

To  be  left  at  Coffee  House  ^  Express. 


Lewis  Nicola  to  Owen  Bxddle,  1776. 

■  I  am  to  inform  yon  that  about  an  hour  alter  I  had  the  pleasure  <rf 
Bering  yon  last  night,  the  men  called  on  to  mount  Guard  at  the  Bar- 
neka  assembled,  &  Mr.  Towers  returned  to  the  workhouse  k  gave 
tkem  arms,  so  that  the  guard  was  mounted  about  10  o'dook. 

As  we  find  mueh  difficulty  often  in  getting  men  for  guard,  k  aiv 
sometimes  obliged  to  mount  them  incom pleat,  I  wish  the  Council 
would  devise  some  method  of  enforcing  obedience  to  orders. 
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I  request  yon  will  inform  the  Cotmoil  of  John  MoCloer's  oase,  fb^ 
whioh  purpose  I  send  jon  inclosed  the  report  made  to  me. 

There  is  another  enormity  sometimes  committed  bj  the  CitV 
gords,  which  I  am  persuaded  the  Council  will  think  deserres  exeat- 
plaiy  punishment.  The  case  is,  that  some  Sentries  at  the  bridgb 
extort  money  from  passengers.  As  soon  as  I  had  notice  of  this  ( 
gsTe  out  orders  that  the  officers  commanding  the  bridge  guard  should 
eonflne  everr  person  guilty  of  this  crime,  &  when  the  guard  dii- 
vounted,  lodge  him  in  the  Statehouse  Guard,  &  make  a  report  ther^ 
«f ;  I  also  acquainted  the  General,  who  ordered  that  the  officers  s€ 
that  ffuard  should  tye  up  any  person  guilty  of  this  offence  k  gite 
him  thirty  lashes;  I  obeyed,  but  dout  the  efficacy  of  the  remedy,  as 
I  cannot  think  one  citizen  will  readily  treat  another  in  this  manner. 

The  money  the  Council  gave  me  to  buy  firing  for  the  guards  & 
other  contingencies  being  almost  expended,  I  must  trouble  the  Gen- 
tlemen for  a  supply;  as  I  have  £8  13  to  pay  for  the  last  sweeping 
the  barrack  chimneys,  ft  also  a  month's  candies  to  pay  for,  £50  wiUi 
I  think,  be  necessary. 

I  hope  you'll  excuse  the  liberty  I  take  in  troubling  you  with  this, 
but  I  conceive  writing  may  be  more  convenient  to  the  Council  than 
a  personal  application,  which  I  may  make  at  an  improper  time,  which 
I  flatter  myself  will  serve  for  an  apology,  &  that  you'll  permit  me 
to  assure  you  that  I  am. 

S%  Your  most  obed*  Serv^, 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 
December  Slst,  1776. 

I  intended  to  have  sent  this  to  the  Council  this  morning,  but  mm 
wo  long  detained  at  the  General's  it  was  not  in' my  power.  I  beg 
leave  to  trouble  you  with  the  inclosed,  as  I  think  it  proper  the 
Council  should  be  informed  of  when  time  will  permit 

jDirecietL 

To  Ov^  Biddle,  Esq'. 


Oentlem 


John  Pipbr  to  Committxb  of  Safbtt,  1776. 

Shippensburgy  dlst  DeoF,  1776. 


I  would  Beg  Leave  to  Enform  you  that  the  Resolves  of  Congraaa 
ft  Committee  of  Safety  for  this  State,  of  the  22  No*,  Directed  to  thp 
Oommanding  officers  of  the  Different  Batt.  of  Beadford  County,  I 
have  had  the  Honour  of  Recaveing,  Requiring  att  Least  one  Com- 
pany of  Yallenteers  out  of  .Each  Satt.  to  march  &  Joyne  General 
Washington,  I  have  in  Consequence  ot  s'  orders  calH  uppon  Each 
Capi^  to  tartt  oat  of  his  Company  his  quote,  in  order  to  Oomf\«a.\A 
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-Ae  said  Company,  a  number  of  which  is  now  upon  their  Maiteh ; 
the  Enclemenoy  of  the  Wether  &  Depth  of  the  Snow  in  this  Moo»- 
tainoQg  Oonntry,  Render  it  very  hard  to  Assemble  the  IKfferent 
f  artys  into  one  body,  we  therefore  give  Each  Gap^  orders  to  mmnk 
Us  Party  the  Nighest  &  Best  way  to  Ph%  &  there  to  wait  till  hiihm 
orders;  so  that  I  hopsi  Gent",  yoal  take  propper  Notice  of  Each 
Party  aa  they  Com,  &  give  them  orders.  I  hare  Likewise  got  Km- 
tUigenoe  Since  I  Left  home,  that  the  officers  of  the  Other  Batt:  of 
Bedford  are  Ordered  to  give  the  Militia  ten  Dollars  Advance,  Biat 
aa  I  have  Not  Seed  any  of  the  Gtent^  Since  their  orders  Com  iq^ 
would  be  glad  to  know  where  I  might  be  fomished  with  Cash  for  thai 
JPorpoee;  I  Beg  Lave  to  Ref&re  to  the  Berer  for  forther  Pertknkny 
.k  am,  Oent",  with  Grate  Esteem, 

Your  mottst  Obedant  & 

Very  Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  PIPES. 
J)ireeted^(On  the  Sarvise  of  the  United  States.) 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  at 
Philadelphia. 

^  favour  of  Mr.  Robert  Elliot. 


Council  op  Safety  to ,  1776. 

In  Conneil  of  SaHiij, 
Philadelphia,  De<f  Slst,  1776. 
Gentlemen, 

Year  Friendly  and  humane  exertions  to  provide  Waggons  to 
move  the  Inhabitants  of  this  City  and  their  jSffeots,  agreeable  to  the 
request  of  this  Council,  deserves  our  most  grateful  acknowledge- 
ments, and  we  are  impressed  with  a  due  sense  thereof.  Bat  aa  our 
Arms  by  the  Blessing  of  God  has  been  attended  with  an  unexpected 
success,  and  opens  a  more  happy  prospect  to  the  Friends  of  America^ 
which  makes  it  unnecessary  to  remove  any  more  Stores  or  Effects  at 
this  time  but  what  can  be  removed  by  the  Waggons  which  wiU 
nnavoidabfy  be  here,  therefore  we  shall  have  no  present  oocasion  for 
any  more  from  your  County;  you  will  please  to  return  our  thanks  to 
those  Waggonera  who  are  npoa  their  way  down ;  dismiss  them  from 
onr  Service,  and  pay  them  what  you  think  reasonable  for. the  Iten 
they  had  been  from  home. 

Money  shall  be  sent  you  for  that  purpose;  we  shall  depend  npon 
▼onr  Justice  and  Oeconomy  in  this  Matter. 

With  the  Compliments  of  the  Season  and  Congratokticms  Sat  fSba 
late  victory,  we  conclude 

Your  most  Hnmble  Servants. 

By  Older  of  tba  ConndL  ) 
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OoMMmsB  ov  T0RK30WN  TO  CoxmoiL  or  S/mrr,  1776. 

In  these  times  of  Diffioaltj,  several  Qentlemen  have  exerted 
t^mselTes  much  in  the  Orand  Cause.  Several  Militia  Companjs 
nave  marchgd^  more  will  march  from  this  Gonntj^  so  as  in  the  whole 
to  eviiposQ  a^  l^BUst  a  pretty  good  Battalion. 

The  Gendemen  who  deserve  most  from  the  publick  are,  David 
Jameson,  Hugh  Denwoodj,  Charles  Lukens,  and  Mr.  George  Eiphel* 
ber^ger.  They  have  been  exceeding  useful,  as  most  of  the  Companys 
who  marched  have  chose  their  Officers,  pro  Tempore ;  an  arrange- 
ment will  be  necessary,  as  to  Field  officers.  We  propose  David 
Jameson^  Col.|  Hugh  I>Bdiiwoody,  Lt  Colonel,  Charles  Lukens,  Major, 
&  Oeoige.  BieheHMrger,  Quarter-Msster  oi  the  York  County  Militia 
who  now  mareh ;  it  will  be  doing  Justice  to  merit,  to  make  the  a^ 
pointm%  and  we  make  no  Doubt,  will  be  done  by  your  Board. 

We  congratulate  you  on  the  Sucoess  of  the  Ameiioan  Arms  at 
TrentoD,  and  are. 

With  great  Bespect, 

Your  most  Hum'  Serv**, 

By  Order  of  the  Committee, 

WM.  L£AS,  Chairman. 

York  Town,  the  ) 

81st  Decem'r,  1776.  j 

Directed f 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania. 


JosxpH  BBBD9  Apj.  Gbk.,  to  Council  of  Safbit,  1776* 

OenUfiBiaDy 

I  UK  diteefeed  by  his  Bxoell'y,  to  send  to  you  Charlet  Harrison  k 
Feler  Campbell,  Inhabitants  of  Trenton  who  have  taken  Oommisioiia 
•r  are  appointed  to  suoh  as  Captains  in  a  New  Re^ment  proposed  to 
be  niaad  under  Isaac  Allen,  Iw  the  Kind's  Service.  Also,  Moses 
Hol^  a  WasKOD  Master  &  John  Bonnet  £  WilUam  Wyser,  two  La* 
baomi  or  n^ggoMsa  iBi|Kvted  with  the  Troops.  The  General  isof 
PpittioB  that  Ihe  Offipera  shoiild  be  olosely  eon^ned. 

The  late  Adventure  of  our  Philada.  Light  Horse,  has  inspireda 
wgani  <tf  Entarpriia  which  his  Excelli'  would  encourage,  &  as  the 
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Gaps  of  the  Dragoons  taken,  may  on  some  occassion  be  made  «>od 
.Upe  of|  lie  requests  yon  would  send  up  to  Gapt  Morris  all  tha  Gaps 
you  can  collect  which  have  heen  taken.  No  Notice  to  be  taken  of  it 
abroad,  but  the  Caps  to  be  pack'd  up,  as  there  can  be  little  Doubt 
but  their  first  attempt  with  these  Gaps  will  effectually  deceive. 

I  am  Obed'  &  respeotfullyi 

Gents,  Your  very  En>ble  Senr.,  ^ 

JOS.  BBBD, 
Adj.  Oen* 

I  am  also  ordered  to  represent  to  you,  the  Gonduet  of  Major  Boah 
.of  the  Flying  Camp,  who  left  the  army  eontrary  to  order  &  refused 

eobey  the  Orders  of  his  Superior  Officer  in  marching  towards  the 
nemy.  The  General  ordered  him  under  arrest,  but  he  escaped ;  the 
iDcIosed  Affidavit  will  give  you  more  particulars. 

Major  Bush  lives  near  Chesnut  Hill|  above  German  Towm. 

Directed^ 

To  the  Hon.  the  Council  of  Safety,  of  Philada. 


Hbnrt  Fisher  to  Council  op  Safety,  1777. 

Lewistown,  Jan.  1st,  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Capt"  Daniel  Murphy,  who  I  gave 
the  command  of  the  armed  Barge  to,  upon  her  first  coming  down 
here,  and  has  behav'd  very  well  in  that  Station,  as  it  now  appears  to 
me  that  she  is  in  some  danger  of  being  either  taken  from  us  or  bumt, 
is  the  Eeason  of  my  sending  her  up  to  you,  and  as  Mr.  Murphy  has 
only  my  i^ord  for  his  Wage?,  I  must  beg  that  you  will  amply  flatlsi|f 
lum,  aa  he  has  devoted  himself  to  the  Service,  &  been  of  rwl  lad> 
vantage  to  your  Trade. 

He  brings  up  with  him  a  number  of  Prisener^  out  of  diffisient 
.Vessels  taken  by  his  Majesty's  Pyrates  who  were  put  on  Shore  hen 
last  Niffht  in  great  Distress.  If  you  think  proper  to  send  the  Barge 
back,  ^ease  to  give  GaptP  Murphy  a  Gommissios  srith  <wder8  to  aatt 
her  properly,  and  any  service  that  I  can  render,  shall  not  be  waotiBg 
•II  m  J  side 
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Capt.  Hallock  can  inform  you  something  of  a  very  extraordinary 
Nature  respeoting  our  Torys  here. 

I  am  in  haste,  Gentlemeni  .., 

your  hum*  Serv*, 

HENRY  FISHER, 

Dineted. 
To  the  Honorable  Conncil  of  Safety,  Phikdelphia. 
IP*  Favor  of  Capt"  Murphy. 


J.  Okely  to  Jko.  Biddle,  1777. 

Esteemed  Friend, 

Having  it  in  Charge  from  General  Gates,  as  he  pass'd  thro' 
Bethlehem,  to  assist  in  forwarding  the  Bearer  hereof  (an  Indian  from 
Lorette  in  Canada,  of  the  Horon  Tribe,  for  whom  the  General  ez- 
press'd  great  Kindness  &  Regard)  to  him  either  in  Baltimore  or 
Philad* :  I  cast  in  my  Mind  to  whom  I  co*  send  him  so  as  best  to 
answer  that  Intention,  and  from  the  Knowledge  I  have  of  yom 
Benevolent  Disposition  &  general  acquaintance,  I  presumed  Thou  or 
thy  sons  Owen  or  Clement  (on  whose  Friendship  I  greatly  rely) 
would  willingly  undertake  the  Task.  Sho*  the  G^eral  be  in  Towa 
he  will  directly  take  him  &  defray  any  Expenoe  you  may  be  at — ^If  ia 
Baltimore,  on  your  sending  him  word,  he  will,  no  Doubt,  give  the 
Boeoesary  Orders  respecting  his  being  sent  on. 

Excuse  the  Trouble  my  Confidence  has  led  me  to  ^ve  thee  fl| 
tUs  matter  and  believe  me  to  be  in  every  acceptable  Servioci 

Thy  ready  ft  assured  fl^. 

J.  OKELY.   '. 
Beth :  January,  1777. 

PS.  As  the  Indian  speaks  French  altogether,  co'  wish  he  |nigh| 
be  introduced  to  Anthony  Benezet  ft  his  orothcr  Daniel,  to  whooay 
seeing  hie  Deportm*  ft  Behavior  is  unexceptionable,  he  can't,  I  think, 
be  disagreeable.  Isaac  Melchior,  I  conceive  must  have  some 
Knowledge  of  bim. 

Dirtded, 

la  Mr.  John  Biidle^  at  the  Indian  King,  in  Market  Street, 
PWUid*.     ... 

^  Indian  John  Vincent.  i 
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Capt.  John  Lacst^  Jb.,  to  Council  of  Savbtt,  1777. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Counoil  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Penntyl- 
▼ania. 

Gentlemen, 

I  here  insert  the  ill  treatment  I  have  received  from  Colonel W«jii«^ 
and  have  just  oatme  to  oomplain,  that  I  have  not  had  Beaaoaable 
aatisfaction.  Last  April,  I  was  ordered  from  New  York  to  Pennayl- 
Tania,  by  Colonel  Wayne,  to  Settle  some  Affiiirs  respecting  mj 
Company;  daring  my  Absence,  my  Company,  (which  was  then 
Armed  through  my  own  Industry)  was  ordered  to  March  for  Canada, 
under  the  Command  of  a  Younger  Captain,  whose  Men  was  left 
without  Arms.  On  my  return  to  New  York,  I  was  detained  seyeral 
Days  by  Lieutenant  Col.  Johnston,  and  then  through  him,  I  reoeiTcd 
Orders  of  General  Green,  to  follow  my  Company,  which  I  overtook 
on  hake  Champlain,  and  then  I  expected  to  take  the  Command 
but  was  greatly  disappointed,  when  at  St.  Johns,  I  received  the  fbl* 
lowing  oraer. 

"  St  Johns,  June,  j*  2«,  1778/' 

'  **  It  is  Colonel  Wayne's  Orders,  that  Captain  Moore  continuaB  to 
Command  Captain  Laeey's  Company,  until  snch  time  as  Oaptam 
Moore's  Arrive,  the  Colonel  at  the  same  time,  disapproves  of  Captain 
Laoeys  Conduct  in  proceeding  without  Cap^  Moore's  People,  whiah 
%as  contrary  to  Ciders,  yet  he  will  pass  it  over  with  Impunity,  aa  he 
is  Gonseions  that  Captain  Lacey  was  only  Anxioos  to  be  at  the  Field 
ef  Action,  and  did  not  intentionally  disobey  Commands.  He  tliem> 
fore  requests  Captain  Laoey  to  act  as  a  Vdunteer,  eontimiing  Ilia 
Batik  until  the  arrival  of  Captain  Moore's  Company/' 

And  upon  the  receipt  of  this,  I  wuted  on  the  Colonel,  to  know  Ml 
Beasons,  for  issuing  this  order;  he  gave  me  no  other  satisfaetioo, 
but.  said,  it  was  his  Order  and  must  be  obeyed.    Thus  was  my  Com- 

Eny  given  to  a  Younger  Officer,  and  I  present,  when  we  eame  to  the 
ver  Sorrel,  waited  on  General  Sullivan,  who  promised  me  Radiesa, 
But  through  the  multiplicity  of  Business,  it  was  Overlooked,  ^nd 
on  our  amval  at  Ticonderoga,  we  were  Joined  by  the  reat  of  thm 
Bagunont,  and  I  received  the  following. 

"Ticonderoga,  July,  y  18th :  1776.'* 

Captain  Lacey, 
Sir. 
Ton  are  immediately  to  take  the  eemmand  of  yevr  Cbupany, 
and  to  appear  with  them  on  the  Parade  at  half  past  7  o'elodk  Mk 
morning. 

An*.  Wayne,  Colo." 
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NotwitbatftiidiDg  the  Chtgrio  I  felt,  these  Orders,  through  the 
Advice  and  Perswasion  of  my  Friends  I  obeyed ;  still  hsviag  hopes 
of  aoeomodsting  Matters  with  Oolonel  Wayne,  UQtil  the  eleventh  daj 
of  September,  when  the  Adjutant  came  to  me  with  the  following 
order. 

'' Sir  yoa  will  pat  Captain  Laoey  in  arrest  for  disobedieiicd  of 
Oideiiy  he  is  not  to  leave  his  Tent. 

Anth.  Wayne^  CoL'' 

^ToAdljataatRyan." 

In  this  manner  was  kept  for  two  Days  when  he  sent  and  release^ 
mt  without  trial.  I  have  now  served  out  the  Campain,  which  I  was 
determined  to  do,  for  the  Sake  of  my  Country,  and  that  alone  indueed 
me  to  enter  into  the  Army.  And  I  do  now  for  the  Reasons  aboTO 
Bsentioned,  resign  my  Duty  in  the  Service. 

I  am^  Gentlemen,  with  the  greatest  Respect, 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant 

JOHN  LACET,  Jnniori 
Captain,  4  P.  B. 
Phihkh.  January  2*.  1777. 
Imdoned.  \ 

Petition  of  John  Laeey.* 


Pszu  Di  Hav£n  to  Council  ov  SAFiMf^l7. 

French  Crick,  Janux'.  3, 1777. 

ottf 

We  have  Oot  Ninteen  Men  at  work  in  the  Gun  Way,  and  I  an  ttl 
kopes  Whe  shall  be  Able  in  a  short  Time  to  Repair  A  Great  M aaey 
•ran,  ft  makesom  New  ones,  our  Smith  Shorn  &  other  Bailding  aie 
in  Prety  good  order  by  the  industry  of  Col.  Dewese,  ft  Capt.  Badlji 
the  Banicks  Will  be  (Innished  in  A  short  Time  if  Col.  Dewese,  can 
€tei  Bordes,  as  they  are  very  soarse  heare,  and  they  come  very  Ugh 
to  hall  them  from  Pbilad.,  Piese  to  Send  by  the  Barer,  John  Pogli, 
Five  Hundred  Pdund  for  Wee  are  Quite  out  of  money  to  Proenre 
Pkovisions  an  pay  our  Men.  No  more  at  Present  but  I  remain  yonr 
Hnmble  Serrant. 

PETER  DEHAVEN. 
Direetedy 

To  David  Rittenhouse,  Vice  President,  Philad*. 
V  FaV.  M'.  John  Pugh. 

*  A  very  interesting  eorrespondence  of  Oenl.  Lacey  in  1777-^,  1781, 
wni  be  found  in  my  Register  of  Penna.,  YoL  III,  p.  206,  fto. 
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Jambs  Tilohhak  to  Council  &c.,  1777. 

To  the  hoQortble  the  Coancil  of  Safety  of  Pennaylvania. 

Oentlemen, 

The  Proprietaries  of  PeDDsylvaDia,  ever  since  the  foandatioii  of 
the  City  of  Philadelphia,  have  had  and  claimed  a  Bight  to  the 
UDgraDted  woods  on  the  Common.  They  have  diapoeed  of  the  wood 
from  time  to  time  as  they  saw  proper,  caused  ayenues  occasionally  to 
be  cut  thro'  them,  and  exercised  other  acts  of  ownerahip  without  the 
least  interruption.  And  have  always  had  a  person,  appointed  by 
themselves,  to  take  care  of  the  woods.  In  conseqoenee  of  thia 
^ght  and  the  constant  exercise  of  it,  the  Present  acting  Proprietor, 
some  short  time  ago^  save  liberty  to  the  overseers  of  the  City  to  eat 
two  hundred  Cord  of  wood  for  the  Poor  oat  of  that  Part  of  the 
Common  called  the  Center  Woods  to  the  westward  of  the  Broad 
Street. 

When  (xeneral  Putnams  Advertisement  for  cutting  a  quantity  of 
wood  for  the  Soldiery  out  of  the  woods  near  the  City  appeared,  I 
advised  the  overseers  to  request  the  Council  of  Safety  to  inform 
General  Putnam  of  the  Charity  act,  and  explain  the  matter  to  him 
in  order  to  prevent  any  Obstruction  which  might  arise  to  the  Chari- 
table intention  of  the  Proprietor.  And,  I  spoke  to  the  General 
myself  who  had  very  reasonable  Ideas  of  the  matter,  and  was 
pleased  to  assure  me  he  would  give  no  opposition  to  the  Charity, 
but  that  he  must  have  wood  cut  for  the  Soldiery.  Soon  after  this 
the  overseers  brought  me  your  Honors  order  of  the  I"^  of  this 
month,  which,  by  the  terms  of  it,  seems  to  imply  an  assamed  Right 
in  your  Honors  to  dispose  of  the  Wood  on  the  Commons,  aa  it  has 
no  reference  to  the  Proprietary  bounty,  and  is  for  a  smaller  quantity 
than  the  proprietor  proposed  to  give.  I  would  therefore  request  thia 
iivor  of  an  Explanation.  If  the  order  be  intended  to  promoto  the 
Jfiaeoiition  of  the  Proprietors  benevolence,  I  have  nothing  furthef 
lo  aay.  Bat  if  your  Honors  do  really  assume  the  Right  of  difpoaiag 
of  the  Wood  on  the  Common,  I  most  beg  leave  on  behalf  of  the 
Proprietors  (whose  Secretary  I  have  the  honor  to  be),  to  objaet  to 
aaj  sneh  right,  and  to  request  that  your  Honors  will  be' so  jost  a« 
toonter  this  Representation  (which  in  justice  to  the  Proprietors  X 
tboQght  it  my  duty  to  make)  on  the  Records  of  your  prooeodbgii 
i»  oi^er  to  prevent  any  prejudicial  iofiuencei  which  hereafter  might 
be  drawn  from  a  silent  acquiescence  of  the  Proprietora  and  their 
age«t&  And  thia  reqaest  I  flatter  myself  will  not  be  thought 
onreasonable. 

I  am, 

y'  honors, 

Most  ob*  servant, 

JA?MES  TILGHMAN. 
Philadelphia.   1  ' 

January  3*,  1777.         f 
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Obdeb  of  Council  of  Safety,  1777- 

In  Council  of  Safetj^  Phi]ad%  January  4th,  1777. 

Yon  are  to  proceed  immediately  up  the  Delaware  as  far  as  Cot^ 
tM'»  Venjf  and  procure  all  the  Intelligence  respecting  the  State, 
nnmbersi  movements,  or  Condition  of  the  Enemy,  if  any  be  in  Uial 
Neiffbbonrhood,  which  yon  possibly  can,  and  on  procuring  anjfsuoh 
InteJligence  you  are  forthwith  to  return  ^ith  it  to  general  Putnam 
Ml  Biiirtol,  and  take  Directions  from  him. 


Lord  Stielxnq  to ,  1777. 

Newtown,  Jan"  4th,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  learn  the  particuhrs  of  Oeneral 
Washingtons  last  Expedition  into  New  Jersey.  But  he  Certainly 
has  gained  some  Considerable  advantage,  the  17th  &  55 tb  Regi- 
ments were  compleatly  routed  near  Prince  Town,  the  iOth  which 
was  lefi  in  the  CoUedge  'tis  probable  were  either  taken  prisoners  or 
fled  to  Brunswick.  Oen^  Wadbingtons  army  passed  thro'  Prince  Town 
about  nine  o'clock  A.  M  ,  and  the  Enemy's  army  arrived  there  abont 
2  o'do'  P.  M.,  from  Trenton.  Our  people  took  about  20  Waggon  loads 
of  Bamige  belonging  to  the  latter,  which  must  greatly  distress  them. 
I  was  ill  with  the  Sieumatism  before  our  first  expedition  to  Tren- 
town,  but  the  fatigue  &  hardships  I  endured  for  forty  hours  in  the 
worst  weather  I  ever  saw — ^rendered  me  unfit  for  further  duty  in 
the  field,  6en>  Washington  therefore  placed  me  here  to  do  the  best 
I  could  to  secure  the  ferries  &  upper  part  of  the  Country  against 
any  Surprise  or  to  pass  above.  I  will  do  the  best  I  can,  with  the 
few  I  have  to  Command. 

Thomas  Watson  a  man  of  very  good  Caracter,  has  made  mj 
heart  bleed  for  him ;  he  has  refused  the  Continental  Money  for 
Hay  Necessary  for  the  Subsbtence  of  our  troops,  I  confined  him. 
he  IS  a  good  man  by  all  account ;  I  have  relaced  him,  I  have  suffered 
him  on  his  parol  to  go  &  abide  with  his  family ;  'till  your  further 
order  I  do  not  like  to  meddle  with  these  Civil  matters  &  for  God 
Sake  take  them  of  my  Shoulders. 

I  have  a  Number  of  prisoners  from  the  Enemys  Army  pouring 
in  upon  me,  (thank  Ood)  but  tell  me  what  I  am  to  do  with  themj^ 
there  is  no  Room  /or  them  here,  I  wish  we  may  have  as  many  more' 
as  will  pusele  you  what  to  do  with,  this  is  the  first  line  I  have  been 
able  to  scrawl  since  I  passed  the  Delaware  last 

Most  respootfttlly,  yours, 

STIBLIMG. . . 
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Col.  Bbodhbao  to  Owbh  Biddlb,  1777. 

Beading,  4Ui  Jany.  1777. 
Sear  Sir, 

I  shonld  have  been  at  Philad*  before  tbe  time  limited  by  your 
HonUe  Board  for  my  Retam,  but  Qeu^  Mifflina  andden  reeal  to 
the  nmy  occasioned  his  lajins  his  Commands  on  me  to  attend  the 
meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  at  Lebanon.  I  was  also  commanded  by 
him  on  my  return  from  thence  to  take  a  Gomp^  of  the  Northomber> 
land  Militia  then  at  this  place,  and  with  them  apprehend  some  of 
the  disaffected,  compell  some  of  the  Militia  of  this  County,  who 
has  refosed,  to  march,  which  I  haye  done,  and  belieye  the  re- 
mainder to  be  80  much  alarmed  that  few  will  think  of  stajins  at 
home.  I  intend,  however,  to  wait  a  day  or  two  longer  to  see  how 
they  will  behave  and  then  proceed  to  Pbilad*.  I  hope  that  before 
this  reaches  yon  some  measures  have  been  taken  for  the  recruiting 
the  fourth  Batallion  to  its  full  Compliment.  I  coogratolate  yoa  on 
flie  late  Christmas  Box  given  the  Hessians. 

And  am  your  moati 

Hble  Serv* 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 

Owen  Biddlci  EBquire^  Philadelphia. 


Adam  Hublbt,  Jr^  to  nis  Brothsb,  1777. 

Bordentown,  Jan'y  4thy  1777. 
My  Dear  Brother, 

I  am  just  arrived  with  Major  Mifflin  from  an  Expedition  in  the 
lower  parts  of  the  Jerseys,  a  place  caird  Monmouth  Court  House. 
We  arrived  there  Thursday  evening,  we  were  informed  of  a  party  of 
men  consisting  about  200,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Moms.  We 
then  had  our  party  (120  in  number)  formed  in  proper  order,  and 
htended  to  attack  them  in  town,  about  half  an  hour  before  nighty 
CoL  Morris,  it  seems,  got  accounts  of  our  arrival,  had  his  men  drawn 
«p  and  ba^ge  loaded  in  order  to  move  off  for  Middleton,  a  town 
about  18  miles  below  the  Court  House,  they  pushed  off  from  town, 
and  ffot  off  about  half  a  mile,  within  sight  of  us.  •  We  immediately 
tush  d  after  them,  when  they  made  a  halt,  we  came  up,  about  a 
Quarter  of  an  hour  before  night,  when  we  engaged  them,  and  they 
stood  us  about  8  minuteS|  a  very  heavy  (Ire  was  kept  up  on  both  sides 
daring  that  time.    The  enemy  at  last  gave  way,  and  retreated  very  * 
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preeipiUlelj.  At  this  time  it  was  quite  dark,  and  we  oonld  not  see 
what  loss  the  eoemy  sustained,  on  oar  side  we  had  none  kill'd.  We 
marched  Arom  the  field  to  the  town  and  lodged  there  that  night,  the 
next  morning  we  sent  a  party  out  to  the  field  we  had  engag'd  in, 
thej  brought  four  dead  bodies  in,  which  we  had  buried.  We  took 
dnrinc  tlie  engagement  23  prisoners,  w^  we  brought  to  this  plaoe. 
We  ibm  Io0k  from  the  enemj  7  waggon  loads  of  stores,  &c.,  and  12 
horses.  I  shall  set  off  for  Burlington  this  day  to  meet  CoL  Penrosei 
who  commanded  there. 

Various  will  be  the  accounts  of  the  movements  of  our  Army,  tUs 
jwi  may  di^>end  on  is  as  nearly  the  state  of  it  as  possible.  After 
our  people  engag'd  the  British  troops  at  Trenton,  after  a  very  seveif 
engagement  we  retreated  from  Trenton  and  took  round  towards  Prince- 
town.  This  retreat  was  ordered  on  purpose,  which  has  since  proved 
to  be  good  Generalship,  where  our  people  took  between  5  and  600 
prisoners,  they  had  a  severe  engagement  there,  and  made  the  Eng- 
lish Army  retreat  very  precipitately.  They  have  taken  all  their 
stores,  ftc.y  to  a  very  great  Amount.  Our  Army  has  now  removed 
from  thence  to  Brunswick,  where  the  English  have  a  very  great  store 
of  every  thing,  wlueh  before  now  is  in  our  hands.  General  Howe 
with  bis  main  Body  is  now  between  us,  and  in  all  probability  mnibt 
fall  into  our  bands.  The  enemy  had  a  vast  number  killed  at  Prinee- 
tovii.  Our  Philadelphia  Assomtors  behav'd  like  brave  soldiws  ott 
this  ooeasioay  they  fought  the  enemy  for  some  considerable  txatbf 
legnlar  in  platoon  fires,  and  repulsed  them  twice.  I  think  I  shall 
Imve  the  pleasore  of  giving  you  a  very  good  Account  of  onr  Army 
in  a  km  days. 

A  number  of  onr  Philadelphia  Associators  fell  on  this  occasion. 

I  am,  in  haste, 

T"  Afiecdonately, 

ADAH  HCBLET,  Jun'. 

Copy. 


CoL»  Coats  to  Council  of  Safety,  1777. 

Bbf 

I  have  jost  heaf  d  from  Burlington  that  General  Washington  is  iH 
possession  of  Prinoatowa,  and  1ms  taken  seven  hundred  prisoners, 
with  Biz  pieeies  of  Cannon,  there  is  a  Flying  report  that  General 
Howe  is  taken,  the  above  Account  Comes  from  Coi.  Penrose,  who  is 
at  Burlington.  Mr.  Crispin  has  been  in  town  several  Days,  &is  much 
wanted  here,  shall  be  much  oblidgcd  to  you  to  send  him  on.  The 
Pkibdelpbia  Militia  Behav'd  Like  Heroes,  and  press  the  Enemj  so 
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Ok)0e  that  they  where  ftt  Bagoneta  PointSi  it  is  said  General  Stereni 
is  amongst  the  Slain. 

I  remain,  Sir, 

Tonr  Humble  Servant, 

WM.  COATS^ 

Lieut  CoL  let  BaltP. 
Bristol,  Jan.  4th,  1777. 

JHrectedf 

To  Mr.  Thomas  Wharton,  President  of  the  Gonndl  of  Safety,  iar 
I%iladelphia. 


Gbk.  Cadwaladbr  to  Council  of  Safety,  1777. 

Plnckemin,  5  Jan'y  1777. 

I  wrote  to  yon  to-day  by  way  of  Bristol,  bat  as  Capi  Henry  goes 
directly  to  Philadelphia,  I  hes  leave  to  repeat  what  I  wrote  fyr  in 
that  Letter.  The  Militia  (of  the  whole  Army)  have  bad  very  severs 
iutj  since  they  have  been  ift  the  Service,  and  are  in  want  of  many 
Vaoossarios,  not  to  be  had  in  this  Conntiy.  The  following  is  a  list 
of  articles,  immediately  wanted,  to  enable  them  to  keep  the  Field^ 
via: 

800  ^  Shoes  &  Stook«-,  200  Shirts,  200  knapsacks,  200  Blankets. 

The  articles  will  appease  the  murmurs  of  the  Militia,  and  enduce 
them  to  remain  in  the  Service  till  the  Enemy  have  left  this  State, 
which  they  seem  in  haste  to  do,  and  in  great  Confusion.  I  bes  yon 
will  direct  the  above  articles  to  me  at  Morris  Town,  in  this  State, 
and  order  some  Careful  person  to  come  all  the  way  with  thorn,  and 
see  them  safely  delivered,  and  if  we  should  have  left  that  Post,  let 
him  be  ordered  to  proceed  till  he  finds  us. 

I  am,  Gent", 
■    •  Your  most  ob*  Serv*, 

JOHN  CADWALADER.  , 

/'To  the  hon'ble  The  Council  of  Safety,  Philadelphia. 

Capt.  Henry.  "''  I 

ji'      I'  •: 

.:.-■' 
«  ■:    ^.li    ;i.  I      I-  •       i  . .  •   .      .  '        .        .    L  I 
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Gsn'l  Cabwaladsr  to  Council  of  Safety  1777. 

Pluckimin  6th  Jan'y,  1777 
Oentlemen  :— 

Our  Militit  are  in  great  Distress :  Let  me  beg  of  you,  again,  to 
forward  the  ahoes  and  stoek'ga  I  sent  for  when  at  Crosswix — about 
600  ^'  of  Shoes  &  Stock'gs,  200  Blankets— 200  Shirts— 200  short  or 
long  Jackets,  if  to  be  h^ — These  articles  are  not  to  be  had  here  & 
'  the  Militia  must  return  unless  immediatly  supplycd — I  have  not 
time  to  inform  yon  of*  our  Successes — 300  prisoners  were  taken  at 
Prince  Town  by  the  different  Parties  who  pursued  &  those  taken  in 
the  Town^ — ^The  Enemy  have  all  left  Brunswic  &,  I  have  no  doubt, 
will  leave  this  State  in  a  few  days — I  beg  you  will  send  a  carefuil 
pereon  with  the  above  articles  to  Morris  Town,  with  the  utmost  Dia- 
pafeh — but  do  not  direct  it  to  any  Q'.  Master  or  we  shall  be  diaap- 
pointed — Be'pleased  to  direct  to  me. 

I  am  Gent,  with  great  Bespect 

Tour  moat  oV.  Serv^ 

JOHN  OADWAEADER. 

Brig.  Oen. 

To  The  HoA^i*  the  Council  of  Safety,  Philad*. 


John  Morris  Jr.  to  Council  of  Savbtt  1777. 

Bristol  Jan'j^  6**  1776,  [7.] 
Sir, 

I  rec*d  yoor  Fkvonr  of  the  4<^  Inst  last  night  about  11  O'ClooL 
and  in  the  name  of  yonr  suffering  Soldiery  thank  you  for  your  kind 
Notice  of  them.  A  doien  Bushels  I  have  ordered  to  be  left  here 
under  the  Oare  of  the  Doctor  for  the  use  of  the  sick  &  wounded — 
and  the  Rem^  have  ordered  over  to  Burlington  there  to  be  stored 
till  the  Baggage  moves  forward :  For  at  present  nobody  knows  where 
the  army  is  for  a  Certainty,— -tho'  by  all  the  Intelligence  we  can 
procure  froni  atragglera  they  are  between  Princeton  k  Brunswick — 
The  Brigade  of  Pennsylv*  I  have  no  doubt  arrived  at  the  latter  place 
yesterday  morning,  where  they  were  to  be  mot  by  Oen^  Heath. 

I  am  just  setting  oflf  for  Burlington,  must  therefore  conclude. 

I  am  Y'.  most  Obed^ 

ft  very  hble  Serv^ 

JOHN  MORRIS  Jr. 
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P.  S.  Please  to  Inform  my  father  that  my  Bro'  S.  C.  Monis  rec' 
no  hort  in  ye  Battle — bat  that  Anth*  Morris  rec*  a  wound  with  a 
Bayonet  in  ye  Neck  &  a  Bullet  in  his  Leg. — 

Directed, 
To  The  Hon'ble  Thomas  Wharton>  Esquire, 

President  of  the  Conndl  of  Safety* 


Col.  Wh.  Coats  to  Bbi0.  Gbk.  Ibwivk,  1777. 

Sunday  Svemngi  Bristol,  January  5ihy  1777. 
Sir, 

By  Order  of  General  Putman  you  will  find  three  Letters  One  Di- 
rected to  Mr.  John  Murray  One  to  Mr.  Wm.  Logan  and  one  to  Mr. 
Wm.  Cole  they  where  under  the  Care  of  a  Toung  Man  by  the  Name 
of  Oordon,  he  comes  fvoqn  an  Iron  works  in  New  Jersey  where  Qen* 
eral  Lee  was  RobM  of  his  Horses,  these  Ciroumstanoes  and  his  haTioff 
a  Commission  in  his  Pocket  as  an  officer  in  the  Jearsej  Mili^^  and 
now  not  takeing  an  active  part  with  us^  and  the  Letters  to  Persona 
not' well  affected  I  believe  was  what  Induced  the  Gtoaeiml  to  Stop 
him,  and  Ordered  me  to  send  him  under  guard  to  you,  which  aooord- 
ingly,  I  have  Done  by  Mr.  Bamhill  to.be  further  Examined  by  yon, 
the  General  thinks  he  ought  to  be  Confined  as  a  Suspected  person^ 
but  Leaves  him  to  you,  The  Accounts  to  Day  from  Our  Army  is  Six 
Hundred  taken  Prisoners  500  Killed  Eight  pieces  of  Canon  and  a 
great  Quantity  of  Baggage.  Last  Night  General  Washington  with 
the  whole  Anny  was  at  Summerset  Court  House  expecting  to  be 
Join'd  by  General  Heath  with  seven  thousand  Men  and  this  Mondnff 
was  to  have  proceeded  on  to  Brunswick,  an  Express  that  bad  Crops'd 
Card's  Ferry  says  he  heard  a  smart  Cannonade  that  way  the  Bout 
of  our  Armey,  I  got  from  Commodore  NichoFs  who  had  been  to  Gen- 
eral Steven's  on  purpose  for  Intelligencei  the  foregoing  part  from  an 
Sxpress  who  had  been  to  Lord  Sterling  from  Generu  Washington 
after  the  In^gement  at  Stoney  Brook. 

I  remain  Sir 

Your  Humble  Servant. 

WM.  COATS, 

laeut  Col.  l8t  Bail 

Dirtcledj 

To  Bri|adier  General  Euwin  at  Philadelphia.  If  not  in  Town  to 
the.Pieaideat  of  the  Counsel  of  Safety  ^  Mr.  Bamhill. 
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IdB 


General  Putman  to  Council  op  Safety — 177T. 


GentlemeD, 


Brifltol,  Jan'y  5th,  1777. 


By  the  best  IntelligeDoe  I  can  collect,  I  believe  that  the  Army 
under  Oen.  Washington  after  taking  Possession  of  Princeton,  pro- 
ceeded on  with  all  Expedition  to  Brunswick ;  so  that  the  Enemy 
are  now,  I  believe,  in  the  possession  of  Princeton  with  General  Howe 
at  their  Head.  If  this  be  the  Case  now  is  our  Time,  and  let  me  beg 
of  yon  to  dispatch  the  Militia  with  all  possible  Expedition  to  join 
me — and  desire  Gen.  Irving  to  use  his  utmost  Endeavours  to  forward 
the  Militia  and  other  Troops  as  fast  as  they  arrive — I  have  got  one 
Piece  of  artillery  to  go  with  me,  and  I  hope  to  be  joined  at  Bor- 
dentown  with  about  7  or  8  hundred  men,  together  with  what  I  have 
will  make  1400  or  1500  Men. 

I  have  taken  some  more  effectual  Measures  to  get  Intelligence  to 
Day.  I  have  sent  off  a  Light  Horseman  up  the  Deleware  until  he 
flets  opposite  the  Enemy. —  I  have  likewise  sent  Major  Burr  to 
TivntfMi  to  cross  there  &  come  down  to  Bordenton  to  me. — Since  I 
bava  been  writing  the  above  I  have  received  a  Letter  from  Major 
IliflfiD  at  Bordenton,  which  informs  that  Gen.  Howe  has  left 
Princeton  &  proceed  on  after  General  Washington,  leaving  about 
200  Hen  to  take  Charge  of  the  wounded.  I  shall  proceed  as  fast  as 
poanble,  and  I  hope  to  give  a  good  account  of  them. 

I  am,  Gent",  your  Hbl. 


Serv*, 
ISRAEL  PUTNAM. 


Bristol,  Jan.  5th,  1777.   ) 
To  the  Gonnoil  oi  Safety,  j 

A  trne  Copy  In  Council  of  Safety. 


184  FBKNSTLVAinA  ABOHIVBS  1777. 


Col.  John  Armstrong  to  Counctl  of  Sapkty,  1777. 

Garlidej  5^  Jannary,  1777. 
OentlemeD, 

I'm  but  a  few  hours  got  to  this  placO;  and  hope  it  will  give  jon 
some  pleasure  to  know  that  I  have  not  travellea  in  vain ;  for  not- 
withstanding the  culpable  stupor  &  timiditj  which  had  seiied  tha 
minds  of  many  in  this  State  &  partly  arising  from  that. temporary 
oloud  which  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  God  thought  proper  to 
throw  over  our  troops  on  their  passage  thro'  the  Jerseys— and  partly 
from  the  spurious  doctrines  of  dasterdly  and  ill  principled  men,  I 
think  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  a  number  of  the  Ameri- 
cans— the  generality  of  the  Irish,  and  part  of  the  jermans  will  stand 
firm  in  the  common  cause.  Coll.  M'Coy's  Batt"  is  now  coming  into 
Town,  and  not  quite  so  destitute  of  cloathing  as  has  been  said. — 
Five  or  Six  Gompanys  of  Militia  now  on  their  march  &  getting  ready 
betwixt  this  place  &  Lancaster.  If  the  whole  I  have  seen  &  heard 
of  were  joined  G^n*  Washington,  I  should  hope  his  Army  will  at 
least  consist  of  twenty  thousand  exclusive  of  what  we  may  now 
expect  will  joine  him  of  the  associators  of  the  Jersey,  an  effect  thia 
we  may  naturally  expect  from  our  late  acqusition — On  wo'  pleaae 
to  accept  my  most  hearty  congratulations.  The  Susquebanah  is  now 
difficult  of  passage. — Are  there  not  too  many  wagons  taken  from  the 
remote  parts  of  the  provincie  f  I  have  now  two  appointments  in  the 
lower  parts  of  this  County — after  which  I  intend  immediately  to  pro- 
ceed to  Yorktown  &  several  Other  parts  of  that  County  where  there 
is  greater  need,  and  the  depth  of  .the  Snow  makes  it  next  to  imprao- 
ticable  to  travel  beyond  the  mountains.  I'm  much  of  opinion  that 
in  Philad*  there  is  either  some  particular  deputy  from  General  Howe, 
or  some  Secret  junto  of  Tories  who  have  derived  anthority  from  bim 
to  engage  fit  tools  under  certain  promises  of  reward  to  carry  and  com- 
ment upon  his  proclamation  through  various  parts  of  this  State»  in 
order  to  seduce  the  people  &  perhaps  lay  the  foundation  of  a  Tory 
Army  at  eucb  time  as  he,  Howe,  might  be  able  to  penetrate  this 
State.  One  of  this  sort,  I  immagine,  has  been  lately  sent  to  y'  Board. 
I  hope  Some  Sudden  Law  will  particularly  extend  itself  towards 
these  kind  of  Emissaries,  &  that  in  the  meantime  those^detected  may 
be  held  fast,  for  perhaps  the  necessity  of  the  case  will  justify  a  clause 
in  the  Law  Post-facto. 

I  am,  Gent%  with  great  respect, 

Y''  most  Ob^  humble  Serv% 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
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P.  8.  I  tbink  it  mj  duty  to  intimate  to  yon  that  I  have  heard 
insinaatioos  that  Oongrees  appears  not  to  haTe  attended  to  the  lib- 
erty or  Exchange  of  the  officers  of  this  State — and  find  it  is  expected 
that  the  Goancil  of  Safety  shou'd  interfere  or  use  y  influence  that 
they  h«Te  their  proper  tume ;  they  say  that  no  field  officer  is  now  a 
Prisoner  bat  thoee  of  Pennsylvania  only,  except  two  from  Maryland., 
the  tmth  of  this  I  don't  know ;  by  the  request  of  two  Gknt"  havo 
giTen  thia  hint. 

xHrecfeciy 

Mr.  Thomas  Wharton,  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  Phila- 
delphia. 

Favoor'd  by  ) 
Capf  Steel.  J 


Be.  Geraedus  Clarksos  to  Capt.  Jos.  Blswer.  1777. 

■ 

Sunday  Morning,  Jans'  6tk^  1777.    i 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  your  Request  I  have  yisited  Obadiah  Ireton.  He 
is  Tery  Sick,  and  probably  may  be  unfit  for  Service  a  considerable 
time.  I  wms  called  this  Day  to  visit  a  considerable  Number  of  men 
belonging  to  the  Battery  commanded  by  Capt.  Wm.  Brown.  They 
wn  very  nnwell,  some  indeed  ill ;  I  am  anxious  to  relieve  them  to 
the  utmost,  but  all  my  Care  will  be  ineffectual  unless  they  are  sup* 
plied  with. »  few  necessaries  suitable  for  Sick  men.  The  following 
articles  are  what  I  would  wish  them  to  have,  vis. :  Sugar,  Barley, 
Chocolate,  Loaf-Bread,  k  Milk.  Perhaps  it  may  be  proper  to  lodge 
a  little  Cash  in  the  bauds  of  the  Nurse,  (who  appears  a  deoenl 
wonaa}  from  time  to  time  as  Occasion  requires. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  humb^  Serv*, 

GERABDUS  CLABKSON.   ' 

Cap*.  Jooepk  Blewer.  *; 

i 
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Lo&]>  BiiBLiva  TO  CounciL  ov  Satbti^  1777. 

Sir, 

The  three  persons  whose  Names  are  on  foot  hereof  were  brought 
to  me  as  Deserters  from  our  Armj ;  by  their  own  ConfoEsioii  they 
kft  it  while  in  pursuit  of  the  Enemy ;  they  belong  to  3d  BattalioQ 
of  the  Philadelphia  Militia,  and  I  send  them  to  yon  in  order  that 
they  may  be  made  a  proper  example  of  to  their  fellow  Citiiens.  \ 
ap  joor  most  Humble  Servant, 

STIELING.    , 

Deserters  Names  are 

James  Reynols,  * 

Patrick  Maronyi 
Henry  Bell. 

P.  S.  Leintenant  Wilmot,  of  the  British  Light  horse,  is  Just 
bro^  hi  wounded.  I  shall  send  him  on  to  four  lane  End  to  morroif . 
There  are  a  Number  of  prisoners  of  war  here^  &  more  Coming  ra. 
I  should  be  glad  to  have  your  opinion  where  it  will  be  beet  to  send 
them. 

New  Town,  Jan.  6,  1777. 

Directed f 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  at  Philadelphia. 


t  1 

William  Bigeabbs  to  Council  of  Safety,  1777. 

Bhr: 

You  will  please  to  take  notice  that  the  Signals  fVom  Philadelphia 
to  Lewis  Town  are  a  great  Expence  to  the  Pmblick,  and  ought  to  be 
of  some  use — as  the  matter  seems  to  be  Conducted  at  present,  do 
not  find  they  are  of  any,  for  when  there  is  an  Alarm,  Henry  Fishar 
at  Lewis  Town,  who  has  the  Care  of  the  First  Boat,  never  makes 
any  use  of  her,  but  sends  of  the  Horseman ;  what  can  be  hi^  reasQiia 
are  best  known  to  himself — I  think  it  my  Doty  to  aoQuaint  yon  off 
this  matter ;  you  will  please  to  direct  as  may  M  thougat  beet .    ' 

The  last  order  on  the  store  for  some  Tackles  was  a  few  days  ago ; 
I  was  obliged  to  take  them  from  a  small  Schooner  which  I  have  at 
the  Whar^  as  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  buy  one  Coil  of  Rope  in  the 
Town.  I  was  promised  a  supply  by  Mr.  Ross,  who  has  a  quantity, 
but  he  is  gone  to  Virginia  ;  what  I  shall  do  next  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  say.     Would  it  be  improper  for  the  Publick  (who  is  in 
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great  want)  to  take  what  Cordage  and  Hemp  he  has  got,  payine  or 
returning  the  Yalnej  as  "Mr.  IIobb  is  not  on  the  Spot,  and  if  hi# 
Rope  Maker  will  not  work  it  up  let  some  other  Person  ?  This 
Manu&ctory,  with  all  the  Negros,  are  to  be  sold;  will  it  nol  )be 
worth  the  notice  of  the  Council  of  Safety  ? 

Should  General  Washington  be  so  lucky  as  to  drive  the  Enemy 
out  of  the  Jersies,  will  they  not  make  a  bold  push  to  attack  hs  by 
water,  and  that  mooh  Earlier  in  the  Spring  than  we  are  aware  efr 
Is  not  Billings  Port  by  nature  Capable  of  being  made  very  Stroog, 
80  as  to  support  the  Cheveux  de  Frise  that  may  be  sunk  in  the 
Cbaaneli  that^  with  oar  other  Force  may  be  a  means  of  keeping  them 
baok|  with  the  help  of  the  Fire  ships  and  Boats  ?  Suppose  they 
shonld  surmount  all  those  Difficulties  and  get  a  breast  of  this  Town, 
have  we  not  a  second  Chance,  and  I  think  a  very  good  one,  namely, 
a  Number  of  Fire  Ships  and  Boats  to  be  plao'd  above  and  below 
this  Town,  with  small  Batteries  on  Every  Wharf,  with  the  men  irell 
Cover'd  ?  When  the  Ships  get  before  your  Town,  they  must  stay : 
they  cannot  Slip  and  run  of;  the  Channel  is  so  narrow  that  one  of 
there  largest  Ships  Cant  Come  -to  sail- without  keeping  in  the  middle 
of  the  Channel,  which  is  not  to  be  done  unless  they  are  favoured  in 
a  particnlar  manner  with  Wind  and  Tide. 

Sir,  aa~  I  have  no  Prdtenasions  to  Military  affairs,  tior  woad  I  by 
any  means  appear  too  busy,  so  be  assur'd  I  have  only  thrown  out 
those  bints  for  your  Perusal,  and  am  your  most  Obed* 

hum***  Serv*, 

WM.  RICHARDS. 

I  M'  Thomaa  Wharton,  Jnn',  pres*  at  M'  Nesbits. 


Thos.  Nelson  to  Council,  &c.,  1777. 

Baltimore,  Jan^  6<^,  1777. 
Sir, 

C^p*.,  Douriitj,  who  has  taken  charge  of  the  Loan  Office  eertifl* 
ettea  fcft  the  Eastern  States,  will  be  in  want  of  a  guard  to  eeoort 
khn  «a  far  as  Hartford  in  Connecticut.  I  am  thefelbre  desired  t0 
remeat  the  favor  of  you  to  order  one  for  that  purpose,  which  we 
tfamk  OQgiit  to  dbosist  of  six  Horsemen,  who  will  expedite  the  tfm^ 
tsjaHee  el  these  oenificates.  Cap*.,  Doughty  will  be  in  PUhd^- 
pliia  OB  tie  19^  Inatant. 

I  am,  on  behalf  of  the  board  of  Treasury, 
Sir,  Tour  obed*  H"*  Serv*, 

THO.  NELSON,  Jr. 

To  the  HonUe  The  President  of  the  Council  of  Safbty  of  FeM^ 
ftylvaaia.    By  Exptesi. 
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Orbbb  John  Hazelwood  to  Capt.  Wm.  Watuks,  1777. 

Cap*.,  W-i  Wttkins, 

Sir,  . 

You  moflt  Proceed  to  Phil'.,  with  the  Prisners  &  wtite  on  the 
CommaodiDg  officer  there  or  the  GouDoile  of  Safety,  and  £ither  of 
them  will  give  joa  Directions  about  them.    -^ 

Your  Hum»  Sev*, 

JOHN  HAZELWOOD. 

Bristol,  \ 

Janr  6%  1777.  J 

To  Cap*.,  W-.  Watkins,  Esq'. 


Obn.  Putnam  to  Council  op  Saibty,  1777. 

Bordentown,  Jan^  6, 1776.  [7.] 

Sir, 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  care  in  forwarding  the  arama* 
nition  to  Bristol.  I  shall  send  an  express  immediately  to  Col. 
Goates,  who  commands  at  Bristol,  with  orders  to  send  one  waggon 
load  of  it  after  me.  I  arrived  at  this  place  this  moiriing,  where  I 
found  about  500  of  the  militia  &  a  few  continental  troops,  who 
were  left  by  accident  by  Gen.  Washington  at  Trenton  on  the  night 
of  his  march  to  Princetown.  I  expect  with  the  troops  I  brought 
with  me,  and  with  those  that  have  and  will  join  me,  to  proceed  on 
to  Trenton  with  about  1000  men  this  afternoon.  I  am  sorry  to 
inform  yon  that  a  whole  company  (the  Captain  &  one  lame  nan 
excepted)  deserted  from  my  corps  last  night.  They  belona  to 
Berks  or  Bucks  county.  A  messenger  is  just  now  come  in  mm 
beyond  Princetown,  who  informs  that  General  -Washington  ia  nowt 
9Ut  Plttokamm,  18  miles  to  the  north  of  Brunswick,,  where  he  axMCli 
tp,be Joined  by  Gen^  Heath,  at  the  head  of  a  oonsiderable  booly  oC 
new  England  &  Jersey  militia.  The  enemy  who  fled  with.precipita- 
tion  in  the  night  from  Princeton  the  evening  after  they  arrivect 
there  from  Trenton,  are  now  at  Brunswick.  They  have  sent  a 
large  quantity  of  their  baggage  to  South  Ambov,  from  which  it 
appears  probable  that  if  they  are  pushed  a  little  longer  by  our 
tjRQope;  th^  will  retreat  to  New  York.  Our*  future  aneoess  depepda 
upon  speedy  reinforcements.    I  hope  therefore  you  wiUiOontinv^.to 
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send  forwmrd  the  militia  as  fast  as  tbey  oome  into  town  with  your . 
usual  zeal  and  industry  in  the  service  of  oar  country. 

I  am  sLt;  with  great  respect, 

your  most  obedient 

humble  servant, 

ISRAEL  PUTNAM. 

P.  S. — Major  MiiilfD  at  the  bead  of  120  men  attacked  a  body  of 
250  tory  recruits,  in  Moomoutb  county,  a  few  days  ago ;  killed  4 
of  them,  and  took  24  prisoners.  They  were  all  enlisted  during  the 
American  rebellion. 

Cap^,  Smith  with  about  30  riflemen,  has  brought  in  22  prisoners, 
with  a  waggon  containing  all  the  baggage  of  the  Officers  of  the  35^^ 
regiment.     They  were  taken  between  Prinoetown  and  Brunswick. 

Directed. 

The  Honble  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq^,  Presid*  of  the  Counsel  of 
Safety,  Phihid\ 

public  service,  | 
by  express.      J 


Wm.  Richards  to  Council  &c.,  1777 

Philad*.  Jan'y  7<*  1777. 
Sir, 

Many  are  the  regulations  that  are  wanting  in  the  Fleet  that  mtfst 
come  from  your  Board,  if  you  Expect  they  will  be  attended  to. 

In  the  Painting  the  Vessels  there  is  great  waste  for  want  of  a 
Painter  which  should  be  a  man  on  Pay  that  must  follow  your  Di- 
recUons  in  a  general  manner,  I  think  Every  Vessels  Bottom  ought 
to  be  pa}-M  up  to  the  Bend  with  Turpentine,  Brimstone  &  oyl,  which 
IS  a  fine  Coat  for  fresh  water,  and  not  part  of  the  Bottom  to  be  pay'd 
with  White  Lead,  and  that  to  be  put  on  by  People  who  do  not  un- 
derstand It,  is  a  very  great  waste,  the  inside  to  be  painted  wjtli 
Spaniih  Brown,  Venetian  red,  and  black,  the  Cabins  to  be  a  stone 
Golour^'tbe  Barge  to  be  the  same  colour  as  Ihe  outside  of  the  Galley; 
is  Kzcept  the  stern  sheets,  that  to  be  painted  red  and  blue.  Thiar 
Mi^oladoB  will  save  a  deal  of  monies. 

I  beg  that  as  soon  as  the  Vessels  are  laid  up  the  Commodore  nay- 
be  deair'd  to  fix  a  seneral  Indent  for  the  Boats,  that  to  be  Printed, 
with  Olden  that  when  any  thing  is  wanted  by  Gunner,  BoatswaiBy; 
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aid  ao  on  to  Srerj  offioer,  that  he  ahall  make  it  phtin  to  aaid  Cc 
mander  what  is  beoome  of  it,  or  how  Expended, 
as  those  matters  oceor  to  me  I  will  mention  them. 

remain  your  most  Obed* 

Hum**  Serr* 

WM.  RICHARDS. 

Directed, 

Mr.  Thomas  Wharton  Jan',  pres^  ^ 

at  Dr.  Neslits. 


Gen.  Knox  to  Col,  Bidblb^  1777. 

Morris  Town  Jan^  7  1777 

Gen*,  Knox  begs  Colo  Biddle  to  inquire  whether  the  Brass  Cannon 
are  Casting,  if  not  the  reasons  of  ye  Delay  with  his  ezertioos  to  for- 
ward the  busines  to  the  utmost  of  his  Power.  He  likewise  begs  him 
to  see  what  situation  the  Laboratory  for  ye  Preparation  of  ye  Fixed 
Ammunition  is  in  and  sett  it  going  in  ye  Most  Spirited  manner. 

Also  ye  Carriage  makers  for  ye  mounting  the  Cannon  that  may 
be  Cast. 

20,000  Cannister  Shott  with  fla'  Carts,  for  3  pd' 


30,000 

do 

•                • 

.  6pd' 

8,000  Round  Balls 

• 

do. 

.  8  pd' 

10,000          do. 

• 

do. 

.  6pd' 

2,000  Can  Shott 

• 

do. 

12  pd' 

2,000  round 

• 

do. 

12  pd' 

Orders  from  General  Knox  Moxris  Town  Janr  7^^  1777 


Lord  Stirling  to  —  S ^  1777. 

* 

New  Town  Jan^  7,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  hare  reeeived  your  letter  of  Festerday  date,  am  mneh  obliged 
Wjim  for  the  Intelligence  Communicated,  and  shall  order  the'printed 
reeoWes  to  be  dispersed  thro'  the  most  public  parts  of  this  Oountry. 
I  shall  send  off  to  Philadelphia  about  70  British  prisoners  tomoiTow 
morning,  Gen*  Washington  has  upwards  of  200  more  with  him,  some 
more  I  understand  are  gone  by  Burlington ;  I  haye  Just  reeeiTed  a 
Idler  from  Gen>  Washingtons  Secretary  he  says  the  loss  of  the  Enemy 
It  Prinoetown  was  at  least  500;  including  killed  &  prisoneza  $  n«m)>er 
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of  tbeir  wounded  tare  scattered  in  the  farm  houses  so  that  very  few 
of  the  three  Regtments  viz :  the  17%  40*^  &  55<*,  &  60,  dismounted 
light  Horse  made  their  Escape ;  It  was  the  Generals  design  to  hare 
surprised  Brunswick ;  But  the  Enemy's  mainbody  pressed  so  dose 
on  his  Rear  that  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  that  design  &  file  off  te- 
the  left  at  Kingston  on  the  5^  he  was  at  Pluckimin  about  16  mile  to 
the  North  West  of  Brunswick,  by  possessing  the  Hills  in  that  Ootta- 
try  he  will  be  able  to  make  the  seituation  of  the  Enemy  yery  uamnf' 
in  East  Jersey,  I  doubt  not  it  will  oblige  them  to  abandon  it. 
with  much  respect  &  Esteem 

I  am 
your  most  Humble  Serr*. 

STIRLINO. 

James  Reynolds  &  the  other  two  deserters  went  to  Philadelphia 
yesterday. 
From  the  Earl  of  Stirling  dated  Newtown  Jan.  7.  1777 


Gbst.  Putnam,  to  Council,  &c.  1777. 

Trenton  7«  Janu'  1777. 
Sir, 

I  am  happy  to  tell  yon  that  by  a  Letter  just  received  from 
Excellency  1  am  informed  that  the  Loss  of  the  Enemy  in  the  Attack 
at  Prince  town  amounts  in  killed,  Wounded  &  Prisoners  to  near  600. 

The  Letter  is  dated  at  Pluckamin  5^  In'  where  he  intends  remain-' 
ing  for  a  few  Days  to  refresh  his  Army  which  as  well  as.  the  Enemy^S' 
has  had  hard  Ihity — He  is  in  great  Hopes  with  the  Assistanee  of 
Heaven  to  drive  them  entirely  out  of  the  Jerseys. 

I  am  ordered  to  take  Poet  at  Crosswiz  to  which  Place  I  shall  march 
to  morrow  morning. . 

It  will  be  Policy  to  make  our  strength  at  least  three  Times  as  great 
as  it  is.  Nevertheless  encouraging  the  Militia  to  march  on  as  fast  a« 

Cible  &join  me  at  Crosswiz.     His  Excellency  has  ordered  all  the 
c^ge  Wagons,  to  be  sent  from  Burlington  to  him. 
You  will  please  to  show  this  to  the  Committee  of  Congress  aa 
Scarcity  of  Paper  obliges  mo  to  omit  writing  this  being  the  only 
Piece  I  conld  procure. 

I  am  Sir 

Your  hb«  Serv*  , 

ISRAEL  PUTNAM., 
XHreeUd.  '■ 

On  Public  Service,  Thomas  Wharton  Esq'  Preudent  of  the  Coim« 
oil  of  Safety  for  the  Stttte  of  Pinnsylvania  at  Philadelphia. 

Eaajpreu  ^-Permit  the  Bearer  to  pass  to  Philad"  ^  order  Qfi^ 
PntwD,  Jul'  7  177  Jopa-  Mifflia  D.  Q.  M.  G.     > 
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Col.  Irvine  to  Council,  1777. 

Carlisle,  January  7**,  1777. 

Gentlemen, 

I  am  well  informed  that  Congress  Resolved  last  Friday  that  all. 
the  field  Offioers  lately  taken  at  Trent  Town,  should  be  offered  in 
exchange  for  General  Lee.  As  I  am  the  only  Field  officer  belonginff 
to  this  State,  who  has  it  in  their  power,  I  believe,  to  address  you,  1 
look  on  it  my  duty,  as  well  on  behalf  of  my  brother  Officers  who  are 
suffering  as  my  own,  to  throw  you  out  a  few  crude  hints.  Tho  I 
would  not  be  understood  to  insinuate  any  thing  against  the  good 
intentions  of  Congress,  yet  sure  I  am  that  they  could  not  have  thought 
properly  in  this  matter.  It  militates  entirely  against  this  state,  aa 
it  is  their  Field  officers  only  who  are  Prisoners.  I  dare  say  I  speak 
from  my  own  feelings,  that  seven  or  eight  officers  of  Rank,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, when  they  heard  of  the  late  fortunate  affair  at  Trent  Town 
were  much  lifted,  but  how  must  their  spirits  be  depressed  or  rather 
agitated,  when  they  hear  that  to  release  a  favorite,  their  happiness  ^ 
must  be  sacrificed,  how  ever  great  a  man  Gen^  Lee  is,  I  am  as 
willing  as  any  man  to  allow  him  every  thing  he  merits,  yet  must 
say  it  is  neither  Justice  nor  perhaps  good  policy  that  he  should  be  ao* 
bighly  favoured  at  the  ezpenoe  of  so  many  men  who  are  as  willing 
as  he  to  servo  their  Country,  ^  who  knows  but  some  of  them  may 
yet  be  as  able,  let  me  ask  what  great  services  has  he  yet  done.  As 
General  Washington  has  ample  powers  I  hope  the  Council  will  in- 
terest themselves  with  him  that  Justice  may  be  done  the  Officers  of 
Penn\,  If  the  matter  is  properly  stated  to  his  Excellency  he  has  too 
much  Candor  not  to  do  it.     I  am,  Gentlemen, 

With  great  Regard, 

Your  most  Ilumble  servant, 

WM.  IRVINE. 
Directed. 

The  Hon**".  The  Council  of  Safety,  for  Pennsylvania. 


CoL.  Francis  Johnston  to  Council,  1777. 

Gentlemen. 

I  must  beg  leave  to  lay  before  yon  a  few  objections  against  the 
late  appointments  of  Field  Officers,  which  your  Uonorable  Board 
fiave  tbought  proper  to  make  in  this  State. 

On  the  5«  Januaiy  last  the  Second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  &  nx%h' 
Pennsylvania  Battalions  were  rais'd  by  your  Honorable  Board,  in 
consoquonce  of  an  order  rcoeiv'd  from  Congress  for  that  purpose : 
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Among  the  several  officers  appointed,  I  had  tbe  Honor  of  reeeiyhig 
a  LieaV  Colonels  Commission  as  third  eldest  in  Rank.  Under  tlriM 
appointment  I  most  chearfalij  acquiesed  &  still  should,  were  I  not 
apprehensive  the  late  appointments  would  naturally  bring  in  Question 
my  Reputation  and  Character  as  an  Officer. 

I  have  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  see  almost  every  Field  OfficeTi 
inferior  in  Rank  to  myself  in  the  above  battalions  promoted  over  me, 
one  of  them  immediately  over  my  Head.  This  I  humbly  oonoeive, 
argues  a  want  of  ability  or  Merit  in  mo,  or  much  superior  Merit  in 
them.  If  your  Honorable  Board  shou'd  only  suggest  the  latter  to 
be  the  case,  the  regard  I  bear  my  Country  will  assuredly  induce  mo 
to  submit  to  the  appointments.  On  the  contrary  shou'd  our  preten- 
sions appear  equal,  then  I  most  confess  I  shall  esteem  myself 
aggrieved,  till  your  Honorable  Board  determine,  that  I  shall  still 
retain  my  Rank,  notwithstanding  these  appointments.  The  appoint- 
ment of  Lieu^  Colonel  Penrose  (though  be  is  a  worthy  officer)  seems 
to  be  particularly  hard  &  wou'S  appear  so  to  any  officer  possessed  ctf 
the  smallest  degree  of  Military  Spirit,  more  especially  when  it  is 
known  that  several  worthy  Members  of  the  Council,  have  oandidljr 
deolared  an  Error  was  oommitted  in  this  appointment,  in  oonseqaence 
of  a  belief  that  Colonel  Penrose  was  the  elder  Officer.  I  most  repeat 
it  again  it  appears  peculiarly  hard  that,  I  should  submit  to  tbe 
oommands  of  an  Officer,  whom  I  few  days  before  Commanded.  li 
if  a  degree  of  hardship  which  I  cannot  submit  to.  My  sinoere  regard 
for  the  regularity  of  the  service  will  prompt  me  to  continue  in  this 
Bentiment  However  I  humbly  submit  the  merits  of  my  Complain^ 
to  the  Wise  determination  of  your  Honorable  body,  firmly  detirminod 
to  abide  by  it,  be  it  what  it  may.  f 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant,  ^ 

FRANCIS  JOHNSTON. 

Direcied, 

The  Honble  The  Council  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania. 


Lord  Stirlinq  to  R.  MorrIs,  &c.  1777. 
a 

Newtown,  Jan.  8, 1777, 

9  o'clock  P.  M. 
Jy  Sir, 

Since  I  wrote  you  this  evening,  I  have  received  the  enclosed  letter 
from  Glen*-  Stephens,  by  which  you  will  find  the  Enemy  are  in  motion, 
but  their  destination  uncertain,  I  think  they  dare  not  go  into  canton- 
ments again  in  New  Jersey.  The  pay  master  Gen"-  is  Exhausted 
which,  I  am  afraid,  will  have  fatal  consequencea  on  l\xQ  i««iu\\Aii% 
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Berrioe,  unleM  his  coffers  liere  and  at  PeckskiU  are  soon  replenished ; 
ihis  serYioe  I  seed  not  say  is  of  the  utmost  importanoe  towards  the 
Sooeess  of  the  next  Campaign.    With  sincere  regard,  I  am, 

Yonr  most  Hamble  Servant, 

STIRLING. ' 
Directed^ 
The  Hon^*  Bobert  Morris,  Esq'**  &  Committee  of  Congress. 


JaMSS  TlLQHMAlSr  TO  COUNCIL  &0.,  1777. 

Jan.  8%  1777. 
Gentlemen :  • 

Upon  being  informed  that  there  wore  People  outting  Wood  off 
the  Commons  without  any  authority,  I  took  a  walk  this  morning  td 
see  into  the  matter,  and  found  a  number  of  People  in  the  ExeoatioA 
of  this  kind  of  Plunder,  who  had  no  excuse  but  that  others  did  ths 
same  thing.  I  perauade  myself  yon'l  be  of  Opinion  that  ftstov 
ought  to  bo  put  to  so  flagrant  an  invasion  of  Property,  and  I  rabnut 
it  whether  it  may  not  be  expedient  for  the  Council  to  issue  their 
order  to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  to  seise  any  wood  thus  nnlai^ 
fally  eat,  for  the  use  of  the  Poor,  and  to  bring  the  persona  ae 
Offlfonding  before  the  Board  in  order,  to  be  made  sensible  that  they 
must  not  repeat  this  kind  of  Injury.  I  am  certain  there  are  not 
loss  than  ten  or  a  dozen  Carts  and  Waggons  now  running  in  the 
Carriage  of  Wood  off  the  Commons.  The  Proprietors  have  never 
converted  any  of  this  wood  to  their  own  private  emolument,  but  left 
it  for  the  accommodation  of  the  City,  and  in  times  of  scarcity  of 
wood  have  parcelled  it  out  to  the  Poor,  which  is  an  advantage  to 
the  City  which  will  soon  be  entirely  lost  if  some  stop  be  not  put  to 
the  present  depredations.  I  am  sorry  to  be  troublesome  to  yoU| 
Gentlemen,  but  I  thought  in  Justice  to  the  Proprietors  and  the  city, 
I  could  not  omit  this  application. 

I  am  y  most  Ob*  Ser*, 

JAMES  TILGHMAN. 
Directed, 

To  The  Hon'ble  Council  of  Safety. 
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Lord  Stirukq  to  B.  M.  [Morbis?],  1777. 

New  Town,  Jany.  8%  1777. 
Af  J  dear  Sir : 

I  have  l>eeQ  yery  HI  at  this  plaee  for  some  days  past  owing  to 
'^hat  I  suffered  in  oar  Expedition  to  Trenton  on  the  26  Dec'.  Id  a 
Ijetter  I  have  Just  receiyed  from  Oeneral  Stephen,  dated  at  Trentoa 
this  morning,  in  which  are  the  following  words.  ''  Thero  is  a  report 
^<  that  General  How  intends  to  push  tofrards  DelawarOi  and  for 
'<  Philadelphia,  with  7000  men,  which  he  has  made  up  from  his 
''  different  Posts  to  reinforce  his  army  in  the  Jersey's,  and  in  his 
''  turn  will  take  no  notice  of  General  Washington  being  in  his  rear* 
'<  This  is  said,  my  Lord,  to  be  authentic  Intelligenoe.''  If  it  should 
prove,  our  best  chance  is  by  vigiknce  to  prevent  their  crosing 
the  River,  for  I*  have  no  Troops  with  me  expect  some  trifling 
Guards  of  Militia.  I  have  taken  every  precaution  to  keep  the 
boats  on  this  side,  but  if  this  severe  weather  .continues  the  river 
will  be  Passable  on  the  Ice  in  many  places }  it  will,  therefore,  be 
neoessary  to  Collect  all  the  Troops  we  can,  and  have  them  ready 
to  oppose  the  Passage  of  the  River,  or  Join  General  Washington 
as  occasion  may  require.  I  now  write  to  Col.  Weedon,  who  is 
at  Philad*  to  Collect  all  the  recovered  sick  of  the  whole  army  from 
wherever  they  are.  I  am  told  there  are  some  Maryland  Troops  on 
their  way  to  Philad%  and  two  Regiments  of  Virginia  Troops  at  the 
Head  of  the  Bay.  I  know  not  what  orders  any  of  them  are  nndeCp 
Bnl  I  think  they  had  all  be  better  ordered  up  as  soon  as  Possible, 
wherefore,  unless  you  know  that  Congress  have  destined  them  other- 
wise, I  must  request  the  favour  of  you  to  forward  the  Inclosed  Let- 
iirsto  the  Commanding  Officers  of  all  those  Troc^  to  come  forward 
as  soon  as  Possible,  and  to  the  Commissary  of  Provisions  to  provide 
properly  for  them.  Be  pleased  also  to  Communicate  this  to  the 
Council  of  Safety  &  Boaid  of  War. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  &c., 

STIRLING. 

In  order  to  save  I  must  request  the  &v'  of  you  to  desire  th« 
board  of  war  to  direct  the  Commissarie  to  make  the  neoessary  Pre- 
paration of  Provisions  &  ammunition.  If  any  of  them  are  in  want 
of  armsj  I  have  some  Hundreds— please  to  direct  and  forward  tho 
others. 

Copy. 
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Dr.  Db  Normandik  to  Council  op  Safety,  1Y77. 


Gentlemen : 


Bristol,  Jan^  9»^,  1777. 


The  number  of  Wonnded  and  Sick  in  this  Hospital  exceed  100, 
and  are  in  sach  a  situation  as  not  to  bear  removing  without  great 
pain  and  danger.  By  order  of  the  commanding  officer  in  this  place, 
I  furnished  all  the  Hospital  stores  as  long  as  money  would  procare 
them,  but  this  part  of  the  Country  being  exhausted  of  sundry 
necessary  articles,  oblige  me  to  give  you  this  trouble,  and  to  request 
you  would  order  the  necessaries  agreeable  to  the  annexed  list  to  be 
forwarded  to  Bristol  aa  soon  as  possible. 
I  am  with  the  greatest  respect 

Gentlemen,  Your  most 

Obedient  Humble  Serv*, 

JOHN  A.  C.  DB  NORMANDIB. 

N.  B.  The  stores  forwarded  to  this  place  for  the  use  of  the  sick* 
ftc.,  were,  by  order  of  Collon*  Morris,  part  forwarded  to  the  Jerseys 
for  the  use  of  the  Hospital  there. 


A  List  of  thb  Officers  of  the  Seventh  Battalion  of 
Pennsylvania,  (late  the  Sixth  Battalion)  in  the 
Service  of  the  United  States. 


William  Irvine,  Colonel,      No.  8.  former  Com 
Tho»  Hartley,     Lieut.  Col  No.  2.  do. 

I>avid  Grier,      Major,       No.  2.  do. 

Captains.  First  Lieut's. 

Abraham  Smith,  John  McDonald, 

Samuel  Hoy,  pro.  Mafr.  William  Bratton, 
Jeremiah  Talbert,  John  Grier, 


Wm.  Ripfey, 
Moses  McClean, 
James  Wilson, 
Wm.  Alexander, 
Lewis  Bush. 

Ensigns. 

William  Miller, 
Wm.  Lush, 
Samuel  Kennedy, 
John  Hughes, 


John  Eddie, 
John  Alexander, 
Alexander  Parker, 
Samuel  McFerran, 
Abdel  ^fcAllister, 

Ensigns. 

John  Bush, 
John  King, 
Alexander  Walker, 
Downing, 


mission  10  Jan.  1776.  . 
the  same  day. 

1  June,  1778. 

i 

Second  Lieufs. 

Brooks, 
John  Brown, 
John  Hrgge, 

Irvine, 
Robert  Wilson, 
Sam*  Montgomerj, 
William  Nichols, 
Graham, 

Quarter  Master. 

Robert  Hops, 
Adjutant. 
James  Brooks. 
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As  some  late  Changes  have  happened  in  the  Batt"  at  Ticondaroga, 
Tlie  CooDflel  of  Safety  will  be  pleased  to  suspend  the  Appointments 
of  the  Sargeon,  Surgeon's  Mate  &  Paymaster  for  a  few  days  till  I 
can  inform  them. 

Yours,  &o., 

THOMAS  HARTLEY,  L*  Col>., 

now  commanding  the  above  Bati^. 
J>incied. 


To  the  Honblo  Coanoil  of  Safety  of  Fennm>  Philad*..  Jan^  y* 
^S 1776.  [1777.]  / 


Gbn,  Putnam  to  Council  of  Sapbtt,  1777. 

Crosswicks,  Jan^  9*%  1777. 
GeDtbmeiiy 

I  arrived  here  last  Evening  with  about  Men,  inolnding  a 

pMty  of  Jersey  which  have  joined  me  at  this  Place.  I  received  a 
Letter  from  his  Excellency  last  Evening,  without  Date,  but  sap^ 
posed  to  be  written  7^  Inst.,  he  was  at  Morris  Town,  &  proposed 
refreshing  his  Troops  a  few  Days  at  that  Place  till  the  Arrival  of 
the  Baggage,  which  will  move  on  from  Trenton  to  Day.  The  Disposi- 
tion of  the  Enemy  you  will  learn  from  the  enclosea  minutes,  taken 
by  Lieut.  Hugo,  of  Col.  Richardson's  Maryland  Rigt,  who  made 
his  Escape  with  some  of  our  Prisoners  who  were  sent  out  for 
.  Exchange. 

We  are  informed  by  Cap^  Nixon  that  a  Body  of  Jersey  Militia 
UDder  Oen.  Maxwell,  attacked  &  defeated  1  Keg*  of  Highlanders,  1 
of  Hessian  Troops  at  Spank  Town,  on  Sunday  last — this  accounts 
for  a  heavy  fixing  heard  on  that  Day  by  different  Persons  as  low  as 
Pnnoeton. 

The  Tories  of  Monmouth  are  again  in  Arms.  Col.  Gumey 
marched  to  Day  to  suppress  them ;  the  Militia  of  the  Neighbour- 
hood of  Cranbury  are  embodied  &  impatient  to  join  &  assist  him. 

Coant  Dunhaupe  was  badly  wounded  in  the*  Head  in  the  Skir- 
nrish  at  M*  Holly — as  he  passed  thro'  this  Place  in  a  ChaisCi  he 
Mopped  at  a  neighbouring  House  to  refresh. 

The  smallest  Reinforcement  of  Militia  or  Regular  Troops  will  be 
leoeptable.  £  would  advise  that  all  cross  at  Philad*.  I  have 
ordmd  all  the  Bridges  from  thence  hejc  to  be  laid. 

I  am  Gentlemen,  with  the 

Utmost  Esteem  your 

Ob*  Hum*  Serv*, 

ISRAEL  PUTNAM. 

JXrtdedn 

Thomas  Wharton,  Esq'.,  Presid*  of  the  Council  of  Safety  at 
PhiUdelphia.     Lieut.  Wilkinson. 

8* 
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Col,  Melcher  to  Council,  1777. 

Gent, 

Mr.  Fagan  has  just  discovered  a  Quanty  of  Arms  in  the  Barracks, 
I  believe  they  belong  to  Major  Nichols  of  the  Marines,  will  it  be 
proper  to  send  them  to  Mr.  Towns  f  We  are  much  distressed  for 
Houses,  there  are  many  that  have  a  little  furniture  in  them,  ts  : 
Mr.  Montgomery's,  Gap'  Stiles,  Mr.  Turner,  &c.  Would  it  not  be 
best  to  remove  all  to  one  house  ? — many  Company's  are  expected  t^ 
day,  I  do  not  know  where  to  quarter  them  unless  that  plan  is 
adopted,  or  billet  them  on  the  Inhabitants.  Bioh'  Penn's  House 
would  bo  best  calculated  for  a  store  for  Furniture. 

J  am  Gent,  your  most 

h'bl  Serv*., 

ISAAC  MELCHBR, 

Jaay  9, 1777.        •  Br.  M.  G. 

P.  S.— There  is  not  less  than  2200  MiliUa  now  in  this  City 
waiting  for  armsy  &o.,  able  bodied  men,  and  1400  sick  in  the  differ- 
ent Hospitals. 

Directed. 

To  the  Hon'ble  Council  of  Safety. 


Gbnl.  John  Cadwalader  to  Council,  1777. 

Morris  Town,  9th  Jan'y,  1777. 
Gent'., 

Since  my  Letter  of  this  roonrn'g,  we  have  certain  Informatioa 
that  the  Enemy  left  Eliz'  Town  yesterday,  except  a  small  Guard — 
the  Jersey  militia  sent  out  a  Party  who  intercepted  a  Party  of  Wak 
deckers  (about  50)  &  took  them  all  prisoners — they  then  proceeded 
to  Eliz'  Town  &  took  about  30  Highlanders  who  were  left  with  a 
Schooner  with  Baggage,  they  secured  the  Baggage  and  haye  brought 
it  off.  The  Troops  marched  from  Eliz'  to  Am  boy.  The  Enemy  have 
collected  their  main  Force  near  Brunswic  &  it  is  not,  yet,  known 
what  their  Scheme  is.  I  shall  acquaint  you  from  time  to  time  of 
the  occurrances  that  happen.  I  wish  some  method  could  bo  takei) 
to  enduce  the  deserters  to  join  us  again. 

There  is  ab'  1000  bu's  of  Salt  at  Spank  Town  on  Rawwaj 
Bivcr  ab't  5  miles  above  Woodbridge.     They  are  bringing  it  off. 

I  am,  Gent',  your  most  ob't  Serv't, 

JOHN  CADWALADER. 
Dirtetedf 

To  The  Council  of  Safety,  Philad'a. 
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President  of  Congress  to  the  Assembly,  1777. 

Baltimore,  Jan'j  10th,  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

The  necessity  of  filling  up  the  armj  with  the  ntmost  expedition 
hu  indaoed  Congress  to  direct  me  to  request  that  yon  will  aa  soon 
•i  possible  inform  them  what  socoese  the  recruiting  service  has  had 
in  your  state,  towards  raising  the  troops  required  by  a  resolve  of  the 
16th  of  September,  which  was  formerly  transmitt^  to  you.  I  am 
therefore  most  earnestly  to  entreat  your  compliance  with  that  resolve 
'  as  speedily  as  possible. 

1  have  the  honour  to  bo 

Your  most  Obed'^  & 

very  H'ble  Serv**, 

JOHi*  HANCOCK,  Prest 

The  Hon^i*.  The  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Pa. 

Directed^  On  public  service, 

To  The  Hon.  The  Council  of  Safety  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Philadelphia.     Congress,  Baltimore, 

JOHN  HANCOCK, 


Capt.  Daniel  Joy  to  Council  of  Safety,  1777- 

Beading  Furnace,  Jan'y  10th,  1777. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Old  this*  moment  received  yours  of  yesterday  ^  Express,  & 
be  desires  me  to  inform  you  that  above  all  things  he  shall  attend  to 
it^s  contents,  and  will  exert  himself  to  the  utmost  to  comply  with 
your  request,  first  in  sending  the  three  pound  shot,  then  the  otherfi 
as  fut  as  possible.  They  are  casting  the  different  size  Shott  as  fast 
as  possible,  having  five  Potters  that  doth  nothing  else ;  by  to  morrow 
Night  they  will  have  cast  that  is  not  sent  off  about  four  tons  of  the 
folh>wing  kiode :  3K>,  211b,  21b,  l^lb,  lib,  &  half  pounds,  with  a 
quantety  of  Canester  Shot.  The  greatest  difficulty  will  be  in  getting 
Teams  to  hall  them  down.  But  if  it  cannot  be  don  by  agreement  I 
must  exercise  the  authority  of  Impressing  with  which  I  am  invested 
by  the  Committee  of  Congress  for  transaction  the  Continential  busi- 
ness of  this  State. 
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You  may  rest  usared  that  mj  endeavoars  shall  not  be  wanting 
in  forwarding  the  Service  as  mneh  as  lays  in  mj  Power. 

I  remain  with  much  Esteemy 

Yonr  H'ble  Serv*, 

DANIEL  JOT. 

N.  B.|  Ton  bavn  in  the  State-house  yard  Sevwal  two  poand  oanood 
llonnted  on  traveling  oarriages  &  not  a  shot  for  them.  There  waa 
4mo  tons  of  shot  sent  down  this  week  of  the  following 

62  Eighteen  pound  shot 
250  three        do. 
400  one  do. 

300  half  do. 

1350  H  do. 

815  pounds  of  canester  shot.   ^ 

Directedf 
To  The  Hon^^«  Thomas  Wharton,  jun'i  at  Philadelphia. 


Sizes 


Gen.  John  Cadwaladbe  to  Couhoil,  1777. 

Morris  Town,  10  Jan^,  1777. 
Gent" : 

Onr  Militia  is  mnch  reduced  by  desertion  &  other  causes.  Many 
persons  thought  onr  leaving  Prince  Town  was  a*  Retreat,  and  im- 
mediately pushed  off  to  Careeirs  Ferry  &  other  places,  thinking 
it  more  safe  to  retire  in  small  Parties  than  with  the  main  Body. 
This  Idea  has  been  a  great  Disadvantage  to  our  Schemes,  and  ever 
will,  when  privates  undertake  to  judge  of  the  motives  of  a  General 
by  his  Movements. 

'  Some  Steps  should  be  immediately  taken  to  enduce  the  refugees 
to  return.  I  reoe*  your  Favor  last  Night,  &  was  not  surprised  thai 
^ou  should  not  know  where  the  Army  was.  I  wrote  you  the  parti- 
eulars  of  our  movements,  by  M'  Casdrop,  Pray  remember  the 
Shoes,  Stoekings,  &o. 

I  am,  Gent.| 

Your  most  ob  Servant, 

JOHN  CADWALADER. 

J)ireciedf 

To  the  H6n»>«  The  Council  of  Safe^,  Philad*. 
Oap>  Howell. 
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Col.  Flowbr  to  Commander  at  Bristol,  1777. 

Morris  Towd,  12th  Jan'j,  1777. 
H^ad  Quarters. 
Sir: 

It  is  Bis  Ezoelknoy,  Oen'  Washington^  Express  Orders  that  a|l 
tbe  Amntiition  now  in  Bristol,  and  all  that  is  Coming  on  from  Phiku 
be  Immediately  Sent  on  to  the  Army  the  Safest  and  Shortest  roo^ 
with  a  Sufficient  Guard,  directed  to  me  or  to  Brigadier  Qenl.  EnoZy 
at  or  near  Head  Quarters,  &  if  the  Army  should  ^remoTe  from  this 
place,  to  follow  with  the  utmost  Dispatch. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  ObedS 

Hum.  Ser^i 

BENJ.  FLOWER, 

Commi'y  Gen'l  of  Mil'y  Stores. 

Directed^ 

On  Public  Service.     To  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Bristol. 
Permit  this  Express  to  Pass  to  Bristol. 

Benj.  Flowsr,  0.  O.  M.  & 
^  Capt  Brown. 


Col.  John  Parke  to  Council  of  Safety,  1777. 

Bristol,  Jan.  15,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  received  from  the  Hon.  Council  sometime  past,  six  Waggons  of 
Ammunition,  which  I  immediately  forwarded  to  G^n.  Putnam  aft 
Groeawioks,  where  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  hear  they  are  safe 
anived.  There  is  one  load  of  ammunition  arriv'd  here  since,  whiofi 
appears  to  be  for  the  Use  of  the  Troops  under  Lord  Stirling.  Therf 
are  also  a  number  of  12  Lb.  Cartridges  here,  but  of  no  use  to  Geik 
Washington,  there  being  no  metal  of  that  W'  with  him.  I  humbly 
conceive  that  an  order  from  the  Board  for  that  ammunition  witA 
Gen.  Putnam,  will  supply  all  Exigencies. 

Your  most  ObedS 

humble  Serv*, 

JOHN  PARKE,  L*  Col. 
Dirertedj 

To  Tbos.  Wharton,  Ju',  Esq',  Pres**  of  the  Council  of  Safety.*^ 
On  public  Service. 


182  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCfflVES  17T7. 


Ordbr  of  Council  op  Safety,  1777. 

In  Council  of  Safety. 

Philadelphia,  January  13th,  1777. 

Whereas,  the  several  Counties  of  this  State  ought  to  furnish  a 
Quantity  of  grain  for  Horse  feed,  and  it  is  neoessarj  that  everj  part 
should  furnish  its  proportion.  Therefore,  Besolyed|  That  the  se? era! 
Counties  furnish  the  loUowing  proportionsy  viz. 


Philada  County 
Backs 

Chester 

Lancaster 

Berks 

Northampton  '. 

York 

Cumberland 


4000 
4000 
4000 
6000 
4000 
4000 
4000 
4000 

88000 


And  that  circular  letters  be  sent  to  the  respective  County  Com- 
mittees, requestiug  them  to  regulate  the  same  by  directing  every 
Township  to  furnish  a  certain  part,  in  order  each  individual  may 
have  it  at  his  option  to  do  this  essential  service  to  their  Country. 


John  Walters  to  Owen  Biddlb,  1777. 

Sr., 

I  have  a  quantity  of  Crude  Sulpher  to  refine  for  y*  Hon.  Cpun- 
oile  of  Safety;  under  a  notion  that  y*  price  of  Wood  woud  fall,  I  did 
not  lay  in  a  sufficient  quantity ;  owing  to  the  unexpected  distraction 
of  the  times  there  is  none  now  to  be  purchasst  at  any  price ;  unless 
I  can  get  a  supply  I  must  stop  my  Work.  There  is  a  Wood  near 
my  House  that  supplys  the  Barracks,  and  where  I  am  informed  I 
may  supply  myself,  provided  I  have  an  Order  from  the  Councile  of 
Safety  for  that  purpose.  I  beg  you  will  furnish  me  with  such  an 
ord^r ;  my  own  Servants  will  cutt  it  down  and  I  am  willing  to  pay 
any  reasonable  price  for  the  Wood. 

I  am,  S', 

Your  most  Humble  Serv*. 

JOHN  WALTERS. 
Spring  Gardens,  14th  Jan.,  1777. 

Direded, 

To  M' Owen  Biddle,  Prest. 
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jKesolution  of  Congress  and  Noticb  from 

Treasury,  1777. 

In  Congress. 

Baltimore,  Janaary  14th|  1777. 

Retolved,  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  Loan  Offices  be  direoted 
to  receiTe  the  Bills  of  Credit,  heretofore  emitted  by  the  States  in 
which  they  respectively  hold  their  Offiocs,  for  such  Sums  as  shall  be 
ordered  by  the  CommissioDcrs  of  the  Treasury,  or  the  Continental 
Treasurer,  from  Time  to  Time,  for  Continental  purposes,  within 
rach  States  respectively. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Sccr^. 


Trecuury- Office,  Baltimore,  January  30,  1777. 

Sir, 

In  Consequence  of  the  above  Resolve,  I  am  directed  by  the 
Treasary  to  inform  you,  that  they  think  it  adviseable  for  the  Com- 
ttisrioneiB  of  the  Loan  Offices  to  consult  with  the  Councils  of 
Committees  of  Safety  of  their  respective  States,  and  inform  them- 
selves with  the  Sums  of  Money  that  may  be  wanted  for  the  ensuing 
Campaign,  to  pay  and  subsist  the  Continental  Troops  that  may  be 
itationed  therein,  for  Defence  of  such  States ;  and  also  to  answer 
tiie  Demands  of  the  several  States  against  the  Continent.  Having 
thus  proceeded,  you  will  please  to  receive,  for  Loan-Office  Certifi- 
cates, the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  your  State,  before  the  Date  of 
tiie  above  Resolve,  to  the  Amount  of  the  Sums  that  may  be 
specified  as  above,  together  with  such  other  Sums  as  the  Secret 
Committee  shall  desire  you  to  borrow  in  said  Bills,  for  the  Purpose 
of  pi^yiDg  for  Produce,  which*  they  have  Occasion  to  purchase  iu 
Mia  State ;  taking  Care,  at  all  Times,  to  give  the  Preference  to 
Continental  Currency.  I  am  also  to  inform  you,  that  all  the  Money 
borrowed  on  Certificates,  is  to  be  paid  to  either  the  Order  of  Con- 
fess, or  the  Treasurer ;  and  that  other  Warrants  will  not  be  consid- 
ered as  Vouchers,  on  adjusting  the  Accounts  of  your  Office  : 

Being,  Sir,  yon  very  humble  Servant, 

WILLIAM  GOVETT,  A.  Audit.  Gen. 

Directed, 

To  Thomas  Smith  Esqr.,  Commissioner  of  the  Loan  Office  for  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 
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Col.  Flower  to  Council  of  Safety,  1777. 

Morris  Town,  Jan^,  14%  1777. 

GoDt", 

by  order  of  Col*  Benj*  Flower  Coming,  Gen*  of  Mili»^  Stores,  I 
hare  Sent  p'  Bnben  Gillespee  Waggoner,  Fifty-seven  Mnskets  and 
Three  Rifles  to  be  £:uediately  Repaered  for  the  Use  of  the  Gonti- 
nential  Army,  Also  Jhirty  Six  Old  Cartridge  Boxes,  as  p^  Invoios 
inclosed. 

Yonrs,  fte., 

SAM»  FRENCH,  Cond'  of  M^  Store. 

Directed^ 

To  The  Hon"*  Counccll  of  Safety,  at  Philadelphia. 


Standing  Orders  for  tub  Garrison  of  Philadelphia. 

I.  As  soon  as  any  Corps  or  Detachment  marches  into  this  Citj^ 
the  Commanding  Officer  must  wait  on  the  Officer  Commanding  in 
Chief,  and  make  a  report  thereof. 

II.  The  Officers  commanding  Corps  or  Detachments  are  to  nse 
their  utmost  diligence  in  getting  their  men  mustered,  and  equipping 
them ;  for  which  purpose  they  must  make  a  return  to  Messrs. 
Mease  and  Caldwell  of  the  cloathing  wanting,  to  Colonel  Flowers  of 
the  Arms  and  Accoutrements,  and  to  Major  Mifflin  of  the  Havers 
sacks,  &c. 

III.  Every  Officer  coming  into  this  Garrison,  must  make  a  Return 
to  the  Town-Major,  specifying  his  Name,  Bank,  Corps,  date  of 
Commission,  and  Place  where  he  Quarters. 

lY.  The  Adjutant,  or,  where  there  is  no  Adjutant,  some  other 
Officer  appointed  to  do  his  Duty,  must  attend  at  the  Town-Major's 
every  Day  at  eleven  o'clock,  to  receive  Orders.  Should  the  Town« 
Major  be  absent,  his  Orderly  Book  will  be  left  on  the  Table  in  his 
Parlour,  for  the  inspection  of  the  Adjutants. 

v.  When  any  Troops  belonging  to  the  Garrison,  or  on  their  way 
to  Camp,  are  quartered  out  of  the  Barracks,  a  Sergeant  or  Corporiu 
from  each  Corps  is  to  attend  constantly  at  the  Barracks,  to  be  ready 
to  carry  Orders  to  their  respective  Corps ;  for  which  purpose  a  room 
in  the  Barracks  must  be  appointed  for  their  Reception. 

VI.  An  Adjutant,  in  rotation,  is  constantly  to  remain  in  the 
Barracks,  from  whence  he  is  not  to  depart  on  any  Account,  'till 
relieved,  except  when  he  goes  to  the  Town-Major  to  receive  orders; 
but  be  ready  to  receive  and  distribute  Orders. 

Vn.  Whenever  the  Drummer  beats  the  Adjutants  call,  or  first 
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ISI 


tut  of  tbe  Troop,  all  tho  AdjntAnta  in  the  Bamaks,  nnil  orderlj 
Mrgeuib  or  Corporala,  trooi  (Jorps  quurterod  out  of  tbo  Barraoka, 
■n  to  repair  to  the  Pande,  receive  orders,  and  distribute  them  to 
their  respective  Corps. 

Yill.  A  Report  to  be  made  dail;  at  eight  o'clock  io  the  Mom- 
il^df  the  Strength  of  eaah  Corps  aotaRllj  preseot,  Agreeable  to 
Um  fallowing  Form,  to  the  Town-Major,  that  bo  ma;  make  a  general 
fittoni  to  the  commanding  Officer. 

A  HoBMiKO  Betuen  of  the  Rsoiuent,  commanded  by 

1777. 


ii  i 


i  !  1 .  Ill .« tii' 

'sis'i'is'i'i'rs- 


I 

^W  Reports  to  be  made  regularly  by  every  Corps  without  excep- 
^OD,  until  they  march  out  of  Town. 

IX.  A  Field-Officer,  whenever  there  are  four  in  Town,  when  not, 
*  Captain,  tc  attend  daily  at  the  Barracks,  and  do  the  duties  of 
USoei  of  the  Day. 

X  Brery  commissioned  or  non-commissioned  officer  oommsndiog 
■  GoBid,  mnst  every  Uorning  at  eight  o'clock  seod  a  Report  in 
^riting,  agreeable  to  the  following  Form,  to  the  Field  Officer  or 
^pltin  of  the  Bay,  who  ia  to  make  bis  Report  to  the  oommandiog 
Oncers  at  ten  o'clock. 

A  RepOBT  of  Gdabd  1777. 

The  Guard  eottsiBta  of  Subalterns,  Sergeants, 

Corporals,  Dmmmor,  Privates,  and  furnishes 

Sentries  by  Day,  and  by  Night. 


— 

M~ 

1 

ssu 

— 

'■«»- 

ctL. 

■Unordiaariai  Bince  Qnard  moundng. 
Ho  OSoer  eomnianding  a  Guard  muat  reoctve  a  Prisoner  without 
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his  Grime  in  Writing,  and  the  Name  of  the  Penon  by  wbom  qo»> 
fined,  unless  it  be  the  Officer  oommanding  the  Gkrrison,  who  maj 
confine  a  Prisoner  without  giving  in  his  Grime  at  the  time  of  eonfift- 
ing  him. 

XI.  As  soon  as  anj  Corps  or  Party  is  equipped  for  marcbia|^^  the 
commanding  Officer  thereof  is  to  give  twenty-Coor  Honn  noted  td 
Jiigor  Mifflin,  that  Shallops  may  be  provided. 

By  Order  of  Major  General  A.bnold, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Z  ML 


Francis  Gurnby  to  Gbn'l,— 1777 

Shrewsbury  14"  Jan^  1777. 
Dear  Gen' 

I  must  beg  you  will  Immediately  send  me  one  Field  Pieoe,  I  find 
the  Enemy  have  not  got  their  Vessels  oat  of  the  Creeke^  and  should 
the  Artillary  come  in  time  have  no  Donbt  of  taking  them  we  have 
more  plunder  or  rather  Kings  Stores  than  we  can  get  Wagons  to 
carry  off.  I  wish  yon  would  send  forward  all  the  Wagons  you  can 
collect. 

I  wonld  advise  a  Company  to  be  sent  to  the  Conrt  Honse  in  order  to 
press  Wagons  and  bring  them  down  which  they  might  also  Guard 
up.  I  am  Jnst  now  Informed  that  the  Enemy  have  Landed  a  party 
at  Red  Bank  to  the  Northward  of  Black  point,  and  am  ]>etenfune} 
to  march  that  way  Immediately  with  about  one  hundred  men* 

I  am  Dear  Gen'  &o., 

FRANCIS  GURNET. 


Gbn'l  Cadwaladbr  4  othbr  oppicbrs  to 1777. 

Morris  Town  Jannaiy  16*  1777. 
Sir, 

The  Militia  of  the  City  of  Philsdelphia  and  of  the  State  of  P^n- 
sylvania  have  enabled  General  Washington  to  strike  a  Blow  which 
has  greatly  changed  the  Face  of  our  affairs,  and  if  they  can  be  indu- 
ced to  continue  a  few  weeks  longer,  there  is  the  Strongest  probability 
that  the  enemy  will  be  compelled  to  Quit  New  Jersey  entitely.  Bui 
it  is  eztreamly  unlucky  that  the  time  which  they  have  engaged  to 
Serve  is  now  expiring,  and  we  dread  the  consequences  which  may 
follow  from  their  persisting  in  a  resolution  to  return  home. 

The  example  of  the  City  will  probaUy  greatly  inflnenoe  the  wholi 
Militia  of  the  State.  It  is  therefore  of  the  highest  eooseqneiioQ  to 
prevail  on  them,  if  possiblci  to  continue  in  the  Service  until  they  can 
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be  relieved  by  those  who  have  not  yot  appeared  on  the  Field.  If 
they  refnae  and  their  example  should  be  followed  by  the  rest  of  the 
Pennsylvanians,  it  is  but  too  probable  that  General  Washingtcmi 
alter  the  Oioriona  Snocess  which  has  attended  his  measures,  may  be 
c^iged  to  repass  the  Delaware  and  retreat  to  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 

The  filial  eonseqnences  of  such  a  Step  we  need  not  paint  to  yon, 
who  have  so  lately  seen  the  dreadful  eflfeots  produced  by  the  approach 
of  a  formidable  rapacious  enemy.  It  is  our  duty  to  inform  you,  that 
the  Militia  have  undergone  the  greatest  hardships  with  cheerfulness 
and  have  in  every  instance  shown  the  utmost  readiness  to  comply 
with  the  orders  which  have  been  given  them — and  as  all  contracts 
made  by  public  Bodies  ought  especially  to  be  held  Sacred,  we  are  of 
opinion  they  are  entituled  to  an  honorable  discbarge  yet  as  the  Situa- 
tion of  our  affairs  appears  to  require  their  further  service,  they  have 
Virtuously  determined  to  wait  a  few  days  longer  in  expectation  of 
the  Council  of  Safety  taking  effectual  measures  to  supply  their  places 
IS  soon  as  Possible  with  another  Set  of  men  who  yet  remain  behind 
they  justly  observe  that  it  is  very  unreasonable  to  expect  them  to 
continue  in  the  Field  while  a  great  number  of  men  equally  able  to 
bear  arms  are  suffered  to  remain  at  home  with  their  families  enjoying 
in  ipeaoe  at  a  distance  from  the  enemy  all  the  benefits  arising  from 
the  Virtuous  efforts  of  those  who  have  ventured  their  lives  in  the 
defenoe  of  liberty  and  their  country,  they  say  that  every  person  able 
to  bear  aims  (except  those  who  are.  conscientiously  Scrupulous  of 
bearing  arms  in  any  case)  oaght  to  give  their  personal  service  and 
that  some  test  ought  to  be  required  of  every  marij  that  our  Friends 
may  be  distinguished  from  our  Enemies.  It  is  observed  that  a  num* 
ber  of  persons  have  procured  appointments  of  little  consequence 
whioh  they  plead  in  excuse  from  Serving  in  the  Field,  it  certainly 
oonoenis  the  Honor  of  those  .who  make  appointments  ^to  attend  to 
this  complaint  which  is  frequently  repeated.  The  importance  of 
quieting  the  minds  of  the  'Association  your  Honorable  Body  will 
perceive,  and  we  have  no  doubt  it  will  claim  your  immediate  attention 
as  it  oonnot  be  doubted  that  public  measures  ought  to  be  regulated 
by  the  opinions,  temper,  and  disposition  of  the  people-^they  have  long 
seen  public  measures  taken  without  decision  and  unsupported. 

They  have  been  amused  with  promises  of  effectual  regulations  and 
have  been  disappointed  in  every  Instance.  In  short  they  find  cow- 
ards, disaffected  men,  and  open  Enemies  to  the  liberties  of  America 
are  Snffiared  to  go  abroad  sowing  Sedition  and  dispersing  their  poison 
in  every  department  without  punishment  or  notice.  If  these  evils 
are  not  remedied  instantly,  we  tremble  for  the  consequences  to  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  and  to  all  America.  These  States  have  de- 
clared themselves  independant  and  Pennsylvania  depends  on  your 
Board  to  Support  her  Honor  in  this  point. 

We  aio  oontending  for  all  that  is  dear  and  valuable  to  men  and  it 
requires  the  assistance  of  every  individual  to  defend  them  from  a 
Cival  and  powerful!  enemy.    We  wish  to  see  the  Civil  AuUionVj 
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regulate  and  direct  all  our  publio  measures,  and  sbonld  greatly  la- 
ment the  necessity  which  may  compel  the  Military  Power  to  take 
the  direction  into  their  hands  in  order  to  save  this  Country  from  ab- 
solute ruin,  but  you  may  depend  that  the  military  will  exert  its 
authority  whenever  the  weakness,  langour  or  timidity  of  your  oonneili 
ahall  render  it  their  duty  so  to  do,  and  all  the  world  will  justify  them 
in  it.  The  necessity  of  this  we  oonoieve  you  may  prevent  by  issumg 
a  Proclamation  requiring  the  Militia  of  the  City  of  Philad*  and  the 
Oounties  of  Philadelphia,  Chester  and  Bucks,  who  have  not  complied 
with  the  requisition  of  Congress  by  entering  into  service  immediately 
to  join  General  Washington's  Army  or  to  be  banished  this  Country 
and  their  Estates  forfieted,  and  that  a  reasonable  proportion  of  the 
Militia  of  the  other  Counties  be  immediately  embodied  to  relievft 
those  of  their  respective  Counties  now  in  the  Army  when  their  time 
of  service  may  expire.  Those  who  cannot  be  equipped  at  Philadelphia 
may  receive  the  Arms  and  Accoutrements  of  the  men  whom  the^ 
relieve,  and  we  have  no  doubt  but  those  who  are  now  in  servioe  will 
in  due  time  relieve  such  as  shall  take  their  present  posts,  by  this 
regulation  every  man  will  give  that  Assistance  which  the  neoessitj 
of  the  times  requires  the  Honor  and  Credit  of  the  state  will  be  sup- 
ported and  the  liberties  of  America  preserved,  every  man  in  Ginl 
Society  is  equally  entitled  to  the  enjoyment  of  Liberty  and  Safety 
and  is  therefore  bound  to  yeild  an  equal  personal  Service  in  support 
of  it,  and  we  earnestly  recommend  that  the  Council  of  Safety  will 
take  such  effectual  and  spirited  measures  as  will  make  every  persott 
oapable  of  bearing  arms  give  his  personal  Servioe,  and  we  can  assurs 
you  that  the  militia  will  be  ready  at  all  times  to  give  their  support 
to  every  resolution  of  the  Representative  and  Executive  Bodys  whiA 
may  tend  to  promote  the  Honor,  Happiness  and  Freedom  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania.  The  Militia  now  here  have  been  informed 
of  the  Contents  of  this  Letter,  and  have  from  a  firm  belief  of  its 
having  a  good  effect,  agreed  to  stay  a  few  days  longer.  We  therefore 
earnestly  request  that  you  will  inform  the  commanding  officer  here 
as  soon  as  Possible  what  is  likely  to  be  done  herein  that  we  may  take 
our  measures  accordingly. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  great  respect 

Your  most  Obedient  &  very 

Humble  Servants. 

John  Cabwaladbr  Brig'  Gten^ 
dons  Batard  Col.  2nd  Batt» 
Jacob  Morgan  Jun"  Col.  Ist  Bsttn. 
T.  Matt^ack  Col.  R.  B.- 
John Nixon  L*  Col.  3rd  Batt" 
SAMiTETi  Meredith  3rd  Batt*  Major. 
Robert  Knox  Maj'  3rd  Batt" 
Wm.  Bradford  Major  2nd  Batt* 
Jas.  Ooppsrthwaiti  Maj'  Ist  Batt^ 


PENNSYLVANIA  AKCHIVES  1777.  189 


BicHABD  Wells  to  Council  of  Safety,  1777. 

ndemen. 

HftTiDg  very  attentively  considered  y*  proposal  you  made  me  last 
ght|  I  find  on  many  accounts  it  would  not  suit  me  to  engage  in  it. 
rluipa  it  might  be  sufficient  to  Ray,  that  so  much  of  my  time  is 
etdy  employed  in  the  Service  of  others,  in  several  capacities,  that 
)  smmll  a  Portion  is  allotted  for  my  own  private  Affairs;  but  Sin- 
Ht  and  Candor,  forbid  my.concealing  the  true  lleason  of  my 
thing  to  decline  the  appointment;  1  hope  not  to  offend  by  my 
tnesty,  yet  I  cannot  I  think,  with  an  upright  Conscience,  withold 
I  confession.  The  Post,  Gentlemen,  which  you  fill,  is  built  on  a 
nndation  so  opposite  to  my  sentiments,  &  the  Money  I  should 
re  to  distribute  on  your  account,  so  expressly  put  into  your  hands 

the  Purposes  of  War,  that  I  should  stand  condemned  by  my  own 
Art  if  I  accepted  the  Charge.  Far  be  it  from  me,  to  undertake 
»  to  arraign  your  Conduct  in  the  Prosecution  of  your  Office ;  I 
serfnlly  grant  to  all  Men  that  Freedom  of  action,  which  I  claim 
BetDm,  and  assure  you,  with  great  Sincerity,  that  whilst  on  the 
9  Hand,  I  cannot  give  a  hearty  approbation  to  the  present  systemj 

the  other,  I  will  never  oppose  or  disturb  it ;  my  constant  £tudy 
M  to  paM  thro'  Life  at  Peace  with  my  own  Breast  and  all  the 
ond.  I  know  I  have  been  more  explicit,  than  common  policy 
g|hi  haye  dictated,  but  thought  I  should  be  wanting  in  Justice  to 
1  •■h  myself  not  to  have  ingenuously  told  you  the  Truth.  lam^ 
lek  obliged  by  your  entertaining  so  good  an  opinion  of  my  integ- 
f^  •■  to  nominate  me  to  so  important  a  Trust,  &  hope  you  will  not 
ink  too  unfavourably  of  me  for  the  Part  I  act. 

I  am  your  Friend, 

RICUARD  WELLS. 
ilad»  Jan^  W\  1777. 

'reefed^ 

To  Tiic  Council  of  Safety. 


Iajob  Thomas  Proctor  to  Council  of  Safety,  1777. 

MorristowUi  Jan^  16th^  1777. 
•ntlemeny 

Through  Sundry  pressing  invitations  of  Gen^  Enoxes  for  my 
ining  the  Continental  Train  Artillery  under  his  Command,  Did 
idge  ay  word  to  Communicate,  his  request  to  your  Honours,  to 
ve  your  approbation  if  it  were  agreeable,  or  otherwise.  Submitting 
^  self  iatircly  to  your  pleasure.     Cuufidcnt  of  the  Honour  jouf 
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were  pleas'd  to  confer  on  me  unmerited,  in  commanding  the  Artillerj 
of  your  State,  assured  that  your  Just  conception  of  my  mean  abilitiet 
will  determine  in  which  Department  my  services  might  be  most  oon 
ducive  of  freedom  to  my  Country.  Should  it  seem  meet  mj  qob- 
tinoanoe  in  your  service  longer,  I  receive  contentment,  Or  if  dw 
posed  to  gratify  the  Gen^-  in  his  request,  I  am  the  same ;  Qnh 
soliciting  your  determination,  beg  leave  to  subscribe  my  self  Hon* 
Sirs. 

Your  devoted  HUe.  Seir*. 

THOS.  PROOTOB. 

Directed 

To  The  Honourable  Council  of  Safety,  Philadelphia. 

^  Fav*  of  Coll.  Flowers. 


EoBBBT  MofiEifi  TO  COUNCIL  OP  Sapbtt,  1777. 

Philad*.  Jany.  16, 1777. 
GentP, 

As  there  are  some  mastera,  mates  &  mariners  here  that  have  bsei 
taken  in  Merchant  Vessels,  &  wish  to  be  sent  into  New  Yoiky  1 
think  your  Board  had  best  send  them  in  discharge  of  your  proniH 
to  Cap*  Hamond  of  the  Boebuck,  with  a  passport  to  that  purport  4N 
if  you  decline  doing  it,  I  will  grant  them  a  pass  to  Oen'  PntnaB  to 
be  sent  over  by  Sontb  Amboy.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  very  respao^ 
fully  Gent-, 

Tour  Obed.  Servant, 

BOB.  MOBRIS. 

Directed, 

To  The  Honble  Council  of  Safety,  Pennsylv*. 


List  op  Prisonebs,  (Hessians,)  1777. 

Beg'  of  Losberg. 

Officers  Names,  Servants  &   Soldiers^  acting  ^ 

Servants  &  Cadets. 

Lt.  Colonel  Shaffer,  ^^^^^'„,  }  SerVf. 

Major  Hanehin,  g^^.thej.  }  S""'"' 

Gapt.,  Hedding,  Frederick  £bling^  Servant. 
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Cadet  Kres8| 

[eHer. 

Shreder,  Servant. 

ed, 

Brandy        do. 

[iller, 

None. 

hmhba, 

Kiester,  Soldier. 

liage, 

Vaut,        do. 

lob6| 

Viedy  Servant. 

Sendorffi 

None.        do. 

Beg*  Enipbanaen.                        ^ 

mnrode^ 

Marks^  Servant 

wensUen^ 

Miller,  Soldier. 

ibbe. 

Homelle,    )  r,         . 
Mooro,       1  ^"""^ 

wiy, 

None. 

hher, 

Heydeman,  Soldier. 

rfderhold, 

Leignbeyser,  Servant. 

haoh, 

Bittir^  Servant. 

^ 

1 

Pheif,  Soldier. 

iTOcate  Moelkf;              Knoh^  Servant. 

Reg«  Boll. 

lihiis, 

u^i,  }^^^ 

B0bMk, 

J.  Jundneflfi    *^ 

i|>jBiaDy 

Hcndricb|        *^ 

iener^ 

Shaffer,             « 

leob, 

Gorhold,  Soldier. 

Uaiofthmiib, 

Nagell,        « 

Ihroedesy 

None. 

Offioen,  26. 

Servant!,  27. 

B.  PETERS.                   Women,     2. 

B.  PETEBS. 

War  Office,  Jan^  16%  1776.  [1777.] 

karebj  certify 

that  the  within  mentioned  Priionen  were 

over  by  Capl.  Farmer  to  the  Order  of  the  Board  of  War. 

BICHABD  PETEBS,  Sec>. 
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Major  Thos.  Pkoctor  to  Owkn  Biddle,  1777. 

Morrisstown,  Jan'  17**,  1777. 
Much  Esteemed  Sir^ 

So  trivial  are  the  Occnrranees  that  has  pass'd  between  us  and  tbe 
Enemy  during  our  ru'ss  iu  this  place,  would  be  but  small  to  meo- 
tion  them,  believing  jou  are  in  the  Cabinet  of  earliest  inteligenoe. 
But  such  as  they  arc  have  handed  them  to  your  worthy  Colliaguts, 
Blewer  and  Bull,  as  Correct  as  I  could  gather  them.  Yesterday 
Geu^  Mifiiln  mentioned  the  difficulty  he  had  to  Continue  the  Militia, 
as  one^  hundred  of  these  who  voted  staying  during  a  mcdiuni  time 
were  this  morning  about  to  return,  until  stop'd  by  him.  They  liaye 
rec'd  every  benefice,  more  than  equal  to  their  services,  such  as  re- 
ceiving Shirts,  Breeches,  Shoes  &  Stockings,  &c.,  and  would  they 
stay  and  wear  them  out  in  service,  they  were  designed  for,  would  be 
acting  in  character,  my  mens  necessity  mentioned  in  my  last  is 
doubled,  by  reason  of  Capt.,  Stroohbank  Joining  me  yesterday,  his 
men  in  a  measure  bare-footed,  and  exceeding  hearty,  have  appUecl  ta 
the  Gen^  for  shoes  but  rec'd  none,  as  they  militia  took  the  whole. 
Sir  please  to  offer  the  brass  six  p<"  took  at  Princetown,  as  my  pro* 
perty,  a  Gift  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  making  it  theirs  in  the 
arrangement  of  Artillery  argussed  suitably  for  the  field.  Otherwise 
it  may  be  arranged  Continantal  and  perhaps  find  a  way  with  other 
stores  to  New  England.  Just  this  moment  rec'd  advice  bj  one  of 
the  Militia  whose  station  was  within  three  miles  of  Brunswick  for 
three  days  past,  and  returned  here,  that  the  enemy  are  moYiDg  their 
baggage  with  all  haste  towards  Amboy,  believes  they  are  Imbcrqn- 
ing  the  same,  the  party  he  belonged  to  took  400  Bushells  of  Salt  at 
Spank  Town ;  the  Enemy  never  Patrole  less  than  500  men,  snoh  is 
their  fear  of  our  approach.  This  day  Gen^  Knoz  departs  for  some 
time  to  New  England,  leaving  me  the  Command  of  the  Artillery,  as 
there's  no  Colonels  pres*.  Would  providence  fnvonr  This  opportu- 
nity of  mine,  and  grant  an  Ingagement  with  success,  should  living, 
or  dicing  be  hapy.  I  have  by  same  Conveyance  wrote  the  Oonnoel 
of  Safety,  at  request  of  Gen*  Knox,  for  their  approbation  to  Join  the 
Continantal  Train  of  Artillery.  I  wish  the  Distinction  between 
Continantal  and  Provincial  were  extinct,  as  it  has  oaus'd  soQie 
uneasiness  among  the  regular  officers  to  be  commanded  bj  me'  a 
Provincial.  I  am  not  at  a  loss  to  know  the  distinction  between  the 
easy  command  I  enjoyed  under  your  patronage  from  the  present. 
But  tis  not  ease  I  seek,  at  present  I  am  in  Service,  and  while  I  am 
wanted  here  wish  to  continue.  By  Order  of  Gen*  Knox  have 
ordered  L^  Eamcs  to  his  station  at  Fort  Island.  I  have  an  Excel- 
lent opportunity  for  recruiting  men,  as  the  generallity  of  soldiers 
conceive  the  highest  opinion  of  the  Artillery.  Shall  count  it  a 
favour  in  hearing  from  you  &  first  opportunity. 

and  remain  B'  Sir, 

your  most  Obd't  Rumble  Servant, 
To  Owen  Biddk,  Esq'.  TUGS.  PROCTOE. 
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James  Mbasb  to  Council,  &c.,  1777. 

I>Sir, 

I  beg  the  fayor  of  you  to  inform  the  Council  that  in  consequence 
of  a  reaolntion  of  Congress  for  appointing  a  Clothier  General  for  the 
Army  of  the  United  States^  his  Excellency  General  Washingtoi^ 
hath  been  pleased  to  honor  me  with  the  appointment  to  that  office. 

From  the  resolution  of  Congress  for  the  creation  of  this  officci  i£- 
appears  to  me  to  have  been  their  design,  to  put  the  procuring,  dis-" 
tribatiiigy  &  direction  of  all  clothing  under  one  head,  that  by  this 
meaaa  some  system  might  be  introduoed  into  the  department,  &  such 
provisioD  of  necessaries  made  for  the  troops  as  the  circumstances  of 
the  aeyeral  States  would  possibly  admit. 

In  order  to  enable  the  Clothior  Gen^  more  effectually  to  execute 
this,  extensive  branch,  he  is  empowered  to  appoint  agents  in  the 
seyeral  states  where  it  shall  appear  anything  within  the  line  of  his 
department  can  be  obtained,  from  whose  infbrmation  he  will  be  also ' 
enabled  to  supply  as  far  as  possible  the  deficiency  of  any  article  in 
one  state  from  the  redundancy  of  another,  &  prevent  a  oompetitioQ , 
of  purchasers  for  same  commodities  at  the  same  place,  a  thing  al« 
ways  injnrlous  to  the  Publick. 

As  I  understand  the  Council  have  been  engaged  in  the  purchase  . 
of  randry  articles  within  the  line  of  this  department,  I  should  bo . 
glad  to  know  whether  all  or  any  part  of  them  are  for  the  regular 
army,  what  quantity  of  any  article  they  have  on  hand  or  under , 
engagement  lor  that  purpose  ?  &  as  I  dou't  apprehend  it  will  be  any 
longer  necessary  for  the  Council  to  ad  to  the  multiplicity  of  their  1 
bnauesB  by  an  attention  to  the  minutisd  of  this  branch,  I  shall 
direct  the  Commissary  here  to  receive  such  articles  as  they  may '. 
have  on  hand  or  under  engagement,  if  it  should  be  most  agrceablo ' 
to  the  Council  to  deliver  them  &  either  order  payment  for  uiem,  or . 
have  credit  given  for  them. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  the  Council  that  two  very  consid* , 
erable  supplies  of  Clothing  have  been  sent  from  N.  England  to  the , 
Armv,  &  must  nearly  reach  them  by  this  time,  of  which  consists 
of  7000  p'  Shoes,  4000  p'  Stockings,  888  p'  Breeches,  1284  Jackets , 
ft  12000  yd's  ^cots  Blanketing  &  Pjaiding.     Invo.  of  the  other  ia . 
notyet  come  to  hand,  farther  than  that  there  are  1500  p'  Breeches, . 
ft  ^  hhds  Goats,  Jackets,  &c.     This  is  exclusive  tbe  Alfred's 
FHxe  w^  will  be  secured  for  the  army,  ft  a  Continental  Brig  w^  is 
arrived  there  with  a  Cargo  cost  £3500  sterl',  of  coarse  Cloths,  Blan-! 
ketB,  ticklenberss,  &c.,  so  that  upon  the  whole  after  some  little  time  ] 
when  the  supplies  from  the  several  states  are  regularly  distributed, , 
our  troops  will  not  be  again  distressed  in  point  of  Clothing.     As  I 
shall  always  endeavor  to  conduct  thb  business  hero  in  the  manner  . 

Vol.  v.- 
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most  agreeable  to  the  Council,  so  I  flatter  myself  I  shall  at  all 
times  of  need  have  the  benefit  of  their  coontenanoe  &  protection. 

I  am^  with  the  atmost  respect  &  Esteem, 

Sir,  your  most  ob't  H'ble  Serv't, 

JAMBS  MEASE,  0.  G.   ] 
18  Jan',  1777. 

Dircdedf 

Thomas  Wharton,  Jr.,  Esq'.,  Chairman  of  the  Council  of  Sa&ty, 
Philadelphia. 


Thomas  Savadqe  to  Council,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  Jany.  18,  in7.    ' 

Gentlemen,  ** 

The  present  state  of  the  Pennsylyania  saltworks  is,  that  pn  or 
about  the  23  of  December  last,  Col*^  John  Morris  of  the  Jersey 
Boval  Volunteers  came  with  a  party  of  his  men  to  Toms  River 
Bridge  by  order  of  Lord  Howe,  as  he  himself  informed  me  with, 
CKrders  to  oestroy  the  salt  works ;  I  had  some  intelligence  a  few  days  of 
their  desine  and  resolved  to  stay  at  the  works  and  endeavour  by 
aome  means  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  the  works,  accordingly 
when  I  *heard  the  Colonel  &  his  party  where  at  the  river,  thought 
it  best  to  go  to  him  and' know  the  truth  of  it,  when  I  was  introduced 
to  him  he  told  me  he  had  positive  orders  from  Lord  How  to  destroy 
them  but  by  informing  him  y«  were  not  altogether  publick  property 
and  that  I  had  a  concern  therein,  he  politely  told  me  he  would  not 
destroy  them  or  send  any  of  his  party  there,  but  that  I  must  go  on 
no  farther  at  the  present,  two  days  afterwards  two  Noted  Toriee, 
John  Williams,  &  Joseph  Allen,  by  names  came  with  orders  from 
Qovemor  Skinner  to  seize  the  works  for  the  Rings  use,  accordingly 
one  of  them  came  to  the  works  the  day  following  and  put  B  for  the 
broad  R  on  each  of  the  buildings,  and  went  away,  giving  me  strict 
orders  to  make  out  an  Inventory  of  every  thing  belonging  to  the 
works,  and  furnish  him  with  it  the  Mondav  following,  but  on  Monday 
morning  they  decamped  in  haste  and  I  have  seen  no  more  of  them 
since.  My  people  all  left  me  at  the  time  of  their  comeing  to  the 
river  and  I  have  not  been  able  to  collect  them  together  sinee,  by 
reason  of  having  nothing  but  continental  money  to  pay  them  with 
they  where  chiefly  poor  men  with  large  families  that  must  have  their 
wages  every  Saturday  and  informed  me  they  cannot  buy  proviriona 
for  their  families  with  Continental  money,  consequently  cannot  work 
for  mo  except  I  could  get  other  money,  this  I  know  myself  that  I 
can  buy  pork  for  4c/.  old  money  and  Id.  continental,  wheat  6t.  tbe 
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old  &  8s.  oont*y  Bye  4s.  old,  5s.  continental,  corn  Bs.  6ef.  old  5s.  con- 
tinental, and  vety  few  that  will  sell  it  any  price  for  oontinental, 
therefore  if  it  be  convenient  to  this  Honb**  board  to  give  me  an  order 
for  fire  hundred  ponndsi  old  money,  it  will  enable  me  to  carry  on 
the  work  with  mach  greater  advantage  than  I  otherwiae  can.  It 
will  also  be  necessary  that  I  have  protection  from  General  Putnam 
for  the  people  I  employ,  for  I  uii^clerstand  he  has  given  orders  for  all 
the  Maliticia  to  be  immeadiately  called  and  those  that  will  not  turn 
out  must  go  to  goal,  which  will  prevent  my  geting  any  men  at  all. 
Likewise  am  inarmed  that  at  New  York,  Lord  Howe  has  a  galley 
nearly  completed  that  carries  a  Brass  18  p'*"  in  her  bow  &  a  12  p''*'  in 
her  stem,  with  a  number  swivels,  cohorns,  &c.,  and  is  intended  to  lay 
in  Toms  river  and  Barnygat  Inlet  and  in  consequence  will  destroy  the 
works  if  not  'prevented  by  some  Vessells  of  the  same  kind  being 
BtatioDed  in  y*  Bay.    I  am^  gentlemen  with  due  respeoti 

*    Your  most  Humble  servant 

THOMAS  SAVADQB. 

DirecUdj 
To  Hon^**  the  Council  of  safety  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


LoBD  StniLiira  to  Council  of  Safety,  1777. 

Jan''.,  18, 1776.» 
Gent-, 

General  Johnston  from  Maryland  informs  he  Expects  1800  of 
Militia  of  that  State  will  be  in  town  in  a  day  or  two ;  by  Monday, 
be  thinks,  1000  of  them  at  least  will  be  ready  to  march  for  Tren- 
towtt.  He  expected  to  have  armed  these  Troops  with  arms  left 
by  the  Maryland  troops,  from  the  flying  Gamp,  in  your  Care. 
He  understands  they  were  sent  by  your  Order  to  French  Greek 
Factory  to  be  repaired ;  he  would  be  Glad  to  Enow  wether  tbej 
are  repaired,  and  be  put  in  a  way  to  get  1500  of  them  as  soon  aa 
ponible,  aa  nothing  Else  will  retard  their  march  immediately. 

I  am  your  most 

Ob*  Serv*, 
STIRLING. 
Direetedj 
To  the  Council  of  Safety. 

*  Indorsed  1777. 
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Qw.  Putnam  to  Cottkcil  ot  Safxtt,  1777. 

* 

Princeton,  21«*  Jan'y,  1777. 
Gknilemen: 

Capt.  Echard  and  Capt.  Fisher  of  Berks  Coantj,  have  joat  in* 
formed  me  that  their  CompaDies  have  runaway  to  a  man,  except  a 
Lieut.  &  Sergt.,  &  a  Drum. 

I  hope,  Gentlemen,  no  Pains  or  Cost  will  be  spared  to  apprehend 
these  Men  and  bring  them  back  to  their  Duty.  I  think  it  is  of  the 
last  Importance  that  this  spirit  of  Desertion  should  be  crushed  in 
its  Infancy,  &  the  Militia  taught  that  there  is  a  Power  that  can  & 
will  detain  them.  I  wish  as  Part  of  their  Punishment  they  might 
be  obliged  to  remain  in  the  Service  for  several  Months,  or  even  till 
next  Fall.  Unless  timely  Severity  is  used,  we  shall  ia  a  few  Days 
have  not  a  Man  of  the  militia  left. 

A  foraging  Party  of  the  Enemy  of  about  1000  Men,  came  yester- 
day as  far  as  Somerset  Court  House  with  100  Waggons  &  4  field 
Pieces.  They  collected  6  or  700  Head  of  Cattle,  had  plundered 
Fowls,  Hams,  Butter,  Cheese,  &c.,  &c.,  when  a  small  Party  of  the 
Jersey  militia  posted  near  that  place  attacked  them,  and  obliged 
them  to  give  Way.  But  this  small  Body  could  not  oppose  the 
Enemy's  Artillery.  However  they  were  most  seasonably  reinforced 
to  the  amount  of  about  400,  renewed  the  attack,  put  them  to  flight, 
retook  the  whole  of  their  Plunder,  with  about  50  Waggons  &  100 
horses,  many  of  them  English,  and  eight  Prisoners.  We  had  three 
men  killed  and  several  Wounded.     The  Enemy  left  no  dead. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  with  the 

Utmost  Esteem,  your 

most  oh*  Serv* 

ISRAEL  PUTNAM. 
Dtrectedf 

To  The  Hon^>«  The  Council  of  Safety,  Philadv 


LSWIS  PiNTARD  TO  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY,   1777. 

Baskenridge,  21**  Jan^,  1777. 
Deae  Sir : 

I  g|ot  here  Sunday  Evening,  and  yesterday  waited  on  General 
Washington  with  your  letter  &  that  of  Mr.  Morris's.  I  was  Tery 
Politely  received  by  His  Excellency  &  favoured  with  a  letter  to 
General  How  on  the  Subject  with  which  I  purpose  to  go  in  to- 


PiaiNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVES  1777.  197 

morrow.     As  soon  aa  in  my  power  will  advise  yoi^  the  issue  thereof 
in  the  meantime. 

I  am  sincerely 

your  very  Hum.  Serv*, 

LEWIS  PINTARD. 
Directed. 

Thomas  Wharton^  Jun',  Esq',  President  of  the  Council  of  Safetyj 
Philadelphia. 


Col.  Biddlb  to  Council  op  Sapbtt,  1777. 

Colonel  Biddle  waits  on  the  Hon'hle  Council  of  Safety  from  the 
,Hon*  Robt.  Morris,  Esq.,  &  Major  General  Gates,  to  acquaint  them 
that  a  great  number  of  Militia  of  Maryland  &  Continental  Troops 
have  arrived  in  this  City,  many  of  whom  have  not  had  the  Small 
PoX|  and  are  detained  in  Town  for  want  of  Arms  &  AccoutrementSi 
whidi  oaonot  be  repaired  k  provided,  as  the  Citizens  are  in  great 
numbers  now  honorably  employ'd  at  Camp  in  the  Jerseys;  but  the 
forwarding  the  Troops  now  here  who  are  much  alarmed  at  their 
Stay,  and  the  great  Fatigue  our  City  Militia  have  suffered  in  their 
late  honorable  service,  with  the  Consideration  of  the  manifold  ad- 
vantages they  may  now  be  of  at  home  in  equipins  the  other  Forces 
has  induced  them  to  submit  to  the  Honorable  Council  whether  it 
would  not  be  most  for  the  ffood  of  the  Service  for  them  to  write  to 
His^Excellency,  General  Washington,  to  request  him  to  dismiss  the 
City  Militia  to  return  home,  &  to  desire  that  their  Arms  and  Ac- 
coutrements may  be  left  at  Camp  to  supply  the  Troops  who  maj 
arrive  there,  and  that  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Militia  who  have  their 
own  Arms  &  Accoutrements^  be  paid  for  or  have  them  replaced. 

Connoil  Chamberi  Jan.  21^  1777. 


JosBPH  Penkbll,  A.  C.  G,,  TO  Council  op  Safety,  1777. 

York  Town,  21st  January,  1777. 
Sir, 

We  are  in  such  a  strange  State  with  Respect  to  Government,  that 
I  am  much  at  a  loss  to  know  where  to  apply  with  Propriety  to  have 
a  atop  put  to  a  growing  public  Evil ;  but  when  1  address  myself  t4 
the  Prettdent  of  the  Council  of  Safety  I  pre^ume  I  am  in  no  Banger 
ef  goiogfar  wioDg.  - 
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Altho  ''  Man  cftonot  live  by  Bread  alone/'  yet  I  look  upoB  Breed 
to  be  absolately  necessary  for  the  support  of  oar  Army ;  the  lest 
Crops  of  Wheat  have  been  very  short  and  light  compared  with  what 
have  usually  been — the  great  Demand  for  Liquors  has  induced  the 
country  People  to  distil  large  Quantities  of  Wheat  into  Whisky, 
and  this  appears  to  me  to  be  increasing  so  rapidly  that  I  think  it  my 
Duty  to  inform  you  of  it  that  it  may  be  thrown  into  the  proper  Okaa* 
nel  for  Conaideradon. 

I  am,  Sir, 

With  great  Respect, 

Your  H'W  S^jFvS  ^ 

JOS.  PENNELL,  A.  G.  M. 

Directed. 

On  pnblic  Service. 

The  Honorable  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun'.,  Eaquire,  Philadelphia. 
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So  the  Hm^  Oouneil  of  Safety*- 

Tbe  Application  of  the  Facnltv  of  MasterB.  in  Behalf  of  tlie 
College,  Academy  &  Charitable  School  of  Philadelphia — 

Gentlemeni 

The  Intermptions  which  we  have  met  with  in  the  impoi;t*Bk 
Boeiness  of  EaucaHon  committed  to  our  Charge,  compel  as  onoa 
more  to  maJce  our  earnest  Application  to  you  for  Belief.  This 
Seminary  was  founded,  &  has  been  hitherto  supported  (with  soaroe 
any  public  Assistance)  by  the  private  Benefactions  of  the  Generoiu 
Friends  of  Literature,  from  various  Parts  of  this  Continent,  as  well 
as  from  G.  Britain  &  Ireland.  It  eao  boast  of  having  raised  up 
Numbers  of  Youth  who  now,  in  the  Day  of  Trial,  fill  many  of  the 
Highest  Offices  Religious  &  Oivil,  as  well  as  Military;  and  who, 
by  their  public  Spirit  &  distinguish'd  Abilities,  do  Honor  to  their 
Country  &  the  Plaoe  of  their  Education.  Tbese  Considerations,  we 
humbly  hope,  should  entitle  us  to  that  Protection,  and  those  Exemp- 
tions, which  in  all  civilised  States,  are  given  to  such  Institutions, 
unless  in  Cases  of  thekinost  clear  and  urgent  Necessity. 

But  we  have  to  complain  that,  as  if  it  were  intended  particularfy 
to  distress  iia,  contrary  to  the  General  Orders  respecting  Schools  and 
Places  of  Worship ;  and  without  any  Neoessity  which  we  oonld  aee, 
Without  any  written  Authority,  without  giving  us  a  moment's  |ne- 
vious  Notice  tQ  remove  Books,  Papers  or  funiitare,  or  even  alloving 
Timo  to  send  for  the  Keys^  the  Doors  of  the  Schoolsi  laotwcp  Bm^l^ 
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tod  eyen  Bed  Rooms  bavo  been  forced  open  by  some  violent  yonng 
Men  oalHng  tbemseWee  Deputies  of  tbe  Barrack  Master ;  and  some 
Handreds  of  Soldiers  quartered  upon  the  College  at  a  Time,  who 
have  banii  our  Wood  and  done  other  Damage,  when  we  have  offered 
to  shew,  and  have  actually  shewn.  Empty  Houses,  where  they  could 
have  been  far  better  accommodated.  This  has  been  repeated  upon 
Si  Arae  or  four  Times  within  so  many  Weeks,  so  that  before  we 
eould  wdl  clear  away  the  Dirt  and  Filth  left  by  one  Set  of  Soldien^ 
find  meet  again  in  our  Places,  another  Setlias  been  forced  upon  us; 
owing  to  wbieh,  we  have  scarce  yet  been  able  to  collect  together  a 
third  Fvt  of  the  former  Number  of  our  Touth :  And  unless  we  caa 
be  plaeed  upon  some  more  certain  Footing,  the  Schools  must  either 
|)e  wholly  broken  iy>,  or  removed  to  some  other  Place. 

This  is  a  matter  of  very  serious  Concern  to  us,  not  only  on  aoooani 
of  the  present  Set  of  Touth,  who  may  be  thereby  deprived  of  their 
Opportunity  of  Bducation,  but  on  our  own  Accounts  also,  whose 
Livings  depend  on  the  Execution  of  our  Duty,  and  cannot  expect  to 
be  supported  without  Service  done. 

We  are  perswaded  that  none  who  know  us,  or  the  Oentlemett 
ooncemed  in  the  Trust  of  this  Seminary,  will  think  that  these 
Complaints  are  groundless,  or  proceed  from  any  Desire  to  retard  the 
necessary  public  Service.  We  only  Pray  that  we  may  not  be  par^ 
iicularljf  distressed;  that  if  any  Emergency  shall  arise,  when  we 
cannot  have  that  Exemption  which  is  due  to  Seminaries  of  Religion 
and  Learning,  you  yourselves  will  judge  of  that  Emergency,  without 
leaving  us  every  Moment  at  the  arbitrary  Disposal  of  any  Officers 
nnder  yoU;  or  their  Deputies ;  That  when  any  Reauisition  is  to  be 
made,  you  will  he  pleased  to  give  us  timely  Notice,  laying  no  neater 
Burthen  upon  us  than  upon  other  Places  in  Proportion ;  eonsTdering 
the  College  &  its  different  Schools  and  Houses^  to  be  duly  inhabited 
and  furnished  in  the  same  Manner  as  other  Houses  are,  according 
to  the  {^arpofios  for  which  it  was  intended  and  erected.  We  request 
your  q>eedy  Consideration  of  the  PremiseSj  and  are  with  due 

GtentlemeUi 

Your  most  obedient  Humble 

Servants^ 

WILLIAM  SMITH. 
FRANCIS  ALISON. 
JAS.  DAVIDSON, 
JAMES  CANNON. 

College  of  Philada.,  January  23d,  1777. 

P.  8.  We  are  now  actually  incommoded  with  about  150  Soldienfi 
our  Taid  orouded  with  Horses  &  Waggons,  the  Charity  Schools  dis- 
turbed, &  the  Schoolmistress  forced  out  of  her  Lodging  Rooms. 
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Lbwis  Nicola  to  Council  op  Safett,  1777. 

Jaantrj  23d,  1777. 

• 

Cap*  Barrett  of  the  City  Gnarda  baa  made  a  demancl  of  £8  for  t 
4xam  for  the  use  of  the  Southern  distriot,  and  also  11  ahil.  ft  6  penoe 
tof  a  new  head  to  it,  the  first  aHiole  he  has  a  right  to  but  the  second 
Appears  to  me  unreasonable,  as  I  cannot  find  out  how  a  new  drom 
that  has  been  very  little  used  should  require  a  new  head  in  leaa 
than  G  weeks,  therefore  informed  him  I  could  not  allow  it  withool 
an  order.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  apply  to  the  Comieii 
fof  some  money  to  pay  for  the  drum  and  other  contingencies.  I  am^ 
Sir, 

'  Your  most  obed't  Sery't, 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 

Dtreetedf 

'    To  the  Secretary  to  the  Hon'ble  Council  of  Safety. 


Thos.  Casdorp  to  Council,  1777. 

Philada.,  24  January,  1777 

To  the  Honourable  1 
Council  of  Safety,  j 

Qentlemen : 

When  I  was  at  Ticonderoga  last  Summer  building  Gallies :  I  have 
the  Honour  to  acquaint  you  that  I  invented  a  New  model  of  Swivell 
Skids  for  Oun  Carriages,  which  was  banded  to  General  Arnold  for 
his  Approbation,  and  ^as  approved  off,  which  Gkneral  Gates  and 
most  of  his  officers  can  inform  you  off.  And  as  I  am  Certain  that 
the  Invention  will  be  of  great  use  to  the  Publick,  Shall  be  glad  to 
hand  it  to  my  fellow  Citizens,  not  to  have  a  Patent,  but  to  serve  my 
Country.  My  request  to  your  Honourable  Board  is,  that  I  may 
haye*  the  Liberty  of  Altering  one  of  the  Gullies  Skids,  the  expense 
is  So  Trifling,  that  Should  it  not  be  approved  off,  I  will  replace  it  at 
my  own  expenco,  as  I  am  well  Assured  the  Invention  will  meet  with 
your  Approbation.  Should  your  Honourable  Board  want  a  farther 
explanation  I  will  at  any  time  wait  on  you.  I  am,  Gentlemen,  with 
ihe  Greatest  Respect,  your  very  Hum^'"  Servant, 

THOS.  CASDORP. 
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doL.  John  Bull  to  Council,  1777. 

Sir, 

Wo  have  left  the  Council  without  aoy  Instractioiui  and  Wether 
we  are  to  have  aoj  or  Who  shall  give  them,  Congress,  Council  of 
Safety,  or  Aasembly  I  will  not  undertake  to  say,  but  when  I  waite^ 
upon  Mr.  Robert  Morris,  he  Informed  me  that  they  Had  wrote  t0 
%o  CoDgreaSj  and  that  if  any  answei»arrivd  In  time  it  ouffht  to  \k 
mpi  forward  to  fiastown.*  I  take  the  Liberty  of  Communicatinff  k 
few  bhito  which  I  think  ought  to  be  attended  to  unless  we  are  xn- 
Btmetpd  to  the  Contrary.  If  we  find  them  well  Disposed,  ahafll 
Ebdearour  to  Cultivate  a  good  understanding  with  them,  and  lAkith 
wise  Lay  the  Ground  work  of  a  Greater  Treaty  next  Summer  at  aneh 
time  and  Place  as  may  Suit  them  best,  I  think  under  our  Circuid- 
stances  Something  Bestowed  in  that  way  to  Continue  the  friendship 
of  the  Indians  may  be  of  infinite  advantage  under  our  present 
struggle,  at  the  same  time  it  will  be  Nooesary  to  assure  them  of  oqr 
own  Sufficiency  and  Strength  in  Carrying  on  the  War  against  pur 
JEnemies,  how  farr  it  will  bo  Prudent  or  Practicable  to  Explain  the 
Cauae  thereof  I  have  as  yet  not  fully  Deliberated  upon.  * 

I  am.  Sir,  with  Due  Respect,  your 

verry  Hu'ble  Servt, 

JOHN  BULL. 

Norriton,  Jan'y  26, 1777,  8  o'clock  A.  M. 

To  The  non>.  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  Presd«.  Council  of  Safety. 


Oedbrs,  Lbwi8  Kioola  to  Ool.  Mblohsk,  1777. 

•  January  26th,  1777.' 

The  Barrack  master  general's  deputys  are  daily  to  visit  all  honsea 
in  which  troops  are  quartered,  and  report  to  the  general  any  damage 
done  thereto,  &  by  what  corps  occupied. 

The  Barrack  master  general  is  to  have  every  house  occupied  by 
troops,  that  are  now,  or  may  hereafter  be  quartered  in  the  oiiji 
claanad  aa  often,  as  such  troops  march  out. 

By  General  Mifflin's  order. 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 
JDirfctedf 

Coll.  Melcher. 

♦  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  XI.  p.  98. 

9* 
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Cheistn,  WtRTz,  T.  M.  TO  CotNciL  OF  Safett. 

Lancasteri  27th  Januarj^  1777. 

*    Thomas  Wbartdn,  Esq'! 

[  Sir,  I  am  Sorrv  that  I  am  oblig'  to  trouble  jou  with  the  praMhl^ 
fnX  as  it  is  occasioned  by  my  forgetfulness;  I  hope  jonll  ezosse  me^ 
^e .  firessing  demand  for  Saltan  this  plaooi  obliges  me  to  ajppl j  Jb 
jQfi  for  a  supply  o^  that  Article  at  present.  The  pri^ners  hAvo]^ 
jfone  since  the  came  here,  and  what  is  fieur  worse,  The  Milifia*  wU 
jm  daily  Marching  thro'  this  place  cannot  be  suppl'  with  t)ie  Ssaallcm 
/j^imtity  ;  a  cironmstance  tbfU;  occasions  great  Complaints.  I  kjQM 
joa'U  1»ke  some  method  to  remedy  this  grievance  as  soon  as  pbssiueL 
%AOi,  with  mnoh  resjpect^ 

Sir,  Your  Most  obed^  humble  Serranl| 

CHRISTIAN  WIBTZ,  Town  Major. 

Directedf 

.  Thomas  Wharton^  Jn',  Esq.|  President  of  the  Council  of  Safo^^ 
Philadelphia. 


John  Proctor,  to  Council  of  Safety,  1777. 

Carlisle,  Janury  ye  27%  177T.  . 
.'(.  Bear  Sir: 

I  am  one  My  Martch  with  a  party  of  Melisha  from  the  County  of 
Westemoreland,  of  the  first  BatalHon,  of  about  240 ;  we  are  like  to 
be  Scarse  of  Cash,  and  will  not  be  able  to  Retch  Philadelphia  with 
out  a  ^uplay,  and  hawte  Dispatched  the  Sairor,  LeutP  Qolb  Aroha- 
beld  Lochry  to  your  Honourable  Bord,  and  I  hope  you  will  Send  by 
Htm  the  Sam  whitch  you  may  think  Nesery.  Vitlin  is  Very  high, 
ana  Hard  to  be  got. 

I  am,  Sir, 

youre  Very  Humble  Serr*, 

\_.,   '^  JOHN  PROCTOR.* 

On  the  Service  of  the  United  States.  To  the  Praednni  of  Chw^ 
oeal  in  Philadelphia. 

.  Ky  fayoor  Seat ) 
GoUn.  Lachry.  / 

♦See  Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  XI,  p.  110. " 


msvfBfiLvAmk  A&o&iTfis  im^        m 


OdL.  Jjf<^.  Bvh%  ro  CouKciii  09  SArlbTir.  17Tt. 

Wt  are  Just  arrived  at  EastowOi  where  we  foniicl  about  the 
Smmher  6f  Xndieia  We  dxpadtod,  and  ToleraUy  #eU  DiUt>Mbd>  fbo' 
much  10  want  ofaloMsl  £yery  Niaoeasary,  ^kie  hrtiele  In  Paktmlai^ 
Viit^  abovt  fiftetti  GaAp  KeCtle0»  not  of  the  U^geafc  Sm(  the 
Bterar  of  '^t  Comes  Ezpreas  with  two  Hones  On  Pntpattt  Uk  brlag 
ibem  «p.  Please  to  Let  Mr.  HoWel  Dis^teh  him  ImmecUaftefy,  M 
it  will  be  absolately  Necessary  they  should  be  here  befm  we  mId^ 
A  DistiibiilioB  of  &b  lobds.  We  this  inomiag  heard  by  a  Qmii^ 
frdqi.faead  quaMeiB,  wSioh  he  Left  Two  Days  ago,  thM  Forts Iiid#| 
Dendanoe  and  .WashingtoD;  «ra  Sealy  taken..  If  yon  haire  nnjthtjm 
NeWj  Pray  send  it. 

I  ami  Sir^  with  Due  Respect| 

your  Hubl.  Servt, 
Easto^o^  Janiy;  S8»  1777^9  aClock,  A.  Mi  ^^ 


N.  B.  Please  to  Send  the  Medals  which  Mr.  Syng  promised  to 
Send  to  the  Council,  if  they  are  Come  to  hand,^if  not,  send  the 
Messenger  without  them,  as  they  are  not  of  so  much  Consequence. 

J.  B. 

Directed^    •  < 

To  The  Hon^  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  Presidt.  of  y*  Council  of 
Safety.  .     .  .    t£ 


f  go8.  Hals  to  Oouncui  of  <Safbi%  lYtT* 


:f 
•\ 

mm 

Morris  Towa,  Jsti^SiS,  a777i.  •\ 
Qendefnen :  t       •        .    .  4 

Two  4>^  three  Day  a^  I  iftoeved  a  hint  jfrom  Cap^.  Oomto  tlMih 
Draught  of  the  51  Ineh  flowetas.  that  are  id  this  place  would  te«f 
ierrioe,  as  there  was  an  tetention  of  OsstiDg  some  of  the  Same'  sort 
tn  Ptriladi^hlm.  I  hate  #ilh  some  diffienlty  been  abto  4o  prtxkm 
iBMrnments  to  make  «  tough  Thouh  a  True  Dnaght  of  one  bf 
tiMm,  wUdh  I  h^rawflh  send.  Should  it  be  of  smy  aeivioe  ^tis  wdO) 
If  not  I  am  ooatent,  stnd  temaiti  yoor  most  f 

Obedient  &  Humble  Servant, 

TiaOS.  HALE.   " 


To  The  HoBonrabto  the  Oounifl  ^f  Safety  of  PensyWaaia. 
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Majt.  .IiKMiqn  Wiluahs  10  CouNciii  07  Saibit,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  Jannaiy  28<«,  1777. 
Sir, 

By  the  Promotion  or  tppointeent  of  Doctor  Reiger  in  the  (Umit 
WmM  Sonrioe,  oor  Regiment  is  without  a  Sorgeon. 
'  Deotor  John  Davis  who  was  Surgeon  to  the  1**  Batalion  aiid  taken 
Prisoner  with  Colonel  Miles,  is  now  exchanged,  and  informs  mo  bj 
his  Letter  jost  oome  to  Hand,  that  he  prefers  entering  the  name 
Ckirpe  to  any  other. 

"  His  Character  is  exceeding  fair,  and  his  Gondaet  while  with  the 
Begiment  universally  approved  of;  and  I  dare  venture  to  say^  his 
Ifpoiatment  in  th^t  Corps  will  givo  great  satisfiEustion. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Servant. 

ENNION  WILLIAMS. 
Directed. 

To  They  Wharton,  Bsq.,  l^resident  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 


James  Bead  to  Samuel  Morris,  1777. 

-■•-■■  ■  ....     .1.      . 

Dear  Sir, 

As  you  have  much  at  Heart  the  Happiness  of  this  Country,  and 
have  taken  a  very  active  Part  In  the  glorions  opposition  the  United 


take  the  :BMMom  to  safest  to  you  that,  the  more  effectually  to 
maintain  the  present  prevailing  Zeal  of  this  and  other  Countiea 
lUiiant  from  the  City,  it  will  be  proper  at  all  Times  to  spread 
lM|M»g  us  as  much  as  possible  all  the  Resolves  and  Orders  whieh 
Ahe  Congrem  or  our  honorable  Council  of  Safety  publish  in  the  City, 
•ndleanaot  but^  with  Sorrow,  observe  that  we  hardly  ever  see  aay 
of  them.  I.know  of  but  two  Copies  of  the  Resolves  relating  to  the 
ffastinetital  Currency,  made  so  long  since  as  the  first  (I  think,)  of 
this  month,  that  have  reach'd  thus  fai^  in  the  Country ;  so  that.  Qt^ 
Inhabitantji.are  ignopint  of  them.  I  b&ve  seen  1>ut  one  of  the  Let- 
ters of  the  C<>vIqcII  relative  to  the  kind  Treatment  of  the  Hessians — 
and  that  was  shewn  me  by  a  Gentleman  from  Lancaster,  who,  when 
he  left  Reading,  took  it  away  with  him.  As  the  Country  are  gene- 
rally iroliM^d  against  tbem.  I  fen  that  some  of  them  who  <to*ert 


P^NSYLYANIA  ARCHIYBS  in7i  ^ 

and  oome  this  way,  (as  4  of  the  Waldecken  did  last  week  J  may  be 
maltreated. 

I  fthoald  heartily  be  pleased  to  see  the  Crisis  published  ia  the 
Oerman  Language  and  distributed,  with  several  other  valuable 
pieoes  whieh  OAve  been  pablish'd  in  Philad*.  They  would  be  of  uff 
to  preyent  the  evil  Influence  which  the  Arts  of  our  intestine  enemies 
might  otherwise  have.  Too,  too  many  vile  Falsehoods  ate  oiroulifted 
among  the  Farmers.  Our  Committee  are  come  to  a  solemn  Deteriil0> 
nation  to  punish  every  Offender  of  what  Rank  soever  he  may  be,  anft 
without  any  Regard  to  his  Connections,  which  latter  Oensiderittioi!i 
has  hitherto  prevented  some  Enquiries.  '  ' 

I  wish  .we  had  a  Post-rider  to  eomo  weekly  from  the  City;  th^ 
Service  it  wou'd  be  of  to  the  Public  would  very  fully  answer  tM 
Expence. 

I  am  obliged  to  write  in  great  Haste,  or  I  should  mention  some 
other  matters  worthy  Consideration,  which  I  will  not  fail  to  write 
about  in  a  few  Days.     I  heartily  wish  you  a  pleasant  Journoy. 

I  am  Sir,  ^ 

Your  obedient  hUe.  Serv*,  r 

JAMES  READ. 

Reading,  January  28, 1777. 

Directed^ 

To  Samuel  Morris^  Esquire,  Captain  of  Light  Horse. 


John  Hazelwood  to  Council  of  Safbtt,  1777. 


1-; 


For  The  Hon^^  Councle  of  Safety. 
Oentlemen, 

As  its  now  time  for  us  to  be  Imployd  In  prepearing  and  geting 
in  Order  our  fire  fleet  and  armed  Boats,  to  be  as  Earley  as  possible 
fit  for  action,  Thought  Proper  to  lay  before  you  our  wants  iot  TMt 
purpos,  Vvi«,  :— 

For  the  appointment  of  two  Cap**  for  two  armd  boats.  The  one 
that  Came  upp  from  the  Capes,  the  Other  now  allmost  Built.  I 
whould  wish  To  Recommend  my  son,  Thomas  Hazelwood,  for  one, 
and  M'  Brown,  Leiutnent  of  the  fire  Brig,  For  the  Other.  &  I 
whould  wish  to  have  an  order  On  m'  Towers  for  what  we  may  want 
for  the  making  Fals  fires.  Sky  Rocketts,  &  some  Port  fires,  as  night 
Signales  for  ot»  fleet,  &  an  order  on  Mr.  Richards  for  what  we  may 
whant  of  him* 

I  am.  Gen*",  your 

Very  Hum«  Srv*, 

JOHN  UAZKLWOOD.  ' 
Jmi't  29*,  1777. 


GoL.  Melcheb  to  Council  &c.,  17^7. 

(♦ '     '  ' 

Phihuk  81  Jti.  1777. 
Oitai 

^  I  Sent  H'  Shaffar  &  M'  PasiorUfl  to  view  the  BnOdingB  at  the  air 
IjaroApe,  Agreeable  to  M'  Rittenhooee's  dedre,  they  are  of  opinion 
that  tbey  may  be  very  easily  fitted  to  aooommodate  ab^  one  hapdre4 
|b  twenty  Men — ^they  lijcewise  seenM'  Steinmetf's  hoosea  which  will 
contain  about  seventy  Men,  they  may  be  finished  in  less  than  a  fori^ 
eighty  M**  St^inmets  expects  to  receive  forty  two  pounda  p  ana.  for 
Ib9  whole.    I  wait  ypor  orders  for  my  Government. 

and  am  with  much  Respect 

Gent,  your  most  Obd.  Serv* 

ISAAC  MELCHER. 

DirecMd. 
To  The  H'ble  Council  of  Safety  p'soht 


Gent.  '  - 

My  father  is  about  to  Erect  a  Nail  factory  about  a  Mile  from  this 
City  w*^  will  be  of  publiok  utility  &  perhaps  may  merit  your  sanction, 
will  he  be  permitted  to  Employ  such  of  the  flessiaa  Prisoners  as 
may  bie  ihoIiD^d  to  work  ?  I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  y6tl'd te  pleaaed 
to  consult  the  H'ble  Council  on  that  head. 

I  ain  t?eht 

Your  most  Ob'd  Serv* 

ISAAC  MELGliEtt.    .. 

To  the  H'ble  Thomas  Wharton  &  Owen  Biddle,  Ssqn. 


u; 


^  1. 


6rdbr8,  Qbn*  Gatxs^  1777. 


^  •Twy.  81i  1777. 

It  is  (General  Gates's  orders  that  Col.  Melcher  app^mCs-a  ynp^ 
person  to  quarter  the  Troops  that  are  to  March  to  Germantown,  apd 
also  a  proper  person  at  each  of  Ike  thi^^e  Ferries  of  which  a  list  naa 
bcf^  given  to  Od.  Melcher  each  of  which  persons  is  to  shew  the  fol* 
lowing  order  to  the  officer  commanding  every  Sejpmeiil^.GoniDany 
or  detachment  passing  the  ferries. 
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It  is  General  OnWe  orders  that  none  of  the  Troops  comibe  fi*om 
Harjiand  or  Virginia  into  the  City  of  Philada.  to  avoid. the  Sknidl 
poX|  with  which  seyerai  person^  AM  attaoked|  But  march  directly  to 
Geimantown. 

L.  NICOLIT.  M, 


I. 


Majoe  Proctor  to  Council  of  gAFBTt  1T77. 

MofristowD;  January  81**  1777. 
Sir, 

By  some  conveyance  yon  w&I  receive  a  ktt^r  from  his  fexi^ellency 
Geo.  WashingtoUi  respecting  a  draft  of  Sixty  men  from  the  Artillery 
of  yonr  State  to  be  sent  tm  speedy  as  possible  to  Head  Quarters  at 
Morristown  to  supply  the  Vacancy's  made  by  the  Militia  Artill^iyi 
whose  cannon  for  the  want  of  men  axe  almost  ufleless.  Moreover  the 
Artillery  tkien  from  the  Northerin  department  will  continue  no  longe^r 
tluui  12^  Fcbmary  next,  that  I  concicve  there  is  the  greatest  necesr 
^y  for  your  sending  such  number  of.  men  as  can  be  spared  for  f 
seascmfrom  yoarservicoi  to  be  sent  under  the  command  of  Oaptiiin 
Ll  Courtneyi  Lieiit.  Efims  taking  charge  of  the  residue  of  the  mef 
that  may  remain  and  if  necessity  require  our  places  t)e  snppU'd  In 
CcdL  Mimini  &Cf  untill  you  may  think  proper  to  remand  us  bao^ 
again. 

I  bpg  leave  to  recomm^pd  to  your  Honours  Sergeant  Bobert  Mf 
Connel  #hbme  I  referred  for  your'gift  of  Lieu^  in  a  former  letter  th§ 
place  being  still  vacant,  hope  he  may  be  ihpught  worthy,  and  can 
assure  you,  his  usual  manner  is  Soldierly,  and  has  the  approbation 
of  the  Core  of  Officers,  x  esterday  Sundry  deserters  from  the  ArtiL> 
lery  made  llbeir  elopement  under  the  Sanction  of  their  times  of  £n* 
listmehi  befaig  expired,  and  being  discharged' by  his  Excellency,  the 
latter  proved  to  be  false,  and  to  the  former  some  exceptions.  ThQf 
are  sfspeoted,  of.  having  each;  stole  a  Hqrse ;  as  jBUoh  f^  numbet  of 
Horses'  were  taken  out  of  the  Commissary'  Generid's  stable  the  same 
night  they  went  away,  hope  you.'l  Issue  a  process  against  such  persons 
as  hereafter  mentioned  to  be  confined,  as  their  Villany  is  too  con- 
spicious  to  be  deny'd,  Vis :  Geo.  May  Twice  broke  for  refusii^g  to  go 
on  oom'di&nd,  €o  Fort  Montgomery,  and  Trenton,  when  legally  sum- 
Bpoed  and  now  most  assuredly  Expects  a  Commission  under  your 
hoacmrs,  the  others  are  Pharker  M^'Pherson,  James  Wilkins,  Henrf 
Snitor,, Thomas.  Dobson  Isaac  Soaford,  Deserters  in  the  Artillery, 
iuid  Army,  in  General'are  so  Prevalent  that  the  wcllfare  of  the  States 
are  Indangered,  this  day  made  an  Example  of  a  Deserter  and  thev 
Vj  giving  nim  800  lashes  and  Drum'd  him  out  with  halier  about  h^ 
S6ek  fin  presetiee  of  Numbers  of  Soldien. 
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,   I  ahoald  be  proud  to  know  jour  pleaanre  with  me  Sespeoting  Gton. 
Knox's  request. 

I  remain  y  most 

humble  Servant 

THOS.  PROCTOR. 
This  day  Colonel  Burknard  is  under  tryal  for  supos'd  Cowardise 
in  a  late  action  near  Ambois. 

Directed^ 
To  the  Chairman  in  CounciL 


Col.  John  Bulj^  to  Council  of  Sapbty,  1777. 

[Easton]  Jan^  81, 1777. 

The  Delegates  from  Conmss  Colls.  Taylor  &  Walton  ariv'd  on 
Wensday  y»  29**  and  yesterday  y»  80**  we  open'd  the  Treaty,  When 
the  Indians  Delivr'd  Two  Strings,  Three  Belts  and  about  half  their 
Talk  They  having  Throe  belts  more  to  deliver  this  Day,  the  Indfains 
ieem  to  be  Inclind  to  aet  the  wise  Part,  with  Respect  to  the  present 
Diaputo  if  they  are  to  be  relied  on  they  mean  to  be  Neuter,  we  have 
already  Learnt  their  good  Intentions  &  Great  Expectations  in  Re> 
eeiviog  Presents.  However  I  think  we  have  full  as  much  with  ns 
ap  will  satisfy  them,  we  have  not  a  word  of  news  here,  more  Soldien 
Returning  from,  than  there  are  going  ^to  the  Camp,  I  hope  that  is 
Mt  the  case  in  Philada. 

I  am  Sir  with 

Comp*  to  my  Brethren 

your  Hubl.  Serv* 

JNO.  BULL* 

Directed. 
To  the  Hon*  Tho>  Wharton  Esq.,  Preside  Council  of  Safety. 


Gbnl.  Putkam  to  Council  op  Sapmt,  1777. 

Princeton,  8 1*  Jan',  177T. 
Oendemen, 

]  J  shall  this  Day  forward  to  yon  15  Prisoners  taken  by  different 
Boouting  Parties,  and  several  Deserters.  We  have  no  News  BiBce  I 
last  wrote  you.  Tho  Militia  of  your  State  are  all  returning.  Np 
Aiguments  can  prevail  on  them  to  stay  Day  beyond  thm  6  Wadb|- 
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The  Affifin  of  Monmouth  wear  a  more  fevonnble  Aspect.  The 
People  of  that  Coanty  will,  I  am  in  hopes,  return  again  to  their 
Duty.  Col.  Furman  is  sent  there  to  command  and  pat  them  in  a 
proper  state  of  Defence. 

The  exorbitant  Prices  of  every  Necessary  Convenienoe  of  Life 
tl  Philad*,  are  (if  I  am  rightly  informed),  discour^ng,  distr^ssingi 
and  truly  alarming.  The  Conduct  of  the  New  England  Goyemh 
-meets,  in  this  Particular,  I  think  really  laudable,  and  exemplary^ 
They  have  (by  Committee  from  the  differeut  States)  fixed  the  Prices 
of  every  Article  and  employment,  even  to  the  Barbers,  which  I  now 
recollect  is  3'  p.  Man,  and  other  Things  proportionably  reasonable. 
This,  Gentlemen,  appears  to  me  a  Matter  of  vast  Importance,  as 
such  I  beg  leave  to  submit  it  to  your  most  serious  Consideration, 
and  doubt  not  the  Measures  which  your  Wisdom  shull  point  out, 
will  be  such  as  our  present  Necessities  require  and  the  Circumstances 
of  the  Times  will  admit. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

with  the  utmost  Esteem, 

Your  most  ob*  serv*, 

ISRAEL  PUTNAM. 

P.  8.  Dan  Carroll  and  W"  Hervey,  two  Deserters  from  the  82* 
BegS  are  Trades  Men,  and  would  be  glad  of  employ.  You  will 
please  to  notioe  them. 

ISRAEL  PUTNAM,  t 

To  The  Hon*>*  Tho^  Wharton,  Esq',  Pres*  of  y  Council  of 
Safbeji  Fhi]ad\ 


RECRuiTiKa  Instructions  for  Cam.  Isaac  Corbn,  Di- 

BSOTOB  OF  THE  LABORATORY  FOR  THB  UnITBD  StATBS. 

You  are  hereby  authorized  to  Inlist  in  any  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  all  such  able  Bodied  men  as  are  willing  to  Enter  into  the 
Service  and  pay  of  the  States,  being  under  the  Character  of  a 
Soldier  being  within  the  Descriptions,  and  upon  Directions  hereafter 
annexed,  vis :  First,  you  are  not  to  Inlist  none  but  Freemen  above 
the  age  of  seventeen,  and  under  that  of  fifty,  of  sufficient  stature  & 
ability  of  body  to  Discharge  all  the  offices  of  a  private  Soldier,  to 
be  free  from  Lameness,  or  other  Bodily  Infirmities  that  may  Render 
them  Incapable  of  Supporting  the  fatigues  of  a  Camp.  Secondly, 
yoa  are  not  to  Enlist  any  Deserter  from  the  army  of  the  King  oJP 
Great  Britain,  or  any  person  of  Disafiected  or  Suspicions  princl* 

el,  with   Regard  to  the  American  Cuuse.    Thirdly,  you  are  to 
list  to  Serve,  daring  the  present  War  with  Great  Britain  or.  For 
three  jeais,  nnkss  soonner  discharged  by  proper  authority.  Fourthly. 
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Svery  Saldiar  Enlisted  ts  toon  as  may  be,  to  be  engaged  befere  adme 
peaoe  officer,  Judge  advocate,  or  some  of  his  Deputiesy  agreeable  to 
Ahe  wotioD  of  the  article  of  War.  Erery  person  so  engaged  to  be 
mustered  before  the  muster  master  General,  or  some  of  his  Bepntis^ 
if  they  are  within  a  reasonable  distance,  if  not,  belbra  Some  Migor 
jGlenend,  BrigMiier  Col^  Commanding  a  Brigade ;  a  snrgoon  to  be 
fieaent;  all  the  Charge  and  Expences  &r  Every  Soldier  Bnlistsd| 
that  may  not  pass  Master  for  defects  pointed  ont  in  these  Ltttmo- 
tions,  shall  be  paid  by  the  officer  that  engaged  them ;  yon  are  hmsby 
anthoriied  and  employed  to.  give  as  a  rewaid  and  promise  in  behalf 
oi  the  public  service,  said  engagement,  to  every  noncommisnooed 
officer  k  soldier  that  shall  Enlist  over  and  above  the  pay  of  the  Oon- 
tinental  Artillery,  and  provision  allready  allowed,  that  they  abaU 
Seceive  a  Bounty  of  Twentv  DoUars  k  a  suit  of  Gloathea,  tbe 
Oloathes  to  be  given  annually  as  long  jm  they  Oontinoe  in  tiie 
Service,  &  at  the  End  of  three  years,  or  the  End  of  the  War,  Bverj 
private  or  noncommissioned  officer  that  Compleats  his  Service 
agreeable  to  his  engagement,  shall  be  entitled  to  one  Hundred  acres 
of  Land.  Those  that  Die  or  are  EalH  in  the  Service,  their  Legal 
Bepresentatives  are  to  be  Intitled  to  the  Same  as  a  further  Eneour* 
agement.  You  are  hereby  authoriied  to  promise  that  all  that  are 
unfortunately  maimed  in  the  Service,  and  rendered  in  the  Service 
Incapable  of  Geting  a  Support,  Shall  Receive  half  pay  During  their 
natural  Lifes,  agreeable  to  the  Resolve  of  Congress  in  that  Case 
nfade  and  provided,  and  as  a  further  Encouragement  to  the  Soldiers 
4o  be  Enlisted  as  Laboratory-men,  you  may  promise  the  privates  one 
Dollar  per  'month,  over  and  above  the  provision  already  made,  and 
to  the  Sergeauts  two  Dollars  ^  month,  and  to  the  Bombadiera  & 
Corporab  one  Dollar  &  i  ^  mouthy  the  above  aditional  pay  is  only 
to  Continue  while  they  are  Employed  in  the  Laboratory. 

BEiNJA  FLOWER^  Cems'17  HL  VL 
Philadelphia,  Peb^  !•*,  1777. 

Agreeable  to  the  Instructions  from  hb  Excellency  Gkn*  Wash- 
ington. 


Chbistiin  Wibtz,  T.  M.,  to  Couiicil,  1777* 

Lancaster,  1^  Febi^i  1777* 
Tbos.  Wharton,  Esq'.,  Sir, 

It  gives  me  real  uneasiness  that  I  deem  it  my  indispensiUe  da^ 
In  trouble  you  with  my  own  Sentiments,  reUtive  to  an  Affair  which 
appears  to  me  to  be  of  the  utmost  utility  in  this  place.  From  the 
^ry  considerable  quantity  of  Gunpowder  resposited  here  (which  nel 
kss  than  19  Tuns  and  more  expected  daily)  I  think  it  woaM.  be 
ajbaolntely  Jieoesaaryi  m  well  for  the  PjibUtk  aafiatyt  m  tkai  ^  Jte 
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AmnniiioDy  to  l^«ve  a  proper  Maguine  erected  for  the  Parpdso  of 
containing  Pablic  Stores  of  all  kinds,  especially  as  thera  is  no 
iKilldiag  bore  at  present  proper  for  that  purpose.  Should  this  pro- 
posal meet  with  jour  Approbation,  I  conceive  it  would  be  proper  to 
begin  to  provide  neoessarj  Materials  for  that  Purpose  before  the 
Smsou  of  Boilding  begins^  which  I  shall  take  proper  care  to  sss 
perfinrmed  in  the  t^st  Manner  my  Abilitys  will  Admit  of.  'I  hops 
yoo*ll  iavoBr  me  with  an  Answer  as  soon  as  Poseibloi  and  am  with 
doe  Asspeqty 

^Sir,  your  most 

Obed't  Berv't, 
j  CHRISTIAN  WIRTZ,  Migor, 

I  Powder         '\  Neoessary  for  this  State,  ought  to  be  thought  of 

Magasine&'>  immediately,  as  the  House  now  rented  for  that 
Stores,  3      purpose  is  full. 

Direeudj 
To  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq'.;  Philadelphia,  at  Council  Safety. 


J.  Habshall  to  Maj.  Ennion  Williams,  1T77. 

Chatham,  Feb  1-*,  1777. 

Sir, 

My  so  long  defering  writing  to  you  was  sometimes  for  want  of  aa 
opportanity,  and  when  that  offer'd  had  not  any  paper.     I  shallJost 

Sive  yon  a  brief  aoo^  of  our  proceedings  since  you  left  us.  A  few 
sys  aftor  we  arriv'd  at  this  place,  a  party  of  our  Reg^  was  ordered 
out  on  a  scout  with  Col.  Weine,  who  met  with  a  party  of  the  iJna- 
deren,  had  a  small  skirmish  with  them,  in  which  we  lost  Serj^  Wea- 
ver. Soon  after  a  large  party  was  ordered  out;  Mess^  Bobbb 
Sneider,  ft  myself  was  in  the  number,  the  whole  was  commanded 
by  Col.  B  r,  from  Virginia,  a  man  who  has  distinguished  him* 
self  for,  I  was  going  to  say  cowardice,  but  shall  only  impute  it  to 
his  weakly  oonstttuticm  not  agreeing  with  the  smell  of  sulphur ;  but 
to  give  you  a  more  particular  ace*  of  the  matter,  our  body  consisted 
of  about  800  men,  (officers  included,)  who  met  with  upwards  of 
Double  the  number,  near  Bonum  Town,  we  were  posted  in  a  very 
advantageous  piece  of  ground,  with  a  great  plenty  of  Timber,  the 
Enemy  were  in  the  o^n  field  with  two  field  pieces,  but  were  twice 
repuls'd  as  they  attempted  to  gain  the  woods,  after  fighting  nesf 
hslf  an  hour  we  were  obliged  to  retreat,  and  to  the  great  surprise  of 
every  one,  without  the  loss  either  of  one  man  or  blood,  except  ona 
eowardly  fellow  who  was  much  confus'd  in  running  off,  ran  into  a 
briar  bash  whieh  sontoh'd  his  hand  that  the  blood  appeared.    Our 
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Col.  however  took  care  to  posh  off  at  the  first  fire  in  order  to  make 
a  safe  retreat. 

It  ia  said  the  Enemy  had  that  day  kill'd  &  wounded  npwarda  of 
seventy,  many  of  which  were  officers  of  distinction. 

Mr.  Hufner  is  just  arrived  with  seventeen  men,  which  if  like 
those  heretofore,  will  be  only  an  additional  trouble  to  us,  as  they 
are  mnch  dissatisfied,  some  wanting  money,  &c.  I  shou'd  be  glad 
how  soon  some  more  of  the  officers,  or  the  whole  Reg*  was  ordered, 
here,  or  were  called  to  Philad*,  many  indeed  has  gone  without  mj 
leave. 

You'l  Please  S'  give  my  compliments  to 
Gentlemen,  the  officers  of  bar  Corps, 
.except  Mr.  liobb's  &  Soiergen's  Complim^. 

believe  me  to  be  Dea'  S', 
your  most  Obed't 

H'ble  Serv't, 

J.   HARSHALL. 
Direciedf 
To  Major  Enion  Williams,  in  the  Penn*.  Rifle  Reg*,  Philadelphia. 


Maj.  Ennion  Williams  to  Council,  1777. 

PhUadelphia,  February  4"',  1777. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  General  Washington's  Instruction  to  me,  there  are 
a  Number  of  the  officers  sent  on  the  Recruiting  Service,  and  others 
are  collecting  the  Straglers  and  Deserters  from  the  Regiment. 

Philadelphia  is  appointed  the  Place  of  Rendevoua,  and  I  haT^ 
given  such  other  Directions  as  appeared  to  me  for  the  Benefit  of  the 
Regiment 

'  Captain  Farmer  is  the  next  officer  in  Rank,  and  is  recovered  89 
much  as  to  attend  to  the  Care  of  the  Regiment.  Captain  AndenioB| 
Capt.  Garret,  and  several  Subaltern  officers  sufficient  to  attend  to 
the  Duty  here,  are  now  in  the  City. 

The  several  Promotions  above  me  renders  my  Station  no  longer 
honorable,  I  therefore  request  that*  the  Council  will  accept  of  my 
Commission  which  is  here  inclosed. 

I  am,  Sir, 

with  great  Esteem, 

your  very  humble  Serv't, 

ENNION  WILLIAMS  * 
Directed. 

Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Honorable  the  Go«»- 
cil  of  Safety  in  Pennsylvania. 

-.  *  His  resignation  accepted,  and  Lewis  Fanner  appointed  te  aneeead  klai 
Feb.  6th.    CoL  Beo.  Vol  XL  p.  116. 
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Expenses  op  the  Committbe  op  Safety, 

The  Committee  of  Safety. 


1776. 


Dwl1776. 

12,  DioDer, 
Wine, 
PoDoh  &  Beer, 

13,  DioDer, 
Wioe, 
Punch  &  Porter, 

14,  Dinner, 
Wine, 
Panch, 

15,  Dinner, 
Wine, 
Ponch  &  Beer, 

16,  Dinneri 
Wine, 

Punch  &  Beer, 
Sapper, 
Wine, 

17,  Dinner. 
Wine, 
Toddy  &  Beer, 

18,  Dinner, 
Wine, 
Beer, 
Coffee, 

10,  Dinner, 
Wine, 
Toddy  &  Beer, 

20,  Dinner, 
Wine, 
Toddy,  Porter,  Beer, 

21,  Dinner, 
Wine, 


£1   10  0 
16  0 
5  6 
1  10  0 
15  0 
5  6 
1  10 
15 
5 
1  10 
15 
8 
1  10 
15 
5 
14 
15 
1  10 
12  6 

4  6 
1  10 

15 
1  6 
10  6 
1  10 
12  6 
8  6 
1  10 
12  6 

5  6 
1  10 
12  6 

Toddy,  Porter  &Beer,  15  6 


22,  Dinner, 
Wine, 
Toddy  &  Beer, 

23,  Dinner, 
Wine, 
Porter, 

24,  Dinner, 
Wine, 
Porter, 
GoAm, 

3S^  Dinner,. 


1  10  6 

7  6 

8  6 
1  10 

15 

8 

1  10 

15 

8 

12 

1  10 


Deo.  1776. 
Wine, 
Porter, 
Coflfee,  , 

26,  Dinner, 
Wine, 
Porter, 

27,  Dinner, 
Wine, 

Toddy  &  Beer, 
Coffee, 
China  Broke, 

28,  Dinner, 
Wine, 
Porter  &  Beer, 

29,  Dinner, 
80,  Dinner, 

Toddy, 

Wine, 

Porter  &  Beer, 
31,  Dinner,  . 

Wine,    . 

Porler  &  Beer, 
Jan.  1,  1777. 

Dinner, 

Wine, 

Porter, 
2,    Dinner, . 

Wine, 

Porter  &  Toddy, 
8,   Dinner, 

Wine, 

Porter  &  Toddy, 

Coffee, 

4,  Dinner, . 
Wine, 

Porter  &  Toddy, 

5,  Dinner, 
Wine, 

Porter  &  Toddy, 

6,  Dinner, 
Wine, 

Porter  &  Toddy, 
Ooflee,  . 
7;   Diiweri 


1 

1 


1 
1 


1 
1 


1 
1 

1 
1 

1 
1 


1 
1 


2  6 

8 

10  6 
10 
15 

8 
10 

2  6 

8  6 
10  6 

2 
10 
15 

4 
10 
10 

2 
10 

4 
10 

2 

4 


6 


6 


6 
6 


6 


10 
2 
8 

10 
2 
6 

10 
2 
8 

12 

10 
2 
8 
1  10 
7 
6 
1  10 

15 
8 

12 


6 


6 
6 


6 


6 
6 
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Jan.  1777. 

7,  Wine,  .  .15 
Porter  &  Toddy,    .  5  6 

8,  Dinner,  .  .  1  10 
Wine,  .  .  15 
Toddy  Beer  &  Porter,  7 
Coflfee,          .         .  9 

9|   Dinner,  .      1  10 

Wine,  .         .  15 

Toddy  Porter  A  Beer,       7 
Coffee,  .         .  4  6 

10,  Dinner,  110 
Wine,  15 
Toddy  Porter  k  Boer,  7 
Ooffee,          .         .  4  6 

11,  Dinner,  .       1  10 
Wine,           .  15 
Toddy  Porter  &  Beer,       7  6 
Coffee,          .         .  4  6 

l2,*Dinner,  .      1  10 

Wine,  .         .  16 

Porter  &  Beer,  7  6 

The  Porter's  Dinner  \^     r. 
26  Days,  j^     ^ 

Glass  Broke,        .  2  6 

18,  Dinner,  •      1  10 

Wine,  •         .  16 

Toddy  Porter  &  Bter,        7 

14,  Dinner,  1  10 
Wine,  1  17  6 
Toddy  Porter  &  Beor,       7 
Toddy,         .         .  2  6 

15,  Dinner,  •      1  10 
Wine,          .        .  7  6 
Toddy  Porter  A  Beer,       7 

16,  Dinner,  .       1  10 
Wine,           .         .  7  6 
Toddy  Porter  &  Beer,       7 

17,'Dinner,  .  .  1  10 
Wine,  .        .      1  10 

Toddy  Porter  &  Beer,       7  6 

18,  Dinner,  .  1  10 
Wine,  1 

.    Toddy  Porter  &  Beer,       7  6 

19,  Dinner,  .      1  10 
Wine,           .  1 
Toddy  Porter  &  Beer,       9  6 

20,  Dinner,  ..  -  1  10 
Wme,  1 


Jan.  1777. 

•20,  Toddy  Porter  &  Beer,        7 

21,  Dinner,  .  .  1  10 
Wine,  .  •  15 
Toddy  Porter  &  Beer,        7 

22,  Dinner,  1  10 
Wine,    •                .1 
Toddy  Porter  ft  Beer,        7 

'  Sangre,  11 

28,  Dinner,  .  .  1  10 
Wine,  .         .1 

Toddy  Porter  A  Beer,        7 

24,  Dinner,  •  .  .  1  10 
Wine,  .         .       1 

•     Toddy  Porter  &  Beer,      12 

25,  Dinner,  .  .  1  10 
Wine,  .  1  10 
Toddy  Porter  &  Beer,        7 

27,  Dinner,         .         .       1  10 
Wine,  .         .       1 
Toddy  Porter  k  Beer,        7 

28,  Dinner,        .         .       1  10 
Wine,  1 
Toddy  Porter  k  Beer,       7 

29,  Dinner,        .        .       1  10 
Wine,  .  1 
Toddy  Porter  k  Beer,        7 
Pheason  Beer  k  Cheese,    6 

80,  Dinner,  .       110 

Wine,  .      8  10 

Toddy  Porter  &  Beer,      9  10 

an.  Dinner,  .  .  1  10 
Wine,  10 

Toddy  Porter  k  Beer,        7 

Feb. 

1,  Dinner,  .  .  12 
Wine,  .  10 
Toddy  ftBeer,      '.  8  6 

2,  Dinner,         .         .       1  10 
Wine,  .  1 
Toddy  Porter  k  Boer,       7 

8,    Dinner,  .       1  10 

Wine,    ...       1 
Toddy  Porter*  Beer,       7 

4,  Dinner,  .  .  1  10 
Wine,  10 

Toddy  Porter  k  Beer,       7 
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Ordbb  to  Col.  Mblchwi,  1777 

In  Counoa  of  Safety,  Feb  7"'  1777. 
Sir; 

Toa  ire  hereby  directed,  to  Examine  tlio  HotiMi  ill  iliis  City  & 
Liberties  ocenpi^  as  Barracks  &  Clear  as  many  of  them  as  possible 
by  removing  the  Soldiers  where  they  are  bat  few  &  collecting  them 
80  as  to  keep  those  Hoases  that  are  still  retained  as  Bamoks  proper- 
ly fill'd.  It  IS  particnlarly  desired  by  this  Oonncil  that  yon  remove 
tbo  few  Uiai  are  in  Mr.  Wisharts  House  &  get  proper  persons  to  ex- 
amine the  Damages  done,  that  it  may  be  paid,  &  in  general  whenever 
yon  give  up  a  House  you  are  to  have  it  olean'd  &  restore  xl  to  tbt 
Proprietor  thereof  in  decent  good  order. 

To  Gol.  Heldier. 


Gmr.  Putnam  to  Council,  1777. 

Princeton,  Feb  8«»,  1777 
Gendemeo, 

Nothing  extraordinary  has  happened  since  my  last — His  Exeellen'' 
ey  still  remains  at  Morris  Town,  Gen'I.  Warner  at  Bound  Brook  & 
Gen'l.  Dickinson  at  Somerset,  have  sen  1^ under  guard  of  Major  Yanse's 

meB prisoneTB  who  were  left  here,  as  tenders  on  the  Sick  & 

Wounded,  belonging  to  the  British  Army. 

I  am  Gentlemen  your 

Hum*  Serv*. 

ISEAEL  PUTNAM.    , 

Directed, 
To  the  Honorable  Council  of  Safety,  Philada. 


Dasu.  'Sutbah  aid  to  Gen,  P.,  1777. 

Princeton,  Feb.  8>  1777. 

OorponI  Gibson,  W"  Hamilton.  W-  Taylor,*  Robert  Henderson, 
htf^bMii'left  hen  to  take  care  .of  the  sick  &  wounded,  &  have  behi- 
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yed  themselves  very  orderly  k  sober,  I  do  therefore  recommend  that 
they  may  have  their  liberty  &  not  be  put  in  close  confinement 

DANIEL  PUTNAM. 
Aid  de  Camp,  to 

GEN.  PUTNAM. 
Directed, 
To  the  Oommandiog  officer  of  the  Prison. 


James  Seable  to  Rob.  Mobbis,  1777. 

Bristol;  Thursday  Evening^ 
6  o'clock. 
My  I>  Sir, 

I  have  just  reached  this  place  from  the  sea  side  wch  I  left  two 
Hours  later  than  the  Express  of  yesterday  by  whom  I  had  the  jdea* 
sure  to  write  you.  At  2  o'clock  yesterday  the  whole  Fleety  consiatinjE 
of  something  under  one  hundred  Sail,  altered  their  course,  wind  atiu 
at  N.  West,  &  stood  to  the  eastward  with  a  fresh  breese  &  by  3  o'dooki 
at  which  time  I  left  the  shear,  they  were  nearly  all  under  the  Horison 
For  some  time  after  they  came  round  the  hook  they  stood  to  the 
southward  &  continued  that  course  till  after  the  Express  went  oC 
Two  of  their  convoy  (Frigates)  continued  standing  to  the  aouthwud 
after  the  Fleet  had  Chang'd  their  course  but  I  soon  found  they  were 
standing  out  to  speak  an  inward  bound  Frigate,  from  the  southwards 
I  do  not  know  but  this  intelligence  may  be  of  importance  and  hatt 
tt^erefoxe  sent  a  man  express  with  it. 

I  am,  my  D'  Sir, 
Your  affec*  &  Devoted  Friend,  fto. 

JAMES  SEAELIL 
Directed. 

On  Continental  Service^  Robert  Morris^  Esq'.;  Philadelphia. 

?^  Express. 
ndorted, — Mr.  Bradford  is  requested  to  send  this  letter  imme- 
diately to  Mr.  Morris.    J.  Searle^  Bristol^  half  after  six. 


Thos.  Savadgb  to  Council,  1777. 

Pennsylvania  Salt  works,  Feb.  10,  1777. 
Sir, 

Yon  will  please  to  lay  the  enclosed  before  the  Hon^«  Oonncil  and 
assist  M'  Salter  the  bearer  hereof  in  getting  such  things  as  they 
ordoTi  in  particular  dont  fail  sending  the  stove  pipes,  there  beia| 
some  of  the  Militia  here  and  no  conveniences  for  them  but  in  4|m 
BtoveS;  the  medicine  chest  is  as  necessary  an  article  a0  anything  fti 
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Hmj  of  iheie  people  should  be  wounded  there  is  no  Doetor  in  less 
tliaii  thirty  miles,  therefore  should  be  glad  to  be  provided  a  small 
iBsefull  ohat  if  the  Gonneil  thinks  proper. 

I  remain  with  due  respect, 

Your  Hb**  Ser^. 

THOS.  SAVADGE. 

JHrectedj 

To  Jacob  Howell,  E^',  Sect^  to  the  Hon.  Council  of  Safety  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 


ThOS.  SAVADaB  TO  COUNCIL  OP  SAFETY,  1777. 

Pe^sylvania  Saltworks,  Feb.  10, 1777.   j 
Geot"! 

On  Monday,  the  27*^  of  last  month,  a  small  Sloop  or  tender  oamt 
nto  this  inletl,  Maned  Chiefly  by  Tories,  Who  Went  on  board  a  sloop 
hdoDgiBg  to  M'  James  Randolph  &  Others,  with  intent  to  take  her 
Out;  bal  not  being  able  to  accomplish  that,  plundered  her  of  What 
they  Could  and  went  off  on  seeing  a  small  party  of  MiKtia  coming 
down  from  the  head  of  the  river,  who  happened  to  get  intelligence 
of  their  being  in ;  their  buisness,  I  am  informed,  was  to  cary  OdI 
fbe  Sloop,  and  a  prize  schooner  that  has  lain  here  some  time,  and  I 
apprehend  belcmgs  to  Congress  in  part,  (but  am  not  certain  in  thai 
point)  then  to  destroy  these  Works,  Which  it  seems  they  are  deter- 
mined to  Do  if  possible. 

On  Monday,  the  3^'  inst.  they  came  again ;  went  to  M'  Randolph's 
hou8^  took  the  schooner's  Sails  and  rigging,  Carryed  it  on  board, 
and  attempted  on  Tuesday  morning,  to  carry  her  Off;  but  running 
her  aground  Opposite  these  Works,  left  her  and  went  on  board  M*" 
Randolph's  Sloop  &  Stripped  her  of  her  sails  &  riging  and  what 
more  v*  could  take  in  their  boats  and  stood  out  to  sea ;  there  being 
a  small  party  of  Militia  at  these  works  at  the  same  time,  and  another 
party  on  good  luck  point  which  is  near  Were  Mr.  Randolph's  Sloop 
lay,  and  who,  in  my  opinion,  might  have  taken  the  Tories  and  Sloop 
had  there  been  either  good  Officers  or  Men  :  but  the  Militia  of  this 
pari  of  the  Country  are  by  no  means  Calculated  for  the  defence 
thereof;  for  more  Uian  half  of  them  are  Tories,  and  the  rest  but 
little  better. 

I  am  of  Opinion  that  if  this  part  of  the  Country  is  to  ba  defended 
It  mmi  be  by  Continental  troops,  who  know  their  duty,  or  Militia  of 
nother  State :  also  one  or  two  Gallys  to  protect  this  and  the  Neigli4 
Maiiog  inletts.  I  am  in  expectation  of  another  Yissett  from  theiii. 
Wing  informed  that  Colonel  Morris  is  preparing  a  strong  party  to 
Come  by  land,  &  at  UkQ  &uue  time  two  Tenders  or  a  Galley  are  to 

Vol.  v.— 10 
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eome  inio  the  inleti.  If  this  be  true,  the  Works  mre  gone  and  everjf 
thing  else  they  please ;  for  the  people  here  Will  Chiefij  take  part 
With  them  as  soon  as  there  Appears  a  Sufficient  number  to  repet 
the  few  Militia  that  there  is  any  dependence  on.  If  troops  are  sta- 
tioned here,  there  must  be  barracks  built  for  their  AccomodatioUi 
there  not  being  room  in  the  Works  for  them  Without  the  Greatest 
inconvenience ;  or  inhabitanta  in  the  Neighbourhood  to  Billet  them 
on.  Whatever  Accomodations  May  he  thought  proper  to  be  pro- 
yided  for  them,  I  shall  do  every  thing  in  My  power  to  forward, 
Agreahle  to  the  Instructions  I  receive,  in  the  best  Manner  I  can. 
I  find  it  Very  difficult  getting  My  people  together ;  some  are  gone 
to  the  regulars,  &  Some  bid  &  run  away;  others  joined  their  respec- 
tive Companies  of  Militia,  and  on  duty.  I  have  got  Gen.  Putnam's 
protection  for  them,  &  shall  Make  Use  of  it  the  best  manner  I  can, 
and  do  ^very  thing  in  My  power  to  Carry  the  Works  into  execution 
as  Soon  as  possible ;  but  the  season  is  much  Against  me.  Provisions 
his  Scarce  to  be  had  Without  Old  Money ;  then  I  could  find  enough 
Beef  I  can  get  none,  yet  have  got  but  18001b  of  pork,  that  at  5'  donft 
know  that  I  oan  get  any  more. 

I  have  Sent  M'  W*  Salter,  the  bearer  hereof,  With  a  Wagon  for 
ihe  following  Articles,  Which  I  much  Want  and  cannot  be  With* 
ont :  One  doa*  Blankets,  there  being  None  to  be  had  in  this  part  of 
the  Country ;  one  barrell  of  rum,  a  good  Spy  Glass,  a  Small  MedU 
oine  Chest,  With  salves  &o.,  and  the  Stove  pipes.  M'  Howell  knows 
of  the  rest  of  his  load  he  Will  have  ready  at  my  house.  Please  to 
Order  him  dispatched  as  soon  as  possible,  he  being  hired  by  the  daj| 
and  Some  of  the  Articles  he  is  to  bring  Very  Much  Wanted. 

I  remain,  (Jen"', 

Your  Most  Humb»«  Ser^*, 

THO-  SAVADGK.* 

To*The  Hon.  Council  of  Safety  of  the  State  of  Pensylvaiiia. 


David  Potter  to  the  Council  of  Sapbty,  177T. 

B^triton,  near  MiUston,  11th  Pebr'y.,  1777. 
Gentlemen^ 

This  Serves  to  inform  you,  ^  Orders  from  General  Dickinson,  in 
whose  Brigade  I  am,  to  forward  me  ^  the  Bearer,  Constant  Smith, 
F<«ty  Stand  of  Arms  and  Accontriments  as  ^  Inventory  Indosedi 
as  the  Men  are  now  here  who  are  to  SUnd  till  the  firqC  of  April, 
Beg  the  Bearer  to  be  dispatched  as  Soon  as  possable.    The  Qei^  Imi 

.  *  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  XL,  p.  128. 
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Likewise  Sent  *^ S'd  CoDvejance  10  guns^  which  he  requesto  maybe 
Sent  to  the  Armors  to  be  repaird, 

and  am/  with  due  respect,  Sirs, 

Your  Very  Homb'  Serv* 

DAV*  POTTER. 
40  Onna  &  Bsjonets. 
30  Catarage  Boxes. 

JHrtetedf 

To  The  HoDOorable,  the  Coancill  of  Saiftj  in  Philadelphia. 
y^  Constant  > 
Smith,  j 


John  Hancock  to  Council  op  Safety,  1777. 

Baltimore,  11»*  Febr^,  1777. 
Gentlemen : 

The  Bearer  of  this,  Mr.  Dickinson,  is  the  Owner  of  tfao  Waggon 
smppKed  Gapt.  jCasdrop  for  the  purpose  of  transport*  the  money 
ordered  to  yon  by  Congress.  His  waggon  was  Retarn'd,  &  to  thitf 
Day  no  notice  is  taken  of  him,  or  any  Directions  rcc'd  as  to  tho 
Discharge  of  the  hire.  I  Beg  to  call  yC  attention  to  him,  and  thai 
yon  will  please  to  order  him  paym^  I  now  have  his  Waggon  in 
Employ,  but  it  was  difficult  to  obtain  it,  as  the  paym*  for  the  former 
hire  was  not  made.  These  Delays  prejudice  the  Servioe,  &  surely 
Cap*  Casdrop  ought  to  have  seen  the  waggon  properly  Discharg'd. 

I  am  with  Bespct,  Oen% 

Your  most  hum.  8v% 

JOHN  HANCOCK. 
To  the  Hon*  Council  of  Sfj^fety  of  Pennsylv%  Philadel\ 


OaDERS  TO  City  Guard,  1777- 

January  the  6<»,  1777.    • 

A  SeaTJant,  1  Oorp^  &  12  men  to  mount  guard  at  General 
Iwingt  Qaariera,  k  be  continued  till  further  orders.  The  Northern 
District  to  furnish  1  Sub.,  1  Ser^,  1  CorpS  &  16  men  to  the  Bridgt 
pud,  1  Oorp>  &  3  men  to  the  Statehouse  Guard.  The  Southern 
Bistriot  to  mount  0  at  the  StatebousC;  &  1  Seij';  1  Corp^;  &  12  mea 
bi  the  ganeral'a  goard. 
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General  Orders. 

The  Barrack  Master  Gen^  to  ma)re  a  Daily  retnm  of  tbe  Trooptf 
quartered  in  the  City  to  the  Town  Major,  with  the  place  where  the 
are  quartered,  who  is  strickly  ordered  to  report  to  the  Commanding 
Officer  the  States  of  the  Rigement  present.  The  Commanding  Offi- 
cers of  the  Bigments  or  Companys  as  they  arrive  to  make  Betoms 
of  the  Arms  that  may  be  Deficient,  &  prepare  their  Men  for  March- 
ing with  the  utmost  Deligence.  Each  Commanding  Officer  of  Big- 
ments or  Companys  to  make  Daily  Returns  to  the  Brigde  Major, 
and  order  an  Officer  to  attend  at  head  Quarters  at  12  o'Ulook  Daily, 
for  orders.  It  is  General  Ewiogs  orders  that  the  persons  employed 
by  the  Barrack  Master  General  to  Quarter  troops  in  the  City  or 
Barracks,  be  each  provided  with  a  copy  of  the  above  orders,  which 
they  must  communicate  to  officers  commanding  every  party  that 
marches  in. 

January  the  7**,  1777. 

The  Northern  District  to  furnish  1  Sub.  &  20  men  to  the  Bridge 
guard,  &  3  men  to  the  Statehonse  guard.  The  Southern  District  to 
furnish  1  Serj^  &  1  Corp*  to  the  Bridge  guard,  12  men  to  the  gnm* 
lals  guard,  &  1  Corp*  &  6  men  to  the  Statefaouse  guard. 

A  Corp*  &  4  men  to  mount  guard  at  Helseimer's  Tavern,  the 
npper  end  of  Market  Street.  The  Southern  Diatriot  to  forniah  thia 
guard  to  Day. 

January  the  8%  1777. 

The  Northern  District  to  furnish  1  Sub.,  1  Seij*  &  1  Corp'  Co  th^ 
Bridge  Guard,  1  SerjS  1  Corp*  &  12  men  to  the  General's  guard, 
&  men  to  the  Statehonse  guanl.  The  Southern  District  to  furnish 
16  men  to  the  Bridge  guard,  1  Corp^  to  the  Statehonse  guards  &  1 
Corp*  &  4  men  to  the  Forage  guard  at  Helseimera. 

January  the  9**,  1777. 

The  Northern  District  to  furnish  1  Sub.,  1  Serj*,  1  Corp"  &  16 
men  to  the  Bridge  guard,  1  Corp*  &  9  men  to  the  Statehonse  guard* 
The  Southern  District  1  SeijS  1  Corp'ft  12  men  to  the  Gea^gnard. 

January  the  10«*»,  1777. 

The  Northern  District  to  furnish  1  Sub.  1  Serj*,  1  Corp"  and  16 
men  to  the  Bridge  guard,  &  9  men  to  the  Statehonse.  The  Southern 
District  to  furnish  1  Serj*,  1  Corp*,  &  12  men  to  the  General's 
guard,  k  1  Corp*  &  9  men  to  the'Statehouse  guard. 

January  the  ll*",  1777- 

The  Northern  Distriot  to  fiimieh  1  Sub.  to*  the  Bridge  gnard^  I 
Gurp^  &  12  men  to  the  Qen>*  guard,  &  1  Corp"  &  9  men  to  the 
Statehonse  guard.  The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Setj^  1  Oorp^ 
ft  16  men  to  the  Bridge  guard,  ft  1  8erj«  to  the  General's  Goaxd. 

The  General  orders  that  all  the  Troops  ihat  ace  htiius  Citjr^ 
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Begnlars  as  well  as  Militia,  prepare  to  march  Immecleately  to  Bris- 
tol, k  all  Officers  who  have  not  made  BeturDs,  &  got  orders  for  tho 
De^sessaries  for  their  men,  are  directed  to  apply  without  Delay.  The 
Barrack  Master  General  is  ordered  to  make  Regular  returns  to  the 
Town  Major,  who  is  Directed  to  make  regular  and  Daily  returns  to 
the  General.  The  Commanding  Officers  of  each  Battallion  or  Com- 
pany are  Directed  to  Parade  the  men  at  Head  Quarters  as  soon  as 
possible  in  order  to  march  of  their  men. 

January  the  12**,  1777. 

The  Northern  District  to  furnish  1  Suh.,  1  Sejj%  1  CorpS  1 18 
asen  to  the  Bridge  guard,  &  12  men  to  the  general's  guard.  The 
Southem  District  to  furnish  1  Serj*  &  1  Corp^  to  the  Qenerul's  guard| 
&  1  Corp*  &  9  men  to  theStatehouse. 

The  General  Orders  eyery  Officer  and  Soldier,  either  in  the  Con- 
tinental Troops  in  this  State,  or  Militia  (Coll.  Fleming's  Rigmeat 
excepted,)  now  in  this  Town,  to  Assemble  in  the  Barrack  Yard  To 
morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock,  with  their  Arms  &  Accoutrements, 
4m  pain  of  being  severely  Punished  for  any  neglect.  Coll.  Flemiag's 
SttgBlars  is  to  parade  at  the  same  time  at  the  New  Market  on  Second 
Street,  South  End  of  this  City.  The  Troops  are  to  Draw  tiiree  Days 
ProfiMeDs  To-morrow  morning,  which  is  to  be  Immediately  Cooked. 

January  the  IS**,  1777. 

The  Northern  District  to  furnish  1  Sub.  for  the  Bridge  guard, 
1  Serj^  1  Corp*,  &  12  for  the  general's  guard,  &  1  Corp*  &  6  men 
for  ihe  Siatehouse  guard.  The  Southern  District  to  furnish  to  fur- 
ftish  1  Serj^,  1  Corp*,  &  16  men  to  the  Bridge*guard,  and  8  men  to 
ihe  Statehouse.  The  General  guard  having  burned  half  a  cord  of 
woodin  3  Days,  which  should  hava^  lasted  7,  Every  Officer,  SeijS  ot 
Corporal  who  commands  a  guard,  must  be  carfull  that  no  Wood 
should  be  wasted  or  burned  beyond  that  shall  be  charged  to  their 
Aeoeanl. 

When  any  Officer  confines  a  man  in  the  guard  room,  the  Officer 
of  the  guard  is  to  report  the  name  of  the  prisoner,  the  Company  be 
belongs  to,  ft  his  crime  to  .the  Town  Major  when  he  Dismounts  the 
guard ;  and  when  a  man  is  once  confined,  no  Officer  or  other  person 
28  to  release  the  prisoner  but  by  order  of  the  Council  of  Safety, 
General,  or  Town  Major. 

The  General  Orders  that  every  Officer  ft  Soldier  either  in  the 
Continental  Army  or  Militia  now  m  this  City,  to  Parade  to-morrow 
Morning  at  the  Barracks,  at  12  o'Clock,  with  all  their  Accoutre- 
ments and  Bageage,  with  three  Days'  Provisons  Ready  Cooked  that 
tbey  may  March  Immeadiaetly. 

January  the  14**,  1777. 

The  Norlh«ni  District  to  furnish  .1  Sub.,  1  SerjS  1  Corp*,  ft  16 
Ben  to  the  Bridge  gqard;  ft  6  men  to  the  Statehous^.    Th^  Southern 
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IHstriot  to  famish  I'SerjS  I  Corp*,  &  12  men  to  the  general's  guard, 
&  1  Corp^  &  8  men  to  the  Statehoose. 

January  the  15<*,  1777. 
The  Northern  District  to  furnish  1  Suh.  to  the  Bridge  guard,  & 
1  Corp'l  &  9  men  to  the  Statehouse  guard.     The  Southern  Diatrict 
to  furnish  1  Serj',  1  Corp^,  &  16  men  to  the  Bridge  guard. 

January  the  16«^,  1777. 

The  Northern  District  to  furnish  1  Sub.,  1  Serj*,  1  Corp',  &  16 
men  to  the  Bridge  Guard.  The  Southern  District^  1  Corp'l  k  9  men 
to  the  Statehouse. 

All  the  Officers  &  men  of  the  City  guards  not  on  Duty  to  parade 
under  the  market  house  at  two  o'Ciock,  in  order  to  attend  the 
Funeral  of  the  late  General  Mercer. 

All  the  Regular  Troops  &  Militia  in  the  City  to  parade  at  two 
o'clock  this  afternoon;  in  Walnut  street^  to  attend  the  Funeral. 

January  the  17**,  1777. 

The  Northern  District  to  furnish  1  Sub.  to  the  bridge  guard,  in 
1  Corp'l  ft  9  men  to  the  Statehouse.  The  Southern  District  lo  for- 
niah  1  Seij*,  1  Corp'l,  ft  16  men  to  the  Bridge. 

January  the  18«»,  1777. 

The  Northern  District  to  furnish  1  Sub.,  1  SerjS  1  Corp'l,  ft  16 
men  to  the  Bridge  guard.  The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp'l 
ft  9  men  to  Uie  Statehouse. 

January  the  19th,  1777. 

'The  Northern  District  to  famish  1  Sub.,  1  SergS  1  CorpS  ft  16 
men  to  the  Bridge  guard,  ft  5  men  to  the  Statehouse.  The  Soudi- 
ern  District  to  furnish  4  men  to  the  Statehouse. 

January  the  20th,  1777. 

The  Northern  District  to  furnish  1  Sub.  to  the  Bridge  guard  ft  1 
Oorp^  ft  9  men  to  the  Statehouse  guard.  The  Southern  Diatriot  to 
fumiah  one  Serj*,  1  Corp',  &  16  men  to  the  Bridge  guard. 

January  the  2l8t,  1777. 

The  Northern  District  to  furnish  1  Sub.,  1  Serj<,  1  Corp",  ft  16 
tnen  to  the  Bridge  guard.  The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp^ 
ft  9  men  to  the  Statehouse. 

One  SeijS  1  Corp",  ft  20  men  from  the  Southern  District,  to 
parade  at  the  new  Market  at  4  o'Clock  this  afternoon,  in  order  to 
mount  guard  under  the  command  of  Leu*  Bensich,  at  the  Hospital. 

A  General  Court  Martial  to  sit  to  morrow  morning  at  10  o'Clocki 
in  the  Commanding  Officer's  house  in  the  Barracks,  for  the  Tryal  of 
such  Deserters  as  are  in  Confinement. 

Coll.  Anthony  M(»biB|  IVesi. 
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Members. 

1  Cap*  DickiDSon,  of  Ist  Virginia  Batt». 

2  Cap*  Croghen,  of  1st  Virginia  Batt». 

.  d  Cap*  WiUiama,  of  2d  Pennsylvania  Bait. 

4  Cap*  Massj,  of  6th  Virginia  Batt. 

5  Cap*  Hopkins,  of  Btt*. 

6  Cap*  Davis,  of  9th  Pennsylvania. 

7  Cap*  Bowen,  of  Dtt». 

.  8  Cap*  Henderson,  of  Dtt*'. 
9  Cap*.M«Clellan,  of  Dtt*. 

10  Cap*  Henderson,  of  11th  Dtt«. 

11  Cap*  Coat,  of  Dtt». 

12  Cap*  Douglass,  of  Dtt«. 

All  Proseoutors  &'  Witnesses  to  attend. 

January  the  22d,  1777. 

The  Northern  District  to  famish  1  Sub.,  1  Serj*,  1  Corp',  &  16 
men  to  the  Bridge  guard,  &  1  Corp^  &  9  men  to  the  Statchouse. 
The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Serj*,  1  Corp^,  &  20  men  to  the 
Infirmary  guard.  The  Frigate  guard  to  Consist  of  1  Sub.^  1  Serj*, 
1  Corp*,  &  9  men. 

The  Court  Martial  Ordered  to  sit  this  Day  is  ordered  to  sit  to* 
Biorrow  at  the  Hour  &  place  before,  appointed. 

The  Commanding  Officers  of  Corps  now  in  this  City  are  without 
Delay  to  order  a  Return  of  their  Sick  to  be  made  to  Doctor  Shippen, 
Director  General  of  the  Military  Hospitals,  who  will  give  proper 
Directions  for  their  being  received  into  the  General  Hospitals. 

fiach  Corps  quartered  in  this  City  is  to  send  an  orderly  Servant 
to  the  Town  Major's  Orderly  Room,  in  Norris's  Alley,  every  Morn- 
ing at  eleven  o'clock^  to  receive  Orders. 

January  the  23d,  1777. 

The  Northern  District  to  mount  the  Bridge  guard  Daily,  and  th4 
Soathem  District  the  Infirmary  guard  Daily  till  further  Orders. 
The  Northern  District  to  furnish  a  Corporal  &  9  men  to  the  States 
house.  The  Northern  District  to  furnish  1  Officer  this  Day  to  the 
Infirmary  guard. 

January  the  24th,  1777. 

One  Cap*,  2  Snb«,  2  Serj*,  2  Corp%  2  Drum",  &  50  men  from  the 
guriaon  in  the  Barracks,  to  parade  at  the  City  Tavern  at  two 
o'clock  this  afternoon,  to  escort  the  funerals  of  the  late  Coll.  Hase*> 
latt  k  Cap*  Morris.  The  rest  of  the  garrison  off  Duty  to  attend 
with  side  arms  only* 

CoLii.  Penbosk, 

Coll.  Ibwin,         \-     to  attend  as  bearers. 

Coll.  MoELet, 

The  Soathem  Dbtrict  to  fbmish  1  Corp^  k  9  men* 
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January  the  26th,  1777. 

Tho  Northern  District  to  furniah  1  Corp*  &,  9  men  to  the  State- 
house  guard. 

Jannary  the  26th,  1777. 

The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp^  &  9  men  to  the  State- 
house  guard . 

It  is  General  Mifflin's  orders  that  the  Ofpcers  of  the  Different 
Corps  quartered  in  Private  houses  in  this  City  do  no  Damage  €6  said 
Houses,  hy  choping  wood  on  the  Floors,  or  otherwise,  as  such  Offi- 
cers will  be  made  answerable  for  all  Damages. 

The  Barrack  Master  general's  Deputys  are  Daily  to  visit  all 
Houses  in  which  troops  are  quartered,  and  report  to  the  GenenJ 
any  Damage  done  thereto,  &  by  what  Corps  occupied. 

The  Barrack  Master  General  is  to  have  every  bouse  oeupied  bj 
troops,  that  are  now,  or  may  hereafter  be  quarter'd  in  the  City, 
cleaned  as  often  as  such  troops  march  out. 

January  the  27th,  1777.    - 

The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp*  &  9  men  to  the  Stal»- 
house  Guard. 

A  Court  Martial  to  sit  to  morrow  morning  at  10  o'Cloek  in  the 
Courthouse,  for  the  Tryal  of  the  man  Confined  by  an  Officer  of  the 
Third  Battallion  of  Virginia  Regulars.  The  Middle  District  to  fin^ 
nish  a  Captain  and  one  Subaltern,  the  Northern  Distriol  2  Sabal- 
tems,  &  the  Southern  1  Subaltern. 

January  the  28th,  1777. 

The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp'  &  9  men  to  ike  State- 
house  Guard. 

t  January  the  29th,  1777. 

The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp*  &  9  men  to  the  State- 
house  guard. 

The  Corporals  of  all  the  Guards  are  to  be  very  attentive  that  bD 
the  Sentries  they  post  are  perfectly  Sober,  &  if  they  find  •  any  Sen- 
tries they  relieve  Drunk,  they  must  confine  them  and'  acquaint  the 
Officer  commanding  the  guard  thereof,  who  is  to  make  a  report  to 
the  Town  Major,  that  the  Delinquent  may  be  punished. 

January  the  80th,  1777. 

The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp>  &  9  men  to  the  State* 
house  guard. 

All  Officers  commanding  guards  are  to  obey  all  verbel  ordera 
from  proper  authority  Delivered  by  a  military  Offioer,  but  if  the 
Officer  commanding  the  Guard  suspects  that  his  compllanoe  with 
such  orders  may  subject  him  to  future  censure,  he  has  a  right  to 
Demand  the  orders  in  writing,  signed  by  the  person  that  Delivers 
tbem/who  is  aoswerable }  But  if  the  Orders  are  delivered  hy  e  per^ 
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■on  not  a  Military  Officer,  they  must  be  in  writiog  &  signed  by  the 
penon  or  Body  i^siUDg  them;  or  some  publick  Officer. 

January  the  Slst,  1777.  * 

The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp*  &  9  men  to  the  State- 
house  guard. 

It  is  General  Gates's  orders  that  Collonel  Melchor  appoint  a  pro- 
per person  to  quarter  the  Troops  that  are  to  inarch  to  Germantown, 
and  also  a  proper  person  at  each  of  the  three  ferries,  of  which  a  List 
has  been  giren  to  Coll.  Melchor,  each  of  which  persons  is  to  show 
-tbe  following  order  to  the  Officer  oommanding  every  Rcg^,  Company 
or  Detachment  passing  the  ferries. 

It  is  General  Gates's  orders  that  none  of  the  Troops  comming 
from  Maryland  or  Virginia  enter  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  to  avoid 
the  Small  pox,  with  which  several  persons  are  attaeked^  but  march 
directly  to  German  town. 

February  the  lat,  1777. 

The  Soathem  District  to  famish  1  Corp*  &  9  men  to  the  Stat€b- 
hooae  goard. 

February  the  2d,  1777. 

The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp*  &  9  men  to  the  Stat^ 
house  guard. 

February  the  3d,  1777. 

The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp*  &  9  men  to  the  State- 
house  guard. 

A  I^S  a  SergS  a  Corp*,  a  Drum'  &  Fifer,  &  &0  men  from  the 
Beff*  in  the  Barracks,  to  escort  the  funeral  Leu*  Goodwinn,  of  tho 
2d  Virginia  Battallion,  from  the  house  of  Vanskivef  in  Front  Street^ 
Northern  Liberties,  at  10  o'Clock  to  morrow  morning.  The  adju- 
tanta  in  the  Barracks  to  warn  six  LeutS;  if  to  be  had,  if  not^  any  aiic 
Subalterns  to  attend  as  pall  bearers. 

A  Garrison  Court  Martial  to  sit  on  Wednesday  mominff  at  10 
o'clock  in  the  Barracks,  for  the  Tryal  of  a  man  eonfined  by  Cap^ 
Hallet  of  the  4th  new  Jersey  Keg^,  for  enlisting  with  different  Offi- 
cers Sl  for  theft.     Cap*  Lang  &  aU  other  Witnesses  to  attend. 

February  the  4th,  1777. 

The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp*  &  9  men  to  the  State- 
house  guard. 

February  the  5th,  1777. 

The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp*  &  9  men  to  the  State- 
house  guard. 

February  the  6lh,  1777. 

Tho  Soathem  District  to  famish  a  Corporal  &  9  men  to  the 
Statehouse  guard. 

10* 
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A  General  Court  Martial  to  sit  to  morrow  roomiog  at  10  o'Glodc, 
in  the  Barracks.  The  AdjuUnts  to  warn  the  fowlloing  Officen  (p 
it  as  members. 

Coll.  HubiptoN;  Pread. 


'    All  Proseoators  and  witnesses  to  attend. 

Fcbfuary  7th,  1777. 

The  Soothem  District  to  famish  1  Gorp>  &  9  men  to  the  Stale- 

hoose  guard. 

February  the  8th,  1777. 

The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp'  &  9  men  to  the  Staft»- 
house  guard. 

Mr.  Comissarj  general  Wharton  to  order  his  issuing  Comissarj  to 
bring  «  signed  return  to  Oenl.  Gates  every  Sunday  morning  at  nine 
^'Ciock,  of  the  issues  at  his  Stores,  distinguishing  the  corps  %  rations 
issued  to  each.  A  Particular  return  from  each  corps  to  be  Delivered 
to  Major  General  Gates  at  Head  quarters  every  Saturday  morning 
at  nine  o'Clock,  signed  by  the  oommanding  Officer  of  Corps.  Any 
'eommanding  Officer  neglecting  to  obey  this  order  must  expect  to  be 
put  in  arrest  to  answer  lor  his  conduct. 

February  the  9th,  1777. 

The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp'  &  9  men  to  the  State- 
house  guard. 

An  Adjutant  in  rotation  from  the  Reg**  quartered  in  the  Barracks 
to  constantly  remain  therein  in  order  to  receive  &  Distribute  saeh 
y)rders  as  the  General  may  think  necessary. 

An  Orderly  Serj*  from  the  Reg^  quartered  in  the  Barracks  to 
"attend  Daily  on  General  Gates.  He  is  to  remaine  in  the  Town 
Major's  Orderly  Room  till  called  for. 

AH  Orders  Directed  to  the  Commanding  Officer  or  Adjutants  in 
the  Barraks,  to  be  given  to  the  Officer  of  the  Guard,  who  is  to  find 
out  the  Senior  Officer  actually  in  the  Barracks,  as  also  the  orderiy 
Adjutant,  &  give  them  the  orders  respectively  Directed  to  them. 

February  the  10th,  1777. 

The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp*  &  9  men  to  the  State- 
house  guard. 

Complaint  bebg  made  of  the  irregularity  of  the  Guards  mounting 
in  point  of  time,  ordered  that  the  Searjant's  major  be  careful!  to 
malce  the  guards  march  of  the  parades  at  3  o'Clock,  &  make  a  report 
to  the  Town  Mpjor  of  every  person  who  docs  not  attend  personally 
or  by  substitute. 

A  Seaijant,  Corporal  &  12  men  from  the  Barracks  to  meant  Qenl. 
Gates  Guard  Daily. 
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February  llth»  1777. 

The  orderly  Seargants  are  not  to  go  borne  at  noon  till  relieyed  or 
mt  nigbt  before  eight  o'clock  with  out  permission^  &  must  come  to 
the  orderly  room  every  morning  at  8  o'clock. 

The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp*  k  9  men  to  the  State- 
bouse  guard. 

Every  officer  commanding  Keg*  Companies  or  Detachments  of 
Continental  Troops  or  Militia,  to  make  returns  immediately  of  the 
Strength  of  each,  &  an  Officer  from  each  corps  now  in  this  City  or 
that  may  hereafter  arrive,  to  attend  Daily  at  10  o'clock  at  head- 
quarters. 

The  Captains  of  the  City  guards  to  make  returns  to  the  Towd 
Major  of  such  poor  men  of  their  Cos  as  they  judge  to  be  proper 
objects  to  receive  wood,  particularly,  and  that^^rved  this  Wintei^s 
Campaign  and  in  their  Cos. 

February  the  12*»,  1777. 

Six  men  to  be  added  to  the  Frigate  guard  to  furnish  two  Gontriep 
ia  Coll.  Flowers  continentally  Stores. 

Th«  Southern  Distriot  to  furnish  1  Corp'  &  9  men  to  the  8tat»- 
housegoard. 

February  IS**,  1777. 

The  Southern  District  to  furnish  1  Corp*  &  9  men  to  the  State- 
hous  guard. 

The  Town  Major  is  sorry  to  find  there  are  so  many  and  so  well 
fbooded  oomplaints  against  the  City  guards  when  on  Duty,  therefore 
thinks  it  necessary  to  give  the  following  orders,  which  he  is  Detaf- 
mined  strictly  to  enforce. 

That  the  guard  march  off  the  parades  at  three  o'clock  &  thai 
the  Seij^  or  Corp*,  of  each  to  make  a  return  to  their  Scrjant  Major, 
of  every  man  whose  turn  it  is  to  mount  that  does  not  attend,  which 
returns  are  to  be  brought  to  the  Town  Major  that  the  persons  so 
neglecting  their  duty  may  be  punished. 

That  the  Officer  commanding  a  guard  does  not  quit  his  guard  on 
any  pretence  whatever,  except  half  an  hour  for  brei^fast  &  one  hoar 
for  Dinner,  During  which  time  the  Searjant  must  not  stir  from  his 
guard. 

The  above  rule  to  be  observed  by  a  Searjant  commanding  a  guard, 
During  whose  absence  the  Corporal  is  not  to  quit  his  guard  except 
to  relieve  his  Sentries. 

No  Searjant,  Corporal,  or  Private  man,  is  to  go  more  than  15 
yirds  from  his  guard  without  leave  from  his  Officer,  which  leave  is 
not  to  be  granted  on  any  other  account  but  for  Breakfast  or  Dinner 
k  most  not  exceed  half  an  hour  for  the  former  &  one  hour  for  thb 
Utter. 
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Not  more  tbtn  one  man  out  of  five  be  permitted  to  quit  the  gnard 
jUt  one  time  &  odIj  for  the  purposes  &  time  above  specified. 

No  Sentry  to  be  relieved  without  a  corporal,  every  man  aufferr 
ing  another  to  take  his  post,  without  being  regukrly  relieved  by  liif 
CorpL,  i«  to  be  considered  aa  deserting  his  post,  &  puniahod  aooord- 
ingly. 

The  Corporals  must  be  careful  not  to  post  any  Sentries  but  aach 
as  are  perfectly  sober,  &  must  confine  every  Sentry  who  gets  Drunk 
on  his  post  or  goes  more  than  10  yards  from  his  centry  Box. 

All  Sentries  must  carefully  observe  all  orders  given  them  withoni 
adding  thereto,  &  must  not  be  guilty  of  impropper  Or  unneccasarj 
act  of  rudeness  to  any  one. 

It  having  been  represented  to  Genl.  Gates,  that  the  Soldiers  fre- 
quently commit  offences  against  the  civil  laws,  which  do  not  merrit 
tne  long  confinement  &  other  forms  requisite  for  a  Tryal  in  the  Coaijt 
of  Law,  who  th'nks  proper  to  order  that  all  military  persons  sent  to 
the  guard  by  a  Civil  Magistrate  should  be  received  &  secured  &  alao 
that  a  party  may  be  given  at  the  requisition  of  a  Magistrate  to  appre- 
hend aiioh  offenders. 

The  General  further  orders  that  whenever  any  such  prisoners  art 
oonflned,  a  G^rrieon  Court  Martial  should  be  immediately  ordered  for 
their  Tryal  which  Court  Martial  must  consist  of  a  Field  Officer,  two 
Captains,  &  4  Subalterns. 

The  above  orders  sent  to  Coll.  Pennrose. 

February  the  14»,  1777,  • 

Three  men  to.  be  added  to  the  Frigate  guard  which  moat  send  2 
Sentries  every  afternoon  to  the  Lottery  Office  &  relieve  them  reffularfy 
tiU  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  when  they  must  both  be  taken  tSL 


TaoB.  Savadqb  to  Council,  1777. 

Pennsylvania  Salt  works,  Feb.  15, 1777. 

Oent^, 

This  morning  about  2  o'clock  an  express  arrived  here  from  Col* 
Furmen,  with  ac*^  that  on  Thursday  last  a  party  supposed  to  be  Col. 
Morris  k  some  Kegulars  atact  our  people  at  the  heigh  lands  near  the 
Hook,  killed  several  and  took  between  fifty  &  sixty  prisoners.  Col^ 
Furmau  has  ordered  the  Militia  here  to  march  from  this  to  Freehold 
they  set  off  to  morrow  morning.  I  expect  as  soon  as  the  wind  ifi 
favourable  this  same  party  will  come  here,  it  being  I  apprehend  the 
same  P&rty  I  informed  you  of  the  10^^  Ins',  being  informed  tbej 
have  two  Tenders  and  about  six  hundred  men,  it  will  be  necessarf 
to  be  expeditious  in  sending  something  to  support  these  works  into 
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the  inlet  as  well  as  by  land  or  the  works  are  gone  in  few  days,  ex- 
eue  haste  whilst  I  remain, 

Gen*»  your  most  Hble  Servt, 

THOS.  SAVADGE.* 
Direcfed^ 

To  the  Hon.  tlie  Gouneil  of  Safety  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
¥  Fa^  M'.  W-.  Britton. 


Gkn'l  Abmsirong  to  Council,  1777. 

Carlisle  17*»  Pebmary,  1777. 
Sir: 

Before  this  time  the  recommendation  of  Congress  to  the  ConnoH 
where  yon  preside  respecting  the  necessity  of  putting  an  immediate 
stop  to  the  farther  distilling  of  wheat  or  other  grains  within  this  State 
for  the  present  season  may  have  come  to  your  hands,  bat  if  not,  per- 
mit me  to  discharge  the  duty  of  an  individual  by  informing  you,  late 
u  it  now  is,  (what  I  would  most  readily  have  done  sooner  had  not 
my  attendance  on  Congress  prevented)  that  from  the  intolerable  ex- 
cen  of  this  practice,  consequences  the  most  alarming  are  to  be  ex- 
pected, not  only  to  this  State  but  to  the  publick — As  from  the  best 
information  I  can  get  the  Bye  both  in  this  &  the  county  of  York  is 
almoal  all  distilled,  as  is  also  considerable  quantities  of  Wheat  & 
larger  still  of  the  latter  bought  up  for  the  same  purpose,  nor  can  we 
doubt  but  that  Ijincaster  &  other  counties  are  going  on  in  -the  same 
destructive  way,  so  that  in  a  few  months  Pennsylvania  may  be  scarce 
of  bread  even  for  her  own  inhabitants. — Where  then  shall  our  pub- 
lick  magazines  be  made  up  or  forrage  procured  ?  Liquor  is  already 
Ten  shillings  ^  gallon,  wheat  will  immediately  be  the  same  ^ 
Bushel,  and  if  the  complicated  Demon  of  avarice  &  infatuation  is 
not  suddenly  obained,  or  oast  out,  he  will  raise  them  each  to  twenty  I 
Whether  this  salutary  work  wou'd  more  properly  come  from  the 
Assembly,  or  whether  that  body  consistent  with  other  business  con'd 
jgive  this  the  necessary  despatch  you  will  judge.  One  thing  is  ob- 
vious the  matter  complained  of  is  in  present  circumstances  pregnant 
with  many  evils  and  if  not  speedily  remedied  must  be  fatal.  May 
the  divine  bleaaing  superintend  your  councils,  which  is  Sir  the  cordial 

wish 

of  your  most  respectful 

humble  Servt, 

JOHN  ABMSTBONG. 
Diretiedf 

On  the  public  Service,  The  Honourable  Thomas  •Wharton,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council  of  Safety,  Philadelphia. 
fl  FaTOured  by  M^  P^nel. 

*  See  Colon.  Beo.  vol.  zl,  p.  126. 
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LoDicE  Spoqbell  &;c.,  to  Council,  1777. 

Phikd,  Febnury  18th,  1777. 

GeDtlomen, 

The  PenDsylyaDia  Reigm^  is  in  so  coDfiued  and  Unaetded  a  aitna- 
tioD — the  Men  under  no  command,  stroHng  aboat  the  Town  and 
Country,  and  some  inlisting  in  other  Corps — there  is  a  necessity 
something  should  be  done  with  them  immediately.  If  your  Honours 
have  not  determined  how  you  will  dispose  of  them,  I  would  make 
bold  to  mention.  I  apprehend  it  would  be  of  Publiok  Service  to 
send  them  to  Billinsport,  where  they  may  be  employed  and  kept 
together,  and  an  Advertizm^  Published  to  call  them  in  that  bave^ 
and  many  that  have  not  furlows,  that  a  true  state  of  the  Regiment 
may  be  taken,  without  which  it  will  be  impossible  to  make  a  Oen' 
Huster  and  Settlem'  with  them.  I  hope  your  Honours  will  excuse 
the  liberty  I  take  in  mentioning  a  matter  of  this  sort  to  you,  and  be 
assured  it  proceeds  from  no  other  motive  than  a  desire  of  serving 
my  countiy.    I  am, 

Y  Honors 

Mo  obed*  h*  serv^ 

LOiyK  SPROGELL. 

Gom^  G,  of  Musters  for  Pennsy^ 
To  The  Honorable,  the  Conncill  of  Safety,  for  Pennsylvania. 


Qen^i.  Putnam  to  Councils,  &c.,  1777. 

Princeton,  Feb  18**,  1777. 

Gentlemen, 

Last  night  Col.  Neilson,  with  a  party  of  about  l&O  men,  attacked 
tixty  belonging  to  Cortland  Skinner's  Brigade,  at  Lawrence's  Is- 
land, under  command  of  Maj'  Rich'  Stockton,  formerly  an  Inhabi- 
tant of  this  place — the  Enemys  renowned  land  Pilot — ^the  Colonel 
took  the  whole,  among  which  ware  this  Stockton,  a  Captain  &  three 
or  four  Subaltern  officers ;  the  enemy  had  four  killed,  and  one  wonnded 
—we  had  one  killed— this  you  may  depend  upon  to  be  a  fact  Col. 
Neilson  is  just  arrived  here.  I  shall  forward  the  prisoners  on  in  a 
-day  or  two  to  yon — 50  of  the  Bedford  County  Rifle  men  of  your 
State,  what  I  detached  from  this  place,  were  with  Col.  Neilson--»tlie 
whole  officers  &  men,  both  belonging  to  that  County  h  the  Militia 
of  this  State,  behaved  with  great  bravery,  such  as  would  do  honour 
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to  Teleran  Soldiers ;  there  are  also  thirty  or  sixty  stand  of  arms, 
which  I  think  the  Middlesex  Militia  ought  to  have.  The  Bearer  I 
send  purposely  to  acquaint  you  with  the  Ciroumstanoe. 

I  am  Gentlemen^  with  Esteem, 

your  Hum  serv*, 

ISRAEL  PUTNAM. 

Snoe  writing  ihe  above  the  whole  of  the  prisoners  have  arrived 
here. 

The  Hon^**  the  Council  of  Safety,  Philad\    ^  Express. 


Dan'l  Banceopt  to  Council,  &c.,  1777. 

Gentlemen, 

After  sixty  days  imprisonment,  I  conoeive  it  to  be  a  very  great 
hardship  to  be  removed  to  another  State,  probably  to  remain  a  long 
time  in  Confinement  before  I  shall  be  able  to  obtain  an  hearing, 
especially,  as  I  have  no  more  connection  with  the  State  of  New 
Jersey  than  with  that  of  Pennsylvania.  The  circumstance  of  having 
been  taking  there,  I  should  suppose  trifling,  as  my  being  there  waft 
owing  to  the  conveniency  of  my  wife  being  with  a  relation,  whil6 
I  was  expected  to  have  been  absent  on  my  intended  Voyage  to 
Trance. 

In  the  circumstance  I  am  now  in  I  know  not  whether  I  am  to 
expect  any  thing  I  can  alledge  to  be  received  a«  truth.  I  did,  by 
the  advice  of  some  Gentlemen  of  your  honorable  board,  represent 
my  situation  &  all  its  circumstances  feirly  and  with  candour.  I 
should  imagine  the  length  of  my  confinement  sufficient  to  have 
afforded  an  opportunity,  for  any  person  that  would  do  it,  to  exhibit 
a  charge  against  me — if  it  be  done,  I  request  an  opportunity  of 
justifying  myself.  If  it  be  not  done,  I  request  an  act  of  justice 
from  that  board  in  whose  power  I  now  am,  and  whom  I  should 
suppose  the  proper  persons  to  determine  my  fate.  It  cannot  be 
mpposed  but  any  person  must  suffer  much  in  his  property,  and  much 
(if  he  have  any  feeling)  in  his  connexions.  But  I  also  suffer  much 
in  my  health,  and  do  therefore  request  that  I  may  no  longer  be 
eonfined  without  being  sensible  of  a  cause  that  will  oonvinoe  me  it 
is  not  undeserved.  I  have  reason  to  believe  there  are  some  surmises 
of  prejudiced  persons  that  have  opperated  against  me,  otherwise  I 
cuinot  believe  I  should  have  so  long  remained  in  this  place.  I 
request  no  more  than  every  person  has  a  right  to  expect,  &  do  hope 
it  may  not  be  delayed,  nor  referred  to  another  State  that  will  neces- 
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Miily  require  many  (to  me)  tedious  days  before  my  aitiiatioii  earn  be 
fizamined  into.    I  have  the  houor  to  be, 

OentlemeUy 

your  most  obedieBt, 

hble  serv', 

DAN'L  BANCROFT. 

.    State  Priaon,  Feb  18th,  1777. 

IHrected^ 
The  Honorble  Council  Safety. 


General  Putnam  to  Major  Bogqs,  1777. 

Sir, 

You  are  ordered  with  the  detachment  under  your  Command  to 
take  Charge  of  one  Richard  Stockton,  Late  reputed  Major  in  ih^ 
English  Service,  and  the  party  taken  with  him  Consisting  of  one 
Cap*.,  one  Lieu^,  one  Easign,  one  Volunteer,  and  flvety  ^'^e  pr^ 
Tates,  lucluding  Sarg**.  and  Corp'^.,  Conduct  them  safe  to  Philad*.^ 
and  Deliver  them  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  You  will  observe  that 
jEmcommon  Vigilance  is  Necessary  to  secure  persons  whose  acquaint- 
imce  with  the  Country  and  whose  desperate  Situation,  gives  them 
^very  advantage,  and  every  Incitement  to  escape  from  an  Ii\jure4 
^d  Ezaspirat^  Community  into  whose  hands  they  have  fallen. 

Those  in  Irons  are  to  remain  so  while  under  your  Care.  Let  no 
jlndulgence  be  allowed  them  which  affords  a  possibility  of  Escape, 
ihey  are  to  have  no  Communication  with  any  Stranger  whatever ; 
double  your  CentineU  within  and  without  doors  and  take  every 
pther  precaution  which  your  Discretion  would  point  out  to  aecur^ 
Villains  Resolved  on  flight.    > 

You  will  not  take  too  much  room  for  their  Qaarters,  but  Stow 
•Ihem  as  thick  as  possible.  Remembering  you  stand  accountable  for 
every  Misconduct. 

By  order  of  the  General. 

D.  PUTNAM,  Aid  de  Camp. 
•    Head  Quarters,  Princeton,  19th  Feb.  1777. 
Directed, 

Major  Boggs.  * 

*  Autograph  cut  off. 
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Inbtbuotions  to  Commodore  Sbymoub,  1777. 

In  Council,  19  Feb'y,  1777. 
Sir, 

Ton  tre  berabj  directed  to  Order  all  the  Galleys  k  armed  boats 
(except  the  Delaware  &  those  that  are  in  the  Carpenters  hands  for 
repairs)  down  to  Fort  Island  iojmediatelj  with  tneir  Officers  an4 
Crews  to  renudn  on  that  Station  till  further  Orders  from  this  boardp 
or  with  jour  particular  permission,  it  is  left  at  the  option  of  the 
Commanding  Officer  of  each  armed  boat  respectively  to  eontinn^ 
ihemselTes  £  their  Crew  on  board  their  boat  or  to  take  quarters  ii| 
the  barracks  on  said  Island.  You  must  give  particular  Orders  to 
the  Commanding  Officer  on  that  Station  to  have  proper  Guarde 
Mpointed  on  the  Island  for  the  security  of  the  fortifications,  and 
that  no  person  be  permitted  to  visit  them,  or  take  any  draught 
of  the  same  or  make  anv  sounding  of  the  River,  or  draught  of  the 
Channel  or  situation  of  the  Chevaux  du  frize  with  out  s  writtaa 
order  firom  some  member  of  this  Council. 


To  Commodore  Seymour. 


OSHBRAL  DlCKUfBON  TO   COUNCIL  OF  SaVETT,  1777. 

Head  Quarters^  Baritan,  Feb.  19  ih^  1777. 

ly-Sir, 

I  send  you  by  Gsptain  Morrisson,  of  your  City,  2  prisonersi  wlio 
were  taken  from  the  Enemy  a  few  days  since. 

I  am^  Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obed^  hum.  Servant, 

By  order  of  Genl.  Dickinson, 

FREDERICK  FRELINGHUYSEN,  B.  Major. 

J)ireciedj 

To  Thomas  Wharton,  Ssq'.^  Preeid'-  Comm'-  of  Safety,  Philip 
delphia. 
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Col.  T.  Proctor  to  GouNOHi,  Ac,  1777. 

Morris  Town,  February  20%  1777. 
Much  esteemed  Sir, 

I  had  the  Pleasure  of  receiving  yours  dated  in  Council  the  6*^ 
Inst.,  with  the  inclosed  Resolve  for  the  Establishment  of  a  Begi- 
inent  of  Artillery  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  appointing  me  M 
the  Command.  The  high  Honour  you  have  thus  conferred  upon  me 
I  trust  shall  ever  have  its  due  Effect,  influenced  only  by  the  ain- 
eerest  Principles  of  Regard  for  the  Honour  and  future  advancement 
of  my  Country,  ever  to  be  sensible  of  the  Importance  of  the  Trust 
you  have  repos'd  Iti  me,  and  thro'  you  Sir,  return  the  Honourable 
Council  my  most  sincere  acknowledgements. 

The  Happiness  and  necessary  Discipline  of  the  Regiment  shall  be 
my  next  Care,  supporting  that  Union  among  the  Corps  of  Officers 
so  essential  to  its  advancement,  and  as  from  the  Junior  State  of  the 
'Begiment  many  Gentlemen  must  receive  Preferment,  will  on  my 
Part  assure  you,  to  recommend  none  but  such  as  I  conceive  to  be 
Men  of  Bravery,  Science  &  Industry,  and  as  the  Continental 
Artillery  under  the  Command  of  General  Henry  Knox  are  set  apon 
BO  respectable  a  Footing  as  their  Importance  in  the  Field  deserve, 
doubt  not  but  the  same  Motives  will  influence  the  Honourable  Board  to 
establish  their  first  Regiment  of  Artillery  in  like  manner,  a  Copy  of 
which  arrangement  shall  transmit  for  your  approbation  as  soon  as  it 
can  bo  furnished  on  the  General's  arrival,  in  the  interim,  pursuing 
Buch  necessary  measures  in  raising  the  Companies  as  shall  be  expe- 
dient to  supply  our  necessities,  so  that  it  will  be  advisable  to  appoint 
the  Captains  of  the  several  Companies,  and  send  them  to  different 
J?arts  to  raise  their  Men,  for  as  much  as  you  are  pleas'd  to  admit  of 
my  Recommendation  in  the  Promotion  of  my  present  officers,  caa 
do  no  less  in  Justice  to  their  Readiness  to  fulfil  every  Command 
and  Chearfulness  in  the  Discharge  of  their  Duty,  than  to  refer  them 
to  your  Gift  of  Preferment  according  to  the  Seniority  of  their  ap- 
pointments. Lieutenant  Ames  excepted,  untill  he  clears  up  his 
Character  in  the  Action  at  Trenton,  as  he  is  charged  by  Captain 
Forrest  and  Lieutenant  Duffey  for  neglect  of  Duty. 

The  inclosed  is  a  List  of  the  names  of  such  Gentlemen  as  I  have 
selected  from  personal  Knowledge  of  their  Behaviour,  recommend- 
ing them  for  your  appointment  to  the  Artillery,  in  such  manner  as 
their  present  Rank  may  require,  at  the  same  Time  would  not  wish 
to  prevent  such  Gentlemen  as  the  Members  of  Council  should  think 
worthy  to  prefer  to  such  offices,  as  in  their  opinion  they  are  worthy 
to  fill.  General  Knox  is  daily  expected,  at  which  Time,  have  no 
doubt  but  I  can  conveniently  be  spar'd  a  few  days  to  go  to  Phila- 
delphia to  settle  such  matters  as  the  Regiment  may  require,  and 
easier  to  be  practiced  than  by  letter.     If  it  is  possible  to  procure 
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light  arms  for  the  Artillery,  and  other  accontrements,  as  Belts  & 
Pouches,  I  shall  be  happj,  as  I  have  found  it  difficult  heretofore  to 
provide  these  Matters  before  they  were  wanted,  also  the  Cloathing 
of  the  Men.  My  Contract  with  Mease  &  Caldwell  was  for  a  hun- 
dred and  odd  Suits ;  I  am  not  certain  if  fulfilled.  The  Men  I  have 
here  are  in  the  greatest  want  of  Cloathing  of  every  Kind,  and  mj 
Quarter  Master  has  been  refused  to  be  fumish'd,  being,  we  are 
Provincial  Troops,  and  unless  I  have  such-  Matters  shortly,  cor 
■afferings  will  be  great,  namely  Shirts,  Shoes  apd  Stockings,  and  A 
few  pair  of  Leather  Breeches. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  devoted  humble  Servant, 

THOS.  PROCTOR. 

P.  8.—- 1  have  considered  my  Brother's  Situation,  on  aceo'  of  his 
Family,  with  respect  to  his  joining  the  Continental  Artillery,  as  I 
believe  be  would  not  have  accepted  of  any  office  there  bad  he  not 
tbooghl  [  ebould  have  been  permitted  to  join  with  General  KnoZ| 
if  vou  think  him  worthy  of  a  Company  shall  acknowledge  the 
Indalgenoe. 

Od  poblick  ) 
Service.       J 

Directed. 

Thomas  Wharton,  Edq*'.^  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety^ 

Philadelphia. 


Favor'd  by 
Lieot.  T.  Proctor 


.} 


Orders,  1777. 

Head  Qr  Morris  Town,  FeV  20%  1777. 

To  Captain  Robert  Mullen. 

Sir, 

Too  will  take  charge  of  the  prisoners  now  in  the  Provost  Guard, 
a  list  of  which  is  enclooed,  and  them  safely  conduct  to  Philadelphia, 
where  vou  will  wait  on  the  Hon^  The  Committee  of  Safety  and  re- 
eeive  their  further  Instructions  respecting  them,  its  His  ezcellenciea 
wish  they  may  be  treated  with  humanity,  and  not  suffered  to  want 
for  Provisions  or  any  other  necessary  you  can  procure  for  them,  and 
they  stand  in  need  of. 

I  am  Y^  Hble  Serv*. 

G.  WERDON  Adjt  Gen. 

iHreciedf 

To  Capt.  Robert  Mullin,  at  Morris  Town. 
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Col.  T.  PaocTOR  to  Couitcil,  1777. 

MorriB  Town  February  2l8t,  1777 
Pear  Sir. 

Through  a  great  deal  of  business  which  rests  upon  me  to  perfonii 
eould  not  very  oonveniently  answer  your  Letter,  moreover,  I  hare 
been  in  constant  Expectation  that  some  matter  would  hare  tum'd  up 
the  Event  of  which  hoped  would  have  been  worth  relating  to  yoOf 
but  our  Situation  is  much  like  when  you  left  us,  but  from  late  move- 
ments of  the  Enemy,  'tis  more  than  probable  they  intend  to  try 
Titles  with  us,  as  they  have  been  reinforced  by  Troops  from  Rhode 
Island  to  a  considerable  number,  and  this  Hour  had  his  Exoellency's 
Request  to  have  every  matter  in  Readiness  about  the  Gannon,  and 
Ammunition  fitting  a  Mareh. 

By  a  gentleman  who  left  New  York  on  Monday  last,  of  the  name 
of  Crane,  assures  he  seen  Seventy  two  men  of  the  Jersey  Militia,  who 
by  Stratagem  were  surrounded  and  taken  Prisoners  at  the  Light 
House  and  carried  to  New  York.  The  day  before  yesterday  a  Party 
of  our  Men  took  Twenty  Waggons  loaded  with  Forage,  drove  in  tbeir 
Picquet  Guard,  and  sustained  no  Loss. 

A  Soldier  kilFd  two  Light  Horse  Men  of  the  Enemy  k  narrowly 
escap'd  other  Pursuers  by  crossing  a  water  in  a  great  heat,  which  has 
)mt  nim  in  Fitts  ever  since,  but  the  Horses  k  Accoutrements  were 
brought  in ;  the  same  day  a  Lieutenant  of  their  Artillery  was  taken 
and  brought  to  General  Sullivan's  Quarters  with  seven  other  Prison- 
ers, most  of  which  are  Highlanders,  not  one  day  passes  but  they  are 
visited  by  one  Party  or  other  of  our  People.  This  morning  Twelve 
men  of  a  Company  have  been  detached  to  the  amount  of  Twelve 
hundred  to  bring  off  Forage  from  the  Enemies  Lines,  I  hope  they 
will  prosper. 

This  day  a  Brigade  of  the  New  England  Troops  arrived  from  the 
WJkite  Plains.  I  believe  very  little  is  doing  by  General  Heath,  sinoo 
he  summon'd  Fort  Independance  to  surrender,  and  it  refused  toooioplj 
with  his  demand. 

I  this  day  received  a  Letter  from  M**  Matthew  M'Guire,  requesting 
my  Interest  towards  his  getting  the  Office  of  Paymaster  to  the  Ar- 
tillery, the  Gentleman  I  am  well  acquainted  with  k  his  good  charao* 
ter  and  Abilities,  from  which  could  not  have  the  least  Objeotion,  if 
tt  meets  the  Councils  Approbation,  which  you  will  please  to  signify 
to  them.  Sir,  there  is  a  young  Gentleman  of  your  name,  whom  I 
^ish  to  prefer  to  a  Second  Lieutenancy,  he  is  Son  to  Major  Morris 
of  this  Town,  who  is  one  of  the  best  Partizans  on  the  Line,  as  no  one 
disturbs  the  Enemies  Out  Posts  more  than  he  does,  'tis  almost  his 
daily  Employment  and  very  successful,  I  will  be  down  in  a  few  days 
and  shall  direct  him  to  wait  on  you  to  be  introduced  to  tho  CoBAoil 
to  have  their  apppobation  of  my  ohoioeu 
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Creneral  St.  Glair  will  recommend  him  as  be  was  in  Canada  with 
him  last  Campaign,  expect  to  hear  from  jou  when  any  extraordinary 
matter  presents;  in  the  interim. 

I  am  with  great  Regard 

Sir 

Your  most  humble  Servant. 

TflOS.  PROCTER.    . 

P.  S.  i^st  as  I  close  the  Letter  an  acco't  arrives  of  Richard  Stog* 
den  (ft^ted  Tory)  l)eing  taken  with  60  men — 1  Major  taken  at' 
Lawrence's  Highlands^  1  Capt.  1  Lieut  2  Serj^*  &  4  Corporal's  be- 
Eeve  this  to  be  true. 

To  Samnel  C.  Morris,  Esq.,  Member  of  the  Hon*«  Council  df 
Safety,  Philadelphia.— Pavor'd  by  Lt.  P.  Proctor. 


Joseph  Hakt,  &c.,  to  Council,  1777. 

Bucks  County,  22d  Feb,  1777. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Penitylvania, 

Sir, 

Agreable  to  the  orders  of  the  Council  dated  the  nineteenth  Instanl 
we  the  Swbtcribers,  repaired  to  the  House  of  Isaac  Hicks  at  Newtown 
Meeived  from  Mrs.  Hicks  all  the  papers  she  alleged  to  be  in  their 
house,  and  deposited  the  same  in  the  public  Office,  and  having  ex- 
imio^  the  Records  there,  which  we  found  to  consist  of  the  following 
Books  y  ii :  The  Records  of  Deeds  from  Book  A  to  Book  P.  8  Vols* 
•aoh  except  the  third  Vol.  of  Book  A.  Orphans  Court  Books  fron^ 
A.NJto  O.  one  Vol.,  each  except  vol.  £.  Will  books  from  A.  to  C.  one 
vol.eaoh.  Administration  Book,  Vol.  1.,  all  which  are  extended  to 
Ibe  year  1776  from  which  we  apprehend  that  all  the  public  Reoorda 
Belonging  to  s'  Office  are  there  except  those  two  volumes  now  i^ 
jovr  poBestioDy  we  have  likewise  Order'd  the  magasine  to  be  removed 
wUob  will  be  doee  to  morrow. 

We  are  Sir  with  the  ntmoet  Respect 

Tour  very  Humble  Servants 

JOSEPH  HART. 
RICH.  GIBBS.  - 
HENRY  WYNKOOP.* 

*  See  CoL  Etc.  Vol  XL,  p.  128. 
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State  of  the  Chevaux  db  Frizes,  1777. 

February  22',  1777.    ' 

Kcmarks  made  by  Joseph  Khoads  with  Respect  to  the  State  of 
the  Chevaux  de  Friezes  at  Billiusport. 

That  there  are  Eight  Frames  finished  &  plauk'd ;  Eight  more  to 
finish,  part  not  rais'd. 

He  thinks  there  is  as  much  Plank  as  will  finish  two  of  the  Latter| 
&  consequently  Plank  for  6  Wanted. 

There  are  42  Loggs  at  the  Water  side ;  and  a  Certain  WoolfOi 
who  lives  at  the  place,  informs  that  there  are  Several  Loggs  along 
shore. 

There  are  36  Small  Loggs  on  the  ground,  which  will  make  floot 
Timbers,  as  also  Some  Scantling  and  Boards. 

He  thinks  there  are  Bolts,  Straps,  &  pins  Enough  to  finish  the 
above  Frames. 

There  is  One  Barrell  of  Spikes ;  not  sufficient  to  finish  the  Frames 
begun. 

The  Spear  Irons  are  all  on. 

Joseph  Rhoads'  Return,  Feb'  24,  1777. 


Gov.  Livingston,  N.  J.,  to  Council  of  Safety,  1717. 

Haddonfield,  22'  Feby.,  1777. 
Sir, 

On  the  late  Irruption  of  the  Enemy  into  this  State,  many  of  oir 

Kblic  Bridges  &  some  Boats  belonging  to  Individuals  were  destroyed 
^  Parties  of  your  Militia.  This  Measure  was  adopted  to  retard  tba 
Enemy's  March  to  Philadelphia,  which,  it  was  generally  suppoaedi 
Ibey  intended  to  attack.  The  Measure  itself,  being  designed  for  tba 
eommon  Qt>od,  is  not,  I  believe,  disapproved  of  by  any.  But  th» 
fiianner  of  carrying  it  into  Execution,  as  to  the  annecessary  Deatnio* 
tion  made,  is  blamed  by  many ;  k  the  Authority  by  which  the  Offi« 
oers  acted,  not  being  known,  has  caused  others  to  think  it  neoessafy 
Do  make  an  Inquiry. 

Some  Persons  professing  to  act  under  Authority  from  yonr  Conn- 
oil  of  Safety,  are  said  to  have  executed  the  trust  reposed  in  themi 
(if  they  were  so  intrusted)  with  great  Imprudence;  &  to  have  de- 
stroyed both  public  &  private  Property  with  great  Wantonness. 
Capt.  Chaxles  Lawrence,  Commander  of  a  Guard  Boat,  Sunk  a  Boat 
belonging  to  Major  Westcoat  loaded  with  Coal,  at  Cooper's 
Creek  bridge.  The  Bridge  itself  was  demolished;  &  has  been 
repaired  by  Orders  from  General  Putnam  save  only  as  to  the  hand- 
rails— The  Officer  of  the  Company  of  Carpenters  sent  to  repair  it, 
declared  that  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania  would  repay  the 
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Expence  of  the  reparatioD — They  have  paid  eome  persons  employed 
for  that  purpose;  Others  they  have  refused  to  pay,  &  directed  to 
apply  to  the  Committee  of  New  Jersey,  declaring  that  they  will  pay 
DO  more.  It  is  said  that  this  Bridge  was  destroyed  by  the  above 
named  Cap*  Lawrence,  who  produced  Orders  for  it,  Signed  by  Gen- 
eral Putnam,  the  purport  of  which  was,  that  he  should  repair  to  it^ 
k  protect  it. 

It  is  said  that  Col"  Matlack  destroyed  the  Ankocus  &  Pennsaukeng 
Bridges  ;  and  that  a  party  under  his  Command  destroyed  a  Flat  at 
Ankocus  Ferry ;  k  that  a  Wood-Boat  belonging  to  Mr.  Hugh  Hol- 
lingshead  was  destroyed  at  the  upper  Ferry  on  Ankocus. 

To  quiet  the  Minds  of  our  People,  many  of  whom  are  dissatisfied 
at  Some  of  the  Proceedings  upon  that  Occasion,  k  to  preserve  the 
greatest  possible  Harmony  between  our  Sister- States,  our  Council 
think  it  necessary  that  the  Matter  should  be  enouircd  into ;  k  have 
desired  me  to  apply  to  your  honourable  Council  of  Safety  for  that 
purpose 

I  must  for  a  few  days  defer  answering  your  Letter  of  the  17*^  In- 
stant, inclosing  a  List  of  Tories  confined  in  your  State  Prison,  because 
we  daily  expect  a  Member  of  Our  Council  from  Monmouth,  who,  I 
am  informed,  is  acquainted  with  the  Characters  &  offences  of  most 
of  the  Prisoners,  k  whose  assistance  we  shall  want  when  they  are 
brought  before  us. — With  great  respect  to  Your  honourable  Council, 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  Ser', 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 
Directed^ 

To  Owen  Biddle,  Esq',  Chairman  of  the  honourable,  the  Council 
of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania,  In  Philadelphia. 


pETKE  Knight  to  Council,  1777. 

Philad%  Febr'y  24**  1777. 

Sir^ 

I  am  Infonnd  by  a  Neighbour  of  mine.  That  a  Certain  Robert 
Hodge,  Said  to  belong  to  York  Government,  near  Pickskilns,  Came 
to  Jacob  Agee,  Papermaker,  k  bespoke  11801b  paper  of  a  partecular 
Sort ;  who  Refused  to  make  it,  unless  he  bro'  a  Certificate  from  y* 
Copgreflfl ;  oBe  was  Bro^  k  the  paper  was  made  k  dele' ;  at  the  Time 
of  the  Delivery  of  the  Paper,  there  was  in  Comp'y  with  Said  Hodge, 
one  Green,  an  Ingraver ;  &  the  famous  or  Infamous,  Ritchardson, 
formerly  Goncemd  in  Money  Making.  Sum  Inquiry  into  this  Mat- 
ter May  be  Necessary,  which  youl  be  the  Best  Judge  off. 

I  am  yours  Respectfully, 

PETER  KNIGHT. 

The  Hon*»«  ThoB»  Wharton,  Esq',  Present. 
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Mr.  Nbsbitt  to  Coukcil,  1776. 

Mr.  Nesbitt  informed  the  Gonncil  that  a  certain  Adam  Alleii 
offered  him  a  sum  oi  money  in  New  Jersey  Currencjr>  dated  20 
February,  1776,  signd  by  Jn*"  Hart  and  Sam>  How,  which  waa  sent 
from  New  York  by  Robert  Couper  to  discharge  some  Debts  doe 
from  him  to  persons  in  this  City,  which  money  appears  to  be  a  part 
of  a  Sum  stolen  from  Saml.  Tucker,  Esq',  in  Trenton  by  die  Enemy 
— and  ought  tp  be  signd  by  M'  Tucker^  viz' : — 

59  Three  pound  Bills. 

60  Thirty  Sbilling  Bills. 
120  Fifteen  shilling  Bills. 

Sixty  thirty  shilling  Bills  of  the  New  Jersey  Provincial  Congreflfi 
dated  the  20*^  day  of  Feb^',  1776,  signd  by  two  Signers  only,  viz., 
John  Hart  &  Samuel  How,  taken  from  Adam  Allen,  who  says  they 
were  sent  to  him  from  New  York  by  Bobert  Coupar,  to  discharge 
some  debts  due  by  him  in  this  City.  Fifty-nine  of  three  pouM 
bills  of  the  same  emission  &  date,  &  signd  in  the  same  manner. 
0|ie  hundred  and  twenty  fifteen  shilling  Bills,  d%  d%  the  same. 


In  Congress,  Feb'y  24»*,  1777. 

Besolved, 

That  the  Governor  of  New  Jersey  be  requested  to  order  the 
Militia  of  that  State  properly  armed  &  equipped  immediately  to  jom 
the  General ;  and  that  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania  be  also 
requested  to  send  to  the  aid  of  the  General  such  of  their  Militia 
properly  armed  and  equipped,  as  are  contiguous  to  New  Jersey — it 
being  the  earnest  Desire  of  Congress  to  make  the  army  under  the 
immediate  Command  of  Genl.  Washington  sufficiently  strong,  not 
only  to  curb  and  confine  the  Enemy  within  their  present  qnartaray 
&  prevent  them  from  drawing  Support  of  any  kind  from  the  Gotintiryi 
but  by  the  divine  Blessing  to  subdue  them  before  they  can  be  zeia- 
forced. 

By  order  of  Congress, 

JOHN  HANCOCK;  PndU^. 
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PETITION  OF  John  Underwood  to  Council,  1777. 

To  the  Honoorable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  the  State  of  Pennsjl- 
Tania. 

The  Petition  of  John  Underwood  Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  Your  Petitioner  hath  Served  as  a  First  Lieutenant  in  a 
Company  of  Militia,  last  Summer's  Campaign,  And  is  willing  to 
Bnter  into  the  Service  of  the  United  States  During  the  Present 
Unnatural  War ;  Requests  that  Your  Honourable  Board  would  be 
Pleased  to  Grant  him  a  first  Lieutenancy  in  Some  of  the  Companies 
to  be  raised  in  this  State.  And  Your  Petitioner  as  in  duty  bound 
shall  Ptay. 

JOHN  UNDERWOOD. 
•  PeVy  24ih,  1777. 

We,  whose  Names  are  hereunto  Subscribed,  do  recommend  y* 
above  Petitioner  as  a  Person  of  Good  Caracter,  and  deserving  of  the 
Appointment  he  solicits. 

JOSIAH  CRAWFORD. 

ALEX-  LOWREY. 


Colonel  Wbedon  to  CouJtoil,  1777. 

Head  Quarters,  Morris  Town,  Feb^-  24th;  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

I  send  you  by  His  excellencies  command.  Col*".  Duyckings,  of 
iofamons- Character.  He  was  in  the  Service  of  the  States,  but  on 
the  Enemies  oomeing  ioto  the  Jersies  he  swore  Allegiance  to  the 
King,  took  their  protection,  and  went  into  Brunswig.  Ho  it  is 
thought  has  been  iostrumental  to  many  nieces  of  Intelligence  gained 
by  them, — Notwithstanding  his  enimical  conduct  has  had  the  bold- 
Ben  to  eonje  amongst  us  since  the  publication  of  his  excellencies 
Prodamation  tho'  refuses  to  avail  himself  of  the  Benefits  resulting 
therefirom.  From  the  whole  of  his  Conduct  it  appears  his  Business 
oat,  was  more  to  gain  a  Knowledge  of  our  strength  &  situation  than 
any  other  motive,  circumstances  at  present  render  it  impossible  to  fix 
the  matter  upon  him  as  a  spy,  His  excellency  desire  he  may  be 
taken  proper  oare  of  in  your  Goal  till  a  future  day.  You  will  also 
reodve  a  Captain  Hayden  of  Col*.  Burskirks  Bat.  of  Skinners 
Brigade,  made  prisoner  by  our  army,  His  excellency  allowed  him 
his  parole  which  he  broak }  a  proper  attention  to  him  in  your  further 
Dneetions  may  also  be  found  Necessary,  By  the  same  escort  I  send 

Vol.  v.— 11 
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jou  Lientenant  Camron  of  the  XI''  Regiment  of  British  Troops,  witi* 
a  Copy  of  his  parole. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

T'-  most  oV*  Serv'S  &a, 

G.  WEEDON,  Adj.  GcnL 

Directed.  * 

To  the  Honble  the  Committee  of  Safety^  Philadelphia. 


Wm.  Richaeds  to  Council  op  Safbtt,  1777. 

Gent"-/ 

Benjamin  Books  who  has  the  Care  of  the  alarm  Boat  at  Bombay 
Hook  is  to  bo  turned  out  of  his  house  in  a  few  days,  he  wants  to 
build  a  Log  House  for  his  Men.  The  favor  I  have  to  ask  of  joa, 
Gentlemen,  is  to  write  a  Line  to  the  Committee  of  said  Place  to 
obtain  that  Liberty  for  Mr.  Books  so  that  he  may  not  be  hindered, 
for  if  he  should^  the  Men  will  be  Distress'd  for  a  House. 

remain  your  most  obed't 

humble  Serv^t, 

WM.  RICHARDS. 

Phila.,  Feb^'  24th,  1777. 

Directed^ 

Hon'ble  Council  of  Safety,  present. 


DooT.  John  Connolly  to  Council^  1777. 

Ship,  25th  Feb'y,  1777. 

Sir, 

Immediately  upon  the  order  of  the  Council  of  Safety  being  ooaif- 
municated  to  me,  I  should  hare  set  out  without  loss  of  lime  for 
Philada.,  but  my  continual  indisposition  &  the  lameness  of  one  of 
my  Horses,  together  with  the  extreme  bad  Weather,  rendered  it 
impossible  for  me  to  manifest  a  readier  obedience,  than  by  aetting 
out  upon  the  23d.  Fully  acquainted  with  the  violent  prejodioet 
which  prevail  against  me ;  as  well  as  sensible  of  many  maUcionsii  & 
groundless  reports  equally  disadvantageous,  I  have  thought  proper 
to  dispatch  my  servant  before  me,  in  order  to  acquaint  you,  that  I 
am  BO  far  advanced  upon  my  journey ;  apprehensive  that  a  day  or 
two  longer  delay  might  give  rise  to  some  unfavorable  impreaaioni^ 
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tbo'  more  expedition  in  my  present  state  of  health  I  am  really  inca- 
pable to  nvijce. 

Whatever  may  have  occasioned  an  alteration  in  Opinion  with 
regud  to  oie,  I  can  truly  assert,  it  could  not  possibly  have  originated 
from  any  thing  either  transacted  or  expressed  by  me.  Conscious  of 
nothing  which  can  merit  resentment  from  you,  I  shall  submit  to 
wfaatevdr  may  be  determined  upon  in  my  Case,  with  all  the  patience 
which  my  enfeebled  eonstitution  wilt  afford. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

respectfally, 

your  most  Obed*  Serv*, 

JOHN  CONNOLLY  * 
Direct, 

To  Thomas  Wharton,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Gounoil  of  Safety. 


Gov.  Livingston  to  Council,  1777. 

Haddonfield,  25  Feb'ry,  1777. 
Sir, 

A  young  Gentleman  has  applied  to  me  for  leave  to  enlist  a 
considerable  number  of  the  Prisoners  belonging  to  this  State  now 
in  your  Jail,  who,  he  says,  are  willing  to  enter  into  the  Service. 
But  as  I  know  not  the  guilty  from  the  innocent,  &  the  suffering  the 
farmer  to  inlist  would  be  really  discharging  them  without  a  TryaL 
k  the  inlisting  the  Latter,  while  in  Confinement,  be  taking  an  unjust 
Advantage  of  a  Prisoner,  I  did  not  think  myself  authorized  to  coun- 
tenance such  a  Procedure.  As  those  people  were  hurried  to  your 
City  by  the.  Military,  at  a  time  when  the  situation  of  this  State  was 
such  tnat  they  could  not  be  safely  confined  in  it,  I  do  not  know 
for  what  parUeular  offenoes  they  were  apprehended,  nor  ean  I  upon 
the  moet  diligent  Inquiry  procure  the  proper  Information.  Probably 
an  AocouDt  w  their  Crimes  was  transmitted  to  your  Council  with 
their  Persons.  If  so,  I  should  esteem  it  a  particular  Favour  to  be 
famished  with  it.  We  are  atf  aolUcitous  to  relieve  you  from  the 
.Bvdea  of  keepng  them  as  you  can  be,  but  we  know  not  wliat 
tb  do  with  them  at  present  if  we  should  send  for  them  hither,  fot 
want  of  Evidence  to  discriminate  the  guilty  from  the  Innocent. 

I  am  sir, 

your  most  humble  serv*, 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

To  Owen  Biddle,  Esq',  Chairman  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of 
Pennsylvania!  In  Philadelphia. 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  XL,  196,  200. 
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CONGRBSS  TO   COUNCIL  OP  SAFETY,  1777. 

Baltimore,  FeV  25*,  1777. 

GeDtlemen, 

The  Congress,  haying  jnst  received  Intelligence  from  Gen'  Wash* 
ington  that  the  Enemy  at  Brunswick  are  eonsiderablj  reioforoed  by 
the  arrival  of  the  Troops  from  Bhode  Island,  under  the  command 
of  Gen.  Clinton,  immediately  came  to  a  Resolution  which  I  am 
directed  to  signify  to  you,  and  agreeably  to  the  Terms  of  it,  to  re- 
quest that  yon  wilt  send  to  the  Aid  of  the  General  such  of  your 
Militia  properly  armed  and  equipped,  as  are  contiguous  to  Ne^ 
Jersey ;  it  being  the  earnest  Desire  of  Congress  to  make  the  Army 
under  his  immediate  Command,  sufficiently  strong,  not  only  to  con- 
fine the  Enemy  within  their  present  Quarters,  and  prevent  them 
from  drawing  Support  of  any  Kind  from  the  Country,  but  by  the  ' 
Blessing  of  God,  totally  to  subdue  them  before  they  can  be  fuurther 
reinforced. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

your  most  obed^, 

&  very  h'ble  serv*, 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Presi*. 

Hon'ble  Council  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania. 


Ghn'l  Dickinson  to  Council  &c.,  1777. 

,  Head  Quarters,  Baritan,  Feb.  26tb»  1777. 

D.  Sir, 

I  send  to  you,  under  Guard,  4  Hessian  Prisoners,  taken  at  this 
port,  and  a  regular  Deserter,  who  lately  came  out  from  the  Snemy.* 

I  am  sir,  your's,  &c, 

By  order  of  Gen'  Dickinson. 

FREFK  FRELINGHUTSEN,  B.  Major. 
Directed^ 

To  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President  Council  of  Safety,  Phila- 
delphia.   ^  Lieu*  Taylor. 
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John  Walter  to  Council,  1777. 
8', 

AooordiDg  to  J*  Order  signified  to  me  by  yoars  of  the  24th  In- 
stuity  I  have  mtde  an  Essay  of  Sulpher  Oar,  sent  at  y*  same  timei 
and  find  it  to  be  poor  in  Qoality,  and  so  rigidly  bound  up  in  the  Iron 
it  is  combined  with  as  to  make  it  very  expensive  in  the  working, 
bendes  y*  person  that  brot  it  informs  me  it  is  enveloped  in  a  solid 
Bock  which  will  make  the  Digging  it  expensive ;  it  may  not  be 
amias  to  inform  the  Hon.  Conncili  that  I  have  made  essays  on  Oars 
brot  flrom  all  parts  within  five  Hundred  Miles,  and  find  none  so 
rich  as  what  is  foond  aboat  Bordentown  in  y  Jerseys,  whioh|  besides 
has  the  advantage  of  lying  open  to  the  Day,  and  being  in  prodigious 
Qnantitys. 

I  am  8% 

your  most  humble  sen^f 

JOHN  WALTER&* 

Spring  Gardens,  27th  Feb,  1777. 

Directed  J 
To  Thos.  Wharton,  Esq'. 


Dr.  John  Connolly  to  Council,  1777. 

:Fehr  27%  1777. 

Sir, 

Yesterday  evening  I  arrived  in  this  City,  &  dii  myself  the  honor 
of  waiting  upon  the  Council  of  Safety ;  but  upon  enquiring  found 
they  had  adjourned.  I  had  it  in  design  to  have  repeated  my  atten- 
dance this  Morning,  but  am  absolutely  incapable  of  leaving  my  room. 
I  lodge  at  M^  Papley's,  and  shall  be  ready  to  comply  with  such 
directions  as  you  may  think  necessary  to  prescribe,  flattering  myself 
however,  that  nothing  definitive,  with  regard  to  me,  will  be  determined 
npon  until  I  am  in  some  degree  better. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  respectfully 

Sir, 

Your  most  obed<  Serv% 

JNO.  CONNOLLY.f 
Dvrteied, 
To  Thomas  Wharton,  Esqu',  President  of  the  Connoil  of  Safety. 

♦  8m  Vol.  IV.,  p.  719,  720,  762. 

f  See  Colon.  Bee.  Vol.  XL  190,  200.  Also  10>,  180,  242,  ibis  Vol. 
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John  Evans  to  Council,  1777. 

Ghflster  Coiraty,  Feb*  27%  1777. 
Sir: 

I  reodved  your  favour  of  25*^  Instant,  and  it  moat  rite  real  plei^ 
9Qre  to  everj  friend  of  Lil>ert7  &  Virtne,  to  beliold  tue  dawn  of  a 
&  free  Independant  Govemiaent,  rising  oat  of  the  ashes  of  one  that 
was  likely  to  sap  from  us  all  that  was  worthy  a  freemans  enjojnient. 
pleased  with  the  happy  appearance  (which  thro'  the  goodness  of  Pro< 
yidence)  our  noble  and  generous  struggle  for  Liberty  now  wears,  yet 
when  I  reflect  upon  the  important  truiayt,  that  will  come  within  Uie 
department  of  Ihe  Executive  Counsel,  which  has  heretofore  been  so 
worthily  &  judiciously  conducted  by  the  Council  of  Safety,  it  gives 
me  great  uneasinesss  to  find  my-self  one  of  the  number  on  whom  such 
a  trust  is  to  Devolve,  and  my  greatdiffidenee  of  not  being  equal  to 
the  task,  would  have  rendered  me  extremely  unhappy,  but  for  the 
aid  and  assistance  which  the  Council  of  Safety  has  so  Undly  oAied, 
which  to  me  as. a  member  of  the  Executive  Council  will  be  Mwaya 
very  acceptable,  and  earnestly  sought  after.  t 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  Council  I  purpose  to  set  out 'for 
Philad",  on  Fryday,  and  expect  to  be  in  town  on  Saturday  or  Snndaj 
next  at  farthest. 

I  am  with  great  respect  your 

HbleServ* 

JOHN  EVANS. 

Directed, 

"  Thomas  Whartcm,  jun'',  President. 


DAifiEL  Baho&oft  to  CovkoOs,  1777* 

Sir, 

About  ten  days  ago  I  applied  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  &  from 
the  Presidents  answer  did  expect  soon  to  have  been  enlarged.  I  am 
fully  persuaded  of  being  able  to  convince  the  Council  that  my  con- 
duct has  been  misrepresented  to  my  disadvantage,  were  I  informed 
of  what  I  am  accused — I  should  suppose  that  ten  weeks  will  be  thowght 
a  svffioient  length  of  time  for  a  person  to  be  coofined  merely  upon  fus- 
picion  of  guilt — I  only  wish  my  actions  may  be  judged  with  candor 
&  impartiality — If  any  crime  be  proved  against  me  1  shall  patiently 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1777.  247 

suffer — if  not,  I  beg  I  may  not  bo  longer  kept  here  at  the  ezpenoo 
of  property  and  health. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 

Sir,  ' 

your  most  Hble  Serr^ 

DANL  BANCROFT, 

Stale  Prison  57«  Peb^,  1777. 

DireciotL 

P^TBaidMit  of  the  Council  Safety. 


Gen.  Putnam  to  Gen.  Gates,  1777.  . 

Princeton,  Feb^  27%  1777. 

Sir, 

By  Uie  bearer  Col.  Watts  have  sent  you  some  prisoners,  (tories  & 
enlbted  men,)  a  list  of  which  is  inclosed—- one  of  them  was  taken 
with  Stockton,  bat  being  sick,  could  not  be  sent  with  that  party — 
some  of  them  I  make  no  doubt  but  will  be  willing  to  enlist  into  the 
Cont^  Service,  if  so,  I  thick  it  would  be  well  enough  to  enlist  them, 
those  who  will  not,  I  would  have  them  put  immediately  on  Board 
the  frigates — the  Hessian  is  a  Dessrter — the  following  is  an  Extract 
of  a  letter  from  Head  Quarters,  '24*^  Feb^^ :  ''There  happened  a  fray 
«  yesterday  between  part  of  Oen'  Maxwell's  Brig*,  &  about  2000  of 
"the  Enemy,  in  which  our  people  took  7  prisoners  &  kept  the 
"  ffround.  Wc  had  I  man  killed  &  3  or  4  wounded.  The  Enemy's 
'^  loss  Vas  supposed  to  have  been  much  more  considerable.  They 
"  were  seen  to  carry  off  several  Waggon  loads  of  de^  &  wounded. 
^'  We  expect  to  hear  more  of  it  to-day. '^ 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  Hum**  ServS 

ISRAEL  PUTNAM. 

N.  B. — ^Bc  good  enough  to  send  me  the  news  Papers,  we  scarce 
see  one  in  an  age,  and  then  by  accident.  I.  P. 

Direded, 
The  Hon'ble  Major  General  Gates,  Philadelphia.    Col.  Watts. 
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Wm.  Atlee  to  Council,  1777. 

Lancaster,  the  28^  February;  1777. 
Ckntlemen, 

Joseph  RichardsoD,  the  Person  who  was  some  time  ago  charged 
with  counterfeiting  the  Bill  of  Credit  of  Pennsylvania,  &  for  the 
apprehending  of  whom  a  large  reward  was  offered  by  the  late  GK>?- 
emor,  was  yesterday  Evening  brought  to  this  Place  by  General 
Thompson,  Major  Butler,  &  some  other  officers,  who  met  with  him 
on  their  way  betrween  York  &  the  Susquehanna,  on  their  arrival 
here  they  delivered  him  to  the  Committee,  who  have  ordered  him 
to  Goal,  and  directed  me  to  inform  the  Council  of  Safety  of  the 
matter,  &  request  their  instructions  how  he  is  to  be  disposed  of. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  mention  that  Capt.  Abraham  Scott,  of 
Col.  Galbjraith's  Battalion  of  Associators  in  this  County,  lately 
brought  in  &  delivered  to  me  24  Muskets,  1  Rifle,  21  Bayonets,  19 
Iklts,  36  Cartridge  Boxes,  1  Powder  Horn  &  Pouch,  &  2  wooden 
Canteens,  which  he  sajs  he  received  at  Philada.,  from  Mr.  Towers. 
Mr.  Scott  mistook  the  Directions  of  the  Council,  which  appoints  the 
Arms  of  the  several  Battalions  to  be  sent  to  Philada.  by  the  Colonela, 
but  as  he  had  brought  them  several  miles  in  a  WaggoUi  &  that 
method  of  Carrioge  without  Boxes  is  frequently  injurious  to  arms, 
I  received  them  from  him,  &  shall  send  them  down,  or  put  them 
into  the  Hands  of  the  Continental  Troops  here  as  the  Council  shall 
please  to  order,  tho'  I  must  not  omit  to  mention  that  I  delivered  6 
of  the  Muskets  with  6  Bajonets  &  Belts,  &  the  same  Number  of 
Cartridge  Boxes,  to  Captains  Lang  &  Wcrtz,  the  other  day,  (as  they 
had  a  number  of  Deserters  to  escort  to  Philada.,)  &  took  their 
Receipt  for  them  to  be  delivered  to  the  Council  at  Philadelphia. 
Colonel  Hartly  has  requested  the  others  of  me  for  the  use  jof  his 
Battalion,  &  likewise  requested  that  the  arms  collected  by  the 
Colonels  here  might  be  put  into  the  Hands  of  his  People,  but  as  to 
these  matters  I  cou'd  give  him  no  answer.  A  few  of  those  here 
want  a  little  repairing  &  if  the  Council  think  proper  PI  have  it  done. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obed't  ScrVt, 

WILU-  ATLKB. 

Bichardson  has  a  Horse  here,  &  requests  the  liberty  of  selling 
him,  or  sending  him  to  some  Friend  in  the  Country  where  he  may 
be  kept  at  less  expense  than  here. 

Directeiff 

To  Thomas  Wharton,  junior.  Esquire,  President  of  HonouraUa 
Council  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania. 
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MrrxxMus  voe  Joseph  Richardson,  1777. 
Sir, 

Major  Bailer  &  Capt.  Boyd  haying  brought  to  Town  &  DeliTeied 
iato  joar  oare  i^  Certain  Joseph  liichtrdsoD,*  being  the  Penon  Ad« 
Ttrtiaed  bj  John  Penn,  Esq'.,  late  Governor  of  Pennsjlvania,  ft 
tharged  with  eoanterfeiting  the  Paper  Currency  of  Pennsylvaniai  I 
101  ordered  by  the  Committee  to  require  and  Command  you  to  keep 
the  ai*  JoBeph  Riohardaon  safely  oonfined  in  the  Goal  of  the  County 
of  Laocaateri  until  he  shall  be  from  thence  discharged  by  order  from 
the  Committee  or  other  proper  authority. 

WILLI-  ATLEE, 

Chairman  of  Committee. 

Lancaster,  the  28*^  Feb^,  1777. 

Michael  Immel,  keeper  of  the  Common  Goal,  Lancaster  County. 

A  trae  Copy  ^^  me.  MICHAEL  IMMEL. 

The  above  being  a  Copy  of  the  mitimus  of  Joseph  RioharAson 
certified  by  the  Gaol  keeper — the  said  Joseph  Richardson  hath 
requested  to  have  it  certified  whether  he  is  committed  by  ^rder  of 
the  Committee  for  any  other  Cause  or  offence  than  what  is  therein 
contained— I  do  therefore  certify  that  the  above  contains  the  reasons 
for  the  commitment  of  the  said  Joseph  Richardson  by  the  Com* 
mlttee,  and  the  only  reasons ;  there  being  no  proof  before  the  Com- 
mittee in  support  of  the  assertions  of  his  oeing  a  Tory  or  inimical  to 
the  Liberties  ft  Rights  of  America. 

WILLI-  ATLEE, 

Chairman  of  Committee. 
Lancaster,  the  15'^  March,  1777. 


Col.  Proctor  to  Owen  Biddle,  1777. 

Head  Quarters,  Princetown,  Mar.  1"',  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

Last  evening  I  arrived  here,  having  taken  a  Circuit  through  our 
front  lines  in  order  to  examine  the  Artillery,  if  they  were  in  fitness 
for  actton,  a  report  of  which  am  to  make  to  His  Excellency  on  my 
return  to  Morris.  I  found  every  matter  in  good  order,  and  at  some 
of  the  post  had  form'd  small  breast  works  for  defence,  particularly 
at  Hiddle  brook  and  Raritan  bridge.  The  men  are  in  Exceeding 
high  spirits.  You  perhaps  have  heard  of  the  skirmish  we  had  on 
Sunday  last  not  far  from  Quible  or  Samptown,  I  saw  Gen>  Maxweira 
litter,  which  mention  they  had  kill'd,  fifty  men  wounded  100.    Our 

«  See  VoL  IV.  p.  466,  mnC  OqI.  Bee.  VoL  X.  p.  99. 

11* 
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lo6S  not  more  than  one  kill'd,  three  wounded,  and  by  the  account  of 
three  deserters  of  49^  reg*  I  Jieard  &  examined  one  Marine,  who 
left  Brunswick  Thirsdaj,  1 1  o'clock  in  the  day,  being  sent  out  to 
out  woody  nearly  proves  the  same  as  the  Gen**  letter,  as  thej  were  of 
die  picket  when  twelve  waggons  loaded  with  slain  were  baried. 
They  also  mention  that  Morris  is  their  mark  for  Vengenoei  purpoe* 
iBg  to  make  it  a  Visit  when  the  ground  is  a  little  dear'd  of  BmaWf 
which  at  present  is  prity  deep,  they  also  mention  great  uneaaijieM 
'Among  the  soldiery  for  want  of  pay,  scarcity  ^of  every  kind  of  Pro- 
Tisions  but  salt,  and  that  138  horses  have  lately  been  carried  into 
an  adjacent  field  near  Brunswick^  who  died  eating  so  little  of  our 
salt  marsh  hay. 

Gen^  Warner  informed  me  of  his  intending  last  Thirsday  night  to 
have  surprised  the  Hessian  Picket,  but  he  was  early  discovered  by  their 
out  sentinals,  from  whome  he  rec'd  sundry  shotts  without  returning 
hoping  to  have  surrounded  their  whole  guard,  brought  of  Two  Hess- 
ians, three  Horses,  and  sundry  Cattle  without  loss  on  our  side. 

S'  Mr.  Jos.  Bice,  L*  of  the  floting  battery,  earnestly  requests  to 
Join  the  Artillery  under  my  Command.  He  hop'd  to  be  Honour'd 
with  a  Comp'',  which  I  could  not  promise  him,  believing  you  bad 
fill'd  such  Vaoanceys,  but  did  not  doubt,  from  his  being  known  to 
many  of<tho  Hon'ble  Members  of  the  Councill,  that  a  Captain  lieu- 
tenancy might  be  conferr'd  upon  him.  If  S'  you  think  the  applioa* 
iion  proper,  as  time  could  not  admitt  of  any  other,  shall  be  muoii 
Obliged  in  your  Proposing  him  for  such  appointment.  GoL  Glem^ 
^idle  is  very  well — ^my  third  letter. 

I  renmin  your 'most 

Ob't  Humble  Servant, 

THOS.  PROCTOR. 

D-irectedf 

To  Owen  Biddle,  Esq"".,  member  of  the  Honourable  Councill  of 
Safety^  Philadelphia. 


Council  to  Col.  Hallbb,  1777. 

In  Council  of  Safety,  March  1, 1777. 
Sir, 

His  Exoell.  Gen.  Washington  has  requested  this  Council  to  ssod 
the  French  Prisoners  now  at  Heading,  or  elsewhere  in  this  StatSi  to 
Boston,  under  the  Care  of  an.  Officer  in  whom  we  can  place  oonfidenoe, 
in  order  that  an  Exchange  may  take  place.  - 

-I  therefore  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  take  upon  yon  this  trouble; 
and  when  you  get  to  £astoD|  you  are  to  4i4*t6h.  a  mossenger  to 
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Wb  Exoelky  to  let  him  know  it,  and  reoeiTe  from  him  saeh  ftirther 
SiieeCioiui  retpeotiDg  their  Bout,  &c.^  as  he  may  think  proper  to 

£*fe.  li  b  his  partiealar  desire  that  they  may  not  aoqaire  the  leasi 
lowkdge  of  oar  Posts,  or  the  situation  of  any  Part  of  oar  Army^ 
m  HmU  I  beg  yoa  to  haTo  a  watohfall  Eye  over  them.  If  yoa  Uiink 
it  aeeenary  to  take  with  you  an  officer  to  assist  in  this  matter  thv 
Ooanoil  have  not  the  least  objeotion ;  he  can  be  sent  from  Baston  to 
His  BsoelL  to  inform  him  of  your  geting  there. 

*  4  am  with  great  respect 

S',  your  Very  Hum. 
Direeiedj 

ToColLHaUer. 


Council  to  Committsb  of  Lanoastbr,  177T. 

In  Council  of  Safety,  Philad%  March  3, 1777. 
Gent 

• 

The  Council  being  informed  that  the  Barracks  in  your  Town  are 
flUher  crowded,  have  agreed  that  such  of  the  Hessian  Prisoners  as 
em  be  usefully  imployed  may  be  inlarged  by  you  in  the  manner 
fbUQviBgie — That  they  be  intrusted  with  such  persons  in  your 
CoaQty  as  you  can  confide  in,  to  keep  them  comfortable  &  safe ;  & 
that  they  continue  subject  to  your  call  at  any  time.  We  also  re* 
oommend  it  to  yon  to  be  exact  in  having  a  return  of  the  names  of 
the  persons  who  imploy  them,  &  the  names  &  occupations  of  the 
Prisoners  you  shall  inlarge,  in  consequence  hereof. 

I  am  Gknt., 

Tour  Very  Hum.  sv^ 
Directed, 

To  Committee  of  Lancaster. 


Gov.  LivmasTON  to  Council  op  Safety,  1777. 

D'Sir, 

Our  State  not  having  delivered  yours  from  the  Prisoners  contained 
hi  the  Idst  inclosed  in  your  Favour  of  the  26th  of  Feb^,  (whieh  I 
iseeived  but  this  day,)  has  affected  me  with  singular  concern.    The* 
Difficulty  of  knowing  how  to  dispose  of  them  when  they  arrived - 
bere,  has  procrastinc^  the  affair,  and  given  me  great  anxiety.    This 
tilli  I  kopeiy  apolegin  for  having  so  long  put  you  to  the  Tnmble  of: 


afia        PBWNsyLyANU  abohiveb  mi. 

kMpiBg  Aem  in  that  I>anmoe  in  wbioh  tiiey  were  ocmsigDed  Irifiit 
#«t  4he  agency  of  this  State.  But  as  General  Formaa  is  bow  daily 
iipectady  whO|  I  am  infonned,  ia  aUa  to  point  oat  ftfaair  aevanl 
BaliociaiiieieBi  or  to  dtreol  as  to  penooB  who  eao,  I  have  aoDt  lieufc. 
miek  with  a  gnaid  to  receive  them  from  your  atatOt  and  ainoerely 
aoknowledge  our  obligationa  to  the  Oommoawealth  of  PeonaylTaiiia, 
for  aeonriog  anoh  a  Number  of  miscreants  at  a  time  when  it  was  ifot 
in  onr  Power  to  apply  the  same  remedy  against  the  Ebullitioiia  of 
their  Treason  &  Rebellion  against  the  Umie(L  States  of  America. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  serv^, 

WIL.  MVINQ8T0N. 
BordentowB;  8*  march^  1777. 

Directed^ 

To  The  Honbl*  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun%  Esq',  President  of  the 
Supreme  Bx^utiTO  Oouneil  of  the  Oommonwealtb  of  Penn^ylyania, 
Philadelphia. 


[On  the  4th  March,  1777,  The  Snpreme  Ezecntive  Oonaeil  under 
ttie  new  oonstitntion  met,  and  their  minutes  commenoed  in  flaL  Reo.^ 
YOl.  zi.9  p.  178.    On  thia  5th,  the  Council  &  Assembly  met  ft  hj 
joint  ballot  elected  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun%  President,  ft  Oaot^ 
Bryant,  Vice  President,  of  the  Supreme  £zecntiv>e  Connoil|  fomiing 
the  EscontiTe  branch  of  the  Got. — and  at  noon,  at  the  court  bonaa, 
the  result  of  the  election  was  proclaimed  with  great  oeremooy,  (a 
detailed  account  of  the  procession,  &c.,  may  be  seen  in  the  Penna. 
Gazette  of  March  12.)   The  stile  ft  title  is  '<  His  Excellency  Thomas 
Wharton,  Jun',  Esq.,  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penns*,  Captain  Gen'l  ft  Commander-in- 
Chief  in  and  over  the  same."     (See  Col.  Records,  vol.  xi.  p.  174.) 
One  of  their  first  acts  was  to  issue  a  proclamation  for  a  day  of  fasting, 
humiliation  and  prayer,  conformable  to  recommendation  of  Congress, 
for  3'  April.     Finding  <<  that  the  Civil  Department  requires  great 
attention,"  the  Council  established  two  Boards — a  Board  of.  War 
for  the  land  service,"  of  9  persons,  &  <<  a  Nav^  Board  with  oogni- 
sance  of  all  matters  relating  to  the  Navy  of  the  State,  "  composed 
of  11  persons.     For  their  names  &  duties  see  Colon.  Rec,  toL  zi., 
pi.  182-184.    Thus  organised  ft  divided  the  servioea  of  the  Jaie 
(knmca  of  Safety,  of  which  T.  Wharton  Jiad  been  prcfBdent,  being  i 
nAjpnger  ncoeesary,  were  dispenaed  with  as  would  appacr  from  their : 
xainotea,  terminating  on  the  13th  of  March,  the  day  on  whioh  thaM 
Boards  were  appointed.      Many  of   the  aneoeediag  p^pera  nra 
addroaaad.  to  these  Bosrda,  whiah  mnat  not  ba  •0Dlaiui4od 
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departmenU  established  by  Congress  for  Continental  pur- 

Tbe  minatea  of  these  State  Boards  have  not  been  foand. 

The  Sute  Board  of  War  was  disoontinoed  Aug't  6^  1777 See 

CoL  Bee.,  voL  xi.  p.  260.] 


Thos.  Hanioan  to  Council,  1777. 

March  the  5, 1777.* 
Sir, 

Being  informed  of  a  groat  Qaantity  of  Snlpher*  to  be  refined  in 
Different  parts  of  this  Continent,  and  as  it  is  a  thing  not  universally 
known,  I  aball  if  agreeable  to  your  Board,  for  the  sam  of  two  hun- 
dred pounds,  Disclose  the  whole  process,  and  by  wioh  Directions,  yoa 
may  mako  the  most  .ignorant  person  to  do  it,  and  for  every  pound 
you  paid  hearetofore,  I  shal  be  Bound  that  it  shall  not  ooet  you  one 
ahillinff,  I  have  last  summer,  in  one  Day  Refined  five  hundred  weight 
whieh  18  five  pounds,  with  the  small  sum  of  four  shillings,  co8t|  The 
above  money  will  clear  it  self  in  the  first  ten  tuns. 

Sir. 

I  wait  your  answer 

»  THS.  HANIQAN. 


•^»  \ 


Direeied, 

For  Hr.  Writtenhouse. 

\ 

Council  op  Safety  to  Gen.  Washington,  1777.     *  ^.*'  ■  ^: 

In  Council  of  Safety, 

PhUada.  6  March,  1777. 
Sir, 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Boehm  of  Colonel  Geiger's  Batallion  of  Militia 
of  Northarapton  Co.,  now  in  Camp,  informs  us  that  they  are  uneasy 
under  an  apprehension  that  it  is  intended  to  keep  them  in  serviee 
more  than  the  allotted  time  for  the  militia  on  account  of  some  of  the 
said  Batallion  deserting  from  this  City  when  they  were  under  march- 
bg  orders.  At  the  particular  request  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Boehm ' 
made  in  behalf  of  the  said  Militia  and  in  justice  to  them  we  take  the 
Liberty  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  they  have  been  very  active 
Sappressing  the  Tories,  in  their  County,  and  the  principle  support  of 
the  cause  in  that  part  of  the  Country,  and  that  by  the  artifices  of 
designing  men  amongst  us  who  infused  into  their  minds  unjustifiable 

*  See  p.  246. 
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suspicions  against  the  persons  in  power,  they  were  indncec!  them  to 
leave  the  service  in  that  shamefull  manner,  we  would  therefore  l>eg 
leave  to  intercede  for  them  with  your  Ezoellencj  that  thej  may  be 
discharged  when  they  have  been  o  weeks  in  Camp,  as  we  are  inclined 
to  believe  that  they  are  sufficiently  mortified  at  their  late  oondoot 
and  will  in  future  manifest  a  cheerful  obedience  to  authority. 

Directed^ 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


JOBBPH  BlOHAKDSON  TO  COL.  MaTLACK,  1777, 

March  y  7**  1777. 
DrSir, 

These  cornea  to  inform  you,  as  an  old  acquaintance,  of  my  Present 
litnation,  and  the  cause  of  my  being  heer. 

Some  ill  Disposed  People  Bais'd  a  report  that  I  acted  Inemioal  to 
the  Present  cause  of  my  Cuntrey,  which  was  without  just  foundation 
I  was  apprehended  for  the  Same,  by  a  numbef  of  officers  and  Com- 
mitted to  Lancaster  goal  without  having  a  heering,  by  a  mittemusa 
for  that  Purpose,  the  next  day  the  Checrman  of  the  Committee  sent 
for  the  Ghiler  and  took  up  the  mittemuss  as  nothing  Did  appear  to 
them  of  mv  acting  inemical  to  my  Cuntrey.  But  now  continues  bm 
beer,  for  the  old  impeachm^  which  if  they  Dont  give  me  a  ohaooe  of 
being  Released  by  tryal,  bail  or  otherwise,  it  willmuch  Distress  my 
family^  and  not  serving  y  Cuntrey  as  one  of  my  Sons  is  in  the  Ser- 
vice, and  as  he  is  in  Duty  bound  to  take  care  of  his  mother,  &o.|  he  will 
be  oblig'd  to  Resine  his  Commi'tion  for  that  Purpose. 

Therefore  Sir,  I  hope  you'l  be  so  kind  and  interest  yourself  lathe 
affair  for  Justice  Sake.  I  cant  see  how  they  can  bring  it  to  tryal  aa 
times  is,  altho  w'  be  glad  if  it  could  be  done  speedily,  as  I  bmTe  long 
wish'd  for,  and  made  application  for  y*  same  by  a  fi^  to  the  attorney 
(General,  Judseis  &c.,  which  I  gave  my  attendance  in  Philada. 
Oonntey,  for  that  Purpose,  But  Received  an  answer  that  Gkivenia't 
was  likely  to  be  broke  &  nothing  could  be  done  at  that  time  ft  I  am  - 
afraid  it  is  so  still.  So  I  hope  you'l  consider  my  situation  and  aaiat 
i^  getting  me  some  Relief,  for  my  familys  sake  if  no  other.  Tour  oom* 
plianoe  will  much  oblige  your  old  h^  and  well  wisher. 

JOS.  RICHARDSON.* 
Dirwtedj 

To  Col.  Timothy  Matlack,  in  Philada. 

*  See  p.  2249. 
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BOBBBT  MOERIS   TO    COUNCIL  OF   SaPETY,  1777. 

Marine  officoi  March  S,  1777. 
QeikQtmen, 

As  the  sloop  iDdepedence  is  now  ready  to  sail  and  we  find  it  im- 
possible to  get  a  Surgeon  for  her,  I  must  request  the  Favour  that  the 
Bearer  hereof  Mr.  Wm.  Rassell  may  have  a  discharge  from  jour 
service  to  act  in  that  capacity  on  board  her.  If  this  can  be  aone 
with  propriety  it  will  serve  the  public  and  oblige  Gentlemen. 

Your  most  Obed*  Serv*. 

ROBT.  MORRIS. 
Direetedf 
The  Hon'ble  the  Council  of  Safety.  * 


FsTEB  Dk  Haven  to  Col.  Bull,  1777. 

French  Creek,  Maroh  10, 1777. 
Sir, 

I  am  Sorry  to  inform  yon  of  the  unhappy  Explotion  of  Blowing 
iip  the  Continel  Powder  Mill  this  Morning  About  10  A  oclook, 
Whieh  Wee  are  very  Supspities  has  bin  Don  by  Mr.  Peck  or  his  Men, . 
as  they  have  yoused  Severel  odd  Ezprestions,  and  thay  had  Goa 
Sum  Distants  from  it  at  the  Time  it  Hapned  and  Runn  to  the  next 
neigbbers  house  &  Did  not  Come  back  till  Wee  Sent  out  A  Gard  for 
them.  Mr.  Beck  Seem  to  Say  at  first,  that  all  his  Men  Where 
kiUei ;  Seooodly,  he  Said  that  he  had  Seen  the  Men  Going  to  the 
Onuniiig  boose ;  that  &  Sum  other  Resona  Give  Me  Som  Reson  to 
think  have  Sam  knowledg  of  it.  The  first  Day  of  this  instand,  CoL 
Peter  Grub  Was  at  the  Powder  Mill,  Bumwhat  in  Drink j  he  Damned, 
the  Powder  Mill,  and  told  Col.  Dewese  Let  us  Blow  it  to  hell,  Whieh 
I  thoogbt  Was  A  very  odd  Exprestioor  When  Col.  Dewesse  told  Me; 
&  8e?«ml  others  heard  him  use  that  Exprestion ;  he  and  Mr.  Peek 
Seemed  verry  Great,  &  he  Lodged  With  Mr.  Peck  that  Knight. . 
Woe  have  Got  the  Men  &  Mr.  Peck  under  Gard,  till  firther  orders 
£ron  the  CoansyL    So  I  remain 

Your  Friend  &  Humble  Servant, 

PETER  DE  HAVEN.* 

To  Col.  John  Bull,  or  The  Hon^>«  Council  of  Safcly>  Philadelphia. . 
y  favdar  Cap^  Bodly. 

*  See  Cohh  Rec.,  Vol.  XI,  p.  184. 
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Testimony  BESPEcriNa  Explosion  op  Powdee  Mill,  177T. 

'  Taken  Saturday,  15  March,  1777. 

Poter  Dehaven's  Testimony  concerning  the  bnrning  of  the  Powder 
Mill,  on  Monday,  10th  March,  1777. 

He  was  by  the  dwelling  hoase,  about  300  yards  from  the  Mill,  and 
looking  toward  it,  when  it  blew  up ;  and  Saw  the  roof  move  before 
he  heard  the  first  explosion.     The  second  explosion  he  thinks  was 
as  quick  after  the  first,  as  while  a  man  could  go  across  the  room. 
The  people  of  the  Factory  and  others  ran  to  assist. 

On  enquiry  of  Peck  where  the  men  were,  he  said  they  were  all 
killed ;  some  persons  said  it  could  not  be,  for  he  bad  seen  then)  just 
before.  Mr.  Pecli  then  said  he  had  seen  them  go  to  the  Qndning 
house  just  before,  with  a  tub  of  Powder. 

Mr.  Peck  went  to  the  graining  bouse  while  the  Mill  was  on  fire, 
set  the  works  a  going,  and  began  to  -sift ;  whereupon  he,  Mr.  De- 
haven,  directed  him  to  leave  off,  and  the  Guard  took  him  into 
custody. 

None  of  Mr.  Peck's  Men  assisted  in  extinguishing  the  fire.  Horn- 
burgh's  men  all  readily  assisted ;  one  of  them  was  the  man  who  was 
in  the  Mill  at  the  time  of  its  taking  fire,  who  was  burned  so  as  that 
expired  the  noxt  day. 

Mr.  Dehaven  has  heard  that Steigar  should  say  the  Salt 

Petre  was  almost  expended,  and  that  when  it  was  done  the  Mill 
would  not  be  of  any  use. 

Andrew  Monk's  Testimony, 
(being  duly  swom.) 

He  says  he  wrought  in  one  End  of  the  Mill,  in  the  employneni 
of  Homburgh — was  in  the  drying  House  when  the  powder  Mill  took 
fire,  but  did  not  see  it,  as  the  door  is  on  the  side  of  the  drying  hoase 
from  the  Mill. 

Qu.  Did  you  hear  any  threats. 

A.  1  heard  Jacob  Stager  some  time  last  week  say,  the  Salt  Petre 
would  be  out  next  week,  and  he.  Stager,  thought  the  Mill  would  not 
be  of  much  use  after  the  Salt  Peter  wa^^ 

Stegar  being  introduced — 

He  says  he  a.sked  Stegar  if  the  Salt  petre  was  nigh  done;  he  salil- 
it  would  be  out  next  week,  and  that  the  Mill  would  be  of  no  use 
when  it  was  nigh  out. 

John  Boulaad : 

Was  standing  Gentry  at  the  drying  house;  that  Monk  sod  Stagar 
was  conversing  about  the  Salt  Petre  being  out ;  that  Steigar  said  he 
thought  the  powder  Mill  would  not  be  muoh  after  the  Salt  Petre  was 
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done ;  he  was  in  Ifae  foot  of  the  Headow  when  the  Mill  wm  burnt, 
withMr.  Pugh. 

Stagir  says  he  was  in  the  graining  honse  when  the  Mill  took  fire; 
that  he  was  sifting  at  the  time  it  happened — that  he  had  just  before 
assisted  hi  bringing  a  tub  of  Powder  from  the  Stamping  Mill  to  tha 
graining  Mill }  that  when  he  heard  the  first  explosion  he  ran  oft 

Lcry  Davis: 

He  saw  two  men  from  the  Powder  Mill  carrying  a  tub  full  of  Pow- 
der to  the  Graining  Mill ;  that  Stagar  was  one  of  them ;  that  Stagar, 
being  a  big  man,  was  endeavouring  to  heave  a  greater  part  of  the  weight 
of  the  tub  on  the  other,  who  was  a  little  man ;  and  appeared  to  be  quite 
unconoemed  and  playful.  On  being  asked  how  long  it  was  after  the 
Tub  of  powder  had  been  carried  to  the  graining  mill  before  the  mill 
took  fire — Answer,  five  or  six  minutes.  Qu.  Did  you  see  any  of 
the  people  run  away  before  the  Mill  tock  fire  ?    An.  No,  he  did  not. 

John  Flemmin :  (was  a  Guard  of  the  Militia.) 

Was  in  the  Guara  House  when  the  Stamping  Mill  took  fire,  and 
on  his  hearing  the  explosion  he  looked  and  saw  the  people  running 
as  if  greatly  mghtened.  Qu.  Did  you  see  the  people  run  before  the 
Hill  took  fire?  An.  No.  Qu.  How  fiir  were  the  men  off  when  you 
stw  them  run  ?  An.  five  or  six  poles.  Qu.  How  long  afttfr  the 
Explosion  iras  this  ?    An.  A  minute  or  two. 


Examination  respbcting  Explosion  of   Powder  Mill, 

1777. 

Mr.  Beck,  the  Powder  Maker, 

Says  he  heard  three  explosions,  and  ran  to  inquire  concerning  the 
&te  of  his  men. 

Mr.  Rittenhouse  says 

He  was  at  a  distanco  when  the  accident  happened,  and  can  give 
little  account  of  it;  but  that  he  thought  it  very  strange  that 
Mr.  Beek  should  set  the  Graining  Mill  to  work  at  such  a  time. 

Mr.  Beck  says  that  he  was  greatly  frightened,  and  also  that  it  was 
usual  to  grain  the  Powder  immediately,  as  it  suffered  by  delay. 

Mr.  Rittenhouse  observes,  That  he  and  the  o£Eicers  of  the  Guard 
thought  it  their  duty  to  secure  Beck  and  the  men  who  ran  off. 

Mr.  Beek  says  That  CoP  Grubb  was  there  and  behaved  in  bis  usual 
mad  way ;  that  he  lodged  with  him  at  Mr.  Dehaven's  request 

Mr.  Rittenhouse  says  That  Coll.  Dewees*  told  him  that  Coll.  Grubb 
had  said  to  him,  "  Damn  the  Powder  Mill ;  let  us  blow  it  to  helL'' 

GolL  Dewey  says 

*  See  page  261. 
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Mr.  Gmbb  was  at  tbe  Powder  Mill  about  a  week  before  tbe  bmn- 
iog  of  them ;  That  Coll.  Grubb  said  he  and  four  men  could  **  Uow 
the  Powder  Mill  to  Hell/'  and  other  rash  expressions,  which  he 
thought  were  the  efieots  of  Liquor;  That  be,  Coll.  Dewees,  bad  mmi- 
tion^  to  Coll.  Gmbb  bis  intention  of  ndsing  a  tolunteer  CompanT 
of  Militia,  if  they  should  be  called  upon  a^n ,  and  Ooll.  GrM 
said,  next  morning,  when  he  was  sober,  that  if  ColL  Dewees  would 
send  him  word  he  would  join  the  said  Company.* 


Extract,  Jamiw  Read  to*  Council  of  Safbtt,  17TT. 

€katlemen, 

On  tbe  6th  Instant  I  committed  to  Goal  William  Freynaeyer  and 
John  Yerger  for  uttering  counterfoit  Bills  of  four  Dollars,  and  of 
Two  Thir£i  of  m  Dollar,  luiowing  them  to  be  counterfeit,  in  imitaifeion 
of  those  emitted  by  Congress,  dated  Febroary  17, 1776.  I  wrote 
immediately  to  Mr.  Bradford,  desiring  him  to  warn  the  Pablio.  I 
uow  inclose  one  of  the  Counterfeits  of  Four  Dollars,  which  I  wcuU 
have  jfetumed.  Those  of  two  Thirds  of  a  Dollar  have  no  Capital 
Lettor  under  the  DeTice,  as  the  true  Bills  have.  *        *        « 

I  am  with  the  utmost  Bespect, 

Oentlemen,^ 

Your  most  bumble  Serv*. 

JAMES  READ-t 
Beading,  March  10, 1777. 

Directed^  * 

To  The  Honourable  The  Council  of  Safety  of  the  Stato  of  Penn- 
sylvania at  Philadelphia. 
By  M'.  Petor  Fedler. 


Minutes  of  Council  of  Yirginia.    ExpBDirioir  to 

Pluoqy's  Town,  1777. 

'  In  Council,  Williamsbnrgb,  Mareb  12tb,  177T. 

This  Board  having  from  time  to  time  received  undoubted  lutelli- 

Ssnce  of  reported  Hostilities  committed  on  the  subjects  of  th|S 
omraon  Wealth  by  the  Indiana  of  Pluggy's  Town,  and  notwith- 
standing tbe  just  Remonstrances  made  to  them  on  the  subject  by 
our  Agents  for  Indian  Affairs,  they  have  not  been  brought  to  a 

*  See  Colon.  Bee,  YoL  XI,  p.  184,  and  p.  261  of  this, 
t  See  Colon.  Beo.,  toL  sd.,  p.  284. 
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of  Daty,  bat  from  their  repeated  Injuries,  there  is  the  greatest 
to  expect  more,  and  Insolence  instead  of  the  good  Neighbour- 
re  wish  to  cultivate  with  all  the  Indian  Tribes.  A&d  whereas 
iBtinate  &  wicked  disposition  of  the  Indians  of  Pluggy's  Town 
Mien  represented  to  Congress,  &  they  seem  to  have  no  prospects 
Miliationy  bnt  haTe  referred  to  this  Board  the  propriety  of 

SWar  on  them  if  it  can  be  done  without  exciting  jealousy  & 
with  the  other  Neighbouring  Nation^  Resolved  that  Geoige 
la  Esq'r,  Superintendent  of  Indian  Afikirs  &  Col''-  John  Nevdl 

hia  absence  Robert  Campbell  Esq')  do  confer  with  such  Chief 
lefs  of  the  Delaware  &  Shawnese  Indians  as  may  be  relied  on 
oceey  &  fidelity,  and  represent  to  them  the  necessity  of  chas- 
the  aud  Indians,  and  in  case  the  said  Gentlemen  shall  find 
le  aaid  Shawnese  &  DeUwares  do  not  give  reason  to  apprehend 
1  with  them  by  reason  of  such  a  proceeding.  Resolved,  That 
[ilitia  Men  commanded  by  a  Co^*,  Major,*  6  Captains,  6  Lien- 
Mf  A  six  Ensigns,  &  a  proper  number  of  Nonoommissioned 
n  be  ordered  to  make  an  Expedition  to  said  Pluggy's  Town  in 
to^punish  that  people  for  their  unprovoked  Cruelties  committed 
I  Inhabitants  of  Virginia. 

It  the  Officers  commanding  this  Expedition  have  it  in  charge  at 
peril,  and  that  all  those  concerned,  that  no  Injury^  Provoca* 
r  ill  treatment  of  any  kind  be  done  or  suffered  to  the  Delaware 
.wnese  Indians  through  whose  Country  they  pas&  But  on  the 
hand  that  the  said  Officers  be  strictly  charged  &  commanded 
idnet  themselves  towards  them  as  our  faithful  Friends  & 
ran.  Oovemment  being  determined  to  revenge  the  least  in- 
0ne  them. 

It  the  Officers  commanding  this  Expedition  apply  to  Geoi^ 
m,  Esq'*,  for  Ammunition,  Provisions,  &  Stores  necessary  fqr 
aiij,  who  is  requested  to  give  any  assistance  in  his  power  to 
pd  the  Undertaking. 
A  the  Commanding  Officer  ought  to  be  directed  to  shew  Meroy 

Women  &  Children  &  to  such  of  the  Men  as  surrender  them- 
,  &  to  send  all  Prisoners  taken  by  hia  Party  belonging  to  said 
y's  Town  to  this  City ;  And  as  the  success  of  this  Expedition 
spend  upon  the  dispatch  with  which  it  is  conducted,  Resolved 
^  a  majority  of  the  Field  Officers  &  Captains  who  are  to  be 
ad  in  it  shall  judge  it  best,  that  the  Men  shall  be  directed  to 

on  Horseback  finding  their  own  Ilorses  &  carrying  their  own 
lions,  iM^d  that  they  ought  to  receive  a  reasonable  allowance 
doing. 

t  Col«-  David  Shepherd  of  Ohio  C*^-  be  Commander  in  Chief 
Expedition,  that  Major  Henry  Taylor  of  Yohogania  C**  to  be 

and  that  they  nominate  the  Captains  &  Subaltern  Officers  out 
te  Commissioned  in  the  Counties  of  Monongalia,  Yohogania  & 
or  either  of  them. 

A  Copy. 

Signd,  ARCH'D  BLAIB.,  GVk. 
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WniiamBborgb,  March  12lh,  1777. , 
Gentlemen : 

Yon  will  peroeive  by  the  Papers  which  aooompaaj  this,  that  the 
Indians  at  Pluggy's  Town  are  to  be  pnniahed  in  an  exemplaiy  man- 
ner. When  joa  apply  to  the  Sbawneae  &  Delawarea  on  the  sabjcet^ 
it  may  not  be  amiss  to  observe  to  them,  that  these  villainooa  Indians 
by  their  freqaent  mischiefs,  may  breed  Suspicions,  against  innocent 
inends  &  Allies ;  for  it  is  often  difficult  to  tell  what  Nation  are  the 
Offenders. 

Willing  to  cultivate  that  good  understanding  that  subsists  between 
Virginia  &  their  Nations,  the  Shawnose  &  Delawarea  cannot  tako 
umbrage  at  the  march  against  Plugg/s  people,  more  especially  as 
the  latter  march  through  the  Country  of  the  former  when  thej 
attack  us. 

'  You  will  readily  understand  the  delicacy  of  the  Businaas  in 
opening  this  matter  to  the  Chiefiiu  Many  if  trusted  may  not  keep 
It  secret. 

If  the  Enemy  have  warning,  the  Expedition  will  produoe  bnt 
little  good  compared  to  what  may  be  expected  if  they  are  attaeked 
by  snrpriae. 

You  will  please  to  communicate  to  the  Allies  of  this  State,  the 
strict  orders  given  to  the  Officers  &  Soldiers  not  to  molest  or  offend 
any  but  the  Enemy  of  Pluggy's  Town,  &  that  orders  are  given  to 
spare  the  Women  and  Children,  and  such  of  the  Men  as  submit. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  remind  you  that  the  sucoeaa  of  the  Enterpriie 
depends  upon  the  address  &  propriety  which  will  I  hope  distingniah 

Snr  conduct  in  communicating  this  affair  to  the  Shawneae  & 
ilawares. 
'  I  trust,  Oentlemon,  that  you  will  leave  nothing  in  yonr  power 
undone  that  may  tend  to  eive  success  to  a  measure  so  necessary  for 
the  well  beinff  of  your  Country ;  And  that  you  will  not  confine 
yourselves  to  tue  strict  line  of  Duty  with  respect  to  what  fidla  into 
the  business  of  each  Officer  respectively^  but  act  on  the  most  liberal 
Plan  for  promoting  the  Enterpriae. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  Ob  h'ble  Serv*, 

Sign'd,  P.  HENEY,  Jr.* 

P.  S.  You  will  communicate  every  thiug  neccEsary  to  the  Offi- 
cer who  is  to  command  in  Chief. 

*  See  letter  from  Messrs.  Morgan  and  Nevill,  April  1, 
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P.  S.  If  ii  is  jadged  best  to  go  part  of  the  way  to  Plaggy's  Town 
by  Water,  let  it  be  00— tbis  maj  avoid  perhaps  all  offenoe  to  other 
Indians. 

P.  H. 
Directedj 

To  George  Morgan,  Esq'-,  &  Col»-  John  Nevill,'  or  in  the  Abse^oe 
of  the  latter,  to  Robert  Campbell^  Esq**-,  Pittsburgh. 


Andrew  Caldwell  to  Council  oe  Safety,  1777. 
Sir, 

In  jnstioe  to  mj  self  and  discharge  of  inj  duty  to  the  publiok,  I 
take  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  with  the  Inclosed,'*'  which  J[ 
eamistly  recommend  to  your  Consideration.  •  ' 

I  am,  Sir,  Very  Respectfully, 

Your  Very  Obed't  ServH, 

AND'W  CALDWELL. 

Phitada.,  Friday  Morning,  15th  March,  1776. 

Directed. 
To  The  Chairman  of  the  Honorable  Committee  of  Safety,  PhiL 


Deposition  of  Coll.  William  Dbwees,  1777. 

Coll.  William  Dewces  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists 
of  Almighty  God  did  depose  and  say,  That  on  Saturday  the  first 
day  of  March,  last,  he  was  at  the  Powder  Mills  on  French  Creek, 
with  Coll.  Peter  Grubb,  who  was  greatly  in  liquor  and  behaved  very 
madly  that  among  other  things  he  said  that  himself  and  four  others, 
could  in  spite  of  all  the  Guards,  blow  the  Powder  Mill  to  Hell,  and 
other  words  of  the  like  import, — That  He  (Coll.  Dewees)  then  asked 
him  why  he  did  not  do  it,  to  which  Coll.  urubb  replied,  that  he  did 
not  want  to  do  it,  or  to  injure  the  Mill,  or  words  to  this  effect — 
that  the  next  day  when  Coll.  Grubb,  was  sober  he  did  not  intimate 
any  such  sentiments  as  he  had  expressed  the  day  before,  but  on  the 
contrary,  when  Coll.  Dewees  talked  of  raising  a  Company  of  Volun- 
teers in  case  of  the  Militia  being  again  called  upon — Coll.  Grubb, 

*  Tbis  probably  refers  to  his  appointment  as  one  of  the  Nayy  Board, — 
Me  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  XL,  p.  187 
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mkd  be  would  join  in  it  and  go  to  Camp  if  OolL  BeweM  would  info 
of  BQoh  a  Company  being  raifiedr— And  farther  aaith  not 


WM.  DEWEES,  Jr.' 

Sworn  before  the  Supreme 
Exeoutiye  Council,  on 
Saturday  the  15th  of 
Mareh,  1777. 

T.  MATLAC,  Seo:r. 


Genl.  Heard  to  Council  of  Safety,  1777. 

Head  Quarters,  Bariton  16"^  Marchi  1777. 
Gentlemeni 

The  bearer  hereof,  Chriatopher  Wood,  i«  a  Deserter  from  tbe 
British  Army^  which  came  in  Friday  last,  and  agreeable  to  his  Exoel- 
lenoie's  Orders  send  him  to  PhiLid*.  for  your  direotions. 

I  am  Gent". 

Your  most  bum  Ser?^. 

NATHAN'L  HEARD,  B.  G. 

PS.  Permit  the  bearer,  C  Wood  (a  deserter  from  the  Britvh 
Army)  to  pass  to  Philadelphia.    Bariton  16*^  March,  1777, 

By  order  Gen^  Heard. 

PETER  GORDON,  M.  B. 

Permit  and  direct  the  Bearer  to  p&ss  to  Flemingtown  fh)m  tbenoe 
to  Corells  Ferry  &  from  thence  to  Philadelphia. 

Hie  Honble  The  Gounoil  of  Safety,  of  Philadelphia. 

Indorsedf 

From  General  Heard  by  a  British  Deserter,  Head  Qutrten  at 
Baritan,  March  16, 1777. 

♦  See  Colon.  Rec.  VoL  XI.,  p.  184.— Also  pp.  255-258,  of  this  Vol. 


•     . 


HnfB^  7i808ft  XQ  Council  or  ^aibxt,  n'![ll[. 

Philadelphia,  March,  17, 1777. 


IIT, 


I  am  commanded  by  the  Supreme  Exeoative  Conneil  of  this  State 
"^  lay  before  CoDgreaa  the  copy  of  a  letter  jmt  rf>oeiTed  from  Henrj 
IS'laher  which  ia  as  follows. 

[Copy  from  Original  laid  before  Conneil  17  Mar :  1777,  and  sent 
%o  Uongress.] 

«  Lewis  Town,  March,  14, 1777. 
Gentlemen, 

*^  On  Tuesday  the  11th  after  night  there  came  into  onr  Road  two 
**  Ships  and  a  Sloop  Tender,  one  of  them  has  not  been  in  our  capes 
**  before,  I  take  her  to  be  a  forty  or  fifty  gun  ship,  the  other  a  frigate, 
*'  the  sloop  appears  to  have  ten  gnnn ;  on  Wednesday  morning  there 
^  appeared  a  third  ship,  the  Frigate  made  sail  after  her,  they  have 
'*  not  been  seen  since,  last  evening  the  other  ship  went  out  and  at 
"  this  time  they  are  not  to  bo  seen  from  the  Light  house.'' 

''  I  should  have  sent  off  this  express  before,  but  did  not  know 
''  when  they  might  be  bound  up  the  bay  and  then  should  not  bavd 
*'  had  the  hones.  Our  Council  of  Safety  will  not  admit  of  a  suard 
"  when  the  ships  are  in  the  road,  therefone  I  dont  know  when  1  may 
^  be  sonirised  and  taken  on  board,  believe  me  gentlemen  I  am  in  a 
^  very  deplorable  state,  for  when  the  Roe  buck  was  last  in  the  road 
**  I  happened  to  be  the  commanding  officer  and  only  ordered  twelve 
*^  men  and  an  officer  to  receive  the  Flag  aa  they  were  often  send- 
« ing  on  ehore  when  two  of  the  Council  which  were  magistrates  and 
'<  another,  came  and  advised  that  we  should  lay  down  our  arms  and 
'^submit.  By  this  you  may  see  the  temper  of  our  people  here. 
'<  These  are  matters  of  fact  and  such  as  I  am  able  to  prove ;  &  if  the 
«  honorable  Congress  does  not  take  some  notice  of  us,  the  pilots  will 
''  be  all  taken  in  their  beds,  for  you  cannot  think  that  ten  or  twelve 
"  men  can  stand  guard  and  protect  themselves,  therefore  must  beg 
"  your  assistance,  or  you  will  feel  the  effects  of  it  if  there  should 
«  come  a  fleet  into  our  Bay.  In  the  mean  time  I  shall  strive  to  do 
''every  thing  that  lies  in  my  power  for  the  good  of  the  cause.'' 

I  am  Gentlemen  your  most  humble  Servant, 

HENRY  FISHER.* 

NB.  Please  to  call  on  Davis  Beyani  and  he  can  prove  some  of  the 
natten  I  haye  alleged. 

IHreetedf 
To  the  Honorable  the  Council  of  Safety,  Philadelphia. 

*  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  184. 
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ASBEMBLT  TO  PBSSIDEKT  WhABTOV,  1777. 

Honored  Sir, 

I  am  directed  bj  the  Hon'ble  the  General  Assembly  to  transmit 
to  you  the  Namea  of  the  Gentlemen  nominated  by  them  as  Lienten- 
anta  b  Sab-LientenantSy  for  the  several  Oonnties  of  this  State. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Toot  very  h'ble  Serr*, 

JOHN  MORRIS, 

Clerk  of  the  Oen'l  Assembly. 
Directed^ 

To  the  Hon'ble  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq'. 


David  Rittbnhousb  to  Pbbsibskt  Whabton,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  make  no  doubt  that  the  House  of  Assembly  will  before  thej 
rise,  if  they  not  already  impower'd  the  Counoil  to  draw  on  the  Tm- 
aury  for  such  sums  as  they  may  have  oocasion  for,  and  I  shall  wiUi 

eiasare  answer  your  orders  whilst  any  money  remains  in  my  hands, 
t  if  the  necessary  preliminaries  are  not  yet  settled,  perhapa  it 
wou'd  be  better  to  draw  on  the  Board  of  War,  but  this  I  submit  to 
your  better  Judgment  and  wait  your  direotions  in  the  matter. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most 

Obedient,  Humble  Serv*, 

DAV'D  RITTENHOUSE. 

His  Excellency,  T.  Wharton,  Esq'. 


Resignation  op  William  Moobb  fbom  Wab  Office,  1777. 

Pennsylvania  War  Office, 

PhiK  March  r  l»th,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  long  &  close  attendance  I  have  given  to  Public  Afhirs  haa 
interfered  much  in  my  own  private  business,  &  affected  my  health. 
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For  these  reasons  I  am  obliged  to  resign  my  Seat  at  the  Board  of 
Wtr,  to  which  yoawere  plets'd  to  appoint  me. 

I  am^  with  great  Respeot, 

Your  most  h'ble  Serv*, 

WM.  MOORE.   ] 
JHrecteJf 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  WhartoO;  Jun%  Esq%  Pr'st. 


Report  of  the  Barrack  Master,  1777. 

March  2lBt,  1777. 

Copy  of  a  Report  made  by  Mr.  Ozeas^  Dep^"  Barrack  Master. 

A  Betnm  of  Abraham  Witts'  house  in  Second  Street,  Cap*  Mul- 
len's Gomp''  of  Marines :  a  dirty  yard,  Burned  the  whole  stairs  ia 
the  Kitchen,  dresser  &  mantle  piece^  the  whole  yard  full  of  human 
dang  till  to  the  door.  I  desired  them  5  days  agon  to  clean  it,  but 
they  have  done  nothing  yeL 

PETER  0ZEA8,  D.  B. 

I  have  examined  the  above  house,  &  find  the  report  not  in  the 
least  exagerated.  General  Oates  has  directed  Coll.  Melohor  to  set 
an  Estimate  made  &  give  it  to  the  Pay  master  Oen'l,  that  it  mayl>e 
chai]ged  to  Cap^  Mullen's  Companies  account. 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 


Hints  por  the  Lieu'ts  op  the  Counties,  1777. 

Not  to  call  out  Commis"  or  Non  Commis"  officers  faster  than 
privates.     See  resolve  of  Congress  on  this  head. 

In  warning  out  a  Class  or  Classes  of  Militia  to  give  notice  either 
personal  or  in  writing,  left  at  each  persons  abode,  of  which  proof 
may  be  made  hereafter,  in  case  of  dispute. 

To  demand  the  ezpence  of  Substitution  before  Witness.  If  not 
pud,  that  a  summons  be  taken  out  firom  2  Justices  (above  £5)  for  the 
delinquent  to  appear,  &  show  cause  why  the  sum  demanded  should 
not  be  levied  by  distress  &  sale  of  the  goods,  &  chattels.  Land  ft 
Tenements  of  the  party ;  appearance  to  be  on  a  day  ft  hour  ft  at  a 
place  appointed.  That  a  hearing  be  granted,  if  he  appears,  ft  at- 
tention be  ffiven  to  his  reasonable  objections. 

Anns  ft  blankets  will  be  obj^s  of  constant  search. 

The  ability  of  substitutes  should  be  carefully  regarded ;  for  the 

Vol.  v.— 12 
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Gommis'  of  Mastera,  rejeoting  any  of  tbese,  no  pay  otn  be  expected. 
When  any  Class  or  party  of  Militia  shall  be  embodied,  the  Liea%  or 
a  deputy  Licu^,  should  immediately  send  an  accurate  return  of  the 
officers  &  privates,  distinguishing  their  stations,  Conditions,  arms, 
tents,  blankets,  &  other  material  circumstances.  And  that  the 
Gonnnis"  of  soeh  Corps  be  ordered  to  make  further  return  weekly. 
The  returns  to  be  made  to  the  Rend*,  &  Copies  thereof  to  the  Oen'l 
commanding  the  Militia  of  this  State. 

That  each  substitute  hired  by  the  Lieu^,  be  engaged  for  &  ia  the 
stead  of  some  certain  individual,  &  his  name  be  subjoined  to  the 
delinqucuts  name  in  the  lists. 


Tho's  Dewbes  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Withal  due  Submission  for  the  liberty  I  take  to  mfbrm  jour 
EzcclicDcy  of  the  Condition  of  the  Old  Goal,  not  knowings  some 
time  past,  who  to  apply  to.  As  in  different  parts  of  it  is  out  of 
repair,  and  not  altogether  Secure  for  the  Persons  Committed  voder 
my  care,  I  therefore  most  humbly  Solicit  your  Excellency  to  ap- 
point some  proper  Person  to  inspect  the  same.  And  am  with  due 
i>oforcnce| 

your  Excellency's  most  humble^ 

&  obedient  serv^, 

THO'S  DEWEBS. 
Philadelphia,  ) 
Mar.  22-,  1777  j 

Directed^, 

To  His  Excellency  Tho»  Wharton,  Esq.,  Captain  General,  & 
Commander  in  Chief,  &c.,  &o. 


Supreme  Executive  Council  to  Lancaster  Comm'e,  177T 
Bir, 

It  being  represented  to  the  Council  by  M'  Christian  Wirti  thaf; 
4>n  account  of  the  late  riot  at  Lancaster,  he  understands  a  number 
ioi  persons  have  threatened  him,  by  reason  of  which  his  life'  and 
l^roperty,  he  apprehends  are  in  danger.  It  is  therefore  recommended 
4o  the  Committee  of  your  County  to  hear  M.  Wirts  in  his  Defence, 
and  grant  him  such  releif  as  the  nature  of  his  case  will  admit,  until 
Justices  be  properly  commissioned  to  keep  the  peace,  &c. 

Council  Chamber,  ") 

Philadelphia,  March  25th,  1777.  j 
William  Atlce,  Esq<^,  Lancaster. 
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Prbsibbnt  Wharton  to  Gov.  Livingston,  1777. 

Sir, 

Several  Prisonere  from  ike  Stste  of  New  Jersey,  who  are  confiDed 
im  the  GUmJ  of  tlus  eity,  have  petitioned  for  ^  hearing.  But  as  the 
Council  is  wholly  unacquainted  with  their  cases,  and  it  being  a  bsflh 
Dees  not  properly  Monging  to  this  State,  we  can  do  nothing  in  it, 
fiuiher  than  to  remind  you.  of  their  situation,  by  inclosing  you  a 
Idst  of  them  as  it  is  handed  to  us  by  the  Keeper  of  the  PrifloiL 
The  State  Prison  is  much  crowded,  and  many  of  the  Prisoners  sick^ 
which  renders  it  necessary  to  take  every  stop  which  may  be  proper 
to  leasen  their  number. 

We  forbear  to  press  this  matter  as  we  are  confident  your  Ezce^ 
lency  will  pay  a  proper  attention  to  it. 

I  am  air,  your  obedient  Bervant,^ 

T.  W.^  Proaident. 
Oomeil  Cimmbor,  ) 
26  March,  1777.  j 

Direetedj 

To  Hii  Szoellenoy  W*  Livingston,  Esq',  Governor  of  the  State 
of  New  Jersey. 


PRniDfENT  Wharton  to  Owen  Bijddls.  Jun.,  1777. 

In  Council. 

PhUad.,  March  27, 1777. 

Sir, 

The  Council  is  well  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  the  Proposal 
made  by  your  Board,  to  allow  four  Dollars  to  each  recruiting  Officer 
for  every  able  Bodied  Man  he  may  enlist  after  this  date,  which  they 
reqaeai  yoo  to  siimify  to  the  Officers.  The  Council  thank  the  Gen- 
tlemen of  your  j3oard  for  the  attention  they  pay  to  the  Publick 
Bervioe,  and  with  moeh  reapoot,  I  att, 

Gentleiden,  • 

your  obedient  hum*  »er«,  ' 

THO.  WHABTOIT,  Jun.,  Prea^  ' 

P.  S.  The  CkmntSl  will  be  pleased  to  Bee  two  OemtUmen  of  yoiAr 
Board  to-morrow,  3  o'clock,  to  confer  with  you  on  the  propriety  4f 
in  additional  number  to  your  Board,  ft  the  I^y. 

OwM  Biddk,  Esq. 
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Board  of  War  to  Supreme  Executive  Council,  1777. 

Pemuiylvaiiia  War  Office, 

Pliilad%  March  27iid,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  immment  danger  to  whioh  this  Gitj  and  State  stand  exposed 
reqaires  that  every  means  he  made  ftse  of  to  provide  fbr  their 
Safety ;  and  as  the  enlisting  Soldiers  into  the  Pennsylvania  Reffi- 
hients  hath  not  gone  on  with  all  the  success  we  could  wish,  we  wodd 
beg  leave  to  recommend  as  a  greater  enoooragement  to  the  sereral 
Officers  employed  in  the  recruiting  Service,  as  well  as  in  Considera- 
tion of  the  deamesB  of  Provisions  and  all  other  Necessaries,  That 
each  recruiting  officer  be  allowed  four-Dollars  by  this  State  fbr  werj 
Stout  able  Bodied  man  enlisted  by  him  after  this  day. 

We  hope  by  this  encouragement  the  service  will  go  on  more  sno- 
oessfully,  and  our  Regiments  be  much  sooner  ia  readiness  to  take 
the  Field. 

By  Order  of  the  Board, 

OWEN  BIDDLB,  OhwusB. 
Agreed  to  the  above. 

T.  W. 

Directed, 

To  His  Ezcellenoy,  Thomas  Wharton,  jnn',  Esq',  FlraMdeat  of 

the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Rbbolution  op  CoNaRBSS,  1777. 

In  Congress,  Mareh  29th,  1777. 

Whereas,  Edmond  Minyer,  Adjutant  of  the  Regiment  eommaadad 
by  Coll.  Moses  Hasen,  stands  charged  by  an  Inquisition  takea  be- 
fore the  Coroner  of  the  County  of  Lancaster  in  Pennsylvanisi  with 
the  Harder  of  Jacob  Gross,  late  of  said  County,  deceased. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Edmond  Minyer  be  delivered  to  the 
•Clivil  Authority  of  Peansylvania,  that  he  may  be  tried  aoeoidisg  to 
\Law. 

By  Order  of  Congress, 

JOHN  HANCOOK,  Pkesid''. 
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Sir, 

In  eoxBeqnenoe  of  the  foregoing  Besolutioni  jou  are  hereby  di- 
rected immediately  on  Receipt  of  this  to  Deliver  up  to  the  Civil 
Anihority  of  this  State  the  person  mentioned  in  the  said  Resolve. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  hum.  Serv*, 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Pres*. 
Philadelphia,  81-«  March,  1777. 
DirtcUdj 
To  Lieutenant  Colonel  Antill.* 
John  Hancock. 


OiOBOB  Campbell  to  Suprbmb  Exbctjtivb  Council,  177T. 

Bear  Sir, 

I  am  aensibly  oonvinoed  of  your  friendship  in  interesting  youmelC 
in  my  £aToar  for  obtaining  the  Office  of  Prothonot'ry  of  the  Gountj 
of  PhiUdelnhia.  I  set  too  the  proper  Value  upon  the  kindness  o^ 
the  other  Gentlemen  of  th*e  Council  who  favoured  me  with  their 
Yoioea  on  the  Occasion.  It  was  an  Office  in  the  Line  of  my  pro- 
feasioo,  which  I  thought  I  could  execute  with  Fidelity  and  useful- 
ness to  the  Publick.  Under  the  Influence  of  my  Wishes  to  serve 
the  Publick,  as  well  as  my  family,  I  applied  for  the  Appointment, 
not  attending  to  the  Forms  which  I  am  told  are  thought  necessary 
for  me  to  eo  thro'  before  I  enter  upon  the  Office.  I  wou'd  there« 
fore  take  ue  Liberty  of  Enquiring  whether  I  am  to  take  the  Oath 
preseribed  by  the  Form  of  Oovemment  in  all  its  parts :  because  if 
this  be  the  Case,  I  must  decline  the  Honour  intended  me,  not  choos- 
ing to  tie  down  my  Conduct  to  the  Support  of  what  I  do  not  totally 
approve.  I  should  be  happy  to  accept  the  Office,  and  am  Willing 
to  take  an  Oath  to  support  the  Freedoo)  &  lodependanoe  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  k  renouncing  all  allegiance  to  the  British 
King.  I  am  also  Willing  to  take  the  Oath  to  the  Oovemment  of 
this  State,  leaving  out '' cm  Estallished  by  the  late  Convention^* 
being  firmly  oonvinoed  that  Alterations  are  absolutely  necessary  to 
be  made  in  the  said  Constitution  and  Form  of  Oovemment,  that 
pSMS  aad  Union  may  be  restored  among  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
8lal8,  and  oar  Gkvemnient  have  that  Vigour  and  Influence  which 
an  ao  noeoMary  to  be  ezeieised  in  our  Opposition  to  onr  oommoa 
Baemy. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yonr  obliged  humble  Serv% 

GEO.  CAMPBELL.t 

30th  Maroh,  1777. 
IHneied. — ^To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun',  Esq'. 

•  See  Colon.  Eee.  Vol.  XI.,  pp.  190,  196.  •  "         f  Bee  lUd. 
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Examinations  in  Case  of  Jambs  Moleswobth,  1777. 

Pkiladelpbia,  March  25tfa.  1777. 
No.  1. 

This  is  to  Certify  that  James  Molesworth  said  that  he  came  from 
New  York,  and  was  sent  bj  Lord  Howe  to  Philadelpbia,  for  to  get 
Pilots  to  go  to  New  York  to  bring  round  the  Ships  of  War  to  tc^e 
Philadelphia,  &  this  said  Molesworth  asked  me  to  go  and  be  aaid 
that  it  would  be  the  making  of  me,  and  I  should  be  upon  pay  from 
that  time  till  I  got  there ;  &  he  said  that  he  had  Horses  to  conyey 
me  or  two  or  three  pilots  there  safe,  and  that  the  tenth  of  April 
they  wou'd  be  ready  for  to  oome  to  Philadelphia,  and  that  they  have 
sot  a  large  Number  of  Boats  for  that  purpose;  and  I  denied  going, 
then  she  told  me  to  consider  of  it,  &  to  call  and  see  him  again  at 
a  set  hour,  and  I  did  not  go  at  that  time,  and  I  have  not  seen  bint 
(BIM0,  for  I  wanted  some  advice  first  from  some  of  the  rest  of  the 
jonng  fellows  for  to  go  and  take  him  up.    As  witness  my  hand. 

JOHN  ELDRIDaB. 


Philadelphia,  M«*  26, 1777. 
No.  2. 

This  is  to  Certify  that  Abagail  M'Coy  sent  for  Andrew  Higgoaa. 
pilot,  upon  the  Account  of  the  above  Molesworth,  she  took  saia 
Andrew  Higgons  into  a  Boom,  she  said  that  if  you  will  go  to  New 
York  to  Lord  Howe,  you  shou'd  be  upon  pay  all  your  Life  dme, 
besides  five  hundred  guineas  a  present  to  him,  she  says  that  yon 
need  not  to  be  afraid,  for  there  is  a  man  to  convey  you  safe  there 
which  has  come  on  purpose  from  Lord  Howe ;  he  has  got  three  hor- 
ses for  that  purpose  for  to  get  three  pilots,  as  Witness  my  hand. 

ANDREW  HIQQONS,  PUot. 

No.  3. 

Philadelphia,  March  26th,  1777. 

This  is  to  Certify  that  Abigail  MKJoy  sent  the  above  Andrew 
Higgons  for  me  at  Three  o'Clook.  Ho  to  carry  on  the  Scheme  to 
Snpprys  and  to  take  up  the  villain,  he  oame  and  told  me  thai  ko 
could  catch  a  parcel  of  Tories  that  bad  a  protection  from  Lord  Howe. 
I  immediately  went  to  her  house }  she  began  to  ran  down  our  people. 
I,  to  carry  on  the  scheme,  sided  with  her.  Then  she  took  me  on 
one  side ;  asked  me  whether  Higgons  had  said  any  thing  to  me.  I 
told  her  he  had  ;  she  then  asked  me  if  I  would  go  to  New  York*- 
That  I  should  be  rewarded  well  by  Lord  Howe,  for  he  wonld  be 
ready  to  sail  by  the  10th  of  April  for  the  Delaware,  if  he  eonld  get 
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Wl  tvro  or  tbree  Pilots,  &  she  told  me  thtt  all  our  Cannon  will  be 
Spiked  up  by  some  of  our  pconlo  that  tcnda  the  Forfr  Island.  Like- 
wiM  she  denrad  me  to  meet  the  said  Molesworth  at  her  hpose  at 
Mfen  o'clock  this  oTeningi  as  witness  my  hand, 

JOHN  SNYDER, 

Chevaox  de  fiiaso  pilot 


No.  4. 

At  a  Board  of  War,  27th  March,  1777. 

The  Examination  of  John  Eldridge  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 
Klot. 

Monday  evening  last  about  8  o'clock,  James  Molesworth  came  to 
y*  Bxamioanfs  Lmlsings  &  said  he  wanted  to  speak  to  him  about  an 
affikir  whioh  would  take  some  time  Ex'  said  he  was  engaged  Molesworth 
desind  to  see  him  next  day,  £x^  consented,  &  requested  he  would 
loafo  word  at  his  Lodgings  where  he  should  see  him.  Examinaafe 
oume  hmat  next  morning  &  Land  lady  with  whom  Molesworth  had 
left  woid,  tohl  Ex*  to  go  to)Mrs.  McCoy's  by  DireoUoa  of  Molesworth. 
Woift  to  Mrs.  M*Coy  ,  Molesworth  not  there,  but  Mrs.  M^Coy,  took 
Exiain^  into  a  Room  and  asked  if  he  would  go  to  Lord  Howe  as  a 
PQol  to  assist  in  bringing  the  Vessells  round  to  Philadelphia,  Exami«t 
nant  Mid  he  would  not  go,  but  would  go  and  see  Mr.  Molesworth  ft 
talk  WI0I  him.    Then  Sirs.  Brien  (his  Land  lady  who  had  aocom« 

Enied  him  to  Mrs.  McCoys)  went  w*^  him  from  McCoys  to  show  htm 
olesworih's  Lodgings  where  he  saw  Molesworth  who  asked  him  if 
he  would  go  4q  New  York,  to  bring  the  Ships  of  War  round,  £x^ 
told  him  he  did  not  think  he  oould  go  safe.  '  Molesworth  said  he  had 
Horses  with  which  he  could  oonyey  him  very  safely  there  that  ho 
should  be  upon  pay  from  that  time  if  he  would  enter  &  have  any  sum 
he  would  ask  after  he  got  there.  Examinant  told  him  he  did  not 
dioose  to  go  then,  but  would  consider  of  it,  &  meet  him  at  two  o'clock 
thiB  afternoon,  Examinant  did  not  meet  Molesworth  at  the  Hour  ap- 
pointed. On  leaving  Molesworth  he  met  Andrew  Higgons,  to  whom 
■•  eommunioated  what  had  pass'd.  They  concluded  to  try  to  take 
Molesworth  up.  They  staid  till  the  next  morning  before  they  at- 
tem|ited  executing  their  plan  &  in  the  Interim,  met  with  &  told  Jn* 
Behneider  the  affair.  In  the  conversation  with  Mrs  MOoy  she  told 
hha  there  had  been  a  Oaptain  of  a  man  of  War  in  Philadelphia  under 
the  disguise  of  a  Waggoner  who  lodged  at  Mrs.  Bryans  one  Night, 
ft  slept  with  a  Pilot,  from  whom  be  endeavoured  to  find  out  every 
thing  useful  to  his  scheme  of  procuring  Pilots,  on  which  Errant  he 

mo.     The  Pilot  with  whom  he  lay  ignorant  of  his  Intentions. 

Molesworth  told  the  Examinant  that  ships  were  to  oome  round  to 
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this  plaoe  the  10th  April  next  &  that  they  had  boata  k  CTery  tfaiag 
in  order  for  coming. 

After  the  Ezaminant  had  been  to  iSolesworth,  Mrs.  M*Coj  ttuat 
to  his  LodgiDffs  &  asked  the  EzamiDani  if  he  had  agreed  with  Molee* 
worth,  he  told  her  he  hivd  not,  as  he  did  not  choose  to  go.  She  de- 
sired him  not  to  betray  any  of  them  by  letting  anything  be  known 
which  had  passed  between  them,  the  Ezaminant  promised  he  would 
noty  thinking  he  must  deceive  her  the  better  to  effect  their  scheme : 
She  asked  whether  he  thought  Andrew  Higgons  would  go.  The  "Ei} 
told  her  it  was  very  likely  he  might.  She  sent  for  Higgons. 

Farther  saith  not 


JOHN  ELDRIDQK 


True  Copy 

RICHARD  PETERS  Sco'y. 


No.  5. 

;  Andrew  Higgons  of  Philadelphia,  Piloty  being  sworn  &  examined 
adih. 

'.  That  he  lodged  at  John  Brien's  Taylor,  in  Front  Street  joai  above 
Lombard  Street  in  the  City  of  Philada.    That  Mrs.  M*Coy  oame  to 
Bryans  &  desired  the  Ezaminant  to  call  a  Sundown  at  her  bonae  m 
Union  Street  which  he  accordingly  did  but  she  was  not  at  homaL 
Mrs.  Bryan  told  tho  Ezaminant  that  Mrs.  M^Coy  had  sent  her  negS9 
after  night  to  desire  the  Ezam'  would  call  at  her  house.    Mrs.  Bijan 
request^  him  to  go  again  yesterday  morning  to  Mrs.  MHToya.    He 
went  but  she  not  being  up,  he  called  in  an  hour  after,  when  Mrs.  M* 
Ooy  took  him  into  a  Room  &  said  she  wanted  to  ask  him  partienlar 
QoeetioDs.    She  asked  him  if  he  would  go  £b  New  Yoik  to  Pilot  one 
of  the  Vessels  round.     He  asked  her  how  he  should  go  withontbong 
oi^h'd,  She  replied,  if  you  will  go,  it  will  be  the  making  of  yoQi  an 
yon  will  be  upon  Kings  pay  all  your  lifetime.     That  besidea  he  should 
rabeive  five  hundred  Guineas  as  a  present  on  his  arrival  at  New  York. 
That  a  person  was  sent  by  Lord  Howe  from  New  York  ibr  the  pnr* 
pose  of  engaging  Pilots.     The  Ez'  said  he  wanted  to  see  the  mui. 
She  then  said  if  he  could  call  at  Dusk,  he  should  see  the  man  who 
was  oat  of  town,  not  choosing  to  appear  in  the  day  time.     She  in- 
quired if  he  could  get  another  Pilot     He  told  her  he  oould  get  n 
Ohevanz  de  Frize  Pilot.     [The  Ezaminant  had  previous  to  this  talked 
with  Eldridge  &  Snyder  and  had  agreed  to  their  scheme  of  diaoover* 
ing  the  Persons  ooneemM  on  behalf  of  the  Enemy.]     He  agreed  to 
speak  to  Scbnyder  the  Chevauz  de  Friae  Pilot,  &  if  he  would  oonseni 
to  go,  the  witness  had  agreed  with  Mrs.  M«Coy  to  inform  her.     He 
then  went  and  conversed  with  Snyder  &  afterwards  went  back  and 
informed  Mrs.  M^'Coy  that  she  might  depend  upon  him.     The  Ex.* 
brought  Snyder  to  Mrs.  M'^Coy's  £  after  S3me  conversation  whieh. 
pass'd  between  Snyder  &  Mrs.  M'Coy  in  presence  of  the  witnoM^  it 
Wis  oonduded  that  they  should  meet  Molesworth  in  the  efenii^  who 
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the  person  sent  by  Lord  Howe.  Snyder  &  the  witness  went  in 
the  evening  to  Moleaworth  at  Mrs.  McCoys.  Molesworth  asked  Mnu 
M*Ooy  if  she  had  spoken  to  them  aboat  that  affair,  which  he  was  on. 
They  were  then  called  into  the  room  &  Molesworth,  Snyder  &  Wit* 
ness  only  remained  together.  Molesworth  open'd  the  affair  to  Snyder 
said  be  was  employed  &  was  the  person  mentioned  by  Mrs.  MK)oy, 
k  desired  him  to  engage  as  a  Pilot  to  bring  a  ship  round  from  New 
York,  the  Eagle  as  the  Witness  believes.  Snyder  said  he  would  not 
go  under  an  hundred  Pounds.  Molesworth  said  £100  was  too  much 
and  another  thing  he  had  not  the  money,  but  he  would  engage  him 
on  good  pay,  that  he  had  a  good  friend  just  by  with  whom  he  would 
eonsnit  &  if  his  firiend  thought  he  should  give  the  £100  he  would 
eall  in  a  few  minutes  &  lot  them  know.  Molesworth  went  away  ft 
returned  in  about  15  minutes,  The  Examinant  says  Molesworth  went 
up  Union  Street  to  the  westward.  On  his  return  asked  Snyder  if 
iGBO  would  do,  Snyder  said  no.  Will  £40  do  between  you  ?  Wit* 
ness  said  give  us  £50  &  we  will  go.  Molesworth  then  went  away 
oot  of  the  house  &  brought  the  money  &  paid  £50  to  Snyder  to  be 
divided  between  them.  After  this  Molesworth  wanted  them  to  stav 
till  next  morning,  as  he  had  but  two  horses  k  he  wanted  to  go  with 
them  himself.  But  they  expressed  a  desire  to  go  that  Night  &  he 
agreed  that  they  should  go  as  far  as  Germantown  if  they  could  make 
oat  with  one  horse.  They  were  to  call  at  his  Lodgings  in  Ghosnuft 
Street  for  the  horse  and  proceed  to  Germantown  at  a  Tavern  therOi 

J  the  name  of  the  Keeper*whereof  he  forgets)  and  call  in  Molesworth'a 
fame  for  anything  they  wanted.  They  agreed  to  these  terms  and 
parted,  ft  went  on  search  of  Eldridge  whom  they  found.  They  then 
agreed  to  go  to  some  Committee  &  give  Information.  On  their  way 
to  the  Committee  they  met  Captain  Gasdrop  ft  told  him  their  casOi 
what  they  were  after,  and  would  be  glad  of  his  Assistance.  Gasdrop 
took  them  into  the  Boatswain  ft  Call  and  read  over  the  memorandums 
they  had  severally  made  of  the  Transaction.  Gasdrop  advised  'em 
to  set  the  City  GuaTd  to  go  with  them.  This  was  after  ten  at  night. 
Mrs.  MoCoy  said  the  fleet  from  New  Tork  were  to  sail  the  10^ 
of  April  if  Pilots  could  be  got. 

Witness  and  several  others  went  to  Molesworth's  'Lodginm  ft 
aaistod  in  seising  him,  and  when  taken^  ho  cried  out,  ^^Tken  1  am 

Taken  ft  Sworn  27^  March,  1777. 

KICHAKD  PETERS,  Sco'y. 

No.  6. 

The  Examination  of  John  Snyder  who  being  sworn  &  examined 
dsposeth  and  saith : 

He  Came  from  Chester  the  Night  before  last.  Eldridge  &  Hig- 
sons  came  to  his  House.  He  went  out  with  them.  They  asked  him 
if  he  would  go  to  Mrs.  McCoy's.  The  Witness  consented  to  ^  to 
Xii.  JfeCo/s,  but  she  being  a  bed,  tkey  camo  away,  ft  cm  tbehr 

12* 
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ntarn  the  Witness  asked  Eldridge  if  he  had  been  there,  said  he  had 
been  there  last  Night.  The  Witness  asked  him  if  he  had  seen  anj 
strange  Gentlemen  there  who  had  not  been  there  lately,  [Deponeiil 
having  had  some  snspieions  while  at  Chester  of  some  l*lan  gmog 
forward  to  engage  Pilots.]  Eldridge  said  he  had  seen  a  stranger. 
Eldridge  said  Witness  knew  him,  but  had  not  seen  him  a  great  while. 
Witness  desired  to  go  into  a  house  with  him  &  relate  the  matter  for 
he  snspeeted  there  was  such  a  thing  going  on,  &  ^*  have  him  he 
would  if  it  were  possible,"  They  went  into  Mr.  Tamer's  Ta?em 
together  on  Market  Street  Wharff,  where  he  related  what  had  paaa'd 
between  him  and  Molesworth.  They  then  went  to  Depooent's 
House  to  take  down  in  writing  what  Eldridge  knew,  &  then  Higflons 

Srho  had  left  them)  returned,  and  desired  Witness  wou'd  call  at 
rs.  MoOoy's  at  three  o'clock.     He  went  there  and  Mrs.  MoOoy 
enquired  if  Higgons  had  said  any  thing  to  him.     He  replied  he  had. 
When  Mrs.  Mdllay  asked  if  Witness  would  go  to  New  York  to 
pilot  the  Eagle  Man  of  War  round  to  Philad*.,  he  said  he  woald,  if 
he  could  get  off  dear.     She  said  it  would  be  the  best  thing  he  ever 
did  for  himself,  &  informed  him  that  all  our  Cannon  wou'd  be  spiked 
up  by  some  of  our  own  People  who  attended  the  Fort.     She  then 
desired  the  Witness  to  call  at  7  o'clock  and  he  wou'd  see  the  man 
who  was  to  convey  them  off.     At  7  o'clock  Higgons  &  Witneai 
went  together  to  Mrs.  McKay's  &  soon  after  their  l^ing  there  Jamea 
Molesworth  came  to  them.     Molesworth  asked  if  Mrs.  McKay  had 
apoken  to  thorn.    Witness  told  him  she  had.     Molesworth  a^ed  if 
Witness  would  undertake  what  Mrs.  McKay  required  of  him.     He 
replied  ho  would  if  he  thought  he  could  get  clear.    He  then  took 
Higgons  &  Witness  into  a  room  by  themselves  &  asked  him  what 
time  he  would  go  t    He  told  Molesworth  he  wou'd  go  at  any  timei 
if  he  oould  go  on  a  sure  footing.     Molesworth  said  he  was  sent  on 
purpose  by  Lord  Howe  to  get  two  Bay  Pilots  and  one  Chevanx  da 
Breue  Pilot    Molesworth  said  as  soon  as  he  arrived  at  New  York 
be  should  be  handsomely  rewarded  by  Lord  Howe  who  would  give 
him  any  thing  he  asked.    On  Witnesses  expressing  an  aversion  to 
leaving  his  Mother  &  Friends,  Molesworth  said  he  would  on  his 
return  from  New  York,  whither  he  was  going,  bring  Proteetiona  for 
kis  Mother  &  Sister  and  any  Persons  witness  should  mention.     Wit* 
ness  then  said  he  must  have  a  sum  advanced  him  before  he  ooold  go. 
Molesworth  said  he  had  not  much  hard  money,  but  woold  give  him 
Continental,  little  of  which  wou'd  serve  for  the  present,  as  it  wou'd 
not  be  good  long,  but  when  the  Fleet  got  here,  he  might  have  as 
much  hard  money  as  he  pleased.     Witness  refused  to  go  on  an  nn- 
oertainty.    Molesworth  asked  him  how  much  he  wanted.    WitneJM 
demanded  £100.     Molesworth  said  he  had  not  so  much,  bat  woold 
go  and  consult  a  friend.    He  went  out  and  returned  in  abont  ten 
minutes  and  said  it  was  too  much.    Asked  if  £30  or  £40'  would  not 
do.    Said  it  would  not  do  for  him.    Then  Molesworth  adrad  if  £60 
'would  not  do  for  the  two.    Witnees  said  then,  he  did  not  earOy  bnt 
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ke  beliaTed  it  would.  He  then  gave  Witness  £50.  Witness  asked 
vhere  he  should  meet  him.  Molesworth  said  at  his  Lodgings  in 
Chespnt  Street  in  half  an  hour's  time.  Higsons  &  Witness  were  to 
go  on  one  Horse  to  the  Rising  Sun  and  there  wait  until  morning 
when  he  would  oome  to  them — they  were  to  make  use  of  his  Name 
ai  the  Rising  Sun  &  they  would  have  any  thing  they  wanted.  After 
this  oonversation  Higgous,  Eldridge  &  Witness  having  met  together 
and  agreed  to  discover  &  take  Molesworth  on  their  way  to  the  Coun* 
oil  of  Safety,  met  with  Cap^.  Cnrdrop  &  shewed  him  the  Memoran- 
dome  they  had  taken.  They  went  to  Allen  Moores  &  being  join'd 
by  sundry  Persons  went  and  apprehended  Molesworth.  When  they 
went  to  Holesworth's  Lodgings,  Molesworth  asked  the  Witness  if  he 
was  ready — but  Witness  seized  him  as  a  Prisoner,  when  Molesworth 
replied  '*  I  can't  help  it."  Witness  asked  him  what  he  thought  of 
him.  Molesworth  said  he  thought  he  could  depend  upon  him — ao- 
knowledged  he  was  guilty,  but  that  the  three  Persons  taken  in  the 
house  with  him  were  not.  That  he  did  it  for  Lucre,  was  betrayed 
and  could  not  help  it.  Molesworth  told  Witness  he  had  been  with 
Lord  Howe  &  conversed  with  him  on  this  business. 

And  farther  saith  not. 

Taken  &  sworn  27*^  March,  1777. 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Sec'y. 

No.  7. 
At  a  Board  of  War,  27»*  March,  1777. 

BxaminaUon  of  Mrs.  Abigail  McKay*  of  the  City  of  Philada. 

I  know  James  Molesworth — he  lodged  at  the  Widow  Yamall's  in 
Chenut  Street,  and  was  Clerk  to  Mr.  Rhodes  and  Mr.  Powell  during 
the  times  of  their  Mayorilty.  Molesworth  has  been  often  at  ^my 
house  and  was  there  last  evening  I  heard  him  then  hint  that  he 
wanted  Pilote.  I  saw  Molesworth  give  Sneider  money  but  knew  not 
for  what  purpose.  Molesworth  asked  for  Eldridge  &  Higgons,  and 
I  told  them  that  he  wanted  to  see  them.  I  saw  Andrew  Higgons 
at  Mr.  CBxyan's  in  Front  Street,  and  told  him  I  wanted  to  speak 
with  him,  he  accordingly  (as  I  was  afterwards  informed)  called  at 
my  house,  but  I  was  not  at  home — he  call'd  last  evening  when  I 
was  at  home.  Yesterday  morning  I  saw  Higgons  at  my  house,  ft 
told  him  1  wanted  to  ask  him  some  particular  questions ;  but  tney 
were  concerning  my  Mother.    He  asked  me  how  he  could  go 


heard  that  some  were  going.  I  remember  Higgons  saying  yester- 
day morning  that  he  could  get  a  Cheveauz  de  Fnese  Pilot  I  heard 
them  yeste^ay  talking|about  the  Eagle,  and  some  of  them  nid  sh^' 

*  See  page  290. 
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drew  too  much  water  to  oome  up.  Xliggons  brought  fineider  to  my 
House  some  time  before  Molesworth  came.  Higgons  &  Sneider 
agreed  to  meet  Molesworth  at  mj  hoase.  I  told  them  Moleawoiih 
was  the  Person  who  wanted  to  speak  to  them.  Molesworth  asked 
«ie  are  these  the  People  I  wanted  to  speak  to  ?  I  said  jee.  Thb 
happen'd  yesterday  evening.  I  did  not  hear  any  time  certainly 
filed  for  the  Fleet's  being  ronnd,  some  having  said  next  lBond^ 
others  not  till  the  beginning  of  May.  I  might  have  said  the  Flaot 
are  expected  here,  ft  was  either  Monday  or  Tuesday  oomiag  that 
Moleswarth  told  me  be  wanted  these  Pilots.  My  Brother  Yelvug- 
tOB  Taylor,  who  is  a  Pilot  &  goes  to  Sea,  went  down  in  a  ahip  of 
which  Sneider  was  Pilot.  I  understood  Molesworth  he  had  been  in 
Virginia. 

A  true  Copy  of  tho  Examination  of  Abigail  McKay,  taken  27*^ 
Maroh,  1777. 

RICHARD  PETERS;  Seo^y. 

No.  8. 

The  Examination  of  James^Molesworth,  bom  in  Staffiradshire,  in 

England,  taken  27'^  March,  1777. 

The  Ex^  has  been  out  of  place  for  some  time.  He  went  some 
time  since  into  Virginia,  returned  and  bought  Shoes  at  Dover,  in 
Kent  County,  on  Delaware,  of  Alexander  Rutherford,  about  one 
month  since,  which  ho  sent  to  one  Bullions,  a  Tavern  keeper,  at 
Baskenridge  in  the  Jersey,  where  the  Shoes  now  are.  He  went  to 
Bullion's^  and  from  thence  to  Brunswick,  &  a  fortnight  ago  tliia  day 
he  went  from  thence  to  New  York.  He  was  introduced  to  Mr. 
Galloway,  &  afterwards  to  Lord  Howe,  who  asked  him  some  ques- 
tions about  the  state  of  the  City.  He  received  at  New.  York  a  oooh 
misnon  as  Lieutenant  in  the  Army,  which  he  accepted.  The  com- 
mission was  procured  by  Mr.  Hunlock.  He  returned  to  Philad*  to 
get  a  Pilot  by  Direction  of  Lord  Howe,  who  instructed  him  to  get 
one  or  two  rilots,  &  particularly  a  Cheveaux  de  Frise  Pilot,  to 
bring  the  vessels  up  Delaware  Bay.  Lord  Howe  expected  him 
to  return  as  fast  as  he  could  to  New  York  with  the  Pilot  The 
Questions  asked  him  by  Lord  Howe  were  concerning  the  Fort  &  the 
Oalliea.  The  Ex^  pass'd  at  Millstone  from  Baskenridge  on  his  way 
to  Brunswick ;  he  had  no  Guide.  He  came  to  this  City  this  day 
week.  Lord  Howe  authorized  him  to  stand  on  no  cost,  but  did  not 
fix  any  sum ;  his  Lordship  gave  him  no  money.  The  £x^  went  to 
Mra.  O'Briene's  where  he  saw  Eldrid^e  the  Pilot,  &  proposed  to 
bim  to  go  to  New  York,  but  he  said  it  was  rather  haMrdoua^  and 


refused  to  go.  Spoke  also  on  the  same  subject  to  Hig^ns  the  Pilot, 
who  said  he  could  set  another  Pilot  to  so.  M"  M^'j^y  introduced 
bim  to  Higgins.  The  Sxaminant  had  desired  M"  M*Kay  on  mon- 
day  to  speak,  to  some  Pilots,  &  told  her  he  wanted  a  Pilot  to  go  to 
New  York  &'  Pilot  the  fleet.    She  said  she  believed  some  of  the 


PBNNSTLVANU  AKCHIVBS  1777.  277 

Gape  Hay  Pilots  would  do  it  He  told  M»  M«Efty  Pilots  woa'd 
nceiye  a  haodsome  Present  and  enter  into  Pay.  Yesterday  aftei^ 
Boon  M*"  H^Kay  told  him  Sneider  &  Higgins  wou'd  be  at  her  jionae. 
The  Examine  net  Sneider  &  Higsins  at  M»  M'Eay's  at  7  o'Clook. 
He  asked  Sneider  if  he  would  go T  Sneider  said  he  had  an  elderly 
iMDiher,  A  mnst  have  money  to  leave  with  her.  Sneider  asked  one 
hundred  pounds.  The  £x^  to]d  them  he  would  oonsult  some  body 
about  it.  The  Ex^  then  walked  up  Street,  and  down  a£ain,  but 
vent  into  no  house.  He  then  returned,  and  they  agreed  to  taka 
Fifty  pounds ;  he  paid  them  fifty  Pounds,  whioh  was  all  he  had. 
He  had  the  money  in  his  Pocket  when  he  first  met  Sneider  &  Hig- 
paMf  but  went  out  to  reooUect  himself.  They  wanted  to  go  cdF 
immediately.  He  said  he  had  not  Horses ;  They  agreed  to  go  od 
one  Horse.  The  ExHhen  told  them  to  go  to  the  Bising  Sun  &  these 
wait  for  him,  and  make  use  of  his  Name,  &  they  wou'd  get  up  &  ki 
them  in. 

The  Ezaminant  in  New  York  was  carried  to  Mr.  Galloway  by 
Mr.  Hunlock.  M'  Qalloway  asked  him  about  the  State  of  matters ; 
naked  whether  the  army  was  sickly,  &  in  what  numbers.  He  said 
be  did  not  know  the  state  of  the  army,  but  bad  heard  it  was  sixty 
thousand  strong.  At  Brunswick  He  was  examined  by  Lord  Aber- 
erombia  4  General  Skinner ;  he  told  tbem  he  had  heard  our  amy 
was  sixtf  thousand  strong.  Mr.  Galloway  was  present  at  the  Con- 
▼enatioA  between  Lord  Howe  &  Molesworth.  He  saw  a  M'  William 
Stewart  in  Brunswick,  who  married  at  Pluckamin  about  two  year's 
a|po.  The  Examin^  told  Higgins  that  the  Englbh  had  Boats  and 
Ofaiy  thing  ready  to  oome  this  way,  but  oou'd  not  tell  when  they 
won'd  oome.  He  was  two  Days  at  Brunswick.  The  Light  Horse 
there  are  yery  fat^  other  horses  very  poor ;  a  great  number  of  horsea 
die  for  want  of  Hay,  no  others  but  officers  having  Hay.  The 
army  healthy  at  Brunswick.  Does  not  deny  bis  being  guilty.  He 
arrived  at  New  York  in  the  Evening,  aiid  was  oarr^  to  M'  Galloway 
in  the  morning,  &  to  Lord  Howo  the  next  day.  He  told  M**  O'Bryan 
of  the  Scheme ;  she  said  she  would  mention  it  to  some  of  the  Pilots^ 
as  they  all  lodged  at  her  house.    Further  saith  not. 

JAMES  MOLESWORTH. 
A  true  Copy. 

RICHARD^PETERS,  Sec'y. 

No.  9. 

Banh  O'Brien*  being  examined,  saith ; — 

She  knows  James  Molesworth,  and  has  been  acquainted  with  him 
about  six  months.  He  has  been  at  her  house — he  was  there  the 
Night  before  last ;  he  said  he  call'd  to  see  them.  Is  not  much  of 
an  aoquaintancei  he  having  never  been  at  their  house  above  4  or  five 

*  fies  page  290. 
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times.  The  last  Time  before  the  one  before  ment^  wm  last  Christ- 
mas. He  said  he  had  beea  in  Virginia,  &  that  he  had  also  been  at 
a  place  called  Baskenridge  in  the  Jersey.  Molesworth  came  to  bef 
boose  and  asked  for  John  Eldridge.  Eldridge  was  there,  but 
Eldridge  was  going  to  assist  in  getting  off  a  Brig.  Eldridse  agreed 
to  come  to  her  boose  at  ten  o'Clook  that  Night  to  meet  M<Ne8imtb, 
bot  Molesworth  went  away,  &  desired  the  £x^  to  tell  Eldridge  to  call 
at  M**  M«Ka/s  in  the  morning,  &  that  Ezaminant  should  go  with 
Eldridge  to  the  Widow  Yarnairs  where  Molesworth  lodged.  She  west 
with  Eldridge  to  the  Widow  Yamall's.  Molesworth  never  told  her  tbe 
reason  why  he  wanted  Eldridge.  Never  heard  M**  M^Kay  say  wbal 
Molesworth  wanted  with  Pilots.  The  Examinant  heard  M**  M'Kay 
say  she  had  been  speaking  with  John  (meaning  Eldridge)  abont  a 
certain  affiiir,  bot  he  would  not  agree  with  her.  Well,  said  EzS 
settle  it  among  yourselves.  M**  M'Kay  sent  a  Negro  wench  to  Ei*'* 
boose  for  Higgons  yesterday  evening.  She  told  Higgons  M'*  M^'Kay 
had  sent,  &  afterw^.  asked  Higgons  if  he  had  been  at  M**  McKay's ; 
he  said  he  had,  hot  she  was  not  at  home ;  this  was  about  1 1  o^olocik, 
A.  M.  The  Ezaminant  knows  very  well  one  Haselett  who  lives  at 
Edentown  in  the  Jerseys,  who  came  in  the  habit  of  li  waggoner. 
&  lodged  at  her  house  one  Night ;  a  tall  man  with  black  Hair;  had 
a  blanket  Goat ;  said  he  came  for  a  Hhd.  of  Rum.  He  came  to  the 
Ek*'*  House  wiUi  a  boy  named  Rich^  Oilgrist,  whose  Nurse  she  was. 
Put  up  at  B.  Davis's  at  the  sign  of  the  George.  The  man  in  the 
Blanket  Goat  lodged  with  WilOam  Skillinger,  a  Pilot,  who  li^es  at 
Gape  May.  This  man  breakfasted,  dined,  supped,  &  lodged  tbe 
next  day  and  Night  at  her  house.  There  were  a  good  many  Pilots 
in  the  House  the  next  Night  with  whom  the  Blanket  Goat  man 
associated.  The  Pilots  had  no  Rum  to  sell.  Said  he  &  the  little 
Boy  drove  the  Waggon.  She  got  acquainted  w^  Molesworth  coming 
in  dk  oui  at  M"  McKay's.  Blanket  Goat  man  said  an  old  man,  one 
Blair,  had  brought  butter  down  in  the  Waggon,  &  was  a  Neighbour 
of  his.  Lived  about  12  or  13  miles  from  Euton,  near  one  Millers's 
Tavern,  who  is  married  to  Haselett's  aunt 

SARAH  O'BRYAN. 

The  above  is  a  true  Copy  of  the  Examination  of  Sarah  O'Bryani 
taken  27'^  March,  1777. 

RIGHARD  PETERS;  Sec'y. 

No.  10. 

At  a  Board  of  War,  March  28tb,  1777. 

.^  Abigail  McEav  having  desired  to  be  brought  before  the  Board  to 
disclose  all  she  xnows  relative  to  the  Affair  ment*  in  her  former 
Examination,  further  saith : 

Last  Mondav  Evening,  which  was  the  first  time  she  ever  heard  of 
the  Affair,  Molesworth  came  to  her  house  &  asked  for  her  Bit>ther, 
with  whom  ho  had  very  particolar  business  &  wou'd  not  miss  her 
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Brother  for  Twenty  Poands.  She  said  her  bro'  was  gone  down  with 
a  Vessel,  &  on  asking  what  he  wanted,  he  said  he  wanted  to  employ 
Pilots  to  bring  the  Fleet  round  from  New  York,  Molesworth  said 
he  was  employed  by  Mr.  Galloway  to  do  it.  Heard  Molesworth  say 
he  had  a  Partner  &  when  he  went  out  for  Money  to  pay  Sneider, 
be  said  be  went  to  his  Partner;  She  knew  Molesworth's  Charaeter 
to  be  that  of  a  Tory,  his  Conversation  frequently  tending  that  way. 
Mrs.  Brien  knew  the  whole  affair  fully.  Molesworth  on  his  applioa« 
tion  for  her  Brother  told  her  at  once  the  Reason  why  he  was  so 
anxioiu  to  see  him.  She  told  him  her  Brother  would  not  engage  in 
any  such  thing.  She  understood  from  Molesworth  that  he  bad  gone 
frequently  to  New  York  and  oould  go  there  without  any  Danger 
when  he  pleased.  Molesworth  wou'd  often  go  out  of  Town,  &  on 
Us  return  She  would  ask  him  where  he  had  been,  he  used  to  tell 
her  to  Maryland  or  Virg*,  but  she  has  since  beard  him  say  he  had 
been  to  New  York  at  the  several  times  she  thought  he  had  been  to 
Maryland  or  Virginia.  Molesworth  said  he  would  go  to  New 
York  ft  oome  baek  once  more  &  after  that  would  go  to  New  York 
&  not  to  return  until  the  Fleet  oame.  She  heard  Molesworth  say 
he  won'd  get*  a  protection  for  his  Family,  he  said  also  he  was  glad 
oar  people  did  not  expect  the  English  'till  May,  for  they  would  bo 
here  aooner.  She  heud  Mrs.  O'Brien  say,  or  understood  from  her 
Disooone,  that  a  Captain  of  a  Man  of  War  had  been  here  in  Dis- 
ffuieSy  he  was  dress*!!  in  a  blanket  Coat  &  slept  at  her  house  with 
Bill  Skillinger,  with  whom  he  talked  a  great  deal,  but  found  Bill 
to  be  •  great  Whig.  Ezaminant  was  down  at  the  Capes  to  see  her 
Mother,  ft  hat  been  in  Town  x>n]y  two  weeks. 

her 

ABIGAIL  X  McKAY. 

mark. 


On  being  further  examined  A.  McKay  says  Mrs.  Bryan  spoke  to 
her  on  Saturday  &  she  mcntion'd  it  to  Nathan  Church  (Pilot)  who 
nid  he  would  go  if  ho  could  get  away,  but  believes  ho  ^said  so  for 
the  same  purpose  as  Mr.  Sneider  agreed  to  go. 

Molesworth  has  been  acquainted  with  Mrs.  Bryan  ever  since 
McKay  lived  in  Union  Street,  which  is  two  years ;  they  saw  one 
another  at  McKays  house  &  has  often  heard  Molesworth  tay  he  had 
been  at  Mrs.  Bryans,  &  she  (the  Ex<)  has  seen  him  there  several 
times. 

A  true  Copy  of  the  Examination  of  Abigail  McKay,  taken  28th 
March,  1777. 

BICHABD  PETERS,  Seory. 
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No.  11. 
Confession  of  Jambs  Molbswokth,  1777. 

When  the  Enemy  advanc'd,  Mr.  ThomM  Infonn'd  me  th«i  Che 
Poets  at  the  Ferry  were  to  be  out  down,  and  the  Bridge  over  Ogdeni 
Ferry  to  be  ont  away,  and  the  Gannon  at  the  Fort  to  be  Spiked  by 
a  Penon  on  duty  there. 

Mr.  Warron,  alias  Caton,  went  in  Company  with  me  to  the  Jer- 
seys, we  met  with  Jonathan  Henry  Smith  at  Bnlliona  Tavern  who 
said  he  would  take  us  safe  through  the  lines  wbioh  he  aooordingly 
Performed  \  we  crossed  at  Milestone  Bridge ;  We  Inform'd  BnUioa 
we  were  going  to  New  York^^who  shook  his  head  &  said  he  was 
mneh  frightened  for  us. 

We  went  from  Milestone  bridge  to  Lord  Abererombie,  who  sent 
us  to  Lord  Cornwallis;  from  thenoe  we  went  to  Qeneral  Skinner, 
who  was  very  desirous  to  kikow  whether  General  Dickinson  had 
resigned  or  not,  I  there  found  the  Hessian  Troops  weie  very  siekly 
&  numbers  died  every  day. 

Colonel  Ball  offer'd  me  a  Captain's  Commission^  which  I  refiis'di 
h  have  never  yet  had  igiy  Commission  from  the  British  Qenends. 

On  my  return  to  Philadelphia  I  acquainted  Mr.  Sheppard  h  Jo- 
seph Thomas  of  what  Lord  Howe  had  mention'd  to  me  respeedng  the 
Pilots,  Sheppard  told  me  he  expected  two  every  day,  and  that  a  Mr« 
Cameron  who  he  had  mention'd  the  subject  to  had  been  lookiag  fir. 
them  for  some  time ;  said  Cameron  broke  his  leg  a  riiort  time  fgosb 

Mrs.  Bryan  Inform'd  me  she  had  been  tampering  with  some  of 
the  Pilots  to  bring  the  British  Fleet  up  the  I)elawarey  and  Mis. 
MoCfoy  afterwards  consulted  with  Mrs.  Bryan,  she  told  me  if  I 
would  call  at  her  house  that  afternoon  I  could  have  an  opportunity 
of  Conversing  with  the  Pilots  about  going  to  New  York,  which  I 
accordingly  did  and  we  Concluded  to  go  on  Horseback,  one  of  which 
Mr.  Sheppard  was  to  Provide,  Who  Likewise  advanced  me  the  JC50 
and  told  me  that  sooner  than  Loose  the  Pilots  he  would  advance 
£100  if  he  never  got  a  Copper  in  return.  Mr.  Sheppard  Inform'd 
me  he  had  three  hundred  Head  of  Cattle  already  provided,  and 
could  procure  three  hundred  more  if  he  knew  where  to  deliver  them 
or  when  the  British  Troops  would  be  round. 

When  I  Inform'd  Sheppard  I  was  ready  to  set  olF  he  applied  to 
Mr.  Fox,  the  Farrier,  for  a  Horse ;  who  Inform'd  him  he  hiul  none, 
said  it  looked  odd  his  applying  for  Horses  at  that  time  of  Night, 
ho' thought  ho  had  better  wait  untill  morning,  said  Fox  was  present 
when  I  received  the  money. 

Sheppard  delivered  a  Book  to  Warren,  alias  Caton,  which  he  was 
to  deliver  to  Mr.  Galaway,  on  Mr.  Oali^way's  receiving  it  he  applied 
it  to  the  Fire,  which  enabled  him  to  read  it;  no  letters  appeared 
before ;  Part  of  the  Contents  were  that  Caton  might  be  trusted. 
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The  ftbove  is  what  the  Deceas'd  Molesworth  CommuQioated  to  us 
Um  Svening  before  his  Ezecatioo/  &  requested  when  under  the 
Oillows  it  might  be  made  Publick. 

WALTER  STEWARD, 

Lt.  Gel.  &  A.D.O.  to  M.  Gen.  Gates. 

THOS.  PROCTOR,  Col.  Reg't  of 
PeoDsjlvania  Artillery. 


Pkknsa.  War  Oiticb  to  Gbnl.  Lincoln,  Cask  of  Jas. 

moleswobth,  1777. 

Pen*  War  office,  March  Slst,  1777. 

Sir, 

Vfm  ba^e  latelj  discovered  a  dangerous  plot  against  this  State  for 
w*^  •  oeitani  Molesworth,  who  bad  a  Lien'  Commission  under  Gen' 
Howc^  WM  this  day  executed,  he  has  accused  the  following  persons 
•f  being  concerned  in  it  with  him,  ?iz. — ^Luke  Caton,  alias  Warren,- 
William  Sheppard,  Thos.  Collins,  lately  a  clerk  under  Gen'  Miflin^ 
k  Joaalhan  Henry  Smith,  who  passes  under  the  denomination  of 
Colonel  Smith,  and  frequently  is  seen  about  Bound  Brook  &  baa 
said  thai  be  is  allowed  to  pass  from  Bound  Brook  to  Brunswick,  by 
bis  Jixoellency  Gen'  Washington  &  Gen'  Howe.  We  do  request  yooi 
will  ffire  all  necessary  orders  for  apprehending  them.  We  have  sent 
Cap^  A.  Stayner  to  your  Quarters  with  orders  to  use  his  best  endeavours 
to  apiMnbend  them,  he  is  furnished  with  the  best  description  of  their 
peraooi  we  can  obtain. 

Ito  likely  some  of  these  men  will  attempt  to  escape  by  the  way  of 
Middldown  point,  the  Hook  or  B]aok  Point,  and  it  would  be  proper 
for  (he  persona  that  go  to  Monmouth  County,  Jersey,  to  apply  to 
CoL  Foreman. 

Directed. 
To  Genl.  Lincoln. 

*  He  was  executed  March  31,  1777.    See  Cul.  Rec.  Vol.  XT.,,p.  197. 


foATB  Board  of  War  to  Gbnl.  Putnam,  Cass  ov  J. 

MOLESWORTH,  1777. 

Peim[^l?aiiia  War  Office^  Philada.  81"^  Maroh, 
To  Oenl.  Potnanii 
Sir, 

We  have  proyidentially  discovered  a  most  viUanoas  plot  to  pro- 
oare  pilots  from  this  place  to  bring  the  Enemies  fleet  up  this  River, 
to  spike  the  gnns  at  Fort  Island  and  destroy  the  Posts  &  Ropes  at 
our  ferries.  One  James  Molesworth  who  had  a  Lien*"  Gommunion 
from  Genl  Howe,  was  a  principal  party  in  the  plot,  waa  ti7o4  at  • 
Coart  Martial  and  agreeable  to  their  sentence  was  hong  this  day, 
before  his  execution  he  accused  the  following  persons  of  being  con- 
cerned with  him  viz. — 

William  Sheppard,  Jna  GoUina,  Luke  Katon,  alias  Warren, 
Joseph  Thomas  &  Hastings  Stackhouse,  all  of  whom  resided  in  thia 
Gity  &  have  absconded — and  Jonathan  Henry  Smith,  who  resides 
Bear  Mill  atone,  or  at  leaat  passes  by  the  way  of  Mill  ston*  bfidge 
into  the  Enemies  Lines,  he  frequents  one  Bnllings,  Tavern  not  hr 
from  the  place  before  mentioned,  and  is  said  to  be  or  has  bean  a 
Colonel  in  the  Jersey  Militia.  He  is  employed  to  oany  intelligeiice 
from  our  Tories  into  the  Enemys  lines. 

We  have  sent  Captain  Roger  Steiner  to  endeavoor  to  apprehend 
them,  and  have  no  doubt  you  will  afford  him  all  necessary  assistasee. 

By  Express  arrived  this  day  from  the  Eastward  Gongress  have 
intelligence  from  D'  Franklin,  at  Paris,  that  the  French  are  arming 
at  all  points,  the  nation  universally  desirous  of  a  war  with  En^and, 
France  and  Spain  will  each  of  them  have  80  sail  of  the  line  fit  for 
sea  by  the  Ist  of  April  next,  and  the  French  Ministry  ft  Spanish 
Ambasador  at  Paris  assured  D'.  Franklin  that  they  would  civo  ns 
such  assistance  as  they  could.  That  the  French  Meroh'  had  formed 
a  Bank  of  2  million  of  Livres,  to  support  the  credit  of  our  omtinental 
money,  500,000.  of  which  they  have  aetualy  paid,  the  residne  lo  be 
paid  quarterly.  And  to  conclude,  the  Vessel  which  brings  these 
despatches  is  arrived  at  Portsmouth,  with  11,978  stand  of  arm% 
1000  Blls.  of  gun  powder,  flints,  wollens  &  shoes.  We  sincerely 
congratulate  you  on  these  events,  which  we  hope  will  enable  us  to 
open  the  campaign  on  a  footing  with  our  -Enemies. 
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Board  of  Wax  to  Col.  Danl.  Brodhbad,  1777. 

PeaDsyWanU  Board  of  War^  Philadgy  Marcb  81««  1777. 
Sir, 

By  a  letter  from  his  ozcellenoy  General  Washington  we  are  iii< 
formed  that,  yiz. 

''  Bj  the  promotion  of  Migor  Batler,  and  death  of  the  Colonel  and 
^<  Lieutenant  Colonel,  the  eighth  Regimentof  jour  State  is  left  without 
^<  a  Field  Officer,  I  must  therefore  desire  that  jou  will  order  the  three 
*^  new  Keld  Officers  to  join  immediately,  for  I  can  assure  you  that 
"  no  raiment  in  the  Servioe  wants  them  more  from  the  dissentiona 
^'  that  oaye  lately  prevaird  in  that  Corps,  discipline  has  been  much 
"  relaxed,  and  it  will  require  strict  care  and  attention  to  both  Offioen 
"  and  Men  to  bring  them  back  to  a  proper  sense  of  subordination 
"  and  duty/' 

You  are  therefore  ordered  to  repair  to  your  Begiment  immediately, 
and  least  there  should  be  any  uncertainty  of  your  receiving  thia 
order  we  have  dispatched  a  special  messenger  with  it,  and  we  can  have 
BO  doubt  of  your  complying  punctually  herewith,  as  the  public  Ser- 
vioe leqaiiea  it 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

Your  Humble  Servant, 

OWEN  BIDDLB,  Chairman,* 


Colonel' Daniel  Broadhead,  near  Beading,  Berks  County. 

Bear  Sir, 

Col  Broadhead  left  Beading  on  Wednesday  lai^t  to  join  his  Begi^ 
Bent,  You  friend  &  h.  S^ 

T.  MIFFLIN, 
Directed, 

morning,  4^  April,  Owen  Biddle,  Esq'. 


RssoLunoNS  OF  Congress,  1777. 

For  the  better  regulating  the  pay  of  the  A.rmy. 

In  Congress,  April  !•',  1777. 

Resolved,  That  the  paymaster  or  deputy  paymaster  general, 
shall  pay  no  money  but  by  warrants  from  the  commanders  in  chief, 
within  their  respective  departments,  countersigned  by  their  respective 
secretaries,  and  that  the  money  be  paid  only  to  the  person  specified 

See  CoL  Rec.  Vol.  XL  p.  167. 
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in  the  warrant,  or  to  his  order  in  writings  ezceptlDg  in  oases  other- 
wise provided  by  Congress. 

That  the  regimeDtal  abstracts  be  made  up  by  the  regimental  pay 
masters  at  the  close  of  every  month,  and  certified  by  the  respective 
colonels,  or  commanding  officers  and  brigadiers  general,  who  shall 
carefully  examine  and  compare  the  same  with  the  weekly  retams, 
after  which  they  shall  be  lodged  with  the  paymaster  or  deputy  pay 
master  general,  until  orders  are  given  for  the  payment. 

That  the  regimental  paymasters  only  shall  receive  from  the 
paymaster  or  deputy  paymaster  general,  the  money  due  upon  ab- 
utraots  to  the  officers  and  soldiers,  and  the  said  regimental  pay- 
masters alone,  shall  settle  with,  and  pay  the  money  due  to  the 
6fficer8  and  goldiers  of  the  regiments  to  which  they  respeotiyely 
belong,  either  in  person,  or  to  their  order,  and  take  receipts  for  the 
same,  to  be  produced  as  vouchers  on  the  settlement  of  their  reepeo- 
tive  accounts. 

That  officers  and  soldiers  who  may  be  prisoners  of  war  shall  bo 
made  up  in  the  abstracts  of  the  regiment  to  which  they  belong  to 
the  time  of  their  captivity,  and  authentic  returns  shall  be  made 
with  such  abstracts  of  the  names  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  afore- 
said, their  rank  and  the  company  to  which  they  belong,  the  time  of 
their  captivity,  and  the  pay  that  was  then  due  And  whenever  such 
prisoners  are  to  be  exchanged,  a  pay  roll  shall  be  made  out  by  the 
paymaster  or  deputy  paymaster  general,  for  the  pay  due  to  them  to 
the  time  of  their  return,  and  the  money  shall  be  sent  to  them  and 
paid  by  the  officer  appointed  to  receive  them,  and  their  receipts 
immediately  lodged  with  the  paymaster  or  deputy  paymaster  genenl. 
That  whenever  any  regimental  paymaster  leaves  the  service  or  is 
dismissed,  he  shall  make  a  return  to  the  paymaster  or  deputy  pay* 
master  general  of  the  names  of  the  commissioned  and  non  commis- 
sioned offioers  and  soldiers  of  his  regiment  who  remain  unpaid,  the 
sums  due  to  them  respeotiyely,  and  what  balance  of  cash  he  haa 
remaining,  all  which  shall  be  lodged  with  the  paymaster  or  deputy 
paymaster  general,  to  be  by  him  delivered  to  the  next  paymaster  it 
the  said  regiment,  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  as  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  department  may  think  proper. 

That  no  commissioned,  non  commissioned  officer  or  soldier  coming 
from  any  department  where  a  paymaster  or  deputy  paymaster 
general  is  appointed,  shall  receive  in  any  other  department  the  pay 
that  may  be  due  to  him,  unless  ho  produces  a  certificate  from  his 
colonel  or  commanding  officer,  countersigned  by  the  paymaster  or 
deputy  paymaster  general  of  the  department  to  which  he  belongs, 
of  the  sum  bona  fide  duo  to  him,  and  deliver  the  same  with  a  re* 
ceipt  thereon. 

April  2-,  1777. 

Resolved,  That  the  paymaster  and  deputy  paymaster  general,  at 
the  end  of  every  month  after  the  first  Xay  next,  shall  make  up 
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lollt  oontaiDing  the  names  of  the  general  and  other  offioera  of  the 
armj  to  which  they  respectively  belong,  who  are  not  comprised  in 
the  regimental  abstracts,  excepting  only  the  commander  in  chief  of 
the  several  departments,  who  shall  respectively  examine  such  rolls, 
•nd  issue  their  warrants  on  the  paymaster  or  deputy  paymaster 
general,  for  the  sums  due  on  the  same. 

That  the  oommanders  in  chief  of  the  several  departments  be  de- 
rired  to  order  payment  to  suoh  officers  and  detachments  of  the  army 
u  shall  at  any  time  be  ordered  to  other  dep&rtments,  to  be  made  to 
the  day  of  their  marching,  or  leaviug  the  camp,  and  that  certificates 
be  given  by  the  respective  paymaster  or  deputy  paymaster  general, 
mentioning  the  names  of  such  officers  and  corps,  together  with 
the  time  to  which  they  are  paid,  which  certificates  shall  be  de« 
livered  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  respective  detachments, 
or  by  such  officers  as  shall  bo  ordered  without  detachments  to  the 
paymaster  or  deputy  paymaster  general  of  the  department  to  which 
they  are  ordered,  to  enable  him  to  examine  and  make  np  their  future 
rolls  and  abstracts. 

April  9**. 

Beaolvod,  That  the  paymaster  and  deputy  paymasters  general  bo 
directed  forthwith  to  consult  the  commanders  in  chief  of  their  re- 
spective districtSi  and  appoint  deputies  to  repair  to  such  posts  and 
places  of  rendezvous,  and  answer  the  draughts  of  such  officers  sta- 
tioned thereat^  as  the  said  commanders  in  chief  shall  respectively 
direct ;  that  the  deputies  be  supplied  with  money  by  the  respective 
paymaster  and  deputy  paymasters  general,  and  account  with  them 
therefor,  and  that  all  other  paymasters  of  the  army  cease  to  act  at 
the  posts  and  places  provided  with  deputies  as  aforesaid. 

April  10**. 

That  the  oommanders  in  chief  of  the  several  departments,  previous 
(o  the  discharge  of  any  regiment  or  corps  of  militia  reinforcing  the 
■rmy,  be  respectively  directed  to  issue  their  warrants  on  the  pay- 
master or  deputy  pavmaster  general,  for  the  amount  of  the  pay  due 
to  the  same,  and  when  the  military  chest  is  unsupplied,  the  pay- 
master or  deputy  paymaster  general  is  authorized  to  draw  on  the 
President  for  the  amount  of  such  warrants. 

June  7%  1777. 

Whereas  complaint  has  been  made  that  many  of  the  regimental 
paymasters  absent  themselves  from  the  army,  by  which  the  public 
service  greatly  suffers. 

Resolved,  therefore,  that  the  commander  in  chief,  and  the  com- 
ainders  in  the  separate  departments,  be  directed  to  take  the  most 
eflectual  means  for  compelliuff  all  regimental  paymasters  to  attend 

Cnetually  to  the  duties  of  their  office,  and  that  such  as  are  negligent 
punished  and  displaced,  and  that  they  be  respectively  empowered 
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to  apfpoint  otfaen  of  ability,  diligenoe  and  integriiyi  in  the  room  of 
floch  as  are  displacod. 

May  13^.    Omitted  in  its  proper  Plaoe. 

Keaolvod,  That  eveiy  Warrant  of  a  General  officer,  having  an- 
thority  to  draw  on  the  Military  ChestSi  or  Paymaster  or  Deputy 
paymaster  General  in  any  Department,  shall  specify  the  particular 
senrice  or  account  for  which  the  same  shall  be  drawn,  in  order  to 
enable  the  Treasnry  board  and  commissioners  of  accoonta  to  make 
the  proper  charges,  and  to  do  Justice  to  the  Pnbliok. 

Copies  from  the  Journals. 

WILLIAM  CH.IHOUSTON,  D.  Secr^y. 


Copy  op  Letter,  Geo.  Morgan  &  Jno.  Nevill  to 

Patrick  Henry,  1777. 

Fort  Pitt,  April  I"',  1777. 
Sir, 

We  had  not  the  honour  to  receive  your  Orders  &  the  Minutes  of 
Council  of  the  12th  tjltimo,*  until  this  day.  We  immediately  wrote 
to  Colonel  Shephard  &  Major  Taylor  to  meet  us  here  the  8th  inst, 
to  confer  thareon,  &  determine  the  most  effectual  steps  to  carry  the 
same  into  execution.  And  your  Excellency  may  be  assured  we  will 
leave  nothing  in  our  power  undone,  that  may  tend  to  promote  the 
Interest  of  our  Country  in  general,  or  the  success  of  this  Enterprise 
in  particular — not  regarding  the  strict  Line  ^f  Duty  in  our  respec- 
tive departments,  but  the  promotion  of  the  service  on  the  most 
liberal  Plan.  We,  nevertheless,  wish  we  were  left  more  at  libertv 
to  exercise  our  Judgments  or  to  take  advice  on  the  expediency  k 
practicability  of  the  Undertaking  at  this  critical  time — for,  although 
we  are  persuaded  from  what  has  already  passed  between  CoV  Morgan 
&  our  Allies,  the  Delawares  &  Shawncse,  that  they  would  wish  us 
success  therein,  yet  we  apprehend  the  inevitable  consequences  of 
this  Expedition  will  be  a  general  Indian  War,  which  we  are  persuaded 
it  is  the  Interest  of  the  State  at  this  time  to  avoid,  even  by  the 
mortifying  means  of  liberal  Donations  to  certain  leading  Men  among 
the  Nations  as  well  as  by  calling  them  again  to  a  general  Treaty. 
And  if  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  should  judge  it  prudent  to  take 
Bome  steps  to  gratify  the  iSix  Nations  in  regard  to  the  Encroach- 
ments made  on  their  Lands  on  the  North  Western  Frontier  of  AsJt 
State  of  which  they  have  so  repeatedly  complained,  we  hope  and 
believe  it  would  have  a  very  salutary  Effect.  The  settlement  of 
the  Lands  on  Ohio,  below  the  Konhawa,  &  at  Kcntucke,  gives  the 
Western  Nations  great  uneasiness.    How  hx  the  State  of  Virginia 

*  See  page  258—201. 
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■aj  jndge  it  wise  to  withdraw  or  confine  ihose  Bettlementa  for  a 
Mrlaiii  tenn.  of  Years  or  daring  the  British  War,  is  too  delicate  a 
matter  for  us  to  give  our  opinion  on,  but  we  have  reason  to  thiolc 
UMife  the  measnves  we  have  (tho'  perhaps  ovt  of  the  strict  Line  of 
ovr  Doty)  presmned  to  hint  at,  would  not  only  tend  greatly  to  the 
happiness  of  this  country,  but  to  the  Interest  of  the  whole  Stete ', 
■ore  especially  if  eaie  be  taken  to  treat  the  di&rent  Nations  in  all 
rmpBCts  with  Justioey  Humanity,  &  Hospitality,  for  which  purpose, 
A  to  punish  Robberies  &  Murders  committed  on  any  of  our  Allies, 
soma  wholesome  Orders  or  Acte  of  Government  may  possibly  be 
BeoBSHury;  for  Parties  have  been  formed  to  massacre  some  who 
have  eome  to  visit  us  in  a  friendly  manner,  and  others  who  have 
been  hunting  on  their  ovnn  Lands,  the  known  Friends  to  the  Com- 
aum  Wealth.  These  steps,  if  continued,  will  deprive  us  of  all  our 
Ittdian  Allies  &  multiply  our  Enemies.  Even  the  Spies  who  have 
been  employed  by  the  County  Lieutenanto  of  Monongahela  k  Ohio 
■seaa  to  have  gone  cm  this  Plan  with  a  premediteted  design  to  in- 
volve us  in  a  general  Indian  War;  for  on  the  15th  inst.,  at  day 
break,  five  or  six  of  these  Spies  fired  at  three  Delaware  Indians  at 
their  hunting  Camp,  which  they  afterwards  plundered  of  Peltries  to 
m  donsidflnble  value,  &  brought  them  off. 

This  was  committed  about  20  Miles  on  this  side  the  Delaware 
Town,  between  that  &  Wheeling,  &  out  of  the  Country  or  Track  of 
oar  Enemies. 

Luckily  all  the  Indians  escaped^  only  one  of  whom  was  wounded, 
*  that  sliffhtly  in  the  Wrist 

We  incSose  to  your  Excellency  the  copy  of  a  Speech  or  Message 
found  near  the  body  of  a  dead  man,  who  had  been  kill'd  &  scalped 
two  days  before,  nearihe  Kittenning  on  the  North  Western  Frontier 
of  "Pennsylvania,  when  another  Man  was  teken  Prisoner.  We 
suppose  the  partv  of  Indians  who  left  this  Message  &  perpetrated 
the  Murder,  to  have  been  hired  for  that  purpose  by  the  British 
Officers  at  Niagara,  in  order  to  promote  an  open  liupture  between  the 
Six  Nations  &  the  United  States ;  as  we  had  Intelligence  of  such  a 
party  being  out,  &  having  come  from  thence.  In  consequence 
whereof,  &  on  considering '  the  present  situation  of  this  Country,  a 
Coonoil  of  Field  Officers  &  Captains  met  here  &  gave  their  opinion 
on  certain  matters,  of  which  your  Excellency  is  doubtless  'ere  now 
fiilly  informed— among  other  things  Col^  Crawford  was  requested  to 
auke  a  Return  of  the  Stores  requisite  to  be  sent  here,  &  an  Esti- 
mate of  the  Expenco  of  Repairs  to  make  this  Fort  defensible  against 
aaj  body  of  Troops  which  may  be  brought  against  us  by  the  way 
of  Freaque  Isle  &  the  Allegany,  that  being  the  Rout  by  which  this 
Fort  will  be  attacked,  if  ever  an  Expedition  should  be  formed 
against  it  from  Canada,  &  not  as  has  been  intimated  to  your  Excel- 
lency from  Detroit  and  Sandusky,  there  being  fno  Post  at  the  latter 
"place,  ft  as  we  are  informed  but  Sixty  Six  Soldiers  at  Detroit,  from 
whence  by  Land  to  Fort  Pitt  is  near  three  hundred  Miles,  impassa- 
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ble  fbr  Artilleiy ;  &  all  that  Country  w«  Mxe  told  could  not  luraiab 
to  an  Army  of  1000  Men  suffioieQi  Provisiona  or  Horaea  for  aooh 
an  Expedition. 

Your  Excellency  cannot  bat  be  already  inCormed  that  many 
Persons  among  ourselves  wish  to  promote  a  War  with  the  Sava^eSy 
not  conmdering  the  distresses  of  our  Country  on  the  Sea  Coast. 
This  disposition  with  the  conduct  of  a  Banditti  consisting  of  60  or 
80  Savages  at  the  heads  of  Scioto^  may  possibly  create  a  genenl 
Quarrel.  Yet  we  flatter  ourselves  that  by  prudent  meaaurea  it  is 
possible  to  avoid  it.  But  if,  as  seems  the  inclination  of  some,  all 
Indians,  without  distinction,  who  may  be  found  are  to  be  msssaersdi 
&  even  when  visiting  us  aa  Friends,  a  general  War  cannot  be  avoidady 
ft  we  fear  the  consequences  would  be  fieital  at  this  critical  time ;  but 
ahould  it  please  God  to  bless  us  with  Victory  to  overcome  our  British 
Enemies  on  the  Sea  Coast,  we  shall  have  it  in  our  power  to  take 
ample  satbfSftotion  of  our  Indian  Enemy.  In  the  Interimi  we  are 
humbly  of  opinion,  that  the  most  pacific  measures  with  liberal 
Presents,  if  in  our  power  to  make  them,  will  be  attended  with  much 

Eier  consequences  with  the  Savages  than  an  armed  force  can 
ice.  Nevertheless,  we  beg  leave  again  to  assure  your  Excet 
J  that  nothing  in  our  power  shall  be  wanting  to  promote  ft 
insure  success  to  the  Expedition  now  ordered  to  be  executed.  .But 
as  it  will  be  impossible  to  have  the  Men  raised  ft  armed  before  the 
first  day  of  June  next,  we  shall  have  sufficient  time  to  receive  your 
Sxeellency's  farther  instructions  on  that  head,  ft  we  shall  in  the 
Interim  tike  every  possible  precaution  to  prevent  Intelligence  readi- 
ing  the  Enemy  so  far  as  to  defeat  the  wise  intentions  of  Government. 

We  are  with  the  greatest  Respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obedient, 

ft  most  humble  Servants, 


Signed.  •) 


GEO.  MORGAN. 
JOHN  NBVILL. 


P.  S.  By  Lieu<  HoUibaok  who  left  the  Kenhawa  the*l71t%  all  ia 
quiet  there,  ft  no  Murders  or  Indian  Incursions  have  been  made 
into  the  Inhabitants,  that  we  have  heard  of,  since  last  December, 
when  one  man  was  kill'd  on  the  Indian  side  of  Ohio,  opposite  to 
the  Fort  at  Wheeling,  ft  one  taken  Prisoner — they  were  out  as  Spies. 

The  Coanty  Lieutenant  who  is  ordered  to  send  100  men  to  meet 
Cap.  Lynn  with  the  Powder,  is  at  a  loss  to  know  how  ht  to  proceed, 
or  where  S^  Louis,  on  the  Mississippi  is — there  being  one  place  of 
that  name  160  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Ohio,  ft  no  settlement  <r 
Fort  less  than  400  miles  below  the  Ohio — ^the  nearest  ia  »t  the 
Biyer  Arkansa. 

Directedf 

To  His  Excellency  Patrick  Henir,  Jun%  Esq%  Governor  of  the 
Common  Wealth  of  Virginia,  at  WiUiamsburgh. 
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SUPBBMB  EXECUTIYI  OOUKCIL  TO  JOSEPH  BjBXP,   1777. 

Philadelphia  Apnl  the  Ist^  1777. 
Sir, 

The  Supreme  Executive  Council  have  appointed  you  to  be  Chief 
Joatioe  of  this  State  and  as  the  affairs  of  it  require  immediate  atteii- 
doD|  I  have  it  in  charge  to  request  that  jou  will  return  to  Philadelphia 
ioimedialelyj  Your  aovioe;  and  assistance  is  greatly  wanted. 

I  am  with  great  respeqt 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant. 

T.  M.  Becf^, 

IXreetad, 
To  HoB^Ue  Joseph  Heed  Esq.^ 


00ir«RSB8  TO  SUPBEMB  EXEOUTIVB  GODKOIL,  17T7. 

Philada.  April  2d,  1777. 

GeDtMIII6ll| 

The  eneloeed  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Gen*  Washington,  containing 
the  Boet  important  intelligence,  I  am  commanded  by  Congress  to 
tnnsmit  to  you. 

Altho  from  this  Information,  the  Enemy  are  said  to  have  in  view 
an  attack  on  some  Part  of  Maryland,  yet  as  it  is  uncertain  where  they 
will  bend  their  Force,  it  is  highly  necessary  that  each  State,  and 
yours  in  particular,  should  make  every  Preparation  for  Defence.  I 
am  therefore  most  earnestly  to  entreat  you,  to  take  such  measures, 
as  in  your  Judgment,  will  be  most  effectual  to  counteract  the  Designs 
and  Plana  of  tne  Enemy,  should  their  Destination  be  against  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  which  is  by  no  means  improbable.  I  have 
tlw  Honour  to  W 

Gentlemen, 

your  most  obed*  & 

very  h'ble  Serv* 
JOHN  HANCOCK,  Preside 

Ob  Pnbliok  Saryioe. 

To  the  Hon'ble  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of 
Pleanaylvania,  Philadelphia. 

♦  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  XI.  p^l86, 196.  202.  249.  He  declined  it— "  Life 
fte.,  of  Pres*t  Beed,  ToL  1,  800." 

Vol.  v.— 13 
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Gm'h  Washingtoh  to  Congrhss,  1777. 

Head  Q'ra  Morris  Town  Mar.  31,  1777. 
Sir, 

Oap't  Deshield  of  Mr.  Baohannan's  ship  from  Baltimore  who  was 
taken  by  the  Enemy  and  carried  into  York  made  his  escape  from 
thence  on  Saturday  Evening.  He  informs  that  three  thousand  troops 
British  &  Hessians,  embarked  about  ten  days  ago  from  the  dty  & 
Staten  Island  on  board  Transports  which  were  laying  at  the  latter, 
when  he  came  away,  he  adds  that  the  Enemy  have  built  &  are  build- 
ing II  number  of  light  flat  bottomed  boats,  about  seventy  of  which 
were  fiuished.  Capt.  Deshield  says,  it  seemed  to  be  the  general  opin- 
ion &  conversation,  that  this  embarkation  was  for  Chesapeak-oay 
with  a  view  of  making  a  descent  on  the  Eastern  shore,  or  that  the 
troops  were  to  proceed  to  the  head  of  Elk,  taking  Annapolis  ft  Balti- 
more in  their  way,  there  were  some  who  thought  it  probable  they 
were  to  go  up  the  North  river,  and  attempt  the  Highland  fortifications. 
I  have  written  to  General's  M<>  Dougal  &  Clinton,  denring  them  to 
make  the  best  preiparations  that  ciroumstanoes  will  admit  or  for  their 
receptipn,  in  case  the  latter  should  be  their  object. 

Oapt.  Deshield  being  in  company  with  the  Captain  of  the  Packet 
boat  unknown  to  him,  heard  him  say  that  a  war  with  France  was 
much  expected  when  he  left  England  which  was  about  the  beginniog 
of  February. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

with  great  respect  Sir, 

Your  most  obed*  Serv^ 

GEO.  WASHINGTON. 


War  Office  to  Supreme  Executive  CouNcra^  1777.   . 

War  Office,  April  2d,  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

There  were  two  Women,  Sarah  0,Brien  ft  Abigail  M*>Kaj,  ex- 
amined before  the  Board  of  War*  &  committed  to  the  State  Prison 
as  accomplices  with  Molesworth  who  was  executed  for  traitoroa 
Practices.  These  Women  are  thought  by  the  Boaid  not  so  imme- 
diately the  objects  of  military  Power,  I  am  therefore  directed  to  in- 
form you  of  the  matter,  that  you  may  take  Order  for  their  tryal  by 
the  civil  .Authority  &  if  convicted  that  they  may  recieve  such  puniah- 

*  See  their  EzaminaUons,  p.  275.  277. 
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ment  as  erimes  of  00  blsok  a  Dye  entitle  them  to.  Tlie  examiDations 
of  the  Calprits  &  the  DepositioDs  of  the  Witnesses  are  in  the  Office 
&  if  70a  think  proper  Copies  will  be  furnished. 

I  hare  the  Honour  to  be 

Your  very  obed'  Serv* 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Sec'y. 

P.  S.  Yoa  will  perceive  by  the  Examination,  Deposition,  &  Con^^ 
fssnon  of  Molesworth,  there  are  several  persons  concerned  whom  yew 
will  no  doubt  take  measures  to  Secure  &  Bring  to  Justice. 

On  the  Servioe  of  the  United  States. 

Hlon'blB  the  Exeeutive  Council,  State  of  Pennsylfania.    . 


BUPBBHE  EXRCtJTIYB  COUNCIL  TO  SHERIFFS  AND  MaGIS- 

TBATKS  OF  BuCKS  COUNTT, 

In  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

Mrs.  Oalloway  is  apprehensive  of  receiving  some  insults  to  her 
person,  k  perhaps  Injury  to  her  effects  from  the  publick,  on  account 
of  the  base  conduct  of  Mr.  Gtilloway  towards  this  State  in  particu- 
lar :  the  House  of  Assembly  having  enacted  a  Law  for  the  punish- 
ment of  treason  and  misprision  of  treason,  this  Councel  are  of  (pinion 
that  no  steps  ought  to  be  taken  against  any  offender,  (except  in  ex- 
traordinary cases)  but  in  a  legal  manner  under  the  Laws  of  the 
commonwealth,  therefore  recommend  it  to  you  to  prevent  so  far  as 
in  your  power,  any  Insult  being  offered  to  Mrs.  Galloway,  and  the 
pnoliok  may  rest  assured  that  due  notice  will  be  taken  of  all  offend- 
ers against  the  peace  and  wel&re  of  this  State.* 

April  the  Second,  1777. 

Directed. 
To  the  High  Sheriffs  the  Magistrates  of  the  County  of  Bucks. 

*  Bee  Colon.  Reo.,  VoL  XI,  p.  190. 
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Board  of  War  to  Col.  Davis  and  Others,  17T7. 

PeniusjlTania  Board  of  'W$ar, 

Phflad*,  8*  April,  1777. 
Sir, 

We  stand  in  need  of  One  bundred  waggons,  at  least,  with  four 
horses  &  a  driver  each,  to  remove  Sundry  Stores  irom  this  Gitj  to 
the  West  mde  of  SehuUil ;  we  are  sensible  of  yoor  aetiyitj  &  leal  in 
the  serrice  of  yoor  Country ;  we  therefore  tdce  the  liberty  of  re- 
questing you  will  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this,  use  your  best 
endeavours  to  engage  as  many  Waggons  as  in  your  power,  and  aend 
them  down  to  Robert  Erwin,  Waggon  Master  General  in  this  City. 
You  will  please  to  order  them  down  as  soon  as  engaged,  sna  not 
wait  for  any  large  number  being  collected  together.  They  are  to 
bring  with  them  their  own  Provinder,  as  it  will  be  very  difficult  to 
procure  it  here.  Each  Wag'  will  be  paid  30  <  ^  day,  from  the 
time  they  leave  their  respective  homes  until  they  return  home. — 
There  is  reason  to  believe  the  Enemy  will  make  a  push  for  this  City 
by  Land  &  water  very  soon,  and  as  wo  have  great  q'tity*  of  valuable 
Stores  here,  prudenoe  directs  that  we  shoiUa  get  them  out  of  the 
reach  of  their  Shipping.  You  will  please  to  inform  us  from  time 
to  time  of  vour  proceedings — a  proper  compensation  you  may  be 
assured  will  be  allowed  to  you  for  your  Trouble. 

By  Order  of  the  Board, 

Sign'd^    OWEN  BIDDLE,  Chairman. 

To  Colonel  Caleb  Davis^  Chester  Co^.  « 

M**  JUathaw  Brooks, 

Near  Cel.  Bull's,  Philad«  County. 
JUajor  Evans,  near  Uie  Yellow  Springs, 

Chester  County. 
OoL  W».  J>sweeS|  at  the  Valley  Forge, 

Cheater  County. 
M'  Isaac  Webb,  at  Mill  Town,  Dowing  Town, 

Chester  County. 
Col.  Caleb  Davis,  Chester  Co. 
M'  Rob*  Lettis  Hooper,  near  Easton. 
CoL  W"'  Bean,  Horsham. 
Gap*  McCidla,  4  miles  above  Bogarts,  Bucks. 
W"*.  Clinging,  Esq',  near  the  eign  of  the  Waggon,  Lan'  Road. 
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Navt  Board  to  Supreme  ExEcutiVB  Council,  1777. 

State  Navy  Board,  April  5, 1777-     ' 
Gentlemen, 

The  following  persons  are  reoommended  to  yoor  Honors,  for  Vtm 
Gomminbns  opposite  their  respeetire  Names. 

Bj  order  of  the  Board, 

WM.  BBADFOKI>»  Chairman.. 

To 

The  Honofable  The  Supreme  Exeoutive  Coanoil  of  Uie  Oommoii* 
wsakh  of  Pennajlvania. 


■   I     ■  ■■  I 


Yxflsns. 


Fire  Stoop  Etna, 
Fire  Brig  Ynlcatio, 
Fife  ship  Stromhtuo, 
Arnold  Batter  J, 

JulDDgaam, 

Thnnder  Quart}  Boat, 


Dragon  Guard  Boat,    Captain, 


Lyon  Goaid  Boat, 
Bflsoliition  ditto, 
Bepnlse      ditto, 
Argus        ditto. 
Viper  ditto, 

5th  April. 


QUALTTT. 


Captain, 
Lieutenant, 
Lieutenant, 
1**  Lieutenant, 
1**  Lieutenant, 
Captain, 


Captain, 
Captain, 
Captain, 
Captaio, 
Captain, 


Namxs. 


MWi«H*^^ 


WilHam  Clark, 
William  Rogers, 
James  MoKnight, 
Thomas  Fell, 
James  Kirk  Pktriek, 
FVanois  Gilbert, 
Benjamin  Thompson, 
Henry  Martin, 
WilUam  LyeH, 
John  Harrison,       • 
Nathaniel  Gait, 
Stephen  Beasly. 


Agreed  to,  (April  7, 1777), 


THO.  WHARTON,  Jan.,  Pres*. 


Commissions  dated  7th  April,  1777. — T.  M. 


9th  April. 
Brigantine  Convention 
Battery  Putnam, 


l«t  Lieu', 
2»*  LieuS 


Doug.  Spencer,  |  Com.   dated 
George  Myers, )  Ap.  9, 1777. 

T.  M. 

Dtreetedf 

To  The  Honorable  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  df  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania. 
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Gov.  LiviNasTON  to  Supreme  Exbcxttivb  Council,  1777. 

Borden  Town,  5**  April,  1777. 
Sir, 

One  Michael  Millingburg  a  Waggoner  in  Raj  Street  will  be 
clelivered  to  yon  with  this  Letter,  by  a  Guard  which  I  send  for  that 
purpose.  He  arrived  here  last  night  from  Sonth  Amboy  or  between 
that  place  and  Spotswood — He  brought  a  Sc'ottf  Gentleman  one 
Archibald  Campbell,  just  arrived  at  New  York  from  London,  &  who 
came  from  New  Fork  to  Amboy,  &  was  passing  on  as  he  says  to 
Maryland,  where  he  pretends  to  have  an  Estate,  &  which  he  left 
abont  two  years  ago  for  Scotland  for  the  Education  of  his  Children. 
He  came  from  New  York  intg  this  State  without  any  Flag,  ft  in§ 
proceeding  without  any  Pass  from  any  officer  of  the  United  States. 
Him  I  detain  till  I  hear  from  the  Maryland  Delegates,  to  whom  he 
pretends  to  be  known.  As  to  Millingburg,  he  carried  a  number  of 
Prisoners  from  Philadelphia,  taken  by  our  Cruisers,  (to  the  EnemyJ 
who  showed  him  no  Pass  nor  were  delivered  to  him  oy  any  Officer. 
He  brought  with  him  the  inclosed,  which  appears  to  be  a  Letter  fronr 
a  Hessian  Officer  with  the  Enemy  to  another  at  Philadelphia,  which 
Letter,  Millingburgh,  when  questioned  abont  it  attempted  to  throw 
into  the  fire.  I  believe  him  to  be  a  great  Rascal.  The  Letter, 
being  in  il  hand  illegible  to  me,  tho'  I  understand  enough  of  the 
lanffuage  for  that  purpose,  I  cannot  take  thd  meaning. 

I  fear  there  is  a  Continual  Correspondence  carried  on  with  the 
Enemy  by  the  way  of  South  Amboy,  by  the  means  of  this  Milling- 
burgh &  other  Stage  Waggoners  from  Philadelphia. 

lam, 

With  great  Respect, 

Sir, 

Your  most  humble  S't, 

WHi.  LIVINGSTON. 
Directedf 

To  the  Hon'ble  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadel- 
phia. 


J,  Morris,  Jr.  to  Supreme  Exbcutivb  Council,*  1777. 

Sirs, 

The  Laws  passed  at  the  last  Session  of  the  Assembly  are  in  the 
Press  and  will  be  speedily  published.  I  told  your  Secretary  that  if 
necessary  I  would  in  the  mean  time  make  out  Copies  for  the  use  of 
the  Council,  he  told  me  he  would  give  me  notice  whether  it  should 
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-be  done  or  not ;  and  I  have  not  heard  from  him  siDce ;  if  I  had,  U 
sh'  have  been  done  before  this  Time  :  However  I  will  this  moment 
set  about  a  Copy.     Interim  send  jou  the  Money  Bill. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Y'  most  Obed't  h'ble  Serv't, 

J,  MORRIS,  Jr. 

Apr.  5, 1777. 

Directed, 

Exoell'  Wm.  Wharton. 


John  Hubley  to  Supreme  Executive  Council,  1777, 
Bir, 

The  Pablic  Business  in  erecting  a  Powder  Magazine  and  other 
MiliUry  Store  Houses  at  Lancaster,  requires  my  imidhtte  attendance 
there,  and  as  most  of  my  Time  will  be  employed  in  the  ensuing 
Summer  in  that  Business,  it  will  be  out  of  my  Power  to  render  my 
Country  any  Service  in  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  this  State. 
I  therefore  resign  my  seat  in  Council,  and  pray  that  a  writ  may  be 
itfued  for  the  Election  of  a  Counsellor  for  Lancaster  County,  in  my 
stead. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  most  h'ble  Serv't, 

JOHN  HUBLEY. 

Philad-.  April  the  5»%  1777. 

Directed, 

To  hie  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jr..  Esq',  President  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


War  Office  to  Supreme  Executive  Council,  1777. 

Pennsylvania  War  Office,  Philadelphia;  April  5th,  1777. 

Sir,. 

The  last  sum  of  One  Hundred  Thousand  Dollars  borrowed  of  Con- 
gren  w  expended.  There  are  many  of  the  Troops  prevented  from 
mirching,  and  the  recruiting  and  other  public  Business  interrupted 
fcr  want  of  money.    We  do  therefore  request  the  Honorable  Execu- 
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tive  Council  would  supply  us  with  a  further  sum  of  Two  Hundred 
Thousand  Dollars. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Tour  £xcelleno/s  most  Humble  Serv't, 

By  Order  of  the  Board| 

OWEN  BIDDLE, 

Chairman. 

Directed, 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jun%  Esquire,  Predddlit  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council. 


Supreme  Executive  Council  to  Gov,  Livingston,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  haye  thelioiiour  to  receive  this  day  the  favour  of  yours  of  the 
2^  instanti — and  with  you  lament  the  great  difficulties  witit  which 
the  State  of  New  Jersey  have  had  to  straggle— and  anure  you  tiiat 
I  have  no  doubt  of  this  State  continuing  to  give  any  further  atolsfr- 
aUce  that  may  be  in  our  power. 

It  appears  on  further  enquiry  that  there  are  nine  other  prisonM 
in  the  Goal  of  this  city,  which  belong  to  the  State  of  New  Jeniff 
and  under  like  circumstances  with  those  to  be  sent  by  this  opportunity^ 
The  Council  have  therefore  determined  to  send  them  with  the  others 
— their  names  are  Joseph  Lawrence,  jun%  Aaron  Brewer,  Benjamin 
Wooley,  John  Swein,  Richard  Wilson,  Vincent  Swein,  Theodora 
Bottss,  (}eorge  Browd,  and  John  Mee. 

I  am  Sir 

Your  most  humble  servatit, 

T.  W. 
Philadelphia,  April  5,  1777. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  William  Livingston^  Esq%  Governor  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey. 
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CiBCULAB  TO  Lieutenants  op  Counties,  1777. 

Philadelphia  April  5,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  Intelligenoe  whith  the  Connoil  have  received  of  the  movemanis 
of  the  enemy,  renders  it  necessary  that  every  possible  means  be  used 
to  eany  the  Militia  Law  into  execation,  they  therefore  earnestly  re« 
qoM  that  yon  will  exert  yourself  for  this  purpose  with  unremitting 
attention,  that  the  service  of  the  Militia  may  be  had  on  the  motion 
of  the  enemy  this  may,  which  it  is  but  too  probable  may  be  the  oasis 
iHthin  a  few  days,  should  it  be  necessary  to  call  out  the  milftU  this 
Spring,  the  Council  expect  it  will  be  the  last  time,  as  they  are  sen- 
nble  it  ought  to  be  done  only  in  Gases  of  the  last  extremity,  and  we 
are  in  hopes  the  Continental  army  will  be  on  such  a  footing  thii 
summer  as  to  render  it  unnecessary  in  future. 

Directed, 
To  Lieatenants  of  the  several  Counties. 


Dk.  John  Connolly  to  Pres't  Whabton,  17^7. 

AprU  7th,  1777. 
Sir,       . 

I  herewith  transmit  your  fixeellency  the  Obligations  signed  bv  my 
Brother,  who  has  mistakenly  struck  out  the  words  k  severally  as 
judging  it  rendering  Him  liable  for  double  the  sum  whioh  His  had 
entered  into  in  the  last  Recognizance,  the  mistake  Tonr  Excellency 
will  observe  to  be  his,  from  his  letter  which  I  here  beff  leave  also  to 
send.  If  your  Excellency  k  the  Council  think  it  indispentobly  ne- 
eessary  to  have  these  words  inserted,  I  flatter  myself  it  will  not  prevent 
my  setting  out  from  hence ;  k  I  shall  have  another  of  the  nature  re- 
quired,  sent  down  by  the  first  opportunity.  I  hope  that  the  state  of 
niy  health,  k  past  sufferings  will  induce  your  Excellency  to  obnate 
any  objection  wluch  might  be  alleged,  in  consequence  of  his  mistake 
wul  greatly  add  to  the  civilities  already  received  from  your  Excel- 
koey. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Excellencv's  most  obed^  Serv*. 

JNO.  CONNOLtt. 

N.  B.  I  shall  engage  to  send  the  Bond  down  by  Express  in  any 
number  of  days  required,  if  judged  necessary. 

Direciedf 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq. 

«  See  Colon.  Bee.  VoL  XL  p.  196,  200. 

1ft* 
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Jambs  Ewinq  to  Dr,  John  Connolly,  1777. 

Sosqnehanna  Ap^  the  4^  1777. 
ly  Brother, 

I  have  signed  the  bond  aereeable  to  Law,  after  strikeing  out  iho 
Words,  (and  severally)  which  words,  would  make  the  security  dooUe 
what  I  entered  into  in  the  last  Recognisance.  I  cant  think  that  there 
was  any  intention  to  make  me  liable  for  the  whole  sum,  should  tok 
act  unworthily,  But  rather  conclude  as  them  words  ware  printed  lA 
he  Blank  that  they  escaped  the  Secretary's  notice. 

I  shall  expect  you  early  next  week,  Archy  says  he  will  be  in  Phila- 
delphia on  Sunday,  &  I  would  not  advise  you  to  stay  any  time  in 
Town  after  your  Release, 

I  am, 

D'  Brother 

affectionately  yours. 

JAMES  EWINO. 

Directed^ 

To  Dr.  John  Connolly  in  the  State  prison,  Phikda. 


Commission  to  F,  Phtle,  1777. 

In  the  Name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commoii- 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  tali  Commonwealth. 

To  Frederick  Phyle  of  the  city  of  PhiladelphU,  Esquire. 

We  Reposinff  especially  trust  and  confidence  in  your  integrity  and 
ability,  do  hereby  ap^int  you  to  be  Naval  Officer  for  the  port  and 
district  of  Philadelphia,  And  you  are  to  do  and  perform  all  and  eveij 
act  and  thing  which  according  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, to  the  office  and  duty  of  Naval  Officer  does  of  right  belong. 
And  all  officers  within  this  State  are  hereby  required  to  be  aiding  awl 
assisting  unto  you  in  the  execution  of  the  said  (Mfice. 

This.  Commission  to  continue  in  force  until  otherwise  ordered  by 
this  Council  and  no  longer^ 

Given  under  the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth  this  6th  day  of  April 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  ft  seventy  seven. 

the  name. 
♦  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  XL  p.  108. 
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Ep^riam  Blaine  to  Pres't,  Wharton,  1777, 

PbUada.  7th  April,  1777. 
Hon*  Sir, 

The  Difference  of  sentiment  which  prevails  in  Cumberland  County 

'  about  the  Constitution,  and  the  111  Judg'd  appointment  of  part  the 

Sob  Lieutenants,  are  my  Principle  reasons  for  not  Acoepting  for  the 

present,  the  Commission  your  Honor  and  the  council  were  pleased  to 

offinr  me  of  the  Lieutenancy,  I  shall  however  study  to  render  the 

Sblick  Every  service  in  my  power,  and  return  your  Honor  and  the 
nncil  thanks  for  your  verry  favourable  opinion  and  Friendly 
ofieTi  uid 

Am  Hon*  Sir 

Your  most  obed*  & 

Verry  Humble  Serv*. 

EPH.  BLAINE. 
Directed^  , 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton  Esquire  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  PhUada. 


Jacob  Morgan  to  Prksidbnt  Wharton,  1777 

Honoured  Sir, 

Tour  Order  of  the  4th  instant,  with  the  Pacquet  of  the  Melitia 
Act  by  George  Guilder  this  morning  I  receivcKi,  and  tho'  I  have 
been  these  two  Weeks  dangerously  ill,  and  thro'  Pain  and  Weakness 
of  Body,  am  Still  confin'd  to  my  Chamber  and  Bed,  utterly  unable 
to  move  personally  and  to  put  the  Melitia  Law  in  force. 

Bat  am  So  Sincerely  hearty  and  earnest  for  the  Common  Cause, 
That  I  have  immediately  Wrote  and  sent  to  the  Sub  lieutenants  of 
Berks  County,  whom  I  hope  and  trust  will  without  any  delay  put 
the  said  Melitia  Law  in  force.  And  as  soon  as  please  God  I  may 
recover,  shall  exert  my  utmost  Ability  in  doing  all  in  my  power  to 
•OQompKsh  the  same  according  to  your  Order  and  advise  on  the 
Lnportant  Cause. 

I  am,  Honoured  Sir  (tho'  weak  in  Body), 

with  Sincere  respects. 
Your  most  Obedient 
Humble  Servant, 

JACOB  MORGAN. 
Gaemaroon,  in  Berks,  aforesaid, ) 
the  8th  April,  1777.  J 

D\rtcte.df 

To  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire,  President  and  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  Melitia  and  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
By  Mr.  George  Guilder. 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  XI.  p.  208. 
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Copy,  General  Putnam  to  President  op  Congress,  1777, 

(Copy) 

Prinoetowo,  8  April,  1777. 
Sir, 

By  a  Light  horseman  jast  arrived  from  Cranbarj,  who  has  been 
at  South  Amboj,  I  have  the  following  intelligence. — That  there  are  a 
large  namber  of  ships  and  other  Vesseb  in  Amboj  harbour — that  he 
saw  6  or  700  Hessians  paraded  in  Amboj  and  saw  a  vessel  ladea 
with  troops  going  from  Brunswick  to  Amboj,  to  which  place  they 
are  transporting  down  Tin  boats)  all  their  births  and  oabbins,  and 
putting  them  on  board  tneir  ships. 

They  have  burnt  several  houses  and  taken  all  the  Boards  off  the 
Bams  at  the  Round  abouts,  they  have  continually  a  party  cutting 
and  hewing  Banging  Timber  which  (it's  probable)  is  to  make  plat- 
forms on  board  their  ships  for  the  convenienoy  of  transporting  their 
troops. 

Yesterday  about  6  or  700  of  the  Enemey  advanced  (with  4  Field 
pieces)  about  4  miles  on  this  road,  stripped  several  houses  and  bams 
of  all  the  boards,  and  retumed  before  it  was  possible  for  me  to  get 
any  intelligence  of  it.  Every  thing  both  in  Brunswick  and  Amboy 
has  the  appearance  of  moving  soon  somewhere  or  other,  they  plunder 
the  inhabitants  that  are  in  their  reach  of  every  thing  they  can  carry 
off,  without  giving  them  any  reward. 

Since  writing  tne  within,  I  have  received  a  Letter  from  Colonel 
Forman,  at  Monmouth,  dated  the  6th  April — extracts  from  which  I 
send  you. 

"  There  was  15  ships  came  from  Amboy  and  went  to  N.  York  on 
''  Wednesday  last,  and  on  Saturday  14  topsail  vessels  came  in  from 
*'  sea  and  went  up  to  New  York.  Yesterday  there  appeared  to  be  a 
<'  considerable  of  ships,  laying  in  the  Narrows,  but  the  weather  was 
*'  too  hazy  to  make  any  particular  discoveries.^' 

I  shall  keep  out  spies  continually,  and  give  you  the  earliest  intel- 
ligence of  every  movement  of  the  ennemy.  I  wish  that  the  troops 
in  Philadelphia  were  armed  and  accouter'd,  and  the  militia  ready  to 
turn  out  at  the  shortest  notice — for  by  their  movements  and  our 
intelligence  we  have  the  greatest  reason  to  think  that  Philadelphia 
b  their  greatest  object  at  present  in  view. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

your  ob^  humble  serrant, 

ISRAEL  PUTNAM.* 

*  See  Colon.  Rto.  VoL  XI.  p.  208. 
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PaasiDKNT  Wharton  to  Governok  Livingston,  1777. 
Sir, 

Mechleubar^  \b  safe  arrired  here  and  secured  in  Ooal^  and  enquiry 
will  be  made  into  his  oonduot,  whioh  has  in  other  instances  been 
in&mous. 

The  letter  jou  enclosed  is  in  the  hands  of  a  German  to  be  trans- 
lated ;  and  if  it  is  brought  in  time  will  inclose  a  copy  of  it.  ColL 
Coats  applied  to  the  Council  in  behalf  of  John  Norris,*  a  Son  of 
Wm.  Norris,  a  lad  of  about  15  years  of  age,  who  was  taken  with 
Major  Stockton,  and  is  now  in  our  Goal,  requesting  that  he  may  be 
liberated  on  the  Father's  engaging  to  see  him  forth  coming  when 
called  for — which,  in  eonsideration  of  the  lad's  youth/  tho  Council 
hare  agreed  to. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  Very  Hum^  Servant, 

THOMAS  WHARTON,  jun'. 
Philadelphia,  April  8, 1777. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency,  William  Livingston,  Esq.,  Governor  of  Stato 
of  New-Jersey. 


William  Atlee  to  Owen  Biddlb,  1777, 

» 

Lancaster  y«  9*^  Ap',  1777. 
Sir, 

Under  the  eare  of  Ulrick  Reeber  as  their  Waggon  Master,  I  have 
just  sent  off  Seventeen  Wagons,  with  four  Horses  &  a  driver  to  each. 
We  expect  a  great  number  more  to  day,  to  morrow,  &c.,  from  the 
parts  abont  &  above  Lancaster,  whom  we  shall  forward  under  proper 
conductors  with  all  expedition.  Those  who  go  from  below  the  Town, 
will  set  off  as  they  can  get  ready,  as  it  would  be  inconvenient,  and 
wasting  time  for  them  to  come  to  Lancaster ;  &  will,  we  imagine, 
have,  each  of  them,  a  certificate  from  the  Person  in  the  Township  to 
which  they  belong,  of  their  being  engaged  by  direction  of  the  Com* 
mitteo  for  this  Service. 

To  procure  the  Waggons  Expeditiously,  I  have,  by  direction  of 
Council,  sent  Circular  Letters  to  one  or  two  Persons  of  Reputation  in 
eyery  Township  in  the  County,  k  by  what  I  can  hear,  many  more 
than  the  number  mentioned  in  your  Letter  will  turn  out  We  would 
have  fixed  the  Quotas  for  the  different  Townships,  but  as  the  Q'  M' 
here  mentioned  to  us,  that  he'had  orders  to  procure  at  least  a  thous- 
uid,  we  gave  general  directions  to  forward  all  that  cou'd  be  got ;  as 

*  See  Coin.  Ree.,  VoL  XI,  p.  201. 
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70u'l  see  by  the  Copy  of  our  Letter  inclosed ;  in  doing  whicliy  we 
hope  we  have  not  done  amiss,  as  by  that  means  we  shall  make  up 
the  number  required  of  us,  &  at  the  same  time  give  him  asaistanoe. 
The  owners  of  the  Teams  request  of  the  Committee,  and.  expect 
ihat  they  are  .to  reoeife  their  pay  at  Lancaster;  k  I  have  prommd 
them  that  I  wou'd  write  to  the  Board  of  War  ft  request  liiat  Oaak 
may  be  sent  np  here  for  that  purpose.  Those  Teams,  which  have 
heretofore  been  employed  in  the  publick  senrice,  at  the  reqoeBt  of  the 
Committee,  have  been  paid  off  by  us,  &  they  are  the  more  ready  to 
torn  out,  in  expectation  of  getting  their  pay  from  us. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed^  Serv*, 

WILLIAM  ATTLEB. 

Dtrectedf 

To  Owen  Biddle,  Esquire,  Chairman  *of  the  Board  of  War  of 
Pennsylvania. 

^  Ulrick  Beber,  Waggon  Master,  with  17  Waggons. 


Advertisbment  for  Wa«jons  jf(  Lancaster    Co.,  1777. 

In  Committee  For  Lancaster  County,  April  6, 1777. 
Sir, 

By  Express  this  Day  from  the  Board  of  War,  we  are  informed 
that  there? is  every  B,eason  to  believe  the  Enemy  intend  an  Attack 
on  Philadelphia ;  and  it  is  probable  are  now  or  will  very  shortly  be 
in  motion.  As  there  are  great  Quantities  of  very  valuable  Stores  in 
the  City,  which  Prudence  directs  should  immediately.be  removed: 
We  are  requested  by  the  Board,  with  all  Expedition,  to  send  down 
Waggons,  to  assist  in  the  Eemoval  of  them  this  Way. 

Some  hundreds  of  Waggons,  with  four  Horses  and  a  Driver  to 
each,  are  immediately  wanted  for  this  Service  to  whom  we  are 
directed  to  mention,  That  Thirty  Shillings  per  Day  will  be  given, 
from  the  Day  they  leave  their  respective  Homes,  until  they  return  to 
the  same,  while  in  Service,  allowing  a  reasonable  Time  for  coming 
and  going.' 

We  therefore  request  you  will  immediately,  on  Beceipt  of  this 
exert  yourself  in  your  Township  and  Neighbourhood,  and  by  every 
means  in  your  Power,  procure  as  many  Waggons  as  can  possibly  be 
had,  to  go  OQ  this  necessary  Service.     , 

We  hope  the  Inhabitants  will  turn  out  in  this  Service  with  Chear- 
fulness,  tho'  we  are  sensible^of  the  Inconveniences  it  will  be  to  many 
at  this  Season,  when  their  Farms  require  their  immediate  Attention ; 
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but  Waggons  must  be  had,  and  that  without  Delay,  and  if  they  can- 
not be  had  by  PerBoasion,  Compulsion  will  be  used,  and  Parties  of 
armed  men  will  be  detached  to  the  different  Parts  to  impress  them. 

Wa  eonjfure  you  to  use  no  Delay,  and  beg  you  will  give  a  Certifi- 
eafte  to  such  Waggoners  as  you  engage,  desiring  them  to  carry  down 
their  Froyender.  Of  such  Persons  as-refuse  going,  yon  are  to  tdc# 
an  Aeeount  of  their  Names,  and  send  the  same  to  us  with  the  great- 
eat  Expedition.  The  Board  of  War  has  been  pleased  to  mention 
that  a  proper  Compensation  will  be  allowed  to  you  for  your  Seryices 
on  this  Occasion. 

Yon  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  us  with  an  account  of  the  Waggons 
jou  engage  at  our  Request  for  this  Service,  with  the  names  of  the 
Owners  of  the  Teams,  and  the  Time  of  their  leaving  Home,  to  prt>- 
ceed  on  their  Journey. 

We  rely  greatly  on  your  Assiduity  and  Attachment  to  the  virtuous 
Cause  we  are  engaged  in,  and  are, 

Sir, 

Your  most  obed.  humb.  Servts. 

By  Order  of  the  Committee, 

W.  A.,  Ch'n. 
Directed. 

To  A.  B.  &  C.  D.,  of  Township . 


Offices  for  appointment,  1777. 

(Say  a  Brig»,  T.  M.) 

Convention,    Ist  Lieut.    Douglass  Spenoe. 
Battery,    Putnam,         2d  Lieut.     George  Myers. 

Baoommended  to  the  Hble  Conncill  for  the  above  appointments. 

By  order  of  the  board. 

WM.  BRADFORD,  Chairman.* 
Sute  Navy  board,  9  April,  1777. 

Agireed  to — ^Paymaster  of  the  Penna.  Fleet  to  be  allowed  Captain's 
(Commissions  dated  9th  April,  1776.) 

*  See  Col.  Eeo.,  vol.  xi.,  p.  202. 
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BES0LX7TI05  09  CONOKSBS,  177T. 

In  Congress,  April  10, 1777. 

Besolved,  That  a  camp  be  immediately  formed  on  the  western 
side  of  Delaware,  to  which  the  oondnental  troops  now  in  Philadel- 
phia and  on  their  march  from  the  southward  and  westward  ahall  bo 
ordered  to  repur  with  all  expedition. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Supreme  executive  counool  of  the; 
commonwealth  of  Pensjlvania,  to  put  not  less  than  three  thousand 
of  the  militia  of  that  state  in  readiness  to  march  to  the  oamp  before 
mentioned  on  the  shortest  notice. 

That  proper  officers  be  immediately  dispatched  to  enquire  into 
the  number  and  condition  of  the  troops  at  AnnapoliS|  and  between 
that  city  &  Philadelphia,  and  to  hasten  the  march  of  such  as  are  fit 
for  service. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Col.  John  Bull  to  Prbs.  Wharton,  1777. 
GenS 

By  Major  Farmer  I  Beceiv'd  your  order  of  Yesterday,  and  will 
Endeavour  to  furnish  Coll.  Proctor  with  forty  men  when  he  may 
Call  for  them.  At  the  same  time  think  I  should  be  wanting  in 
Duty  if  I  Did  not  Inform  your  Honour  what  I  Conceive  will  Be  the 
Consequence,  of  which  I  am  well  assur'd  you  must  in  a  Great  Mea- 
sure be  unacquainted.  The  Present  state  or  situation  of  your  Pen* 
sylvania  Bie^.  is  Singular;  they  are  not  oflEroer'd,  neither  are  thew 
officers  arranged,  nor  Can  that  be  Done  until  the  officers  are  ap- 
pointed ;  and  a  Great  number  of  the  Privates  are  Prisoners  upon 
Parole  (a  Circumstance  Perhaps  New) ;  these  men  think  they  ouj^t 
to  Be  Exempt  from  Duty  until  Believ'd,  &o.,  and  was  I  to  send 
them  they  would  Look  upon  themselves  Still  more  SepArated  tarn. 
V*  Bieg';  there  are  Jjikewise  a  Number  of  new  Becruita,  who  hat*' 
been  Enlisted  by  Officers  who  have  sinoe  Left  the  Biegt,  some  in 
Continental  Service  and  others  Besigned — those  Beoruits  think 
themselves  agriev'd  by  being  Draughted  from  those  Gentkmen  who 
Enlisted  them  and  Put  under  Strangers.  And  a  General  Jealousy 
Did  Prevail  among  y«  Whole,  which  was  that  they  Should  Be  Kept 
here  ac  Work  for  a  Time  until  the  works  were  Nearly  Compleaty 
and  then  Sent  Elsewhere,  and  Believ'd  by  Troops  who  have  not 
Labour'd  for. their  own  Defence.    These  Difficulties,  &o.,  (whioh 
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woold  not  sabsist  m  Reigts.  in  Common)  I  have  been  Endeavonring 
to  obTiate,  and  bad  hopes  of  soon  having  those  from  Camp  and  the 
whole  together,  the  officers  appointed,  the  Arrangement  made,  and 
cf  Course  being  in  a  more  Regular  State.  The  Consequences  in 
taking  Hhem  s  Small  Distance  or  for  a  short  time,  may  be  the  same 
to  their  IMsorderly  Reasoning,  and  (with  Submission)  I  think  would 
if  Possible  be  Best  avoided.  If  the  Honourable  Bord  upon  Consid- 
ering the  facts  which  I  have  Endeavoured  strictly  to  state,  should 
be  of  the  same  opp\nion,  they  will  Counter  Order  their  seperation^ 
wlneh  will  be  a  means  of  Keeping  alive  the  Little  Harmony  I  am 
BndeaYOuring  to  Cultivate,  and  Give  Springs  to  our  Great  under* 
triuBg  in  Carrying  on  y*  works. 

I  am,  Gent% 

with  Due  Submision  to  your  Comands, 

Your  Verry  Hu'bl  Servt., 

JNO.  BULL. 

P.  8. — there  are  but  about  fifty  Jersey  Malitia  at  this  Place^  a 
Circumstance^  Perhaps^  which  you  were  not  Informed  of. 

BiUingsport,  April  y*  llth,  1777. 

DirecUdf 
To  the  Hon*  Pennsylvania  Board  of  War. 


SupRBMH  Executive  Council  to  Genl.  Potter,  1777, 

Philadelphia^  AprU  18^  1777. 
Sir, 

His  Ezeelleney  the  President  commands  me  to  acquaint  you  that 
tiie  intelligence  which  has  been  received  leaves  little  room  to  doubt 
of  the  enemy's  intention  of  making  an  attempt  to  gain  possession 
of  Philadelphia.  As  you  are  appointed  by  the  President  &  Council 
one  of  the  Brigadier  Generals  of  the  Militia,  and  as  Genl.  Cadwal- 
lader  is  not  here,  &  Genl.  Meredith  is  unwell,  your  services  in  that 
important  office  is  become  immediately  necessary  here,  General 
Armstrong  alone  being  on  the  Spot  to  act  at  this  important  juncture. 
There  are  several  Frigates  now  within  our  Bay,  and  the  enemy  are 
expected  to  be  in  motion  by  land  within  a  very  few  days.  You  ard 
therefore  requested  to  be  in  Philadelphia  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  hftve  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respeot. 

Your  most  obedient^  humble  Ser% 

T.  M.,  See^. 
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Col.  John  Bull  to  Pebsidbnt  Whakton,  1777, 

Sir: 

I  was  this  Daj  favonr'd  with  your  Intoligenoe  of  y*  9th  by  CoU 
Hattlaoky  RespectiDg  the  motioos  of  the  Enemy,  and  shall  Pay  Im- 
mediate Attention  to  yonr  Ex'ency's  orders  in  Arming  the  men. 
Which,  While  in  Garrison  at  Billingsporty  will  only  be  nnder  my 
Oomand. 

In  answer  to  the  Colls.  Yerry  Proper  Question  in  asldng  what  I 
think  of  the  Enemy  Marching  through  Allentown,  Croswix,  Mount 
Holly,  Haddcnfield,  &o.,  to  attack  our  fort,  I  will  not  pretend  to 
say,  But,  Sir,  I  think  I  should  be  much  Happier  had  I  the  Comand 
of  the  men  Now  here  when  out  of  the  fort,  as  well  as  while  in ;  I 
should  then  be  able  to  Do  more,  and  I  think  could  with  one  Brigade 
Prevent  them.  But,  Sir,  when  I  am  out  of  the  Fortification  my 
Command  is  at  an  End ;  I  have  by  my  Present  Comision  Neither 
Cent*  or  Provintial  Comand  out  of  those  Lines. 

Should  it  be  thought  advisable  upon  the  approach  of  the  Enemy 
to  Send  any  of  the  Country  Malitea  from  our  State,  had  I  it  in  my 
Power  to  Comand  the  Proper  Passes,  Should  give  the  Enemy  maoh 
Trouble  before  they  Performed  the  Rout  above  mention'd;  onr 
works  are  going  on  with  as  much  Dispatch  as  Possible  with  our 
small  number,  but  one  Company  of  Jersey  malitia  are  with  •  tu  : 
many  would  Rather  Come  than  go  to  Camp  was  they  ordered.  I 
Submit  to  your  Ex'enoy  the  Laying  this  Before  Council,  bnt  should 
be  glad  they  were  acquainted  with  my  strength  and  situation. 

I  have  the  Honour,  with  Due  Respect  to  be 

Tour  Exeleno/s  Ob'd»  Hub*  Senr*, 

JNO.  BULL. 
Billingsport^  April  13th^  1777. 

Directed^ 
His  Exelenoy,  Thomas  Wharton,  Preside  &  Comander  in  Chtof  of 

Pensylvania. 


BoABD  OF  Wab  to  Boabd  OP  War  op  Pbnna,  1777. 

War  Office,  April  14%  1777. 

Gentlemen,  ^ 

The  Board  of  War  have  considered  yoor  Letter  on  the  subjeot'of 
Prisoners  of  War  in  this  City,  &  are  of  Opinion  the  Continental 
Prisoners  of  War  should  be  immediately  removed  to  Lancaster, 
General  Schuyler  will  fumbh  a  guard  if  a  Militia  Escort  cannot  be 
had^  tho'  the  latter  will  be  more  digible  as  there  are  few  Continental 
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Troops  in  the  City.  Yoa  will  be  pleased  to  distingaish  between 
such  as  are  confiDod  as  Prisoners  of  War  and  those  charged  as  Tories 
or  Traitors.  This  Board  Have  only  the  Direction  of  the  former  and 
desire  your  assistance  in  getting  them  conveyed  away. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Your  very  obed  Serv*, 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Secy. 

DireeUdj 

Hon*  Pennsyv^  Board  of  War,  A  War  Office. 


The  Bbmonstranob  of  tub  Council  &  Gbnebal  Assbmblt 
OF  Pbnnsltyania  to  Congress,  1777. 

To  the  Honourable  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
In  the  most  respectful  manner  sheweth, — 

That  the  Council  &  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  have  received  in- 
telligenee  which  strikes  them  with  surprize  &  Orief.  They  under- 
stand, that  the  Continental  Ariny  is  upon  the  point  of  withdrawing 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  City  of  Phila,  &  to  leave  a  great  part 
of  this  State  &  New  Jersey,  open  to  the  incursions  of  a  cruel  Enemy. 
Against  this  measure  they  remonstrate  in  the  most  strenuous  man- 
ner, as  big  with  evils  of  the  most  horrid  nature,  if  not  with  Ruin  j 
for  the  reasons  which  follow. 

They  forsee  from  hence  the  full  supply  of  the  Enemy  with  provi- 
sions, and  the  consequent  distress  of  our  Army  or  a  famine  among 
the  inhabitants. 

They  most  painfully  contemplate  scenes  of  plunder,  devastation  & 
eruelty  on  the  people  within  the  Enem/s  reach,  &  the  compleat  ruin 
of  those  who  have  exerted  themselves  in  their  Country^s  cause. 

They  deduce  from  these  consequences,  the  loss  of  reputation  to 
our  cause,  the  impraticability  of  recruiting  the  Battalion  of  this 
State,  of  raising  taxes  in  the  for  peater  part,  if  in  any  of  it,  so  neces- 
sary in  our  opinion  &  so  strongly  recommended  by  Congress;  and  the 
utter  debility  of  govemment^Xo  every  purpose  military  &  civil ;  the 
final  and  total  discredit  of  Continental  money ;  and  every  other  mis- 
ehief  that  invasion,  &  want  of  provision,  &  want  of  protection  can 
introduce;  such  as  desertion  from  our  cause,  and  submission  to  the 
Enemy. 

They  think  it  very  probable,  that  by  their  laying  open  the  country, 
the  enemy  will  be  enabled  to  levy  soldiers  in  great  numbers  of  their 
numerous  adherents  amons  us,  &  from  the  effects  of  force,  fear,  & 
distress,  of  the  friends  of  the  American  cause. 

They  cannot  but  suggest  this  fear  that  the  Continental  Army  can- 
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toned  abont  tlie  Country,  will  be  weakened  by  the  absenoe  of  oftoergi 
ft  that  privates  will  be  let  go  on  fnrlows,  from  which  many  will  not 
return ;  and  that  moreover  when  thus  weakened  in  an  extended  dis- 
tribution they  will  be  extremely  liable  to  be  cut  off  by  the  Enemy, 
who  will  remain  in  a  body  in  the  Oity ;  unless  indeed  the  Continental 
Army  should  take  their  quarters  very  remote  from  danger,  &  leave 
the  Country  wholly  uncovered. 

Besides  were  it  possible  to  draw  out  Corps  of  Militia,  adequate  to 
the  service,  they  would  prevent  all  recruiting.  But  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  Pennsylvania  is  now  exerting  itself  to  the  utmost,  in  every 
direction,  and  that  vast  supplies  of  all  kinds  for  the  army  have  been 
drawn  and  are  daily  drawing  from  it,  that  our  Tradesmen  are  en- 
gaged in  the  publick  service  in  their  several  callings,  that  our  Far- 
mers are  called  upon  for  immense  supplies  of  grain,  &o.,  which  it  is 
extremely  difficult  to  find  labourers  sufficient  to  thresh  out,  that  our 
Militia  which  eonnst  of  those  Farmers  and  Tradesmen,  called  by 
Congress  and  by  the  General,  have  been  long  in  the  Field,  and  that 
at  the  same  time  continual  and  the  most  pressing  application  is 
made,  by  the  direction  of  almost  every  department  of  the  Army,  for 
exemptions  from  Military  duty  for  our  Tradesmen,  who,  it  is  said  are 
extremely  wanted,  this  will  be  found  impracticable  as  they  cannot  act 
ip  both  capacities  at  the  same  time. 

Inattentive  observers,  are  representing  this  State  as  not  doing  its 
proportion  of  service  in  the  common  cause,  Congress  will  see  our 
real  situation. 

The  Legislature  of  this  State,  sincerely  disposed  to  do  every  thing 
in  their  power  to  raise  the  supplies  required  by  Congress  for  the 
support  of  the  War,  are  taking  the  most  effectual  measures  for  this 
trurpose.  But  they  would  be  greatly  wantine  in  their  duty  to  the 
United  States  in  general  and  to  the  people  whom  they  represent  hi 
Pennsylvania,  if  they  neglected  to  inform  Congress  that  there  can- 
not remain  a  hope  of  effecting  this  necessary  measure  if  the  State 
AnH  be  exposed  to  the  depredations  of  the  Enemy  during  the  winter. 

Confiding  in  the  wisdom  and  paternal  care  of  UoUgress  we  lay  ottt 
apprehensions  before  you,  earnestlv  entreating  an  immediate  atten- 
tion to  our  distressed  situation,  and  that  you  will  afford  us  suclr  pro- 
tection as  to  save  us  from  the  impelling  destruction. 

The  Council  and  General  Assembly  are  sensible  of  the  hardshi]^ 
of  a  Winter  campaign  and  are  willing  to  do  every  thinjg  in  theuf 
power  to  make  them  tolerable,  and  they  beg  leave  to  oroerve  that 
the  great  number  of  families  which  have  fled  from  the  city  hav^  filled 
the  Several  towns  so  full  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  any  considch 
rable  number  of  Soldiers  to  be  quartered  in  them.  This  they  con- 
ceive will  make  it  indispensibly  necessary  for  them  to  hire^  which 
may  be  effected  in  such  places  as  will  keep  the  army  together^  and  at 
the  same  time  coter  the  country. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1777.  809 

Hon.  Jnq.  McKjcnly  to  Prbs.  Whaeton,  1777. 

Wilmington,  14th  April,  1777. 

On  the  22d  Ult,  I  enclosed  to  your  Excellency  a  blank  obligation 
to  be  filled  up  and  subscribed  by  those  Persons  belonging  to  this 
State  who  were  confined  to  the  (>oal  in  your  City,  &  such  Sureties 
as  you  should  think  sufficient  to  answer  the  penalty  thereof,  if  the 
same  has  been  accordingly  executed  I  request  that  you  would  send  it 
to  me  by  the  Bearer  M'.  James  Adams,  &  thereby  oblige, 

Sir, 

Y'  yciy  hum  Servt, 

JNO.  McKINIiY. 
J)ireeiedf 

To  His  Exellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President  &  Commander 
im  Chief  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

^  Ur.  JameB  Adams, 


Resolutions  of  Gonqbess,  1777. 

In  Congress,  April  14, 1777. 
Besolyed, 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Executive  Powers  of  each  of  (he 
United  States  to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  all  Officers  on  the  re- 
eruiting  service  within  them  respectively;  to  remove  all  suoh  m 
belong  to  the  Battalions  of  their  respective  ^notasy  who  have  neg- 
leetea  their  duty  or  abused  the  trust  reposed  m  them,  and  shall  be 
fbond  within  their  respective  jurisdiction,  and  to  fill  up  all  vaoanoies 
wkion  may  happen  by  such  removals ;  to  transmit  to  Congress  all 
nch  testimony  as  shall  be  taken  against  any  Officer  or  Officers,  who 
may  have  marched  or  removed  from  the  State  to  whose  Battalions 
lie  or  they  belong :  and  against  any  Officer  or  Officers  belonging  to 
the  quota  of  another  State,  who  may  have  been  guilty  of  neglect  or 
misbehavior  in  the  State  where  the  inquiry  shall  be  made. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  Executive  Powers  to  procure 
exact  letonia  of  the  Continental  Troops  in  each  State  and  transmit 
the  same  to  Congress  without  delay,  and  all  Officers  and  Soldiers  of 
the  Continental  Army  are  hereby  required  to  pay  the  strictest  regard 
to  the  orders  of  the  Executive  Powers  of  the  several  States  touching 
the  aforesaid  premises. 

That  the  Executive  Power  of  each  State  be  authorised  and  im- 
powered  to  order  such  Officers  as  they  shall  judge  proper  from  the 
lespectiye  Battalions  and  Companies  of  their  respective  quotas,  to 
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remain  within  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  inlisting  and 
collecting  the  recruits  which  may  be  furnished  under  the  aboye 
recommended  regulations,  and  to  convey  the  same  to  the  Battalions 
and  Companies  to  which  they  shall  belong,  such  Officers  to  be  under 
the  direction  of  such  Executive  Powers  respectively. 


In  Congress,  April  14, 1777. 

Whereas  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  is  threatened  with  an  imme- 
diate invasion ;  and,  from  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislative  and 
Executive  Authorities  of  the  Commonwealth,  it  is  impracticable  to 
carry  into  immediate  execution  many  measures  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance, not  only  to  the  safety  of  this  Commonwealth,  but  likewise 
to  the  general  welfare  of  the  United  States. 

Besoived,  That  it  is  the  indispensible  duty  of  Congress  to  wmteh 
over  all  matters,  (the  neglect  of  which,  may,  in  its  oonsequences, 
deeply  a£fect  the  welfare  of  the  United  States)  till  such  time  as  the 
Legislative  and  Executive  Authorities  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania,  can  resume  the  regular  exercise  of  their  different 
functions. 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Ex- 
ecutive Council  of  the  Common-Wealth  of  Pennsylvania,  be  requested 
forthwith  to  convene  the  Legislative  and  Executive  Authorities  of 
this  State,  in  order  that  proper  measures  may  be  pursued  for  the 
defence  of  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  .to  confer  with 
the  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  with  such  other 
Members  of  the  said  Council  as  can  be  convened  with  the  Board  of 
War  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  with  the  Delegates  of  the 
said  State  in  Congress,  concerning  the  mode  of  authority  which  they 
shall  conceive  most  eligible  to  be  exercised  during  the  recess  of  tho 
House  of  Assembly,  and  the  Council,  in  order  that  if  the  same  be 
approved  by  Congress  may  be  immediately  adopted. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Duer,  and  Mr.  B.  H. 
Lee. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secretary. 

*  See  Appendix,  p.  29. 
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In  Congressi  April  15. 

The  Committoe  appointed  by  Congress  on  the  14th  day  of  Aprils 

'te  confer  with  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Supreme  Execu- 

"ftive  Council  of  the  Common- Wealth  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Board  of 

"^ar  of  said  State,  and  the  Delegates  representing  the  same  in  Con- 

0688,  concerning  the  authority  whibh  should  be  deemed  eligible  to 

De  exercised  during  the  recess  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  report 

That  a  Conference  agreeable  to  the  order  of  Congress;  has  been 

lield,  when  the  following  Gentlemen  were  present : 

His  lizcellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jun.  Esquire,  President  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council. 

Board  of  War.     Owen  Biddle,  Esq.,  Chairman,  Joseph  Dean, 
Bichard  Bache,  John  Shee. 

Delegates  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congress.     Robert 
Morris,  James  Wilson,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Qeorge  Clymer,  Esquires. 
Committee  of  Congress.     Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  Mr.  Richard  H. 
Leei  Mr.  Daer. 

Iliat  it  appears  clearly  to  the  Members  in  conference,  that  the 
EieoatiTa  Authority  of  the  Common-Wealth  of  Pennsylvania  la 
incapable  of  any  exertion,  adequate  to  the  present  crisis,  and  that  it 
is  of  the  greatest  importance,  that  every  power  should  be  called 
forth  into  action,  which  may  conduce  to  the  safety  of  this  State, 
witli  which  the  Ubertiea  and  prosperity  of  the  whole  are  so  intimately 
ooDPoeted.  From  this  consideration,  and  at  the  particular  instance 
and  request  of  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  and 
Board  of  War  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  they  beg  leave  to  r&> 
oommend  the  followingresolutions  to  be  adopted  by  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council, 
of  the  Common- Wealth  of  Pennsylvania,  together  witji  as  many 
Members  of  said  Council  as  can  be  convened,  the  Board  of  War, 
and  (in  such  cases  as  relate  to  the  marine)  the  Navy  Board  of  said 
State  should,  in  the  present  critical  exigency  of  affairs,  exercise 
eveiT  authority  to  promote  the  safety  of  the  State,  till  such  time  as 
the  Legislative  and  Executive  Authorities  of  the  Common-Wealth  of 
Pennsylvania  can  be  convened. 

t  Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  earnestly  recommended  by 
Congress,  to  the  good  people  of  Pennsylvania,  chearfuUy  to  submit 
to  the  exertion  of  an  authority  which  is  indispensably  essential  to 
the  preservation  of  the  lives,  liberties  and  property  of  themselves, 
their  families,  and  posterity. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Continental  Forces 
in  this  city,  afford  every  possible  assistance  in  carrying  into  execu- 
tion all  such  measures  as  may  be  recommended  to  him  by  the  autho- 
rity above-mentioned. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  will  chearfnlly  co-operate  with  the 
authority  above-mentioned,  in  facilitating  every  measure  which  may 
be  deemed  conducive  to  the  safety  of  the  State. 
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Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  foregoing  report, 
Resolyed,  That  the  same  be  concurred  in,  and  that  the  resolatioDB 
proposed  be  agreed  to. 

Extract  from  the  Minutesi 

CHABLES  THOMSON,  Secreiaiy. 


Call  op  thb  Coukcil,  1777. 

Sir, 

By  the  enclosed  resolutions  yon  will  perceive  the  sentimeiits  of 
Oongreis  wHh  respect  to  the  necessity  of  as  many  members  of  the 
OottDoil  being  together  as  can  be  eon?ened.  Yet,  pressing  as  the 
times  are,  I  am  of  opinion  it  is  impractible  to  call  the  Conneil  so  as 
to  have  a  qnonim  much  earlier  than  the  time  to  which  it  stands 
adjonrned,  on  account  of  the  great  dbtance  at  whioh  several  of  the 
members  dwell,  and  have  conclnded  ndt  to  issne  orders  for  it.  Your 
advice  and  assistance  in  this  time  of  difficulty  will  be  of  singular  use, 
and  therefore^  as  well  as  in  conformity  with  the  said  resolutions  of 
Congress,  I  request  you  will  give  your  attendanoeas  soon  as  yoa 
can  by  any  means  make  it  convenient  so  to  do  before  the  time  to 
which  you  stand  adjourned. 

I  h%ve  the  honour  to  be 

with  the  greatest  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  h'mble  servant. 

Philadelphia,  April  15, 1777. 
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EuAS  BouDiKOT  TO  PRBSiDEiTr  Whaeton,  1777. 

Mty  it  please  ymir  Bzoelleney, 

Being  honored  with  the  appointment  of  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  of  America,  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary]  that  I  should  be.  immediately  provided  with  an 
woff  of  all  the  Expences  and  disbnrsments  of  the  different  States  in 
fiiTor  of  the  several  Prisoners  taken  from  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
in  order  that  the  accounts  may  be  ready  for  settlements  with  General 
Howe,  whenever  we  shall  be  called  on  for  thatpurpose.  I  am  there- 
ihre  Instructed  by  his  Excellency,  General  Washington,  to  beg  the 
fiivor  of  yonr  Excellency,  to  order  all  accounts  of  Expences  and 
disborsemente  (ta  well  those  that  have  already  been  paid  as  thoso 
which  are  yet  aue)  made  by  your  State,  in  favor  of  such  Prisoners, 
to  be  immediately  transmitted  to  mo  at  Head  Quarters,  with  the 
several  proper  authenticated  Vouchers  for  the  same.  I  must  also 
beg  a  veliini  of  auoh  Prisoners  as  are  at  present  in  your  State^  with 
the  partiealar  places  where  confined,  their  rank,  &a 

I  have  the  honor 

to  be  your  Excely's. 

most  Ob*  H'ble  Srvt., 

ELIAS  BOUDINOT. 
Morris  Town,  Aprill  17%  1777. 

On  the  pnblick  Service : — (Rec'd  24  April.) 

Dirededj 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esqr.,  President  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


COKMITTSB  OF  WESTMORELAND   Co.  TO  CoL.   MORGAH,  1777. 

Hanna's  Town,  April  18th,  1777. 
Sir, 

We  received  your's,  dated  the  12th  inst.,  informing  us  of  the 
iueursiona  made  by  the  Indians  on  our  Neighbouring  Frontiers, 
which  we  return  you  our  most  hearty  thanks.  Any  person  appointed 
for  victnalling  at  the  Eattanning  is  an  appointment  that's  not  clear 
to  OB — ^but  we  apprehend  Devcreux  Smith,  Esq',  i^  appointed  for 

foL.  v.— 14 
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that  Posty  which  appointment  we  approve  of,  &  would  be  glad  some 
method  ooold  be  introduced  to  famish  Mr.  Smith  with  money  for 
the  purpose  of  victualling  the  Troops  at  that  Post,  &c. 

The  Delawares  applying  to  you  for  Powder  &  Lead,  Ao.,  we  refer 
that  to  your  wisdom,  &  will  acquiesce  with  you  in  every  measure 
that  can  be  taken  to  preserve  the  peace  with  any  Tribe  or  Nations 
of  Indians,  on  whose  friendship  we  can  depend ;  and  we  are  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  adviseable  to  supply  them  with  ammanitioiiy 
&o.,  providing  that  confidence  &  trust  could  be  depended  in  them, 
which  we  look  upon  you  the  only  person  to  judge  in  that  matter,  & 
we  repose  confidence  in  your  wisdom  &  abilities  in  Indian  AfiUrs, 
we  shall  therefore  readily  concur  with  you  in  every  measure  that  yon 
may  recommend  for  the  safety  &  defence  of  this  Infant  Country. 

We  are  with  respect. 

Your  hum*  ■erv*^,' 

SAML.  SLOAN,  Cha*. 

JAMES  HAMILTON,  Clk. 
Signed  by  order  of  Committee  \ 
of  Westmoreland  County,     j 

Directed, 
To  Col.  George  Morgan,  agent  for  Indian  Affairs,  Pittsburgh. 
<'  Laid  before  the  Council  June  18, 1777/' 


COMMITTBK  TO  BOARD  OP  WaR,  1777. 

In  Committee :— - 

A  motion  being  made  that  there  is  an  absolute  necessity  of  an 
Embargo  to  be  la/d  on  all  the  Shipping  in  our  Harbour,  &  seconded, 
The  Committee  Voted  Unanimously  that  an  Embargo  is  necessary, 
and  Refer  the  same  to  y*  Hon^^  Board  of  War. 

,    ., ,«     '^  &B0.  GOODWIN. 

April  18, 1777. 

Directed^ 
To  Owen  Biddle,  Esqr.,  Chairman  Board  of  War. 
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GoL.  MoaoAN  Connor  to  Boakd  of  War,  1777. 

Head  QaarterS|  Morristown, 
19th  April,  in7. 
Sir, 

Lieat  Bobb  of  tbe  PeDnsjlvania  State  Reg^^  who  will  deliyer  joa 
tbia,  18  charged  with*  a  certain  Thomas  W.  Collins^  (a  State  prifioner) 
taken  op  some  time  aso,  and  confined  here  on  anspicion  of  being  one 
of  the  late  James  Moles  worth's  accomplishes. 

I  inclose  yon  a  paper  sent  by  the  above  Collins  to  His  j^zcellencj 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  bj  way  of  justification.  It  may  be  of 
aenrioe  to  compare  with  his  fnture  examination.  1/  Bobb  is  ordered 
to  Deliver  him  to  your  Board. 

I  am  with  great  respect. 

Sir,  Your  moat  obed^, 

humble  Senr^, 

MORG'N  CONNOR,  Ad.  Gen.  P.  T. 
On  public  Service. 

Directedf 

To  Owen  Riddle,  Esq'r,  President  of  the  Board  of  War,  of  iha: 
State  of  Pennsylv%  Philadelp*. 


Nicholas  Way  to  Owbn  Bibdls,  1777. 

To  Owen  Biddle  Esq'. 
Respected  Sir, 

In  obedience  to  y  request  this  will  acquaint  yon  of  some  West 
India  news  which  I  have  picked  up  from  a  very  honest  captain  be- 
longing to  this  place,  just  arriv'd  in  as  short  a  passage  from  Statia, 
be  passed  the  men  of  war  ft  made  a  snug  harbour  of  Morris  river,  he 
informs  that  two  large  frigates  the  Perseus  ft  Pearl  with  the  Roe- 
buck lay  off  the  mouth  of  Morriss  river  in  Cape  May  channel,  he  heard 
that  some  others  were  higher  up  the  Bay  at  a  place  called  the  Narrows 
probably  so  many  men  of  war  might  have  happened  on  this  station  by 
accident,  as  the  Roebuck,  Pearl,  rerseus  are  just  returned  from  An- 
tign  where  they  have  been  to  refit;  Gapt.  Bennet  says  they  sailed 
about  the  nne  time  he  did,  perhaps  with  an  expectation  that  Philad*' 
waa  impoeseBsion  of  the  HoweB^  a  prevailing  opinion  amongst  the 
torifiad  part  of  the  cveoles;  their  ships  are  said  to  be  very  thinl|r 

*  See  page  281. 
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manned  as  many  of  them  died  in  Antigua  of  a  malignant  fever,  the 
Capt.  of  the  Poarl  being  one  of  the  number,  Stveiml  pdvatoers  are 
fitted  at  Martinico  oheiflj  manned  with  Frenchmen,  Capt,  Munro  late 
of  Newcastle  who  oommands  one  a  sloop  of  ten  guns  &  Sixty  men, 
fifty  of  them  monsieurs  &  counts  &  marqnisses,  had  a  very  severe 
engagement  with  an  armed  Brigg  from  Whitehaven  to  Antigua,  at 
length  Capt.  Munro  boarded  her  with  great  spirit  5  one  of  the  Briggs 
orew  at  the  time  of  boarding  aim'd  a  stroke  intended  to  chop  of  the 
head  of  the  sloops  mate,  but  luckily  It  only  docked  him  of  his  club 
ft  made  a  slight  wound  in  his  neck,  by  the  bye  if  Absolams  fate  is 
an  instance  of  the  disadvantage,  this  may  prove  the  benefit  of  long 
hair,  the  Brigg  being  compelled  to  strike  was  carried  into  MarUnico. 
The  Privateer  iUttlesnake  has  taken  several  prizes,  among  others  a 
Ouinea  ship  with  500  slaves,  this  Rattlesnake  is  such  a  noted  runner 
that  she  is  said  to  be  a  terror  to  the  English  Islands. 

The  5th  Inst.,  ten  sail  of  transports  oontaining  report  said  1000 
troops  which  were  ^blown  ofif  our  coast  last  fall  appeared  in  sight  of 
Statia,  on  their  way  from  Antigua  to  New  York  with  a  schooner 
loaded  with  rum  oonvoy'd  by  the  Mermaid  Frigate.  In  a  few  days 
I  design  to  visit  the  ground  between  Christiana  &  the  Head  of  Elke, 
in  comp^  with  my  ingenious  friend,  I  hope  to  give  you  some  aeo't  of 
the  probability  of  this  usefuU  scheme  next  time  I  may  ha^e  tlie^ 
pbiasnre  to  see  you  at  Philada. 

In  the  meantime  believe 

me  to  be  with  the  greatest 

respect  Y'  F^ 

NICH.  WAY. 

Wilmington,  April  25th,  1777. 

Directed, 

To  Owen  Biddle  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 


John  Hampton  to  Me.  Stockton,  1777. 

SlittbeUh  Town,  April  20th,  1777. 


Mr.  SfcoektoD, 


*. 


Kot  the  least  doubting  you  would  be  willing  to  have  an  esdiaag^* 
of  your  preseQt  Situation,  1  tak^  this  Opportunily  to  UJarm  jov,  thai 
if  yon  know  of  any  friend  that  wiU  make  Interest  to  haw  yM 
oven^p,.  for  CapUin  Nathaniel  Fiti  Bandolph,  aow  a  Prisaner  iou 
Nbw  York,  I  have  not  the  least  Doubt  but  I  can  make  Interest  with 
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^toneial  WasbingtoD  to  have  the  exchange  immediately  agreed  to  on 
lui  ftati,  and  verj  aoon  brought  to  an  laaoe. 

Toor  anawer  by  the  Bearer, 

will  oblige  yonrs,  &o. 

JOHN  HAMPTON. 

DirtOed, 
To  Mr.  Richard  Stoekton;  now  a  Prisoner  in  Philadelphia. 


Bbsolutiohs  Of  CoMMiTTBB  OF  Safbiy^  1777* 

April  21, 17T7. 
Id  GommitteOy 

Voted  that  y  Committee  appointed  for  BuckS|  Philad*  &  Chester 
Conntj'a  be  required  imroediatelj  to  take  an  InYentinry  of  all  this 
Tlonr,  Wheat,  lije,  k  Indian  Com,  Oats,  Beef,  Pork,  Horsea^  Neat 
Cattle,  Sheep,  Hogs  &c.,  also  Wagons,  Carts  &o.,  with  every  other 
trticle  enumerated  in  the  instructions  of  the  Hon'bl  Board  of  War, 
k  make  a  speedj  return  thereof  to  this  Committee. 

That  the  Gentleman  appointed  by  the  Hon'bl  Board  of  War  in 
etoh  County  keeps  Copy's  of  the  said  returns  &  shall  have  it  in  oharge 
And  are  hereby  impowered  by  the  authority  delegated  to  us  that  on 
any  sudden  alarm,  or  any  order  from  the  Hon'bl  Board  of  War  or  this 
Committee,  that  they  make  application  to  any  officer  of  the  standing 
Army  of  die  United  States,  or  Commander  of  the  Militia  nearest 
at  band  to  fdrniah  them  with  a  party  of  Men  to  remove  off  the  afore- 
said Live  Stock,  Wagons,  Carts,  w^  ever^  article  that  might  be  use- 
full  to  the  enemy. 

By  order  of  Committee 

Indoned. — ''A  motion  of  the  Committee  of  '50.'^ 
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iDgtOD  to  have  the  exchange  immediatelj  agreed  to  on 
very  loon  bronght  to  an  iasne. 

uiBwer  by  the  Bearer, 

will  oblige  yonra,  &o. 

JOHN  HAMPTON. 

StodktoQ;  now  a  Prisoner  in  Philadelphia. 


iVnoNs  Of  CoMMiTTBE  OF  Safbiy^  1777. 

April  21, 17T7. 

Committee  appointed  for  BackS|  Philad*  &  Chester 
aired  immediatelj  to  take  an  InYentorv  of  all  the 
^jOi  &  Indian  Com,  Oats,  Beef,  Pork,  BorBea,  Neat 

HoiQi  &o.y  also  Wagons,  Carts  &o.,  with  every  other 
in  the  instrnctions  of  the  Hon'bl  Board  of  "Wari 

ly  letnm  thereof  to  this  Committee, 
itieman  appointed  by  the  Hon'bl  Board  of  War  in 
iM  Copy's  of  the  said  returns  &  shall  have  it  in  ohargo 
impowered  by  the  authority  delegated  to  ns  that  on 
I,  or  any  order  from  the  Hon'bl  Board  of  War  or  this 
they  make  applioation  to  any  officer  of  the  standing 
nited  States,  or  Commander  of  the  Militia  nearest 
ih  them  with  a  party  of  Men  to  remove  off  the  afore- 

J  Wagons,  Carts,  w^  every  article  that  might  be  use- 

By  order  of  Committta 
''A  motion  of  the  Committee  of  '50.'^ 
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A  List  of  Officers  of  thb  Pbnnstltakia  Statb  Regi- 

MBNT  of  FoOTy   WhO    WANT  COMMISSIONS^, 


Pen*  War  Office,  April  2l8t,  1777. 


Captains, 

No.  1  Patrick  AoderAOD, 

2  James  Marshall, 

8  John  Nice, 

4  Matthew  Scott, 

5  James  Francis  Moore, 

6  John  Spear, 
•   7  John  Clark, 

8  Robert  Gray, 

9  John  Robb, 
10  John  Carnagan, 

Vint  Lieutenants, 
No.  I  Joseph  Finlej, 

2  Thomas  Johniiton, 

8  Jacob  Mace, 

4  Thomas  Boyd, 

5  Joseph  Brownlee,  (deliver- 
ed himself  26  April,  1777., 

6  William  Moore, 

7  George  Haffner, 
.8  Jacob  Schneider, 


First  Lientenants, 

10  James  Wiley, 
Second  Lieutenants, 
No.  1  James  M* Michael, 
2  John  Gregg, 
8  Samuel  Henry, 

4  Ambrose  Craue, 

5  William  Harris, 

6  (Wm.)  M^Craken, 

7  John  Vanpelt, 
Ensigns, 
No.  1  Peter  Boyle, 

2  Robert  Gregg, 

3  James  Bickham,  deliyered 
himself  26  April,  1777,  T.  M. 

4  John  Parks, 

5  James  Dugan, 

6  Joseph  Collier, 

7  John  Vanwinckle, 

8  Patrick  Fullerton, 

9  Joseph  Gorman, 


9  George  Geiger, 
The  whole  Commissions  to  be  dated  April  18th,  1777. 

JACOB  S.  HOWELL,  Seorefetfy. 

Dtrectedf 

To  Timothy  Mailack,  Esq. 

Jndoned. — ^List  of  the  officers  of  Pennsylvania  State  Regiment. 
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Continental  Navy  Board,  to  State  Board  of  War,  1777. 

GknUemen, 

We  shall  be  much  Obliged  to  yon  to  lend  ns  seTenty,  two  pounds 
sbott  for  the  bearer,  Cap^  Albertson,  who  is  in  every  other  respect 
now  ready  for  Sea.  Be  assured  We  shall  take  Care  to  replace  them 
ms  soon  as  possible.    We  remain 

T'  most  h««  Serfs 

JOHN  NIXON. 
JOHN  WHARTON. 

Navy  Board,  April  22, 1777. 

Directed f 

To  the  Honourable  the  Board  of  War  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
Tania. 


Becommendations  oe  Committee,  1777. 

In  Committee, 

Recommended  by  this  Committee  that  no  Shallops  or  other  River 
Craft  be  permitted  to  depart  this  Port  having  on  Board  Provisions 
or  Merchandize,  without  a  permit  signM  by  some  Person  appointed 
for  that  purpose. 

That  the  Hon^'«  Board  of  War  be  requested  to  appoint  a  Commis- 
sary to  purchase  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants Barrels  of 

Flour  for  the  City,  which  stock  shall  be  constantly  kept  up. 

And  that  we  think  it  necessary  that  proper  persons  be  appointed 
to  Assize  all  the  Bread  Bak'd  in  this  City  for  Sale.  And  that  a 
Person  be  appointed  to  see  the  Same  put  into  execution. 

April  23,  1777. 


Resolution  op  Congress.  1777. 

In  Congress,  April  24, 1777. 

*  Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  President  of 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  and  the  Board  of  War  of  Pensylva- 
nia,  tocall  out  three  thousand  of  the  Militia  of  the  said  State  (exoln- 
sive  of  the  City  Militia,)  one  half  of  the  said  troops  to  rendezvous 
at  Chester,  on  the  DeUware,  and  the  other  half  at  Bristol ;  and  to 
order  the  city  Militia  to  eouip  themselves  with  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments and  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  at  a  moments  warning : 
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aod  that  the  said  President  and  Board  of  Wartake  measures  to  for- 
nbh  the  said  taroops  with  a  proper  train  of  artillery. 

Extract  from  the  minntes 

GHAS.  THOMSON,  Seo'iy. 


GovBRNOB  Livingston  to  Pbbsibbnt  Wharton,  177T. 

Borden  Town,  24th  April,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  send  yon  David  Walker  &  John  Carson,  two  Boots  belonging  to 
your  State,  part  of  a  Com2)any  I  sent  you  from  Haddonfield,  but 
oppehended  in  a  different  part  of  this  State,  &  carried  to  Philadel- 
phia since.  It  seems  they  were  sent  hither  from  Philadelphia  by 
mistake  with  a  number  of  Prisoners  there  confined  belonging  to  New 
Jersey.  The  company  these  prisoners  belonged  to  were  attempting 
to  go  to  New  York,  &  from  there,  as  they  pretend,  to  Scotland ;  & 
were  apprehended  near  Egg  Harbour.     I  am  with  great  Respect, 

Sir, 

your  most  humble  Senr't, 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Dtreeted. 

To  His  Bxoelleney  Thomas  Wharten,  Esq'r,  President  of  iibe 
Supreme  Ezecutive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  Philadelphia. 

Favored  by  Cap^  Yandike. 


Col.  Abm.  Labar  to  Board  op  War,  1777. 

Easton,  April  25th,  1777. 
Gent", 

I  have  sent  down  the  Bearer,  Lieu^  Deighman,  with  a  Pay  Roll 
for  Ibe  Guard  keept  at  the  Ferry  here,  and  a  Provision  Return 
drawn  up  according  to  the  Order  of  your  Board  of  the  8th  Instaqf, 
which  I  hope  will  be  allowed  and  the  Bearer  discharged  as  aoob  as 
possible.  I  have  continued  the  said  Guard  until  further  Orders 
from  yon.  I  am  now  promoted  to  the  Rank  of  Colonel  of  the  5th 
Battalion,  but  if  you  chuse  to  continue  the  Command  of  the  mM 
Guard  to  me  I  am  willing  to  serve;  or  otherwise  to  give  it  to  an- 
other Officer  as  you  shall  see  eause. 

Sometime  ago  by  Order  of  Col*  Irvine,  I  oolleeted  some  Water 
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Graft  on  tbe  Jersey  side  and  put  them  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Craig,  at  Durham  Ferry.  Mr.  Gralg  lately  acquainted  me  that  a 
certain  Joseph  Dunlap  and  Christopher  Tinsman,  who  live  in  Jersey, 
came  over  &  took  away  a  Flat  he  had  in  biscaie;  and  that  a  certain 
John  Dunlap,  who  also  lives  on  the  Jersey  side,  threatened  to  shoot 
said  Craig  if  he  would  offer  to  take  away  any  of  this  Crafts.  Yon 
can  make  enquiry  in  this  affair  and  give  such  Orders  therein  as  yoa 
shall  see  meet.     I  remain, 

Gent'n,  with  regard, 

your  most  Obed't  Serv^t, 

ABR.  LABAR;  Colo. 
Honble  Board  of  War. 

Dirededf 
To  The  Honble  Board  of  War,  Philadelphia. 

Fav'd  by  Lieut.  Deighman. 


Ordebs  to  Lieutenants  of  Counties,  1777. 

Sir, 

Agreeable  to  the  inclosed  resolve  of  Congress,  ft  with  the  advice 
of  the  Board  of  War,  I  have  determined  that  the  Counties  of  Phila- 
delphia, Bucks,  Cumberland  Berks,  and  Northampton,  send  their 
proportion  of  Militia  to  Bristol,  to  form  a  Camp  near  that  Burrough. 
The  Counties  of  Chester,  I^ncaster  and  YorK,  to  form  a  Camp  at 
or  near  Chester. 

Tour  county  is  to  furnish  five  hundred  men  to  be  marched  with 
as  many  arms  and  accoutrements  as  can  be  procured  in  the  County, 
immediately  to  Bristol — if  the  first  class  does  not  amount  to  that 
number,  the  second  class  also  are  to  march. 

You  are  to  procure  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  a  Blanket  for  each 
man,  which  are  to  remain  the  property  of  the  State.  Money  will  be 
sent  you  for  this  purpose ;  if  they  cannot  be  purchased  they  must 
be  impressed,  and  their  value  paid ;  this  is  to  be  done  in  a  way  that 
will  give  the  lease  offence. 

You  are  to  exert  yourself  to  the  utmost  to  comply  with  this  order 
with  all  possible  expedition,  as  the  enemy  are  preparing  to  make  au 
immediate  attack  on  this  State. 

Direetedf  • 

To  the  Lieutenants  of  the  Counties  of  Philad^  Chester,  Bucks, 

Lsnoastcr,  York,  Northumberknd,  Berks  &  Lancaster 

April  25, 1777. 

14* 
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John  Eirkbridb  to  Pkbsident  Wharton,  1777* 

BeUerae,  Badn  County,  i  after  8  o'Olook,  26^  Ap",  1777. 
Sir, 

Your  favdur  of  Yetterdayi  I  ibis  niDment  htd  the  Hon'  to  veeeive 
by  Bxprees ;  And  hare  the  pleasure  to  Acq'  your '  Hon'  that  tbe 
Militia  of  this  County  is  now  form'd,  and  I  expect  every  Hour  to 
receive  a  Compleat  He  turn  from  tbe  Several  Battalions  of  their 
Bank,  &o.,  whioh  I  shall  Immediately  transmit,  for  the  pnrpoee  of 
procur'g  Commissions. 

In  the  Intrem,  I  will  take  every  possible  measure  to  prepair  the 
first  Class  to  march  According  to  Order.  One  Class  amounts  to  459, 
Including  officers,  which  will  make  about  the  n*  demanded.  I  ex- 
pect, as  the  Lett  has  fiedlen,  to  have  a  Nom^  of  Substitutes,  to  find, 
snd  Consequently  a  Considerable  sum  of  money  will  be  wanted. 

If  money  shou'd  be  sent  me  for  the  payments  of  Blankits,  I  shou'd 
probably  want  £1000  for  Substitutes  &  other  Expends,  which  I 
have,  as  vet,  paid ;  and  should  be  glad  if  a  Trusty  hand  could  bring 
it  up  with  the  Other. 

I  flatter  myself  I  shall  be  able  to  get  chief,  if  not  all  my  propor- 
tion of  Militia,  at  the  plaoe  of  Rendevous  by  the  last  of  thb  Week ; 
And  the  Hon^*  President  may  be  well  asur'd  that  no  possible  care 
or  Vigilance  shall,  on  my  side,  be  wanting. 

I  am  Tour  Hon**  most  respeotftdl 

and  Obedient  Hum*  Scnr*, 

JO.  KIRKBRIDE. 
Directed, 

To  The  Honai"  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

By  Express. 


Jacob  Morgan  to  Prbbidknt  Whartobt,  1777* 

Beading,  April  27%  1777. 
Sir, 

Your  Bxeellency's  Letter  of  the  26^  Inst,  same  to  band  Yester- 
day about  6  o'clock  P.  M.,  at  Beading,  n^ere-myself  k  Sub  Lienten- 
anU  were  met  to  receive  Lists  or  Betums  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Berks, 
between  the  Ages-of  18  &  53  Years.  The  Number  retum'd  is  about 
4,000.  We  immediately  prooeeded  in  dividing  tbe  same  into  6  Dis- 
tricts, and  have  sent  oat  AdTertisements  for  the  Inhabitants  to  meet 
at  the  most  convenient  places  in  the  County,  on  the  5th  and  6th  oT 
May  next,  to  elect  field  Officers  &  form  themtelVes  into  Companys 
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&  Glasses  agieeable  to  Law.  It  would  be  iminraottoable  to  forwtrd 
the  Basiness  sooaer,  as  the  Oountj  is  so  very  eztensiye,  half  the 
Inimbitants  would  not  have  timely  Notice.  As  for  my  own  par^ 
your  Excellency  may  rest  well  assured  I  shall  leave  no  Stone  anturn'd 
that  tends  in  the  least  to  promote  the  good  and  Wel&re  of  my  Goun- 
Uj,  and  the  General  Ganse  of  the  Independent  States,  w*^  I  hatii 
nSdly  so  mnoh  at  Heart.  M'  Read  will  be  in  Philadelphia  in  a  fsir 
Days,  &  will  oommnnioate  to  your  Excellency  from  me,  what  Hopes 
there  is  of  soon  making  np  the  Quota  of  this  Gounty  for  the  OaQp 
mt  Bristol 

The  contents  of  Your  Excellency's  Letter,  &c.,  per  Express,  nhkli 
le  carefully  observed,  and  all  Messages  or  orders  at  any  tine  sent, 
shall  be  Panotuidly  obe/d,  and  Strictly  adher'd  to. 
I  am,  with  much  respect. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obed*  hbl.  Servan,, 

JAGOB  MORGAN. 
To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  jun'.  Esquire,  President  af 
the  Sapreme  fizeeuiive  Gounoil  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia. 
(Beoi'd  29th  April,  1777.  T.  M. 


James  Bead  to  Secrbtabt  Matlack,  1777. 

Sir, 

Yei^terday  Evening  I  received  the  Gommisuon  of  the  Peace  for 
this  County,  with  a  Dedimus ;  and  immediatdy  panned  nieesDl^ 
for  having  a  Meeting  to-morrow  of  the  Gentlemen  appointed  Jnsticei. 
I  should  have  set  out  this  Day  for  Philadelphia,  had  I  not  thonjrht 
it  necessary  for  the  Service  of  the  Gountry  to  get  them  qnalHM 
wtthont  Deky. 

I  also  received  a  Gom  mission  constituting  me  Prothonotary.  I  awi 
obliged  to  the  Honourable  The  Gounoil  for  this  Mark  of  their  He- 
speet :  I  shall  in  n  Day  or  two  do  myself  the  Honour  to  wait  upon 
His  Excellency  the  President  and  assure  him  of  my  mteful  Se^ 
of  it.    Ptay  present  my  dutiful  Respects  to  His  Exedlency.       , 

lam. 

Sir, 

Your  very  humble  SerfiiBti 

JAMES  KEAD. 

Beading,  Beifa^  April  27, 1777. 

IHfMsd, 

To  TioMthy  Mailaok,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  OovenuMQt  of  PaM- 
Mfbnaim. 
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Bob.  Smith  to  Pbksiobnt  Whakton,  1777. 

April  the  28*,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  hereby  iDform  jou,  that  I  have  used  all  the  industry  in  my 
power  in  forwarding  the  Business  of  the  Militia  of  Chester  County, 
whioh  has  been  divided  inso  Eight  districts  or  Battalions.  The 
Field  Officers  of  eaoh  are  Elected,  &  to  meet  this  day  to  draw  for 
Bink.  I  hope  the  greater  Part  of  the  Company  Officers  will  be 
chosen,  and  the  Companys  Classed  in  about  Nine  days.  In  your 
Order  the  Number  of  men  for  this  County  is  left  Blank — the  num- 
ber of  persons  returned  to  me  Capable  of  bearing  Arms  in  this 
County  is  upwards  of  Five  thousand.  I  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to 
have  them  in  the  greatest  forwardness. . 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 
with  great  respect, 

Xour  most  HamV  Servant, 
ROB*  SMITH,  Lieu«. 

To  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq*',  President  of  the  Supreme  EzeoutiTe 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  (reca'd  29  April  1777.  T.  M.) 


Col.  Jno.  Aemstkonq  to  Pres't  Wharton,  1777. 

Carlisle,  28**  April,  1777. 
Sir, 

I'm  favoured  with  yours  of  the  25**  Ins*  by  Express.  On  my 
wny  to  this  place  I  have  called  on  Sundry  Lieut's  and  other  G^nt" 
of  influence  thre'  the  several  Countys  &  have  good  hopes  that  the 
Militia  Law  so  obviously  necessary  at  this  juncture  might  soon  have 
had  its  natural  operation, — what  effect  this  sudden  call  may  have  on 
the  farther  progress  of  the  Law  is  yet  uncertain  as  I  presume  the 
present  Quota  must  go  out  as  Volunteers. 

The  greatest  opposition  by  much  that  I  have  heard  to  the  present 
Ctovemm*  happens  to  be  in  this  County,  where  temper  hath  had  too 
gnat  a  lead  of  reason.  Committees  are  yet  kept  up  perhaps  with  a 
wrong  design,  altho'  some  part  of  their  views  as  they  tell  mo,  are 
labdible,  viz. :  that  of  finishing  some  remains  of  former  business— a 
large  Committee  are  expected  to  meet  here  this  week,  which  will 
afford  me  a  natural  opportunity,  after  which  designed  to  have  rode 
up  the  County — this  last  step  cannot  I  fear  now  be  waited  of,  altho' 
ooBvinced  the  effects  wou'd  have  been  salutary,  but  shall  however 
make  use  of  the  best  substitute  I  can  find.  I  have  laboured  with  a 
number  of  individaals  the  first  in  the  opposition,  and  think  them 
already  reduced  to  yield  at  least  to  the  militia  Law,  but  how  far 
tiwy  may  now  avail  themselves  of  a  number  being  obliged  to  march 
without  it,  I  can't  yet  fully  say,  but  fondly  hope  that  pnMUntial 
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measares  will  oiiny  it  through.    I  shall  now  write  L^  McCallister — 
have  aeot  an  express  for  Gen>  Potter  whom  I  look  for  every  day — 
aod  intend  setting  out  for  Philad*  as  on  Friday  or  Saturday  next, 
ezoept  things  shou'd  take  some  unexpected  turn  here. 
I  am  Sir  with  perfect  respect 

Your  Ezcellenoys  Most  Obed't  humb>  Serv't, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Direcied, — His  Excellency  Thos.  Wharton,  Jun',  President  of  the 
State  of  Penns%  Philadelphia. 
^  Express. 


Penna.  War  Office  to  Col.  Labar,  1777. 

Pennsy-  War  Office,  April  29**,  1777. 
Sir, 

We  ree*  yours  of  the  25^  ins'  hy  Lieu^  Deighman,  money  being 
a  little  searoe  at  present  obliges  him  to  wait  untill  to-morrow,  when 
we  expect  he  will  leave  this.  We  re<]uest  that  you  will  continue  to 
eommand  the  Guard  at  Easton  until!  otherwise  ordered  by  this 
Board,  or  some  other  authority. 

This  will  be  delivered  you  by  Mr.  Hanylin  who  conducts  two 
Indians  to  your  place,  yon  will  please  to  employ  Mr.  Traxler  to 
conduct  them  as  far  thro'  the  inhabitants  as  yon  may  think  neces- 
sary, great  care  should  be  taken  that  those  Indians  be  well  treated, 
especiany  at  this  critical  time  when  every  indulgence  b  necessary  to 
be  given  to  those  people. 

3irteted.— To  Col.  Labar,  April  29^  1777. 


Resolutions  of  Congress,  1777. 

AprU  29. 
Resolved, 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  States  forthwith  to  order 
the  awns  advanced  by  them  for  recruiting  the  Continental  Battal- 
ions, raised  by  the  said  States,  together  with  the  names  of  the 
Offioera  receiving  the  same,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Pay-Masters  of 
soeh  battalions,  and  that  the  said  Pajf-Masters  be  respectively 
required  to  call  such  Officers  to  account  therefor,  who  shall  produce 
certificates  from  the  Muster-Master  or  Deputy  Muster-Master  Gene- 
ral, specifying  the  number  of  non-commissioned  Officers  and  Sol- 
diers ;  and  also,  if  Officers  of  the  Light  Horse,  the  number  of  horses 
and  arms  and  equipage,  belonging  to  their  respective  regiments, 
companies  or  troops,  U^ether  with  such  other  vouchers  as  shall  be 
neoMsary  to  prove  the  sums  expended  for  these  articles,  the  subsist- 
ence of  the  troops  before  their  joining  the  army,  the  loss  of  money 
by  death  or  desertions  of  nonoommissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers 
before  nnater,  or  other  necessary  exi>cnccs.     And  it  \a  IvxtVVv^t 
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reoommended  to  the  c^aid  States,  That  they  order  the  said  regimental 
Pay-Masters  to  report  to  them  the  settlement  of  the  said  mecounts, 
together  with  the  vouchers,  to  be  produced,  wheo  oonfirmed  by  Che 
said  States,  to  the  Treasury  Board,  on  adjustment  of  their  aoooiiDts. 

That  it  be  recommeoded  to  the  said  States,  if  any  of  the  regi- 
mental Pay-Masters  shall  neglect  to  obey  their  directions  as  afore- 
said, to  order  their  names  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  department,  who  shall  thereupon  remove  from  offioe 
such  delinquent  Pay-Masters,  and  supply  their  pkoea  with  aaeh 
others  as  he  shall  think  qualified  therefor. 

That  if  any  Officer  shall  not,  within  one  month  after  application 
for  that  purpose,  render  such  account,  the  regimental  Pay-Master 
requiring  the  same  shall  make  report  thereof  to  the  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  department,  who  shall  order  a  Court-Martial  on  such 
OfficoTi  and  also  on  such  other  Officer  or  Officers  as  l^hall  be  guilty 
of  embezzling  the  public  money,  and,  the  fact  being  asoertained  by 
their  report,  shall  immediately  cause  him  to  be  oashiered,  and  a 
eopy  of  the  report  delivered  to  the  regimental  Pay-Maateri  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  State  to  which  he  belongi,  that  ■oob  State  may 
p;ive  proper  orders  for  compelling  the  delinquent  Officer  to  aoeoont 
in  a  Court  of  Justice. 

That  duplicate  accounts  of  all  monies  advanced  by  CongreHi  by 
General  Offioers  and  by  the  Pay-Master  and  Deputy  Pay-Maatefa 
General,  for  recruiting  Continental  Battalions,  be  transmitted  by  the 
Treasury  Board,  such  General  Officers  and  Pay-Master  and  Deputy 
Pay-Masters  General  respectively  to  the  CommiaBionen  ef  Ajooooiita 
for  the  army  in  the  Northern  and  Middle  Departments,  wbo  shall 
deliver  the  same  to  the  respective  regimental  Pay-Masters,  to  enable 
them  to  call  the  Officers  chargeable  with  such  money  to  acooont  in 
the  manner  before  directed :  And  the  said  regimental  Pay-Masters 
shall  transmit  to  the  respective  Commissioners  aforesaid,  the  settle- 
ment of  such  accounts  with  the  vouchers,  who  shall  report  to  the 
Treasury-Office  those  which  are  approved  of  by  them,  and  shall  pro- 
ceed with  the  regimental  Pay-Masters  neglecting  to  obey  thm 
directions  herein,  and  Officers  not  aoeonnting  for  the  noniea  bv  them 
rsoeived  as  aforesaid,  in  the  manner  proposed  to  be  porsned  ny  the 
States  in  the  preceeding  resolve. 

That  the  General  Officera,  Pay-Master  and  Deputy  Pay-Maateis 
C^eneral  respectively,  be  also  direoted  to  transmit  to  the  Tveasniy^ 
Office  duplicate  accounts  of  all  monies  advanced  by  them  for  reemit- 
inff  Continental  Battalions  as  aforesaid. 

That  all  regimental  Pay-Masters  be  direoted  to  apply  to  the 
respective  Commissioners  for  accounts  of  the  sums  advanced  to  their 
Officers  as  aforesaid. 

That  all  Commissioners  of  claims  or  accounts  be  empowered  te 
administer  oaths  or  affirmations  to  persons  examined  by  them  in  the 
execution  of  their  office. 

Extracts  from  the  Minutes, 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Seetetsiy. 
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Hon.  Wm.  Atlbb  to  Presidest  Wharton,  1777. 

Lancaster,  the  29"^  April,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  am  bonourod  with  a  Commission  from  the  Council  reciting  that 
a  oertain  Joseph  Richardson  is  imprisoned  in  the  Gaol  of  this  Countj 
on  a  charge  of  his  having  offended  against  the  Laws  of  the  kte' 
Oovenunent  of  Pennsylvania,  and  impowering  me  to  enquire  into 
the  said  Charge  and  Imprisonment,  and  to  act  therein  by  taking 
Bail  for  hia  appearance  or  otherwise  as  to  me  shall  seem  just  and 
reasonable  according  to  Law. 

The  Charge  against  Mr.  Richardson  is  for  counterfeiting  the  Bills* 
of  Credit  of  Pennsylvania,  an  offence  made  Capital  by  the  laws  of 
the  late  Oovemment^-tbere  bath  no  possitive  or  evident  proof  of 
kk  haTiBg  oonnterfeited  or  passed  sooh  oounterfeit  Bills  been 
addveed  to  me ;  bmt  the  Proclamation  of  the  late  (Governor  of  New 
Jeney  mentioning  that  tbe  said  Joseph  Richardson  stood  charged 
on  ontfa  with  having  aided  abetted  and  assisted  a  oertain  Samnel 
Fold  in  nttering  and  passing  the  said  oonntorfSut  Bills,  and  tbe 
ProolsBMlion  of  tbe  late  Qovemor  of  Pennsylvania  mentioning  that 
H  apfMsni  by  sundry  sffidavits  taken  before  one  of  tbe  late  Jud^ 
of  New  Jersey,  that  the  said  Joseph  Richardson  stood  chaiged  with 
Ibrging  and  eoonterfsiting  the  said  Bills  of  Credit  &  passing  the 
same,  appear  to  me  to  shew  great  presumption  of  bis  Gmlt — and  as 
by  htm  sndpardoulsrly  by  the  Pl^  or  Frame  of  Government  of 
Ihk  OooMnonwealth  prisoners  charged  mtb  Capital  offences  are  not 
baihUe  when  tbe  Proof  is  evident  or  presumption  greaty  I  have 
deoiMied  admitting  him  to  Bail,  not  thinking  myself  justified  in 
releamng  him  on  those  Terms  under  the  Commission  which  tbe 
Council  have  done  me  the  honour  to  intrust  me  with,  &  from  a  per- 
snasion  in  mv  own  mind  that  if  I  had  done  so  I  should  have  acted 
contrary  to  the  trust  reposed  in  me  &  not  according  to  Law. 

I  shall  be  most  happy  in  the  Council's  approbation  of  my  Conduet, 
and  always  so  in  executing  their  commands  to  the  best  of  my 
Jndpneni. 

Bfr.  Richardson's  Brother  waits  for  this,  he  seems  very  anxious  tor 
bis  Trial  or  releasemenent  on  Bail,  and  I  should  have  been  glad  if 
oonsistent  with  what  I  thought  my  duty,  I  could  have  indulged  him. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient  Servant, 

WILLI-  ATLEE. 
Directed, 

To  the  Honourable  Thomas  Wharton,  junior,  Esquire,  President 
of  tbe  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

^  Mr.  Wm.  Richardson,  rec'd  May  6, 1777. 

*  Set  Col.  Rec  YoL  X.  p.  90,  &  Vol.  XT.  p.  210.  Arch.  Vol.  IV.  p.  406 
&  250  of  this. 
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Besolutions  of  Congrbss.  1777) 

Tn  CoDgress,  29th  April,  1777. 

A  Letter  of  26  from  Governor  Johnson  of  Maryland,  iDcIofling  a 
copy  of  a  letter  from  the  said  governor  to  James  Nicholson  captain 
.  of  the  Virginia,  and  of  Captain  Nicholson's  answer  being  received 
.was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  marine  committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  be  directed  to  order  Capt. 
Nicholson,  to  dismiss  all  the  men  he  hath  impressed,  and  not  to  depart 
with  the  frigate  till  farther  orders. 

May  Ist,  1777. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  letter  of  the  26th  of  last 
month,  from  Gov'r.  Johnson,  the  copy  of  the  said  G^vemor'a  letter 
to  Capt  James  Nicholson,  and  Capt  Nicholson's  answer,  whereupon. 

Kesolved,  That  this  Congress  will  never  countenance  or  rapport 
any  continental  officer  in  violating  the  laws  of  any  State^  or  treating 
its  magistrates  with  contempt : 

That  Capt  James  Nicholson  be  suspended  from  all  oommaBd  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  until  he  shall  have  made  snob  aatia- 
fkction  as  shall  be  accepted  by  the  executive  powers  of  the  State  of 
Maryland  for  the  disrespectful  and  contemptuous  letter  written  by 
bim  to  the  governor  of  that  State. 

Resolved,  That  Capt  James  Nicholson  be  served  with  a  oopy  of 
the  aforesaid  resolutions  and  that,  in  case  he  shall  not  within  five 
days  after  he  hath  been  Served  with  the  said  oopy,  make  the  Satia- 
faotion  required,  he  be  dismissed  from  his  command  from  the  lerviee 
of  the  United  States. 

Extract  from  the  minutes 

GHAS.  THOMSON,  Sec. 

HhdarMement 

1779  February  28th,  rec'd  from  Congress  their  proceedinga  in  the 
caaes  of  Gen.  Maxwell,  Colonel  Corrington  and  Captain  Nioholson. 


Board  op  War  to  Capt.  Grifptth,  1777. 

Pennsylvania  War  Office,  80th  April,  17Z7. 
Sir, 

We  are  informed  that  you  have  inliated  an  indented  servant  boy 
belonging  to  Mr.  John  Biddle,  for  the  ninth  Virginia  Regiment,  aa 
the  Hon'ble  Continental  Congress  have  directed  the  quotas  which 
shall  be  raised  by  each  State,  and  as  it  would  be  extremely  oppressive 


FBNNSTLYANIA  ABCHIYSS  177T.  8M 

and  unJQsi  liioiild  the  nrvmnts  be  taken  from  the  infaabitaDtB  of  one 
state  to  make  up  the  quotas  of  another  state,  we  therefore  cannot 
countenance  a  proceeding 'which  is  evidently  injurious  to  the  public 
eood  wc  would  therefore  recommend  it  to  jou  to  discharge  the  said 
boj  &  driver  him  again  to  his  master  again,  by  order  of  the  board. 

Y'  very  hble  Serv' 

Capt.  Griffith  of  the  9th  Virg*  Eegiment. 

DvrecUd, 

To  Oapt  Griffith,  April  SOth  1777. 


Gov,  LiviNasTON  to  Prbs.  Wharton,  1777. 

Borden  Town,  1  May,  1777. 
ffir, 

• 

I  send  you  one  Lawrence  Johnston  &  Thomas  Coheen,  both  of  your 
State.  TJhey  were  taken  within  about  three  miles  from  the  Enemy's 
Ldnea  at  Brunswick,  on  their  Journey  to  join  the  British  Troops,  & 
sent  bj  Major  Scudder  to  General  Putnam ;  and  by  the  latter  to 
our  Coandl  of  Safety  here.  Johnston  appears  to  be  an  impudent 
determined  villain,  and  is  undoubtedly  in  the  service  of  the  Enemy. 
We  can  draw  no  confession  from  him,  &  he  had  so  influenced  Coheen 
who  appears  to  be  a  simple  ignorant  youth,  to  deny  every  thing  con- 
cerning the  real  intention  of  their  journey,  that  on  his  first  exami- 
nationi  he  would  give  us  no  information  about  it,  but  on  our  promiA 
to  iDteioede  with  your  State  for  his  release  after  your  examination  of 
him,  on  condition  of  his  making  a  frank  confession '  of  Johnstona 
deaign,  he  owned  that  Johnston  had  told  him  that  he  had  been  at 
Bmnavriak  with  the  Enemy  \  and  that  he  propoaed  to  him  (Ooheen) 
to  take  him  to  Brunswick  &  New  York  where  he  would  find  EmpUqr 
M  a  earpenter,  that  Ooheen'a  father  was  privy  to  their  design.  That 
ihey  oroMed  the  DeUware  near  Pennsbury  in  the  evening  in  a  orall 
they  took  without  Leave,  for  that  purpose,  k  travelled  in  the  aighL 
Thi^  they  endeavoared  to  avoid  our  Guards  which  obliged  them  to 
go  by  niffht  &  by  an  unusual  route. 

Tho'  the  yomig  man  is  very  backward  in  declaring  the  Truth  for  fear 
of  beiBg  the  instmment  of  affecting  Johnston's  Life,  A  his  not  being 
eoavinoed  but  that  it  will  endanger  his  own,  yet  I  am  persuaded  that 
whetP  he  leoatves  fall  assurance  from  your  State  of  being  set  ait 
Liberty  upon  giving  security  to  appear  as  a  witness  against  Johnston 
on  hia  trial,  be  will  make  more  ample  discoveries. 

Johnston  denies  almost  every  particular  which  he  cdnfesacd  before 
Major  Sondder.  I  enclose  you  the  Major's  Letter,  k  also  the  afll« 
davit  of  William  Butler  Lynch,  who  has  also  been  with  the  Enemy, 


880  PENNSYLVANIA  AKCHIVBS  ITH. 

k  will  probably  be  found  at  Allen  Town  when  70a  want  bim  as  a 
witness. 

I  am, 

with  great  Respect, 

Sir, 

Your  most  humble  Serv^ 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

P.S.  Upon  examining  the  prisoners  separatelj/yon  will  find  John- 
ston one  of  the  greatest  Liars  jou  ever  met  with.  Pray  let  him  have 
no  conversation  with  Coheen,  nor  be  present  at  his  examination,  as 
the  young  man  will  be  intimidated  by  his  looks. 

We  stand  engaged  to  Coheen  to  intercede  with  yonr  State  for  his 
Pardon. 

Dtrectedf 

To  his  excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Su- 
preme Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennajlvania,  in 
Philadelphia, 

With  Lawrence  Johnston  &  Thomas  Coheen  as  prisoners. 


Richard  McGalestbb  to  Presidbht  Wharton,  1777, 

York  Town,  May  1«,  1777, 

Sir : 

I  Bee'  your  orders  in  this  place  this  day,  the  Express  I  have 
not  seen. 

We  are  just  finishing  the  dividing  the  County  into  Districts,  and 
shall  not  loss  one  Hour  that  can  be  applied  in  forming  the  Militia, 
According  to  the  law  provided. 

How  the  Quota  will  be  raised  before  the  law  is  got  in  force  is  a 
matter  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know. 

Our  Election  comes  on  in  a  few  days,  which  I  shall  attend  and 
use  all  my  influence,  nothing  shall  be  wanting  that  I  am  capable  of. 

The  Militia  of  this  County  have  not  met  of  late,  nor  will  be  pos- 
sible to  bring  them  fogether  before  the  Elections  of  Ohnseing  thete 
offesers,  at  which  time  I  shall  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to 
Raise  the  Quota  of  Volunteers,  as  also  to  fulfill  your  other  orders. 

Perhaps  8t  you  may  think  I  have  not  attended  to  fiegulating  the 
Militia,  but  do  assure  you  Since  I  rec'  my  comishion  have  not  lost 
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one  hottr,  nor  will  I  until  the  matter  is  oompleted,  Bhoold  it  be  in 
my  power. 

lam  8',  w^  Dne  Regard, 
Your  Much  obl*^  &  most 

ob»  Hubl  SS 

RICHD  MoCALESTER. 
Directed^ 

To  Hia  Honr.  Thomas  Wharton,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsjrlvania,  Philadelphia. 
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Sir: 

By  Col.  Laoey  yon  will  receive  this,  With  a  Return  of  the  Offi- 
oers  of  Books  County,  &o.,  for  Whome  I  shoald  be  glad  to  reeeive 
Gommitions.  There  is  a  Majority  Vacant  in  the  first  Battalion  as 
well  as  a  0ap*7,  two  Lieou'*,  &  an  Ensignoy  in  the  second,  and  the 
same  in  the  4th  Battalion,  Which  if  the  President  saw  proper,  he 
mite  send  Blank  Commitions  for,  as  it  woud  save  trouble,  and  I 
woufd  fetnm  the  names  as  soon  as  they  cou'd  be  properly  Chosen 
or  appointed,  which  from  some  difference  among  the  People  hath 
not  as  yet  been  aocomplish'd. 

I  have,  8%  with  the  assistance  of  my  Brother  Sub  Lieu**,  done 
eveiy  thing  in  my  power  to  forward  the  Melitia,  and  hope  by  Mon- 
day next  to  haye  a  Considerable  part  of  them  at  Bristol,  and  as  soon 
MB  possible  the  Remainder  shall  follow. 

Our  greatest  difficulty  lays  in  procuring  Substitutes,  and  as  the 
Iiott  has  fidlen  on  a  number  of  that  order  of  people  who  will  not 
teke  an  active  part,  1  shall  want  at  least  £1500  for  that  purpoaei 
besides  what  may  be  necessary  for  the  purchase  of  Blankits,  Ac. 

If  S'  it  shou'd  be  Consistent  with  your  Judgment,  shou'd  be  glad 
yon  wonM  give  an  Order  on  the  State  Treasurer  in  favour  of  Colo. 
Lacy,  for  the  above,  or  such  other  sum  as  you  may  think  proper,  as 
it  will  be  mnch  wanted,  and  we  have  as  yet,  advanc'd  the  money 
that  has  been  necessary. 

The  people  we  Expect'd  wou'd  have  offer'd  as  Substitutes,  we  find 
have  great  Expectations  of  a  Large  Bounty,  therefore  1  have  not  as 
yet  oror'd  any  Certain  Sum — but  have  thought  not  to  exceed  20 
dollars — Except  in  case  of  the  most  Urgent  Necessity,  lest  it  mite 
Impead  the  raising  of  the  Continental  Troops.  But  I  shou'd  be 
very  happy  to  have  the  advice  of  the  Hon^  President  on  that  head. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  most  Respectful  and  Obedient 

Hum.  Serv% 
J.  KIRKBRIDE,  Lieut  of  B.  C. 
Directed. 

To  The  Hon'bl  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq'r,  President  of  the  State 
of  Pensyl  vania. 
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Robert  Levers  to  Timotht  Matlaok,  1777. 

EastODy  May  6th,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  Honor  to  reoeiye  your  Favor  this  day,  at  Easton,  in  my 
Way  to  Camp. 

The  26th  February  last  I  left  Col.  Cooke's  Regiment,  after  paying 
the  Troops  present  to  the  Ist  February ;  and  that  with  the  moneys 
belonging  to  some  of  the  officers  in  the  Regiment  with  which  they 
had  entrusted  me,  as  is  particularly  set  forth  in  a  Remool^trance 
presented  by  me  to  Congress ;  to  which  Remonstrance,  I  begged 
leave  to  refer  His  Eixoellency  President  Wharton,  when  I  had  the 
Honor  to  meet  him  on  the  Road  near  Philadelphia,  and  when  Hifl 
Exeellenoy  mentioned  Col.  Cooke's  Letter. 

As  soon  as  I  had  the  Honor  to  be  appointed  to  the  Prothonotary- 
ship  of  this  County,  I  waited  on  the  Board  of  War,  and  desired  Mr. 
Samuel  Morns  to  acquaint  the  Board  of  this  appointment,  and  that 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  resign  the  Post  of  Paymaster.  During  mj 
applioation  for  the  Prothonotaryship  &  afterwards,  I  was  preparing 
my  Abstract  Pay  Roll  to  the  1st  February  to  be  laid  before  GenenS 
GateSy  and  as  Col.  Gray  &  several  of  the  officers  were  of  opinion 
when  I  left  Camp,  that  as  the  Troops  were  paid  to  the  let  Febru- 
ary so  late  in  that  month,  I  had  better  indude  February  &  Maroh 
together,  and  so  pay  off  the  Troops  for  the  Two  months  at  onoa. 
The  Beginning  of  April  I  was  preparing  in  Philad*  for  Camp,  with- 
out having  then  settled  or  reoeived  the  money  to  enaUa  m^  to  repay 
the  officers  the  moneys  I  had  reoeived  from  them,  when  Mr.  Thonafl 
Dungan  oalled  on  me  in  Philadelphia,  and  acquainted  me  be  was 
appointed  Paymaster  of  Col.  Cooke's  Regiment  Mr.  Doagan  lold 
me  he  should  set  off  for  the  Regiment  in  a  few  days,  and  I  ezpeotod 
then  to  follow  him  quiokly,  not  doubting  but  I  ahonld  receive  an 
Order  from  Gen^  Gates  to  reoeive  the  BaB.  due  to  the  1st  Pebmary 
to  the  Regiment  as  stated  in  my  Abstract  Pay  Roll — ^To  which  left 
February  I  conceived  it  to  be  my  duty  to  settle  all  aeooontiB  with 
the  Regiment,  and  had  no  doubt  but  as  Mr.  Dungan  woad  arrive 
at  Gamp  the  beginning  of  April,  that  Gentleman  woud  draw  for 
the  Troops  for  the  months  of  February  &  Maroh. 

Altho  when  I  returned  from  Camp  the  1st  Maroh,  I  found  my 
House  as  it  were  an  Hospital,  my  Family  being  siek,  I  Btaid  but  six 
days  at  home,  before  I  came  to  Phikdelphia,  where  I  remained  till 
the  Congress  gave  me  an  Order  for  some  moneys,  agreeable  to  the 
Request  set  forth  in  my  Remonstrance.  The  duty  of  my  new  ap- 
pointment I  apprehended  called  on  me  to  wait  on  Mr.  Gordon,  at 
Baston,  in  my  Way  home  to  see  my  Wife,  who  whilst  I  was  here 
was  brought  to  Bed  and  was  very  ill,  which  occasioned  me  to  moke 


PEl^NSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1777.  M8 

a  short  k  expeditious  Journey  io  Philadelphia,  from  whence  I  was 
returning  when  I  had  the  Honor  to  meet  the  President. 

I  am  now  going  to  Morris  Town  to  wait  on  His  Excellency  Gene- 
ral Washington,  to  have  my  Pay  Abstract  complected  to  1st  Feb« 
ruary,  from  thence  I  shall  wait  on  CoL  Cooke,  repay  the  moneys 
advanced  to  me  by  the  officers  as  soon  as  I  receive  them,  make  a 
final  Settlement  with  the  Regiment,  and  then  lay  before  the  Council 
a  State  of  my  Aooounts,  which  I  am  persuaded  will  be  perfectly 
aatisfaetory. 

I  hi\ve  the  Honor  to  be  with  great  Respect  and  Esteem. 

Sir, 
your  most  obedient, 

very  humble  Servant, 

ROBERT  LEVERS. 


President  Wharton  to  Richard  McAllister,  1177. 

May  7, 1777. 
Kicbard  M'Allister,  E^q., 
Ideut.  York  County. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  favor,  dated 
Ist.  inst,  which  came  to  hand  yesterday,  by  which  I  find  you  were  Di- 
viding the  County  into  districts.  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  of  your 
having  exerted  yourself  to  efiect  the  business  for  which  you  were 
appointed ;  and  it  will  afford  me  pleasure  to  hear  that  a  J  udicious 
Cholee  of  officers  is  made  in  your  County ;  a  return  of  their  names 
yon  will  please  to  make  to  me  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  that  the 
Oommisions  mav  be  sent  to  you  to  be  delivered. 

I  af^rehend  from  a  paragraph  in  your  Letter,  that  you  have  by 
some  means  mistook  what  1  wrote  to  you  respecting  your  Quota  for 
tiie  Camp ;  my  intention  was,  that  they  should  be  brought  out  under 
the  Militia  Law,  and  not  as  Volunteers ;  for  I  am  apprehensive  that 
any  other  plea  than  that,  will  by  no  means  answer  the  good  purpose 
mtended — but  very  prolmbly  lead  to  Confusion. 

The  Enemy's  real  intentions  we  are  yet  Ignorant  of;  if  they  should 
he  to  invade  this  State,  which  is  the  opinion  of  many,  I  have  no 
doubt,  from  the  Strength  of  our  army  under  Gen.  Washington,  to- 
gether with  the  assistance  of  our  Militia  &  that  of  the  Neighbouring^ 
States,  we  shall  make  th^m  sorely  rqpent  such  a  step.  As  soon  as 
I  receive  any  certain  intelligence  of  their  movements,  you  shall  be 
made  acquainted  with  it :  in  the  mean  time,  I  must  request  you  to 
oontinae  to  exert  yourself  to  carry  the  Militia  Law  into  execution  &  • 
when  effidcted*,  cause  draughts  to  be  made  for  your  Quota. 

I  remain,  with  respect,  Sir, 

your  very  Hum.  Scrv*^ 
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President  Wharton  to  James  Gregory,  1777. 

May  7,  1777. 
James  Gregory,  Esq. ; 

Sub  Lieut.  Cum.  Conn. 
James  Galbraith,  Esq.,  was,  by  the  Hon'  House  of  Assembly, 
appointed  Lieu,  of  your  County ;  but  from  his  advan'd  age  h  Infir- 
mitiea  of  body,  it  is  out  of  his  power  to  serve  his  Country  in  thai 
station ;  he  has,  nevertheless,  given  Notice  to  the  Sub  Lieu,  to  meet 
at  Carlisle,  who,  I  have  no  doubt,  are  exerting  themselves  to  oarry 
the  Militia  Law  into  execution,  in  order  that  draughts  may  be  made 
for  your  Quota,  for  the  intended  Camp  at  Bristol.  I  am  appre- 
hensive that  if  the  People  at  this  time  are  called  out  in  any  other 
way  than  under  the  Militia  Law,  it  will  not  answer  any  good  purpose, 
bat  very  probably  tend  to  confusion. 
Directedy 

To  Coll.  Gregory. 


Treasury  of  United  States  to  President  Wharton, 

1777. 

Treasury  Office, 

Philadelp-,  May  8*S  1777. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  inclose  you  several  Copies  of  a  Resolve  of  Con 
gress,  passed  the  29**>  of  April,  1777,  which  I  am  directed  to  do  h 
the  Honorable,  the  Board  of  Treasury ;  and  the  Board  request  thaft 
a  strict  Attention  may  he  had  to  the  several  Matters  therein  reoom^ 
mended  to  the  States.     An  order,  they  hope,  will  be  immediately 
issued  for  an  account  of  the  Sums  advanced  by  your  State  for  th 
recruiting  Service,  and  the  Names  of  the  Officers  to  whom  they  wei 
advanced ;  to  be  immediatelly  transmitted  to  the  Paymasters  of  th^^  ^^ 
several  Battallions  in  which  they  serve,  and  that  due  Care  will 
taken  that  the  Regimental  Paymasters  make  their  Report  to  you  o: 
the  Settlement  of  those  Accounts,  together  with  the, Vouchers,  to  b 
produced  when  approved  of  by  your  State,  to  the  Treasury  Board,  oi 
Adjustment  of  their  Accounts.    If  any  of  the  Regimental  Fi  ^ 
refuse  or  neglect  to  obey  the  Directions  of  the  Resolve,  their  Name 
are  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Departmen 
in  which  they  may  happen  to  be,  in  order  to  have  the  BeUnqnan 
removed,  according  to  the  Directions  of  Congress. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  Very  hble.  ServS 

JOHN  GIBSON,  Aud'  Ge&L 
Directed  J 

H\b  Bjoellencyi  Thomas  Wharton,  jun',  Esquire. 
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An  Account  of  Cash  paid  fob  RscBUiTiNa  Service  of 

THK  TWELVE   PENNSYLVANIA    REGIMENTS,   &C.,  VIZ.  : 


Colonel  Edward  Hand, 

Ist  P.  R. 

£    75 

Col.  James  Chambers, 

2nd 

(( 

750 

£  825 

Col.  Philip  DeHaas, 

462  10 

Col.  Joseph  Wood, 

3 

l( 

2812  10 

Liea«  Col.  W-  Butler, 

4 

l< 

7060 

Col.  Anthony  Wayne, 

5 

1050 

CoL  Francis  Johnston, 

u 
6 

« 

937  10 

1987  10 

liea*  GoL  Henry  Becker, 

5812  10 

Lieo^  Col.  Thomas  Hartley, 

7 

« 

3000 

laea*  Col.  David  Greer, 

8 

« 

4593  15 

7593  15 

Col.  Eneas  M^Coy, 

8000 

GoL  James  Irvine, 

& 

« 

4425 

T.ifia'  Col.  Geo.  Nagel, 
Captain  Fra*  Nichob, 

u 

1337  10 

u 

262  10 

(3025 

Gol.  Joseph  Penrose,  10       <<  5475 

IJeo<  OoL  Ad-  Habley,  «  937  10 

Captain  Geo.  Calhoon,  *'  75  6487  10 


Col.  Rich'  Hampton,  11 

Col.  William  Cook,  12 

Col.  Nieh*  Hansegger,  Germ"  Batt", 
Xaeu*  Robert  Allison, 
Captain  Alex'  Ramsay, 


it 
it 


6712  10 

8250 

825 

37  10 

112  10 

j£57993  15 

R.  M'Calmtbr  to  Pres.  Wharton,  1777. 

Hanover,  12th  of  May,  1777. 

Yours  of  the  7th  I  this  moment  Reo*.  I  am  just  seting  out  to 
one  of  the  Elections — as  soon  as  they  are  all  over  Shall  Com  Down, 
or  send  the  Returns  to  you. 

Shall  write  you  shortly  Respecting  the  Choice  that  will  be  made. 
Indeed,  am  shure  there  must  be  many  Chosen  who  will  be  verrey 
unfit  for  the  Task ;  the  County  being,  the  Gratest  Part,  composed  of 
Oarmans,  and  many  of  them  Verrey  Ignorant 
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However,  we  shall  indeavor  to  make  as  Good  a  Choice  as  poesible. 
I  am  Doing  Every  thing  in  my  Power^  &  beg  leva  to  aabscribe 
myself  y, 

3Ioat  ob*, 

Bu^^  Servant, 

RICH'D.  M'CALESTEB. 

Direciedj 

To  His  Hon"  Tho*  Wharton,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  SUte  ef 
Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


SupRBMK  Executive  Council  to  James  Young,  1777. 
Sir, 

By  order  of  his  ExcellenoyHhe  President,  I  have  enclosed  yon 
such  part  of  the  examination  of  James  Molesworth  as  relates  to 
M"  O'Brien  and  M"  M«Kay.*  His  excellency  requests  you  will 
take  such  assistance  as  you  may  think  proper,  and  examine  those 
two  women,  and  thereupon  do  what  you  may  judse  to  be  ripht  and 
according  to  law,  either  by  remanding  them  to  prison  or  taking  bul 
for  their  appearance,  &c. 

with  great  respect  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  mc^t  obedient  hum^*"  servant, 

T'T  MATLACK,  See'. 

May  9, 1777. 

(Papers  Sent.) 

Ezajnination  of  a  Board  of  27  Marcbi  1777.    Paffe  1  to  page^  17. 

Certi6cate8  of  John  Eldridge,  Andreas  Higgins,  &  John  Smder. 
Page  1  &  2. 

Col*  Proctor  &  Col*  Stewart,  report  of  the  confession  of  Moles- 
worth  after  his  condemnation.    2  pagea  &  a  halt 

To  Hon^^«  James  Young,  Esqi;.  « 

«  See  pages  27<>— 282. 
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Jambs  Youno  to  Tim'y  Matlacr,  1777. 


e  to  hifl  EzccIIencj  the  Prondenf  a  directions,  wbich  yon 
litted  to  me  the  9th  Inst.,  I,  this  day,  with  the  assistance  of 
■bor  and  Daniel  Clymer,  Esq**,  Examined  M»  Obrian  &  M^ 
r«  whose  examinations  I  hereby  inclose  with  those  you  sent  to 
H"  M'Cay's  Confession  is  fnll ;  she  comes  under  the  Treason 
c  although  there  is  not  sufficient  &  legal  testimony  against 
brian,  it  appears  she  is  a  very  Dangerous  Person,  and  ought 
lain  in  Custody  from  the  present  situation  of  our  Pubnck 
Those  gentlemen  agree  with  me  in  the  above  sentiment.  I 
herefore  remanded  both  the  Women  to  the  State  Prison. 

being  very  respectfully.  Sir, 

your  most  Obed'  Humble  Scry*, 

JA'S  YOUNG. 

W*,  18th  May,  1777. 

Timothy  Matlaok,  Esq'.    Present 


Examination  of  Mrs.  Abigail  McCat. 

Hay  18,  1777,  Before  James  Young,  Esquire,  &  John  Moore 

and  Daniel  Clymer. 

mt  the  beginning  of  March  last,  she  waited  on  Mrs.  Sarah 
m,  who  told  her  that  a  Captain  of  a  man  o'  War  had  lately 
It  her  Bouse  who  informed  her  that  Pilots  were  wanted  to 
the  English  Fleet  round  to  Philadelphia ;  asked  this  Ezami- 
rhether  she  knew  any  Pilots  Ehe  could  trust  with  the  Affiiir — 
inant  said  she  knew  Nathan  Church,  who  Examinant  spoke  to. 
YBnnn  told  Examinant  that  the  best  way  for  the  Pilots  to  co 
he  Fleet  would  be  to  purchase  an  Oyster  Boat  and  ffo  to  the 
,  and  there  be  taken.  Nathan  Church  was  told  by  Examinant 
le  above  was  Mrs.  0' Brian's  Scheme  for  transporting  them  to 
fork.  Mrs.  0' Brian  told  Examinant  the  next  day  that  she 
OTersed  with  Church  about  going  to  New  York,  and  Church 
1  to  agree  to  the  Affair.  A  few  days  after  James  Molesworth 
lA  the  Evening  at  Examinant's  House,  and  asked  her  for  her 
n* ;  inform'd  him  that  her  Brother  had  gone  to  Chester  to  pilot 
il  down  the  River.  He  told  her  he  would  give  twenty  pounds 
her  Brother;  she  asked  him  for  what;  he  told  her  (first  asking 

*  See  pages  275,  277,  278. 

's.  v.— 15 
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her  whether  Mrs.  O'BriaD  had  not  spoken  to  her  about  Pilots,  she 
answeriDg  jes,)  that  ho  wanted  her  Brother  to  pilot  rovodt  the  Fleet 
from  New  York  to  Philadelphia,  on  which  Examinant  infoms'd  him 
she  was  sure  her  Brother  would  not  do  any  such  thing;  asked  her 
whether  any  Pilots  lodg'd  at  Mrs.  O' Brian's ;  Ezamioaat  said  Pilots 
did  lodge  there,  and  Mrs.  0* Brian  told  Examinant  next  daj  that 
James  Molcsworth  had  been  thcro  the  Evening  before,  ancT-wuted 
there  for  the  Pilots  untill  10  o'clock  in  the  Night     Mrs.  O'Brian 
on  the  same  day,  came  to  Examinant's  House  with  Andrew  Higgins 
and  John  Eidridgo,  two  Pilots,  &,  called  Examinant  into  the  front 
Parlour,  leaving  the  Pilots  alone  in  the  buck  Parlour,  and  asked  her 
whether  Molesworth  had  not  spoke  to  her.     Examinant  answered 
yes,  and  she  informed  Examinant  that  on  Molesworth  hesitating 
about  trusting  Examinant,  sho  said  he  might  safely  trust  her,  for 
that  she  had  spoke  to  her  about  the  Affair.     Mrs.  O'Brian  then 
went  into  the  b«ick  Parlour  to  Mr.  Hig^^ons,  and  Examinant  called 
Eldridge  into  the  front  Parlour,  to  t:i]k  with  each  of  thorn  on  the 
Subject.     On  P]xaminant's  proposing  the  Scheme  of  going  to  Nev 
York  to  pilot  round  the  fleet,  to  Eldridge  he  absolutely  refused  to 
go,  and  afterwards  refused  to  go  in  the  presence  of  Mrs.  O'Brian. 
Mrs.  O* Brian  told  Examinant  that  she  had  hinted  the  above  scheme 
to  niggins,  and  she  believed  he  would  go.     The  two  Pilots  went 
from  Examinant's  House  together  with  ^frs.  0' Brian,  and  Mrs. 
O'Bryan  afterwards  in  for  m'd  Examinant  that  she  had  token  Eldrid^ 
to  James  Molesworth's  Lodgings,  and  had  heard  Eldridge  say  that 
he  had  refused  Molesworth's  request  with  respect  to  puotiug  the 
ffleet  round  to  Philad*,  and  3Irs.  O'Bryan  bcg'd'  Examinant  to  detFire 
Eldridge  not  to  discover  the  Affair;  she  informed  Mrs  O'Brian  that 
she  wou'd  speak  to  him.     Mrs.  O'Bryan  then  desired  her  to  speak 
to    IJiggius  on  the  subject,  as  she  (Mrs.   O'Bryan)  believed  he 
wou'd  go  to  New  York.      This  Examinant  accordingly  spoke  tt 
Higgins,  who  agreed  to  go,  and  said  he  cou'd  get  a  Cheveauz  df 
frize  Pilot  also  to  go,  &  being  asked  who  he  was,  he  made  aotwe 
John  Schnyder,  and  brought    him  to  Examinant's   House;    Sff 
Schnyder  agreed  to  go  to  New  York  &  pilot  round  the  English  Am 
&  asked  Examinant  when  they  should  see  the  Person  who  was 
employ  them,  she  informed  him  that  Evening.     That  Afterofl 
Mr.  3Iole6worth  and  Mrs.  O'Bryan  came  to  the  Examinant's  Ho? 
at  different  Times,  and  she  asked  Examinant  whether  she  had  sp 
to  Higgins ;  she  told  her  she  had,  and  that  he  with  Schnrde 
Cheveanx  du  frize  Pilot,  had  agreed  to  go  to  New  York  ior 
above  Purpose.     Mrs.  O'Bryan  called  in  Molosworth  &  infor 
him  that  Mrs.  Coy  had  spoke  to  Schnyder  and  Higgins,  and 
had  both  agreed  to  go  to  New  York  and  pilot  round  the  Flf 
Philad*.     Molcswurth  and  Mrs.  O'Bryan  went  away  from  J$; 
nuni*ti  liounG  together,  and  Schnyder  k  Higgins  came  there  i 
Ai'tornoon,  auJ  Molesworth  and  Mrs.  O'Bryan  also  came  th 


PBNNSYliVANIA  ARCHIVES  1777-  3S9 

different  Times.  On  the  Evening  of  the  same  day,  Moleswortli 
(Mrs.  O'Bryan  not  then  being  in  the  House,)  asked  whether  those 
two  men  were  the  men  be  wanted  to  speak  to ;  Examinant  answered 
yet.  Molesworth  then  went  into  a  room  with  Schnyder  &  Higgins. 
She  OTeriieavd  Molasworth  say  as  ho  was  going  out  of  the  Door  that 
be  wou'd  consult  his  Partner,  (who  this  Partner  was  she  knows  not.) 
He  then  "went  out  and  leturn'd  again,  and  she  saw  Molesworth  give 
Sohnyder  money,  who  said  he  was  going  to  give  it  to  his  mother ; 
and  heard  Sohnyder  ask  Molesworth  whether  they  should  find  him 
there,  (meaning  Mrs.  McCoy's  House) ;  he  answered  they  shou'd 
find  him  at  his  lodgings  at  Mrs.  Yarnuirs  in  Chestnut  Street.  And 
Ezuninant  further  saith  that  on  Mrs.  O'Bryan's  being  taken  up, 
she  (Mrs.  0' Bryan)  advised  Examinant  on  her  Examination  to  tell 
lA  lUtle  Truth  as  possible,  and  then  they  cannot  hurt  you.  She 
told  Examinant  that  she,  Mrs.  O'Bryan  should  do  very  well  wore  it 
BOt  for  Eldcidge. 

her 
ABIGAIL  X  McCOY. 
mark. 

This  Examination  taken  before  us  the  day  and  year  first  within 
written. 

■  JAS.  YOUNG, 
JOHN  MOOR, 
DANL.  CLYMER. 


ExAMiKATiON  OF  Sarah  O'Brtan,  1777. 

Mrs.  Bryan  being  called  in,  closely  adheres  tp  her  Examination 
taken  before  the  Board  of  War,  excepting  in  these  Points,  that  on 
FHday,  in  the  Afternoon,  before  Molesworth  was  apprehended,  as 
she  was  returning  from  the  Dutch  market,  she  call  d  at  Joseph 
Thomas's^  in  Front  Street,  who  informed  her  that  two  young  men 
had  lately  come  from  Camp,  ^'ho  offered  to  eive  one  hundred 
duineaa  to  any  Pilot  who  wou'd  bring  round  the  English  fleet  from 
New  York  to  Philada.  He  ask'd  her  whether  there  were  not  Pilots 
it  her  Honse,  and  whether  she  could  not  get  anv  ^for  the  above 
Purpose;  she  said  she  would  not,  for  the  Englisn  would  as  soon 
Uow  down  her  Honse  as  another's.  She  immediately  on  going  home, 
said  before  a  Number  of  People  in  her  House,  among  whom  was 
Kehemiah  Maul,  (Pilot)  that  the  English  wanted  Pilots  to  bring 
them  round  to  Philada.  Maul  made  answer  that  he  would  not 
Pilot  them  round  for  Nine  thousand  Guineas.  And  Higgins,  the 
Pilot,  beinff  also  present,  dam'd  his  soul  if  he  would  not  pilot  them 
round  for  fifty  Guineas.    Joseph  Thomas  bIbo  said  to  her  loud  at 
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his  front  door,  let  thom  take  Care  that  their  Guna  are  not  spiked  vp 
at  the  fort. 

SARAH  (yVRYAS* 
Eumined  before  ua,  May  13.  1777. 

JA8.  YOUNG, 
JOHN  MOOR, 
DANL.  GLYMBB. 


Besolutions  of  Committeb  of  Gumbbrland  Co.,  1777. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Coaotj  Committee  of  Cumberland  held  a& 
Shippensburgh  the  15th  May,  1777. 

Resolved  that  all  Apprentices  and  servants  are  the  Property  oT 
their  masters  and  mistresses,  and  every  mode  of  depriving  such  mas- 
ters and  mistresses  of  their  Property  is  a  Violation  of  the  Rights  of 
mankind,  contrary  to  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  this  State,  the 
Resolves  of  the  Honorable  the  Continental  Congress,  and  an  offonee 
against  the  Peace  of  the  good  People  of  this  State,  except  the  consent 
of  the  masters  and  mistresses,  in  their  proper  persons,  or  by  their 
Representatives  in  Oenl.  Assembly  met,  shall  be  first  had  and  ob- 
tained. 

Rfsolved,  that  every  Officer,  non  commissioned  Officer,  &  soldier, 
or  other  Person,  who  hath  inlisted  any  Servant,  or  apprentioe  the 
Property  of  any  Inhabitant  of  this  County,  do  return  all  such  en- 
listed Servants  and  Apprentices  to  their  proper  Owners  (on  appliei- 
tion  made  to  them  for  that  Purpose),  such  servant  and  apprentices 
to  continue  with  their  respective  owners,  untill  the  mind  of  the 
Legislature  of  this  State  shall  be  made  known,  by  their  Act  touobiog 
the  Premises ;  And  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  Free  men  A. 
this  County  to  aid  and  assist  all  injured  Persons  to  apprehend  sneh 
Servants  and  apprentices  so  inlisted,  and  deliver  them  to  their  ownen 
and  also  to  take  the  Person,  or  Persons,  who  have  inlisted  them,  o 
who  shall  refuse  to  deliver  them  to  their  owners,  or  who  shall  her 
after  inlist  any  servant  or  apprentice,  &  bring  them  before  the  ne 
justice  of  the  Peace,  or  the  next  Township  Committee  (where  thf 
is  not  a  justice).  Who  are  hereby  reauested  to  commit  them  to  ' 
Prison  of  thu  County,  untill  they  shall  cause  such  servant  or  appi 
tice  to  be  delivered  to  the  owner,  and  give  good  free  hold  seen 
for  their  own  good  Behaviour  in  future,  or  untill  the  mind  of 
Legislature  of  this  state,  shall  be  declared,  by  their  Act,  touc 
the  Premises^ 

*  See  pugc  277. 
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3oZi.  Jacob  Mobgan,  to  Pbes.  Whabtoit,  1777. 

Reading,  May  16th,  1777. 

«ed  haye  sent  an  Exact  list  of  the  Field  Officers,  Captains, 
nuland  Court  martial  men  of  the  Six  Battalions  of  the  Berks 
muitia,  as  they  were  divided  k  Sub  divided  agreeable  to  the 
act,  Eighteen  of  which  sub  divisions  did  not  attend  to  choose 
Seers,  which  the  Lieutenants  took  on  them  to  do^  they  are 
{  said  list,  marked  in  the  margin  with  N.  B.  &c. 
le  4th  Battalion  in  said  List  Nicholas  Luby,  late  Lieut.  Col., 
Plying  Camp  &  Peter  Decker  a  Captain  were  chosen  as  Field 
in  said  Battalion,  Those  Gentlemen  were  taken  prisoners  on 
lUnd  the  former  is  now  on  parole,  and  the  latter  as  its  said 
is  escape. 

Ciommissioners  appointed  for  Collecting  Blankets  met  here 
led  orders  for  Collecting  the  Quantity  allotted  in  this  County 
Continental  Service,  and  300  for  the  Berk  militia, 
re  made  strict  enquiry  about  arms,  and  find  about  150  with 
ements  may  be  procured  in  Reading,  which  may  be  made  fit 
rieo  in  a  fortnight,  as  to  Drums  Coulors  and  Fifes,  none  are 
leeied,  but  have  this  day  sent  notices  for  the  same  as  well  as 
».9  to  be  brought  in,  in  order  to  be  got  in  immediate  repair. 
»lf  and  Brethercn  have  this  Day  made  a  moderate  Estimate  of 
ley  necessary  for  purchasing  Blankets,  &c.,  and  Carrying  into 
ron  the  militia  Law  with  the  utmost  expedition,  and  are  of 
that  three  thousand  two  hundred  Dollars  ought  to  be  imme- 
remitted  for  said  purpose,  as  we  have  engaged  by  written 
lent  out  to  pay  the  money  for  all  those  brought  in  against  the 
istant 

I  am  with  great 

Respect  your  Excellency's 

most  obed*  Humble  Servant. 

_  JACOB  MORGAN.* 

lis  Ezoellency  Thomas  Wharton  Esq.,  President  of  the  Sa- 
Bzeoutive  Coancil  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia. 

»  See  Colon.  Bee.,  Vol.  XI,  p.  208. 
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Sam'l  WxthskilL)  JIEU9  TO  TUB  BoABl)  OF  Wah,  1777 

Philadelphia.  5in«  16,  1777. 
The  Honourable  the  board  of  War  for  Pcunsjrlvaaia.  , 

.Ctentknieii, 

When  I  agreed  with  you  sometime  ago  to  mAe  jon  sofue  QHtAj 
"the  price  of  Wool  &  workmaoBhip  was  then  00  high  that  I  did  not 
expect  it  would  raise,  the  probability  of  it  did  not  then  occur,  tho 
'lftiine<fiately  a'ft^r  they  btigan  to  raise,  and  have  gradually  risen  to 
such  an  extravagatit  highth  'that  I  find  it  itnpossible  to  comply  with 
tey  engagement.  Sach  Cloth  as  I  then  intended  to  make  yofa  for 
!ZOs.  ^yd.,  cannot  now  be  tnade  foir  less  than  27s.  Gcf.,  tho  as  I  then 
liad  purchased  some  wool  at  a  lower  rate  than  it  now  sells  currentlj 
*fyt  I  am  willing  thsit  you  should  have  a  quantity  at  25s..  I  hsvenow 
some  pieces  finisht,  such  as  the  two  pieces  which  I  delivered  yon, 
^hose  you  may  have  at  the  same  ratie  which  you  had  them  for,  to  wit^ 
l8s.  ^yd.,  tho  it  is  much  below  what  such  goods  ought  to  fetch  at 
the  rate  things  In  general  sell,  I  expect  in  all  engagements,  ezoepUons 
ttre  implyed,  &  believe  you  have  more  honour  than  to  desire  I  would 
liurt  myself  to  serve  the  Public,  I  should  be  glad  to  be  infonoed 
"Whetlher  you  are  willing  to  give  such  a  Price  for  Cloth  as  may  induce 
*ine  to  purchase  any  extraordinary  quantity  of  Wool  at  the  Price  ^ 
.m^y  -8^1  for,  it  is  now  7«.  M.  "^  lb.,  and  I  expect  will  soon  bs  10<- 

From  your  Friend, 

SAM'L.  WETHERILL,  Jr.^ 


I 


Col.  Jo.  Kirkbridb  to  Pres't  WnARiOTs^  1777. 
Sir,  ^ 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  Ezcelency,  that  I  have  done  (ir  ^^ 


towards  the  araingment  of  the  Militia  of  this  County,  ahd  (toepai^^ 
Ihem  for  service.  I  have  now  about  one  half  of  our  Quota  of  n^^  ^ 
at  Hed  qi«  near  Bristol— all  furnished  with  Blanklts,  but  are  ^0\^ 
defitient  in  armes,  &o.  Which  is  partly  owing  to  the  Wiailt  ot  tJ*^" 
to  procure  them. 

We  have  been  under  the  Disagreeable  Necessity  of  finding  a  ^ 
No.  of  Substitutes — and  have  yet  many  more  to  procure,  before 
can  Compleat  our  Quota. 

As  Our  money  is  quite  run  out,  I  am  under  the  Necessity      ^^ 
beging  your  Ezcelency  will  give  an  Order  in  favour  of  Col.  La^?^/ 

*  See  page  866. 
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-  meh  ftirtber  sum  of  money  as  may  be  waDted,  to  folly  aqxrip  the 
iKtm  for  doty. 

I  Expect  one-half  of  onr  Quota  will  be  made  np  with  SabstituteS| 
lieh  -at  least  will  take  £1500  more — Our  Quota  of  Blankits  (which 
arpeet  is  nearly  rais'd  and  Lodg'd  at  Newton)  will  amount  to 
Kweea  5  &  £600— the  Blankits  for  «he  first  Class  of  Militiir-^aboot 
much — ^besides  the  money  which  is  wanted  to  purchase  armes  Jkc 
which  at  least  will  reqnire  £500  more. 

This  Dranght  may  seem  very  Extrodenary,  but  do  asuro  your 
Eoelency  it  will  not  be  a  farthing  fliore  than  will  bo  absolutely 
BMmnry,  And  when  the  Guns,  Blankits,  &c.  is  once  had^  I  hope 
}j,  will  be  taken  proper  Care  of,  to  be  of  Use  an  Other  day. 

I  am  with  the  utmost  respect 

your  Excelenc/s  most  Obedient 

&  Very  Ilum^  Scrvt, 

JO.  KIRKBRIDE.* 

Bdlevue,  Bucks  County,  IS'**  of  May,  1777. 

IrecUdj 

Xb  HiB  Ezcelency  Thomas  WhartoUj  Esq^  President  of  the  State 
Ptonsylvania. 

SWToar'd  by  1 


Babtbbm  Galbraith  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Donegal,  May  19*^  1777. 
Hfty  it  please  your  Excellency, 

r, 

By  this  Pm  to  enform  you  that  I  have  hitherto  lost  no  time  in 
daTOuring  to  embody  the  Militia  of  this  County,  since  my 
pointment,  but  find  it  an  arduous  task — I  have  got  Six  Battalions 
i  of  Nine  formed,  the  three  yet  to  form,  are  in  the  heart  of  the 
ininists  Settlements  in  our  County,  who  pamper  with  the  Consta- 
H  ft  prevent  them  of  making  their  Returns,  by  which  I'm  rendered 
lable  to  do  anv  thing  with  them ;  1  have  heard  it  reported  that 
ey  mean  to  withstand  the  mcasnres,  but  as  our  Magistrates  have 
ea  lately  Qualified  into  Office  hope  to  see  matters  have  a  different 
>mplection. 

Should  they  withstand  the  Measures,  would  be  glad  of  some  In- 
rotitions  from  your  Excellency  how  to  Proceed.  Our  Treasurers 
ive  refused  answering  any  Draughts  as  directed  by  the  Militia 
ct — I  have  given  orders  for  the  Quota  of  Men  demanded  from  this 
ranty  to  March  this  week  (from  the  Battalions  formed)  but  as  yet 

w 

♦  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  XI.  p.  208. 
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hare  not  rooeived  an  aco'  from  the  different  Colonels  what  anns  k 
aooontriments  may  be  wanting,*  yet  I  hope  by  the  time  the  finf 
diYiBion  marches,  I  shall  be  able  to  give  an  aoconnt  that  yoor 
Ezoellency  may  order  them  Eqaipt  at  Chester.  If  yoar  Curiosity 
■hoold  lead  yon  to  enquire  farther  into  the  State  of  this  County,  I 
refer  you  to  Col^  Lawry  who  will  be  with  you  &  oan  inform  you 

particularly. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your 
Excellencys  most  Obedient 
fiumble  Serv'ty 

BABTBEM  OALBRAITH. 
DirectetL 
To  Hi8  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jun%  Esq*",  Philadelphia. 


Archibald  Lochrt  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Westmoreland,  y  20«*  May,  1777. 
Honnored  Sir, 

On  mv  arrival  On  the  forth  of  April  I  found  this  County  In  a. 
Confused  situation.     The  Alarm  of  Simpsons  Being  Kill'd  and  Moor^ 
head  Being  Missing  Struck  such  Terror  On  the  Minds  of  the  PeopW 
that  the  fruntears  Waire  Entirely  fleed  Into  the  Hart  of  the  SetUe 
ment  and  a  greato  Numbers  Over  the  Mountains.     In  Order  to  Pui 
a  stop  to  the  Poopels  Entirely  Evacuating  the  Cuntery  I  Yentnro<&  jM 
to  Raise  Sixty  Men  and  Stationed  them  On  the  frontears  ~ 
twdicksand  the  Month  of  Kiskamenitus  In  fore  Divitions  under  th 
Command  of  Two  Captains  and  Two  LieutP,  Which  Covered  tha 
frunteir  so  Well  that  the  People  are  In  seneral  Oon  Back  to  thei 
Plantations  and  fell  to  their  Leabours.     I  flatter  Myself  Wfaenyo 
Excellency  Is  Enform'  What  Bennifit  these  Raingers  Hass  Been 
this  Destres^  fruutier,  you  Will  Not  Hesitate  One  Moment  In  Al 
lowine  them  to  Be  Paid  By  the  State — they  are  Engag'd  for  tw( 
Months  if  Not  sooner  Discharge  By  Bre^ear  Gennenl  HandLJV    J 
Order  and  Promised  the  same  Pay  and  Rations  of  Continankad 
l^roops.     Which  if  your  Excellancy  Will  Please  to  Alow  the 
Will  Bo  Ecknowledged  By  the  fruntears  In  general  and  In  Pertioi^. 
lar. 

By  your  Excellancys  most  Obed'nt 
Humb»  Serv't, 

A.  LOCHET. 

Directed, 

To  His  Excellancy  Tho»  Wharton,  Jun.,  Esq',  Preiudent  of  th 
Supndm  Executive  Counsel  of  State  of  Pensvlvania. 
Favoured  By  Col»  1 
John  Proctor.      j 

*  See  Colon.  Roc.  Vol.  XI.  p.  212. 
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Col.  Brodhkad  to  Board  op  War,  1777. 

Summerset  Court  House,  May  20*^,  1777. 

Sit, 

I  am  Honoured  with  jour  favour  of  the  twelfth  instaut,  and  am 
hippy  in  the  assurance  yon  give  me  of  having  my  Begt.  Cloathed. 

The  men  were,  previous  to  my  appointment,  lumisht  with  more 
tSoathiiiff  than  I  knew  of,  when  I  wrote  you,  and  no  Stoppages  hav^ 
teen  made  for  those  Cloathing,  because  M'.  Mease  had  not  informed 
the  officers  what  the  Prices  were. 

If  I  am  rightly  instructed,  the  men  are  by  Hcsolve  of  CongresB 
entitled  to  a  fiounty  of  a  suit  of  Cloathing  each,  and  stoppages  shatl 
he  made  out  of  their  pay  for  those  they  have  bad. 

I  would  with  tha  greatest  ebcerfulncss  send  you  a  Return  of  the 
officera  of  my  Regt.  as  it  now  stands,  with  the  names  of  worthy  Gen- 
tlemen to  fill  the  vacancies,  but  his  Excellency  Genl.  Washington 
haying  been  wrote  to  by  G«nL  Lincoln,  on  account  of  the  scarcity 
of  offima  to  do  the  duty  of  the  Regt.  hath  commanded  me  to  send 
him  ft  list  of  the  vacanoios  and  officers  in  order  that  he  might  issue 
their  netir  appointments  in  the  Regimental  Line,  and  condemned  a 
PropoMttoB  for  filKng  the  vacancies  with  more  worthy  men.  If, 
therefore,  your  Honble  Board  was  to  proceed  to  the  appointment  of 
new  offieera,  a&oh  as  I  could  undertake  to  recommend,  your  oppoint- 
uents  would  certainly  interfere  with  those  made  in  the  Regimental 
line  by  bis  Excellency.  I  wish  his  Excellency  had  not  been  wrote 
to  on  the  occasion,  and  will  write  you  as  soon  as  I  am  informed  what 
liath  been  done  by  the  General. 

If  it  will  give  you  any  satisfaction  I  will  on  the  first  notice  send 
JOB  ft  liat  of  the  officers. 

I  am  with  due  Respect  &  Esteem  your 

most  obed*  Serv^ 

DANIEL  BRODHBAD. 

To  Biohaxd  Baohe^  Esqr.,  Chairman  of  the  Honble  Board  of  War 
FUlftddphift. 

^  Fav  Gaptn  Hoffnagle. 
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iVT  Board  to  Board  op  War  op  Pennsylvaitia,  1777 

Navy  Board,  May  20, 1777. 

In  eonBoqacncc  of  a  Resolvo  of  CoDgreBs,  we  were  directed  to  for- 
ward Six  Guns  to  Capo  May  in  the  JerseySi  to  be  stationed  there 
for  the  protection  of  our  vessels,  &o.,  that  may  put  in  or  run  ashore 
in  or  near  said  District.  As  it  is  requisite  this  matter  should  be 
immediately  attended  to,  we  wish  you  would  lend  us  4  Four  Ponn- 
dera  ready  mounted  on  travelling  Cariages;  we  have  three  six. 
Pounders  &  one  four  pounder  which  we  will  get  mounted  as  soon 
possible  &  put  in  the  place  of  the  four  suns  we  ask  of  you.  Oui 
Expeotation  is  to  exchaugo  these  guns  wnen  the  purpose  fir  whicbK:_fh 
we  nave  borrowed  them  is  answered,  or  we  can  supply  their  places  ^8 
at  Gape  May  with  others,  and  we  hope  we  shall  then  receive  our  ^^ar 
own  guns  again. 

We  are 

Your  very  hble  servts, 

FRA.  HOPKINSON, 

JOHN  NEON, 

JOHN  WHARTON, 

Direeiedf 

To  the  Honourable  The  Board  of  War  for  the  Stafte  of  PennsyC 
▼anil. 


Gov.  Livingston  to  Board  op  War  op  PEirNSTLVANU,  177 

Haddonfield,  21  May,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  Prisoners  hereafter  mentioned,  confined  in  your  State  Priso0 
&  Subjects  of  this  State,  were  apprehended  in  Januaty  laat,  in  the 
County  of  Monmouth  as  disaffected,  &  are  said  to  have  enliatad  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  on  condition  of  their  being  aet  at 
Liberty. 

This  Stete  cannot  set  them  at  Liberty  being  confined  in  your 
prison  ;  &  it  is  presumed  you  will  not  desire  to  detain  them  on  our 
application  to  have  them  before  us  to  examine  into  the  nature  of 
their  crimes.  ^  We  therefore  apply  to  have  them  delivered  to  the 
guards  who  will  wait  on  you  with  this,  &  such  of  them  as  we  can 
legally  discharge^  and  who  have  inlisted  in  the  Service,  we  shall  take 
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«re  to  deliver  to  the  proper  officer  to  see  them  join  their  respeetiTO 
BittalioiMy 
Their  names  aroi 

Jambs  Allsn,  David  RooEBSy 

Jonah  Nswiand,  William  Nkwland^ 

Benjamin  Woollbt,  John  Sears, 

William  Pabrer,  William  Tomson^ 

Thomas  Parent,  John  Wright, 

Jonathan  Burdob,  Henrt  Minks, 

Jambs  Gomp^on,  Stoal  Havins, 

WnjJAM  North,  John  North, 

With  such  others  as  were  taken  by  Major  Mifflin. 

I  am 

Sir, 

Your  most  humble  Svt, 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

PS.  Tho'  we  are  famisbed  with  the  above  list  as  of  persons  who 
liava  ialisted,  some  of  them  have  already  been  discharged,  we  there- 
lore  mean  those  of  them  who  are  still  oonfined  with  you. 

JDirecied^ 

The  Bonorable  the  Board  of  War  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


4 

Wm.  Henrt  k  John  Hubley  to  Prbs't  Wharton,  1777. 

Lanoaster,  May  22%  1777.  . 

Sir, 

'  A  Petition  from  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Town  to  the  Assembly 
and  Council  which  comes  herewith,  sets  forth  the  inconvenience  this 
Town  labours  under  for  want  of  Magistrates,*  and  prays  that  a 
Remedy  be  provided  to  redress  them,  which  we  suppose  the  House 
will  do  by  making  a  Law  impowering  the  Council  to  appoint  suitable 
P^wsons  for  that  purpose.  We  therefore  beg  leave  to  name  several 
of  the  Inhabitants  here  who  would  be  suitable  for  that  purpose,  to 
wit:  William  Bausman,  Michael  Hnbley,  John  Hopson  and  Mathias 
OrsdflF^  the  three  first  named  have  severally  for  some  years  filled  the 
office  of  Borgesses,  and  are  acquainted  with  the  Duties  of  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  and  the  latter  we  make  no  doubt  will  do  Honor  to 
such  ail  appointment.  As  to  the  rest  of  the  prayer  of  the  Petition, 
in  respect  of  Burgesses,  Town  Clerk,  &c.,  an  election  for  the  purpose 
mar  be  at  the  usual  Time,  and,  the  inconvenience  for  want  of  them 
%ili  be  remidied,  should  the  above  named  Persons  meet  with  your 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  XT.  p.  211. 
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^iprobfttion  in  the  i^ppointment  as  JmtioeB  of  iihe  pM<}e,  and  the 

Mine  Law  can  likewise  provide  in  respect  of  the  Prothonottny. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be  jont  EzoeHencyb 
most  Obed't  and  very  Vh\B  Serv'tSi 
WlLtiAM  HEN&Y, 
JOHN  flUBLEIT. 

P.  S. — ^We  beg  tire  fkronr  of  you  to  have  the  Petitieii  presented 
to  the  House  of  Asseubly. 

Directed f 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton^  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsj*!  Philadelphia. 


Gov.  Wm.  Livingston  to  Boabd  of  War,  1777. 

Hadddiifidd,  22  May,  1777. 

Sir, 

Messrs.  Stocom  &  Parker  will  wait  on  yon  with  this.  The  Formet^^ 
IB -owner  of  a  negro  slave  called  Joe,  ft  the  latter  -oif  a  negto  -vaUed^B 
Scipio.     Both  of  the  slaves  were  some  time  since  taken  up  by  our=^ 

Militia  officers  in  the  County  of  Monmouth  on  Suspicion  of  intend^ * 

ing  to  join  the  Enemy,  &  were  among  a  number  of  other  Prisoner^K 
l^urri^d  to  your  Jail  in  Philadelphia.     On  Examination  of  th^^ 
mdtter  fey  Ihe  Odvemor  and  Council  of  ^afcty  of  this  State,  it  iqp 
pears  that  the  suspicions  against  them  were  not  well  founded,  &  ihi 
Boaid  accordingly  agreed  to  have  the  negroes  delivered  to  theiP 
respective  masters  on  their  discharging  the  Expenses    that  hiir^ 
accrued  for  their  support  ft'maintananoe,  &  giTii^  tiieir  rcfpeptive 
JSonds  to  this  Government  for  their  good  BeJ^vouff  ii^  fatnxe.    Tk» 
latter  they  have  oomplied  with ;  and  the  former  they  promise  to 
perforn  on  the  Beoeipt  of  their  slaves.    This  is  therefore  to  laqnait 
you  to  order  the  Pisrson  irho  has  them  ia  Cpstody  to  deliver  theai 
to  their  masters  on  their  ^paying  the  I}x|>enses  ibqy  have  ODoaaionsi 
by  their  lEcepiqg. 

late,. 

Sir, 

Youir  tiA))Jt\huttible  Siefty't, 

WIL.  UVIfTfiSTON. 

To  Sicbard  Bacbe,  Esq',  dhairman  of  the  Board  (^  War,  Pliila- 
flelphia. 
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SapuMB  Exscunvfl  Oouncil  to  Wk.  Bailex^  &;c.»  1777. 

Sir, 

Hii  Excellenoy  the  Prefeident  and  several  membon  of  the  Oonnoil 
JisTo  been  in  the  oitj  sereral  days  but  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
-■Bake  a  qnoram.  I  am  therefore  ordered  to  request  that  joa  will 
qpAaaaB  to  attend  the  Oounoil  as  soon  as  possible.  A  qnoram  of  the 
-fionae  of  Assembly  is  met  and  now  entering  on  business. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect, 

your  most  humble  servant, 

•  T.  M.,  Sec'ry, 

Phflad'a,  May  2?,  1777. 

To  Wm.  Bailey,  Esq't,  Laneaster, 

Eddy,  Esq'r,  York, 
Geo.  t^ylor,  Bsq'r,  Northampton^ 


^tm^ 


P&SBIDlENT.OF  COUNCIL  TO  COMHITTlSE  OP  LaKCAST£R,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  May  122, 1777. 

Sir, 

The  (Commissary  of  Prfsonexii  appointed  by  General  Wadhinefon, 
has  requested  His  Excellency  the  President  to  famish  him  witn  an 
looount  of  the  expcnces  and  disbYtrsements  of  this  State  in  fcvour  of 
the  sereral  prisoners  taken  from  the  King  of  Great  Britain— 'and  a 
Mom  of  such  prisoners  as  are  at  present  in  this  State,  with  their 
)rank,  &o.  His  Excellency  has  therefore  ordered  me  to  request  that 
ton  will  immediately  forrord  to  him  an  account  of  the  said  expenoes 
mcurred  in  your  district  (p*  and  unpaid)  with  the  several  proper 
authenticated  Vouchers  for  the  same — and  a  list  of  such  prisoners 
as  are  now  nnder  your  care.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the 
greatest  respe(^t, 

your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

T.  M. 

J)ire€tedf 

To  the  Hon'ble  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Lancaster. 
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Jonathan  Potts  to  Board  of  War  of  Pbnnstltania,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

A  good  opportatiity  offsring,  which  seldom  it  the  Cubi  Z  emhrace 
'it  to  give  yoa  Bome  aooo^  of  oar  situatioa.    I  retamed  to  this 
pIsM  yesterday  from  Tf.    Our  Oarrison  at  that  post  is  daBy  i» 
iSHasipg,  it  now  oonsists  of  8^00  men,  and  there  are  1500  Militia 
from  New  Hamshire  &  Berkshire  on  their  maroh.    By  a  Priaonor 
taken  16  miles  helow  Ooioq  Kiver,  a  New  Hamshire  Grant  man, 
who  deserted  last  year  &  has  heen  with  the  Enemy  all  Winter,  ft 
who  was  sent  out  to  gain  Intelliffenoe  by.  G|jpnend  Philips,  who 
oommands  at  Montreal,  we  are  informed  that  the  Troops  were 
oantoned  in  small  parties  over  the  Country,  no  preparations  made 
of  coming  down  as  yet,  tho'  he  says  it  is  their  undoubted  determi- 
nation to  pay  us  a  visit  this  season.    Their  Vessels  at  St.  Johns 
are  the  Prideauz,  the  Inflexible  of  20  Guns,  the  Maria,  &  Garleton, 
each  of  16 ;  the  Washington  Bow  Galley,  &  Lee  Gutter  taken  from 
us  last  year,  and  a  new  20  Gun  ship  to  be  finished  by  the  first  a 
June.     Great  uneasiness  between  the  Canadians  &  Begulars,  a  uni 
versal  Cry  for  Clothing,  Provisions  very  high,  &  recruiting  ver 
slow  indeed.      The  Pnsoners  taken  bv  M^Kay  at  Sabbau  da 
Pointy  were  well  treated  &  fed,  &  an  absolute  negative  is  pat  b 
General  Carleton  aeainst  further  Scalping,  which  disgusted  thi 
Savages  much.   We  have  in  this  City  a  Motley  Crew  of  800  Savages 
wh6  appear  friendly  indeed — &  under  the  Command  of  General  ~ 
I  trust  we  have  nothing  to  fear  in  this  Quarter.     My  Oodj  what 
alteration  since  his  arrival !    As  to  my  Department  it  ffjoa  m 

Sleaanre  to  assure  you  that  I  have  but  zO  in  the  General  Hoepiti 
;  11  Invalids  in  other  places^  in  short  the  Troops  are  extremely 
Healthy;  my  Gardens  go  on  well,  I  have  25  Acres  at  differen 
plaeesi  my  only  ambition  is  to  preserve  the  Health  of  the  Soldiei^- 
a  tenderly  nurse  the  sick.    Sxouse  this  scrawl,  should  be  happy  to» 
hear  from  you  if  your  other  more  important^Business  woold  sive  yom. 
iifnCi,  enclose  a  News  paper.    My  Compliments  to  all  friends  &  be- 
liciY^.  >ne  to  be  your 

most  obed't  hnmble  Serv't^ 

JON'N  POTTS. 

Albany,  May  25th,  1777. 

Directed. 

To  Owen  Biddle,  Esauire,  President  of  the  Hon^**  Boaid  of  War 
for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania^  Philadelphia. 
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Lbwis  Morris  to  Congress,  1777. 

Head  Qaartera,  PrinoetOn,  May  29th,  1777. 
Sear  Sir, 

I  am  desired  by  Oeiil.  Sullivan  to  communicate  the  following  In- 
tiUigeiioa  to  yon  which  he  received  from  an  officer  at  Shrewebary. 
3Sia(  the  two  ships  which  the  Enemy  have  been  for  some  time  fitting 
mat  at  New  York,  mounting  thirty  two,  twenty  four  and  eighteen 
PoonderB,  sailed  from  the  Hook  last  Monday  afternoon  and  stood 
floath  in  company  of  a  ship  of  War  of  considerable  Force.  The  two 
ships  above  mentioned  were  large  and  long  and  very  low  to  the  water 
Zhe  aakne  day  camo  into  the  Hook  eighteen  sail  of  Topsail  Vessels, 
one  large  man  of  War,  which  lay  at  the  Hook  yesterday  mornings 

From 

y  hble  Servant, 

LEWIS  MORRIS,  A.  D.  C. 

N.  B.  The  two  vessels  alladed  to  be  old  East  Indiamen  ont  down. 


(Copy)  To  the  officer  commanding  at  Philada. 

In  Congress,  May  80, 1777. 

Ordered  that  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  Lewis  Morris  dated  at  Head 
Qnarters  Princeton,  May  29, 1777,  be  sent  to  the  Supremo  executive 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sec. 

The  above  is  copy  of  a  letter  received  by  Congress  and  laid  before 
His  Excellency  the  president  &  members  of  council  met  By  their 
order  it  is  sent  to  your  honorable  board. 

Your  very  hmble  Servant 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec. 

May  30, 1777. 

Direcied. 

^To  the  hon'ble  Board  of  War  for  Pennsylvania. 
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Pbbs.  Whabton  to  Geo.  Brtant,  &  J.  Evans,  1777. 

Philadelphia  May  80, 1777.  ' 
Sir, 

His  fixertleney  the  praddent  eommandt  me  to  aeqnaint  yoa  4ilat 
Sir.  Bayly,  Mr.  Hoge  and  Mr.  Prootor,  members  of  Oootimlaivii 
the  City  that  Mr.  Morgan,  is  gone  a  joomey  to  the  SouChwari  Mr 
iTaylor  k  Mr.  Kidd  are  unwell,  and  eannot  attend  at  presmit,  ani 
•Mr.  Eddy  of  ¥ork  Ooanty  is  not  eome  down,  yoa  will  see  the  lasss 
iRtyof  your  attending  in  eonnoil*if  it  be  possible. 
.  OoBgrees  hare  this  day  sent  np  a  letter  firom  Lewis  Honis  men- 
taomgthe  sailing  of  two  fiaet  Indiaships  (oat  dewu)  whieh-ths 
enemy  have  been  repairing  at  New  York  for  some  time  past,  they 
carry  32,  24,  &  18  pounders. -and  were  in  company  with  a  man  of 
war  of  coQsiderable  forooy  they  lef^  the  Hook  on  monday -afternoon , 
and  sailed  *South,  and  that  on  the  same  day  eighteen  topsail  yesseb 
anived'Ot  tfaeHook<adetteman  of  War.  / 

With  great  respect 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be 

Your  ye^  h'ble  SeruaDt. 

...  (l^.  M. 

JH'Mcted^ 
To  Bonb.  Qeo.  Biyan,  Ilsq.^  &  -Honl^.  John  Eyaosi  fisg. 


OouiroEL  TO  JoHir  Hahooctk,  PftEBiDBm.  177iF. 

.  'May 40, 1777. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  Congress  threo  thousand  of 
the  Militia  of  this  State  are  ordered  to  encamp  at  Chester  Udfin^tol 
part  of  which  are  arriyed  &  the  remainder  are  preparing  to  ttdrdi 
with  all  dispatch.  *;  «.  i 

The  Committee  of  Congress  in  conference  with  the  iBoard  of  wit 
of  this  State  on  the  subject  of  calling  out  the  Militia  informed  them 
&  myself  that  Congress  would  famish  the  arms,  Tents,  &o.,  as  were 
necessary  to  equip  them.  I  am  obliged  to  call  on  Congress  for  this 
supply,  for  I  find  that  the  Militia  of  Pennsylyania  who  haye  hereto- 
fore been  called  into  seryice  haye  from  time  to  time  left  so  many  of 
of  their  arms  in  the  hands  of  the  Continental  Commissaries  by  order 
of  Gen.  Washington,  together  with  what  has  been  supplied  to  the 
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troops  of  other  States,  as  they  are  passing  on  to  oamp^  that  we  are 
at  preeent  possessed  of  yery  few  fit  for  servioe. 

I  miut  therefore  request  that  you  will  please  to  order  the  neoesary 
araiSy  Tents,  and  Camp  equipage  for  the  militia,  now  oalled  into 
Senriee  to  be  ready  as  they  shall  be  called  for  by  the  General  officers 
or  Lieut's,  ai  the  Counties  of  thb  State,  so  as  the  militia  may  not  be 
anneeessaiily  detained,  but  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  render  im- 
■sdiate  serrioe  to  the  States,  to  answer  the  design  of  Congress. 

Direeied, 
To  Hon'ble  Jno.  Hanoook,  Esq. 


Babibem  Galbraith  to  Pbbsident  Whabton,  1777. 

To  bis  Excellencie,  Thomas  Wharton,  ju".  Esq',  Preoident  of  the 
State  of  Pennsyhania. 

Whereas,  in  Pursueance  of  your  Ezoclleneies  appointment  to  me, 
directed  as  Lieutenant  for  the  County  of  Lancaster,  I  called  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Sub  lieutenants  appointed  to  my  Assistance,  divided  the 
County  into  nine  distriots,  &  Issued  my  Warrants  on  the  5*^  day  of 
April  last  to  the  Constables  of  the  different  Townships  for  returning 
to  me  the  Names  of  ali  the  Male  white  Persons  between  the  Ages  of 
Eighteen  &  fifty  three  Years,  as  directed  by  the  Militia  Law ;  after 
the  time  allowed  them  for  the  takeing  in  those  returns  of  their 
respeotive  distriots,  waited  at  Lancaster  for  the  receipt  of  them,  & 
rec*  returns  for  the  Borrough  and  Twenty-four  Townships  out  of 
Thirty-three;  Eight  Townships  yet  remain  Unretumed,  &  seem  to 
give  a  Violent  Opposition  to  the  measures ;  I  believe  owing  to  the  poi- 
soned minds  of  a  few  Individuals  amongst  us.  I  sent  a  Guard  for 
two  Constables  within  those  Townships,  Shaving  paid  no  reguard  to 
the  Constable's  Second  Vissit)  and  has  oolidged  them  to  give  their 
Bonds  and  Security  by  two  Sufficient  surities  in  200£  each,  for  their 
appearance  at  the  first  Court  of  Record  to  be  held  at  Lancaster,  for 
the  County  of  Lancaster,  for  their  neglect  oi  duty. 

Yours  Excellencies  demand  for  600  men  from  the  County  of  Lan- 
cjster,  to  march  to  Chester,  turned  my  yiews  another  way.  I 
sainted  dajrs  for  the  choice  of  Field  Officers  within  the  Several 
distriots  returned  to  me,  as  well  as  Company  Officers,  &  drawing  the 
CIsssos  of  each  Company.  Immediately  on  the  appointment  of  the 
Colonels,  transmitted  to  them  a  Copy  of  your  Excellencies  Letter, 
as  well  as  the  Resolve  of  Congress,  with  Instructions  to  hold  the 
first  Class  of  each  Company,  in  their  respective  Battalions,  in  ready- 
ness  for  their  March  to  Chester,  at  the  same  time  pledging  myself  to 
them,  that  Notwithstanding  some  part  of  the  Militia  of  the  County 
remained  unembodied,  equal  Justice  should  be  don  to  them  in  a 
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Fatnre  day ;  observing  to  tbem,  ihst  the  baokwtrdiieBB  of  ft  few 
Individuals  ought  not  to  be  the  means  of  endangegriiig  the  State.    Ai 
Offioera,  they  have  don  their  datj ;  bat  the  baokwardiiea  (or  rather 
Oppoeition)  of  a  few,  exoeedingly  Impede  their  March.     A  number 
<yf  People,  who  hitherto  haVe  deolared  against  beanos  of  Anns  on 
Aoo^  of  their  Religious  Principals,  iui  well  others,  who  haf  e  lifted 
Arms  in  defence  of  their  Country,  have  Assembled  (as  I'm  told)  in 
different  parts  of  the  County,  in  coder  to  prevent  the  Maroh  of  those 
ordered  to  Chester ;  openly  saying,  if  the  first  Class  marobes^  we^l 
be  obliged  to  March  in  our  turn ;  but  if  prevented^  the  matter  will 
be  Settled.     I  therefore  thought  it  my  duty  to  wait  of  your  Ezoel- 
lencie  for  particular  Instructions  in  this  matter,  as  well  as  a  General 
rule  for  the  line  of  my  Conduct  th^rougbout  that  department,  not 
being  willing  to  undertake  any  thing  that  I  was  not  able  to  go 
through  with,  or  receive  all  nccisary  Aid.    The  Militia  Law  points 
out  to  lAe,  that  I'm  to  find  Substitutes  for  all  men  mthout  exeq^tion, 
who  refuse  to  March  three  days  after  being  called ;  is  this  the  Gase^ 
few  men  you'l  find  to  Say,  it  Answers  me  to  stand  my  draught  two 
Monthsin  the  Militia.    I  have  offered  ten  Pounds  ^  -month  m 
jititutea,  bat  oan't  procure  them  for  that  money,  and  at  the  lami 
time  a  Sufficient  number  of  People  O&ring  their  Servloe.    K  w^i 
•be  glad  to  haVe  that  part  of  the  Law  ezplunedy  <u  to  Jbidkig 
wtituies  on  as  recuonable.  iemu  asma^  b^^  that  I  might  know  th^B 
lengths  I  might  Venture  to'prooeed. 

X  onr  Ezoellenoies  Attention  to  this  MattcVy  wfll  Oblidge  Friendji^ 
-to  their  Country^  &  particularly  your  BxoeQenoies  moat  Obed^ 

Humble  Servant, 

BARTREM  GALBRAITH^  Col.  on  Com'. 

Lane'  Co'tj. 

Philad*,  2*  June,  1777. 


J.  HuiTZHKiMER  TO  CoL.  Maxlaok;,  1777. 

June  2',  1777. 
J3ir, 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Desired  I  would  EnqnivP 
whether  the  Present  Possessors,  Mess.  Philip  Odenheimer  &  Philip 
Hall|  have  a  Lease  on  the  Piece  of  Meadow  belonging  to  M'  Gallo- 
•way,  on  this  side  of  Schuylkill;  Am  Informed  by  Abr*  Kintaiag 
imd  Caleb  Ash  that  they  have  Not. 

Am,  Sir,  your  hii»*  Serv* 

J.  HILTZHEIMER. 

Directed^ 
To  Colo»  T.  Matlock. 
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Sam'Ii  WBtHBRItiLy  Jb.9  TO  BoAED  OV  Wa&  OF  PflNNS.,  1777. 

Philadelpbia,  6m-,  5, 1777. 

*Ihe  Honourable  the  Pennsjlvania  Board  of  War. 

G^nileinen, 

My  son  now  presents  jon  with  my  account  for  the  Cloths  which 
•I  have  delivered  you ;  the  two  first  oharged  in  the  Aeo*'  are  particu- 
lar paieea.  I  gave  an  extraordinary  phce  for  the  wool  which  made 
them,  and  the  workmanship  eost  me  eonaiderably  more  than  common 
goods ;  ihey  were  both  intended  for  superfine  Bed,  but  one  of  them 
not  Milling  so  regularly  as  it  should  for  fine  Cloth,  the  fuller,  as  is 
enstomary  with  such  pieces,  made  a  Coating  of  it,  the  whole  I  have 
delivered  you  were  made  before  our  agreement,  and  are  not  samples 
of  what  I  shall  make.  I  have  now  at  the  fullers,  and  expect  soon 
to  deliver  you  such  as  I  suppose  you  want,  and  such  as  I  understand 
to  be  aeoording  to  agreement,  but  I  expect  it  will  be  scarce  possible 
to  make  much  Cloth  even  at  ihe  Highest  Price  I  mentionedj  whieh 
mtm  27  6.  A  quantity  you  are  to  have  at  25,  there  appears  but 
Utile  wool  to  be  had  unless  it  be  at  such  an  extravagant  price  as 
Almost  diaoonrages  me  prooeedinff  on  in  the  Woolen  brancn  of  my 
iNiaine*.  Some  who  had  engaged  to  let  me  have  Wool  at  7  6  *^  O), 
now  part  with  it  with  reluctance,  &  think  they  sold  it  too  Cheap ; 
such  are  the  extravagant  Ideas  of  some  People;  my  Spinners  & 
Weavers  have  double  their  Wages,  &  labour  in  e^ierj  Branch  nearly 
so,  80  that  upon  the  W  hole  Cloth  cannot  be  made  but  at  an  exceed- 
ing hi|gh  Prioe  indeed.  If  you  are  Willing  to  give  a  prioe  addequate 
to  the  advanoe  of  Wool,  ^.,  I  will  continue  to  make  for  you,  but 
if  they  come  too  high,  &  you  can  import  them  Cheaper,  you  will 
^ease  to  let  neknow,  and  I  shall  command  my  bosiness  accordingly. 

from  your  friend, 

SAM.  WETHEMLL,  Ju'r.* 

Direeiedf 

To  The  HononraUci  The  Pennsylvania  Board  of  War. 


Besolutions  of  Gbnbral  Assbmblt,  1777. 

tn  Qeneral  Assembly  for  the  Common  Wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Friday,  June  6th,  1777. 

(}eorge  Henry,  the  Lieutenant  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  having 
iremoved  to  a  oonaiderable  distance  therefrom,  and  thereupon  re- 
aigned  his  said  office.  William  Henry,  Enquire,  was  unanimously 
mppoiated  Lieatensnt  of  the  said  City. 

*  See  page  842. 
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Qd  Motion. 

■  Resolved,  That  Ephraim  Bonbam  be,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed 
one  of  the  Sab  Lieutenants  of  the  said  City  of  Philadelphia. 

Friday,  June  10th,  1777. 

It  being  represented  to  the  House,  that  it  was  necessarv  that 
another  Sub-Lieutenant  should  be  appointed  for  the  City  of  Philad*| 
it  was  thereupon — 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  William  Simple,  Esq^  be,  mod  he 
is  hereby  appointed  a  Sub-Lieutenant  of  the  said  City  of  Philad*. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr. 
CI*'  Gen^  Aas^. 


Resolution  of  General  Assemblt,  1T77. 

Friday  June  6th,  1777. 
In  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Petition  of  Walter 
Hall,  and  after  a  full  consideration  thereof  &  also  of  the  inoonvenien- 
oies  which  happen  to  many  of  the  good  People  of  this  Comon  Wealth 
from  the  present  i^settled  State  of  Public  Affairs,  in  order  to  afibrd 
'some  Relief  in  this  and  cases  of  a  Similar  Nature,  it  was 
Resolved, 

That  where  any  Person  who  is  Indebted  to  another  and  is  about 
to  remove  out  of  this  State  without  paying  his  Debts,^  his  Excel- 
lency the  President  of  the  Executive  Council,  the  Vice  President  or 
any  two  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  the  City  or  County  where  such 
Beotor  shall  be  or  reside,  shall  after  proof  made  before  him  or  them 
of  the  Justice  or  Reality  of  the  said  Debt  and  of  the  Debtors  Inten- 
tion of  Removing,  Issue  a  warrant  under  his  or  their  Hands  &  Seals 
directed  to  such  person  or  persons  as  he  or  they  may  think  proper, 
commanding  the  said  Debtor  to  be  brought  before  him  or  them,  and 
he  or  the  said  Justices  shall  Commit  such  Debtor  to  the  Common 
Jail  of  the  City  or  County  respectively  unless  the  said  Debtor  shall 
then  &  there  pay  the  money  due,  or  give  such  Security  to  pay  the 
money  in  such  Reasonable  Time  as  the  said  President  Vice  Presi- 
dent or  two  Justices  shall  in  their  discretion  think  proper.  Provi- 
ded that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend  to  Soldiers  regularly 
Inlisted  who  are  Indebted  in  a  less  sum  than  Fifty  Dollars :  And 
that  no  Power  or  Authority  given  by  this  Resolve  shall  Continue 
longer  than  until  Remedies  may  be  had  in  the  usual  Course  of  Jus- 
tioe. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes 

JOHN  MORRIS  Jun. 

Clk.  of  the  Oeiil.  An'y. 

*  See  CoL  Ree.  VoL  XI.,  p.  216. 
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Resolutions  of  General  Assxmblt  1777. 

Tafiday  June  10th.  1777. 
Id  (General  AsBembly  for  the  State  of  PenDSjrlyania. 

The  House  reeomed  the  Consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Gom- 
nittee  respecting  the  Assignment  of  the  Troops  of  this  State  to  the 
Omgress,  and  it  was  thereupon 

Resolved,  that  this  House  do  heartily  ooncnr  with  his  Exoellenoy 
tlie  PresideDt  and  Council  that  it  will  he  expedient  to  transfior  to  the 
Hdnble  the  Continental  Congress,  the  Pennsylvania  State  RegimenI . 
oomaaded  by  Col^  Bull,  the  Regiment  of  Artillery  commanded  by 
Ool^  Proctor  &  Capt  Pugh's  Company  raised  for  the  purpose  of. 
guarding  the  Powder  Mills. 

That  liis  ExcellencT  the  President  &  Council  be  and  they  are 
hereby  authorised  and  Impowered  to  Negotiate  &  Settle  the  said 
Transfer  or  assignment  with  the  Congress  on  such  Terms  and  Condi- 
tioDS  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  proper,  so  as  to  have  said  Troops 
credited  to  the  Quota  of  Men  to  be  furnished  by  this  State. 

And  also  that  it  be  recommended  to  them  to  procure  Capt.  Weaver's- 
Company  raised  at  Lancaster  for  the  Use  of  the  United  States  to  be 
placed  to  the  Credit  of  the  same  Account. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

JOHN   MORRIS  Jon. 

Clerk  of  Gen»  Ass'y.  * 


D.  RiTTENHOUSB  TO  T.  Matlack,  1777. 

Sir, 

The  sum  at  present  in  the  Treasury  is  about  Ten  Thousand 
pounds.  Col*  Kirkbride  fats  just  now  presented'  an  order  for  £1500 
which  will  reduce  it  to  £8500. 

Your  Humb*'  Servant, 

DAY*  RITTENHOUSB. 
Philadelphia,  June  10^  1777. 

Direcied, 

To  Timothy  Madack^  Esq'. 

*  See  Colon.  Beo.  YoL  XI.,  pp.  216,  218. 
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SBeax.uxio2!r  of  Assembly,  1777. 

la  Gknend  Assembly  o^  t}ie  Common- Wealth  of  Pennsylvanuu 

Tuesday,  June  10«^)  1777. 

General  Mifflio  desired  to  be  Introdoced  inio  the  Hoase,  whkh 
\mag  aooordingLy  done,  he  Informed  them  that  he  had  it  in  Ghaige 
from  bis  Excellency  Gen^  Washington  to  aaaure  them  that  it  vaa 
hia  firm  Opinion  that  the  Enemy's  Army  meditated  a  sudden  and 
Immediate  attack  upon  some  ]»art  of  this  State,  and  that  he  therefoie 
earnestly  requested  that  the  Militia  oi  this  State,  and  partioatarfty 
of  thb  City  k  its  neighbourhood,  might  be  ordered  to  bold  them- 
salyea  in  Readiness  to  march  at  a  moments  warning  to  suoh  plaoea 
as  may  be  necessary. 

It  was  thereupon  Resolved  that  Doe^.  Gardner  and  Mr.  McClean* 
be  a  Gomnuttee  to  wait  upon  the  President  and  Council  &  Infimn 
them  of  the  said  Intelligeaoe ;  and  request  them  in  the  Name  of 
thia  House  to  take  the  most  speedy  &  effectual  measures  to  answer 
the  purposes  of  his.  Excellency  the  Generate  Message  &  frustrate  the 
Hostile  Intentions  of  the  Enemy. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

JOHN  MORRIS, 

Crk  Gen'l  Asa'y. 


Adam  Hubley  to  Board  of  War  of  Penna,,  1777. 

Monnfc-prospoct,  near  Bound-brook,  June  10**,  1777. 

Gentlemen, 

YouDS  of  y*  5^^  Instant  received  yesterday,  you  desire  a  General 
vtate*  of  ti^e  Regimiont  to  be  made  immediately.  I  must  beg  youc 
Indulgence  for  a  few  days,  as  ite  not  in  my  power  to  do  it  uujul  Vm, 
furnished  with  the  pay  &  muster  rolls  of  the  Regiment,  which  I  expect 
every  hour,  I  have  ordered  them  to  this  place  with  y*  pay-master. 
I'm  indeed  anxious  to  comply  with  jour  request,  as  1  look  upon  it 
a  most  esential  matter,  and  will  scarcely  admit  of  any  delay.  I  faepd 
to  be  ready  for  you  in  a  very  short  time. 

Our  present  situation  is  such,  that  we  know  not  y*'  moment  we 
shall  march  from  this  place,  we  are  at  this  mt)ment  ordereft  t6  lye 
on  our  arms.  The  Enemy  are  certainly  in  motion  &  mean  to  move 
shortly.  What  course  they  mean  to  steer  we  know  not,  numbers  of 
deserters  come  in  to  us  daily,  they  all  agree  they  are  in  motion,  and 
ihey  (y«  deserters)  are  told  they  mean  to  bend  their  course  6x 

*  .8ee  Colon.  Reo.  VoL  XI.  pp.  216,  217.^ 
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PbiIad*--^|Hiiioii6  with  ut|  differ^  However  a  few  days  will  aatisfy 
u— E&onae  liaate. 

Year  Obedient  Sermnt, 

ADAM  HUBLEY,  Jr;, 

L«  C»  10"-  Reg', 
DirtcUdj 

The  Hon"'  the.  Board  of.  War  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
FbifaJelpfcuL 

Fav'd  bj 
tix.  Keeiu 


} 


RaWMLiUTIOH  OF  CONGRESS,   1777. 

In  Congress,  11  June,  1777. 

Beaolved, 

That  the  Report  of  the  Committee  for  viewing  the  Works  erected 
for  the  defence  of  the  River  Delaware^  together  with  the  Resolution 
for  calling  oat  500  of  the  New  Jersey  Militia  be  communicated  to 
the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Penn* 
sylvania,  atid  that  it  bo  earnestly  recommended  to  them,  in  Con- 
junct ion  with  General  Mifflin  and  Monsieur  DuCoudray,  to  carry 
into  £zecution  the  most  eieotoal  measures  for  defending  the  River 
Delaware. 

Copy  from  the  Journals, 

WILLIAM  Cb.  HOUSTON,  Dep.  See'y. 


Resolutions  of  Cokgrbss,  1777. 

In  Congress,  June  11<%  1777. 

Resolved, 

That  Govemour  Livingston  be  requested  forthwith  to  order  out 
500  of  the  Militia  of  the  State  of  New-Jersey  to  assist  in  eompleat* 
in|;  tiie  Works  now.  erecting  at  Billing's  Port  for  the  Defenoe  of  the 
River  Delaware^  it  being  of  the  utmost  Consequence  that  the  FortU 
Soations,  at  that  Place,  should  be  compleated  without  Belay. 

BaacAved, 

That  the  Report  of  the  Committee  for  viewing  the  Works  erected 
loir  the  DofBDoe  of  the  River  StlawMe  locather  with  the  Reaolutioii 
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for  oalline  out  500  of  the  New-Jersey  Militia,  be  oommQnioated  to 
the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Penn* 
Bjlvania,  and  that  it  be  eamestlj  -recommended  to  them,  in  Con- 
junction with  General  Mifflin  and  Monsieur  DuCoudray  to  carry  into 
Execution  the  most  effectual  measures  for  defending  the  ^ver  Dela- 
ware. 

Resolvedy 

'  That  the  Continental  Navy-Board,  or  Board  of  Assistents  to  the 
Marine  Committee  be  empowered  to  direct  the  Commanders  of  the 
several  Continental  Ships,  Gallies,  and  other  armed  vessels  now  hi 
the  Delaware,  to  co-operate  with*  the  Naval  Force  of = Pennsylvania 
in  defending  the  several  Capes  thereof;  should  the  Enemy  make  any 
attempts  thereon. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Observations  on  the  Forts  intended  for  the  Defence  of  the  two 
passages  of  the  River  Delaware, 

Fort  at  Billingbpoet. 

1.  As  to  the  Situation,  it  is  well  ohosen,  it  eommands  the  River 
in  the  narrowest  Part  I  have  seen,  and  is  the  most  capable  of  De« 
fence. 

2.  As  to  the  Plan  or  Projection,  it  is  very  bad.  The  object  in 
view  ought  to  have  been  to  defend  the  Chain  of  Chevaux-de-Friie, 
which  bar  the  River.  For  that  purpose  80  or  40  Cannon  well  pltoed 
would  have  been  sufficient.  The  edge  of  the  Scarp  would  have 
afforded  Room  enough ;  it  was  therefore  necessary  to  shut  the  gorge 
of  the  Battery,  so  that  the  Enemy  might  be  obliged  to  lana  and 
open  Trenches,  in  order  to  take  possession  of  it.  And  in  the  par- 
ticular circumstances  in  which  this  Fort  was  begun,  it  was  neceswry 
in  6  weeks  or  two  months  to  have  had  something  finished  to  answer 
the  end  proposed.  But  to  complete  it  agreeable  to  the  present  oir- 
onnference,  and  to  finish  the  half-moon  neoessanr  to  command  the 
Heighth  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  River,  would  reaoire  at  least 
four  or  five  Months,  provided  it  were  well  constructea  and  a  great 
number  of  men  were  employed^  in  as  much  as  the  soil  is  the  mosl 
unfavourable  that  can  be  met  with. 

Besides  the  Length  of  Time,  which  the  plan  of  this  work  would 
require  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs,  another  inconTemenoe 
attends  it,  which  is,  that  it  would  require  fbr  its  defenoey  a  more 
iimnerous  Oarrison  than  could  be  spared  from  the  Army^  te  it  wmiid 
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leqnire  at  least  2000  men,  aa,  from  the  Badness  of  the  8oiI|  the 
Enemy's  Gannon  would  soon  mal^e  great  Destmotion,  which  mnst 
be  repaired  every  Night,  to  prevent  the  works  from  beins  stormed. 

8.  As  to  the  Execution  of  these  works,  I  find  it  to  bo  without 
}iidffment.  The  Planks  and  Piles  to  support  the  sand  sre  not  half 
thidc  enough.  The  Piles  instead  of  being  inclined  to  bear  against 
the  Bank,  have  been  fixed  perpendicular  and  are  already  overturned. 
Inalead  of  placing  the  Batteries  destined  to  fire  on  the  River,  on  the 
Bolder  of  the  Scarp,  they  have  placed  them  7  or  8  Fathoms  bock, 
vhioh  removes  them  farther  from  their  objects,  and  exposes  them 
to  the  Enemy's  attempts  at  the  bottom  of  the  Scarp.  And  suppose 
the  works  completed,  only  one  Piece  of  Cannon  can  do  Execution ;  in- 
stead of  making  use  of  the  ground  which  forms  the  Border  of  the 
Bearp,  and  which  is  firm  on  the  superficies,  and  supported,  at  least 
for  some  depth  by  the  Roots  of  Trees  which  grow  there,  they  have 
raised  a  great  part  of  the  Breastwork  with  loose  sand  in  the  manner 
before  mentioned,  and  have  taken  the  trouble  to  sink  a  Ditch,  which 
night  have  been  spared,  as  the  Scarp  answered  the  Ptirpose.  From 
wbenoe  it  appears  that  no  dependence  can  be  put  upon  this  work,  as 
it  cannot  be  finished  in  time  and  requires  too  great  a  number  of  men 
lad  artillery  for  its  Defense. 

To  defend  the  Chain  of  Chevaux-de-Frize  which  bars  the^  River 
opposite  to  the  Fort,  all  dependence  for  the  present  must  be  on  the 
Fleeting-Batteries  and  Gondolas  which  are  ready,  or  which  can  soon 
be  so.  Some  use  however  can  be  made  of  a  Part  of  the  Fort,  of 
irhich  we  have  been  speaking ;  and  for  this  purpose  there  should  be 
I  battery  fixed  in  each  of  the  two  Demi-Bastions  on  the  side  of  the 
Kiver,  and  by  cutting  those  two  Demi-Bastions  by  the  Gorge  and 
the  angle  of  the  Flank,  they  will  each  be  transformed  into  a  Redoubt 
vith  four  Fronts,  each^of  the.<<e  Redoubts  may  be  secured  against  a 
3onpe  de  Main  by  covering  them  with  a  double  Ditch  and  Palli- 
mim  in  the  bottom  of  the  Pitch. 

It  will  then  be  necesaary  to  level  all  those  Parts  of  the  Fort  which 
nnr  MTve  to  cover  the  Enemy. 

Theee  two  Works  by  means  of  1500  or  2000  Labourers  well 
lireeted  may  be  executed  in  20  Days ;  snd  in  my  opinion  this  is  all 
ikat  can  be  done  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs. 

I  would  advise  to  haxard  in  those  Redoubts  only  4  or  500  men 
rith  26  or  80  Pieces  of  Cannon,  still  observioff  that  it  is  not  upon 
ihen,  but  on  the  Floating  Batteries  supported  by  those  Redoubts 
Jiat  the  defence  of  the  Chevaux-de-Frize  depends. 

In  times  less  urgent  than  the  present,  a  better  use  might  be  made 
if  this  Place,  but  bv  reason  of  the  Badness  of  the  soil,  nothing  solid 
vm  be  constructed  but  by  extreme  expense. 

UnlesB  shoal  Water  prevents  the  Enemy  from  going  to  the  opposite 
nde  of  the  River,  it  will  be  necessary  to  construct  on  the  opposite 
Uaad,  another  battery  of  15  or  20  guns,  which  must  also  bo  for  ti- 
led.   This  may  be  performed  with  little  expense  on  account  of  the 

Vol.  v.— 16 
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goodness  of  the  Soil  and  the  Facility  of  maldng  use  of  the  River  to 
eover  it  bj  wide  and  deep  Ditches. 

The  Fort. 

The  fort  is  badly  situated ;  the  Battery  which  forms  its  principal 
object  is  improperly  directed^  which  renders  Half  the  guns  useless: 
The  embrazures  are  badly  constructed,  too  open  on  the  inside^  and 
not  sufficiently  open  without,  some  are  directed  obliquely  without 
any  motive;  the  interiour  slopingsare  too  stoughti  and  by  this meaoi 
begin  already  to  tumble  down. 

This  Fort  cannot  prevent  the  passage  of  the  Enemy,  and  when 
they  have  passed,  it  can  be  of  no  use,  consequently  it  oan  answer  no 
valuable  purpose. 

Fort  at  Red  Bank. 

This  fort  is  better  conceived,  directed,  and  executed  than  eidier 
of  those  above  mentioned.  It  does  the  more  Honour  to  Colonel  BuUi 
ns  he  had  no'other  assistance  than  natural  good-sense  oneoligbteDed 
by  theory.  This  is  perceivable  from  a  view  of  it.  There  axo  indeed 
Faults  in  the  Plan,  and  in  the  execution,  but  they  do  not  render  it 
useless  as  the  two  former  forts.  If  we  may  judge  by  the  proportion 
of  the  work  already  finished,  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  the  whole 
will  be  in  a  state  of  Defence  in  the  Course  of  a  Fortnight. 

What  unfortunately  renders  this  Fort  of  little  or  no  ooDsequenes 
is  this,  it's  object  is,  and  can  be  no  other  than  to  prevent  the  Enemy 
from  taking  Possession  of  the  Heigh th  upon  which  it  is  situated,  in 
order  to  establish  Batteries  and  thereby  oblige  the  galliea  and  Float* 
ing^Batteries  employed  in  supporting  the  Chain  of  Ghevaux-de-Friae, 
to  retreat.  But  this  Case  could  never  happen,  unless  the  Enemy 
should  be  exposed  to  a  fire  from  the  Floating-Batteries  and  OaUies 
which  they  could  not  silence  with  their  Ships.  This  would  oblige 
them  to  laud  men  and  artillery,  to  occupy  by  Force,  the  Highdi  in 
Question,  and  then  fire  on  the  Floating-Batteries  and  galliee  oooupied 
in  supporting  the  Chain.  But  the  situation  of  the  place  will  not 
permit  such  an  Idea;  for  the  River  is  here  so  wide  that  if  the  States 
had  four  times  as  many  gallies,  Ships,  and  Batteries  as  they  have  at 
this  place  and  above  it,  the  Enemy  we  must  think,  would  still  have 
a  superior  Fire,  as  the  width  of  the  River  would  allow  them  to 
employ  a  greater  number  of  Ships.  If  by  this  means,  they  succeed 
in  beating  off  the  Grallies  and  Floating-Batteries,  it  cannot  be  aup- 
posed  they  will  put  themselves  to  the  trouble  of  landing  to  attadc 
Colonel  Bull's  Fort. 

Therefore  I  look  upon  this  Fort  as  useless  with  Respect  to  the 
object  for  which  it  was  intended,  viz.,  to  contribute  in  obstructing 
the  passage  of  the  River,  and  preventing  the  eiiemy  from  pooaesstng 
the  Highth  it  commands.  # 

This  passage  is  much  too  wide4to  be  defended  by  the  present 
moans.    I  would  therefore  advise  to  carry  all  the  means  of  Defense 
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to  the  ptssage  at  BilHngsport.  This  place  is  iDcomparahlj  more 
npable  of  support,  and  it  is  hetter  to  make  a  reputable  stand  io  one 
place,  than  to  defend  two  in  an  indifferent  manner.  The  Oallies  and 
Floating-Batteries  remored  thither,  will  make  up  for  the  Insufficiency 
of  the  intrenched  Battery,  which  I  would  propose  to  substitute  in 
place  of  the  present  Fort,  and  of  that  which  I  still  think  ought  to  be 
erected  at  the  Point  of  the  Island,  the  River  being  much  narrower 
fa  thiB  plaee  than  in  that  of  which  we  have  been  speaking.  The 
Gklliee  and  Batteries  may  more  easily  make  Head  against  the  Enemy 
who  will  not  be  able  to  make  so  great  a  Fire,  and  will  be  obliged  to 
bear  »  mush  nearer  one,  and  better  supported,  than  could  be  opposed 
to  Hum  at  Red-Bank.  The  cannon  at  this  Fort  might  partly  serve 
Ibr  the  Batteries  at  Billingsport.  I  would  not  however  advise  to 
demolish  the  Battery  at  Red-Bank.  But  to  leave  there  two  or  three 
ef  the  poorest  of  the  Cannon. 

I  'wcmld  also  adrise  to  remove  from  this  Line  no  mote  Gheveaux 
ie  Friie  ftan  would  be  judged  necessary  to  secure  by  three  Bows^ 
the  Piaaaige  of  Billingsport.  • 

I  ako  i^vise  to  preserve  Colonel  Bull's  Fort.  Thereby  you  may 
induoe  the  Enemy  to  believe  they  would  have  »  second  Line  of 
obetadei  to  encounter  after  they  had  surmounted  the  first;  and 
beridee  for  another  Reason,  which  appears  to  me  a  very  important 
one,  espeeially  in  the  present  Circumstances  of  Affairs,  the  Govern- 
ment would  escape  the  Censure  of  Inconsideration  and  mistakes^ 
wfaieh  the  evil-minded  are  always  ready  to  pass,  and  the  People  to 
adopt,  when  they  see  works,  which  have  been  erected  with  muoh 
liftbour  and  Expense,  pulled  down.  For  the  same  Reason,  I  would 
propose  to  preserve  in  Colonel  Jones's  Fort,  all  that  will  not  be  of 
service  to  the  Enemy  in  Case  they  should  attack  the  RedoubtS| 
i^ich  I  think  ought  to  be  substituted  in  Place  of  this  Fort. 

My  Thoughts  on  the  above  Subjects,  as  here  expressed,  seem  the 
better  founded,  as  they  appeared  to  conform  with  the  Ideas  of  Gene- 
ral Arnold,  to  whom  I  had  the  Honour  to  communicate  them,  as  far 
mm  the  Difference  of  Language  would  permit ;  and  also  with  those 
of  Mr.  Dner  and  Mr.  Shea,  by  whom  I  had  the  advantage  of  being 
mderBtood. 

(Signed)  DU  CODDRAY. 
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Col,  Ja's  Chambers  to  Board  of  War  of  Penns'a,  1777. 

Moant  Proflpeot  Cunpi  13th  June,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  ^receiYed  your  fevour  of  the  5*^  lost,  with  the  order  from  the 
board  of  war,  to  make  Return  of  all  the  men  Recruited  for  the 
Reg^  Siooe  the  16^  of  Sept'  Last.  I  am  Sorry  it  k  not  in  my 
power,  for  nnder  my  present  Cironmstanoes  it  is  an  imposabilitj,  as 
four  of  my  Gapt^  is  on  the  Recrniting  Serviee,  and  Some  of  tbemi 
Sinoe  that  time,  Left  the  Reg^,  and  others  promoted,  and  the  nnsetled 
way  of  Reg^  Sinoe  the  Retreat  of  the  Army  Last  Winter-— their 
papers  is  Scattered  in  the  different  parts  where  their  Baggage 
was  sent,  and  they  have  not  yet  Got  them  Collected — howevefi 
I  will  give  you  the  present  State  of  the  Reg*,  and  as  soon  as  the 
officers  Returns  I  will  make  yon  a  Report  agreeable  to  your  otdsr; 
the  Late  appointed  officers  is  on  the  Recruiting  Service,  and  whaAtber 
they  will  all  «(oyn  me  or  not  I  cannot  tell,  but  as  you  have  »  lisl 
of  the  officers  of  the  Reg*,  I  Shall  Give  You  only  a  Return  of  the 
Non  Commissioned  officers  &  privates. 

I  am  Sir,  with  the  Greatest  Respect, 

Your  most  ob*  Hn*  ServS 

JAMES  CHAMBERS,  Col.  !•*  Beg*. 

On  publick  Service.    To  Owin  Biddle,  Presfdent  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Board  of  War. 
Favoured  by  Major  Miller. 


Lewis  Nicola  to  Col,  Matlack,  1777. 

.  June  13th,  1777. 

I  am  directed  by  Maj'  Oen^  Mifflin  to  desure  you  wiU,  in  hif 
name,  request  of  his  Excell'y  &  the  Hon^'*  Executive  Counoil|  ai^ 
order  to  the  Constables  of  the  different  townships,  at  a  reasonabb 
distance  from  this  City,  to  collect  a  number  of  Waggons,  which  hm 
thinks  will  be  a  more  eligible  mode  than  employing  the  Military  ia 
pressing  them.  The  General  thinks  200  Waggons  will  be  neoeasaiy, 
but  for  the  present  half  the  number  may,  with  what  can  be  volon- 
tarily  hired,  serve. 

I  am  S% 

Your  most  obed*  serv^ 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T  M.* 
Directed^ 

To  Colonel  Matlack. 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  222,  228. 
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COVNOTL  TO  THB  LiBUTBNANTS  OF  THB  COUNTIBS,   1777. 

In  Coimoi],  June  ISth,  1777. 
Sir, 

in  my  letter  of  the  25th  April,  I  reqnested  you  to  to  exert  your- 
self to  arrange  the  Militia  of  your  county  agreable  to  a  law  of  the 
General  Aeeembly,  and  immediately  to  order  out  the  first  elaaa  in 
eonaequenoe  of  a  resolve  of  Congress.  I  can  have  no  doubt  of  yoof 
firm  attachment  to  our  cause  and  of  your  ready  complyanoe  with 
•Qoh  orders  as  you  may  receive  from  the  Council  in  the  tine  of  your 
duty,  and  therefore  coDcIude  the  Militia  of  your  county  to  be  in  such 
forwardness  as  they  will  soon  appear  at  Camp,  where  I  shall  en- 
deavour to  have  them  supplied  with  such  articles  as  you  cannot 
powbly  procure  for  them. 

Hia  Excellency  General  Washington  is  of  opinion  that  the  enemy 
meditate  ma  immediate  attack  against  this  State,  which  by  the  assist- 
of  their  ships  (and  we  are  told  they  are  in  perfect  readiness)  thej 
may  make  in  such  a  quarter  as  we  may  least  expect.  I  therefore 
bave  been  for  some  time  impatiently  expecting  to  near  that  the  first 
class  of  y  County  Militia  had  joined  the  Camp  forming  at  , 

and  that  the  second  was  ready  to  march  on  the  shortest  notice. 


COMMISSIOKBRS  OF   LANCASTER    TO  WiLLIAM  AtLBE^   1777. 

Lancaster,  the  14th  June,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  am  ordered  by  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  this  County  for 
aiding  and  assisting  the  Board  of  Warr  in  carrying  into  execution 
iuoh  measures  as  may  be  recommended  for  the  safety  of  the  Com- 
monwealth; to  mention  that  agreeable  to  the  Resolve  of  the  Board 
of  the  2d  of  May  past,  we  have  assessed  the  different  Townships  in 
this  County  in  such  manner  as  we  thought  best  to  procure  the  five 
Hundred  Blankets^  required  of  the  County ;  and  have  already  re- 
ceived in  about  three  hundred  Blankets,  which  will  be  packed  up 
and  sent  to  Philadelphia  the  beginning  of  next  Week.  The  residue 
ef  the  Blankets  required  of  us  we  shall  endeavour  to  have  collected 
at  expeditiously  as  possible.  They  come  high,  being  appraised  at 
about  Three  Pounds  each  on  an  average.  Those  which  have  come 
in  we  have  advanced  the  money  for,  and  therefore  request  the  Board 
inll  be  pleased  to  forward  us  such  a  Sum  of  Money  as  will  enabU 
us  to  reimburse  ourselves  &  pay  for  the  remainder. 

Mr.  Singer,  who  is  the  bearer  of  this,  will  return  in  a  day  or  two. 
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&  will  doubtless  take  charge  of  any  matters  the  Board  maj  < 
to.  intrust  him  with  for  ua. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Bj  order  of  the  Commiss'rsi 

your  most  obed't  Serv't, 

WILL.  ATLEE,  C 

DirecUdf 

To  the  HoDOorable  the  Presideot  of  the  Board  of  Warr 
State  of  PeoDsjIvMiia. 

^  Mr.  Sioger. 


Wm.  Ch.  Houston  to  Council,  1777. 

Saturday  afternoon^  14  JaiMi  1 
Sir, 

Am  directed  by  Congress  to  transmit  you  the  enclosed  Baa 
of  this  Day,  and 

haYO  the  Honour  to  be 

with  all  Respect 

Your  most  obed' 

h'ble  Servant, 

WILLIAM  CH.  HOUST 

Direciedf 

His  Excellency  the  President,  or  The  Hon'ble  the  Vice  Pr 
of  Council|  State  Pennsylvania. 


Resolution  op  CoNaRESs,  1777. 

In  CongresS|  14  June,  T 
Resolvedi 

That  Jdigor  Gkneral  Arnold  be  authorized  to  take  upon  h 
Oommaiid  of  all  the  militia  now  at  Bristol  and  on  every  okhi 
of  the  fiiver  Delaware  to  the  Eastward  of  Philadelphia,  whia' 
bean  called  forth  into  Service  by  a  Requisition  of  the  twenty- 
Day  of  April  last,  and  that  he  be  authorised  to  dispose  of  h 
and  the  Troops  under  his  command  in  such  a  manner  aa  Ik 
deem  beat  adapted  to  promote  the  publick  aervice. 


PENN3YLTANIA  ABCHXVE8  1777.  867 

Oriwed, 

That  K  Copj  of  this  Besolntioa  be  sent  to  tlie  President  ind  Sn- 
preme  Executire  Council  of  the  State  of  PenngylTsnia  for  their 
eoncDrrenoa. 

Cop;  from  the  JourDsIs  of  Congreu. 

WILUAM  CH.  HOUSTON,  Dep.  Seo. 


Richard  W.  Stockton  to  Coetland  BsnTirBit,  B.  G.  1777. 

Pbilada.  State  Prison,  Jane  15th,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  ftin  jast  now  Betting  off  from  this  Place  for  Tork  Town  with  mil 
the  People  tlwt  came  with  me  &  many  others  that  are  oon&n'd  here. 
I  have  been  this  long  Time  in  a  verj  poor  state  of  health  myself, 
bat  am  getting  something  better,  the  men  are  in  general  in  good 
health  but  much  in  want  of  clothing,  being  almost  naked,  wa  are  also 
in  mooh  want  of  some  Ca«h  as  every  thing  is  at  most  extravagant 
rate  here,  which  hath  quite  run  me  oat  Therefore  if  yon  would 
take  the  first  opportunity  of  sending  the  Men's  Cloathing  &  Money 
which  we  are  greatly  Distressed  for,  it  will  greatly  oblige  me,  I  have 
sent  you  several  Ijetters  but  as  yet  have  received  no  answer  which 
males  me  think  I  am  quite  forgotten. 
Yonr  Compliance  will 

greatly  oblige  your 

Most  obedient  &  very 

Bnmble  Serv* 
RICHARD  W.  STOCKTON. 
Directed. 
To  Cortland  Skinner,  Esq.,  B.  G'.,  of  the  Kew  Jersey  Volunteers. 
To  (he  Care  of) 
Hr.  D.  Frank,      f 


■  Behbdict  Aenold  to  ,  1777. 

Cornel's  Ferry,  June  16, 1777,  6  o'olk. 
>  General, 

I  haitfl  rec'd  no  intelligenoe  from  Oen.  Washington  bidoo  4  o'clk 
hit  evening,  at  which  time  the  enemy  were  encamped  at  Sommersett 
Coart  Honie,  rapposed  to  be  seven  thonsand,  nndcr  the  Command  of 
Oeneimh  Howe  ft  Oomwallii,  thta  is  doabtlesa  their  mun  body,  thetr 
firat  design  seems  to  have  been  to  ont  off  Gen.  Snlliran's  tetnat  A 
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possess  thcmseWes  of  this  plaee,  finding  Oen.  SnllifiB  had  frastnted 
their  Intentions  by  a  forced  march,  they  appear  to  have  given  over 
their  first  design  k  now  wish  to  draw  Oen.  Washington  from  his 
Strong  ground,  which  if  they  can  effect  probably  a  Body  from  Bmns- 
wick  will  take  possession  of  it,  Gen.  Washington  will  doabtless 
disappoint  them  as  he  remains  quiet  in  his  encampment.  The  militia 
turn  out  in  great  numbers  in  the  Jersies,  Gen.  Sullivan  has  gone  to 
Flemingtown  twelve  miles  from  this,  the  Troops  who  arrive  here  are 
immediately  sent  after  him,  I  am  very  fearful  the  enemy  will  retire 
to  Brunswick  before  you  arrive  with  your  reinforcements,  &  oblige 
ns  to  attack  them  at  a  disadvantage,  for  fight  them  we  must,  when 
all  our  reinforcements  are  in  we  cannot  avoid  it  with  Honor,  our  men 
are  in  high  spirits,  &  in  four  Days  we  shall  have  upwards  of  twenty 
thousand  men.  Gen.  Putnam  has  8000  men  with  him,  Gen.  Wash- 
ington has  wrote  three  Days  since  for  4000  to  be  sent  him  immedi- 
ately. Many  of  the  militia  have  little  Ammunition,  the  cartredges 
sent  to  Bristol  will  soon  be  exhaunted,  it  will  be  necessary  to  send 
here  one  hundred  thousand  Cartredges  sorted,  a  QnarterMaster  is  also 
wanted — Gen.  Sullivan  has  joynd  him  no  person,  is  now  here  fit  for 
the  purpose. 

I  expect  every  minute  to  hear  from  our  Army&  the  Enemy  every 
inteUigonoe  of  oonsequence  shall  be  forwarded  to  you  directly. 

I  am  I>  Qen.| 

yours  &o.| 

Signed,  B.  ARNOLD. 

P.  S.  11  o'clk,  P.  M. 

I  have  detained  the  Express  this  four  hours  in  expectation  of  hearing 
from  Gen.  Washington,  sensible  of  your  anxiety  in  not  hearing  from 
me  to  Day  I  have  sent  him  off,  &  will  immediately  dispatch  an  Ex- 
press on  advice  of  any  thing  of  consequence. 

Yours  &c, 

B.  A. 


Lieutenant   Kirkbridb  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Bucks  County,  Sunday  Morning,  15*^  Ju"|  1777. 

I  have  this  moment  Rec'd  Your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  18*^ 
In*,  and  Can  asure  you  S^  that  the  Battallions  of  this  Oonnt  j,  oom- 
pos'd  of  the  1**  Class,  have  been  in  readiness  for  some  Weeks  past, 
and  are  Now,  by  General  Orders,  at  Gorell's  Ferry.  I  will,  aooord- 
ing  to  your  Excel/s  Orders,  Exert  myself  to  the  Utmoet,  in  giting 
Out  the  Seoond  Class — for  which  I  expect  I  shall  want  many  armes 
&  Accoutrements. 
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WiA  refpeel  to  ihe  Wagons,  Nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  mj 
party  and  I  am  at  all  times  ready  to  Obey  your  Orders,  &  am  Your 

Bzoelleney's  most  Obed* 

Hum*  Serv*, 

JO.  KIRKBRIDE,  Lieu*  B.  0. 

IHrteted^ 

To  His  Ezelenoy^  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq';  President  of  the  State 
— Pennsy*. 


Richard  M'Allistbr  to  Prbsidbnt  Wharton,  1777" 

Hanover,  16"»  June,  1777. 

This  Moment  Rec'  y  Letter  by  Express.  I  have  Devouted  the 
Chrateest  part  of  My  Time  in  Indeavouring  to  arainge  the  Militia  of 
this  County  ;*and  I  believe  the  taske  will  be  too  hard  for  me,  as  many 
Pterts  of  it  will  not  meet  together  to  Do  any  thing. 

I  have  waited  on  several  Batalions  time  after  time ;  Can't  get 
tbem  to  Choose  an  Officer ;  Others  is  in  Pretty  Qood  ^rwardnets. 

I  shall  Exert  Every  Power  in  me  to  Git  them  out,  but  am  shure 
of  failing  with  at  least  the  half  or  more. 

I  shau  not  loss  one  day,  &  will  write  y'  Hon'  of  my  suooess. 

I  am,  with  Due  Respect,  * 

y  Most  Obedient  Hu**  Ser», 

R-  M'CALISTEB. 

Directed^ 

To  The  Honorable  Tho*  Wharton,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  State 
of  Penns'y,  Philadelphia.  x'.T' 

Hj}  Express. 


'   '  / 


Benjamin  Flower  to  President  Wharton,  177T^^^^ 

Hon.  Sir, 

M'  Ja*  Byers,  who  is  the  Ghentleman  that  has  Cast  the  Brass  Gan- 
non for  OS,  it  ordered  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  remove  with 
his  Apparatus,  Metal,  &c.,  at  a  moment's  warning  as  he  is  to  continue 
at  his  work  til  the  approach  of  the  Enemy  makes  it  necessary  for  him 
to  remove.  He  thinks  that  a  protection  from  your  Honour  for  kia 
Pexioa  will  be  neoevary  to  prevent  his  being  taken  from  the  Serviot 

1«* 
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)m  is  engaged  in,  and  dranghfted  into  the  Militia,  a»d  erferiag  him 
Bveiy  aasiatanoe  necessary  fbr  the  safety  and  remo?eal  of  hiauself  & 
charge.  Your  Excellency's  oomplyance  with  the  above  request^  wiU 
oblige  your  most  Obed*  Hum.  Sery% 

BENJ.  FLOWER, 
Comis.  6en*^  M.  Stores. 

Piroctedf 
To  His  Excellency,  The*  Wharton,  Pres'  S*  P. 

16  June,  1777,  Phil'. 


To  S.  Hunter  prom  Council,  1777. 

PhUadelphia,  June  16,  1777. 

A  letter  has  been  written  by  the  Oeneral  ofleero  to  yon  and  Mit 
ptbiw  Lieutenants  of  the  eo^nties  to,  order  out  the  whole  Militia. 
Altho'  this  has  been  done  with  a  good  intention,  as  they  ujre  yeal- 
poalj  att^hed  to  our  cause,  yet  the  Council  are  of  opinioii  it  qiay 
^^  to  confusion,  and  that  those  gentlemen  did  n^t  properly  eenaider 
ti^  en^barraasment  that  would  ensue  upon  snoh  a  step. 

From  the  intelligence  that  has  bee^  received  of  the  ipovememt  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  certainty  of  their  design  of  invading  thie  elate 
with  a  numerous  army,  the  Council  have  agreed,  that  it  is  necessary, 
and  have  ordered,  that  two  classes  of  the  Militia  of  Philadelphia, 
Chester,  Bucks,  Lancaster,  Cumberland,  York,  Berks  and  North- 
ampton, to  march  to  the  places  of  their  respective  destination. 

The  situation  and  circumstances  of  your  county  induce  the  Cooii- 
cil  to  order  b^t  one  class  of  your  lyfilitia  into  the  Piel<).  ]( d^  there- 
fore hereby  order  you  to  array  and  bring  out  t(iQ  Qrst  cla^a  of  the 
Militia  of  your  county,  and  to  march  them  as  soon  as  possible  to 
Bristol,  on  the  Delaware.  And  further,  you  are  to  use  yonf  inmost 
diligence  in  getting  ready  the  second  class,  which,  it  is  but  too 
probable  will  be  called  upon  in  a  short  time.  Tou  are  to  obtain  as 
many  Blankets  and  Arms  fit  for  service  as  can  be  procured  in  the 
countv ;  and  you  may  depend  on  it,  that  whatever  may  be  defipient, 
shall  be  sapplyod  to  them,  on  Uieir  arrival  at  Bristel. 

A  compliance  with  the  Militia  law,  is  the  only  means  whereby  thft 
fines  and  forfeitures  of  delinquents  can  be  recovered ;  it  is  therefbra 
reoommendeil  by  the  Oonnoil,  that  a  stnot  attention  be  paid  to  the 
diraetioas  of  that  law,  and  particularly  that  the  greatest  regard  h% 
had  to  that  part  of  it  which  direota  the  proei^mng  of  subetitoteey 
whom  you  are  to  exert  yourself  to  obtaini  by  every  meansi  that  the 
law  will  justify. 
I  As  tiievo  are  many  worthy  peisonS;  who  B|y  not  fall  into  the  inl 
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or  mmmA  ditt^  nifciie  mam  afttaohment  to  dM  OMwe  of  Fh«tdom 
m%!j  iiid«oe  Uiem  to  tnro  oat  as  Yolanteere,  the  serriee  of  thoM 
GcBllomen  will  b«  tlwnkfully  received  bj  the  Conaoil.  This  I  beg 
joa  to  maka  knowa  as  opportaiiity  offers. 

Directed  J 

To  Samael  Hunter^  Eacf  ^  Lieu*  of  the  County  of  Northumberland. 


Board  of  War  to  Prbsident  Wharton,  1777. 

War  Office,  June  16**,  1777. 
Sir, 

By  Order  of  the  Board  of  War,  I  have  the  Honour  of  inclosing 

Cm  two  Besohes  of  (Congress,  to  the  latter  whereof  I  wou'd  particu- 
rly  roqoest  your  immediate  attention,  as  great  Inconyeniences 
daily  arise  from  the  Lists  of  the  Army  not  being  completely 
Mtanied. 

Toa  will  be  pleased  also  to  render  an  account  to  the  Board  of  all 
waoaies  espended  on  account  of  PrisonerB  of  War  &  sums  paid  t6 
them.  Toa  will  be  pleased  to  be  very  exact  in  the  account,  and 
000  thai  no  Charges  are  omitted  as  the  Enemy  are  rigidly  aoouTat6 
in  tbeir  Charges  against  the  States  on  aoc^  of  Prisoners.  AH  Sums 
omitted  will  be  lost  by  the  State  wherein  the  Charge  was  neglected 
to  be  made. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  very  obedient  Senrant, 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Sec'y. 

IXrecUdf 

His  Excell'cy  Thomas  Wharton,  jr.,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Ezecu- 
Uyc  Council  of  Pennsilvania. 

War  Office,  > 

Richard  Peters,  Sec'y.  j 


In  Congress,  1«*  April,  1777. 

Besolved, 

That  no  Officer  already  appointed,  or  to  be  hereafter  appointed 
in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  shall  take  rank  by  Virtue  of  a 
Commissioi^  antidated,  but  rank  shall  be  determined  by  the  time  of 
Appoiiilment  unless  otherwise  directed  by  special  Resolution  of  Con- 
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•  That  it  be  leoomBended  to  the  Legielstvne  mi  in  thdr  veoefli  to 
4he  exeoaiive  Powers  of  the  refipeotive  States,  that  thej  forthwith 
Innsmit  to  the  Board  of  War  exact  Lists  of  all  Officers  appointed 
by  them  in  the  Continental  Armj  with  the  dates  of  their  Gommit- 
sions  and  Times  of  Appointment. 

Extract  from  the  Minntes, 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Ezeca- 
tire  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


Council  to  Congress,  1777. 

June  16«»,  1777. 

The  ereat  sum  of  money  wanted  to  hire  substitutes  in  ihe 
now  cafled  into  service  has  drained  our  treasury — and  the  money 
struck  by  the  Assembly  cannot  be  signed  in  time  to  answer  Uie 
present  emergency — I  must  therefore  request  that  Congress  will  lend 
to  the  GouncU  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  care  shall  be 
^en  to  return  it  in  a  short  time — so  as  that  it  may  not  be  neoessnrj 
to  pass  it  to  the  general  account  of  this  State.  I  have  no  other 
resource  at  present,  and  therefore  am  under  the  necessity  S'  of  awn> 
jtioniug  that  unless  I'm  suppl/d  by  Congress  the  HilitiA  cannot 
march  for  some  Days. 

Directed^ 
Hon'ble  John  Hancock,  Esq*",  President  of  Congress.* 


Resolution  of  General  Assembly,  1777. 

In  General  Assembly, 

Monday,  June  16»*,  1777. 
On  Motion, 

Resolved  that  all  the  Militia  men  of  this  State  now  going  into  the 
Field  be  allowed  a  gill  of  Rum  or  Whiskey  each  man  per  day  over 
&  besides  the  Rations  allowed  by  Congress,  &  that  the  President  & 
Council  take  the  proper  method  of  supplying  the  same. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr., 

Cl'k  of  QenrAsny 

«  8m  Col.  Rm.  Vol.  XI.  p.  224. 
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Copy — Gbnl.  Washington  to  ^- 1777. 

.Head  Qoarters  Middle  Brook  Jane  17, 1777. 
Dr.  8r., 

I  hare  rec*  your  &yor  of  the  16  Ins^ — ^jon  mention  a  want  of 
intelligence  respecting  my  aitoation  and  that  of  the  enemje — aa  to 
mine  &e  main  Body  of  our  Army  are  encamped  at  Middle  Brook 
and  considerable  force  under  Gkn.  Sullivan  lies  at  Sourland  Hills — 
oar  Position  is  strong  and  with  a  little  Labour  will  be  rendetd  mooh 
more  so— the  Passes  in  the  Mountains  are  most  of  them  extremely 
difficult  of  access  and  cannot  be  attempted  without  the  most  immi- 
nent Hazard — our  right  is  our  only  weak  part — but  two  or  three 
redoubts  will  pretty  effectually  remedy  its  derects — As  to  the  Enemy 
they  are  Yery  strongly  posted  their  right  at  Brunswick  and  their  left 
at  Sommerset — they  are  well  fortified  on  the  right  and  have  the 
Bariton  in  front  and  Milstone  on  the  left— in  this  situation  an  at- 
tack upon  them  would  not  be  warranted  by  a  sufficient  prospect  of 
auccess  and  might  be  attended  with  the  most  ruinous  consequenoei 
— My  deagn  is  to  Collect  all  the  force  that  possibly  can  be  drawn 
from  other  quarters  to  this  Post  so  as  to  reduce  the  security  of  this 
Army  to  Ae  greatest  certainty  possible  and  to  be  in  a  condition  of 
embracing  any  fair  opportunity  that  may  offer  to  make  an  attack  on 
advantageous  terms.  In  the  mean  time  I  intend  by  Light  Bodies  of 
Militia  seconded  and  encouraged  by  a  few  Continental  Troops  to  Ha- 
rasB  and  diminish  their  number  by  continual  skirmishes.  I  have 
ordered  all  the  Continental  Troops  at  the  Pecks  Kill  except  the  num- 
ber requisite  for  the  security  of  the  Post  to  hasten  on  to  the  Army 
and  shall  call  a  part  of  Gen.  Sullivans  Troops  to  reinforce  our  Right 
leaving  the  rest  at  &  about  Sourhind  Hill  to  Gall  the  Flank  and  the 
Rear  of  the 'Enemy — in  case  of  any  movement  towards  us  he  is  to 
endeavor  to  form  a  Junction,  or  if  it  should  not  be  practicable  is  to 
give  them  all  the  Annoyance  he  can  on  the  rear  &  flank  according 
to  circumstances.  The  Views  of  the  Enemy  must  be  to  give  a  se- 
vere Blow  to  this  Army  and  to  get  Possession  of  Philoda.  both  are 
objeota  of  importance  but  the  former  is  &r  the  greatest.  While  we 
have  a  respectable  force  in  the  Field  every  acquisition  of  Territory 
they  may  make  will  be  precarious,  and  perhaps  Burthensome, 
but  were  this  not  the  case  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  they  will  not  move 
towards  Philad.  without  first  endeavoring  to  disable  us  and  prevent 
our  following  them — the  risk  would  b^  too  great  to  attempt  to  cross 
a  River  where  they  must  expect  to  meet  a  formidable  opposition  in 
front  and  would  have  such  a  force  as  ours  Hovering  on  their  Kear~- 
thc^y  might  possibly  succeed  but  the  probability  would  be  infinitely 
against  them — should  they  however  be  imprudent  enough  to  make 
the  attempt  I  shall  keep  close  upon  their  Heels  &  do  every  thing  in 
my  power  to  make  the  project  fatal  to  them — but  benides  the  argu- 
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ment  for  their  intendiDg  in  the  first  place  a  stroke  at  this  Army 
drawD  from  the  Policy  of  the  measure  every  appearance  coincides  to 
confirm  the  opinion — had  their  design  been  in  the  first  instance  to 
Cross  the  Delaware  they  wonid  probably  have  made  a  secret  rapid 
March  towards  it  and  not  halted  as  they  havn^done  to  awaken  our 
attention  and  give  ns  time  to  make  every  preparation  for  obstmetiDg 
them — Instead  of  that  they  have  only  advanced  to  a  position  ooveni- 
ent  for  an  attack  upon  our  right  which  as  I  before  observed  ia  thf 
part  ihey  have  the  greatest  likely  hood  of  injuring  ns  in^  and  adde4 
to  this  consideration  they  have  come  oat  as  light  as  they  oooldi  lear- 
jng  all  their  Baggage,  provisions  except  enough  to  subsist  then^  two 
or  three  days  at  a  time.  Boats  and  Bridges  at  Brunswick  which 
forcebly  contradict  the  Idea  of  an  immediate  expedition  towards  tha 
Delaware.    It  ia  an  happy  circumstance  that  so  great  an  animatioo 
prevails  amongst  the  people.    I  wish  to  let  it  operate  and  bring  u 
many  as  possible  together  which  will  be  a  great  discouragement  to 
the  Enemy  by  shewing  that  the  spirit  of  (^position  runs  so  hif  h 
and  at  the  same  time  will  inspire  the  people  with  oonfidenoe  u 
themselves  by  discovering  to  every  individual  the  great  leal  and 
attachment  of  others,  but  after  they  have  been  collected  a  few 
Days  I  would  have  the  greatest  part  of  them  dismissed  as  not  being 
immediately  wanted.    This  will  send  them  home  in  a  good  humour 
and  make  them  willing  to  turn  out  again  in  any  emergency.    It 
will  be  proper  to  concert  signals  with  them^  at  the  appearance  of  they 
are  to  fly  to  Arms^-use  every  method  to  engage  about  two  thousaoa 
of  them  for  a  month  or  as  much  more  as  they  can  be  induced  to 
consent  to,  if  this  can  be  done  they  may  be  made  to  render  very 
essential  service.    Forward  all  the  Continental  Troops  by  a  safe  rout 
as  fast  as  they  arrive,  but  send  over  no  more  of  the  Militia  UU  far» 
ther  orders.    I  appprove  of  your  fortifying  such  places  as  you  judgs 
most  likely  to  frustrate  any  attempts  of  the  Enemy  to  pass  tM 
RiYer. 

I  am  with  fta, 

G.  W. 

We  have  been  so  crowded  with  business  at  Head  Quarters  that  I 
have  not  been  able  to  write  fully  to  Congress,  I  shbuld  therefore  be 
glad  you  would  communicate  the  purport  of  this  Letter  to  them. 
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Bsjr^,  Syrb  to  B.  O.  TnoMiiB  MxFtUN,  1777. 

June  17,  1777. 

A  folding  place  two  miles  above  Trentown  Not  Rappid,  4  feet  ft 
kaUWaiiter. 

TftlUv'li  ftnyp  Not  Bappid;  4  feet  Wanter,  300  jda  wide  4  milea 
bom  T^town  «  Boad  Laadipg  from  Maidenhead  to  it. 

Beadden  &Ua  2  milea  higher  upt  4  or  5  feet  Waotf  r,  Bappid  at 
the  head  of  the  Island,  150jd8  mane  Channel, 

Brown's  ferry  2  miles  above  Scndders  fall^  250  yds  across. 

Nolesea  Cove,  2  miles  above  Brown's,  125  yds,  ^ppid  j^  deep. 

PMtets  ferrey  1  mile  above  Noleses  Cove,  good  fording  plaice,  4} 
Wtater,  SOOyds^  wade,  good  road  from  Penneytown. 

WiiiM(iiUfl»  one  mile  &  i  from  Coreyels,  a  good  Place,  for  a  bridge 
^  jda  a^roes,  Qood  IWad  ^  good  ground. 

Coieyda  fe^ry  Bapped  Deep  &  wide,  400  yds  across. 

BettGeo. 

I  havi  judib  Inqnirerey  about  all  the  fording  Plains  Betwen  this 

kTraatov^y  Where  it  is  Likely  the  Enemy  will  oroes  Welaes  £ilJia 

will  Be  Ae  Best  Plaice  for  them  on  acoompi  of  the  Sights,  Half  of 

the  Boats  I  have  got  movM  10  miles  higher  iip  from  this  By  Oenl. 

•fold's  Mdeifl^  Genl.  Arnold  thinks  he  can  stop  the  Enemy  should 

t^]|B0V9  Qi|  ontill  Genl.  Washington  comes  up  with  them  with 

^MO  men,  the  troops  Comes  in  very  fast,  the  enemy  is  Entrenching 

Jl^Soiiienet  the  Jersey  militia  took  one  Serjeant  of  the  British  light 

^<^  j^Brik^rdaj^      ia  here  now,  Saith  he  set  out  for  fhilada..  Gen. 

oBlBfiii  is  at  Flemingtown  With  his  Division,  Princetown  Boad  is 

^ief^  open  for  the  Enemy,  Would  it  Not  Be  PrudejQt  to  send  on 

*  ftw  Pss  of  Cannon  to  Welses  falls,  I  am  Now  going  up  ten  miles 

^^her  up  to  view  the  ground.  In  Case  Genl.  Washington  should 

^t  to  cross  above  this. 

I  am  Dear  Sir 

Your  ai9sur'd 

BENJ'N.  EYRE. 

Oorlella  feny,  June  17tli,  1777,  Half  past  8  o'clock. 
^0  His  Excelleaoey  Thomas  Hifflin  Major  Genl. 
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William  Atleb  to  Board  of  War,  1777. 

Lancaster  the  17th  Jane,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  wrote  a  Day  or  two  since  by  Mr.  Singer  of  this  pkoe  veipeelng 
the  Blankets  ordered  to  be  famished  Ibv  this  Ooanty,  and  now  nod 
by  John  Beed,  Waggoner,  two  hnndred  and  seventy  five  Blanketo, 
for  which  he  has  given  me  his  receipt,  We  shall  exert  oiirselfw  to 
have  the  remainder  as  qaick  as  possible. 

I  am  Sir 

By  order  of  the  Commissioner 

Year  most  obed^  Serv* 

WILL-  ATLBE,  ChHi. 

P.  S.  I  wrote  lately  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  the  Board, 
mentioning  that  the  Inhabitants  here  were  uneasy  at  the  number  of 
British  Prisoners  placed  here,  &  that  they  requested  they  might  b» 
distributed  elsewhere — they  have  been  troublesome  &  as  we  eanno^ 
avoid  plaeing  them  ia  the  Isarraoks  among  the  Hessians  are  appre- 
hensive they  will  debauch  those  people  who  have  hitherto  behivec^ 
pretty  well,  tm  indeed  there  is  some  appearance  of  it  already. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  most  obed*  Serv* 

WILL-  ATLBB,  Ch'ii. 

Directed, 

The  Honourable  the  President  of  the  Board  of  war  of  Pemuyl--" 
vania. 

^  John  Reed  driver  of  Joseph  Dewees's  waggon,  irith  275 
Blankets. 


BbnedicU  Arnold  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

CorrycUs  Ferry,  18  Jane,  1777. 

Sir. 

I  have  this  minute  received  a  Letter  from  His  Excellency  Gtoeral 
Washington,  as  it  in  part  respects  the  militia  of  your  State  &  forti- 
fying the  Delaware,  I  have  taken  the  Liberty  of  inclosing  a  copy  of 
it  for  your  perusal  which  I  beg  may  be  communicated  to  Council 
only,  on  consultation  with  General  Potter,  we  are  fully  of  opinion, 
that  the  first  class  of  your  militia  (which  he  informs  me  will  make 
three  thousand  men)  with  the  State  Regiment,  will  answer  every 
purpose  which  his  Excellency  Genl.  Washington  expects  from  them 
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Had  willaflfoetiiallj  guard  &  fortify  the  Delaware,  we  propose  to  have 
tliem  am&ged  in  the  following  manner  Via.,  Colonel  Stewarts  Bat- 
talion with  one  thooaand  militia  at  Red  Bank,  Fort  Island  &  Billings- 
porty  to  oompleat  the  works  at  those  Posts ;  two  thousand  militia 
Btatiooed  between  Oorryells  Ferry,  &  Bristol  to  fortify  and  guard  the 
mott  aooeaaable  Paaaea  on  the  Delaware,  which  we  apprehend  will  be 
snffieient  with  the  militia  that  may  be  occasionally  called  in,  I  have 
wrote  Congress  &  Greneral  Mifflin  fully  on  the  subject ;  I  make  no 
doabt  they  will,  with  General  Armstrong,  agree  with  me  as  to  the 
numbers  &  arrangement  of  the  Troops. 

I  have  also  inclosed  yon  a  sketch  of  the  Places  necessary  to  be 
fortified  and  guarded  from  this  to  Bristol,  which  I  am  going  with 
General  Potter  to  examine  this  day,  if  after  taking  a  more  minute 
view  of  the  passes  we  should  alter  our  opinion,  with  respect  to  the 
number  of  Troops  necessary  to  guard  them,  you  shall  have  the  earliest 
advice  of  the  same. 

I  am  with 

great  Bespeot  &  esteem 

Sir, 

Your  obed^  Humble  Serv* 

B.  ARNOLD. 

Direeted, 

On  F&blio  Servioe. 

Hii  Ezeellenoy  Thomas  Wharton  Esq.,  President  of  the  State 
Pinailvania  Philada. 


Sah'l  Hunter  to  P&esidbnt  Wharton,  1777. 

Fort  Augusta,  19th  June,  1777. 

Toots  of  the  sixteenth  Inst.  I  received.     I  had  orders  from 
Generals  Mifflin,  Armstrong,  and  Potter,  to  turn  out  our  Militia, 
mad  aoeording  to  the  Orders  received,  I  immediately  gave  orders  for 
the  different  Sub  Lieutenants  of  this  County,  to  get  the  two  first 
CImms  out  of  each  Company  ready.     Their  Orders  came  to  hand 
the  17th  Inst.,  which  was  communicated  to  the  Colonels  of  our 
Conntv,  &  in  obedience  to  that,  they  were  to  march  two  Classes  out 
of  each  Company,  on  Monday  or  Tuesday  next.     But  as  one  Class 
it  deemed  sufficient,  they  shall  march  on  one  or  other  of  those  Days, 
'tho  'tis  very  hard  upon  the  People  to  leave  this  part  of  the  Coun- 
try at  this  Time  of  the  year,  yet  their  attatchment  to  the  present 
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Cause,  whidh  I  hope  will  tlwiya  be  the  mott?e  that  iniuete  tte 
Militia  to  march|  stimulates  them. 

I  am  y  Exoellenojs 

most  h'ble  aerv^ 

SAM'L  HUNTER. 

Directed^ 
To  His  Ezoellencj  Thomas  Wharton^  Jon'. 


CoMMiTTBB,   Samuel  Davison  to  Bobebt  Mobris,  Esq. 

Wednesday  Moraing,  June  19, 1776.'" 

Honored  S', 

Permit  me  to  acqoaint  you  of  the  transactions  of  Yesterday  in 
the  fleet.  Capt"  Hamilton,  on  his  coming  down  in  the  forenoon, 
Imedately  hois'  his  Broad  Pendant  as  Second  in  Command.  CtptP 
Doughertjr  Repare'  on  Board  the  province  Ship  &  Demanded  the 
Broful  Pendant  to  be  hauled  down.  M'  Yourk,  the  commanding 
officer,  told  Dougherty  his  pendant'  Should  not  come  down  By  Lis 
orders  unless  he  produced  his  authority  from  the  Committee  Smeff 
in  consequence  of  which  Doueherty  hois'  his  Broad  pendant  as 
Gomm'  in  Chief,  By  order  of  Uie  publiok|  as  he  said  to  M'  York. 
Permit  me  S',  to  Beg  your  Interest  to  Command  the  Lezintoii«  whsn 
Capt*  Barrey  B^signs,  as  I  imagine  it  will  Be  Imposable  for  me  to 
Command  the  present  Commanders  of  our  Armament,  unless  there 
is  such  Imedate  Steps  taken  as  will  Make  them  Comply  with  their 
duty. 

S';  I  remain  yonr  most 

Ob*  Hum"'  Serv*, 

SAM'L  DAVISON. 

Directed, 

To  Robert  Morris,  Esq';  Phil*. 


APt»LIOATION  OP  Coxm OIL  FOB  ▲  LOAN  01"  MONET,  177T. 

Sir, 

Agreeable  to  above  resolve  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly,  and  at  Ae 
Request  of  the  Council,  I  beg  you  will  lend  to  the  State  of  Pens- 

'    *  This  paper  hu  no  date--it  is  thus  endorsed — ^if  correct,  its  prop« 
place  would  be  else where^( Vol.  IV.) 
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flfuiia  tbe  additional  sam  of  fifty  thousand  Dollars,  to  be  repaid 
B  a  Tcry  short  time. 

Tirectedf 

Letter  to  the  Hon'^  John  Hanoook,  Esq',  Plreeident  at  Gongreis. 
kaoexed  to  Hinutee  of  19th  June,  1777. 


Council  to  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  1777. 

To  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.  • 

fir, 

The  Conneil  are  very  desirons  of  information  which  they  can 
lepend  on,  o(  your  resolution  as  to  the  accepting  the  appointment 
)f  Chief  Justice  of  this  State. "*"  And  I  have  his  Excellency  the 
Presidents  orders,  to  request  that  you  will,  within  a  few  days,  inform 
lim  of  your  determination  on  this  subject. 

With  the  greatest  respect, 

I  am, 

your  very  h*"*  serv*, 

T.  M. 

Pha%  June  20, 1777. 


Co  LnUTBHANTS  OP  CoUNTnCS  FROM  ExBO'E  COUNCIL,  1777. 

In  Council. 

Phila-,  June  19, 1717. 

fir, 

I» wrote  to  you  of  the  18th  Ins.,  and  ordered  that  the  1**  &  2"' 
jlass  of  the  Militia  of  your  County,  should  immediately  be  sent  to 
3amp,  &  that  you  should  be  in  such  forwardness  with  the  third, 
liat  It  oould  be  ordered  out  at  a  moments  warning.  The  accounts 
!eo^  from  Gen'  Washington  this  Day  of  the  Enemy's  movement,  is 
nch  that  he  is  in  hopes  that,  if  the  first  Class  of  your  County 
ihomld  turn  out,  in  such  number  as  we  have  given  reason  to  believe, 
Ikifl  will  be  sufficient  until  he  can  give  us  fusther  information,  which 
wt  shall  communicate  to  you  as  soon  as  we  receive  it.  Relying 
hlly  on  your  activity  to  com  pleat  the  first  Class,  and  being  perfectly 
ipprixed  how  inconvenient  to  the  good  people  of  your  County  it 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  186,  202,  249,  and  page  289,  of  this  Vol. 
Be  declined  accepting  on  23  July,  and  gate  his  reasons  in  writing,  (not 
liraiuL)    See  VoL  1,  p.  801,  of  his  Life,  &c. 
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would  be  to  leave  their  Farms  at  this  seasooi  the  Ooandl  thin] 
a  Duty  inoumbent  on  them  to  make  the  Burthen  of  this  N< 
War  as  light  as  possible  and  not  to  call  out  the  Militia  but  when  tfe^^ 
is  an  absolute  Necessity.     At  present,  therefore,  our  first  Glass  on/^ 
will  be  called  for,  but  the  second  should  be  put  in  such  forwardiaay 
as  to  be  ready  to  march  as  soon  as  you  have  the  order  of  Coiuio^ 
for  that  purpose. 

Directed, 

Letter  to  the  Lieutenants  of  the  Counties  of  Lancaster,  Berks  A 
Northampton. 


To  THB  LlBUTBNAlTCSy   FROM  COUHCIL,   1777. 

June  19, 1777. 

Sir, 

In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  18th  of  this  Instant,  it  was  the  opiQion 
of  the  Council,  from  the  advices  they  had  received  of  the  movemeDts 
of  the  Enemy,  that  they  intended  to  make  a  sudden  push  towudi 
this  State,  whereby  it  became  necessary  to  call  forth  two  ClasBes  of 
the  Militia  of  your  County.  Since  the  Issuing  of  said  order,  the 
accounts  received  from  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  ue 
more  favourable.  The  Council  therefore  persuaded  of  your  fonrtrd- 
ness  &  zeal  in^complying  with  every  order  that  may  Issue  from  them 
on  the  like  occasion,  &  unwilling  to  put  the  good  people  of  jov 
County  to  any  Inconveniences  at  so  busy  a  season  of  the  year,  bat 
when  their  service  may  be  absolutely  neoessaiy,  only  require  at  present 
that  you  hold  the  first  Class  of  the  Militia  in  your  County,  in  a  state 
of  readiness  to  march  on*  the  first  notice,  and  to  have  it  full  aDdeom- 
pleat  I  trust  that  this  change  in  the  order  will  not  in  the  leait 
relax  the  minds  of  the  first  Class  from  putting  themselves  in  such  a 
state  of  preparation  as  to  be  ready  to  march  on  the  shortest  notide. 

I  am,  Sir, 

yoursi  &o.,* 

Circular  to  the  Lieutenants  of  York,  Cumberland^  and  Northo*- 
berland  Counties. 

*  See  page  866. 
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OPT^    J.  P.  EusTAOE  TO  Maj.  Grnl.  Mifflik,  1777. 

Sonrland  MountainB,  Jane  19,  1777. 

r  Oeneral, 

am  directed  by  General  Sullivan  to  inform  you,  that  by  the 
ita  who  are  just  returned,  we  learn  that  enemy  have  reoroeaed 
Mihtone,  and  are  retreating  to  Brunswiok.  We  have  seen 
fld  very  large  fires,  which  we  believe  to  be  Middle  Buah  and 
i  place.  You  must  excuse  this  shocking  scrawl,  as  I  am 
pd   to  write  on  my  knee;  &  believe  me  with  the  greatest 

«0t| 

Y'  most  obed^  Servant, 
J.  S.  EUSTACE, 

Aid  de  Gamp. 

hjor  GenL  Mifflin. 

T%  hsTO  dispatched  oar  L<  Horse  to  Prinoetown  to  reconnoitre 
•  voad.    Should  they  proceed  that  way  we  shall  aoqaaint  yoa 

B. 


BnsoLUTioN  OF  Genbbal  Assbmblt,  1777. 

In  General  Assembly,  Thursday,  June  19, 1777. 

Motion, 

iMolTed  that  the  President  and  Committee  be  Authorized  and 
lowered  to  borrow  from  the  Congt-ess  any  Sum  of  Money  not 
lading  One  hundred  thousand  Dollars  to  answer  the  Imediate 
geneies  of  thei  State,  and  to  be  repaid  in  a  very  short  time  out  of 
monies  now  issuing  by  Virtue  of  the  Two  hundred  thoasand 
nds  act,  enacted  at  the  last  sitting  of  this  House. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

JOHN  MORRIS,  J', 

C'lk  of  Gen'l  Ass'y. 
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■   • 

BoA^o  OF  Wa»  to  Board  of  War  of  PKNNSYLv'Af  IT'TI 

War  Office,  June  20th,  177' 


Gentlemen, 

A  proper  Magazine  for  storing  fixed  Ammunition  &  Commisssiij's 
Stores  being  much  wanted  by  Col.  Flower,  C  G.  M.  S.,  you    ynU 
he  pleased  to  direct  the  Barrack  Master  of  this  City  to  mrovidc  i 
deliver  into  Colonel  Flower's  Possession  some  Store .  or  rlaott  cos* 
venient  for  the  Purpose. 

I  have  the  Hoionr  to  be 

your  very  obed't  Scrv't, 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Secr'j. 


Pennsylvania  War  Office,  20  June,  1777. 

We  beg  leave  to  refer  the  above  application  to  the  Honble  Execa- 
live  Committee. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

RICH'D  BACHE,  Chairman. 

Directed^ 

On  public  Service,  Honble  Board  of  War,  Statd  of  Pennsylvania. 


J.  Whilldin  4  H.  Hand  to  Robert  Morris,  1777. 

Cape  May,  June  21,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

Yesterday  there  came  two  Gentlemen  hero  from  Philadelphiai  and 
there  appearing  some  cause  of  Suspicion,  were  taken  care  of  bj  the 
Militia;  and  this  day  Examined  by  the  Justices,  when  it  a(^>eared  bj 
the  Oath  of  Mr.  Thomas  Hand,  that  they  applyed  to  him  lo  assist 
them  in  getting  on  Board  a  Man  of  War.  And  Sundrey  papers 
being  found  upon  them  we  apprehend  they  are  prisoners  of  War,  and 
have  made  their  eseape  from  Philadelphia — ^and  say  their  Names  are 
Charles  Cook  and  Allen  Maddison ;  but  by  their  Papers  and  Con- 
fession on  a  stricter  examination,  Confess  their  names  are  Allen 
Cameron  and  Charles  Cook — the  former  of  which  having  made  his 
escape  out  of  your  Prison  by  heaviug  himself  out  of  the  window. 
The  Prisoners  are  in  Custody,  and  we  wait  your  Orders  to  know 
what  further  shall  be  done  with  them.     The  contents  of  which 
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^^tten  and  other  particulars  we  refer  you  to  the  Bearer  hereof^  Mr. 
^Quatliaii  Learning. 

We  are  Sir,  with  great  truth  and 

regard,  your  most  Obd'  Hum""  Serv*% 

JAMES  WHILLDIN, 
HENRY  HAND. 


To  The  Hon'ble  Bobert  Morris,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Board 
War,  Philadelphia 

^  fayonr  of  Jonathan  Learning,  Esq. 


Alan  Cameron  to  Dr.  Thomas  Bond,  1777. 

Sir, 

No  doubt  you  must  before  this  reaches  have  heard  of  mj  escape 
from  there,  and  I  am  yery  sorry  to  inform  you  that  I  am  unfortunate 
enough  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Cape  May  Committee.     How- 
e?er  it's  my  fate,  and  altho'  you  and  I  diifer  widely  in  political  sen- 
timents, yet  as  there  is  a  few  British  Ships  in  sight  who  have  on 
Board  several  persons  of  Consequence  belongiug  to  this  place,  whom 
the  Committee  seems  anxious  to  have  exchanged,  I  Beg  leave  to 
request  that  you  will  use  your  interest  with  your  acquaintances  in 
Congre^s,  to  allow  those  in  authority  here  to  Exchauge  me  for  one 
af  tfame  whom  they  want  from  the  Shipe  of  War.    The  Bearer  goes 
purposely  w^  letters  concerning  me  and  another  Gentlemen  who 
ivaa  taken  with  me.    In  complying  w*^  the  above  request  you  will 
nnntterably  oblige, 

Sir,  Your  very  Humble  Servant, 

ALAN  CAMERON. 
Cape  May,  21st  June,  1777. 

JDirecfedf 

To  Doctor  Thorn*  Bond,  Philadelphia. 


•?.■ 
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General  Ordebs,  Mat  9  to  Juki  21,  1777. 

May  9th,  1777. 

The  Genenl  has  received  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  MarUal 
appointed  on  the  29th  day  of  April  last ;  he  does  not  hy  any  meani 


Aston,  a  private,  &  of  which  he  approves,)  will  be  laid  before  the 
Hon^"  ContineDtal  Congress. 

All  the  Troops  now  in  this  Town  to  march  to  Bristol,  &  such 
other  places  as  they  were  ordered  to  by  the  Orders  of  the  24th  of 
April  last. 

May  10th,  1777. 

It  is  Gen'  Schuyler's  Orders  that  the  City  Guards  receive  Rationi 
only  for  the  men  that  are  on  actual  Duty  every  Day. 

Gapt*  Tates  is  ezcns'd  sitting  on  the  present  Court  Martial,  ft  the 
Adjutant  of  the  Day  b  to  warn  another  officer  in  his  place.  , 

Sir, 

'  The  Committee  of  Fifty  having  requested  the  General  to  order  a 
party  of  Troops  to  aid  them  in  enforcing  a  Resolve  of  the  Pennsyl- 
▼ania  board  of  War,  respecting  the  removal  of  Provisions  from  thia 
City ;  The  Gen'  desires  you  will  direct  a  Sub.,  two  8erj*%  &  twenty 
Privates  to  repair  to  the  Drawbridge  in  Front  Street,  at  2  o'Clock 
Ihis  afternoon,  there  to  take  the  directions  of  a  Sub-Committee  of 
the  Committee  of  Fifty. 

By  order  of 

GENERAL  SCHUrLER. 
To  the  Town  Major. 


May  11th,  1777. 

A  SeijS  Corpor^  &  12  men  from  the  Barracks  to  mount  the  New 
Goal  Guard  immediately. 
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May  12th,  1777. 

A  Begimenttl  Court  Mirtiil  for  the  Gorpa  of  Oity  Guards  to  rit 
To-morro«  morniDg  at  10  o'CIock.  Tb«  North'  Diatriot  to  fimuli 
2  Sob-,  tbe  middle  District  1  Capfd:  1  Snbalt.,  &  the  Sontham 
Diatriet  1  8abal>. 

Onl;  throe  morning  reporta  haTe  been  given  in  yesterday:  Oenl. 
Sobuyter  finds  it  noceesary  to  repeat  hia  Orders,  That  every  C^ffieer 
in  Town  should  send  eveiy  morning  to  the  Town  Major  by  8  o'oloeic, 
a  relam  of  what  officers  &  men  are  in  Town,  distinffniBhiog  Uion 
that  are  Sick  from  those  which  are  Si  for  Duty.  And  as  the  variety 
of  Forma  to  which  tho  morning  reporte  have  been  made  renders  the 
making  a  general  return  inconvenient,  They  are  all  for  the  future  to 
be  made  in  the  Form  following: 

A  morning  Beport  of  the  Regiment,  Commanded 

by  &  quartered  in  Philadelphia,  1777. 


.&'3 


WbcreoT 


-      1 


Q  ArresL    2     Siok,  with  all  other  casualties. ; 


Gapt-  Mitchell,  of  the  12th  Virginia  Beg',  being  indispos'd,  the 
Adjutant  of  the  Day  is  to  warn  another  officer  in  his  place ;  &.  also 
another  in  the  stead  of  Cap°  Welsh  who  has  obtained  6en'  Schuyler's 
leave  of  absence. 

A  Seiji  &  12  men  are  to  repair  to  the  State  honse  at  2  o'CIoek 
this  afternoon,  &  receive  the  directions  of  Capt*  Watkinsoo,  Asiia't 
Comm^  General. 

One  Subalf,  1  Serj',  1  Conn',  &  20  men  to  mount  Guard  this 
Evening,  at  the  Continental  Bospilal  in  the  bettering  House,  &. 
rooeive  directions  from  Dr.  Shippea,  ju^^  This  Quaril  to  be  duly 
Faliev'd  till  furtber  orders. 

Vol.  v.— 17 
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May  13th,  1777. 

Capt"  Alexander  being  excused  from  attending  the  Oen'  Coiirt 
Martiahi  the  A^jntant  of  the  Day  ia  to  warn  another  member  in  his* 

A  Capt",  2  Sab"%  2  Seij**,  2  Corp^,  2  Drnmmers  ft  bO  men  an  to 
Parade  immediately,  in  order  to  eaoort  some  artillery  &  ammnnitien 
to  Gamp.    The  Capf^  to  receive  his  orders  from  Coll*  Flowen. 

The  Gen'  Coort  Martial  now  sitting  is  to  proceed  immediately  to 
tlie  Trial  of  Capt"  Bower  of  Mojor  Ottendorfs  Corps. 

May  14th,  1777. 
May  16th,  1777. 

ff 

Oenl.  Schuyler  has  received  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Qen'  Court  Martial  ordered  on  the  29th  day  of  April ;  approves 
thereof,  &  confirms  the  sentence  pronounced  by  it  against  Captain 
Kelson  of  the  0th  Pennsyl*  Reg*,  That  he  be  Cashier'd  &  refund  (he 
money  he  reoeiv'd  for  recruiting,  &  account  with  the  Coll'  forthwith 
for  misapplying  money  entrusted  with  him  to  recruit,  and  for  trans- 
ferring men  raised  from  one  corps  to  another,  to  the  Prejudice  of 
good  order  &  military  Disoipline. 

The  Gknl.  also  approves  of  the  proceedings  respeeting  James 
FtoK)n,  James  Quin,  Kobert  Brooks,  &  Isaac  Lemon,  Privates  in 
Gapt"  Nelson's  independent  Company,  &  orders  that  they  join  their 
respective  Corps,  &  put  under  Stoppage,  agreeable  to  the  directions 
of  the  Court  Martial. 

The  Oenl.  pardons  Patrick  McDaniel,  a  Private,  sentenced  to 
reoeivo  50  lashes  on  the  bare  back  for  insulting  Capt"  HowelL 

The  Genl.  directs  that  the  sentences  against  John  Connolly, 
Private  in  the  11th  Pennsyl*  Keg',  to  receive  100  lashes,  John 
Withrington,  Private  of  the  7th  Pennsyl*  Reg^,  for  deserting  & 
reinlisting,  be  immediately  inflicted,  &  the  convicts  join  their  respec* 
tive  corps,  WIJHliam  Sutta,  of  Coll.  Patten's  Keg*,  to  be  put  under 
stoppage  for  half  a  month's  pay,  for  absenting  himself  from  Duty. 


May  16th,  1777. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  men,  the  best  armed  &  oloathed  of  tha 
Continental  Troops  under  the  command  of  a  Major,  with  2  Capt^/ 
4  Sub",  4  Serj*-,  4  Corp»»,  8  Drum«,  &  8  Rfers,  to  Parade  immedi^ 
ately,  &  continue  in  the  Barracks,  ready  to  turn  out  at  a  mom^n^s^ 
warning. 
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May  17th,  1777. 

A  Qeo}  Conri  Mmrtial  to  convene  on  Monday  mornins  next  at 
10  o^olook,  at  the  Bamcka,  for  the  Trial  of  John  Lee  alias  Johtf 
BrowB,  who  ia  charg'd  with  acting  inimicallj^  &  traitorously  againal 
the  United  States  of  Amqica. 

Col^  MOYLAN,  Presid't 

r 
Gapt"  Sample,  ^ 

Joseph  Howelli 

John  McGoweny: 

Cross, 

Mears, 

Porterfield. 


Coll'       Patton, 
1/  Goll>  Ourney, 
Major    Williams, 
Capt*     Dorsey, 
Bedman, 
Keen, 


Members. 


Major  LIVINGSTON,  Judge  Advocate. 

Lieut'  George  Clark  of  the  7<^  Pennsyh  BegS  &  Lieut*  Bichardrr 
0011  of  the  12^  Virginia  Beg^,  who  were  sentouo'd  to  be  Caahier'd^ 
by  a  Gen'  Court  Martial  are  to  be  released. 

May  18%  1777. 

May  19%  1777. 

A  Gen'  Court  Martial  to  be  composed  of  Officers  of  the  City, 
Guard,  to  set  To-morrow  morn'g  at  10  o'clock  in  the  Court-house! 
for  the  Trial  of  Lieut'  Bunbury  of  the  City  Guards,  confined  for 
being  drunk  on  Duty  &  quitting  his  Guard.  , 

Major  NICOLA,  Presid't. 


CaptP  Honey, 
**    Simpson, 
<'     Barrett, 
L'       Boehm, 
L'       Pearson, 
2d  1/  Epple, 


Members. 


Capt"  Campbell, 
*^     McMuUen, 
L»       Willport, 
L*       Weaver, 
L^       Shute, 
2d  L*  Wynne. 


JAMBS  SHABSWOOD,  Judge  Advocate. 

May  20%  1777. 

Gen'  Schuyler  approves  of  the  proceeding  of  the  Gen'  Court  Mar- 
tial of  whioh  Major  Nicola  was  Preside  &  Orders  the  Sentence 
against  Lieut^  Bunbury  of  the  City  Guards  to  take  place  that  he  be 
suspended  from  Pay  &  Command  for  the  space  of  14  Days ;  after 
the  expiration  of  that  Time  to  receive  Pay  as  before  &  be  reinsta^ 
in  his  Command. 
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May  21-»,  1777. 

Capt"  Bower  of  Major  Ottendorfs  Corps  is  released  firom  CoDfine- 
aenfc.  Oen^  Sohajler  has  reoeiv'd  Ibe  prooeediogs  of  the  Court 
Martial  appointed  on  the  17^  In**.  He  deems  it  inoambent  on  him 
to  lay  them  before  the  Hon^>*  Continental  CongreeSy  which  ha  will 
have  the  Honor  to  do  this  Day. 

As  several  of  the  Gentlemen  who  oompos'd  the  Coart  Martial  are 
under  marching  Orders  to  Join  their  Corps.  The  Gkn'  thanks  the 
Court  for  their  Services  &  Disolves  them. 

A  Seij',  Corp^  &  12  men  to  Parade  To-morrow  mom'g  at  6  o'clock 
hi  order  to  escort  some  British  Prisoners  of  War  to  Lancaster,  each 
officer  &  man  to  be  provided  with  8  rounds  of  Ammunition  k  to 
draw  8  Days  Provision. 

A  G^eral  Court  Martial  to  sit  To  morrow  mom'g  at  10  o'clock 
in  the  Barracks,  for  the  Trial  of  all  Prisoners  confin'4  for  Military 
Crimes  in  the  Goal  or  Gnard-house.  The  Adjutant  of  the  Day  to 
warn  a  Preside,  Members,  &  Judge  Advocate,  of  such  officexB  as  are 
in  Town  &  not  under  immediate  marching  Orders. 

May  22*,  1777. 

Major  Ransalear,  Gen'  Schuylers  Aid  de  Camp,  informs  me  that 
the  Board  of  War  have  order'd  the  escort  for  the  Prisoners  of  War 
to  be  reinforc'd  with  1  Sub*,  1  Drum%  &  8  Men. 

Whereas  notwithstanding  the  most  pointed  Orders  that  the  Troops 
arriving  in  this  Town,  should  leave  it  with  the  greatest  cxpeditioii 
&  repair  to  Bristol,  many  of  them  have  been  unnecessarily  delayed, 
&  some  detained  several  hours  after  embarkation  by  their  Officers 
absence.  The  Gen'  therefore  Orders  that  the  D.  Q.  M.  G^n*  will  in 
future  make  immediate  report  to  him  of  the  Names  of  all  Officers 
who  shall  not  join  their  respective  Detachments  within  half  Im  hour 
after  they  are  ready  for  embarkation. 


May  23-,  1777. 

'  Two  Guards  each  consist'g  of  a  Serj^,  Corp'  &  12  Men  to  Parade 
immediately  &  repair  to  the  State-house  Yard,  where  they  will  receive 
Orders  from  Coll'  Flowers  for  escorting  some  Waggons. 

May  24%  1777. 

May  25%  1777. 

A  Betum  from  all  the  Troops  in  Town  without  any  ezcepdon  to 
be  immediately  made  to  the  Town  Major,  that  ho  may  draw  up  a 
general  return  by  12  o'clock  to  be  sent  to  his  Excellency  Qen' 
Washington. 
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May  26*»,  1777. 

12  Officersi  2  Seij%  2  Corp>,  &  50  Men  to  attend  with  Side  Arnui 
aft  the  State-honae,  at  10  o'clock  this  morning. 

The  den^  Court  Martial  now  sitting,  of  which  Lieu*  Colt  Nagle  if 
PreaidS  will  proceed  this  morning  to  the  Trial  of  Tho*  W"  ColUns,* 
oonfin'd  in  the  new  Goal  on  sospicion  of  treasonable  practices  against 
the  United  States.  The  Town  Major  will  wait  on  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Board  •£  War  to  know  what  Evidence  they  have  in  support  of 
tbe  Char^  against  Collins  that  the  same  may  be  prodao'd  before  tha 
Court  When  the  Trial  of  Collins  is  finished,  that  of  Mr.  W-  Comp- 
toD  of  this  City  to  oome  on. .  Tbe  Town  Major  will  lay  his  Crime  h 
produce  the  Evidence  before  the  Court. 

When  many  of  the  Troops  rais'd  for  the  Defence  of  Ameriotn 
Liberty  were  through  want  of  Blankets  rendered  incapable  of  taking 
the  Fields  Gen*  Schuyler  in  order  to  procure  an  article  so  indii^ 
pensibly  necessary,  applied  for  the  aid  of  the  board  of  War  of  this 
State,  &  by  their  authority  a  voluntary  contribution  was  recom- 
mended to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  several  Cities  &  Counties  of  this 
State  agreable  to  an  assessment  which  was  propos'd  for  that  purpose^ 
had  this  recommendation  been  attended  to  by  all  the  Inhabitanta 
with  eaual  respect,  a  present  sup]^y  would  long  since  have  been 
obtain'd^  but  many  pleading  scruples  of  Conscience  withheld  their 
Qaotas.  The  Gen*  finds  himself  oblig'd  by  the  Laws  of  necessity  & 
the  great  Duties  which  he  owes  to  his  Country,  to  have  recourse  to 
meaaorea  which  on  occasions  less  extraordinary  he  would  studiousW 
aToid.  There  are  however  circumstances  which  must  Reconcile  thia 
Expedient  to  every  benevolent  mind.  The  Army  will  suffer  unless 
Bluiketa  are  immediately  procured.  In  no  other  way  can  they  be 
obtained.  They  will  be  paid  for  on  a  just  valuation,  &  those  who 
firom  Conacientious  Scruples,  have  not  &  cannot  voluntarily  contrib* 
utOy  will  now  be  only  put  upon  a  footing  with  the  other  members  of 
the  Community  who  have  already  bore  their  share  of  this  Burthen. 

SoTeral  of  the  Citizens  by  the  directions  of  the  board  of  War  of 
thia  State,  will  accompany  the  Military  Gentlemen  in  this  Service  & 
point  out  to  them  the  Persons  who  have  not  yet  fumish'd  any 
Blanketa. 

The  Officers  will  enter  the  Houses  of  such  Persons  &  take  as 
many  Blankets  out  of  each  as  it  contains  Beds,  keeping  an  account 
of  eaoh  P^raons  name  &  the  number  of  Blankets  taken  from  him. 

The  return  to  be  made  to  the  Town  Major  &  the  Blankets  to  be 
deliyered  to  the  Cloathier  Gen',  taking  bis  receipt  therefor. 

The  Officers  will  be  particularly  attentive  that  no  more  force  is 
naed  than  what  is  barely  necessary  for  the  purpose  &  that  no  Inhabit 
tant  be  injured  in  his  Person.  The  Soldiers  to  be  strictly  inhibited 
from  makinff  use  of  any  rude  or  indecent  expressions,  &  not  more 
than  one  Soldier  with  a  Commissioned  Officer,  &  one  of  the  Citisens 
appdntad  to  attend  this  Service,  to  enter  any  of  the  Houses  from 

*  See  page  281. 
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which  Blankets  are  to  be  taken  unless  resistance  which  is  not  to  be 
expected  may  render  more  force  necessary^ 

'  The  Guard  on  the  Oen'  Hospital  at  the  bettering-hoase  to^  ang- 
men  ted  to  30  men  &  continued  till  further  orders.  The  Officers  to 
observe  the  directions  given  by  the  Director  General. 

May  27%  1777. 

A  Court  of  enquiry  consisting  of  Fire  Field  Offioen  A  Cspt^,  to 
•it  at  11  o'clock  this  morning  &  examine  whether  Samuel  Blphin- 
0tOQ,  Midshipman,  &  James  Horn,  Mate  in  his  Brittanic  Majesty's 

•eryioe,  & — — ,  Master  of  a  British   Merchant  Ship   are 

ffuilty  of  a  breach  of  Parole,  by  withdrawing  themaelves  from  this 
City  for  the  flpaoe  of  eight  Days  with  a  view  of  going  to  the  Enemy, 
before  they  had  sign'd  their  Paroles.  The  Adjutant  of  the  Day  to 
warn  such  Officers  as  can  be  immediately  assembled. 

May  31-*,  1777. 

The  Gen'  Court  Martial  of  which  Lieu*  Coll'  Nagle  is  Presid«4s 
dissolved.  Whenever  anv  noncommissioned  Officers,  or  private  men 
are  confin'd  for  Crimes  which  d^not  deserve  the  notice  of  a  Gen' 
Court  Martial,  the  Officer  commanding  the  Corps,  is  immediately  to 
order  a  Regimental  Court  Martial  for  their  Trial ;  should  the  num- 
ber of  Officers  present,  belonging  to  the  Corps  not  be  sufficient  to 
form  a  Court,  the  Officer  commanding  in  the  Barracks  is  to  Older  a 
Garrison  Court  Martial. 

The  Officers  employed  in  collecting  Blankets  are  to  be  fnmish'd 
with  such  a  number  of  men  as  may  be  thought  necessary  to  prose- 
bute  the  business  with  Effect,  not  exceeding  10  to  an  Officer. 
.  The  Adjutant  of  the  Day  is  desired  to  enquire  into  a  report  made 
to  the  Town  Major  this  morning  by  Adjut**  Boss  &  Irvin  of  a  num- 
ber of  Maryland  Troops,  being  in  the  Barracks  under  the  Command 
of  a  Scrj<,  &  if  true  to  order  the  Serj*  to  attend  the  Town  Major 
immediately. 

Standing  Orders  for  the  Garrison  of  Philad*.    (printed.) 

June  !•*,  1777. 

Whereas  a  great  waste  of  Ammunition  is  made  by  the  Soldiers 
wantonly  firing  in  &  about  this  City,  the  Gen*  desires  the  Officers  to 
}»  carefuU  to  prevent  it  for  the  future  by  making  immediate  exam« 
pies  of  offenders. 

A  Sub"  Officer  is  order'd  to  take  up  his  Quarters  at  the  Convales- 
oent  Hospital,  who  will  have  the  Direction  of  the  Guard  plac'd 
there,  &  by  no  means  to  suffer  the  Convalescenta  to  absent  them- 
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salves  by  Day  or  Night,  &  is  to  order  snob  exercise  as  tbe  Director 
G^eral  sball  prescrioe  for  the  Convalescents. 

A  8eij%  GopoH  &  12  men  to  Parade  immediately  &  march  to  the 
8tate*hoase  Yard  to  escort  a  Waggon  to  Camp. 

The  Adjat^  <ii  the  Day  or  Week  is  to  keep  a  regular  Roster  of  dl 
the  Officers  in  the  Garrison,  which  Roster  is  always  to  be  given  to 
the  relieving  Adjutant. 

The  AdjuU  of  the  Week  is  to  appoint  a  Field  Officer  where  there 
are  foor  io  Garrison,  when  not,  a  Capt*  to  be  Officer  of  the  Day^ 
mgreable  to  the  0^^  article  of  the  Stand'g  Orders  of  the  Garrison. 

The  Adjut'  of  each  Corps,  or  Officer  acting  as  such,  is  to  return 
to  the  Adjut^  of  the  Day,  the  Name  &  Rank  of  every  Officer  of  his 
Corps  that  is  wam'd  for  any  Duty,  specifying  the  Duty.  And  the 
Adjat*  of  the  Week  is  daily  to  make  a  general  return  to  the  Town 
Ifajor. 

June  2-,  1777. 

June  3*,  1777. 
•    

The  Oen'  is  sorry  to  observe  so  great  a  number  of  Officers  in 
Town  at  a  Time  when  their  presence  is  absolutely  necessary  ^th 
the  Army,  as  an  attack  is  hourly  expected  from  the  Enemy,  Those 
Offioen  who  have  not  leave  of  absence  on  pressing  business  or  on 
the  recruiting  service,  are  order'd  immediately  to  Join  their  rcspec- 
.tive  Battalions. 

Isaac  Burghaut,  Soldier  of  the  11<^  P.  R.,  to  receive  500 
lashes  on  his  naro  back  for  repeated  Desertion,  Defrauding  the  Pub- 
lic &  reinlisting. 

Francis  Ranfair,  Soldier  in  Cap**  Runner's  Comply ;  &  German 
Batt%  to  receive  200  lashes  on  his  bare  back,  for  Desertion  &  Dc- 
ftaading  the  Public. 

John  Haines,  a  Soldier  of  Coll«  Patten's  Rcgt. 

William  De  Normandie,  Soldier  in  Capt-  Beath's  Comp'y,  and  6*^ 
P.  R. 

Francis  Jamison,  Soldier  in  the  !■*  Reg^;  William  Dougherty,  a 
Soldier  of  Coll"  Wood's  RegS  k  Conard  Rough,  a  Soldier  in  Cap' 
Bunner's  Comp'y,  &  German  Batt",  to  be  discharged  from  Confine- 
ment, ft  Join  their  respective  Regiments. 

May  29^  1777. 

All  such  Officers  ft  Soldiers  as  are  under  Ordi'rs  to  March  To 
morrow,  are  not  to  be  put  on  any  Duty ;  such  as  are  already  on 
Duty  are  to  be  immediately  relieved. 

Some  Officers  having  neglected  to  make  their  Morning  returns. 
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because  they  are  under  inarching  orders ; — All  reiiims  ordered|  ire 
to  be  made  tho'  the  Corps  or  Party  is  to  march  in  one  hoar  after. 

There  having  been  a  mistake  made  in  Yesterday's  Orders  relatite  to 
the  Prisoners — ^Isaao  Burghaufc  is  acquitted,  &  to  join  one  of  the 
Pcnnsyl*  Batt^,  till  ho  can  be  sent  to  the  11^  I'ennsyl*  BattF. 

Conrad  Rouch|  of  the  German  Batt",  is  to  receive  SOO  lashes,  k 
be  sent  to  his  Keg^  the  1"'  opportunity. 

Two  Officers  must  attend  at  the  Town  Majors  to  morrow  Momingi 
at  8  o'clock;  to  prosecute  the  business  of  Collecting  Blankets. 

May  30«  1777. 

The  General  Court  Martial,  now  sitting,  of  which  Lieut*  (kiV 
Naglee  is  Presed^,  will  proceed  to  the  Trial  of  Ensign  John  Gokoi 
put  in  arrest  by  Cap^  James  Long,  for  abusive  language^  &  oogen* 
tleman-like  behaviour. 

A  field  Officer,  where  there  are  a  sufficient  number  in  the  Garrison, 
when  not  a  Captain,  to  remain  in  the  Barracks  to  do  the  duties  of 
Officer  of  the  Day. 

Every  Officer,  commissiooed  or  noncommissioned,  commanding  a 
Guard,  is  to  make  a  report  thereof  every  morning  to  the  Officer  of 
the  Day,  specifying  the  number  of  the  Guard,  Sentries  by  Dat  & 
Ni£ht|  Prisoners  under  their  care,  What  Companies  ft  Corps  tney 
belong  to,  by  whom  confin'd.  Crimes,  whether  try'd  or  not ;  whether 
they  have  reo'd  any  part  of  their  punish menty  &  what  eztraordinary 
may  have  happened  during  the  Guard. 

The  Officer  of  the  Day  to  make  a  G^n*  report  to  the  General  every 
Morning. 

Such  Troops  as  are  under  marching  Orders^  are  in  fatnre  exenaM 
from  Duty  the  Day  before  they  march. 

The  Guards  mounted  by  the  City  Guards,  are  for  the  fatue  to  be 
relieved  every  moroing  at  8  o'Clock. 

Eight  Officers  to  attend  at  the  Town  Major's  to  morrow  morning 
at  8  o'clock ;  the  Adjutant  of  the  Day  to  report  to  the  Town  Major 
■nch  Adjutants  as  do  not  attend  to  receive  Orders.  The  Adjutants 
of  the  different  Corps  to  report  to  the  Town  Major  such  officers  as 
jare  wam'd  for  this  duty,  that  he  may  inform  the  Gen'  of  sooh  as 
do  not  attend. 

Gen'  Schuyler  is  inform'd  that  the  Officers  who  collected  the 
Blankets  Yesterday,  were  guilty  of  many  irregularities  j  desires  they 
may  be  more  circumspect  m  future. 

Three  Men  to  be  added  to  the  Court  house  Guard,  ft  a  Sentry 
posted  at  MessP'  Mease  &  Caldwell's  Store. 

Gen'  Schuyler  being  out  of  Town,  the  Command  devolves  on 
Gen^*  Arnold. 

Twelve  Officers  to  attend  Gen'  Arnold  To  morrow  Morning  at  8 
o'clock. 

The  Officer  commanding  in  the  Barracks  is  desir'd  to  select  some 
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wboK  Dismtlon  will  prevent  i&nj  irregularities  in  the  business  tH 
Collecthig  Blankets. 

May28«*. 

Oen^  dobnyler  lias  received  and  approved  of  the  Prooeeclings  of  Oi4 
Oen.  Court  Martial  appointed  by  the  Oen*  Orders  of  the  21*^  In*^^  & 
Orders  the  following  puliishmcnts  to  be  inflicted  to  morrow  morning/ 
agreeable  to  the  Sentence  of  said  Conrt : 

Simon  Francis,  a  Soldier  in  Capt'  Oeorge  Jenkin's  Comp'yi  2'  P. 
R.,  ft  Andrew  Nathers,  a  Soldier  in  Capt"  Irvine's  Comp'y^  ft '9** 
P.  R. — Baoh  to  reeeive  500  Lashes  for  Desertion^  reinlisting,  De« 
frmnding  the  United  States,  ft  for  Perjuring  themselves. 
*  William  Hall,  a  Soldier  in  Capt"  Lang's  Comp'y  of  the  10<^  P.  R., 
to  reeeive  300  lashes  on  his  bare  baok^  ft  to  be  dmm'd  out  of  the 
Beg*  for  Deserting  repeatedly. 

Francis  Chilliger,  a  Soldier  in  Oapt>  Tolberf  s  Gomp'y,  2^  P.  R,. 
to  reoeive  600  lashes  on  his  bare  back^  for  deserting  twicey  reinlist- 
ing  twice,  Defrauding  the  Public,  &  twice  Perjuring  himself; — 
Hia  Pay  to  be  slop'd;  to  pay  what  Bounty  he  may  have  reoeiVd 
from  Uie  Oflioer  who  enlisted  him  last,  ft  afterwards  to  be  retvm'd* 
\o  the  2^  P.  B. 

Lvael  Adhtoui  a  Soldier  in  Capt*  Grubb's  Comp'y,  Coll*  Piitton's 
Reg*,  Ordered  to  be  discharged  from  Confinement^  ft  Join  lus{; 
Company. 

William  Day,  a  Soldier  in  Capf  Smith's  Comp'y,  4**  P.  R.,  to 
receive  160  lashes  on  his  baro  back,  well  laid  on,  for  Desertio&|  ft 
Defnnding  the  United  States. 

John  Shniver,  a  Soldier  in  ColU  Proctor's  Reg*,  to  reoeive  500 
Lashes  on  his  bare  back,  well  laid  on,  for  Desertion,  reinlisting 
twice,  perjuring  himself,  ft  for  twice  DefVauding  the  United  States. 
His  pay  to  be  stop'd ;  to  repay  whatever  Bounty  he  receiv'd  from 
lieut*  Patton,  &  then  to  be  returned  to  Coll'  Proctor's  Beg*. 

William  Doueherty,  a  Soldier  in  Goll«  Wood's  Reg*,  Ordered  to 
be  discharged,  ft  to  be  returned  to  the  8<*  P.  R. 

William  Chirk,  a  Soldier  in  Capt"  Smith's  Comp'y,  7**  M.  R,  to 
receive  goo  lashes  on  his  bare  back,  well  laid  on,  for  twice  Deser- 
tion ft  Defrauding  the  Public. 

Joseph  Brooks,  a  Soldier  in  Capt"  Henderson's  Comp'y,  9**  P.  R, 
to  reeeive  300  lashes  on  his  bare  back,  for  Desertion,  and  twic?  De- 
firauding  the  Public. 

A  Cmirt  of  Enquiry  is  order'd  to  be  summoned  to  sit  at  theusoal 
place,  to  morrow  morning,  to  examine  into  the  Conduct  of  Oapt^ 
Cruse,  or  any  other  prisoner  brought  before  them. 

A  Gen>  Court  Martial,  of  which  is  Presd*,  is  ordered 

to  tit  to  morrow,  for  the  Trial  of  such  Prisoners  as  are  brought  b^ 
fbre  them. 

l*broe  Sub-*,  5  SerjtP,  8  Corporals,  3  Drum",  ft  113  Men  to  mount 
Guard  at  6  this  afternoon,  to  the-foUoimg  Detail^  '^^ ' 

17* 
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Btaiehoufle,  1  Sab%  2  Seij'',  3  Gorp»,  1  Df,  54  Men  to  deteteb, 
Goorthoose;!  1  1  1         24  toiiewGod,18jS 

1  Oorp>,  12  Hen, 
Frigates,      1  1  2  1         17 

N^wMf^ne;         1  1  12ToI>eUohftCoi*'y 

&  8  Meoi 
QU  Ditto  1  6  to  the  Faggots, 

3  6  8  8       113 

An  Orderly  Serj^  to  be  sent  Tomorrow  Morning  at7o'dookto 
Major  Qeux^  Arnolds  &  others  to  the  Town  Major. 

NB.  There  are  Arms  for  the  men  in  all  of  the  above  gaards. 
.  The  offioers  who  have  not  compleated  the  bnsincss  of  eoUeoling 
Blankets  in  the  Wards  assigned  them,  are  to  attend  tomorrow  morn- 
ing at  9  o'clock  at  the  Town  Majors.     Such  Officers  as  hive  finished 
in  their  Wards  mnst  make  immediate  returns  to  the  Town  Major. 

Jane  4«*  1777. 

The  City  Ooards  being  dismissed  &  a  new  Corps  to  be  raia'd  under 
die  ntle  of  Guards  for  the  Continental  Stores  &  Magasines,  ft  to 
opnsist  of  4  Companies  each  of  1  Capt",  2  Lieat%  2  Ensigns,  8  Seij*", 
8  Corp**|  ft  120  Men,  the  following  officers  Wore  this  day  appointed 
fey  the  Continental  Board  of  War. 

1  *  8 

*  Gapt*  Qeorge  Honey,  Capt*  Richard  Barrett, 

!•«  Lieu«  Fredric  Wollpert,  1>«  Lieu*  Enoob  Walsb, 

.  2*  Liou*  G^eorse  Epple,  2*  Lieu*  John  Spenoe, 

1**  Ens*  Charles  Snyder,  1**  EnsF, 

24  EnsP  George  Fisler,  2^  Ens-, 

2  4 

Capt*  John  Campbell,  Capt*  Thomas  Bradford, 

1**  Lieu*  Thomas  Wind,  !■*  Lieu*  Nicholas  Weaver, 

2'  Lieu*  Henry  Snyder,  2«  Lieu*  W-  C.  Brandfoid, 

1«*  Ens*  Conrad  Deweetor,  1**  Ens"  Jacob  Clause, 

2*  Enc^  James  Chapman,  2'  En^  Martin  Hulbphriea, 

Kiohard  Barry,  Adjutant,  Conrad  Slemer  Sexj*  Major. 

June  6**,  1777. 

'  Hie  Officer  commanding  any  Corps  or  Detachment  marehing  out 
of  this  (Sty  is  to  make  a  ^tum  immediately  before  he  marehea  to 
the  town  Major. 

'  A  8eij*i  Oorp^  ft  12  Men  to  Parade  immediately  ft  march  to  the 
Statehouse  Yard  to  escort  some  Wagons  to  Prince  Town. 

One  Sub*,  1  Seij*,  1  Corp],  1  Drum'  ft  25  Men  to  Parade  tomorrow 
inorning  at  8  o'clock  ft  march  to  the  Statehouse  Yard  to  Bseortraoine 
eannons  ft  Waggons  to  Head  Qoarters. 
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Tbe  above  Eflooria  iaocmsbtof  tooh  Men  asareretdytomtrohte 

A  Oorpond  &  4  Men  to  Parade  immediately  &  march  to  Hvltii* 
m«a  Continental  Stables  to  Eaoort  Gen*  Mifflin's  baggage  to  Head- 
Qnartwi. 

Jane  6«»,  1777. 

Major  Benezet  being  Order'd  to  his  Command^  Lien*  Coll.  Gar- 
nej  is  to  sit  as  Preside  of  the  gen*  Court  Martial;  which  is  to  try  the 
two  oAeehi  oonilned  by  Lien'  Coll.  Craig. 

The  Conrt  of  Enqniry  of  which  Major  Danner  is  Presid*  having 
•zamia'd  the  oondnol  of  CaptP  Crnse  on  the  charge  broaght  against 
bim  fay  John  Thornton,  are  of  opinion,  that  Capt*  Cruse  acted  in  the 
line  of  his  dnty^  ft  that  the  Complaint  ooffht  to  be  dismissed  at 
fUvolons  &  groundless.    The  Court  is  dissolr  d. 

June  7%  1777. 

June  8*S  1777. 

June  9%  1777. 

June  10**,  1777.  Maj'  G«i«  Mifflin,  Conr. 

June  11%  1777. 

A  Betum  must  be  made  immediately  t6  Qeu^  Mifflin  from  every 
Corps  or  detachment  in  this  Garrison  without  exception,  specifying 
the  strength  and  forwardness  thereof  to  go  to  Gamp,  respecting 
Cloalhing,  Anns,  &c. 

A  Gorp^  ft  4  Men  to  be  fix'd  at  each  of  the  Ferries  near  this  City 
with  orders  to  suffer  no  person  to  pass  these  Ferries  from  the  Town 
without  passes  sign'd  by  a  Gen^  officer,  The  president  of  the  Board 
of  War  of  this  State,  or  Major  Lewis  NicoU.  Market  People 
only  ezoepted. 

June  12%  1777. 

Gen^  Arnold  approves  of  the  proceedings  of  the  late  gen^  Conrt 
Martial  ft  orders  the  Sentences  to  be  Executed. 

The  Guards  to  be  taken  from  all  the  Ferries  near  this  City  ft 
passing  restor'd  to  the  footing  it  was  on  before  yesterday's  Orders. 

General  orders,  13*^  June,  1777. 

An  the  Continental  Troops  in  this  Citv  are  to  be  Paraded  on  the 
Common  near  Bom's  Tavern  at  10  o'clock  this  Morning  by  thdr 
respective.  Officers,  with  such  arms  and  accoutrements  as  they  have 
leeeiv'd.  This  measure  is  absolutely  necessary  ft  must  be  strictly 
attended  to,  the  Gen^  beiog  of  opinion  that  the  troops  will  soon  be 
eall'd  to  action,  as  the  Enemy  by  Letters  from  his  Excellency  Gen^ 
Washington,  are  this  day  expected  to  be  in  motion. 

The  Commissary  General  of  Artilery  storesi  or  his  Depnty,  to 
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order  retnms  to  be  made  immediately  at  Head  Qaartera  in  ibis  (Sty. 
of  all  Field  Artillery  fit  for  service  in  this  Port;  the  quantity  of  fti^d 
AmmuDiUon,  &o.  Ac. 

-  The  Oommiaaary  Genl  of  proriaiona  to  make  retama  of  his  Steei 
in  this  City  that  the  overplus  if  any  may  be  remov'd 

June  14%  1777. 
June  15%  1777. 
June  16%  1777. 

The  Detachment  of  the  first  Maryland  Eegf ,  moat  parade  Temofw 
wqfw  morning  at  6  o'clock,  &  march  to  the  New  Goal  in  order  to 
jBaeort  some  prisoners  to  York  Town  in  this  State ;  the  iaatmetient 
4k  letter  to  the  Oommittee  will  be  left  at  the  Gaol  ft  abo  two  Wag* 
goqa  wiU  be  ready  to  eany  the  Officers  and  Prisoners  Baggage. 

June  17%  1777. 

Major  Gen'l  Gates  Commander, 

One  Capt",  1  Sub»,  2  8eij%  2  Corpl",  2  Drum"  ft  40  Men  to 
Parade  at  7  o'clock  Tomorrow  morning  ft  march  immediately  to  the 
Statehouse^  so  as  to  be  there  by  8,  in  order  to  Escort  some  Waggons 
to  Camp. 

Jone  18«,  1777. 

A  Corporal  ft  6  Men  to  Parade  immediately  ft  march  to  General 
Mifflin's  Quarters  in  order  to  escort  his  baggage  to  Camp. 

Two  Guards  each  to  consist  of  1  Sub",  ISerj*,  1  CorpV  1  Dnun% 
ft  20  Men  to  be  ready  in  the  Statchouse  Yard  Tomorrow  mormng 
at  8  o'clock,  to  Escort  some  Waggons  to  Camp. 
'  The  Officers  receive  their  instructions  from  Capt"  Watkins, 

June,  19**  1777. 
June,  20^  1777. 
June,  21-*  1777. 

Major  Gen^  Armstrong,  Commander. 


Jambs  Lang  to  Board  of  War  of  Pennsylvania,  1777. 

Lmcaster  Jone  22nd.  1777. 
Sir, 

Tis  with  much  concern  I  at  present  trouble  you,  Beeause  the  In- 
formation this  contains  is  very  Disagreeable,  I  here  perceive  erery 
means  of  Depreciating  the  paper  currency  of  the  States  practised,  ft 
Torrjrism  holding  up  its  head  with  impunity,  A  Doubloon  was  sold 
yesterday  to  a  certain  Paul  Zanttinger  for  80£;  A  half  joe  sella  at 
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between  £15  &  20£,  a  Gainea  for  £6  &  upwards,  &  a  Dollar  for 
upwards  of  £1  108.  DepreciatiDg  is  really  become  a  trade  here  and 
even  the  friends  of  Uberty  are  indooed,  nay  almoai  Necessitated  to 
adopt  the  base  measure.  The  Menonists  refuse  to  sell  their  produce 
unless  for  hard  cash  &  when  they  briug  any  market  stuff  to  town  #ltt 
carry  it  from  bouse  to  house  &  sell  it  very  low  for  hard  cash  but  will 
earry  it  home  again  sooner  than  sell  it  for  Congress  Currency,  I  am 
Informed  this  is  done  every  market  day,  I  have  spoke  with  sevenJB 
Inhabitants  who  are  all  convinced  of  the  Destructive  tendency  of  thesff 
Praoticefl  but  even  Mr.  Atlee  says  his  Endeavours  to  prevent  then 
have  hitherto  been  vain,  because  he  was  not  properly  supported.  19 
the  steps  he  took,  I  shaU  refer  you  to  Capt.  Weaver  for  further  paxy 
iicniars* 

Now  Sir,  oonceiviDg  it  Absoluteljr  Necessary  that  some  steps  be 
immediately  taken  to  stop  these  pernicious  practices,  I  shall  therefim 
Humbly  oner  my  opinion  concerning  away  that-X  believe  woi^d; 
effect  that  purpose  Let  a  trusty  prudent  yet  spirited  person  who  hivjf 
no  connections  here  be  appointed  to  reside  here  &  tike  Cognistno^ 
of  all  these  matters.  Let  him  cause  a  party  of  soldiers  seise  anj 
person  accused  of  Depreciating,  or  refusing  the  Congress  Currency, 
whether  in  buying  or  selling.  Let  him  immediately  after  seisins 
such  person,  take  an  inventory  of  the  persons  estate  Real  &  persons 
&  transmit  the  Inventary  to  any  board  the  Law  might  Direct  &  Let 
the  person  bo  seised  be  immediately  sent  to  the  State  prison  there  to 
remain  without  bail,  till  tryod  for  misprision  of  treason  or  call  it 
Felony,  if  judged  proper  &  Let  the  Punishment  ordered  be  adequiM 
to  the  crime,  I  confess  the  measure  looks  violent  but  if  something 
equally  so  is  not  immediately  Done,  I  am  firmly  persuaded  the  cause 
wiU  be  materially  hurt,  I  am  ordered  by  a  Court  of  enquiry  held 
here  on  the  19th  Inst.,  of  which  I  was  President  to  transmit  the 
oppinion  of  the  Court  to  you,  together  with  the  proceedings  that  it 
may  be  laid  before  the  board. 

I  am  with 

^  Due  respect  &  esteem  Sir, 

most  Obedient  Serv^ 

JAS.  LANO. 

P.  8.  If  our  prisoners  were  welfmsed  there  might  be  policy  in 
allowing  them  some  advance  on  their  gold. 

Directed, 

Mr.  Jacob  S.  Howell,  Secretary  to  the  Pcnnsyl*  Board  of  War. 
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Jambb  Old  to  Board  of  Wab,  1777. 

Qeiitlemeii, 

Toa  ordered  me  to  write  joa  that  when  the  militiE  Clagaea 
going  oat,  I  shonld  let  jou  know,  and  as  thej  are  now  to  maroh 
aeverall  of  mj  hands  in  the  1st  &  2nd  Class  and  the  others  an 
in  oonfoflion,  so  that  I  cannot  go  on  with  the  works  as  I  ought 
shall  not  be  able  to  fulfill  the  oontraot  I  made  with  jou  for 
without  jour  protection  for  such  neoessarj  hands  as  I  want,  therefajjS 
I  have  sent  the  bearer  on  purpose  to  desire  you  will  write  to  ihi 
Lieutenant  of  the  Countj  to  permit  me  to  keep  such  hands 


necessair,  a  Ust  of  which  the  bearer  can  inform  you,  I  hare  not  maih 
tioned  their  names  as  hands  at'  Iron  Works,  are  very  often  ohangai 
and  not  always  to  be  depended  upon,  so  I  have  mentioned  only  iha 
number  of  such  as  are  absolutely  necessary  which  if  I  cannot  ka^' 
I  shall  be  obliged  to  etop  the  Furnace,  and  cannot  fiillfill  your 
contract. 

lam 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  Humble  Serv* 

JAMES  OLD. 

Reading  Furnace  ) 
22  June,  1777.        J 

Direcledf 
To  the  Hon'ble  Board  of  War  for  the  Stote  of  Pennsylvania. 


Pennsylvania  War  Office  1 
26th  June,  1777.  j 

Mr.  James  Old  has  orders  from  this  Board  to  famish  a  very  largi 
quantity  of  Double  headed  shoMbr  the  use  of  the  Fleet,  &o. 

RICH.  BACHE,  Chairman. 
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Board  of  Wab  to  Prbsidsnt  Whabtdk,  1777. 

War  Office,  June  23d,  1777. 
Sir,  , 

The  Bearer  Capt  Watkina  baa  an  order  from  Qenl.  G&tea  to  tika 
poaaearion  of  the  Loganian  Librarr*  for  %  store  or  magaaDe  to  de^ 
podt  &  delirer  oat  fixed  Ammuuition  for  the  me  of  the  Army.  X 
vaa  ftverae  to  disturbing  the  old  volumea  which  have  been  lo  long  iB 
B  verj  peacefal  slnmber  on  the  shelves,  they  consist  of  such  Books 
aa  are  of  Ter;  little  use  to  the  Public  a  Capacity  to  read  them  bdn^ 
oonfised  to  areryf^ir.  Bnt  Mr.  Watkins  represents  that  beoUDot 
b;  uQj  means  procure  another  place  suitable  for  his  pnrpose  A  Is  Of 
Opinion  that  our  affiiirs  vill  suffer  exeeedingly,  nnlese  a  Hagaalite  !■ 
immediately  opened.  I  therefore  have  advised  him  to  get  easea  made' 
br  the  Books,  &  deposit  them  in  some  safe  plaee,  first  giving  nodetf 
to  the  trnatees  of  the  Library  that  if  they  chose  to  take  care  of  tliam 
they  vill  be  delivered  to  them  or  t^eir  order.  When  the  aervioe  ro>' 
qnirea  it,  private  property  must  yield  to  public  Necessity,  bnt  if  any 
other  ^aoe  oonld  have  been  procured,  it  bad  been  mnoh  better. 
Capt.  WatkiuB,  says  yon  seemed  to  be  averse  to  his  having  the  build- 
ing &  I  thought  it  beat  to  represent  the  matter  to  yon  &  let  him 
inform  yon  of  the  urgency  of  the  Business  that  nothing  might  be 
done  Bcainst  your  oonaeut,  as  all  possible  Harmony  should  be  culti- 
vated hetween  the  Continental  Officers  k  those  oonoemed  in  tb» 
Administration  of  the  affairs  of  each  particular  State. 
I  hare  the  honour  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Beapeet 

your  very  obed'  Scrv' 

BICHASD  PETERS,  See. 
Directed. 
On  Pnblio  Service. 

Hia  Ezcellenoy  Thomas  Wharton  jr.  Bsq.,President&  Commander 
is  Chief  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Oi'iKioN  OF  Thomas  McKian,  1777* 

Case. 

A  freeholder  of  Pennsylvania,  in  which  Sta^  he  was  an  Inhabitint 
panes  the  rirer  Delaware  and^ottu  the  enewnei  of  (he  said  State  being 
m  New  Jersey,  New  York,  &  elsewhere,  and  adheres  to  them :  He 
ii  arrested,  tried,  conyicted  &  attainted  of  Treason  in  the  State  of 
New  Fork. 

Ist  Question.  Can  he  legally  allegCi  that  he  is  not  %  snbjeot  of, 
not  owes  allegiance  to  New  x  ork  7 

2nd  Question.  How  would  such  attainder  affect  hb  estate,  in 
Pennsylyania  ? 

8d.  Is  there  any  process,  tl^at  can  issue  by  the  laws  of  Peansyl- 
vania,  for  outlawing  a  person,  who  will  not  appear,  or  by  what  means 
can  such  a  person's  estate  be  forfeited  f 

Answer  1"* — The  freeholder  of  Pennsylvania,  within  the  deaori^ 
tion  in  the  above  case,  cannot  legally  allege,  that  he  is  not  a  anfajec* 
of  the  State  of  New  York.  For  even  an  Alien,  who  oomes  there  nt 
ftnst  peaceably,  has  a  right  to  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  the  aaid 
State,  and  in  return  he  owes  a  local  Allegianoe  to  ii 

^•.  Such  an  Attainder  would  not,  in  my  opinion,  afieet  his  eetale 
in  Pennsylvania,  because,  first.  Treason  may  be  a  difierent  thing  and 
differently  punished,  in  New  York,  from  Pennsylvania ;  and  secondly, 
a  traitor  should  be  tried  by  a  jury  of  the  County,  in  which  the  overt 
act  of  treason  was  committed. 

8^*.  By  the  late  Act  of  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, intitied,  <<  An  Act  declaring  what  shall  be  treason,  &c.," 
joining  the  armies  of  the  enemies  of  s^  Commonwealth  is  constituted 
treason ;  and  the  Enemies  of  the  State  of  New  York,  are  the  enemies 
of  Pennsylvania :  And  by  the  act  of  Assembly  of  s'  commonwealth, 
intitied, ''  An  Act  to  revive  and  put  in  force  such,  &  so  much  of  the 
late  laws  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  as  is  judged  necessary  to 
be  in  force,  in  this  commonwealth,  &o."  The  former  acts  of  Assem- 
bly are  declared  to  be  in  force,  &c.,  (as  therein  mentioned) ;  whereby 
the  act  made  in  the  fourth  year  of  George  the  First,  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  justioe  is  in  force  so  far  as  relates  to  this  question, 
Therefore,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  freeholder  of  Pennsylvania,  oom- 
mitting  the  afs*^  crime  may  be  indicted  for  it  in  the  county  where  the 
fact  was  inchoate,  or  in  which  ho  resided,  and  that  a  capias  may  be 
issued  against  him,  and  if  ho  cannot  be  found  by  the  Sheriff  of  said 
county,  he  the  s'  Sheriff  should  make  proclamation  in  the  Quarter 
Sessions,  &c.,  as  by  the  s*  Act  is  directed  and  the  court  upon  non- 
appearance may  proceed  to  attaint  him,  and  in  oonsequenoe,  his  whole 
estate  within  the  commonwealth  will  be  forfeited. 

THOS.  McKBAN. 

Newark,  June  23d,  1777. 
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Thomas  Setmodr  to  Williau  Bbadpoko,  Esq.,  1777, 
Philad',  June  23d,  1777. 

I  hiTe  wait«d  w*^  great  ImpAtience,  Expecting  to  receive  tht 
Ballancfl  of  mj  pay,  aod  an  order  for  my  Sashinga  agreeable  to  mj 
Rank  ;  my  not  receiving  ibe  bnllaace  of  tny  pay  nor  an  order  for 
my  Raahings,  makes  me  take  the  Liberty  to  Trouble  you  ff"  tbeie 
Linea,  Begging  yoa'll  befriend  me  so  much  as  to  See  me  pay'd.  I 
am  now  in  Want  &  am  left  destitute  Even  of  having  one  Dollar  in 
Connnand,  all  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Board  are  Senseable  I  got  mj 
Sickness  in  the  Service,  I  have  a  Large  Docf*  Bill  to  pay  off,  like- 
wise many  others  for  ncceasarys  in  th»  time  of  my  IIlneBa,  as  to  mj 
Ezpensee  up  &  down  the  Rivjr  last  Winter  &  Spring  will  amonnt 
to  Coouderable  more  than  half  of  my  Rosbings,  the  Gentlemen  of 
tli«  Nkval  Board  knows  well  I  have  no  Family  nor  home  here  to  go 
too,  but  Intirely  npon  Bxpenoes,  therefore  desire  my  Sitnation  might 
be  Considered. 

Aooording  to  the  Resolves  of  Congress  &  Conoeil  of  Safety,  % 
Commad"  pay  &  Rank  is  the  same  as  a  Brigad'  Generals,  Whi<di  ii 
125  Dollan  &  12  Bashings  agreeable  to  the  CongresB  Books.  I  am, 
&',  W  Doe  Bwpeot, 

your  most  obedieot  Hnmble  Serr't, 

THOS.  SEYMOnR. 

Direettd. 
To  William  Bradford,  Esq'r,  PhUadelphia. 


Col.  Waltsr  Stewart  to  Board  op  War  op  Pknn'a,  1777. 

Camp  at  Billet,  Jnne  23d,  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  Bearers  hereof,  Lieutenant  Thomas  Boyd  and  Lieutenant 
Joseph  Brown  Lee,  have  I  find  delivered  in  their  Resignation  on 
account  of  Lieutenant  Thomas  Johnson  being  promoted  over  their 
haods ;  these  Gentlemen  are  both  Old  Lien",  and  are  Esleem'd  in 
the  Regiment  as  good  Officers,  by  no  taeaos  inferior  to  Mr.  John» 
ton.  When  Mr.  Johnston  (who  was  formerly  a  third  Lieu'  in  the 
Flying  Camp)  applied,  it  was  for  a  first  Lientenancy,  whioh  wm 
gnoted,  but  Imagine  there  must  have  been  some  mistake  in  appoint- 
ing him  2nd  fitst  Lientenant  in  the  Regiment,  over  the  heads  of 
■any  Worthy  first  Ueotenanti;  I  most  request  yoa  will  ta^^e  tb* 


IJtt  PENNSrLYANIA  AB0HIV8S  ITH. 

trouble  of  Looking  into  tho  mfttter^  as  I  should  be  sorry  to  loose 
tkese  two  GentlemeD^  and 

believe  me  to  bo  j'rs  siDoerely, 

W AL'l  ER  STEWART. 

Directed. 

To  Richard  Bache,  Esq'r,  President  of  tho  Hon'ble  Board  of  W« 
for  the  State  of  PeoDsylvaDia. 


Offers  of  Protection  bt  Proclamation  ov   Gov.   or 

Detroit,  1777. 

Detroit,  24th  June,  1777. 

By  virtue  of  tho  power  and  authority  to  me  given  by  his  Ezod- 
lency  S'  Ony  Carlton,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  Qovernor  of  the  provinee 
of  Qoebeo,  General  and  Commander  in  chief,  &c ,  fte.,  fto. 

I  assure  all  such  as  are  inclined  to  withdraw  themsAves  from  the 
^Tyranny  and  4>ppre8sion  of  the  rebel  committees  and  take  refnge  in 
this  Settlement  or  any  of  the  poets  commanded  by  his  Mijesty's 
Pffioers  shall  be  humanely  treated,  shall  be  lodged  and  viotoalled, 
and  such  as  are  off.  in  arms  and  shall  use  them  in  defetice  of  his 
majesty  against  rebels  and  Traitors  till  the  extinction  of  this  rebel- 
lion, shall  receive  pay  adequate  to  their  former'  stations  in  the  rebel 
service,  and  all  common  men  who  shall  serve  during  that  period, 
shall  receive  his  majesty's  bounty  of  two  hundred  Acres  of  Land. 

Given  under  my  hand. and  seal, 

HENRY  HAMILTON,  [Seal.] 

Lieut.  Gov.  &  Superintendant 
Copy. 


Henry  Fisher  to  Navy  Board  op  Pennsylvania,  1777. 

LewistowDj  Jane  25^  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

When  I  wrote  you  last,  which  was  on  the  22*  of  this  instant, 
informed  you  that  the  ships  was  making  up  the  Bay,  but  before  m; 
Express  had  been  gone  a  half  an  hour,  they  all  anchored  above 
Brandywine,  and  Remain  there  still — there  ia  no  more  ahipa 
sight  at  this  time. 

The  Boebnok  and  the  other  ships  Carry  on  a  fine  Stroke  of 
with  the  inhabitants  from  the  nper  part  of  this  OoaBty,  mad 
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liODg  Neck  npon  the  North  side  of  Indian  Biver,  where  they  get  all 

sorts  of.  fresh  ProviflioDB  and  Fish  and  fowl  together;  in  these  two* 

necks  of  land  there  is  scarce  one  Whigg,  and  the  officers  has  given 

oai  that,  if  the*  Militia  should  offer  to  hinder  there  trade,  they  will 

land  fiye^undred  Men  from  there  ships,  so  that  the  torrys  will  Joine 

them  with  as  many  more,  and  they  will  Plunder  the  whole  County. 

M'  George  Jackson  is  comeing  up,  who  will  inform  you  better  than 

I  Can  Write.    There  has  Been  a  Certain  Simoo  KoUock  who  Serv'd 

faia  time  to  M'  Jonathan  Evans,  Cooper,  in  your  City,  Sent  on  shore 

from  the  Roebuck  with  a  Large  Sum  of  Counterfit  thirty  Dollar 

.Bills;  he  has  inlisted  near  a  hundred  men  from  the  two  Necks 

•above  mention'd,  and  ia  gone  Round  to  York  in  a  Schooner  to  Joino 

the  Baeoally  Crew.    He,  the  said  KoUock,  left  witff  the  High  Sheriff 

of  oar  County  a  large  sum  of  his  Base  Money,  which  the  Sheriff 

rhaa  been  baying  up  Cattle  with,  and  employing  others  to  Doe  the 

.like;  we  have  detected  some  of  them,  and  at  Snow  Hill  they  have 

teken  ap  one  of  the  Sheriffii  Emmisarics,  one  Solomon. Trust,  and 

Confin'd  him  in  Jail — they  found  upon  him  one  hundred  and  thirty 

Dollar  Billa  all  Coanterfit — the  sheriff  is  not  taken  yet,  but  I  hope 

■oon  to  hear  he  is ;  if  we  should  be  so  happy  as  to  take  him  I  am 

Penoaded  that  he  will  bring  in  some  of  our  Great  men.     This 

Oendeoien,  is  what  may  be  Called  Striking  at  the  Very  Foundation 

.  of  oar  Liberty,  and  I  must  beg  that  yon  will  make  all  the  Interest 

.with  the  Congress  to  have  our  Case  taken  under  there  serious  Con- 

aidemtion,  and  grant  us  such  Redress  as  they,  in  there  Wisdom,  shall 

think  Proper ;  if  they  should  take  no  notice  of  us,  our  State  is 

.gonoi  and  the  few  friends  to  the  American  Cause  in  these  parta 

moat  &11  a  sacrifice  to  Tyrants. 

libe  Bearer  hereof,  Major  Henry  Neille,  goes  up  to  waite  upon 
CoDgreas  with  a  Letter  to  that  Honorable  Boddy,  Pointing  out  some 
of  oar  Grevianoea,  in  hopes  of  Relief.  Any  assistance  you  can  give 
him  will  Ever  be  Remembered  by  Your  Most  Humble  Servant  to 
Oommand. 

HENRY  FISHER. 

P.  S.  If  something  is  not  done  lam  under  some  apprchcntions  that 
should  the  fleet  Come  in,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  send  the  Express  by 
land,  for  the  Second  horse  is  kept  at  Evan's,  which  is  in  the  heart  of 
the  torrys^  therefore  you  must  have  that  nest  Broke  up. 

I  am  y", 

H.FISHER. 

To  The  Honorable,  the  State  Navy  Board,  Philadelphia. 
^  Favour  of  ^lajor  Nielle. 


404  PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVBS  1777- 


Obdbrs  to  the  Militia  to  bb  Rbadt,  1777. 

June  25\h.  1777. 
To  Liea^  of  Lancaster^  Bcorks;  NorthamptoD^  Chester  &  Flulad". 

I  wrote  to  yoB  by  Express  the  19*^  Ins*^  requestang  that  job 
woal4  immediately  order  the  1**  &  2^  Class  of  the  Militia  of  your 
OoaDty  to  Camp— the  information  the  Conncil  then  rec*  froai  Ui 
Ezoell'  Gen.  WashiDgten,  respeoting  the  intention  of  the  Enenyi 
made  that  step  absolutely  necessary.    I  have  now  the  plearare  to 
acquaint  you  thm  the  Enemy — disappointed  in  their  ezpeotationa  of 
orossing  the  Delaware,  and  thereby  lay  waste  our  country.— haa  made 
a  very  precipitate  vetreat  from  Somerset  &  Brunswiek  to  Ambcnr ; 
the  spirited  manner  in  which  the  Militia  of  New  Jersey  ft  of  this 
State  turned  out,  I  have  no  doubt  contributed  greatly  to  inflnonee 
the  retreat  of  Gen.  Howe.     However  they  did  not  effect  it  without 
being  greatly  harassed  by  Gen.  Waahingtoni  notwithstanding  the 
secret  manner  in  which  thev  conducted  their  march.    It  gives  the 
Council  ffreat  uneasiness  to  be  obliged  at  any  time  to  call  upoo  the 
Militia,  but  when  our  country  is  threatened  with  invasion  by  a  pow- 
erful army  &  fleet,  it  then  becomes  absolutely  necessary  for  them  to 
step  forth  and  defend  every  thing  that  is  valuable— their  lives, 
liberty,  &  property — this  induced  the  Council '  to  call  upon  them. 
It  is  nevertheless  as  much  the  duty  of  the  Council  to  prevent  every 
unnecessary  trouble  &  ezpence  to  the  good  people  of  this  State, 
while  they  are  engaged  in  this  just  &  necessary  war,  as  possible, 
ospecially  at  this  time,  when  their  private  concerns  call  for  Iheir 
greatest  attention ;  they  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  2*'  Class 
of  the  Militia  of  your  county  need  not  march  to  camp,  as  I  ordered 
in  my  last,  until  they  receive  the  express  orders  of  Council  for  that 
purpose,  but  they  are  to  hold  themselves  in  perfect  readyness  lest 
the  farther  movement  of  the  enemy  should  make  it  necessary  to 
call  upon  them  of  a  sudden,  which  may  very  possibly  soon  happen. 

I  am  S', 

your  very  Hum. 

City  of  Philadelphia. — ^Two  Classes  ordered. 
To  the  Lieutenante  of  the  Counties. — Chester  &  Philadelphia. 
Lancaster,  Berks  &  Northampton. — To  hold  the  first  Class  ia^ 
readyness  to  march  when  called  upon  after  this  date  ^f  25  June. 

York,  Cum.  &  Northampton. — ^No  new  orders — Uie  fonsar 
to  prepare  one  Class  to  march  when  ordcored. 

Westmoreland,  Bedford. — No  orders. 

2  as  it  stand.— (&  3  with  the  word  first  class  instead  of  2nd.) 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVES  1777.  405 

To  Committee  fob  driying  off  Stock,  1777. 

In  Connoil. 

June  25, 1777. 

WherdM,  The  Honorable  House  of  Assembly  having  passed  a  num* 
beiMf  Besolves  on  the  14^  of  this  Ins^  June,  and  among  other  things 
impowered  the  President,  or  Vice  President  in  Connoil,  to  appoint 
ft  poffioient  Number  of  Persons  in  the  city  of  Philad*,  and  the 
Counties  of  Philad%  Backs  &  Chester,  to  take  in  Charae,  and  drive 
cC  all  kinds  of  Live  Stock,  whcDever  the  approach  of  the  Enemy 
diall  make  it  necessary  so  to  do.  In  consequence  of  said  resolution, 
I  therefore,  with  the  advice  of  Council  hereby  im power  &  direct 
jov,  and  each  of  you,  to  carry  said  Resolution  into  execution,  by 
iveh  ways  and  means  as  to  you  may  appear  most  effectual,  and  make 
report  of  your  proceedings  therein  to  the  Council,  as  soon  as  con- 
venient after  such  removal,  having  regard  to  the  Number  and 
Haika  of  such  stock,  and  to  whom  they  belong— which  you  may  so 
remove  by  vurtue  of  said  resolution — and  the  place  where  removed' 
tOf  and  for  your  service  herein,  as  well  as  for  that  of  those  you  may 
^ploy  in  the  Execution  of  the  business,  reasonable  allowances  wiU* 
be  maide. 

Philadelphia^  Chester,  &  Bucks. 


John  Bayley  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Donnegall  Lancaster  County,  June  y«  27**.,  1777. 
Dr  Sir, 

I  have  been  in  a  very  poor  state  of  health  ever  since  I  came  Home, 
the  cold  and  Cough  I  had  when  io  Towd,  hath  increased  by  the  wet 
weather  I  hmd  oomiog  home,  which  hath  put  me  in  a  Slow  fever,  but 
if  it  please  God  I  get  any  better  in  health,  I  shall  go  to  Town  to  tho 
Council  and  give  what  assistance  I  can,  the  opposition  given  to  the 
laws  by  the  Dutch,  at  length  hath  Broken  out  into  open  Rebellion, 
they  had  threatened  so  much  and  boand  themselves  to  each  other, 
that  any  Constable  that  would  Levy  on  their  Goods  for  the  fines 
impoa'd  by  the  Melitia  Law  the  would  Rebel  against  them.  So  that 
the  Constable  would  not  go  without  a  guard  of  armed  men,  accor- 
dingly on  the  25^.  Instant  Colonel  Lowrey  sent  an  Officer  and  six 
men  with  the  Constable,  by  order  of  a  Magistrate  to  Levy  for  the* 
files  due  by  one  Saml.  Albright,  who  had  got  enteligence  of  their 
eomiog,  and  got  together  Twelve  men  and  a  number  of  women. 
Armed  with  Sithes  Coulters,  &  Pitch  forks  tho  first  stroke  given 
•truck  one  of  the  guard  with  a  coulter,  behind  his  back  which  split 
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his  skul  about  4  or  5  Incbes,  tbe  rest  of  the  gnard  tbougbt  tbey 
were  all  in  danger  of  tbeir  Lives,  were  forced  to  fire  on  the  rebels, 
and  Shot  three  of  the  ringleaders,  but  having  no  more  AmunitioUi 
but  what  first  loaded  their  Pieces,  and-  some  had  none  at  tbe  firat^ 
was  obliged  to  flee  for  their  Lives  till  the  would  git  Amunition,  jeater- 
day  we  got  Evidence  against  the  Twelve  that  were  ai  the  retoae. 
Like  wise  23  more  that  were  in  League  with  them,  we  are  obliged 
to  keep  the  Melitia  that  were  on  marching  orders,  till  we  suppress 
this  Rebelion,  these  three  that  are  Shott  are  of  these  Gonsientious 
People  menoneasts  who  Preten  non  resistance,  and  Pcrsive  Obedi- 
mee,  and  there  is  about  15  or  20  more  of  the  same  sect  in  tbe  pub- 
liok  Cabal,  But  I  think  the  greatest  part  of  that  sect  together  with 
Zealous  friends,  are  Secretly  fomenting  the  whole. 

Persuading  these  other  silly  People  of  the  Dutch,  that  if  they 
xeaisted  and  stand  out  that  we  are  not  able  to  put  the  Laws  in  execu- 
tion against  them.  I  think  it  would  be  advisable  when  these  12  are 
taken  that  were  in  the  riot.  Should  be  taken  to  Philadelphia  Goal, 
for  Lancaster  Inhabitants  for  the  most  part  as  you  may  see,  by  their 
Qpositions  of  the  Laws,  and  having  such  a  large  number  of  the  Brit- 
lah  Prisoners,  Likewise  such  a  large  number  of  the  Hessians,  who 
IMTO  chiefly  out  amongs't  those  Disaffected  Germans,  your  Excellen- 
cies advice  in  this  would  be  of  much  service,  Lietcnant  Galbraith, 
Colonel  Lowrey,  &  the  rest  of  they  Field  officers  of  his  Battalion, 
and  what  few  Magistrates  are  here,  €^t  little  rest  night  or  day,  en- 
davouring  to  enforce  the  Laws,  but  I  hope  if  we  had  those  Twelve 
Bent  to  Pbilad*.  and  the  Heads  men  of  the  others  in  opposition,  put 
under  Bail  to  answer  the  next  Court,  I  think  our  affairs  would  go 
on  afterwards  with  more  regularity. 

I  have  Sir,  the  honour  of  being 

your  excelencies  sincere  friend 

and  Humb'  Serv*, 

JOHN   BAYLY. 
DirectX f 

To  His  Exoellenoy  Thomas  Warton,  Commander  and  Chief  ia  and 
over  the  State  of  Pensyl*. 


Lt.  Jacob  Morgan,  to  Pues't  Wharton,  1777. 

Beading,  June  y  27*^  1777. 
8tf, 

I  have  received  your  Excellenc/s  Orders  of  the  25<^  Inatant,  Jt 
being  informed  in  the  same  that  the  Orders  fox  the  first  Glass  of  the> 
Militia  of  this  County  are  Countermanded  that  there  is  at  Present 
no  Necessity  of  their  Marching.     At  the  Same  Time  acquainting 
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your  Esedlenfff  that  we  have  had  two  GompaDys  of  the  first  Claw 
in  Readinesi  to  march  to  morrow  moroiDg,  And  Likewise  gave  or^ 
den  to  the  Seoond  Glass  to  be  in  Readiness  to  maroh  when  called 
upon.  And  the  remainder  of  the  first  Class  in  great  forwardness,  bnl 
hoping  that  we  will  have  them  in  Readiness  to  maroh  any  Tims 
when  called  npon  hereafter  or  when  Oocation  shall  Require. 

I  am  Tonr  Ezcelleneys 

most  Obediant  Ham*i«  Servant, 

JACOB  MORGAN,  Lieut. 

Directed^ 
To  his  ExcoUenoj  Thomas  Wharton  jon.  President. 


Babtrsm  Galbratth,  Lt.  Col.,  to  Prbs't  Wharton,  1777. 

Donegal,  27th  June,  1777. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency. 

Sir— la  consequence  of  your  Sundry  orders  to  mo  relative  to  that 
embodying  k  Marching  the  Militia  of  the  County  of  Lancaster  to 
Obester  on  Delaware,  I  have  used  my  utmost  efforts.  I  find  in  %• 
Geeeral  way  that  it  must  be  substitutes  chiefly  who  are  to  march 
from  this  County,  and  am  unhappy  in  finding  an  Opposition  in 
Various  parts  of  it  (as  to  putting  the  laws  in  execution)  which  I 
believe  ow's  to  the  backwardness  of  the  leading  People  of  the 
Borough  of  Lancaster;  Notwithstanding  I  bro^  up  Commissions,- 
when  last  in  Philad*  for  them,  not  one  yet  Qualify d ;  which  is  a- 
means  of  preventing  me  from  carrying  the  Militia  Law  into  its- 
proper  fbroe  there  as  well  as  in  the  adjacent  parts  thereto.  Such, 
parts  of  the  County  as  have  Magistrates,  I  have  made  my  application' 
to  them  k  have  set  the  matter  properly  on  foot  Tm  under  a  need-'' 
oessity  of  detaining  such  who  I  have  as  yet  eroploy'd  Substitutes,  for 
the  Irotection  of  the  Civil  Authority  untiil  I  receive  your  further 
Instructions, 

On  the  Twenty  fifth  Inst.,  James  Bailey,  Esq.,  one  of  y«  Magis- 
trates for  this  County,  &  who  lives  withiu  the  Neighbourhood  of 
those  Opposers  reported  to  you  by  me  when  in  Philad*  (upon  appli* 
cation  from  me)  proceeded  to  recover  fines  on  delinquents  for  dajs  of 
Exercise,  The  Constable  declaring  himself  unwilling  to  Serve  in  that 
Capacity  unless  protected  by  a  Guard  of  men  w^^  was  granted  by 
Col*  Lowry,  on  request  of  the  Magistrate ;  went  to  the  House  of 
Michael  Albright,  father  of  Samuel  Albright,  a  person  who  was  one 
of  the  delinquents  (&  had  been  summoned  bt;tbrc,  with  others,  as 
directed,  but  refused  to  appear  uud  dauiuing  the  Coustable,  saving 
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wbo  made  raoh  Magistates  &  sucb  Law8|)  the  Oosistabla  rading  to 
him  his  Execution  &  telling  him  that  he  must  haye  Body  or  gooda^ 
ft  requested  him  to  ffoe  peaoeably  along  to  the  Magtatntte,  doreing 
which  converaation  there  aaaembied  a  number  of  Riotooa  peiaona  to 
the  amount  of  12  or  18  (the  eonatabies  guard  waa  6  men)  when  the 
said  Samqel  refused  going,  and  at  the  same  time  deaireiBg  the  gvaid 
to  stand  off,  the  first  man  wbo  touched  him  should  be  a  dead  man ; 
upon  which  the  guard  surrounded  him,«when  one  of  those  Boitous 
fellows  who  had  assembled  to  his  Assistance,  struck  one  of  the  Onard 
with  the  Coulter  of  a  Plough,  &  knocked  him  down  (who  died  in  a 
few  hours)  began  the  Fray. 

The  Guard  wounded  three  of  them  badly,  among  which  was 
Albright.  The  Magistrate  proceeded,  held  an  Inquest  on  the 
dead  Body  and  the  Jury  found  it  murder — there  is  as  yet  bat  one 
.of  them  taken,  who  is  sent  to  Goal ;  the  others  are  fled  or  secreated 
by  their  friends  &  not  yet  taken.  Special  Warrants  are  out  &  Fm 
determined  to  have  them  taken,  as  well  as  enforce  the  Law  at  all 
events,  but  will  be  obliged  to  goe  slowly  on  for  want  of  peace  Offioera. 
I  have  on  the  examination  of  the  evidences  on  oath,  on  the  Inquest, 
found  the  names  of  a  number  of  people  who  were  the  first  exciters 
of  the  present  Opposition,  against  whom  I  expect  to  proceed  immedi- 
ately &  have  them  bound  over;  I  shall  wait  with  patience  your  mnawer 
to  this  k  expect  a  line  of  Instruction  how  to* proceed.  I'm  in  want 
of  .Cash  &  expect  you'l  send  me  Some,  &  am  obliged  to  giye  moat  of 
the  Substitutes  £bO  for  the  draught  of  two  months.  I  have  at  the 
same  time  inclosed  you  the  deposition  of  Thomas  MoArthor,  a 
reputable  roan  of  Paxton  Township,  against  one  Bavia,  a  Hatter 
who  lives  next  door  to  the  Sisn  of  the  Bare,  in  Market  atreet| 
Pbilada.  Sir,  it  is  with  regret  I  behold  the  people  in  general  with  oa 
and  among  us,  in  that  Carractor  of  Contractors,  Qr  Maisters,  &e.,  who 
are  from  every  thing  that  appears,  disaffected  &  cannot  be  entitoled 
to  the  Carracter  of  friends  to  their  Country,  as  conduct  of  this  kind 
is  productive  of  jealousys  &  doubts  to  many  peqple  of  this  State,  I 
oottld  wish  that  such  matters  were  enquired  into,  in  justice  to  the 
Continent,  and  for  the  future  suppress  such  Villainies. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  H'le  Serv't, 

BARTREM  GALBRAITH, 

Lieutenant  L.  C. 

Directedf 

To  his  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton, 
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Lt.  Col.  Bastbkm  Qai^zaitb.  to  I^ss'i  Whabton,  1777. 

X 

Lancaster,  28th  Jane,  1777. 

Mmy  it  please  your  Ezcellencj, 

Sir,  I  this  moment  have  recc*  yonr  letter  of  the  25th  Inst,  the 
tSdeiDgs  are  very  ezceptable  to  me  &  will  be  to  the  generality  of 
People  1^6  doubt..  I  have  emploj'd  a  Number  of  Sabstitates  &  shall 
keep  them  in  pay  nntill  I  apprehend  the  Yillians  discribed  to  yoo 
in  Yesterday's  letter ;  the  want  of  Magistrates  in  Lancaster  is  the 
Oveatest  Loss  Fm  at,  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  take  some  measure 
in  regard  to  that  matter  as  well  as  Burgesses.  I  alone  with  a  few 
Indifiduals,  am  become  the  Butt  of  the  whole  County,  I  have  had 
nany  threatenings  but  paid  no  attention,  &  unless  something  spirited 
is  doD  I  know  not  whether  I  may  be  Safe,  as  they  have  began  with 
ao  mnoh  Violence  3  the  express  waits  &  I  rest, 

Sir|  your  most  obedient  Humble  Serv'ti 

BABTEEM  GALBRAITH,  jUnc'r  Oo'ty. 

IHrteUd, 

To  His  Bxeellenoy  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq'r,  Commander  in  Chief 
State  of  FsBDsyhania. 


BioHABD  Bache  to  Committeb  OP  Safett,  1777. 

Pennsylvania  War  Office,  July  Ist,  1777. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Dundas  being  in  want  of  a  sum  of  money  to  pay  off  the 
Workmen  that  have  been  discharged  from  Billingsporti  and  there 
being  no  money  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  at  present,  we  beg 
leave  to  refer  him  to  the  Executive  Council,  being  with  great  respeot 
in  behalf  of  the  board. 


Sir 


Tour  most  Obed't  Serv't, 

RICHARD  BACHE,  Chairman. 


Directed^ 
Hu  Exceiry  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun^ 

Vol.  v.— 18  . 
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Lbwis  Nioola  to y  1777. 

July  2, 1777.   ' 

Sir, 

A  Deserter  who  came  here  yesterday  moming  having  given  aone 
interesting  intelligence,  I  thini  it  my  duty  to  commanioate  it  to  your 
Exeellency  &  the  Hon'hle  Council. 

John  Warrel,  a  Private  Sentinel  in  the  23d  Reg<  of  Foot  in  tha 
Kine  of  Great  Britains  service,  says,  that  he  sailed  from  Spithead 
the  4th  May  last  in  a  fleet  of  170  sail,  of  which  one  was  a  line  of 
battle  ship,  &  4  others  Frigates  &  Sloops,  the  rest  transports^  con- 
taining, as  was  reported  amonsst  the  men,  8,000  British  troc^ 
One  regiment  newly  raised  in  belaud  &  cloathed  in  plain  yellow, 
another  raised  in  Scotland  dressed  in  green,  and  a  body  of  riflemen 
of  about  250,  under  the  command  of  Cap^.  Ferguson,  who  has  in* 
vented  a  new  kind  of  rifle  that  is  loaded  at  the  breech  &  was  fired 
six  times  in  a  minute  in  presence  of  the  king,  the  rest  of  the  troops 
old  corps  &  recruits  for  the  regiments  already  here. 

On  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  they  were  met  by  an  English 
Fripte,  when  27  sail  of  the  Fleet  were  detached  for  New  York 
under  convoy  of  a  sloop  of  war,  but  does  not  know  the  destination 
of  the  rest  of  the  fleet,  (probably  Quebec.)  The  detached  part  of 
the  Fleet  arrived  at  New  York  the  15th  Instant,  when  be  was 
draughted  into  the  28^  Beg^,  &  was  at  Sommerset  Courthouse.  That 
on  the  retreat  from  Brunswick  his'Begiment  was  one  of  the  last  that 
marched,  that  they  were  ordered  to  set  fire  to  a  large  white  house  in 
the  skirts  of  the  town  which  had  been  used  as  a  Storehouse,  (this 
probably  was  burned  on  account  of  some  stores  the  enemy  could  not 
take  away,  &  they  did  not  choose  should  fall  into  our  hands.)  The 
general  conversation  amongst  the  men  during  the  retreat  was  that 
they  were  intended  to  go  up  the  North  river. 

The  informant  further  says  that  a  short  time  before  he  was 
pressed  in'  London  there  had  been  two  violent  riots  in  LondoS| 
during  which  the  most  violent  resentment  had  been  shewn  agaiaft 
liords  Bute  &  North,  who  had  been  obliged  to  abscond.  I  am  nith 
respect  your  Excellencies  &  the  Hon'ble  Councils 

Most  humble  &  obedient 

Servanti 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 
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PBBSiDEirc  Wharton(?)  to  Congress,  1777. 

In  Connoil,  July  8, 1777. 

GenUemeD, 

The  Bod.  CongreM  by  a  Besolve  dated  Jane  11|  recommended 
thai  the  Works  intended  to  be  erected  at  Billingsport,  &c.|  shonld 
be  oarried  into  ezecotion  by  Monsieur  Da  Coadray  &  Gen.  Miflin 
ft  the  Exeeative  Conncil  of  this  State,  and  beins  desiroas  to  haye 
them  finished  as  speedily  as  possible  I  request  that  you  will  please 
td  moye  in  Conffress  that  the  Troops  lately  arrived  from  Carolina 
may  be  employ'd  to  assist  the  Militia  of  this  State  &  that  of  New 
Jersey  in  oompleatine  the  Plan,  unless  they  oan|render  more  essen- 
tial senrioe  to  the  United  States  elsewhere. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  mach  respect, 

gent'n, 

yours,  &o. 

Direciedf 

To  the  9on.  the  Delegates  State  Pennsyla.,  in  Congress. 


Sxsc  Council  to  Jas.  Young  &  other  Justices,  1777. 

In  Council,  Phihda.,  Jaly  4, 1777. 
Sir, 

The  Oomioil  finding  it  to  be  the  desire  of  many  of  the  true  friends 
of  liberty,  that  public  rejoicings  should  commemorate  this  anniver- 
sny  of  die  Independence  of  North  America,  and  among  other  marks 
•f  tetivity  that  the  Citisens •illuminate,  yielded  their  countenance 
thereto,  with  a  view  to  regulate  the  same  &  prevent  disorders. 

AcoOTdingly  they  inserted  a  piece  in  the  Evening-post  of  laat 
niffht,  recommending  moderation  &  forbearance  towards  persons  who 
uigfat  not  illuminate ;  for  many  entertain  conscientious  scruples 
oooeeming  the  lawfulness  of  these  things.  But  they  do  not  think 
that  this  caution  in  words  is  sufficient.  They  therefore  beg  the 
attention  ft  aid  of  the  msgistrates,  ft  request  that  they  may  consider 
of  proper,  yet  prudent  measures,  wherein  they  may  co-operate  with 
the  Council. 

Perhaps  it  may  not  be  smiss  that  all  the  Constables  be  ordered  to 
1)e  about  Town  in  the  Evening;  and  also  the  Watchmen,  at  an 
«arly  hour,  concerning  whom  we  send  to  the  Wardens.  And  it 
appears  a  good  precaution  to  advise  by  bellmen,  by  note  iit  the 
Cofee  house,  &  otherwise  every  Inhabitant,  who  sets  up  lights,  to 
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extinffaish  them^  at  eleven  o'clock  precisely.  Bat  these  things  are 
only  hinted. 

It  is  however  necessary  to  inform  yon,  that  the  Council  expect 
tha>t  Colonel  Nicholas  the  Town  Major,  will  be  assisted  with  200 
Soldiers  .to  patrole  the  streets  of  this  City  in  the  Evening,  &  as  long 
into  the  night  as  may  be  necessary.  He  will  probably  aak  for  some 
of  the  Constables  to  direct  in  preserving  the  peace. 

A  fire-work  to  be  placed  on  the  Common,  will  probacy  draw 
many  disorderiy  persons  out  of  town  after  dark,  but  this  may  take 
off  the  Citizens  &  their  Servants  too,  so  as  to  leave  the  candles 
unattended,  &  cause  fires  to  happen,  a  ciroumatance  which  is  worthy 
of  your  attention. 

I  am  Sir 

*  Yout  h'ble  Servant, 

T.  W.* 

Directed^ 

To  h'ble  Jas.  Young,  Esq%  to  be  communicated  to  the  other 
Justices. 


B.  Macalbster  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Hanover  Town,  July  4th,  1777. 
8', 

Altho  I  have  don  Every  thing  in  my  Power,  there  still  Remains 
severall  Parts  in  this  County  I  Cant  Get  arrainged,  they  will  not 
meet  to  chuse  ofcsers,  nor  will  any  that  we  make  Choice  of  serve, 
in  som  parts  they  Carry  the  matter  so  farr  as  to  threaten  the  lives 
of  the  officers  that  have  Excepted,  there  is  now  some  w*  me  for 
Mrms  and  amonition,  k  say  they  must  Leave  there  Dwellings  if  not 
snported,  men  they  can  Raise  they  say,  but  arms  &o.  is  not  in  there 
Power,  they  are  threatened  there  houses  &  windoes  drove  to  ahatter 
in  the  Night,  this  County  is  Quite  Dttstitude  of  arms,  &  not  nuinj 
Places  in  more  need.  I  hope  y  Honour  will  be  pleased  to  aead  a 
anply  of  the  Above  Artickles  as  soon  as  Poeable. 

As  soon  as  I  have  Got  a  Return  of  the  offnsers  I  shall  send  them, 
which  shall  be  as  speedily  as  posable.  Indeed  I  Expeot  nothing 
less  than  when  this  long  tailed  oath  is  to  be  imposed  on  the  People 
fai  many  parts  of  this  County  we  shall  have  som  tmble  on  hand,  w 
Siany  are  of  opinion  it  is  Verry  impolitiok  at  Present.    I  am  w^ 

Due  Respect  y  Honours  most  obedient  h'le  Serrent, 

B,*  M'CALESTER* 
i)ireciedy 

'''  To  The  Honorable  Thomas  WhartoU;  Esq'r^  P^eddeat^  Phila- 
delphia. 

«  8to  Colon.  Re«.  VoL  XI  p.  237. 
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Pbbsideni  Whabton  to  YntoiNiA  Delegates  in 

CoNaRBSS,  1777. 

In  Counoil,  Fhiladelphia,  July  5^  1777>    : 

Cr0nfl€lb611y 

Bemg  aothorued  bj  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  to  pnh 
poee  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  a  final  settlement  of  tha 
disputed  boundary  line  between  the  two  States,  I  think  myself  happy 
to  naye  opportunity  of  doing  it  thro'  you.  The  proposals  on  our 
side,  taken  together  will  I  conoeivc,  appear  so  reasonable,  that  I 
flatter  myself  they  lay  a  foundation  for  an  happy  adjustment  of  all 
differences.  You  have  them  in  the  enclosed  extract  from  the 
minntoB  of  Aaembly;  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refor  you,  being 

Sirs, 

your  most  obedient  and 

very  humble  servant, 

THO.  WHARTON,  jun.,Pres't.^ 

DirtcUd. 
To  the  Hion'ble  the  Delegates  of  the  State  of  Virginia  in  Gongresa. 


pESsiDEiirr  Whaktok  to  John  Baylby,  1777. 

In  Council,  July  5, 1777. 
Jno.  Bayley,  Esqr., 

Tann  of  the  27*^  of  June  came  to  hand,  by  which  I  was  informed 
of  tlM  violent  conduct  of  those  people  who  make  such  loud  declara* 
tiom  atfainst  the  lawfulness  of  repelicg  the  open  and  professed  Eium 
nsks  of  our  Natural  and  oivil  rights  as  freemen,  and  the  dangeroui 
kuth  ih«y  have  carried  their  resentment  to,  denying  by  their  cruel 
ana  Illegal  conduct  (in  thia  case)  that  pacifick  disposition  under 
which  they  have  hitherto  screened  themselves,  and  Deen  exempted 
by  the  laws  of  their  Country  from  personal  service  under  the  military 
regulation.  The  daring  opposition  given  to  Government  by  these 
peopla  in  this  unhappy  instance,  ought  to  stimulate  every  officer  in 
the  dvil  department  to  vigorous  exertions  of  his  duty  in  the  preserVr 
ing  of  peace  and  good  order  in  his  Neighbourhood,  to  convmoe  our 
internal  Enemies  that  the  laws  of  the  state  must  and  will  be  sup- 
ported, and  as  well  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  honest  and  upright 
that  they  have  a  place  of  security  to  fly  to  for  protection  in  all  cases. 
Your  opinion  with  respect  to  sending  the  most  notorious  leaders  in 

• 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  XL  p.  240. 


414  PENNSYLVANIA  ABOHIYIiS  IHT. 

the  late  riot  to  Pbilad*  jail,  appears  to  be  founded  in  reason,  as  it 
may  be  attended  with  good  effects  on  several  aooounts.  Bj  strictly 
parsaing  the  wholesome  regulation  the  late  acts  of  Assembly  has 
provided  for  the  preservation  of  our  free  and  Independent  state,  I 
make  no  doubt  of  soon  seeing  peaoe  &  good  order  restored.  I  have 
wrote  more  fully  to  Col.  Galbreath  on  this  subject,  as  your  atiend- 
anoe  in  Council  is  greatly  wanted,  having  as  yet  only  a  bare  quorum 
of  members ;  this  being  our  present  situation,  I  need  not  uie  any 
farther  argument  to  excite  your  speedy  return. 

I  am  SiTi  your  Ac. 


LnsuT.  S.  Hunter  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Northmberland  County. 
Fort  Augusta,  5**  July  1777. 
Sir: 

Agreeable  to  your  orders  Dated  y*  19^  June,  to  istop  the  militia 
of  this  County  from  marching,  I  Reed,  the  29th,  when  the  first  class 
was  on  their  march  to  Bristol  on  the  Delaware,  Which  1  hid  to  send 
after  them  to  Return  back  again }  and  all  this  was  owing  to  your 
Letter  to  me  being  delay'd  on  the  Road.    Suppose  sent  by  M'  Robb 
one  of  the  Representatives  of  our  County  in  Assembly.     The  people 
in  Qeneral  that  composed  the  first  class  turned  out  Spirited  on  this 
occasion,  and  I  hope  will  always  do  so  when  their  Country  ealli 
them.     There  was  one  Company  marched  upwards  of  sixty  milei^ 
ft  two  other  Companys  about  thirty,  and  on  tneir  return  I  promised 
to  see  them  paid  untUl  they  returned  home.     The  Expenoe  that  htf 
aoorued  in  Victualling  &  other  Neoessarys,  I  hope  will  be  idlovad 
by  the  Council,  and  if  so,  please  to  order  me  about  Three  Hnodni 
Pounds,  which  you  may  intrust  the  Bearer,  Doctor  Franoei  Alisoiii 
with,  and  I  shall  be  accountable  for  s*  sum  or  sums  that  yom  send. 
Procureing  substitutes  for  some  People  occasioned  some  tfoabk|  hmaX 
we  are  in  a  fair  way  of  setling  that  now. 

I  am  8%  y  most 

Obed«  Humble  Ben*. 

SAML.  HUNTEB,  Liea^ 

To  Honorable  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun**,  President. 
Forwarded  by  Doctor  Frances  Allison. 
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Pbbbidbkt  Wharton  to  Jno.  Hublby,  1777- 

Philad*  July  7«*  1777. 


Bj  order  of  the  CouDcil  I  have  sent  to  your  care  the  snm  of  one 
ThonsaDd  pounds  by  the  hand  of  Robert  Galbraith,  Esq%  which  they 
request  you  to  forward  by  a  safe  hand  to  Colonel  Bartram  Galbraith 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  costs  of  MneketS;  to  be  purchaled  by 
bun,  &e. 

With  Great  respect^ 

I  am 

Your  y^ry  hnrnb^  Servait, 

Directed^  .^^ 

To  John  Hubley,  Esq^  Lancaster. 


PBBSIDSirC  WhABTON  to  BaBTBEM  GALBBAITHy  1777. 

Phikd%  July  7%  1777. 

Sir, 

By  order  of  the  Council  I  hayo  forwarded  to  John  Hubley,  Esq^i 
of  Lancaster  by  the  hands  of  Robert  Galbraith,  Esq',  the  sum  of  one 
Thouand  pounds,  which  he  is  requested  to  forward  to  you  by  a  Mfe 
hand ;  this  money  is  intended  to  pay  for  such  Muskets  as  you  may 
ha?e  procured  in  your  County.  I  suppose  a  further  sum  will  be  sent 
you  afrftoon  as  the  state  of  the  Treasury  will  admit  of  it. 

I  am 

with  great  respect, 

Your  very  humble  servant. 

IHrecUdy 
To  Bartram  Galbraith,  Esqr,  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  Lancaster. 
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Wm.  Lyon  to  Pbesident  Wharton,  1777. 

Carlisle,  July  7%  1777. 
Hoacmred  Sir,. 

I  have  twice  Verbally  asked  the  Books  and  Papers^  &o.,  belonging 
to  the  Prothonotary's  Office  of  5l'.  Agnew,  the  late  acting  Protho- 
tary  for  this  coanty.  The  first  time  he  gave  some  encoaraeement 
that  he  would  deliver  them  up,  but  the  secoud,  he  told  me  he  thought 
himself  not  safe  in  delivering  them  without  orders  from  Col.  Francis 
to  whom  he  gave  bond  with  security  as  well  for  the  delivery  of  the 
office  up  to  him  at  the  expiration  of  a  Certain  term,  as  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  his  duty  in  the  office,  this  answer  I  look  upon  as  equi- 
vocal and  think  he  designs  to  give  all  the  Trouble  he  can  before  he 
parts  with  the  Books  &  Papers  &c.,  I  have  therefore  made  a  demand 
of  the  office  in  writing  according  to  Law,  he  still  declines  giving  up 
the  office  or  any  part  of  it,  but  says  he  will  not  oppose  ita  b^ng 
taken  from  him. 

As  the  Justices  have  agreed  to  hold  the  court  of  General  Quarter 
Sessions  here  on  the  22>'  Instant  and  the  Common  PleM  the  sune 
week,  being  the  usual  time  for  holding  the  Summer  Courts  for  this 
County,  want  of  the  Books,  Papers,  &c.,  must  then  be  a  very  great  De- 
triment  to  Court  Proceedings ;  an  Order  or  such  directions  from  the 
Council  to  the  Justices  as  may  bo  adjudged  requisite  on  the  mattitfi 
will  be  very  necessary,  which  if  conveyed  by  the  Bearer  M'JoniatliBn 
Kearsley  will  reach  this  in  all  probability  before  Court  and  may, 
answer  the  end  in  my  opinion  much  better  than  to  have  it  delay'dt 
as  to  the  seal  of  office  M'  Agnew  says  it  is  the  property  of  OoL 
Francis  and  on  that  account  refuses  to  give  it  up. 

Indos'd  is  a  list  of  officers  with  their  Rank,  in  the  Militaa  of  tUa 
County,  which  the  Sub-Lieutenants  have  signed  and  desired  me  to' 
send  you  in  order  that  Commissions  may  be  issued. 

The  three  inclosed  Returns  of  Justices  of  the  peace  for  this  County 
is  all  that's  yet  come  to  hand  of  the  seVlsn  townships  you  wanted 
Returns  of,  tho'  I  wrote  to  all  of  them  immediately  upon  my  getting 
home,  if  any  more  comes  to  my  hand  shall  forward  them. 

I  need  scarcely  mention  the  second  man  Returned  fbr  Jnatietf  in 
Leek  Townsfiip,  as  not  deserving  that  office,  he's  said  by  many  (and 
I  believe  it)  not  to  be  an  honest  man,  I  think  M'.  Hoge  will  agree 
to  the  same. 

The  People  here  seems  quiet  as  to  publick  matters  and  the  Militia 
I  understand  by  the  Sub-Lieutenants,  are  in  pretty  good  order,  the 
People  in  and  about  this  Town  has  not  yet  falen  in  to  tiUce  the  oath 
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of  fidelity  save  %  very  few^  bat  I  think  they  must  soon  eee  the  necet- 
sity  of  a  Complyanoe. 

I  am 

Yonr  Excellency's 

Most  Obedient 

Humble  Servanti 

WILLm.  LYON. 


Lewis  Nicola  to  Colonel  John  Shee,  1777. 

July  7th,  1777-    - 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  your  desire  that  I  should  by  letter  remind  tou  of  the 
request  I  made  last  Saturday  that  the  Board  of  War  would  be  pleased 
to  direct  Gol.  Meloher  or  some  of  his  deputies  to  lay  before  the  board 
an  act  of  all  the  firing  issued  by  my  order  last  winterj  together  wit&k 
mj  orders,  when  the  Board  is  possessed  of  these,  the  aocount  maybe 
8peedi]|y.  settled,  as  it  is  only  computing  how  many  weeks  I  have 
drawn  for^  Guards,  at  three  quarters'  of  a  cord  a  week  to.  which  J^ 
hope  the  Board  will  be  pleased  to  add  a  quarter  of  a  oord  ^  week 
htmg  tjhe  allowance  for  one  room,  as  I  was  obliged  to  burn  rail  that 
qnantity  in  a  room  appropriated  to  the  reception  of  a  large  tiumbet 
of  jpenona  who  came  to  me  Daily  on  publiok  business  without  its 
Mymg  been  of  any  use  to  my  family,  should  this  be  refused  I  shall 
be  on  a  worse  iboting  than  every  other  officer  who  is  allowed  thai 
quantity  for  hb  private  use.  Another  small  allowance  of  about  2  or 
8  oords  must  be  made  on  the  following  accounts,  The  first  Guard  on 
G^l.  Ewing  was  placed  in  a  house  at  the  corner  of  Second  &  Market 
Street,  ooenpied  t^  Militia,  who  burned  a  oord  put  in  for  the  Guard 
in  one  day  k  the  day  following,  when  the  Guard  was  removed  to  a 
store  at  the  back  of  Mr.  John  Mitchels  house,  I  was  obliged  to  supply 
them  again,  when  Genl.  Gates  ordered  a  guard  of  regulars  to  mount 
for  him,  it  was  placed  in  the  Court  House  &  the  we^  allowanoe  <>(f 
ftring  'regularly  piit  in,  &  generally  consumed  in  5  days,  which  de* 
fideney,  I  refused  to*make  good  till  ordered  by  the  General  to  supply 
the  guard,  as  it  was  unreasonable  that  men  who  were  no  ways  cen- 
oamed  in  the  wasteful  use  of  the  wood  should  sufier  for  it,  this  was 
the  ease  for  a  few  weeks  till  I  found  Edward  Barry  Seij*  Major  to 
the  City  Guards,  lived  at  a  reasonable  distance  from  the  Court  house 
when  I  made  him  take  the  wood  into  his  yard  &  give  daily  a  7th  part 
to  the  guard,  these  are  facts  I  solemnly  assure  you  of,  &  can  give 
•nfioient  proof;  I  am  sorry  to  trouble  you  with  such  an  epistle  but 

18* 
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thought  it  necessary  to  put  the  affidr  in  its  true  light.  Permit  me  to 
assure  jou  that  I  am 

Sir, 
Your  most  obed^  Senr* 

LEWIS  NICOLA 
Directed, 

To  Oolenel  John  Shee. 


Resolutions  of  Congress,  1777. 

■ 

In  Congress,  8  July,  1777. 
Be&olyed, 

That  General  Nash  be  directed  immediately  to  repab^  with  tbe 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia  Forces  now  in  and  about  Philadelphii, 
to  BiUingsport,  there  to  remain  ^till  fiirtber  Orders :  and  that  these 
Troops,  with  the  Militia  from  Pennsylyania  and  New  Jersey  already 
ordered  to  that  place,  be  employed  in  compleaUng  the  works  for  the 
Defense  of  the  River  Delaware. 

9  July,  1777. 

Besolved, 

That  the  HElesolution  of  yesterday  relatiye  to  the  measures  taken 
for  the  Defense  of  BiUingsport,  be  transmitted  to  the  EzecutiYS 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  ]  and  that  they  be  desired  to  go 
on,  with  the  assistance  Congress  hath  afforded  them,  to  complete  tie 
works  at  that  place  with  all  Expedition,  agreeably  to  the  jseporl  of 
the  Committee,  referred  to  them  by  Congress,  on  the  11  June  last. 

Copies  from  the  Journals 

WILLIAM  CH.  HOUSTON,  Dep.  See. 


Thomas  Savabgb  to  Board  op  War  of  Pbnnstltaitia,  ITTT. 

Pennsylvania  Salt  works,  July  8, 1777. 
Sir, 

Tour's  of  the  Ist  Inst,  duly  came  to  hand.  I  shall  take  oai«  to 
famish  the  troops  with  provisions  on  the  best  terms  I  can,  you  have 
not  mentioned  what  rations  they  draw  which  leaves  me  much  at  a 
loss  what  to  provoide,  I  beg  you'll  inform  me  the  first  opportunity. 

The  tediousness  and  delay  of  erecting  these  works  arises  from  sol 
obtaining  an  exemption  of  my  people  from  military  duty  in  the  militia 
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Jk  kftfingno 'goard  bore  for  their  defence,  and  while  soeh  obaftadefl 
are  in  tha  way,  I  do  not  know  when  I  shall  get  them  to  woi^y  or  keep 
them  at  work,  if  they  where  oompleated,  it  takes  half  my  time  riding 
about  the  Country  looking  for  fresh  hands,  and  when  I  have  had 
them  two  weeks  the  militia  takes  them  away,  yesterday  G^  warned 
eyery  man  I  have  at  work  to  march  on  Saturday  next,  and  harvest 
Coming  on  dont  know  where  to  get  one  man,  my  mill-wrigbt  has  not 
been  at  work  since  Col.  Morris  &  his  party  were  here  last  winter,  his 
reason  was  because  I  had  no  protection  for  them,  either  from  military 
dnty,  or  defence,  nor  have  I  been  able  to  get  another  since  on  any 
terms,  I  have  about  two  weeks  work  to  do  at  the  mill  &  pumps  which 
would  enable  me  to  get  four  pairs  at  work,  and  the  remainder  in  a 
short  time. 

If  my'people  leave  the  works  on  Saturday,  which  undoubtedly  they 
muatf  dudl  take  that  opportunity  of  comemg  to  town. 

I  remain  Sir, 

Your  most  Humble  Serv^ 

TH08.  SAVADGB. 

Direeledf 

To  RiehM  Bache,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Hon'ble  Board  of  War 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Geitl.  Washinqton  to  P&esidbnt  Whabton,  1777. 

Head  Qaarters^  Morristown,  July  9th,  1777. 
Gentlamen, 

I  find  aoourate  Draughts  or  Maps  of  the  Country  which  is  or  may 
be  the  seat  of  War  so  essentially  necesssry,  that  I  must  beg  leave  to 
leoommend  such  a  measure  with  all  possible  Expedition,  so  far  as 
regards  the  shores  of  the  Delaware  where  the  Enemy  may  probably 
land  &  march.  When  the  enemy  have  once  possessed  themselves  of 
of  any  part  of  the  Country  every  attempt  to  delineate  it  becomes 
difficult  if  not  wholly  impracticable ;  the  Propriety  therefore  of  doing 
H  with  all  'possible  Advantage,  I  trust  will  be  too  obvious  to  your 
Bonourable  Board  to  make  it  necessary  to  push  it  farther. 

In  the  Execution  of  this  work,  I  would  wish  the  Eminences,  Dis- 
tmnoae  of  Places,  Woods,  Streams  of  Water^  Marshy  Places  &  Passes 
may  be  particularly  noted.  And  that  it  be  done  on  as  large  a  scale 
Mm  18  tolerably  convenient, 

I  am  Gentlemen, 

with  due  respect  &  regard 

Your  most  obed*  & 

Yerj  Hble  Serv* 

Q\  WASHINGTON. 


490  PENNSTLYANIA  ABGHIVIS  1777. 

P.  8.  I  BCtroely  think  it  neoessary  to  saggeet  seoreqy  fr  caution  in 
^e  execution  of  this  Work,  as  its  ralue  h  importance  mnst  very  much 
depend  not  only  on  the  Ability^  but  Fidelity  of  those  to  whom  it  is 
iotrostcd.^ 

iHrtcttd. 

His  Excelk  Thomas  Wharton  Esq.,  Freaideat  of  the  SxeontiYe 
OounoU  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


/      Thk  Examination  of  Thomas  Pattbrson,  177T> 

Philad%  88.    July  the  9*^  1777. 

Takea  before  James  Young  &  Philip  Boehm^  Esq'*!  two  of  the 
JnstioeSi  &c.  On  Suspicion  of  being  Inimical  to  American  Freedom^ 
Says  that  he  has  lived  for  these  three  Years  past  with  David  Sprout, 
Meroh*  in  this  City,  that  M'  Sprout  left  thn  about  four  Weeks  aco^ 
but  where  he  intended  to  go  to  does  not  kuow,  &  that  on  the  Sun&y 
following  the  Ex",  went  up  to  Will"  M^'Mutries,  about  eight  miles 
from  this  where  he  saw  M'  Sprout,  &  in  the  evening  was  forced 
over  the  River  in  a  Battoe  by  one  of  M^'Mutriea  Negroes,  and  the 
next  morning  walked  to  M*"  Baldwin  Wakess,  at  the  Recommenda- 
tion of  Robert  Xicnox  Nephew  to  M'  Sprout,  where  he  worked  three 
Weeka  at  Hay  making,  and  on  Monday  last  returned  the  same  WaT 
he  went;  was  Ferried  over  Delaware  by  two  Boys  of  Joeepn 
Morgans  to  M'  M^Mutries  Plantation,  who  told  him  that  he  heard  it 
leported  in  town  that  M'  Sprout  was  in  New  York. 
,.  Examined  before  us. 

THOMAS  PATTEBSON. 
JA'S  YOUNO. 
PHILIP  BOEHM. 

.  Be  refusing  to  take  h  subscribe  the  Oath  Allegiance  agreeable  to 
Act  of  Assembly,  Passed  the  13th  June,  1777.  Uonunitted  to  Gaol 
without  Bail  or  mainpriae. 

JA'SYOUNa. 

♦  See  Col.  Rco.  Vol.  XI.  p.  26a 
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JoHjsr  Abndt  to  Pbesidbnt  Whaeton,  1777.  » 

Northampton  Connty,  July  9th;  1777; 
Sir; 

TMs  in  Uy  acquaint  you  that  after  reoeiving  yonr  Oircnlar  letter) 
dated'  Philadelphia;  June  ITth,  1777,  as  many  of  us  as  could  b^ 
oonTened  together,  met  at  the  Town  of  Northampton  in  this  County. 
on  the  26th  of  June  last,  and  after  Considering  the  Contents  of 
Said  Letter,  wee  adopted  the  plan  Recommended  therein. 

Wee  have  aocoidingly  appointed  Cnnrad  Creider  of  Aliens  Town* 
skip,  to  be  waggon  Master  General,  and  also  appointed  proper  assis- 
tants for  him,  and  ordered  him  to  furnish  us  with  a  return  of  tho 
Nombfr  of  Waggons  in  this  County,  by  the  fifth  day  of  this  month; 
to  which  day  wee  adjourned  another  meeting,  at  which  day  by  the 
Waggon  master  Oenerab  return;  the  number  of  Waggons  appeared 
to  be  550. 

Wee  then  Proceeded  to  Divide  the  waggons  into  Bri^Bdes,  and 
appointed  a  Waggon  Master  to  each  of  them,  and  ordered  them  to 
east  lots  in  order  to  know  which  Brigades  should  answer  the  first 
oall  of  the  Waggon  Master  General  of  the  County,  on  Legal  appli- 
catbn  made  to  mm  for  that  Purpose. 

'  wee  are  Sir,  your  most  Humble  Senrants, 

Signed  by  order;  and  in  behalf  of  the  Justioes-of  this  County. 

JOHN  ARNDT.* 
JKrected, 

To  his  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jr.,  President  of  the  Su- 
preme Bzecutive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylyania;  at  Phila- 
delphia. 


SUPBBMS  EXBCUTIVB   COUNCIL  TO  MAGISTRATES,  1777. 

In  Council;  July  9, 1777 
QentlemeU; 

The  Hon.  House  of  Assembly  has  Resolved  that  a  Number  of 
Persons  in  this  City  &  County,  &  the  Counties  of  Chester  &  Bucks, 
should  be  appointea  to  take  an  acct  of  all  the  Flour,  Wheat,  Grain, 
or  other  stores,  &c.;  within  their  respective  districts,  in  order  for 
their  removal  in  case  the  Enemy's  movements  should  make  it  neces- 
Biry,  as  the  Council  have  not  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  people  to 
make  a  Judicious  Choyce  of  persons  for  the  above  purpose. 

I  must  request  the  Magistrates  of  your  Cpunty  to  make  a  return 

*  By  ft  retam  printed  in  Archives,  Vol.  HI.,  p.  404 — the  No.  of  wagons 
b  1768  in  this  Co.,  was  onlj  260.    See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  247. 
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to  the  Connoil  of  the  Names  of  persons  well  qualified  to  execute  this 
Easiness,  with  the  utmost  expedition^  that  the  Oouneil  may  empower 
them  to  Act. 

9?he  Hon.  House  of  Assembly  also  resolyed,  that  the  Council 
should  nominate  proper  persons  in  the  several  Counties  to  take  care 
pf  poor  persona  who  might  be  sent  out  of  the  City,  &  to  see 
that  they  were  properly  oilleted.  I  must  reauest  you  will  also 
fiimish  the  names  of  a  Number  of  Persons  to  the  CouncU,  for  tlus 
bumnessi  who  they  will  empower  immediately  to  Execute  it  when 
necessary.  We  would  obserre  j^  The  Family  &  Effects  of  Poor 
Militia  Men  then  in  actual  servioei  to  be  remoyed  at  the  FuUie 
Jlxpence. 

Direetedg 

To  the  Magistrates  of  city  &  county  of  Philad*|  counties  of  Chester 
ft  Bucks. 
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Sup.  Exbc.  Council,  to  Lieut's  of  thb  OouHZiBSy  1777. 

Sirs, 

Iq  my  Letter  of  I  requested  you  to  exert  jonrself  it 

arrange  the  Militia  agreeable  to  the  Law  and  immediately  to  order 
OQt  the  first  Class  in  conseqaenoe  of  a  resolve  of  Congieaa.  I  oan 
have  no  doubt  your  firm  attachment  to  our  cause  and  of  your  ready 
oomplyance  with  suoh  orders  as  you  may  receive  from  tlie  Conneu 
in  the  Line  of  your  Duty  &  therefore  conclude  the  Militia  in  your 
County  to  be  in  such  forwardness  as  that  they  will  soon  appear  at 
Camp,  where  I  shall  endeavor  to  have  them  supplied  with  suoh  arti- 
cles as  you  cannot  possibly  procure  for  them. 

His  Excellency  Gen.  Washington  is  of  oj^inion  that  the  Enemy 
are  meditating  a  blow  against  this  State  which  by  the  assistance  of 
their  Ships^  &  we  are  told  they  are  in  perfect  readinessi  they  may 
make  the  attack  much  sooner,  and  expect  in  a  quarter  the  least  pre* 
pared  for  defence,  it  therefore  behoves  us  to  use  every  means  in  our 
power  to  draw  out  the  strength  of  the  State.  I  therefore  instmot 
you  to  forward  the  first  Class  of  the  Militia  with  the  utmost. dili- 
gence to  Camp,  and  endeavor  to  have  the  Second  Class  in  such 
forwardness  that  in  case  they  are  called  for  they  may  be  enabled  to 
render  their  Country  such  essential  service  as  may  reasonably  be 
expected  from  Men  determined  to  loose  their  lives  in  defence  of 
their  Liberties. 


Plan  formed  by  Committbb  for  DRiviNa  off  Stock,  1777. 

To  his  Excellency  the  President,  k  the  Honorable  OoinmiL 

.The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Honble.  Council  to  drive  off  all 
kinds  of  live  stock  when  the  approach  of  the  Enemy  should  make  it 
necessary,  Met  the  8^  of  this  Instant  July  1777,  and  after  matora 
deliberation  on  the  Subject  of  their  appointment,  were  Dnanimong 
of  oppinion  that  the  Number  of  Persons  appointed  is  not  sufficient, 
And  that  too  many  of  them  are  Citizens  and  perhaps  not  so  well 

Saallified  as  Persons  in  the  Country. — And  likewise  several  of  th« 
fentleman  Nominated  by  the  Honourable  Council  have  rendered 
such  ample  reasons  to  this  Committee  for  their  not  undertaking  ths 
Business,  as  fully  satisfies  us. 

We  therefore  in  conjunction  with  them,  have  formed  the  following 
Plan,  and  beg  leave  to  lay  the  same  before  your  Excellency  and  the 
Honorable  Council  for  your  Consideration 
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For  Ozfordy  Lower  Dublin, 
Moreland  and  Bjberry 
TowBBhips,  which  oompre- 
hend  all  between  Frank- 
ford  and  Poqaeaton  creeks. 
Jacob  Zeble,  Sam'l  Potts, 
Kndolrii  Neffy  John  Dun- 
mi,  Sam'l  Neaswinger, 
Jno.  KeeOi  Br.,  &  Sam'l 
Swift. 
This  District  includes  from 
Frankford  Croek  to  je 
bounds  of  ye  City.  Con- 
rad Baker,  John  Stillwag- 
pl  gen,  John  Hall,  Isaac 
Coates,  &  Jas.  Hill. 


to 


Q  For  the  City.    Wm.  Car- 
§     son,  Dean  'nmmons,  Nath. 
Donnelly  and  Andrew  Car- 
son. 

For  Southwark,  Moyamen« 
sing,  and  Passyunk.  E'd 
Few,  Rioh'd  Dennis^  James 
Whitten,  •  Henry  Magg,  f 
Saml  Penrose,  Geo  Toung, 
and  Jacob  Whitman. 


CO 
Ob 


r 


2  For  Kingsess  ahd  Block- V 

I  lye,     Philip  Price,  Adam  i 

en  Guyer,  and  Joshua  Ash,  [ 

S-  Jr.                                     J 


If  the  above  described  mode  should  Merit  your  Approbation,  we 
Hnmbly  pray  your  Excellency  and  Honble.  Council  would  give  a 
line  of  direction  to  each  respective  Class,  which  we  humbly  appre- 
hend will  enable  them  to  perform  the  arduous  task  in  their  respective 
Distilota  with  spirit  when  called  thereunto. 

Philaliu  July  12, 10th,  1777.* 


Statb  Navy  Board  to  Pbbsidbnt  Wharton,  1777. 


ffir, 


State  Navy  Board,  July  12, 1777. 


We  received  your  Letter  of  the  9^  Inst.,  and  have  now  to  inform 
you,  that  the  two  State  Oalleys,  Captains  Price  and  Eyres,  are  pre* 
pairing,  and  will  be  ready  by  Wednesday  next  to  proceed  and  act  m 
oonjonetion  with  the  Continental  Galleys. 

Have  taken  an  opportunity  of  a  conference  with  the  Commodore 
OB  the  snlgect,  and  we  are  of  opinion  that  we  shall  run  a  very  gkeat 
risque  of  the  Fleet  down  the  Cape  May  Channel,  unless  we  can  pro^ 
eurs  an  equal  force  with  the  Enemy ;  for  it  often  happens,  that  a 
Vessel  taking  the  first  of  a  Southerly  breeze  from  Sea,  will  push  up 
80  fMt  aa  to  overhawle  anv  Vessels  that  may  be  miles  up  higher, 
t^fore  they  feel  the  Wind,  by  which  means  the  Enimee's  Ships  majr 
cut  off  our  retreat,  and  in  the  interim,  whilst  our  fleet  is  block'  up 
in  that  Channel,  the  Enemy  may  send  to  New  York  to  procure  such 
Yesseb  as  may  suit  their  purpose,  and  the  consequence  be  a  total  losi 
of  the*  Fleet. 


*  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  244 
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And  we  wou'd  forther  iDform  yoa,  that  we  haye  taken  the  enor- 
mous ezpence  attending  the  Navy  Servioe,  by  means  of  emplejiDg  a 
great  number  of  Chevaus  de  Frise  Pilots  immediately^  the  annual 
ezpence  whereof  is  £2160, — ^and  their  rations  equal  to  their  wages, 
who  are  not,  in  our  opinion,  of  any  use  at  this  time  ;  that  we  leoom- 
mend  to  your  consideratioD,  whether  they  ought  to  be  oontiBaed. 
We  apprehend  there  is  no  necessity  of  a  greater  number,  than  for 
One  to  be  appointed  for -each  of  the  Five  Ships,  the  State  Bn^  and 
Sehooner,  and  they,  can  do  all  the  duty  that  is  neoeasary. 

By  Order  of  the  Board. 

JO-  BLEWEBy  Cheennan. 

Directed^ 
To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun',  Esq'. 


BoBSBT  Smith  to  P&bsidbnt  Whabtov,  1777. 

July  12, 1777- 
S', 

I  am  under  the  necessity  of  applying  to  you  by  Col*  Cheney,  for 
Money  to  enable  me  to  fill  the  1"^  Class  of  Chester  Ck>unty  Militia.  The 
Class  has  long  since,  been  duly  ordered  to  March.  Notwithstanding 
repeated  Orders,  there  is  but  about  820  arived  at  Chester,  Two 
hundred  of  which  are  Substitutes.  This  Acc^  I  have  received  from 
Colonel  John  Hannum,  the  Commanding  Offieer  at  that  Station ; 
his  pressing  request  to  fill  the  1"^  Class  with  your  Orders,  Occasione 
me  thua  to  intrude  on  your  patience.  The  Class,  when  filled,  will 
consist  of  near  Seven  Hundred ;  Therefore  a  greater  Sum  wUl  be 
necessary  than  could  be  expected  at  first  view. 

There  is  likewise  wanted  at  that  Station,  a  quantity  of  Amnnition. 
Your  Compliance  with  the  abotre  request  will  very  much  oblige  the 
publick  &  Your  Humble  Serv*, 

BOB*  SMITH. 

P.  S.  Two  Thousand  Pounds  is  neoessaiy  for  the  present.  Your 
Order  for  the  above  Sam  will  Oblige 

B.S. 
IXreeiedf 

To  His  Excellency,  Tho^  Wharton,  Esq%  Ptemdent  of  the  Bzee- 
Btiye  Council  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania. 
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JOHH    nUBLBY  TO    PrBSIDENT  WhAETON,   1777, 

Lancaster,  July,  1777. 
8ir, 

Endosed  I  send  you  a  Retarn  of  Martick  Township,  in  oar  Coanty, 
andVoho  Hopson's  resignation,  agreeable  ao  your  request.  I  hope 
we  shall  soon  be  able  to  do  business  here,  as  ^e  have  Magistrates  in 
this  Town,  who,  I  think,  will  do  their  duty.  It  is  a  matter  of  great 
ooncem  to  me,  that  we  receive  none  of  the  late  Laws  in  this  Town  : 
Bot  any  of  them  have  I  seen,  except  two,  and  those  by  chance.  I 
beg  the  favour  of  you  to  forward  to  me  a  compleat  set  of  all  the  Laws 
passed  by  the  present  Assembly,  and  their  Journal.  Is  it  not  veza- 
Uous  to  see  capaling  so  much  in  voke  ?  I  expected  that  matters 
were  in  a  fair  way  to  Unite  the  contending  parties ;  but  I  see  in  the 
Papers  a  fresh  call  for  the  Remonstrants  to  meet  &  consider,  what 
&  how  to  employ  the  presses  to  keep  up  a  continual  heat,  for  fear  mat- 
ters miffht  be  in  such  a  train,  as  would  settle  the  minds  of  the  People, 
and  a  tnorough  reconciliation  take  place.  I  am  much  mistaken  in 
my  Judgment  if  this  very  Oath  of  abjuration  &  allegiance,  which  at 
present,  aeemsto  both  Parties  Necessary,  will  not  be  the  very  foun- 
'  dation  on  which  new  objections  will  arise,  if  a  Convention  is  pot 
called,  or  if  there  is,  and  if  it  does  not  turn  Governm^  tipsy  turvey, 

£>a  wul  hear  a  loud  cry  against  this  Tiranical  Oath,  that  it  was 
tended  for  naueht  but  to  hinder  substantial,  good  disposed  Peo- 
ple to  elleot  or  be  ellected;  depriving  them  of  the  rights  of  Free- 
lliin^  fto. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Tour  very  hble.  Serv*, 

JOHN  HUBLEY- 
Directed, 

To  Timothy  Matlaok,  Esq',  Secretary  to  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Captain  John  Nice  to  State  Boah#  op  Wab,  1777. 

C  Pennsylvania  Salt  Works,  Near  Toms  River, 
\  New  Jersey,  July  14th,  1777. 

Qentlemen, 

These  are  to  let  you  know  that  I  arrived  at  our  Station  the  6th 
Instant  all  in  good  health.  But  as  our  provision  is  all  salt  and  the- 
water  bad  it  would  be  Nessary  for  the  men  to  have  some  spirits  or  I 
fear  they  will  get  sick,  and  we  have  no  Doctor  nor  any  medicines  and 
Likewise  some  Vinegar  would  very  Nessary  for  the  mens  Helth  as 
or  Yegitables  of  any  Kind  theire  is  none  to  be  got  Here,  and  my 
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Party  is  small,  it  will  Be  Nessary  to  keep  them  as  Heltby  as  Possi- 
ble for  we  caDDot  tell  how  soon  the  enemy  will  pay  us  a  yiraet  as  we 
can  aee  them  Dayly  Pass  Our  Inlet,  I  was  obliged  to  By  Provisions 
along  the  ro^e  for  the  men  for  three  Days,  and  had  to  Pay  a  great 
Price  for  it^  of  which  I  send  yoa  an  Accompt  By  Lieu't  Luter. 

So  I  remain  your 

Ham'bl  Serrent, 

JNO.  NIGB,  Cap^n.  ^ 

IHreded, 
To  The  Honorable  Board  of  War  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


State  Board  of  War  to  Prbsidbnt  Whartow,  1777, 

Pennsylvania  War  Office,  July  16th,  1777. 

We  are  under  the  necessity  of,  laying  before  yonr  Ezoellenoy.  the 
continual  demands  upon  this  Board  for  monev,  and  the  want  of  randa 
to  supply  these  demands.  The  business  of  the  board  seems  now 
pretty  much  confined  to  the  receiving  &  passing  accountsj  many  aor 
counts  have  been  passed  which  are  not  yet  paid)  this  is  the  cause  of 
much  complaint  among  the  people,  and  renders  our  situation  here 
not  only  useless  but  disagi^eeable.  Twenty  Thousand  Dollars  might 
perhaps  answer  the  present  demands. 

I  am  with  ^at  respect,  ^ 

in  behalf  of  the  Board 

Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Servant, 

RICH.  BACHB,  Chairman. 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jun'.  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


vmmjmAmA  aechivbs  mr.        m 

SuTB  J^Avx  BoAW)  TO  Pmsipbnt  Whabtoit,  17T7. 

State  Navy  Board,  July  17, 1777. 
Sir, 

We  wrote  you  y*  12tb  lost^  wherein  gave  yon  our  opinion  respect- 
ing the  Fleet,  intended  to  be  sent  down  to  Cape  May  Cliannell,  This 
Iteming  one  of  our  Members  having  some  business  to  transact  with 
the  Continental  Navy  Board,  when  he  was  informed  that  they  were 
then  making  out  their  Orders  to  the  Commanding  Officer  which  they 
desired  him  to  communicate  to  this  Board.  Should  be  glad  to  re- 
ceive your  instructions  what  Steps  we  shall  take,  as  we  have  not  been 
fsvonred  with  an  answer  to  our  Letter,  must  defer  giving  the  Conti- 
nental Navy  Board  a^  reply  to  a  Letter  this  moment  received,  wherein 
they  made  application  for  the  two  fire  Ships  to  act  in  Conjupctioi^ 
with  the  Fleet. 

By  order  of  the  Board 

JOSEPH  BLEWBR,  C-. 

Direetedf 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jr.,  Esq. 


SuPBEMJB  ExscuTiVB  COUNCIL  TO  State  Navt  Board,  177T. 

In  Council,  Philada.  July  17th,  1777.    . 
Gentlemen, 

In  answer  to  your's  just  reo'd  we  have  to  say  that  the  I^re  Sh\p& 
were  built  to  embarras  the  Eoem/s  Fleet  in  the  narrow  parts  of  the' 
Blver  Belaware^^if  they  should  attempt  to  approach  so  near  to  thie* 
City,  The  Council  however  has  no  objection  to  lend  two  to  the  Con- 
tinental Navy  Board,  provided  Congress  will  give  orders  to  you  to 
prepare  immediately  others  to  replace  them,  upon  reconsidering  the 
propriety  of  ordering  down  our  two. large  gallies  to  act  in  conjunction 
with  the  Continental  Vessels,  upon  the  present  occasion  should  you 
acquiesce  to  the  measure,  the  Council  will  be  perfectly  satisfied. 

Directed, 
To  the  hon'ble  Penns*  Navy  Board. 
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•  Board  or  Wak  to  Pkbsidbnt  Whabtok,  1777. 

War  Office,.  July  17th.  1777. 
Sir, 

I  baye  the  Honour  to  retum  MonsF  Da  Covdrt/s  Plan*  of  tk 
Worka  at  BilliDgsport  &  have  it  in  Direction  to  inform  yon  that  Coa- 
gresB  approve  of  the  Plan,  &  desire  it  may  be  put  into  immedisll 
Execution. ' 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

with  due  Respect 

your  very  obed^  Serv* 

RICHARD  PETERS,  See. 

Directed, 

On  the  Service  of  the  United  States. 

His  ExoeUency  Thomas  Wharton,  jr.,  Esq.,' President  of  the 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


SUPBBMS    EXSOUTIVB    COUNCIL  TO   COL.  BRADFORD,  1777. 

PhUadelphia,  July  18, 1777. 
Sir, 

His  Excellency  the  President  commands  me  to  request  you  to 

Bend  up  to  this  eity  Captain  Downey.    The  Council  have  adopti^  a 

measure  which  it  is  expected  Captain  Downey  can  assist  in  the  ejw* 

otttion  of.    You  will  therefore  please  to  order  him  up  immediately.  * 

lam 

With  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  hble  Serv*, 

Directed* 

To  Coll.  Bradford,  Commanding  officer  at  Billingsport. 

*  The  plan  referred  to  is  not  found  with  the  Letter,  unless  H  Is  Ike  M 
under  date  of  29th  August,  which  see  postea. 
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PBBlf E  EXEOUTIVB  COUNCIL,  TO  CAPTAHSr  DOWH BY,  1777. 


The  Gonncil  have  adopted  a  measure  which  they  apprehend  you 
umai  in  the  execution  of,  and  have  ordered  me  to  write  to  com- 
nding  officer  at  Billingsport  to  send  you  up  to  this  city,  which  I 
«  done  accordingly.  It  will  he  proper  for  you  to  bring  up  your 
ithes,  &c.,  as  it  is  probable  you  wiU  not  return  there  again  for 
present. 

feeied, 

Co  Cap*  Downey. 


BUPRBME  EXECUTIYE  COUNCIL  TO   GeN.  WASHINGTON. 


In  CounoU  Philad*,  July  18, 1777. 

9 

The  Council  had  the  Honor  yesterday,  and  not  before,  to  receive 
ir  Ezcellency^s  Letter  datedf  the  9^"  Inst.,'*'  to  which  you  may 
»end  the  utmost  attention  will  be  paid.  They  are  looking;  out  for 
per  surveyors,  &  when  procured  they  shall  be  set  to  work  as  soon 
possible,  and  the  business  shall  be  conducted  with  as  much  expe- 
ion  &  secrecy  as  the  nature  of  it  will  admit. 
Jen.  Dncoudray,  by  order  of  Congress  has  produced  a  plan  of  a 
rtification  to  be  erected  at  Billingsport  for  the  defence  of  the 
Bvaax  de  Frize  sunk  at  the  bottom  of  the  Delaware  opposite  to  this 
ik,  to  retard  the  Progress  of  the  Enemy's  ships  which  place  is 
slier  than  the  one  already  begun  but  perhaps  yet  too  extensive, 
v«ver,  Congress,  rather  than  delay  that  work  any  longer,  has 
qpted  it ;  and  this  Council  who  is  charsed  by  Congress  to  see  it 
riad  into  execution,  gave-  orders  for  the  Militia  to  l^  employed  & 
expect  they  begun  this  Day,  and  we  hope  will  complete  it  in 
Be  or  four  weeks.  Opposite  to  this  fortification  is  a  small  bar 
and  on  which  Gen.  Du  Coudray  has  also  ordered  a  smiEill  Battery 
be  erected.  Our  preparations  by  water  in  Gkillies,  Floating  Bat- 
ies,  Fire  Ships  &  Fire  Rafts  together  with  the  Armed  Vessels  in 
r  BiTer  belonging  to  the  United  States,  may  be  so  conducted  as  to 
the  Enemy  considerable  injury  should  they  bring  their  Fleet  as 
^  Qp  the  Delaware  as  Chester,  provided  our  people  act  with  pru- 
loe  &  resolution.  I  hope  if  the  Enemy  should  attempt  to  invade 
B  State,  the  Militia  we  flatter  ourselves  will  turn  out  with  a  spirit 

*  See  page  419. 
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beoomiDg  Freemen  &  afford  you  suoli  assistance  as  may  enable  joa 
to  oppose  ihem  with  snooees. 

With  much  respect 

I  have  the  Honor  to  subscribe  myself 
Sir, 
Yonr  obe^ent  hum.  semnt 


Geobge  Eriebbl's  Declaration,  1777. 

The  Substance  of  what  has  passed  between  John  Wetiel  &  Ft*^ 
Limbaok,  Esqr",  and  George  Kriebel,  when  they  tendered  the  Oath 
of  Allegiance  unto  him. 

M'  Limback  has  granted  a  warrant  for  my  Son  Abraham  Kriebel, 
who  being  but  17  Years  of  age  the  26^  of  May  last  past,  for  Fhie 
for  not  exercising,  which  I  refused  to  comply  with ;  they  sent  Oeorge 
Welder,  the  Constable,  and  had  him,  the  s'  Abraham,  arrested  and 
ordered  me  to  come  along  with  him  to  the  said  Limback,  Esq^ 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  told  me  also  that  M'  Wetzel,  Esq',  lieu- 
tenant, was  also  there ;  when  we  came  there  M'  Limback  called  my 
Son,  Abraham,  come  here.     So  he  went  to  him.    M*'  Limbaok 
asked  him — says  he,  here  is  a  warrant  asainst  you  for  £1  12  6; 
have  yon  any  thing  to  say  against  it  ?    The  Boy  made  no  answer 
at  all,  for  he  never  had  been  before  any  Magistrate  before.     Then 
M'  Limback  said  unto  him.  The  meaning  is^thisy^  whether  you  be 
18  Years  old  or  not?    The  Boy  answered  No.     Are  you  sure  of  it? 
Yes.    Have  you  any  Evidence?    Yes.    Who  is  it?    My  Father. 
Then  M'  Limback  called  me  to  come  nigh,  and  asked  me,  How  old 
is  your  Boy  ?    He  was  17  the  26th  of  last  May,  I  answered.     Can 
you  prove  it,  said  M'  Limback  ?    Yes  Sir,  I  can  prove  it  by  Qualifi- 
cations or  by  writings,  just  as  you  Please.    Well,  savs  H'  Limbark 
your  words  may  be  well  enough,  but  here  is  an  act  of  Assembly,  ao 
that  we  can't  take  your  Evidence  before  you  take  the  Test  preaoribed 
in  this  Act    Then  I  stopt  a  little,  and  then  aaid,  I  can  not  take 
this  Test  for  the  Present  Time.     M'  Wetael  said,  Why  can't  yo« 
take  thb  Test  now.    I  said,  there  are  a  few  words  in  it  which  keep 
me  backwards.    M"  Wetsel  said,  which  words  ?    I  aaid,  to  renoanoa 
&  refuse  all  allegiance  to  the  Kiue,  his  Heirs  &  Successors.   Wetiel 
said^  why  can't  you  give  np  the  aUegianee  to  George  the  UL,  fte.  7 
I  said,  I  have  promised  allegiance  to  him  when  I  was  nataraHiedy 
and  I  am  afraid  I  might  be  guilty  of  Perjury  before  Ood,  and  in  my 
Conscience,  aod  moreover,  it  is  very  uncertain  upon  which  aide  the 
Victory  will  fall  out,  tbcroforo  I  can't  do  it  for  the  Present  Time. 
Then  M'  Wetzel  said,  So  do  you  declare  yourself  for  George  the 
in.  of  Great  Briton?    No  Sir^  I  don't  declare  myself  for  him,  but 
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^Mcanse  it  is  so  UDcertaiD  upon  what  side  God  Almighty  will  bestow 
tbd  Victory.  M'  Wetzel  said,  Then  you  wont  take  that  Test?  No 
Sifj  not  at  Present,  I  said,  M'  Wetzel.  Then  I  do  command  tho 
Jnstioe  that  he  shall  Imediately  committ  you  to  Goal^  and  I  will  not 
depart  from  here  untill  I  see  you  secured,  and  you  shall  not  como 
dear  from  imprisonmedt  at  no  rate,  even  if  you  do  pay  me  £1000 
Cash  upon  the  Nail.  M'  Limback  said,  well  George,  you  see  I 
ean't  help  it,  I  must  draw  a  Mittimy  for  you  and  send  you  to  Goal 
—you  better  take  the  Test  and  stay  at  Home.  I  said^  I  can't  do 
it  yety  but  I  will  consider  the  matter  and  consult  my  friends  about 
the  same,  and  a  great  many  more  words  pa8sc4  between  us  to  tho 
same  purpose,  among  other  thincs,  M'  Wetzel  said,  I  will  do  my 
utmost  to  have  all  those  that  will  not  take  this  Test  drove  out  of 
the  Country.  But  sir,  where  shall  they  go  unto  ?  I  said.  They 
may  go  unto  Lord  Howe,  or  whcrcevcr  they  Please,  leaving  their 
estates  behind,  but  shall  never  como  back  again  amongst  us.  This 
he  spoke  in  a  very  haughty  manner,  besides  a  great  many  more 
mndSf  which  all  to  relate  would  be  to  troublesome.  But  these  is 
the  most  material  of  our  discourse^  which  happened  on  the  IStk 
Jhj  of  July,  1777. 

GEORGE  KRIBEL. 

N.  B.  I  Promised  M'  Wetzel  &  Limback  That  I  would  be  true  to 
the  State,  as  much  as  were  in  my  Power,  in  Paying  any  LawfuU 
Taxea  or  other  Charges,  and  in  Carting  or  any  thing  they  should 
want,  ezoept  in  bearing  Arms,  which  was  against  my  Conscience, 
bat  all  the  rest,  whatever  I  could  do  with  the  consent  of  my  Con- 
•ebnoe,  I  were  willing  to  do  it. 


Chester,  July  19  th,  1777. 
oiTi 

I  was  at  Port  Island  yesterday ;  there  is  no  loose  Boards  there, 
nor  ean  any  be  got,  with  out  destroying  the  Barracks. 

I  request  the  favour  of  you  to  order  Boards  down  from  Philad* 
•■  aoon  as  possible. 

1  am  with  Esteem,  your 

obedient  humble  serv^ 

JA'SPOTTEB. 

JHnetedf 

On  Publiek  Service.    To  his  Ezcelanoy  Thomas  Wharton,  P.  E. 
0.  8.  8.|  Phikdelphia. 
yf  favour  of  Air.  James  Erwin. 

Vol.  v.— 19 
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BoABD  OF  Wab  to  Stati  Boabd  of  Wab,  177T. 

War  Office,  Jnlj  1^  1777. 

Oentlemeni 

It  being  represented  to  the  Board  that  Onards  are  neeenaijto 
be  phu^  at  k  from  the  Water  Gap,  on  the  River  Dehwaie,  to 
I)aitiam  Ferrj,  for  the  Purpose  of  guarding  the  Boats  &  pteTentiB^ 
Deserters  passing  that  River,  You  will  please  to  take  the  Maatgh 
inent  of  that  Business  &  plaoe  such  Guaids  as  you  may  think  neeas> 
sarji  regulating  their  Numbers  &  Pay  aooording  to  year  Diaore&a. 

I  have  the  Hononr  to  be 

your  very  obed^  Serr*, 

RICHARD  PBTBBSi  See^. 

JDirecUdf 

On  publick  service.    To  The  Hon'ble,  The  Board  of  War^  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 


Mehobul  of  Oommodobb  SxtmouBi  177T. 

To  his  Exeelleney  Thomas  WhartoOi  Presideiit  of  the  SnpreoM 
Executive  Council  for  the  Common  Wealth  of  Pennayhrmnia.— 
The  Petition  of  Thomas  Seymour. 

Shewoth^ 

That  before  I  came  into  the  Service  of  this  State  of  Pennsylvaniai 
I  was  Offerd  by  Colonel  Bayard,  one  of  the  then  Council,  &  those 
in  the  Council  Chamber,  that  if  I  went  into  the  service  of  this  State 
my  pay  should  be  the  same  as  in  the  Continental  service  and  that 
I  shou'd  bo  allow'd  something  for  my  Expeuces  Vastly  Oenteel^-oa 
account  of  the  Offers  &  Promises  made  me  I  gave  my  consent  to  go 
into  the  Servioe. 

Some  two  or  three  days  after  my  Commission  was  Bead  Off  at 
Fort  Island  before  the  Captains  &  Officers,  And  at  the  same  time 
was  read  a  Resolve  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  Specifying  that  eveir 
Officer  in  the  State  Service  Shall  have  and  receive  the  same  Pay  k 
Rations  as  in  the  Continental  Service  agreeable  to  their  Rank. 

!Fhese  Oflfors  and  promises  made  me  and  the  Resolve  of  the  Cooneil 
of  Safetv  I  put  my  Dependance  upon,  and  Consented  to  take  the  Com- 
mand of  the  Fleet.  1  Expected  to  have  received  my  Pay  &  Bafion  as 
the  Captains  Monthly  had  but  was  diaappointed  and  never  feeeiv'd 
one  Shilling,  tbo'  I  sent  in  a  Petition  &  Often  Aply^d  mTael:^  I  have 
now  been  in  the  Service  above  Ten  Months.  I  find  the  Mard  of 
War  has  Made  a  Resolve  lately  that  I  shou'd  not  Receive  more  than 
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tm  'Pujf  whioh  pay  was  offerd  me  before  &  .after  I  came  into  the 
Serrioe,  It  do  Bationa  or  Ezpencea  tp  be  allowed  as  Bead  off  to  tbe 
Commanders  &  Officers  at  Fort  Island.  I  have  never  been  permitted 
to  Receivo  either  the  pay  or  Bations,  the  Reason  I  know  not. 

Commodore  Hopkins  has  had  his  pay  125  Dollars  ^  M.  agreeable 
to  his  Bank  but  had  no  Bations^  but  had  each  an  abandsnce  of 
Std^es  of  all  Sorts  lay'd  in  for  him  as  he  was  Bound  to  Sea  with  his 
lieet,  the  Amount  of  which  ^ou'd  oome  to  five  times  the  Bations 
•c  Expenoes  I  have  apl/d  for.  A  Commodore  in  the  Marine 
■(BerTiGe  Banks  with  a  Brigadier  General  in  the  Land  Service,  ihm 
Vkj  &  Bations  Equally  the  samCi  agreeably  to  a  Resolve  of  the 
Congress  k  Council  of  Safety.  Tou  are  all  Sencible  in  what  a  dis- 
tiess'd  Situation  the  Fleet  was  in  when  I  took  the  Command  of  it, 
there  was  nothine  but  Contentions.  Broils  &  disputes  throughout  tho 
Whole  Fleet.  It  has  given  me  great  trouble  to  get  the  Whole 
Beooncird  with  each  other,  and  I  now  say  when  I  was  taken  Sick 
the  Fleet  was  in  as  good  or  better  Order  than  ever  it  had  been,  the 
Commander  &  Officers  more  united  than  ever.  It  has  coat  me  Con- 
mderable  Sums  of  money  for  my  Ezpences  down  to  Fort  Island  & 
on  board  the  Ship  when  She  lay  below,  likewise  up  &  down  the 
Biver  last  Winter  &  Spring.  Every  time  we  were  order'd  up  the 
Kver  was  oblig'd  to  lay  in  Necessary  Stores  to  live  on,  having 
neither  received  pay  or  Rations  to  support  me.  Lodging,  Eating  £ 
drink'  Very  Expensive,  All  which  was  Oblig'd  to  pay  out  of  my 
Own  Pocket,  besides  Cloathing  has  been  very  expensive. 

I  have  now  a  Large  Doctors  Bill  to  pay  off  &  many  Others  for 
Necessarys  when  Sicx. 

Your  petitioner  therefore  prays  You  will  take  the  Premises  into 
Consideration  &  order  him  Such  Redress  as  to  Your  Excellency 
jnay  seem  Meet. 

i  Your  Petitioner  will  Pray^  &c. 

THO.  SEYMOUR. 
Phaadelphia,  July  1777. 


Brioadibr  General  Formak  to  Congress,  1777. 

This  morning  at  half  past  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.  the  enemys  Fleet 
rapeared  in  New  York  Narrows  on  their  way  to  Sandy-Hook.  This 
XvsBing  at  aandown  there  was  under  the  point  of  the  hook  and 
eoming  down  160  sail  as  near  as  we  can  count ;  it  is  beyond  doubt 
that  some  of  them  have  Troops  on  board|  but  to  what  amount  cannot 
.pretend  to  say. 

I  ahall  carefully  attend  their  motions  until  they  saQ|  and  as  long 
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M  thej  continue  in  eight ;  should  they  bear  to  the  southward  I  will 
do  myself  the  honour  of  giving  yon  the  earliest  information* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

your  most  obedient  h'mble  servant, 

DAVID  FORMAN,  B.  G. 

Middletown,  oonnty  of  Monmouth,  June  20  1777. 

(Copy,  T.  M.) 
(The  date  I  presume  should  have  been  July  instead  of  June. 

T.  Bl) 

Directed^ 
To  The  h'nble  John  Hanoock^  Esq'r. 


GoL.  John  Pipek  to  Jambs  Mabtsn,  1777. 

Sir, 

Pleas  to  wait  upon  the  Executive  Councill  for  this  State  and  lay 
Before  them  the  disadvantages  we  labour  under  in  Executing  thie 
Buisnesa  Committed  to  us,  the  art  and  influenoe  of  Some  individuals 
in  this  County  Has  induc'd  Maney  of  the  inhabitants  to  deny  the 
authority  of  our  Present  Legislators^  So  that  whole  townships  are 
taught  to  deny  all  authority,  nor  will  they  Comply  in  one  Single 
instance  with  the  acts  of  our  Present  assembly,  and  the  Great  Caus 
why  our  Buisncss  is  not  Carry'd  on  with  dispatch  is  owing  in  a  great 
Measure  to  the  two  Gent",  viz.  Cable  and  Brown,  who  were  apointed 
Sub  Lieu**  in  the  western  district  of  this  County,  there  Refusing  to 
do  their  duty  untill  the  Scence  of  the  People  are  taken  att  Large, 
which  throws  Sutoh  Load  of  Buisness  upon  me  that  I  find  My  Self 
unable  to  Perform,  notwithstanding  the  number  of  Good  People  in 
this  County  that  are  active  in  their  duty,  yet  from  the  art  and  in- 
fluenoe of  these  People  there  are  So  mutch  oposition  and  So  maney 
difficultys  thrown  in  our  way  that  our  Buisness  ii  mutoh  Betaided, 
thefore  Sir  I  hope  you'l  Lay  this  MatteT  before  the  House  and 
Executive  Councill  and  Pray  that  they  may  Grant  us  Sutch  Relief 
Either  by  apointing  others  to  do  the  duty  or  Any  other  derections 
they  in  their  wisdoms  May  think  Proppair.  Pleas  to  Enform  thst 
the  County  is  Lay'd  off  in  districks  and  Each  distriok  Apointed  their 
field  officers,  But  the  other  Buisness  is  mutch  Kep'd  Back  for  the 
want  of  the  Concurrance  and  assistance  of  the  above  named 
Gentlemen. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obed't 

H'ble  Serv't, 

JOHN  PIPER. 

July  20, 1777. 
Directed^ 

To  Mr.  James  Marten,  Commiss'r  Apointed  to  wait  upon  out 
Assembly  at  Philadelphia. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Edw'd  Giles,  1777. 

Peeks  Kilns,  July  21, 1777. 

This  day  we  received  tbe  followiDg  glorious  intelligeQce,  vis.  : 
That  Oeneral  Sioclair  having  received  a  large  reinforcement  ojf  Mili- 
tia &  Continental  forces  threw  a  large  party  behind  the  Enemy  who 
WAB  pursuing  his  retreat,  sure  of  success.  This  party  by  stolen  & 
rapia  marches  got  between  them  &  their  boats  which  they  destroyed 
— this  made  a  retreat  impossible — our  people  attacked  them  in  front 
mnd  rear — ^routed  them  and  killed  and  took  a  thousand— and  dis- 
persed the  rest  who  fled  to  the  mountains.  Should  this  be  true,  and 
that  it  is  we  have  the  greatest  reason  to  believe,  Mr.  Burgoyne  must 
give  over  his  Chimerical  notions  of  joining  Howe  and  be  contented  to 
meak  behind  rocks^  the  shelter  of  wolves. 

EDW'D  QILES. 

l}ireeledf 

To  J.  Giles,  Mount  Felix. 


Gest'l  James  Potter  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Biff 

I  mm  much  surprised  to  find  that  there  is  no  person  here  to  take 
the  charge  of  the  works  carrying  on  at  this  place  but  Major  Brown. 

ColonelFs  Bull  &  Jones,  and  the  other  Gentlemen  appointed  to 
aee  them  executed,  are  all  gone.  If  none  of  those  persons  will  give 
their  attendance  to  carry  on  the  works,  they  cannot  go  on  with 
spirit 

There  is  not  a  Cart  to  carry  Earth,  and  there  ought  to  be  at  least 
twenty  of  them. 

I  am  Sir, 

Yours  Excellencies  moot 

Hum'l  Serv't, 

JA'S  POTTER. 

Billingsport,  July  22,  in7. 

Direc(e(K 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 
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Gev.  Washinqton  to  CoNQBBSSy  1777.    (Copt.) 

Camp,  11  Biles  in  the  Clove,  July  22',  1777. 
Sip, 

We  have  been  nnder'grett  embarrassments  respecting  the  intended 
operations  of  Gen.  Howe,  &  still  are,  notwithstanding  the  utmost 
pains  to  obtain  intelligence  of  the  same.  At  present  it  wonM 
appear,  that  he  is  goinff  out  to  soa.  Bj  anthentlc  information,  there 
ate  only  forty  ships  at  New  York.  The  rest  are  gone  elsewhere^  ft 
luiTe  fimen  down  oetween  the  Narrows  ft  the  Hook.  Between  theee 
two  places,  the  number,  from  the  most  aoonrate  observation^  was 
abont  one  hundred,  &  twentv  on  yesterday. 

As  I  observed  before,  their  destination  is  nneertain  ft  unknown, 
b^t  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  inform  Gonmss  of  these  facts, 
that  they  may  give  orders  to  the  Militia  to  hold  themselves  in  readi- 
ness to  march  on  the  shortest  notice,  in  case  Philadelphia  should  be 
their  object.  At  the  same  time,  I  am  to  request,  that  they  will 
have  a  sufficient  number  of  proper  look-outs  fixed  at  the  oapes  of 
Delaware,  to  whose  accounts  implicit  confidence  may  be  given,  to 
make  the  earliest  reports  of  the  arrival  of  any  fleet,  which  Congress 
will  transmit  me  by  the  speediest  conveyance.  As  the  Enemy  will 
probably  make  many  feints,  &  have  it  unhappily  but  too  much  in 
their  newer  from  their  shipping,  I  would  advise,  that  Uie  look-outs 
should  be  cautioned  to  be  extremely  accurate  in  their  observations  ft 
reports,  mentioning  with  as  much  precision  as  possible,  the  number 
of  ships  that  may  appear.  Our  situation  is  already  critical,  ft  may 
be  rendered  still  more  so,  bv  inaccurate  ft  ill-ffrounded  intelligence. 

From  the  advices  receivea  on  Saturday,  of  the  movements  of  part 
of  the  enemy's  ships,  &  the  strong  reasons  there  were  to  suppose 
Qeneral  Howe  would  push  up  the  rf orth  river,  to  co-operate  with 
General  Burgoyne,  I  detached  Lord  Stirling  with  his  division  to 
Peeks  Kill  on  Sunday  mominff.  They  crossed  the  river  that 
eteninff,  ft  the  next  morning.  This  movement  wiU  prove  unneces- 
sary, should  his  destioation  be  to  the  Southward.  I  have  also 
ordered  General  Nixon's  brigade  from  Peeks  Kill  to  reinforce  Gene- 
ral Schuyler;  fh>m  his  representations  of  the  inadequacy  of  his 
force  to  opposo  General  Bnrgoyne,  &  of  the  seeming  backwardness 
of  the  people  in  that  quarter  to  afford  him  aid. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be     - 

with  great  respect. 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servuity 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

P.  S. — I  think  the  works  at  Billingsport  well  worthy  of  attention, 
ft  it  expedient  to  effect  their  completion  as  soon  as  possible. 

(Copy.)  Cha.  Thomson,  Secretary. 
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Resolution  op  Conqbess,  1777. 

In  Congress,  23  July  1777. 

r^topher  Lndwigi  Superintendant  of  bakers  being  sent  bj 
Ckaerml  Washinffton  to  Philadelphiai  to  proonre  a  number  of  joor- 
nctymen-baken,  £  U  being  represent^  bj  him  that  he  oannot  be 
0osplied  by  zeason  that  they  are  most  of  them  engaged  in  the 
M&ida, 

Otdtndf 

nat  Mr.  Imdwi^  ^PP^J  ^  ^®  Supreme  Ezecntire  Oooneil  of  the 
stale  ofPennsylfaniai  i  that  it  be  reoommended  to  the  said  Council 
to  femith  him  with  sneh  a  number  of  jonmeymen-bakers  out  of  (he 
Militia  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Continent  as  he  may  want. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON;  Seo'y. 


Board  of  War  to  Suprrmb  Exboutivb  Council,  1777. 

War  Office,  July  23*,  1777. 
Gentlemen,  ^ 

(General  Knoz  having  requested  the  two  twelve  Pounders  belong- 
ing to  (bh  Sjtato,  to  be  sent  to  Head  Quartors,  I  have  it  in  Direction 
to  lay  his  request  before  you,  as  the  Board  have  no  Authority  to 
ordet  tiieiD  on  without  vour  Concurrence. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be. 

With  great  Beepeqt, 

Your  very  Obed.  Serv*, 

BICHABD  PETERS,  Secy. 
JHredei.  On  Public  Service.  ^ 

His  iSxoeilency,  Gliomas  Wharton,  jr.,  Eftq',  Preud^  Stato  of 
PennsylTAQia. 

War  Offioe, 
Biohard  Peters  Secy. 


General  Forman  to  Congress,  1777. 

Sir, 

On  Sunday,  the  20  of  this  inst.,  I  had  the  honor  of  informing  you 
that  160  sail  of  the  enemy's  fleet  had  come  from  the  watering  place,  & 
lay  IB  Sandy  Hoolr  bay.  On  Monday  morning,  fifteen  transports  & 
men  of  war  joined  them,  &  about  10  o'clock  80  small  brigs,  scboon- 
•ra  k  sloops  came  oat  of  the  Narrows  &  joined  the  grand  fleet. 
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Tuesday,  they  lay  still.  Tbia  morniDg,  at  half  past  six,  the  signal 
gun  for  sailiDg  was  fired.  The  wind  north-west,  at  seven  they  began 
to  get  under  way,  &  stood  for  sea ;  after  they  got  clear  of  the  hook, 
they  steered  a  south-east  course,  under  a  very  easy  sail,  in  three 
divisions.  I  attended  their  motion  until  sundown,  ft  peroeiTed  Tery 
little  difference  in  their  course,  sometimes  appearing  to  steal  a  litte ' 
to  the  eastward,  at  other  times  somewhat  to  the  southward.  By  a 
deserter  from  on  board  the  transport  ship  America,  I  am  this  tnoni- 
iog  informed  that  some  part  of  Gen'  Howe's  army  that  croesed  from 
this  state  to  Staten  Island,  have  been  sent  to  New  York.  He  ean* 
not  say  what  number,  but  thinks  not  exceeding  500.  fie  also 
informs,  that  the  remainder,  except  two  Hessian,  regt's  that  are  left 
guard  on  Staten  Island^  embarked  on  board  this  fleet  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  &o. 

DAVID  FORMAN. 

Shrewsbury,  28  July,  1777. 

Copy  CuA.  Thomson,  Secy. 

Directed^ 
From  Oenl.  Forman  to  Congress,  July,  28, 1777. 

(Copy.) 


President  Wharton  to  Brig,  Gbk,  Pottbr,  177T, 

Philadelphia,  July  28, 1777.  . 

Sir, 

His  Excellency,  the  President  just  now  reevd.  yours  of  Yesterday, 
and  he  commands  me  to  acquaint  you  that  Coll.  Bull  has  been 
authorised  &  directed  by  the  Council  to  supply  the  Militia  with  Carts, 
&c.,  &  that  as  CoP  Bull  is  gone  down  this  morning  to  Billin^ppoit, 
he  will,  of  course,  ghe  his  attention  to  this  duty.  Col'  Jones  will 
be  directed  to  give  his  attention  also  immediately,  and  if  anything 
shall  have  happened  to  prevent  him  from  it,  another  will  be  appointM 
in  his  stead,  as  the  Council  are  in  earnest  to  have  the  worka  for- 
warded with  all  possible  expedition. 

There  is  at  "Billingsport  a  Flatload  of  boards,  which  you  are 
requested  to  use  in  sheltering  the  Men  from  the  weather  for  the 
present. 

If  any  delay  shall  happen  in  the  Engineer's  attendance,  his  Excel- 
lency requests  you  to  make  a  temporary  appointment  for  this  duty. 
1  hayo  the  honor  to  be 

your  most  obedient  humble  Serv' 

T.  MATLACK,  Seoy. 

To  Oenl*  Potter,  at  BUlingsport 
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FoKDS  ON  Delawake.    [nois.] 

About  iwo  miles  above  TreDton  Ferry  at  Maland  Kirbrights  Farm 
tkan  ia  a  fofd  which  k  passable  when  the  £i?er  is  low,  at  this  time 
ih«ra  18  -6  feet  water— here  the  River  is  still  and  wide. 

At  Yarleya  Ferry  four  miles  above  Trenton  the  Elver  at  the  head 
of  the  Island  below  the  Ferry,  is  fordablei  when  the  Kiver  is  low, 
aft  this  Time  there  is  near  fonr  feet  water,  something  rapid — at  the 
Ferry  it  is  dead  Water  and  a  good  Place  to  lay  a  Bridge  of  PoDtoonS| 
the  River  is  about  throe  hundred  yards  wide,  a  good  Road  from 
Maidenhead  &  Frjjuoeton  leads  to  the  Ferry. 

Sanders  Falls,  two  miles  &  a  half  higher  there  is  a  Ford,  rapid, 
fonr  &  half  feet  water,  about  one  hundr^  and  fifty  yards  to  the  Is- 
land and  four  hundred  over.  Between  Yarleys  Ferry  and  Saudcrs 
falls,  there  is  no  suitable  place  for  a  Bridge. 

At  Browns  Ferry,  two  miles  above  Sanders  Falls,  there  is  slill 
water  two  hundred  &  fifty  to  three  hundred  yards  over,  at  Road  from 
Pennytown,  Maidenhead,  Prinoton  &  Brunswick  come  directly  to 
this  Ferry. 

At  Knowle's  Cove,  two  miles  above  Browns  ferry  is  a  narrow 
Msa,  ono  hundred  &  twenty  Five  yards  over,  rapid  &  deep — No 
Road  of  Consequence  leads  to  this  place,  the  Country  Rough  all  bo- 
low  is  a  smooth  Country. 

At  Pittits  Ferry,  one  mile  above  Knowles  Cove  is  a  fording  place 
four  or  four  &  half  feet  water,  300  yards  over  Stillwater,  for  a  Bridgo 
and  Road  from  Pennytown  &c.,  country  hilly  on  the  Jersey  Shoro 
&  level  on  Pennsylvania. 

To  the  foot  of  Wills  falls  is  three  miles  &  half  from  Pittits,  hero 
is  a  still  water  deep  and  only  one  hundred  &  fifty  yards  over,  the 
Country  rough  on  each  side  several  large  Roads  lead  to  this  Place. 

From  the  foot  of  the  falls  to  Carryells  Ferry  is  one  k  a  quarter 
mile,  rapid  deep  &  wide,  one  Island  between. 

At  Carryells  Ferry  still,  four  hundred  yards  over.  * 


Inbtbucuovs  relating  to  Survey  of  the  Suore  ov  the 

Delaware,  1777. 

In  Council  July  24, 1777. 

ne  Council  being  desirous  of  obtidning  a  Survey  of  the  Shore  of 
the  river  Delaware  and  of  the  land  for  about  four  miles  to  the  west- 
ward taking  in  the  Great  roads  leading  to  the  southward  where  they 
iaay  extend  further  than  that  distance  from  the  river,  and  remarking 
the  sereral  places  where  an  enemy  may  land  and  the  kind  of  ground 

See  page  410. 
19* 
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ailjomiDg,  Trhotber  manhj,  billy,  open,  or  covered  with  woods,  ind 
where  there  are  several  heights  near  each  other  remark'g  their  alti- 
tudes and  distaDocs  apart,  remarking  particularly  the  several  Creeks 
and  streams  of  water  as  high  vp  at  least  as  the  tide  flows,  aad  the 
plaees  where  they  may  be  fwded  or  passed  by  bridges — where  then 
arc  Swamps  near  the  river,  or  roads,  not'g  patioalariy  their  kinds  ft 
Bizes  nearly — Passes  of  diflioulty  to  an  army  to  be  acenratcly  so^ 
vejcd  and  well  described.  The  Council  therefore  direct  job  to 
proceed  immediately  npon  this  duty,  with  as  mooh  seerecy  and  die* 
patch  as  the  nature  of  it  will  admit,  beginning  at 

and  making  your  observations  downward  as  far  as  to 

Nathan  Sellers  to  survey  from  Schuylkill  to  Ghriatiana  Creek. 

ijolK  Lollar  from  Christiana  Creek  downward. 

(^ap*.  Downey  from  Coopers  Ferry  to  Salem. 

Iknj*.  Davis  from  Salem  downward. 
Copy  of  the  Gen*  Certificate  to  tho  surveyors,  via^ 

The  Council  having  occasion  to  take  a  rough  Survey  of  the  eonn- 
try  near  the  river  Delaware,  have  authoriied  and  directed 

to  perform  that  service  between  and 

All  persons  are  hereby  requested  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  in  tki 
Kiid  service  when  called  upon.  * 

Note  to  Col^  Lollar  ('<  aa  fiur  as  you  ean  untill  you  are  further  vt 
stracted.") 

Directedf 
To  All  concerned. 


SuPKBMB  Executive  Council  to  "Euab  Boudinot,  1777. 

In  Coundl,  July  24. 1777. 

Sir, 

The  distressed  situation  of  our  Brethoren,  both  offioers  &  soldieii, 
that  are  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  at  New  York,  for  the  want  of 
both  provisions  &  Clothing;  impolls  us  to  write  to  you  on  thesubjeot 
for  altho  we  have  not  the  least  doubt  but  that  your  Humanitj  bss 
influenced  you  tO  exert  yourself  to  relieve  their  wants,  yet  fromsone 
cause  or  other  they  have  been  for  a  long  while  greatly  neglected,  wo 
whh  most  sincerely  that  their  confinement  may  be  made  as  ea^  to 
them  as  possible  and  if  they  ean  contribute  theroto,  will  cheeiWJ 
engage  in  it.  The  council  are  told  by  the  Secretary  to  the  botid  i 
war  that  you  aro  endeavoring  to  procure  a  Quantity  of  Flour,  ioseod 
to  them,  should  vou  meet  with  difl&culty  in  obuining  it,  and  tbst 
you  think  it  can  bo  sent  from  hence  with  much  spee^  we  will  n*- 

♦  Seo  page  419,  also  Colon.  Bee.  Vol.  XL  p.  250. 
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telik»  it  vpoB  Jtwt  tmnkhihg  vm  with  permiwkm  froon  Omi.  How* 
^  tdoMl  U  Imt  their  nse-^The  wishes  of  the  Council  to  see  o«r 
friends  who  are  in  csptivitj,  &  who  have  been  fighting  in  the  esoae 
of  Freedom^  |>arttke  of  the  comforts  of  life  as  abundantly  at  least  as 
those  of  the  enemy  in  our  possession,  has  induced  us  to  address  yon 
OS  this  sahjeot,  &  to  offer  jou  our  seryioee  to  assist  in  their  relie£  • 

With  great  respect  & 

tegard  I  remain  Sir, 

jour  yery  Hum.  Servt. 

Directed. 
96  BUas  Boudinot  Ebq.;  CommissaTj  Oenl.  of  Prisoners. 


Bbig.  Gbnsral  Hand  to  F&ssiDSisn  Whabton,  1777. 

Fort  Pitt,  24th  July,  1777. 
Sir, 

From  the  inclosed  papers  your  Ezc^^  will  he  able  to  inform  a  tolerw 
able  idea  of  the  disposition  of  the  Indians,  to  what  may  be  learned 
from  ih9m%6fftB  I  must  add  the  murder  of  two  men  on  the  Allegany 
Rirer  about  20  miles  from  this  place  on  the  21st  ultimo,  Pluggy^i 
Tswn  gang  with  two  Tribes  of  the  Sbawanese,  ft  some  of  the  I^la- 
warss,  ref^M  to  listen  to  the  adyice  of  our  few  Friends.  In  sbort| 
every  days  eiperienee  teaches  me  that  nothing  but  penetrating  their 
Ooontfy  ft  destroying  the  settlements  of  these  perfidious  misoreantSy 
eaa  pteyent  the  depopulation  of  the  Frontiers.  This  I  have  deter- 
vined  on,  as  soon  as  I  can  procure  a  sufficiency  of  Proyisions,  and 
raise  men  enough  to  ensure  success.  Sad  experience  has  taught  us 
thai  little  dependanoe  can  be  put  on  the  promises  or  professions  of 
the  aayaees,  ft  I  am  well  assured  that  the  Tribes  making  the  greatest 
show  of  Friendship,  will  not  sit  still  whilst  we  chastise  the  &nditti 
that  infests  our  settlements,  unless  we  haye  a  force  sufficient  to  in- 
timidate them. 

As  I  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  applying  to  the  County  of 
Westmoreland  and  probably  to  that  of  Bedford  for  aid^  I  beg  that 
your  Bxc^  may  be  pleased  to  giye  orders  to  the  Militia  Officers  of 
these  Counties  to  furnish  me  with  what  men  they  can  spare  for  that 
purpose.     I  also  beg  leave  to  hint  to  your  Exc^  that  if  a  stop  was 

Rto  driving  Beef  Cattle  from  this  side  the  mountains,  nntiil  the 
sps  to  be  employed  here  were  supplied,  it  would  be  prodoetiye  of 
piany  good  consequences,  ft  saye  a  great  public  expense,  the  Indians 
m^.nom  going  to  a  Treaty  at  Oswego^  ft  one  has  ktely  been  held  aA 
NiMiay  I  UBderstand  that  some  men  ft  Stores  haye  lately  been  sent 
to  Oswego,  ft  am  apprehensive  that  something  may  be  attempted  by 
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Hm  wty  of  the  Susqoehaiift,  or  towards  Albany,  If  I  oan  gel  ury 
fkrther  light  into  the  matter  will  take  the  earliest  oppoctuaiiy  oil 
oommanieating  it. 

I  have  tbt  Hononr  to  be 

with  the  Greatest  respect  jour 

Exo^  most  Obedt*  & 

moat  Hble  Serv^ 

EDW'D.  HAND. 

Directed, 

To  his  Ezo^  Tho's  Wharton,  Esq.,  jasr.,  Pfeeidesi  of  the  SopMBe 
Executive  CouDcil  of  the  oommoawealth  of  Peniisjlyania. 


[The  following  are  the  papers  referred  to.] 

No.  1. 

Fort  Stradler  14th  July,  1777.  8  o'clock. ' 
1>  Col. 

This  minute  Alex'r  Clegg  oan&e  in  great  haste,  who  escaped  the 
shot  of  a  number  of  Indians  while  we  were  getting  ready  to  |B0 
after  them  John  March  and  Jacob  Jones  came  in,  k  aay  that  tkrf 
think  they  saw  at  least  20,  &  followed  them,  but  they  esoi^ped.  The 
Indians  fired  at  Jacob  Farmers  House,  Two  men  and  a  Boy  weva 
kil'd,  a  young  woman  &  two  children  missing.  It  is  supposed  thai 
he  is  killed,  &  Nathan  Wirley  &  two  of  Jaoob  Jones's  GhildreB  A  a 
Daaghter  d  Farmer's,  we  shall  march  after  them  in  lees  than  aa 
hour.    The  truth  may  be  relied  on. 

JOHN  MINOR  Gapt 

Dtrcctedj 
To  Col.  Morgan. 

}t  No.  2. 

A  message  from  Capt  John  Killbuck  to  Col.  Morgan. 

Cttchaghunk,  June  7, 1777. 
Bnother, 

We  know  not  yet  that  our  Unklos  the  Wyandots  bavo  started  from 
bome^  six  days  ago  we  sent  two  of  oar  Young  men  to  Wandoohales, 
Town  to  tell  them  to  eoroe  hers,  that  we  wanted  to  speak  to  them ; 
as  Gapt.  White  Eyes  and  Wiageman  are  gono  to  you  toooasiiU  with 
yon,  when  we  hear  from  you  at  their  ret'n  we  shall  send  ugaia  to 
the  Wyandots. 
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Brother, 

This  18  to  let  you  kaow  that  a  party  of  Wapanaws,  Mohickonsi 
and  MuDsies  are  gone  to  strike  you,  Plaggy's  son  is  the  Captain  of 
them,  the  whole  of  them  is  nine  meo. 

Brother, 

They  did  not  oome  by  onr  Town,  if  they  had  we  would  have  atop^ 
ped  them,  but  they  went  past  &  they  intend  to  call  at  none  of  our 
Towns  but  to  go  on  &  cross  the  Kittanning  &  go  on  the  waters  of 
Turtle  Creek,  where  the  people  are  a  living  thick  and  not  afraid,  so 
we  beg  of  you  that  you  will  let  your  children  know  of  it. 


No.  8. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Samuel  Meason,  dated 

Port  Henry,  June  8, 1777. 

'  "  Yesterday  between  the  hours  of  five  &  six  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
as  a  few  of  Capt.  Vanmeter's  Comp^^  were  fishing  about  half  a  mile 
from  this  fort  up  Wheeling  Creek  3  a  certain  Thomas  M^Cloary&one 
Lanimore  being  some  distance  from  the  others,  were  fired  on  by  a 
Party  of  Indiana  to  the  Number  of  6,  7,  or  8  Guns,  of  which  the 
aeveral  Persons  near  do  not  agree,  as  some  say  8,  or  upwards  Lani- 
more and  others  gave  the  alarm.  I  went  to  the  plabe  and  found 
Tracks  but  difficult  to  ascertain  the  number  of  Indians.  M'Cleary'a 
shoe  being  found  which  ho  wore  when  he  rec'd  the  wound,  we  presently 
found  him  killed  &  scalped,  he  had  run  about  300  yds,  from  the 
Creek.  Night  coming  on  by  the  time  that  we  were  satisfied  of  its 
being  Indians.  I  proposed  to  set  out  this  morning  by. day  light,  in 
Pursuit  &  have  drawn  out  of  Capt.  Virgin's  Company  8  men  so  that 
we  amount  to  30  men  well  equipt,  &  do  cross  the  river  at  this  place, 
as  they  seemed  by  their  Tracts  to  bend  tlieir  direction  down  the  river 
&  purpose  to  pursue  them  to  the  last  extremity  &  Ilaaard.     I  sett  ofi* 


ensuing 

tnnity  to  return  your  Honour,  the  strength  of  my  comp^  which  cou* 
sists  of  50  men  of  which  forty  five  are  in  good  order,  &  furnished  for 
going  on  any  emergency,  &  expedition,  that  may  be  necessary. 

I  am  with  great 

respect  y  Hononrs 

most  obed*  &  hble  Serv* 

BAM'L.  MEASON. 

Brigd'  Gen.  Hand. 
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No.  4. 

Cuchaokunk,  Jalj  7**,  1777. 
I>Sir, 

I  wrote  to  joa  the  2"*  Ins*  and  now  Gapt.  White  Eyes  desireth  me 
to  inform  yon,  in  his  name  what  passed  here  since  that  &  what  in- 
telligenoe  we  got  from  over  the  Like.    In  my  last  I  mentioned  to 
yoa  that  Messengers  were  sent  to  Pluggys  Town  &  Sandusky,  who 
after  they  had  sett  off  soon  met  on  their  way  with  a  pwty  of  24 
Warriors,  Mingoes,  some  Wyondots  &  Mohickons,  to  whom  they 
spoke  &  told  them  that  they  were  sent  to  them  to  speak  with  them 
in  a  friendly  Manner,  and  to  remember  them  of  ancient  Friendship, 
that  they  were  glad  to  meet  them  but  sorry  to  see  them  with  Toma- 
hawks in  their  hands  ready  to  strike  their  Brethren  the  Virginians. 
They  told  them  likewise  that  all  the  Nations  were  for  peace,  &  only 
they  who  were  bnt  a  few,  were  the  oaiise  of  all  these  disturbances. 
That  their  Consins  the  Dclaw"  were  desired  by  the  Wyondots  the 
Six  Nations,  Shawanees,  by  their  father  over  the  Lake,  &  their 
Brethren  the  Virginians,  to  admonish  them  to  leave  off  Striking  their 
Brethren  any  more,  Said,  "Wo  therefore  desire  you  to  consider  your 
Women  &  Children  &  to  have  pity  on  them.     We  take  the  Toma- 
hawks out  of  your  Hand  and  will  bury  it,  only  take  hold  of  our 
friendship."    The  Warriors  Cap^  (there  was  three  of  them)  answered 
that  they  were  glad  to  hear  their  good  Speech,  but  that  it  was  not 
their  own  doing  going  to  War, — that  they  had  orders  from  the  six 
Nations  to  do  so,  which  they  could  prove,  for  they  had  speeches  at 
home  from  their  Chiefs,  and  besides  that  they  had  certain  news  from 
over  the  Lake,  that  the  Governor  at  Detroit  had  delivered  tlie  Toma- 
hawk which  was  sent  from  the  King  of  England  to  all  the  Nations 
which  they  also  had  taken  hold  o^  that  this  waa  the  reason  they 
were  in  haste  to  strike  now.    The  Warriors  after  that  marched  on 
ft  came  to  Cuchackunk  when  Capt.  White  Eyes  kept  them  a  Day  ft 
Spoke  more  to  them,  yet  they  would  not  be  stopped  but  marched 
towards  Wheeling,  another  Party  they  said  were  getting  ready  to  go 
towards  the  Fort  or  thereabouts.     The  messengers  after  that  pro- 
ceeded on  their  Journey  to  the  Wyondots  when  they  met  John 
Montour  coming  from  Detroit  of  whom  they  had  some  intelligence 
how  matters  are,  and  turned  back  again.     John  Montour  bringeth 
News  that  the  Wyondots  would  come  here  soon,  that  they  heard  they 
were  to  go  to  the  treaty  at  Pittsburgh  which  they  were  not  willing 
to  do,  that  they  would  come  to  Cuchackunk  acoording  to  their  pro- 
mise, ft  if  their  Brother  the  Big  Knife  wanted  to  see  them  ft  speak 
with  them  he  should  come  there.     He  informed  us  likewise  of  a 
Treaty  having  been  held  with  the  Indians  at  Detroit,  but  doth  not 
tell  much  what  had  been  transacted  there,  because  the  Wyondots  as 
he  saith  had  told  him  not  to  tell  about  it  until  they  should  come, 
then  they  would  reUte  all  that  had  passed.     Capt.  White  Eyes  tells 
me  to  inform  you  that  he  had  a  little  Intelligence  of  some  secret  bad 
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design  against  the  white  people,  which  hath  its  rise  from  the  six 
NationSy  that  he  expected  to  hear  more  of  the  Matter  when  the 
"Wjandota  come,  &  then  he  will  inform  you  further  of  the  matter. 
As  I  heard  of  it  likewise  and  alredy  mentioned  so  mnch  I  will  explain, 
St  a  little  farther,  a  yery  large  belt  from  the  six  Nations  of  an  nn* 
oommon  size  &  figure  had  been  sent  to  the  Wyandots  secretly,  they  say 
abont  16  y*  ago,  of  which  but  very  few  knoweth,  &  shall  not  be  known 
nntil  all  the  Nations  have  joined  and  agreed  to  make  war  against  the 
white  people ;  which  belt  they  have  yet  &  mention  was  made  of  il 
at  the  Treaty  at  Detroit,  when  the  Gov  or  Commander  as  Montonr 
SMth  having  painted  &  dressed  himself  in  the  Indian  manner,  said 
to  the  Nations  then  assembled  that  he  would  join  them  in  that  cansei 
&  presented  a  large  black  belt  to  the  Indians,  painted  red,  with  small 
Iron  Tomahawks  fixed  to  it,  &  desired  them  all  to  take  hold  of  it| 
that  all  who  were  present  took  the  belt,  but  after  they  had  consulted 
the  Wybndot  Chief  deliv'd  it  to  the  Chipwa  Chief,  &  told  him  that  he 
was  a  stronger  Man  than  him,  &  that  he  should  have  the  belt  in  his 
care.    The  Chipwa  Chief  refused  to  take  it  and  said  that  the  Wyon* 
data  were  looked  upon  as  the  Head  Nation,  &  therefore  what  thej 
should  oonclude  the  rest  would  likewise  agree  to,  upon  this  the 
Wyondot  Chief  took  the  belt,  gave  it  back  to  the  Gov'  &  said  aa  he 
iraa  laeh  a  strong  Man  &  encouraged  them  to  so  to  war  ags't  the 
YirglniaaB  he  should  make  the  I^ginning,  go  before  &  stnke  first 
then  they  would  follow  him  also,  so  far  it  came  with  the  affidr. 
Farther  we  learn  that  the  Wyandot  Chief  was  goine  to  Niagara  ft 
othen  was  to  be  sent  here  to  Cnchackunk,  when  they  come  thej 
will  eend  a  messenger  before  to  give  the  Delaw*  Notice  of  their  com- 
ing.   Gapt  White  Eyes  would  have  you  therefore  to  consider  about 
the  matter  as  it  is  certain  enough  that  the  Wyandots  will  not  come 
to  the  Fort,  either  come  yourself  here  or  send  somebody  to  transact 
BonnesB  with  them.     If  you  should  want  some  of  our  People  to 
bring  yon  safe  here  vou  must  let  them  know  of  it  as  soon  as  possible 
or  send  word  with  tho  Bearer  to  Kaskaskunk  who  livith  there,  that 
•ome  of  those  Indians  may  go  with  you  or  whom  yon  shall  send. 

I  am  Sir, 

Y'  very  Hblo'serv*; 

D.  ZEISBEROEB. 

Dtrectedf 
To  Col.  Geo.  Morgan. 
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No.  5- 

D'  Parents 

This  comes  to  let  you  know  our  distressed  situation  at  present. 
Last  Saturday  Night  the  Indians  came  &  drove  oflf  my  two  horsesi 
&  two  of  Joseph  Tnmhlestons,  shot  a  Mair  of  his  dead  &  took  a 
valuable  Mair  of  John  Harnesses  &  one  large  Horse  of  Samuel 
Harris  &  one  of  Zaphiniah  Blackfords,  &  some  young  Creatures 
k  with  their  arrows  shot  four  of  Mr.  Zodgcrs's  Cattle  &  two  of  Yeates 
Conwells,  the  cattle  came  home  with  the  arrows  sticking  in  them  12 
inches,  which  cut  a  shocking  aspect ;  upon  which  we  immediately 
turned  out  all  that  was  fit  for  action,  which  was  only  23,  leaving  not 
8  effectuall  men  in  the  fort,  &  went  down  the  river  to  the  Mouth  of 
fish  Creek,  by  water  &  then  crossed  the  Ohio,  &  marehcd  by  land  ta 
Bun  fish  Creek,  &  then  took  the  Tracks  of  the  Indians  and  it  was 
partly  dark  the  road  was  plain  &  followed  up  the  Creek  hf  Moon- 
shine a  few  miles  with  great  hopes  of  overtakmg  them,  &  discovered 
their  fire  &  as  we  were  surrounding  them,  John  McClean's  gua 
went  off  by  aocident  &  they  retumod  the  fire  smartly  &  only  one  of 
our  men  were  in  proper  view  of  the  Indians,  who  shot  twice  and 
they  then  fled  from  their  Camp,  &  scolded  us  for  some  time,  we  im- 
diately  took  possession  of  a  hill  that  joined  their  camp  &  discovered 
two  more  fires,  k  not  thinking  ourselves  sufficient  for  an  attack,  we 
retreated  &  got  a  reinforcement  &  sallied  down  &  went  up  the  Creek, 
^ut  finding  they  were  two  days  gone  we  concluded  to  cross  to  our 
side  of  the  River,  &  look  for  some  y*  we  expected  on  that  side,  we 
took  the  advantage  of  a  rifle,  two  of  our  Canoes  being  advanced  close 
to  th^  shore  in  order  to  Land,  the  Indians  fired  their  shot  as  thick 
as  hail  upon  them,  our  men  all  fell  flat  in  the  Canoes  only  two  that 
steered  and  pushed  back  under  cover  of  our  guns,  &  got  safe  back  to 
ithe  savage  shore  without  the  Loss  of  a  man,  we  exchanged  many 
shot  but  to  no  purpose  we  then  pushed  up  &  crossed  the  nver  below 
fish  creek,  &  lay  on  our  arms  until  morning,  &  found  a  number  of 
tracks  coming  up  the  river  which  we  followed  with  all  speed  to  our 
fort  &  was  agreeably  surprised  to  find  them  a  party  of  Capt  Pigman's 
Comp'y  that  had  been  at  the  little  Canawa,  &  So  you  wont  fail  to 
come  down  with  five  or  six  horses  with  all  speed  to  help  us  up  to 
your  Parts.     The  Sign  of  the  Indians  is  very  numerous  over  the 
Ohio,  having  numbers  of  Camps,  &  one  largo  bark  camp  below  fish 
Creek.     I  was  in  both  actions  k  saw  the  signs  myself. 

MORGAN  JONES, 

Grave  Creek. 
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lySir, 

I  am-  now  at  Oirard's  fort  with  12  men  only,  &  I  am  mtirel j  With- 
ontannnniti(ni,aaalso  without  my  full  Quota  of  men,  I  hope  yon  will 
send  by  Van  Sweringen  some  ammunition  and  flints  &  as  the  timea 
is  so  baiardons  I  hope  the  men  may  be  ordered  to  come  here  imme- 
diately as  the  People  are  moch  pnt  to  it  to  get  their  hanrest  up  the 
Creek,  &  it's  not  m  my  power  to  go  on  a  soout  with  so  few  men  ft 
lean  men  to  guard  the  People. 

I  am  Sir, 
T'  Hble  Serv', 

wm.  cross. 

Fort  Oiraid,  July  20^  1777. 

DirteUdf 

CoL  Z.  Morgan. 

P.  8. 

Sir, 

I  am  under  the  necessity  to  acquaint  you  that  the  men  arc  very 
unwilling  to  go  out  from  any  of  the  Stations  on  a  soout  without  flour, 
&  as  then  is  none  to  be  had  at  any  of  the  mills  here,  for  want  of 
water,  I  should  take  it  as  a  favour  if  yoyu  Vould  give  an  order  for  a 
thousand  or  1500  w^  of  flour  from  either  Willsons  or  Wardins  millS| 
aa  I  see  no  way  of  doing  without. 

lam  Sir;  Y'rs  &c., 

JOHN  CORBLY. 


MoBODgaliai  Copy  ss. 

Bioh'  Ashcraft  k  Thomas  Carr,  two  of  the  Spies,  came  before 
James  Chew,  one  of  the  Magistrates  for  the  said  Co^ty,  and  made 
oath  that  on  Thursday  Evening  the  17  Ins*.»  thoy  discovered  on  the 
head  waters  of  Buffaloo  Creek,  which  to  the  best  of  their  Knowledge 
appeared  to  them  to  be  of  the  Enemy  &  that  from  the  sign  of  the 
■aid  tracks  their  number  might  be  about  7  or  8,  that  the  said  tracks 
were  making  towards  the  Monongahalia  River;  &  appeared  to  be  gone 
the  said  day. 

JAMES  CHEW,  j 

July  19,  1777. 
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SUPRBHS  EXECUTIYB  COUNCIL  TO  BOARD  OF  WaB,  177T. 

Ill  Gonnea,  Jnlj  24%  1777. 

Kr, 

The  Council  reoeiT'd  yoar  letter  respeoti^  two  tw6lT«  Poand 
Cannon  belonging  to  this  State  which  Oen.  Ejiox*  has  appWd  br 
to  be  sent  to  Head  Quarters — they  are  aorry  they  oannot  with  pro- 
priety grant  the  Generals  request,  for  if  the  Enemy  should  Invade 
this  State  we  shall  be  greatly  distressed  for  the  want  of  Cannon — 
the  Council  are  at  a  loss  to  know  where  to  procure  Cannon  fnr  the 
Works  at  Billingsport,  and  other  places  of  defenoei  in  case  of  Inva- 
aion,  and  wish  your  Honourable  Board  ooald  assist  th^n  m  {nniih* 
ing  those  Works  at  least,  with  as  many  as  may  be  neoeasary. 

With  much  respect| 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  veiy  Hum'l  Serrant 

Directtd^ 

Bichard  Peterfl{|  Esq.,  Secretaiy  to  the  Board  of  War. 


Instructions  to  Cap.  John  Hunv,  1777. 

In  Council;  July  24, 1777. 

Sir, 

By  Intelligence  re'd  this  Day  from  Shrewsbury,  the  Enemys 
ships  to  the  number  of  240  &  upwards,  (including  all  siiea,)  with 
Troops  on  Board,  left  Sandy  Hook  yesterday  morning  and  atood  oat 
to  Sea  stearing  all  the  Da^r  a  southeast  course  with  very  little  excep- 
tion, nnder  a  very  easy  sail,  in  three  Divisiona — as  it  is  of  the  utmost 
oonsequence  that  Gkn.  Washington  have  the  Earliest  InfeeUigenoe 
what  part  of  the  Continent  they  intend  to  land  their  Troope  on,  as 
well  as  that  this  Council  should  know  it,  and  confidiuff  in  your 
attachment  to  the  Cause  of  Freedom  k  in  your  abilities  aiM  aetivityi 
the  Council  request  you  to  make  the  best  of  your  way  to  the  Sea 
ahore  and  observe  what  course  the  Enemys  ships  atea^  a  their  num- 
bers, and  if  thev  have  Troops  on  Board— endeavor  abo  to  find  out 
what  part  o!  the  Continent  they  purpose  to  land  on — ^In  forming  a 
Judgment  of  this  important  matter  every  circumstance  ahoiBiid  be 
maturely  considered— for  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  Enemy  expect 
we  are  watching  their  motions,  and  will  endeavor  to  deceive  all  in 
their  power — as  soon  as  you  are  convinced  beyond  a  doubt  where 
they  mean  to  attack  send  off  a  person  in  whom  all  confidence  can  be 

*  See  page  489. 
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pot,  to  Oen.  WashingtoD,  the  oeareBt  rout,  with  as  ptrtioular  an 
acooQQt  as  maj  be  xb  your  power  to  relate — repeat  to  the  Qeneral 
your  intetligeDoe  by  another  Express  or  two,  and  as  moch  oftener 
at  yon  may  think  proper,  lest  by  any  aooident  the  first  should  mis* 
earry — we  also  reqaest  that  yon  will  give  this  Council  the  earliest 
inteUigenoe  by  express,  which  yon  may  hire  for  the  purpose,  takins 
eMt  *ot  to  trut  any  but  soeh  as  are  known  to  be  firmly  attaehed 
10  the  Ameriean  eause^-^In  order  that  you  may  meet  with  erery 
anstaoe  ao  as  to  enable  you  to  perfimn  ihia  business  with  expedition, 
#6  have  proenred  a  Ceitifieate  from  the  War  Office,  directed  to  all 
OHeersi  Magistrates,  Ac.,  to  be  aiding  &  assisting  to  you  &  those 
ikal  may  aeoompany  you  on  this  important  afiair — it  may  be  proper 
to  keep  the  buiraeas  you  are  going  upon  as  much  a  secret  as  possible 
as  you  pass*  tbfo'  New  Jersey.    Belying  on  your  activity  h  seal 

I  remain^ 

with  respect. 

Sir, 

your  Tory  hum.  serv't. 


SxAXi  BoABD  or  War  to  Prbs't  Whahtoit,  1777. 

Pennsylyania  War  Office,  July  24<^,  1777. 

OapMn  Heronles  Courtney  informs  this  board  that  the  last  detach- 
menl  of  Colonel  Proctors  Beffiment  was  to  march  this  day,  in  conse- 
quenee  of  which,  Fort  Island  will  be  left  without  a  Onard.  We 
toottj^ht  it  our  duty  to  inform  the  Honorable  Council  thereof,  and 
bMf  baiVe  to  aug^est  the  propriety  of  sending  a  Company  of  the 
Mwtia  from  Billmgsport  to  mount  Ouard  at  that  place,  as  the  ordi- 
nance k  stores  there  are  of  considerable  yalue. 

I  haTO  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  respect, 

your  ExoellencyB 

most  Obedient  Servant, 

BICH.  BACHE,  Chairman. 

JHreeied, 
Hia  BxoaUenoy  Thomas  Wharton,  jun'.  Esq'. 
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EXTBACT   OF   A  LETTER  FROM   6bN*L   WASHINaXON  TO 

OoNG&ESS,  Camp  at  RAMUPANa,  8  Miles  from  the  Clove. 

July  25, 1777. 

'^  The  amaiing  advantage  the  enemy  derive  from  their  ahipe  and 
the  oommand  of  the  water,  keeps  us  in  a  at^ite  of  oonatant  per- 
plexity and  the  most  anxious  oonjeotnre.  We  are  not  yet  got  in- 
termed  of  their  destination.  Thincs  being  thus  eironmstaDoed,  and 
▼arions  opinions  as  to  their  real  ^jeot  prevailing  among  us,  eone 
sappofiing  it  to  be  Philadelphia^  others  the  North  Biver,  and  others 
an  expedition  moro  easterly,  I  would  submit  it  to  Congress  whether 
the  militia  of  the  neighbouring  oountiea  should  not  be  immediately 
called  to  the  first,  or  at  Chester — the  lower  counties  at  Wilmington. 
This  measure  appears  to  me  highly  expedient,  &  no  objection  can 
lie  against  it  of  sufficient  validity  to  prevent  it.  Should  the 
Enemy's  real  design  be  against  Philadelphia,  &  they  have  favoura- 
ble winds,  their  vojage  will  be  made  in  a  short  time,  when  it  may 
be  too  late  to  obtain  their  aid  &  to  arrange  them  properly  for  de- 
fence, supposing  them  to  come  in.  I  am  now  induced  to  recommend 
this  measure,  as  the  several  objects  we  have  to  attend  to  necessarily 
oblige  this  army  to  continue  at  a  considerable  distance  from  that 
place,  till  their  intentions  are  better  understood,  and  as  they  might, 
by  a  sudden  and  rapid  push,  attempt  to  effect  some  material  capital 
stroke  before  we  could  get  there,  unless  there  is  a  respectable  force 
to  oppose  them.  The  report  of  a  force,  especially  if  it  b  any  wise 
respectable,  let  it  be  of  what  sort  it  may,  will  have  some  influence 
on  their  conduct,  &  may  prevent  enterprises  that  would  otherwise  be 
undertaken/' 

Extract. 

CHA'8  THOMSON,  Seer. 


Deposition  Jeremiah  LogaHEAD,  1777. 

Philad%  ss.  Personally  come  before  me,  James  Young,  Esq*',  one 
of  the  Justices,  &c.,  Jeremiah  Loughead,  &  made  oath  thf  t  some 
time  about  the  first  day  of  this  Ins',  July,  when  he  was  in  West- 
moreland County,  he  was  present  when  heard  a  Neighbour  (tf  his 
ask  Michael  Hoffhagle,  late  Deputy  Prothoniture  of  said  County,  for 
some  necessaiy  papers  that  were  in  the  office,  who  made  answer  that 
he  would  Deliver  up  all  loose  papers  to  those  that  wanted  them,  but 
the  Books  of  Publick  Records  he  would  not  Deliver  to  any  Person 
whatever  until  he  was  forced  so  to  do,  and  that  he  intended  to  carry 
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wid  Keoords  to  Lancaster;  which  this  Deponent  terilj  belieyes  he 
fcasdone. 

JEREMIAH  LOCHRT.'^ 

Sworn  the  26th  Jolj,  1777,  before  me, 

JA'S  YOUNG. 


JOHH  HUNN  TO  PEBSEDENT  WhARTON,   1777. 

Cape  May,  Julj  26, 1777. 
Sir, 

We  got  to  the  Sea  Shore  at  two  oolook  yesterday  Six  Miles  west 
of  Little  Eg  barboar,  and  then  Came  to  Great  Eg  harbour  &  Crossed 
over,  &  have  Not  Been  able  to  Gain  any  Intelligenoo  of  the  fleet.  I 
Now  am  Gt)ing  to  the  pitch  of  the  Cape,  as  thcare  is  Lite  Southerly 
winds,  in  proMbillity  they  will  keep  wide  of  the  Land  till  they  Come 
np  With  onr  Cape.  I  am  now  at  Capt.  Stillwells,  whare  theares 
M'  Slater,  Master  of  the  Roebucks  tender  with  Six  of  his  Men  taken 
in  theare  Boat  with  all  arms,  if  any  thing  ofers  Meterial  I  shall 
0end  of  Ezpr's  Immediately. 

I  remain  with  Respect,  Sir, 

your  humble  Servent, 

JOHN  HUNN. 
Mr.  Stites  Brings  this. 

Directed f  ^ 

Thomas  Wharton,  jun.,  Fres't  Goyemor,  Philadelphia. 


Nicholas  Stillwbll  to  Pbesident  Wharton,  1777. 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Warr. 

Gentlemen, 

On  Fryday  between  the  Hours  of  One  &  Two  o'Clock  P.M.,  came 
to  my  House  Miles  Henry  and  William  Dodge,  formerly  belonging 
to  the  Roe  Buck  &  made  the  following  Report  from  due  Examina- 
tion, yIs  : 

They  Came  into  Corson's  Inlet,  situate  Between  the  Five^  Mile 
Beach  and  Pecks  Beach,  about  Sun  Rise  on  Fryday,  and  put  into  a 
snudi  Creek  by  the  Name  of  Chesapeake  Fish,  putting  in  at  the 
West  end  of  Pecks  Beach  in  a  Whale  Boate  under  the  Command  of 

•  fist  antkority  to  demand  them,  p.  465.    Also  CoL  Rec  Vol.  XI.,  p.  253. 
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ThomtB  Slater  ft  lUOaad  Edwaidi  ebief  Piole^  with  thns  HuA 
besides  the  Two  Deaertens  the  Names  of  the  three  are  WiUiiA 
Hatch,  Jamea  Horoetti  John  Jackson,  they  all  belonging  to  tike 
Brig  Stanley,  Richard  Witworth,  Commander. 

From  their  information  1  ooneei? ed  it  iny  lodiapeBsiMe  Ihtj 
with  all  poasaUe  speed  4e  dispatch  a  Detachment  to  take  the  «ad 
Whale  Boate,  Which  Detachment  arrived  on  the  West  end  olPMb 
Beach  s*  afternoon  about  five  -e'Oleek  ander  the  Command  of  Mijor 
Enoch  Stillwell,  who  by  certain  Intrege  took  the  Whole  Cn§  m 
Boate  &  Arms  fto.,  an  Aoeount  of  whieh  I  hefe  endoae. 

I  beg  leve  to  informe  you  by  what  Means  the  two  Deeorten  wA 
their  eaoape,  they  whare  plaoed  as  Centery  to  Ouard  the  othAs  wUle 
they  took  a  Nap,  Dureing  which  they  made  their  eaeape. 

I  shall  as  soon  as  possable  immediately  oonTey  them  to  PUkM- 
phia  voder  proper  G«aid« 

Irenuun 

your  Most  Oedient  ' 

Humble  Seryent, 

NICH»  STILLWELL,  CoL 

NB.    Seyen  Men  Gompleated  the  expedition. 
Gape  May^  July  26th,  1777. 


An  Account  of  the  Arms,  &o.,  taken  from  the  Enemy  on  Frydaj 
July  26,  1777.  • 

6  Musketts. 

6  Boardg  Pistols. 

5  Cutlashes  &  1  Scabbard. 

6  Cartarage  Boxes  Compleate. 
■  2  Bviyala. 

1  Spie  Glass. 
1  Can,  with  Ball  in. 
1  Worm,  1  Spung,  1  Rammer. 
1  Case  with  5  Bottles  of  Powder. 
1  Bottle  Rum,  &  Two  empty  Ones. 
1  Priemg  Home. 
12  Swiyel  Cartarages. 
5  Small  Bundles  of  Muakett  Gartarages. 
1  Compass. 
1  Whale  Boate. 
ISale. 
«Oan. 
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.  CJoiu  Thomas  Froctob  to  Pbssident  Wharton,  1777. 

.    Philad%  July  26th,  in7. 

I  hett  leave  io  inform  yon  that  the  CompanY  of  Artillery  under 
Gi»tP  Gourtaa/e  Gommandi  is  ordered  to  mareh  for  Head  Quartern, 
Io  HoROw  Homingi  which  nothin^^  prerents  at  this  time  but  Ceeh 
to  pay  off  the  Men ;  and  aa  there  u  not  Cash  in  the  Hands  of  the 
Fiiy  Master  fur  that  purpose,  by  reason  of  his  having  already  oleu'd 
eff  that  pari  of  the  Begiment  who  have  marehM,  not  having  made 
ihafc  stoppa^  by  you  intended,  for  the  four  Months  past,  owing  to 
the  great  disor^r  that  prevailed  amongst  the  Soldiery  on  Aoe^  of 
the  harddiips  they  laboured  under  for  want  of  almost  every  Neoes- 
mry, — hope,  therefore,  you  will  see  the  necessity,  and  Order  the 
Stoppage  you  have  made  to  the  first  Instant  to  be  refunded  to  him,  by 
which  he  will  be  enabled  to  disoharfle  his  Duty  and  prevent  further 
Biarmaring.    Your  Compliance  wUlinfinitely  oblige 

Sir,  your  most  devoted 

and  very  humble  Serv*, 

THOS.  PROCTOR. 

Direciedj 

To  The  President  of  the  Hon^>«  Penn'  Board  of  War. 


COMMISSIOH   TO   SEARCH   FOR   AND  SEIZE   COUNTT  RECORDS, 

1777. 

In  die  Name  &  by  the  &o. 
To  John  Hublyi  Michael  Hubly,  &  William  Henry,  of  the  Burrough 
of  Lancaster,  Esq'. 

Whereas,  in  and  by  an  act  of  General  Assemblv  of  this  Common- 
wealth, passed  on  the  twenty  first  day  of  March  last,  entitled  **  An 
aot  authorizing  the  President  and  Council  to  appoint  iudges  to  hold 
City  Courts,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  it  is  enacted 
That  the  president  and  Council  be  authorized  and  impowered  to  take 
aoch  measures  to  procure  the  books,  records,  papers  and  seals 
belonging^  to,  or  in  use  of  the  office  of  Prothonotary  of  any  county 
in  the  state,  as  to  them  may  seem  necessary.  And,  Whereas,  it 
appears  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  this  Commonwealth  on 
oath  that  the  books,  records  and  papers,  et  some  of  them  belonging  to 
the  office  of  Prothonotary  of  the  County  of  Westmoreland  have  been 
nnlawlully  &  clandestinely  removed  and  secreted,  and  that  there  is 
reason  to  suspect  that  they  are  removed  to,  &  secreted  in  the  Bur- 
loogh  of  Lancaster.  And  Whereas,  great  inconveniendes  must  arise 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  County  of  Westmoreland  from  the 
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removal  and  secreting  of  the  Books,  Records  &  papers,  and  it  b 
high  1 J  necessary  that  Ibe  power  given  by  the  said  act  should  be  put 
in  force  for  the  recovery  of  the  same — ^Tbese  are  therefore  to  author- 
ize and  impower  you,  the  said  John  Hubly,  to  search  for,  demand^ 
take  &  receive,  the  said  books,  records,  papers  and  seals,  or  such  of 
them  as  may  be  found ;  and  for  the  more  effectual  reeoyexr  of  the 
aame,  you  are  to  apply  to  and  demand  of  Michael  Hubly,  Esq,,  and 
William  Henry,  Esq.,  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  County  of  Laih 
caster,  for  their  special  warrant,  enabling  the  sheriff  of  the  said 
County,  or  any  other  peace  officer,  to  enter,  in  the  day  time,  into  any 
dwelling  or  other  house  within  the  flf"  County  of  Lancaster,  and  there 
to  make  diligent  search  for  the  s*  records.  Books,  papers  &  seals, 
and  if  the  same  or  any  of  them  be  there  found,  to  bring  them  befors 
the  s'  justices,  in  order  that  they  may  be  delivered  into  the  custody 
of  you,  the  s*  John  Hubly.  And  you,  the  said  Michael  Hubly  and 
Willism  Henry,  Esq.,  are  hereby  commanded  ft  authorized  to  grant 
the  search  warrant  before  mentioned  to  search  any  particular  house 
or  houses  asaforesiud,due  cause  to  suspect  that  the  said  records,  fte., 
or  any  of  them  be  concealed  therein,  being  to  you  shown.  And  for. 
so  doing,  this  shall  be  to  you  and  each  of  you,  a  sufficient  authority 
and  warrant. 

Given  under  the  lesser  seal  of  the  said  Commonwealth,  at  Phila- 
delphia, this  twenty^sizth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  Mven  hundred  &  seventy -seven.* 


Sup.  Exec.  Council  to  Hon.  J.  McKinlkt,  1777. 

Philadeljjhia,  27th,  July,  1777. 

The  Council  of  this  State,  empowered  by  the  Legislature  for  that 
purpose,  have  taken  measures  to  have  the  Cattle  &  Horses  which 
are  pastured  on  the  IsIadS  and  Shores  of  Delaware,  within  our  limits 
driven  off  and  effectually  secured  from  the  reach  of  the  Enemy, 
should  they  approach  the  Delaware.  It  is  proper  you  should  be 
made  acquainted  with  this  precaution,  which  seems  to  be  an  expedi- 
ent of  great  importance  &  necessity.  The  business  here  is  oommitF 
ted  to  diflerent  setts  of  persons,  classed  &  allotted  to  parts  of  the 
Shore,  in  order  to  make  the  execution  practicable  in  the  hour  of 
.need ;  for  it  is  only  intended  to  be  executed  in  case  of  extremity. 

I  am  Sir, 

with  great  respeet 

Your  most  obed*  humble  aemntp 
Dtrrcied, 

Hon.  John  McKinley,  Esq. 

*  See  Col.  Rgc,  i|)1.  XI,  p.  262~8ee  page  416. 
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To  COMHITTBE  JOB  DRIVING  OFF  CaTTLB,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  July  27, 1777. 
Gknikman, 

There  is  certain  intelligenoc  of  the  arrival  of  part  of  the  enomya 
Fleet  at  Egg  barhour,  aod  there  is  too  much  reason  to  expect  that 
thej  are  bound  for  the  Delaware.  It  is  therefore  necessary  that  the 
Oomniittee  for  driving  off  Cattle  be  on  their  guard  and  ready  to  per- 
fimn  that  duty,  when  their  judgment  shall  point. 

I  am  &o.|  • 

T.  Y.  M.  * 


PaisiDKNT  Wharton  ?  to  Col.  B.  Galbraitu,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  28  July,  1777. 
Sir. 

I  write  to  you  in  a  most  pressing  exigency.  The  Enemy  baffled 
hi  New  Jersey,  are  by  all  accounts,  shifting  their  ground,  &  intent 
ou  iuvading  this  State.  A  fleet  of  240  sail  of  Ships  of  War  and 
I^ranqporti  actually  aailed  from  the  bay  of  New  York,  with  a  fair 
wind  on  Tuesday  last ;  &  on  Friday  a  very  great  part  of  this  fleet 
were  seen  on  the  Coast  of  New  Jersey,  within  8  or  10  leagues  of  the 
Bay  of  Delaware,  striving  to  gain  an  entrance  against  a  head  wind. 
The  destination  of  this  powerful  armament,  admits  not  a  doubt. 

Genl.  Washington  assured  that  the  Enemy  mean  to  invade  Penn- 
aylvania,  will  come  as  quickly  as  may  be  to  our  aid,  with  a  part  of 
his  army ;  for  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  he  leave  a  sufficient  force 
where  he  has  lately  encamped,  to  withstand  the  alarming  progress 

of  General  Burgoine.    But  Genl.  W is  yet  at  a  considerable 

diatanee. 

In  this  situation,  when  every  prudent  strenuous  effort  seema 
neoaMaryi  the  Council,  urged  by  Congress,  call  upon  you,  &  require 
joa  to  embody  and  march  immediately  for  Chester,  in  this  State, 
the  first  Glass  of  your  Militia ;  taking  care  to  send  down  such  Com* 
pMiiea,  or  parte  of  Companies,  as  can  be  forthwith  got  ready,  without 
waitinff  for  the  rest.  With  these  please  to  send  only  a  due  proper- 
iion  of  officers ;  that  is  to  say,  two  Commis'd  officers  only  to  Uurty 
printtes;  8  to  no  less  nun^ber  than  40.  1  hope  that  the  publio 
■pint  &  emulation  of  the  good  people  of  your  County,  will  dispose 
them  to  shew  themselves  as  equal,  &  as  determined  to  defend  their 
Country,  as  the  Militia  of  New  Jersey  have  lately  proved,  themselves 
to  be.  It  is  expected  especially  as  the  great  and  important  labour 
of  harvest  is  now  over,  that  there  will  be  little  use  made  of  substitu- 

See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  XI.  p.  2^,  266. 

Vol.  v.— 20 
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tion,  &  that  the  respectable  freeholders  will  push  oat  in  person. 
However,  I  recommend  to  jou  to  proceed,  as  to  this  duty,  on  a  new 
plan.  To  pay  men  a  large  reward  beforehand,  for  two  months  ser- 
vice, when  it  is  by  no  means  certain  that  two  months  daty  will  be 
necessary,  seems  extravagant.  There  is  some  risque  too  of  desertion. 
Hiriog  at  a  price  by  the  week,  not  exceeding  two  months^  seems  to 
the  Council,  much  better  in  these  respects ;  besides  the  mode  in  prao* 
tice  requires  such  prodijious  advauces  of  the  public  Treasore,  as  are 
hiffhiy  mconvenient.  The  expenditures  of  this  kind  in  Bucks  k 
Philadelphia  Counties,  made  some  months  since,  have  not  yet  found 
their  way  back ;  though  the  Lieutenents  are  now  levying  them  with 
diligcDce.  * 

A  draught  of  Philad'a  County  marched  before  harvest,  into  Jer- 
sey. One  of  Bucks  has  guarded  the  fords  of  Delaware  for  two 
months.  A  second  class  of  Bucks,  two  from  the  City  and  one  of 
Chester,  have  occupied  for  some  time  and  assisted  in  finishing  the 
defences  of  the  Delaware  between  the  Town  &  Chester.  Other 
Counties  have  now  opportunity  of  exerting  their  virtue  in  defence  of 
all  that  which  a  freeman  esteems  valuable.  Permit  mo  to  say  that 
the  Council  has  particular  dependence  on  yonr  attention,  dispatch  & 
vigor.  You  will  be  under  a  necessity  of  sending  down  Blankets  for 
the  whole,  &  all  the  Arms  that  can  be  come  at.  The  authority  given 
von  to  disarm  the  refusers  of  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  to  tho  State,  ii 
in  this  reflpect  worthy  your  attention. 
Directed, 

To  Col.  B.  Galbraith  Esq. 


feSTRUCTIONS  TO  THB  LiBUTBNANTS  OP  THB  COUNTIBS,  1777. 

In  Council. 

Philadelphia,  28th  July,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  following  lines  come  to  yon  from  Council  in  the  most  pressing 
ez]«>ncy  of  public  a£fairB,  in  which'  the  very  existonoe  of  this  State 
IB  threatened. 

The  enemy,  baffled  in  New-Jersey,  are,  by  every  account,  at  this 
moment  exerting  themselves  to  invade  Pennsylvania ;  in  short,  wo 
hourly  expect  to  hear  of  their  arrival  in  Delaware.  On  Tuesday 
last  250  vessels  sailed  out  of  the  bay  of  .New-Tork,  with  a  hit  wind 
This  fleet,  without  doubt,  transports  a  large  army,  and  is  composed 

«<|Inibeformer,  about£15  waatheprioeofsabBtitution.  It  was  higher 
in  this  County.  In  Town,  food  and  labour  are  always  much  dearer.  Uere 
tho  hiro  rose  to  t25 :  High  prices  these;  but  In  no  sort  comparable  to  the 
•itraTftgant  rates  yon  bold  ont  to  Tiew.  It  is  reasonable  to  think,  that  the 
poouliar  season,  in  which  you  looked  for  substitutes,  occasioned  euoh  enor- 
mous demands  to  be'  made.'* 
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ifl  pari  of  ships  of  wsr.  SeTentj  of  them  were  seen  on  Friday 
within  eight  or  ten  leegoee  of  Cape  May,  the  north  eastern  Cape  oif 
Delaware,  and  by  their  diapoaitioDS  seem  desirrus  to  effect  an- en* 
trance  into  the  bay,  labouring  against  a  contrary  wind.  Some 
aooemts  arrived  sinoey  say  that  190  sail  at  different  times  had  passed 
by  Kggharbour,  before  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  yesterday.  Thcit 
destination,  after  this,  admits  of  no  donbt 

General  Washington,  fully  assured  that  the  enemy  haye  tkie 
State  for  their  object,  is  on  a  hastened  march  for  this  place,  with 
Boeh  parts  of  bis  army  as  can  bo  spared  for  this  service^  for  he 
must  proTide  also  for  the  security  of  the  oountry  he  loaves  againal 
the  alarming  approach  of  General  Burgoync.  But  General  Wash- 
ington is  yet  distant ;  it  is  therefore  absolutely  necessary  that  a 
oonaiderable  part  of  the  natural  force  of  the  country  be  assembled 
without  loss  of  time,  and  sent  to  Chenter  to  join  such  Continental 
tl^ips  and  Militia  as  are  here,  in  opposing  so  far  as  is  prudent  and 
delaying  the  progress  of  the  enemy,  till  the  army  can  arrive. 

In  this  cirenmstanoe  we  are  desirous  of  procuring  real  aid  with 
all  poflsible  dispatch.  W^  would  sollioit  and  authorise  you  to  do  it 
by  all  the  lawful  and  effectual  means  in  your  power,  but  we  wish  to 
leave  mnoh  to  your  prudence.  It  seems  to  us  very  desirable  that 
all  the  hearty  and  able  bodied  men  should  be,  if  possible,  drawn 
out.  Th^  might  appear  either  personally  in  the  Classes  now  called 
out,  or  as  Substitutes  for  those  who  side  with  the  foe,  or  are  hindered 
by  principle  from  bearing  arms.  In  this  view  we  direct  and  enjoin 
you  to  embody  forthwith  the  of  the  MiliUa  of 

oountyi  and  to  send  them  down,  as  fast  as  you  can  make  up  a  com- 
pany of  forty  or  fifty  men,  under  a  due  proportion  of  Officers,  to^ 
Chester,  and  that  you  will  exert  your  utmost  address  and  influence 
to  induce  able  and  hearty  friends  of  the  cause  of  our  country,  to 
join  in  and  inspirit,  by  their  example,  in  the  manner  hinted  before, 
in  this  time  of  need,  to  repel  this  almost  despairing  enemy.  We 
would  hope,  that  now  the  very  important  work  of  harvest  is  finished, 
this  plan  may  be  not  only  practicable  but  easy.  Co\incil  find  great 
Tttmu  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  present  mode  of  hiring  Substitutes. 
The  advance  of  large  premiums  for  two  months  service,  in  tha 
present  case,  seems  unreasonable  and  absurd,  when  perhaps  the  dntj. 
may  not  be  required  for  one ;  it  tempts  to  desertion ;  and  the  draw- 
ing out  of  prodigious  sums  of  public  money,  which  would  be 
neoessary  in  that  case,  is  highly  inconvenient.  If  they  would  be 
engird  on  9  weekly  hiring,  for  two  months  service  as  usual,  would 
it  not  be  much  more  advantageous  to  the  service,  and  more  equal 
between  parties  ? 

The  expenditures  of  this  kind  in  Bucks  and  Philadelphia  counUetg 
a^de  some  months  since,  have  not  yet  found  their  way  back,  thongh 
the  Lieutenants  are  now  levying  with  diligence.  In  the  formeCi 
about  fifteen  pounds  was  the  price  of  substitution.  It  was  higher 
in  this  county.    In  town  food  and  laboor  are  always  much  dearer 
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-^bere  the  hire  rose  to  twcnt j-five  ponnds-^igb  prioei  these !  It 
is  reasonable  to  think  that  the  approach  of  harvest  oooasioned  sacb 
enormous  demands  to  be  made,  which  beins  now  oierp  wo  hope  that 
Substitutes  may  be  had  at  a  more  reasonable  rate. 

As  we  can  depend  on  the  aid  of  the  Militia  of  New  Jeraey,  whose 
aetive  and  valorous  example  must  provoke  every  honeat  breast  to 
emulate  the  advantages,  honour  and  suceessy  which  their  prowess 
and  spirit  has  obtained  to  their  State  and  to  themselves ;  as  we  shall 
be  assisted  by  the  Delaware  State,  and,  we  doubt  not,  by  Maryland, 
we  have^every  reason  to  expect  that  the  foes  of  freedom  may  be 
easily  resisted  and  suppressed,  and  the  numerous  evils,  which  would 
ensue  on  their  success,  may  bo  prevented,  if  we  be  not  wanting  in 
this  day  of  trial  to  ourselves  and  to  posterity. 

You  are  to  order  down  with  each  company  six  pitching  axes  and 
ten  shovels,  which  the  Council  will  either  pay  for  or  retom  in  sood 
okdcr;  -and  you  will  be  under  a  necessity  of  sending  down  blnnksti 
for  the  whole,  and  all  the  arms  that  can  be  come  at.  The  authority 
given  you  to  disarm  the  refusers  of  the  oath  of  allegianoe  to  the 
State,  is,  in  this  respect,  worthy  your  attention. 
^reetcdy 

To  Esq.,* 

Lieutenant  of  the  County  of 

The  Council  recommend  to  you  to  be  particular  in  the  manner  of 
giving  notice  to  the  Militia  to  march,  lost,  when  the  money  which 
may  be  paid  for  substitutes  shall  be  demanded,  they  may  plead  want 
of  form  in  the  liotiee — which  should  be  given,  either  to  the  person 
verbally  or  in  writing,  left  at  his  usual  place  of  abode,  and  in  sneh 
iftannor  that  proof  may  be  made  of  the  notice  having  been  given. 


Bfi.  Obn'l  Pottbr  to  Pbbsidbnt  Wharton,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  have  it  in  command  from  B.  Oen'l  Potter  to  make  yo«  a  report 
df  the  Troops  Quartered  here,  which  I  have  the  honor  now  to  ia- 
dosefyou. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  Excellencies 

most  obed*  Hum*  Serf*, 

P.  WIKOFF. 
.  Billings  Port, ) 
^  July  28,  1777.    j 
JHreeted, 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  Preeideiit  of  FMm- 
i;ylvania. 

*  Thus  far  in  a  printed  handbilWths  other  paragrapli  in  MB. 
t  ^0  Uiclosura  was  found  in  it 
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Rbsolution  of  thb  Conqbess,  1777. 

Id  GoDgreaSi  Jaly  28^  1777.  ^ 

Besolved,  That  it  bo  reoommeDcled  to  the  ezecatiye  ooancil  of 
the  state  of  PennsyWaDia  to  call  out  four  thoosand  of  the  Militia  tp 
addition  to  those  already  called  forth,  and  as  their  service  is  imme- 
diately wanted^  that  they  call  forth  sooh  as  can  be  soonest  collected* 

£ztraot  from  the  minutes. 

GHA.  THOMSON/9eo>^.* 


Km OBiAL  or  Coif mittse  for  Driving  off  Oattlb^  1T7T. 

To  The  Honorable  President  of  the  Ezeoutive^  Council  of  tbe 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Th^  Bepresentation  of  the  Subscribers  who^  with  otherB^  thti^ 
are  InJbrmed  by  Letter,  are  appointed  to  Drive  off  jthe  live  Stou 
on  the  frontiers  of  Chester  County,  When  ever  the  enemy  may 

cneweuii 

That  nnon  A  Meeting  &  Consideration  of  the  Nature  and  Gipnae- 
qaenee  <n  the  Charge  Committed  to  their  Caro  they  would  B^ 
leave'  to  Inform  the  Council  that  (in  their  opinion^  the  Number  ap- 

S tinted  for  that  purpose  is  too  small  to  answer  the  Desired  end,  as 
'  Ash  ft  M'  Hervey  cannot  attend. 

They  therefore  Request  to  Council  would  appoint  two  persons  in 
their  Stead,  ft  Four  members  Additional. 

The  Subscribers  supposing  the  Council  Not  to  be  so  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  Inhabitants,  would  beg  Leave  to  Itecommend  the 
following  Gentlemen  as  suitable  persons,  vis. :  John  Pearson, 
Nicholas  Deihly  Isaac  Hendrickson,  Isaac  Scrrill,  Harvey  Lewis,  ft 
Jaeeb  'ttiehards.  T^y  do  pot  mean,  by  this  Request,  to  Dictate  to 
the  Council,  but  to  Recommend  such  persons  as  they  apprehend 
would  be  most  Suitable,  &  if  the  Council  could  agree  with  Uie  Sub- 
feribera  in  Opinion,  they  would  be  happv  in  the  Choice. 

They  have  therefore  to  Request  the  Council  would  aoquunt  thepi 
wHb  their  Opinion  -of  the  matter  projposed,  also  to  fumbh  them 
with  ti»o  Resolve  of  Assembly  by  which  they  are  appointed^  ft  a 
•mall  sketch  by  which  to  Direct  their  line  of  Conduct. 

SAM'L  LSTIS. 
W'M  KERLIN. 
SKETCH't  HORTON.f 
July  28th,  1777. 

•  See  Colon.  Rec  Vol  XL»  p.  264. 
t  Sec  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  XJ.,  p.  256. 
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Authority  to  Search  for  Books,  Records,  &c.,  177T. 

To  Caleb  Davis,  Esqaire,  Prothonotary  of  the  County  of  Chesteri 

PeDDsilvania. 

Sir, 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  the  Sapreme  Exeoutive  Conncil  n 
this  Commonwealth  that  the  Books,  Records,  papers  &  seals  beloBg- 
iDg  to,  or  which  have  been  used  in  the  office  of  Prothonotary  of  Ha 
County  of  Chester ;  &  also  the  Books,  Records,  &  seals  belonging  to 
or  which  have  been  used  in  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Orphaiu^ 
Court  of  said  County,  are  now  lodged  in  the  dwelling  of  Henry  Htle 
Graham  of  the  Borough  of  Chester,  in  said  County,  Esquire ;  and 
whereas  it  is  highly  necessary,  in  this  time  of  danger,  the  Enemy  it 
present  meditating  an  invasion  of  this  State  by  the  way  of  the  Baj 
t  River  Delaware,  on  the  bank  of  w*^  river  said  Burough  is  ntnatedi 
that  the  said  Books,  Records,  papers  &  seals  should  be  removed  to 
&  secured  at  some  place  of  greater  safety ;  these  are  therefore  to 
authorize,  impower  &  require  you  the  said  Caleb  Davis,  Esquire,  to 
enter  the  dwell mg  &  outhouses  of  said  Henry  Hale  Oraham,  Esquire, 
with  proper  &  necessary  assistants,  in  the  day  time,  &  there  to  make 
dilligent  search  for  said  Books,  Records,  papers  &  seals,  &  to  take 
into  your  possession  &  remove  the  same  to  some  suitable  plaoe  in 
order  to  their  security;     And  further  you  are  required  to  make 
return  to  us  of  what  you  may  do  in  execution  of  this  precept. 

Oiven  under  the  lesser  seal  of  the  Commonwealth  at  Philadelphia 
this  twenty-eighth  day  of  July  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
•even  hundred  &  seventy-seven.* 


John  Hunn  to  Prbs't  Wharton,  1777. 

Cape  May,  Jnlj  29th,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  wrote  you  the  26th't'  which  I  Make  No  dont  yon  have  Reoev'd, 
&  the  Reasons  you  have  had  No  Express  Since  is  the  weather  have 
Been  So  thick  this  three  days  past  that  it  has  Been  Impossible  to 
Discover  W heather  thear  was  a  fleet  of  or  Not,  But  the  wind  is  Now 
at  N.  W.  ft  the  weather  Vcrry  Cleare  &  No  fleet  in  sieht,  theares  2 
Ships  in  horekill  Rode  1  of  the  hen  &  chickens  &  1  of  at  anchor  of 
the  five  fathem  Bank,  if  the  fleet  is  Bound  to  Delaware  By  the 
accounts  of  the  wind  &  Weather  they  have  had  No  Chance  to  arrive 
hear  yet,  I  have  sent  No  Express  to  General  Washington  as  it  is 
bard  to  get  horses  for  so  Long  a  Journey,  But  if  thoare  ihonld  Be  a 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  XI.  p.  254. 
f  Seepage  45a. 
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bet  in  nght  Mr.  Jones  will  go  Express  Immediatelj  to   head 
laviera. 

Sir, 

I  remain  your  verry 
humble  serv't, 

JOHN  HUNN. 
If  yon  bare  any  orders  please  Send  By  the  Express. 
Direetedy 

To  Thomas  Wharton,  jan%  President,  Govemer. 
ImdanemetUj 

Thursday  Evening  was  the  last  time  Cap.  Hunn  saw  the  Fleet — 
•boot  7  o'clock,  P.  M.  Left  the  Cape  Monday  morning  Day  light 
ft  no  sight  of  them. 


J08BPH  EiREBRiDE  TO  P&es't  Whabton,  1777. 

Agreeable  to  the  Direction  given  Col.  Oill  &  Col.  Laoey  have 
tent  down  100  Good  Blankits,  which  is  Exceed'y  want'd  in  the 
Bucks  County  Battalion  now  at  Billingsport. 

As  I  shall  Immediately  give  Information  to  the  Command'g  oiE- 
oer  theire — make  no  doubt  but  application  will  soon  be  made  to 
your  Excellency  for  them. 

The  remainder  about  200  will  (as  soon  as  possible  &  agreeable  to 
Older)  be  wash'd  &  put  into  the  best  Order  fbr  use. 

I  am  your  Exelencys  most 

Obedient  Hum.  Serv't, 

JO.  KIBEBRIDE. 

July  29%  1777. 

JKreeUdf 

His  Excelency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President  &c.  of  Penn- 
ijlrania. 


Jambs  Read  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1777. 

This  morning  I  had  the  Honour  of  receiving  your  Letter  of  Yes- 
terday, expressing  a  Concern  lest  Juries  should  not  be  returned^  to 
oar  Sesions  next  Month.  And  I  have  the  pleasure,  Sir,  of  assuring 
you  that  there  has  been  no  Neglect  here  on  this  Head.    I  spoke  in 
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Time  to  the  Jasiioea,  and  the  Bheriff  aasures  me  that  he  hts  alreidy 
summoned  a  considerable  Part  of  the  Juries,  and  shall  in  a  Daj  or 
two  have  summoned  the  whole. 

There  are  in  our  Gaol  two  Persons  for  counterfeiting  the  Oooti- 
ncntal  Four  Dollar  Bills,  and  two  for  Horse  Stealing ;  all  of  whom 
I  committed  some  time  ago,  so  that  I  think  the  Gentleman  whom 
The  Honourable  The  Council  shall  appoint  Attorney  General  maj 
attend  to  prefer  &  proseoute  Bills  agmat  the  two  latter. 

The  Justices  in  their  May  Sessions  appointed  a  Clerk  pro  Tem- 
pore, and  at  the  next  Sessions  will  not  fail  to  recommend  tnxee  Per- 
sons^ that  the  Council  may  commission  one  as  Clerk  of  Sesdions. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  with  great  re^ect^ 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  ft 

most  humble  Serv't, 

JAMES  SEAD. 

Reading,  Berks,  July  30,  1777. 

Direeiedf 

To  the  Honourable  George  Bryan,  Esquire,  Vice  President  of  Ike 
Supreme  Executive  Gouneil  of  the  Stale  of  PennBylvania^  at  fMla-  * 
dclphia. 


Joseph  Blewer  to  Pres't  Wharton,  1T77» 

State  JKavy  Board,  July  S0%  1777. 

Sir, 

The  Congress  has  impower'd  the  Continental  Navy  Board  to  pur- 
chase twelve  of  YessoUs  to  be  fitted  out  as  fire  Ships,  said  board  has 
apply'd  to  us  to  fit  out  those  Vessells,  which  we  apprehend  eould 
not  be  done  unless  you  approve  of  the  Measure,  waicb  yott'l  be 
pleased  to  signify  a^  soon  as  you  conveniently  can.  We  hare  oom- 
bustibles  ready  prepared  for  four  Veasel#j  and  they  e^n  all  be 
chang'd  in  the  course  of  a  week,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  BUfetj  ^f 
this  State  wou'd  willingly  undertake  it. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

JOSEPH  BLEWEB,  C.  M  * 

P.  S. — The  Board  is  in  great  streights  for  want  of  money — 
necessity  has  drove  us  to  borrow  upwards  of  One  Thousand  poands 
in  order  to  stop  the  clamours  of  some  Workmen. 

JHrecUdf 
To  His  Excellency  Thomt^  Wharton^  Jun%  Esq'. 

♦  Sec  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  XI.  p.  265. 


FSNNSTLYANIA  AEOHIVES  1777^  405 

Jo.   KiREBRIDB  TO  PaBSIDENT  WhARTON. 

July  80th,  1777. 

The  Bearer  hereof  Capt.  John  Wood,  will  wait  od  the  Oonnoil  ftr 
100  BlankitB  Sent  down  for  the  Backs  County  Militia  which  I  heg 
may  be  ordered  to  be  Delivered  to  Capt.  Wood,  who  will  Immediately 
take  them  down  to  BilliDg8port  where  they  are  Exoeed'ly  wanted. . 
I  un  your  Excellency's 

most  Bespectful  k 

Obed*  humble  Serr* 

JO.  KIREBRIDE. 

To  His  Ezcellenqy  Thomas  Wharton  Esq.,  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

1^  Favour  ) 
Capt  Wood.  3 

lmdor$ement$. 

From  CoL  Kirkbride,  reo'd  July  31, 1777,  the  Blankets  within 
■Mationed  were  continued  in  the  hands  of  Col.  MoMasters,  who 
bsoBg^  them  down. 

Beleired  to  the  Board  of  War  who  are  requested  to  furnish^  the 
Blftoketi  if  in  their  possession. 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec.  . 


Henrt  Fisher  to  State  Navy  Board,  1777. 

Wednesday  Morning,  10  o'clock,  July  y  30th,  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

By  this  Express  you  will  be  certain  that  the  Fleet  is  in  ught,  and 
at  this  time  about  4  Leagues  from  the  Light  House,  there  is  228  (two 
hundred  and  twenty  eight)  sail,  the  wind  is  about  N  .N  .E.,  and  they 
bear  about  S.  E.,  from  the  Cape  they  to  all  appearance  will  not  be 
in  till  this  afternoon. 

I  am  in  Haste, 

Gentlemen  yours 

at  Command, 

HENRT  FISHEB.  : 
Directed 

To  The  Honourable  the  State  Navy  Board,  Phila. 

AdanemenL  t_       j  #> 

Beoeived  at  Chester  fifteen  minutes  beforo  six  o'clock,  and  for 

'^  '*  '  "'"''^-  T.  MIEFUN. 

20* 
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Col.  Jacob  Morgan  to  Presidsnt  Wharton,  1777. 

Beading,  July  SOtfa,  1777, 10  o'olook  A.  H. 
.Sir, 

Jost  now  I  reo'd  your  Ezoelleno/s  Leiteri  dated  in  Ooujieil  i( 
Philadelphia  y*  28th  Infirtant  on  the  present  most  presring  SngBMir 
of  AlBttirs,  when  oar  enemies  are  daily  ezpeeted  to  invade  this  9trte| 
and  requiring  &  enjoining  me  forthwith  to  embody  one  clam  of  the 
Militia  of  Berks  County^  and  send  them,  with  proper  Officers,  to 
Chester.  I  assure  yonr  EzceUency  that  I  shall  not  fail  to  exert 
myself  to  fulfill  every  expectation  of  your  Excellency,  the  Council 
and  my  Country }  and  I  shall  this  instant  send  to  the  Colonel's  to 
meet  me  here  as  soon  as  possible  j  and  4^t  nothing  shall  be  wantius 
in  mo  to  shew  the  warmest  Zeal  in  the  Great  Cause,  wherein  this  and 
the  other  States  of  America  are  en^ged  against  our  ooramqn  enamy, 
who  mean  our  utter  Destruction.  I  shall  attend  to  every  Artiele  of 
your  excellency's  Letter;  and  I  am  also  fully  persuaded  of  the  Zeal 
'And  active  spirit  of  the  Sovcral  Colonels  on  tlus  ooeasion.  I  oannot 
hot  apprehend  great  Diffionltios  in  disarming  those  who  have  vsfiMad 
to  take  the  oath  of  Allegiance,  and  have  thought  aaddoao  sliU  thiak 
itiat  a  i^oper  number  of  the  militia  in  pay  for  that  purpose  and  for 
guarding  the  Medicinal  Store,  and  whatever  else  bebnga  to  the  ooft- 
tinent,  here  ia  highly  necessary. 

I  am, 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Your  ezcellency'a  jnost  obedient  humhls  Serv*. 

JACOB  MORGAN. 

Directedj 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  liVharton,  jun*'  Esq.,  Presidgnt  of  tile 
Sxecutivo  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  at  PhHadelphia. 

^  Express. 


Col.  Jacob  Morgan  to  Prbsidekt  Whartoit,  1777. 

Reading,  July  30, 1777,  6  o'clock  P.  M. 
Sir, 

I  cannot  neglect  to  inform  your  excellency  that  many  of  the  In- 
habitants of  Reading  are  very  uneasy  that  any  Prisoners  of  War 
ahould  be  here,  where  there's  no  Committee,  they  having  dissolved 
themselves  last  week,  as  they  think  a  committee  not  eontistant 
with  an  established  civil  Government ;  nor  is  there  any  Guard.  It 
is  thought  that  any  Town  on  the  east  side  of  the  Susquehanna  is  an 
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improper  place  for  Prisoners  of  War,  who  have  many  of  them  been 
long  here  .and  iuiYe  settled  odrreapond^nee  with  some  ^persons  in 
Phuada.,  from  whom  they  receive  Letters  by  post  and  write  answers 
byaoaefieia  with  .whoqi  they  have  made  acquaintance,  when  any 
laoh  go  to  the  City.  I  think  they  may  on  this  side,  Sasqaehammih 
\0Q|(r!Qfy[>qpd  with  .the  eqeiny  when  tbey  invade  this  Sta^.  Tour 
leKUBj  >!mU  ^  BOgooi  as  io  (ard^n  Mm  freedom  wUoti  my  Do^y 
iWPiiato. 

most  Obedient 

humble  Servant. 

JACOB  HOBOAN. 

Directed^ 

To  His  EzceHeney'Thomas  Whaiston,  jr.,  Esqnire  President  of  the 
Gooncil  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia. 


J0H9  £UHN  TO   PjIBSIDBKT  WnARTON,  1777. 

Cajpe  May^  Jol^  .S0<^,  Sleyen  o'^oek^ 
flirt 

Th$  ll^t  to  (he  dumber  of  SO  sail  is  Now  in  Sight,  npop  which  I 
.have  sent  qf  ii)[r.  Beunet  EzpreS|  as  it  is  Not  Seiven  Milep  farther  jbo 
lead  qniurtciB  By  Philadelphia ;  IVe  not  sent  JMr.  Jones  of  yet,  hat 
M  sooiaaB  J,  am  convinst  they  are  bound  up  the  )3ay,  I  shall  sefd 
the  EzpiefjS^  J)pt  as  there  isbpt  feijr  that  rfowea  the  way  .thronv^ 
.the  Jejrseysy  the  Intilli^nce  w^ll  go  By  Philadialphia  pA  quipik  fM 
ianywqr. 

Sir,  I  remain  yopny 

JOHN  HDNN. 
T)m  wind  is  8.  S.  E.,  &  die  Ships  is  now  standing  of. 

To  Thomas  Wharton^  Presedent  Governor. 
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John  Huitn  to  PaBBiDiNt  Whabtoik,  1777. 

Ctpe  M«3r,  Jrfj  80»,  6  P.  M. 
BIP| 

'  tbe  fleet  h  standiDg  in  a  Gain,  46  Mil  in  right,  i  man  of  (Mi 
'<^M1  be  in  8!gbt ;  The  wind  at  B.,  which  is  More  in  themn  fitvov. 
it  appears  to  me  they  are  bonnd  np  oar  Bay,  bat  I  ma;/  be  deM*. 
H'  Jones  oomes  of  to  Morrow  Morning  by  way  of  Pbiki(Mphi%  as 
going  throagh  Menmonth  is  attended  with  Diunger  of  lieiiig  8topad| 
as  the  people  heare  inform  Me. 

from  Sir,  yonrSi 

JOHN  HUNN. 

Dirededf 

.;  To  Iboinaa  WhartoOj  Jan%  preaaedeat  OsFvener. 


Bbsolution  ov  Congbbss,  1777. 

■     •       .    i  * 

tn  Congress,'  ^uly  30, 1777. 

Whereas  the  States  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware 

are  in^  danger  of  an  immediate  invasion  from  the  enemy's  amy, 

.  a^  powerful  fleet  being  daily  expected  within  toe  capes  of  Delaware, 

'  and  there  is  the  strongest  reason  to  snppoee  that  the  enemy  will 

'  eikdeaybor  to  seoore  withoat  dela^  all  the  cattle,  horses,  and  teams, 

^-irhich  are  exposed  to  the  water,  in  order  to  subsist  their  army,  and 

^  fiunlitate  their  military  operations ;  and,  whereas  the  jlreyetatinff  pf 

Hqs  messnre  is  not  only  highly  oondneive  to  the  gdneiral  weal,  Dht 

w&l  ultimately  tend  to  secure  the  property  of  the  good  people  bf 

these  states  from  cruel  ravages. 

Resolved,  That  if  be  recommended  to  the  executive  powers  of  the 
states  of  Penn^lvania,  New  Jersey,  and  Delaware,  to  canse  the 
horses,  waggons,  carts,  cattle,  and  other  live  stock  contigaoos  to  the 
bay  and  river  Delaware,  to  be  removid  into  the  Interiour  paints  of 
the  country,  whenever  the  arrival  of  the  enemy's  forces  at  the  eapes 
shall  announce  the  necessitv  and  propriety  of  such  a  xceaanie. 

Resolved,  That  all  continental  officers  and  officers  of  militia  in 
continental  pay  in  the  said  states,  do  afford  the  said  ezeontive 
powers  such  aid  and  assistance  in  performing  this  service  as  they 
may  require. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 
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Jakxs  Benbzst  to  T.  Matlack,  1777. 

New  Town,  Bucka  Co.,  31th  July,  1777. 

Sir, 

Aeoordiii(r  to  my  dineiioDS  from  Colonel  Eirkbride  I  have  mt 
¥y  Sftmnel  Rees,  Waggoner,  One  Hnndred  of  the  beat  &  oleanaat 
nanketa  of  those  eolleeted  in  our  County,  the  remainder,  about  200, 
ahall  aefnd  (this  Morning)  to  Thomas  Jinks's  Fulling,  who  says  if 
the  Weather  continues  Dry  he  will  oompleat  them  in  a  Week.  At 
whieh  time  ahall  expeet  Orders  for  the  delivery  of  them. 

I  am  with  real  regard, 

SiTj  your  Most  Humble  Serv*, 

JOHN  BENEZET. 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  Honorable  the  Ei- 
ecntive  Council,  Philadelphia. 
With  100  Blankets. 

Imdaneif 

From  Jamea  Benezet,  rec'd  July  31 1777. 

NB«  The  Blankets  were  continued  in  the  hands  of  CoU.  Jamto 
MeMaaters  for  the  MUitia  of  Billingsport. 


Resolution  of  Conqbess,  1777. 

In  Congress,  July  SI,  1777. 

Seaolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Supreme  Executive 
OmOmU  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania,  forthwith  to  make  prisoners 
rath  of  the  late  crown  k  proprietary  officers  and  other  persons  in  and 
Bettr  this  city  as  are  disaffected  or  may  be  dangerous  to  the  publiok 
liberty  ft- send  them  back  into  the  country,  there  to  be  confined  or 
«olarged  upon  parole  as  their  characters  &  behaviour  may  require. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  Executive  CouncU  to  remove 
mder  guard  all  the  stete  prisoners  in  the  goal  of  this  city  to  some 
nfe  place  back  in  the  Country,  &  that  they  cause  the  guards  to  be 
doubled  until  the  prisoners  can  be  removed. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  Executive  Council  immedi- 
ately to  order  two  companies  of  Militia  to  strengthen  the  guard  over 
the  prisoners  at  Lancaster,  &  also  two  companies  of  Militia  to  guard 
the  prisoners  at  York  town. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'ry.* 

•  See  Aug.  1,  478,  479.    Also  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  XL  p.  204. 
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RXSOLUTION  09  Ck)NaR]S88,  1777. 

loi  Congrefls,  July  3l8t,  1777. 

ReaoWed,  That  it  be  reoommended  to  tbe  exeentive  authoritMa  fd 
«Mh  of  the  United  Statesi  to  divide  their  leMteotive  Slefteft  into 
diftriota,  and  to  appoint  a  proper  peraon  in  eaoh  ditftriei  to  raonit 
sen  to  fill  ap  the  regiments  raised  in  eoeh  State;  that  thej  take 
ffood  seonritj  of  the  person  so  appointed  for  the  futhfoi  disohai^ 
il  his  dntjy  and  rendering  just  aooonnts  of  all  paUie  oioniee  thet 
shall  Gome  to  his  bands ;  and  that  they  allow. for  eaoh  «ble  ^bodied 
reoruit  so  raised,  who  shall  enlist  for  three  years,  or  during  Uie  war 
the  sum  of  eight  doUavs  in  full  for  his  trouble  and  expenoe ;  that 
whei;e  jio  provision  fqr  securing  deserters  has  already  been  made  by 
the  laws  of  the  State,  they  give  to  each  person  so  appointed,  fuU 
power  to  take  up  and  secure  all  deserters  that  shall  come  within 
^ir  xespective  districts,  and,  where  forop  is  necessary  for  .this  pur- 
pose, diat  they  cUrect  the  officers  of  the  npfilifae.to  j^ve  such  pasist- 
nnce  as  shall  be  required;  that  they  allow  biiai  the  enm  of  tve 
dollars  for  every  deserter  so  taken  up  and  seonred,  in  ftJI  for  his 
trouble  and  expence  therein.  And  for  the  encouragement  at  mm 
to  enter  the  service,  J^y  shall  have  lifaerty,  at  tha  :tiBie  of  iheir 
ialistmenti  to  make  ohoioe  of  the  regiment^  troop  or  .oompaay  in 
which  they  will  serve,  provided  such  regiment,  troopy  or  ooafMUijjs 
not  full,  if  it  is,  they  may  chuse  any  other  regiment,  troop,  or 
company  which  is  not  full,  which  shall  be  entered  against  Uieir 
names  and  returned  to  the  officers  appointed  to  receive  such  reomits, 
who  shall,  at  the  time  they  are  sent  io  joui  their  <K|rps,  transmit  the 
aame  to  the  ffoneral  or  commanding  officer. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  executive  authorities  of 
eaoh  of  the  United  States  to  appcnnt  eonienient  pkoep  of  rendaivoas 
in  their  respeotive  States,  lor  reoeiving  reomits  and  deserteia ;  md 
that  their  transmit  to  General  Washington  with  as  mnch  expedition 
as  possible,  the  names  of  such  plaoes  of  rendeivous,  in  or^  that 
proper  officers  may  be  sent  to  receive  such  recruits  and  deserteia. 
^  fiesolved,  That  General  Washington  be  directed  to  order  idl  oon- 
tinental  officers  now  absent  firom  their  corps,  forthwith  to  jean  them, 
except  only  such  as  the  general  shall  ^nk  necessary  to  reesive 
reoruits,  and  march  them  to  the  army. 

By  order  of  Congress. 

JOHN  HANCXKIK,  Pread*. 
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RaBosAmMX  of  Gonorbss  1777. 

In  CoBgreaiy  July  81, 1777. 

BitdlTed  that  tbe  militia  of  the  stateB  of  New  Jersej,  PeBmg^- 
Tanifti  Delaware  and  Maryland  be  immediately  called  out  to  reppl 
any  inTasion  of  the  enemy  in  the  said  states. 

Extract  from  the  minates. 
CHARLES  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


Statk  Board  op  War  to  President  Wharton,  1T77. 

Pennsylvania  War  Office,  July  31st,  1777. 

Sir, 

We  beg  leave  to  sn^^est  to  your  honble  Board  the  proprie^  pf 
fOpBiyt^^  Hr.  York,  whom  we  have  sent  to  you  for  examination, 
until  yon  eaa  be  better  informed  of  his  intentions — his  former  co^- 
dact  and  Character  will  justify  at  this  critical  time  such  a  sti|p, 
should  hfifvea  have  come,  as  he  says  he  has,  with  a  yiew  of  throwing 
.lumeelf  TO  jAe  mercy  of  ^is  Count^men. 

We  have  the  honor  to  bo  * 

Your  Excellencj  moat  obd'  Serv*". 

By  order  of  the  .Board. 

RICHABD  BACHE,  Chairman. 

IXrededf 
To  ffis  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jon'.,  Estjnire. 


Supreme  Executive  Council  to  Congress  1777. 

To  John  Hancock,  Esq., 

In  Coanoil,  Philad*,  81-^  July,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  approach  of  the  Enemy  and  the  necessity  of  making  every 
possible  exertion,  calls  for  larse  sums  of  money.  The  advances,  pay 
and  victualing  of  the  embodied  militia ;  the  pay  of  Labourers  at 
Billingsport ;  and  the  proper  expense  of  this  state  in  their  naval  and 
well  aa  other  departmenta  has  been  very  great.    Council  would 
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readily  apply  the  laic  emisssion  of  Bills  of  Credit  made  by  this  state 
if  they  were  finished.  But  muoh  of  this  beiDg  ordered  in  small  Bills 
it  has  been  impossible  to  get  them  perfected  fast  enough  to  answer 
the  present  emergency.  The  Council,  therefore,  in  these  Cireum- 
atancea,  pray  Congress  to  consider  of  the  business  that  presses  on 
Council,  and  to  ordctr  100^000  Dollars  to  be  furnished  for  pablie 
purposes.* 

Directed. 
To  the  hnble  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  P.  C,  July  31, 1777. 


Pbbbident  Wha&ton  to  Colonel  Wh.  Hbnet,  1777. 

In  Council,  July  31, 1777. 
Sir, 

As  the  enemy  is  approaching  this  state  and  arms  are  wanting  to 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  militia  to  defend  it — ^it  b^oomefl  absolutely 
necessary  that  those  who  have  not  taken  the  oath  of  allegiaooe  slumld 
Il>e  disarmed,  and  their  arms  made  use  of  by  those  who  ajne  wiDing 
at  the  risque  of  their  lives  to  defend  their  liberties  and  property. 
-  I  therefore,  in  compliance  with%  law  of  this  state,  re^ieat  yim 
will  instantly  disarm  all  U^ose  who  have  not  taken  thd  dattis  ams- 
aaid. 

I  am  with  respect,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  servant 

T.  W.,  Prs*. 

Direetedj 
To  Col.  William  Henry,  July  81, 1777. 


Supreme  Executive  Council  to  Magistrates,  1777, 

Philadelphia,  In  Council,  July  31»<,  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

This  morning  I  have  received  certain  intelligence  that  the  Ene- 
mies Ships  to  the  number  of  two  Hundred  and  twenty  eight  aail 
was  seen  within  a  few  leagues  of  the  Light  House  yesterday  about 
ten  of  the  Clock,  and  it  was  expected  they  will  get  into  the  Cape  in 
the  afternoon,  since  that  time  thcf  Wind  has  been  very  fiTourable  ftr 
them.    It  becomes  now  absolutely  necessary  for  us  to  be  on  Mr 

*  See  Colon.  Bee.  VoL  xi,  p.  260. 
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gttvd  shd  io  all  we  ean  not  only  to  oppose  tbe  Enemy  bat  pnt  ft 
^ntof.fbeir  power  to  distressh  tbe  good  people  of  tbese  StateSi^ 
tberefore  rec^tiest  tb«t  yov  will  Immediately  order  Waggons  ont 
of  7<M»  County  tp  repair  to  tbis  City  for  tbe  purpose  of  remoTine 
Stores,  Prorfsions,  Ao.,  fte:,  as  yon  valae  tbe  interest,  bappiness  anS 
peaee  of  yonr  County  I  intreat  you  to  exert  yourselves  in  tbis  matter 
and  forpnird  them  as  feet  as  possible  witbout  waiting  for  any  par- 
tioular  number  to  come  together. 

I  am  witb  respect, 

Gent., 

your  very  Hum.  Serv't, 

Circular  Letter  to  the  Ma^tratea  for  Waggons. 


Pbbsidsnt  Wharton  to  thb  Committbb  op  Fifty,  1777. 

In  Council,  JTwly  81, 1777. 

Hwntlsqaen, 

Ha9in({  Teeeived  certain  intelligenee  tbat  the  enemy  intend  to 
kiYade  tins  State,  I  beg  leave  to  remind  yon  of  the  absolute  necefiaily 
for  the  immediate  removal  jof  all  superfluous  stores  that  are  in  the 
eity.  -The  ^wry  gnat  advantage  that  will  accrue  to  the  enemy  should 
they  get  possession  of  them,  must  appear  so  obvious  to  you  that  I 
am  ooovineed  I  seed  not  urge  you  to  use  every  means  in  your  power 
to  effMi  4^0  purpoflo  for  which  yon  were  appointed-^^ssuring  youM 
ik§  aae  time  that  you  shall  have  every  assistance  that  is  ia  the 
power  of  Conndl  to  afford. 

I  am,  fto., 

T.  W.,  Preset. 

Directed^ 

To  tbe  Gentlemen  of  tbe  Committee  of  Fifty. 


PbSSIDEKT  WnARTON(?)  to  the   CoMMITEE  for  DRIVINa  OFF 

Cattlk,  &c.,  1777, 

Philadelphia,  31-«  July,  1777. 

Gentlemen, 

'  By  <9ertain  ft  positive  aoeounts  just  received,  I  find  tiiat  tbe 
Bnemy's  fleet,  w  tbe  greater  part  of  them  were  entering  Delaware 
Bay  yesterday  morning.  Tbe  Wind  has  been  sinoe,  &  still  is,  very 
fiwevmMo  twr  their  passage  up.     Yov  must  be  sensihle,  that  the 
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Jioor  for  rexiiQviDg  the  Cattle,  hones,  &o.,  approiehea.  Congrefls 
hts  extended  the  bosinees  oommitted  to  yon,  to  Garti  &  WaggCNif ; 
I  therefore  recommend  to  joa  the  remoYal  of  these  also. 

It  is  now  no  time  to  enter  into  fresh  calls  apon  jour  diligeaoe  k 
aotivitj.    In  dependence  on  jonr  best  exertions^  I  remain. 

Sirs, 

Your  most  obedient  eenr't 

Directed. 
To  the  Committee  for  driving  off  Gattlci  &c. 


Sup.  Exe.  Council  to  Lieutenants  of  Chester  Co.,  1777. 

In  CooncU,  Philadelphia,  Jolj  31, 1777. 
Sir, 

I  wrote  to  jon  on  the  28  instant  and  ordered class  of  the 

Militia  of  your  County  to  be  immediately  marched  to  Chester. 
This  morning  I  have  certain  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  eight  sail  of  the  enemys  ships  at  our  Capes  yester- 
day morning,  they  were  then  standing  in  for  the  bay— ^his  renders 
it  absoluteW  necessary  that  every  exertion  be  used  to  hmva  the 
Militia  at  Chester  as  soon  as  possible.  It  is  unnecessary  to  wge 
any  other  motive  to  you  than  a  regard  to  the  salvation  of  our 
Country  to  induce  you  to  take  every  measure  for  this  puipoBe  wineh 
-is  in  your  power,  without  a  moments  delay. 

Volunteers,  animated  by  the  love  of  liberty  and  their  Ooontiy, 
■who  may  step  forward  on  this  great  and  important  oosamon  before  it 
nay  be  their  turn  to  go  into  the  Field  in  the  class  to  which  they 
belong,  and  thereby  render  the  most  important  service  at  this  eriCisal 
time,  will  be  entitled  to  the  highest  esteem  and  t^sspect  and  will 
most  eertainly  meet  with  every  countenance  and  encouragement 
which  the  Council  can  give.  T^ey  will  be  entitled  to  same  pay  and 
rations  with  the  Militia. 

Directed, 
Lieut,  of  the  Counties  from  which  the  Militia  were  called  28  inst 


John  Hunn  to  Pebbidsnt  Wharton,  1777. 

Cape  May,  July  31-',  5  o'clock  P.  M. 
Sir, 

At  Eight  this  Morning  the  fleet  stood  off  Stearing  B.  N.  E.  ft  are 
Now  out  of  Sight  and  have  Been  so  this  three  hours,  this  Morn- 
ing I  was  with  many  others  of  opinion  they  were  Bound  up  the 
DeUware,  But  as  they  Could  have  Qot  ift  this  Homing  aiul.  did  Not 
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I  am  Now  of  opinion  thej  are  Making  a  faint,  if  ao  they  haye  a 
fresh  of  wind  at  S.  S.  W.  which  Will  Garry  them  to  the  Eastward 
Yerry  fa^t.  This  is  the  fifth  Express;  I  Beleave  theare  hole  fleet 
was  io  sight  tho'  I  Co'ld  Count  only  one  hundred  &  Ninety  Sail,  I 
shall  send  off  an  Express  if  the  fleet  appears^  if  Not  I  shall  Come  up 
My  Self  in  a  few  Days. 

Sir,  I  remain 

With  Respect,  yours, 

JOHN  HUNN. 

Dirededf 
To  Thomas  Wharten,  Jnn',  President,  €k>yemer. 


JoHtr  Hunk  to  President  Wharton,  ITTT, 

^  Cape  Biay,  August  Ist,  5  P.  M. . 

Bttf 

I  rote  joa  yesterday  at  6  P.  M.,  that  it  appeared  that  the  Enemy 
vers  makins  a  faint,  but  in  one  hour  after  toe  Express  set  off  they 
appeared  all  standing  in,  one  hundred  and  six  sail  I  counted  at  10 
tjiiA  Night  the  wind  came  out  at  W.  which  was  a  head  wind  as  they 
bad  got  to  the  eastward  of  Cape  May,  but  at  twelve  to  day  the  wiqd 
oune  in  at  S.  and  there  has  been  a  fresh  brease  Ever  since,  and  no 
fleet  in  Bight  as  quick  as  they  are  in  Sight  I  shall  dispatch  an 
nother  Express. 

I  Bemain  Your 

humble  Servant, 

JOHN  HUNN. 

Directed^ 

To  Thomas  Wharton,  jun'  President  Qovernor,  Philadelphia. 
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Mbmorial  noH  Cbbbtbr  CoinrrTi  1777. 

To  the  HonoaraUe  Thomas  Wharton  Jan'i  Eaqf ,  Preaideai  of  the 

Ezeoative  Gounoil  of  the  State  of  Pennsjlvania. 

Sir, 

P^nBOMit  to  the  Request  of  the  HonV*  Goancil  of  the  Ninth  of 
July  last  past,  We  the  Subscribers,  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the 
County  of  Chester,  have  this  day  met  in  Order  to  Nomin^  Siopf  r 
Persons  to  take  an  Aooount  of  »U  tl^  Whea^t  F;|onr^.QMd|i»and 
Other  Stores  in  the  County  of  Chester,  within  Twenty  Milea  Dis- 
tance Westw''  of  the  River  Delaware,  and  have,  after  due  oonside- 
ration,  Return'd  the  Following  Gentlemen,  Via. — John  Wilson, 
Isaac  Taylor,  (Pennsbury,),Oeorge  Currey,  Charles  Dil worth »  Tbo> 
mas  MoCall,  Joshua  Evans,  James  Ewing  and  James  Lindaey,  And 
for  the  Purpose  of  Billetting,  and  Providing  for  the  Poor  that  may 
be  Remaned  oat  of  the  City  of  Philadelphi^the  Ibljf  wiQgoentlemen, 
Vis. — Benjamin  Bartholomew  (of  East  Whiteland,)  I)a?id  John 
(Qharles-tovn;!,)  David  Thomas  (Vinoent,)  Michael  Hallman  rPike- 
hmd,)  Peter  OnmlNtcker  (Coventry)  William  tfames  (Eaai-Kant- 
mell,)  John  Bi'own  (West-Nantmell,)  Thomas  Evans  (Uwohba,) 
George  Thomas  (West  Whiteland,)  James  Thompson  (East-Gain,) 
•jTohn  Fleming,  (West-Cain,)  Joseph  Parker  VSalosbnTy,)  Thomas 
Beslip  &  Samuel  Futhey  (for  East  ftWest  Fallowfidid,)  WiUiMn 
Wilson  (Oxford,)  William   Po)ce  (West  Nottinf^am,)  ft  David 

.  ^hiny  (East  Nottingham,)  Whom  we  B^rteem  to  be  men  of  KdjeHiy 

^  and  Worthy  of  the  Trust  to  be  Reposed  in  them. 

We  are  Sir, 

With  due  Respect, 

ISAAC  DAVIS, 
JAMES  MOORE, 
DAN.  GRIFFTTH, 
PHILIP  SCOTT, 
BO.  SMITH, 
Aug*  !•*,  1777. 
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BirruRN  OF  the  Namxs  of  Persons  Pbopeb  to  be  Ap- 
pointed TO  Seabch  fob  and  take  Account  of  Floub, 
&c.,  1777. 

To  His  Exoetleney  the  Presideiit  of  the  Supreme  Ezooatiye  Connoil 
of  the  State  of  Pennsjlvania. 

The  Return  of  the  Ha^strates  of  Philad*  Connty  of  the  names  of 
Tenons  proper  to  be  appomted  to  search  for  k  take  Ace'  of  Floor,  &c. 


> 


William  DeweeSi 
-   PhiDeas  Roberts^ 

WilliaiD  Tolberiy 

Jaoob  Wjnkoop, 

John  Youngy 

John  Inglisi 
Lower  Meripn,  Uppei 
HerioDi  Blocklej  & 
Kingseasing. 

OeorgsNioei 

Peter  Smith, 

Gaoige  Leib| 

Henry  Neglee, 

Jacob  Weaver, 
N<lrthem  Liberties. 

Sndolph  Neff, 

John  Miller, 

John  Hdmea, 

Samuel  Potta, 

Marshall  Edwards, 
Oxford,  Lower  I)alh 
lin  &  Bjberry. 

Samuel  Meohlen, 

Jaeob  Hall, 

Frederick  Mebl| 

Charles  Engle, 

Wiekari  Miller, 

Abraham  Rex, 

Peter  Hinokell, 

Joseph  McClean, 

Nathan  Le?ering, 
German  town,  White- 
Marsh,  Roxborough, 
Springfield. 

Indortedf 
Bead  In  Council,  August  1, 1777. 


Matthew  Ingram, 
Rudolph  Peky, 
Nathaniel  Thomas, 
Thomas  Wilson, 
Bristol. 

Samuel  Leech, 
Peter  Rush, 
John  Collam, 

Oheltenham  & 

Abington. 

James  Stroud, 
Conrad  Callinecr, 
Andrew  CrawS)rd, 

Plymouth  &  Norris- 

town. 

John  Mann, 

David  Marple, 

John  Wynkoop, 

Isaac  Longstreteh, 

Martin  Swcnk, 

Samuel  Dunlap, 

Upper  Dublin,  More- 
land,  Horsham, 
Gwynned  &  Mont- 
gomery. 


1 


Ordered  to  lye  on  the  Table, 
T.  M.,  Secy. 
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(Copt.)    Wabkakt  to  Arrbst  CBRTAnr  Pbbsons,  1777. 


{ 


To  Owen  Biddle,  Joseph  Bean,  Richard 
Bachei  and  John  Shee,  Esqniiea. 

Pennsylvania  ss. 

Whereas  great  inconvenience  and  miflobief  may  happen  bj  the  going 
at  large  divers  persons  who  were  officers  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
and  of  the  Proprietors  of  Pennsylvania,  and  it  is  highly  expedient  in 
the  present  situation  of  affiiirs,  when  the  Enemy  threaten  an  invasion 
of  this  state  with  a  powerful  army  &  fleet,  that  moh  perBona  be  8d- 
cnred.  These  are  therefore,  in  consequence  of  a  resolve  of  Congress, 
dated  yesterday,*  to  authorise  and  require  you  to  imprison  ft 
remove  to  such  places  as  you  shall  see  fit,  the  persons  whose  names 
ate  mentioned  and  contained  in  the  list  hereunto  subjoined,  and  to 
oonfine  or  enlarge  upon  parole  such  of  Ibem  as  yon  may,  from  their 
Characters  &  Behaviour,  see  proper  to  detain  or  dismiss.  And  the 
names  of  said  persons  are  as  followeth,  that  is  to  say  : 

Hon.  John  Penn,  late  Governor  of  the  province  of  PemiBylTanis, 
James  Hamilton,  Benjamin  Chew,  John  Lawrence,  James  l^lgh- 
man,f  Jared  Ingersol,!  Edward  Shippen,  jun',  Joseph  Shippen,  jun% 
&  James  Allen,  Esquires,  William  Hamilton,  James  Humphries, 
William  Emly,  Phineas  Bond,  Joseph  Stanbury,  Stephen  Sewel, 
William  Smith,  Charles  Eddy,  Charles  Jarvis,  William  D.  Smith, 
Alexander  Stidman,  Charles  Stidman,  Elija  Brown,  James  Hum- 

Shreys,  jun^    Richard   Vaux,  Caleb   Emlen,    Riohard   Footman, 
Uchard  Wistcr,  John  Drinker,  Henery  Drinker,  Richard  Wells. 
Thomas  Coombe,  Thomas  Assheton,  Gumey,  son*in»law  of 

J.  Ross,  Esq.,  Lenox,  John  Sullivan,  Papley. 

And  you  are  hereby  further  im powered  to  imprison,  remove,  con- 
fine, and  enlarge  on  theire  Parole  as  you  see  fit,  all  and  persons 
whatsoever  whom  you  may  know  or  suspect  to  be  disaffected  to,  & 
inimically  disposed  against  the  United  free  States  of  North  Aiaerios 
or  against  this  Commonwealth.  And  for  so  doing  this  shall  be  to  you, 
or  any  two  of  you,  a  sufficient  warrant  and  authority,  Giren  mider 
my  hand  &  seal,  this  first  day  of  August,  ono  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seven ty^seven. 

Indorted. 

"  Warrant  to  Gent>  of  the  Board  of  War  for  arrea^g  officers 
nnder  the  late  Government/' 

♦  See  page  469.    Also  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  264,  267. 

f  See  his  letters,  Aug.  8. 

t  Also  of  Council,  same  date  in  Arcliives. 
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(Coft).    Warrant  to  Arrest  Subpicious  Psrsons,  1777. 

In  Council;  Philadelphia^  Aagost  1,  1777. 
To  A.,  B.,  C.,  D.,  E.,  F.,  &c. 

PennsyWania  B8. 

Whereas  in  &  hj  an  Act  of  Assembly,  intituled  ^^  An  Act  oblige, 
ing  the  male  white  Inhabitantj  of  this  State  to  give  assurances  of 
''Allegiance  to  the  same;  &  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned/' 
passed  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  June  last,  it  is  declared  that  <<  there 
''  is  danger  of  having  the  seeds  of  discord  &  disaffection  greatly 
''  spread  by  persons,  whose  political  principles  are  not  kBown,  re-i 
«  moving  from  one  state  to  another ;  and  it  is  well  known  that  this 
''  state  is  already  become  (and  likely  to  be  more  so)  an  Asylum  for 
"  refugees  flying  from  the  just^resentment  of  their  Fellow  Citizens 
"  In  other  states :"  And  whereas  it  is  thereupon  enacted  &  provided 
**  that  every  person  above  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  who  shall  travel 
''out  of  the  County  or  City  in. which  he  usually  resides,  without  a 
"  Certificate  of  such  persons  having  taken  the  *  oath  or  affirmation 
" '  of  Allegiance'  aforesaid,  may  be  suspected  of  being  a  spy,  &  to 
"  bold  principles  inimical  to  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  taken 
"  before  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  peace  nearest  to  the  place  where 
"  he  shall  be  apprehended,  who  shall  tender  to  him  the  said  oath  or 
"  affirmation ;  and  upon  his  refusal  to  take  &  subscribe  the  said  oath 
"  or  sffirmatiom,  the  said  Justice  shall  commit  him  to  the  common 
"  Qoal  of  the  City  or  County,  there  to  remain  without  bail  or  main- 
"  priie,  nntill  he  shall  take  &  subscribe  said  oath  or  affirmation,  or 
"  produce  a  Certificate  that  he  hath  already  done  so ;  and  all  persona 
"  eoniiDg  from  any  of  the  other  United  States  into  this  state,  are 
"  hereby  required  to'  apply'  to  one  of  the  nearest  Justices  after  he 
"  enters  this  state,  &  take  &  subscribe  the  said  oath  or  affirmation^ 
"  upon  the  penalty  of  being  dealt  with  as  in  the  case  of  persons 
"  travelling  or  removing  out  of  th^  City  or  County  in  which  they 
"  usually  reside,  unless  he  can  produce  a  Certificate  that  he  hath 
"  taken  an  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  like  nature  in  the  state  from 
"  whence  he  came,  except  Delegates  in  Congress,  prisoners  of  war, 
"  the  Continental  Army,  and  foreign  Merchants  and  Mariners ;" 
and  whereas  the  time  limited  by  said  Act  for  persons  to  take  said 
oath  or  affirmation  is  expired,  &  yet  many  persons  whose  political 
principles  are  known  or  justly  suspected  to  be  inimical,  &  great 
numbers  wholly  unknown  do,  notwithstanding,  enter  this  state  aa4 
travel  thro'  or  continue  therein  without  producing  the  Certificate 
aforesaid,  or  giving  any  good  account  of  themselves^  to  the  great 
injury  of  the  common  cause,  these  arc  therefore  to  authorize  and 
enable  you,  A.,  B.,  C,  D.,  E.,  P.,  or  any  of  you  to  apprehend  the 
persons,  in  the  said  Act  of  Assembly  described,  offending  in  the 
prcmiees,  and  them  to  take  before  the  nearest  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
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in  order  that  they  may  be  dealt  with  acoordiDg  to  tho  direction  of 
the  Mtid  act.  And  all  Sheriff's^.  Coroner^s,  and  other  peace  offieen 
are  hereby  commanded  &  required  to  be  aiding  in  the  execution 
hereof.* 


AUTHORITT   TO  CalL  IN  AID  IN  AbRSSTING    OeRTAIN   PsR- 

BONS,  1777. 

In  council, 

Philadolphiai  August  2nd,  1777. 
Pennsyltania  L.S. 

Whereas  a  warrant  hath  been  issued  by  this  Gouncily  bearing  date 
yesterday yf  authorizing  you,  or  any  two  of  you  to  imprison,  &e.y 
diyers  persons  therein  named,  or  described;  and  whereas  assist- 
aD03  may  bo  necessary  form  the  peace  officers,  or  form  the  Militia, 
[tn  tJie  execution  of  the  said  warrant].  These  are  therefore  to 
authorize  and  impowcr  you  to  call  to  your  aid  and  assistance  snch 
and  so  many  of  the  peace  officers  and  of  tho  Militia  of  this  state  as 
you  may  find  necessary  in  tho  execution  of  the  said  warrant.  And 
all  officers,  civil  and  military  belonging  to  this  state  are  hereby 
enjoined  and  required  to  be  aiding  and  assbting  to  you  in  the  exe- 
cution of  tho  said  warrant. 

Given  under  my  hand  &  seal  this  second  day  of  August*  A.  D. 
1777. 

T.W. 
Directed^ 

To  Owen  Biddle,  Joseph  Dean,  Richard  Baohe^  David  BittenlKNise 
ft  John  ShoCi  Esquires. 


PRsaiDBNi  Wharton  to  Col.  Oalbraith,  1777« 

Philadelphia,  2<  Augnsty  1777. 
Siry 

I  wrote  to  you  on  the  28^  k  ZV  of  July,  ordering  out  a  Class  of 
the  Militia  of  your  County.  Yon  then  had  the  state  of  Intelligenco 
concerning  the  Enemy's  approach.  Our  latest  accounts  are.  That  their 
fleet  of  two  hundred  sail,  ahcr  hovering  off  the  Capes  with  a  fair  wind 
for  two  days,  had  on  Thurdsay  forenoon,  with  a  sontherlj  wind,  sailed 
away  to  the  East  North  East,  &  had  for  some  hours  before  the  aooounts 

*  This  paper,  like  most  of  those  from  the  Council,  is  a  rough  draoghii 
From  the  iiKlorsement  it  would  appear  thU  was  "  not  adopted.*'  It,  howoTsr, 
shows  the  views  and  feelings  of  the  times. 

t  Set  page,  478. 
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were  dated)  been  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Eye.  This  is  a  favourable 
eircamstance  for  this  state,  though  Oen^  W.,  with  a  considerable 
force  is  at  German  Town ;  for  the  mischiefs  of  actual  war  are  ycrj 
•efefe  &  grieTOUs.  Bnt  as  a  retreat  out  of  sight  may  be  only  a  new 
wile  of  Oen*  Howe,  the  Gen^  relaxes  nothing  till  he  find  him  else- 
where. We  therefore  can  make  no  alteration  of  our  instructions. 
The  chief  use  of  the  present  is  to  desire  you  to  provide  a  Guard  of 
2  Lientenantts,  8  Serg%  3  Coi«  &  40  privates  of  Militia  to  convey 
about  40  Prisoners  of  War,  &  20  Tories  to  Frederick,  in  Frederick 
Co.,  in  Maryland.  It  is  thought  necessary  to  remove  them  from  the 
City.  We  send  an  equal  guard  from  hcnce^  &  hope  you  will  be 
ready  to  relieve  them  at  Anderson's  Ferry.  From  the  mention  of 
their  departure  from  this  City  to  morrow  morning,  you  will  be  able 
to  ealculate. their  arrival  at  Susquehanna.  As  Council  wish  not  to 
pat  too  heavy  burdens  on  Militia^  they  hope  this  relief  may  be  had. 

I  am 

P.  8.  We  have  sent  ^3000  in  Cash  by  Mr.  Mio  Bowyer.     More 
lie  for  an  opportunity. 

J}irectedf 

To  GoL  Oalbraith. 


John  Mobrxs,  Jr.^  to  Pbesident  Wharton^  1777. 

Sir, 

I  am  extremely  sensible  of  the  Honor  done  by  your  Ezcellonoj 
&  the  Council  in  supposing  that  I  would  use  every  Exertion  for 
the  Bstablishme.nt  of  Government.  I  would  yoster  Evin'g  when 
with  M'  Vice-President  have  offered  my  service,  had  it  been  at  that 
Time  known  that  the  Enemy  had  retired  :  and  I  now  assure  your 
Excellency  that  I  will  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  strengthen  the 
hftods  of  Government — and  will  to  morrow  set  off  for  Lancaster  & 
Beadine,  In  Case  of  any  new  attempt  which  may  threaten  the  City 
in  my  absence,  I  must  beg  Leave  to  Eecommend  M'*  Morris  &  my 
Family  to  their  Protection. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Y'  most  Obed*  &  very 

hble.  Serv^, 

JOHN  MORRIS  Jr.* 

Philadelphia,  Aug"  2, 1777. 

Dirtctedy 

To  His  Ezoell',  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  Present. 

*  He  was  appointed  Attorney  of  the  Commonwealth  to  attend  the  Courts 
•r  Quarter  Sessions  at  Lancaster  &  Heading.  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XI, 
p.  268. 

Vol.  v.— 21 
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John  Morbis,  Ja.,  to  Timothy  Matulck,  1777. 
D'  Sir, 

I  send  yon  one  sett^f  the  Minutes  compleat  from  the  26^  Febiy.; 
— ^the  other  unstitched  wants  a  sheet,  which  I  belioTe  I  can  npplj 
at  the  State  Hoose,  next  time  I  oome  there. 

Y'  hble.  Sery*. 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr. 

Dtrecteily 

Tim'j  Matlack,  Esq'. 
Aug*  2-,  1777. 


General  Washington  to  President  Wharton,  1777, 

Philadelphia,  Augufit  4%  1777. 
Sir, 

The  great  expense  and  loss  of  time  that  has  attended  the  reoruiiing 
service  in  most  of  the  States  and  the  little  advantage  derived  from 
it  has  induced  Congress  to  recommend  the  Executive  powers  of 
each  to  adopt  certain  New  Regulations  for  promoting  this  important 
and  essential  businem  and  for  taking  it  entirely  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Officers  of  the  Army.  The  Resolve  on  this  Subject  and  the 
regulatioDs  recommended,  passed  on  the  31ult.,  and  will  I  presume, 
be  transmitted  you  by  the  president. 

I  will  not  urge  the  expediency  of  carrying  this  proeeedine  into 
immediate  execution.  I  shall  only  observe,  the  necessity  is  cSviooa 
and  that  it  demands  our  most  active  attention.  The  principal  cause 
of  my  troubling  you  at  this  time  is  to  request  that  after  the  persons 
recommended  are  appcunted  in  your  State,  you  will  be  pleased  to 
transmit  me  their  names,  their  places  of  residenee,  and  those  designed 
for  the  Rendezvous  of  recruits  and  Deserters.  As  soon  as  advised 
upon  those  Subjects  I  shall  recall  all  the  Officers  who  are  reemitiitt 
and  order  tbem  forthwith  to  join  their  respective  Corps.  Before  I 
conclude  I  would  beg  leave  to  mention  that  the  suceess  of  this  inter- 
esting business  in  all  its  parts,  will  depend  much  upon  a  judicious 
choice  of  those  who  are  to  be  employed  in  it;  and  that  I  think  the 
diatriets  should  not  be  too  large  &  extensive. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  ^reat  Reep^  < 

Sir,  Y'  Most  Obed*  Serv*, 

G*.  WASHINQTON. 

Directedj 

(On  public  service.)  To  His  Excellency  Tbo».  Wharton,  Esq", 
president  of  the  state  of  Pensylvania. 


lA  X 
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•  MiLiTABT  ARKAKGEMEirr  OP  Bakk,  1777. 

Hty  it  please  joar  Exeellenej; 

We,  the  subscribers,  being  the  Four  Captains  first  appointed  ia 
ibe  ninth  Pens'  Regim*,  beg  leave  to  Certify  to  jour  Ezcellencj  & 
the  Supreme  Council  that  we  ourselves  settled  the  Bank  we  thought 
we  were  Intitled  to-  (with  respect  to  each  other)  which  was  approved 
ft  confirmed  by  the  Council  of  Safety  in  their  arrangement  of  the 
Begim*,  as  will  appear  by  the  Dates  of  our  appointments  &  by  the 
arrangement  first  made.  We  therefore  petition  the  Hon*"*,  the 
Supreme  Council,  That  the  same  arrangement  may  stand  as  first 
made  ft  assented  to,  and  not  give  place  to  any  new  pretensions  of 
Officers  of  Junior  Appointment  on  pretence  of  having  Militia,  Flying 
Campi  or  antedated  Commissions. 

We  are  your  Excellencies  most  obedient 

Humble  servants, 

(1-V  JOSEPH  ERWIiV,  Cap*. 
(2-)  JOSEPH  M'CLELLAN,  Cap*. 
(3-)  THOS.  B.  BOWEN,  Cap*. 
{i^)  JOHN  DAVIS,  Cap*. 

Camp  near  Germantown,  4*^  August,  1777. 

The  Dates  of  our  former  Commissions,  and  Rank  in  the  Regular 
service  of  the  State  of  Pcns^ 

Joseph   Erwin,  Captain,  April  6%  1776. 

Joseph  H'Clellan,  ditto,  .  July,  15%  1776. 

Tbo".  B.  Bowen,  eldest  Lieut'  in  3  Batt",    .  April  6»^  1776. 

John  Davis,  Lieut*,  .  .  April  6*^,  1776- 

Resolved,  That  no  ofiicer  already  appointed  or  to  be  hereafter 
appointed  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  shall  Take  Rank  By 
Tirtue  of  a  Commission  antedated,  But  rank  shall  be  Determined  by 
the  time  of  appointment,  unless  Otherwise  directed  by  special  Reso- 
lution of  Congress. 

In  Congress,  April  !•*,  1777. 

A  Copy. 

Directed, 

To  His  Excellency,  Tho».  Wharton,  jun',  Esq',  President  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Ponsylvania. 
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Warrant  to  Arrest  Certain  Persons,  1777. 

In  Council, 

PhiladelpbU,  Aognsi  4, 1777. 

In  confonnity  to  a  resolve  of  Congress,  and  for  the  public  sa^Btj, 
we  authorise  you  or  any  of  you,  with  necessary  assistants,  to  im- 
mison  the  under  mentioned  persons,  and  to  dispose  of  them  as  set 
forth  opposite  to  their  names  hereto  subjoined — until  further. order, 
from  this  Council,  that  is  to  say,  Jared  Ingersol,  Esquire,  late  judge 
of  the  Admiralty,  to  be  sent  on  his  parole  to  Winchester  in  Virginia, 
there  to  confine  himself  within  six  miles  of  that  town,  or,  at  his 
option,  to  be  sent  to  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  under  like  restrio- 
tions.'*'  James  Tilghman,  Esquire,  late  of  the  council,  &c.,  to  be 
held  on  parole  at  any  place  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Delaware, 
and  within  six  miles  of  the  saroe.f  Cap* — Gumey,  (son  in  law  to  the 
late  J"*  Ross,  Esq.,)  restricted  to  his  house  in  the  city  on  parole. 
Doctor  Drummond,  late  Custom  house  officer,  on  like  terms  as  Cap'. 
Gumey,  John  Smith,— -Welsh  & — Bartlett,  late  Custom  house  officers, 
to  be  committed  to  the  state  prison.  M' — Sullivan,  druggist,  an 
officer  on  half  pay  in  the  British  service,  to  be  held  on  his  parole  at 
his  dwelling  in  this  city.  James  Humphreys  the  elder,  late  clerk 
of  the  orphan's  court,  to  be  held  on  his  parole  at  his  dwellinff  in  this 
city,  or  at  any  other  plaee  on  the  west  side  of  delaware,  and  within 
six  miles  of  the  same. 

Directed^ 

To  Coll.  Irvine,  Cap*.  Peale,  J".  Purviance,  Thomas  Bradford, 
Coll.  Clymer  &  Robert  Smith. 

Indorsement. 
Copy  of  Warrant  to  Coll.  Irwine  &  others — 1777,  August  4tli. 


Warrant  to  Arrest  Certain  Persons,  1777. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  August  4, 1777. 

In  conformity  to  a  resolve  of  Congress,  &  for  the  public  safety, 
we  hereby  authorize  you  or  any  of  you,  with  necessary  assistants,  to 
imprison  John  Penn,  Esquire,  late  Governor,  &c*.,&  to  remove  him 
to  such  place,  as  you  shall  see  fit ;  and  to  confine  &  enlarge  hia 
upon  parole  or  otherwise,  as  we  may  further  order.  At  preatnt 
sent  we  instruct  yon  to  allow  M^  Penn  to  remain  on  bis  parole  al 
house  In  confining  himself  to  the  distanoe  of  six  miles 

from  thence,  on  the  western  side  of  Schuylkill.;^ 

*  See  Col.  Ree.  Vol.  XI.  p.  291.  Letters  of  Conncil  to  him.  Aug.  8, 
p.  508.  ' 

t  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  XL,  p.  285,  and  this  Vol.  503. 

t  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  XL,  p.  264,  and  page  490  of  this  VoL 
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James  Loughead  to  Col.  Matlack,  1777. 

Philad-.  4  Aug*.  1777. 
Coll-.  MaUack. 
Sir, 

The  service  Required  of  the  firsi  and  second  Class  of  the  Citej  & 
Libertej  Malitia,  ezpiers  the  25  lDB^,Tbe  quarterraosters  have  noti- 
fied me  to  have  my  Acc^  of  Retaind  Rations,  prepair'd  against  that 
time.  At  present  I  labour  under  the  disadvantage  of  not  knowing 
mj  Rank  or  Rations.  As  I  have  not  as  yet  Reo*  any  Com'n  Would 
Just  observe  The  duty  I  have  to  perform  is  Double  to  that  of  a 
Paymaster  to  a  single  Batt".  and  consequently  Deserving  of  more 
pay  &c.  This  shall  submitt  to  His  Ezcelenoey  &  the  Honourable 
oouDcil,  To  whom  I  have  the  Honour  to  be  Their  &  y-  Obd^  Hum*. 
8ci«, 

JAMES  LOUGHEAD. 

N.  B. — ^Please  communicate  the  above  contents  to  His  excelenoey 
ft  the  Honourable  council. 

Directed. 

To  GoU-.  nmothey  Matlack^  Esq'.    Present. 


Lt.  Col.  Beokeb  to  the  Board  op  Wab,  1777. 

Camp  near  GennantowBi  Aug*.  4*^,  1777. 
Ctoitlemen, 

The  present  state  of  the  Sixth  Penn*.  Reg^.  is  not  so  good  as  I 
flattered  myself  a  few  months  agone  It  would  by  this  time  have  been, 
Two  of  my  Captains,  Loohry  &  Broadhead|  having  a  Considerable 
aam  of  money  advanced  to  them  for  the  reeruiting  Berviee,  And 
been  a  Considerable  time  absent  from  the  Reg^y  have  now  joyned  it, 
Cap'.  Broadhead  with  Four  recruits,  &  CapS  Lochry'*'  with  not  one, 
■ome  Time  in  the  Month  of  June  I  rec'  a  letter  from  Cap^  Loohry 
xeqneiting  a  sum  of  money  to  pay  for  the  Board  k  other  expenses  of' 
Forty  recruits,  which  he  Had  (as  he  inform*  me)  enlisted,  &  wou* 
Immediately  March  them  down,  accordingly  I  remitted  him  800 
dollars,  which  I  Imagino  he  can  render  but  very  poor  account  of,  he 
Informs  me  Oen^  Hand  On  his  way  to  Fort  Pitt,  fore*  his  recruits  to 
joyn  him,  but  has  not  a  scrawl  to  produce  from  (Jen^  Hand  to  prove 
ity  I  am  sensible  the  Hon^*«  Board  has  been  Impos*  on  by  him  k 
Mveral  others. — ^There  are  2  first  Lieu**.  Thomas  Gibson  k  Stephen 
Hanna,  And  4  Ensigns,  Peter  Bingham,  ChaP.  Gillispie,  Jn«. 
U*Kenny  k  Jonathan  Shaw,  who  have  not  Joyn*  the  Reg*,  nor  can 
I  give  any  account  of  them,  &  as  the  Reg*,  may  suffer  for  want  of 

*  Bee  Letter  of  Council  to  Col.  Locbry,  p.  488. 
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Officers,  I  woul*  beg  leave  to  Recommend  To  the  Kon*'**  Board  the 
three  following  QcDtlemen  for  Ensigns,  John  Markland,  Philip 
Snider  &  John  Foster,  whose  good  bchavour  in  the  service  deserves 
promotion,  particularly  M^  Markland  in  tho  Affair  of  the  26^^  June. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  Gentlemen, 

Your  Ob*.  Hum*»«  Ser^, 

HENRY  BECKER,  Lieu«.  Coll.  6'^  P.  B. 

Directed^ 
To  Hon*»«  Board  of  War. 


Col.  Barteem  Galbraith  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Lancaster  August  5th,  1777. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Sir,  Your  letters  of  the  28th  &  31st,  ultimo,  came  to  my  hands  on 
Saturday  afternoon  last,  that  that  of  the  31st  seemed  to  call  for  all 
such  who  would  as  Volunteers  turn  out  in  the  service  of  their  country 
at  this  critical  juncture,  by  Sunday  eavning,  I  had  express's  despatched 
to  the  several  Colonels  of  Battalions  already  fbrmed  within  this 
Coanty,  calling  on  them  for  three  class's  of  each  Company  in  their 
Battalions  to  march  as  quick  as  possible  to  Chester,  &  should  there 
not  be  occasion  for  the  whole  would  be  glad  of  a  line  by  the  post, 
tf  it  would  depopulate  such  parts  of  the  County  as  have  already 
<  formed,  much  I  am  at  a  loss  in  some  parts  of  the  County  for  want 
el  a  proper  assistanee,  thro'  my  sub-Iaeutenante,  want  of  activity  & 
veaolntfon,  &  am  unhappy  to  find  them  appointed  whose  reeolntion 
is  wanting,  thro'  the  obstinacy  of  the  Inhabitants.  I  have  already 
in  Lebanon  requested  the  Assistance  of  Col.^Curtis  Ombb,  a  man  of 
integrity,  who  I'm  In  hopes  will  be  of  Infinite  Service,  in  the  nart  of 
the  County  he  lives  in.  Mr.  Peart  who  is  appointed  there  I  oelieve 
is  a  very  honest  good  man  &  wishes  his  country's  sueoess,  but  mt  the 
iame  time  says  he  cannot  with  freedom  take  tbe  oath  of  Allegianee 
le  the  State,  who's  example  is  asainst  furtherinff  our  measures  in  bis 
'Beighborhood,  he  talks  of  his  resignation  which  I  wish  might  be  soon 
M  the  law  appoints  no  morerthan  five  to  my  assistance  in  the  Oonnty, 
ms  he's  a  German  ft  a  man  of  considerable  influence,  would  be  glad, 
how  smooth  those  things  might  be  Carried  on.  I'm  at  considerable 
loss  also  in  the  Borough  for  want  of  a  suitable  person  ft  hope  that  I 
nay  be  enabled  ^without  blame,  to  take  such  measures  in  onr  present 
*0itnation  as  may  seem  most  efiectual  for  the  PubNck  good.  Three 
Battalions  in  ibis  County  are  not  yet  formed  for  want  of  the  returns. 
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I  ha?e  boniicl  over  several  of  the  Constables  to  Court,  and  am  going 
mther  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Law,  which  is  Advertising  Electioos 
of  Field  Offioera  withoat  those  returns,  and  perhaps  thro'  the  Infla- 
AQoe  of  those  elected,  may  obtain  them.  A  guard  shall  be  in  readi- 
ness to  reeeive  the  Firisoners  of  War  &  Tories  at  Andersons  ferry  on 
their  arrival| 

I  have  the  hononr 

to  rest  your  Ezcellencis  most 

Obed*  Humble  Serv* 

f  BARTREM  GALBRAITH,  Lieut 
(  for  Lancaster  County. 

Directed^ 

On  Public  Service. 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  Pres^  for  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  Philadelphia. 


Lswis  Gronow  to  Timothy  Matlack,  1777. 

Chester  County  August  bi\  1777. 
Sir, 

In  the  orders  of  Council  of  the  28th  of  July,  they  Express  great 
dissatisfaetion  with  the  mode  of  hiring  substitutes.  As  the  advance 
of  sneh  large  premiums,  for  two  months  Service  is  unreasonable  and 
ahrard.  The  Lieutenants  of  Philadelphia  County  was  much  earlier 
in  procuring  substitutes  than  those  of  Chester,  and  as  I  am  informed 
they  gave  twenty  five  pounds  to  several  that  was  employed  the  news 
of  whieh  soon  reached  our  County,  we  were  obliged  to  give  nearly  the 
same,  and  we  cannot  prevent  persons  from  going  to  where  they  can 
|»i  the  highest  price,  that  are  not  of  the  Classes  under  Marching 
Olden,  We  shall  be  obliged  to  give  as  high  a  price  as  is  given  in  the 
neighboring  County's.  I  have  caused  notice  to  be  siven  to  those  of 
the  seoond  Class  in  the  district  allotted  to  me,  and  mid  that  very  few 
will  torn  out — &  Likewise,  have  rode  about  in  order  to  hire  substi- 
tates,  which  I  have  little  prospect  of  getting,  altho  I  have  ventured 
to  oflfar  Sixty  Dollars,  they  all  insist  on  having  as  much  as  was  given 
in  the  first  Class,  or  they  will  not  engage.  Several  have  told  mo 
that  for  twenty  five  pounds  they  would  go,  &  for  no  less.  I  am  of 
oppinion  with  the  Council  that  the  premiums  given  are  too  high,  but 
as  the  precedent  is  set,  wo  must  either  give  as  much  as  has  been 
given  or  do  without  men.  I  can  see  no  iniquity  in  giving  as  mueh 
at  this  time  as  heretofore,  altho  Harvest  is  over,  when  men  are  so  lost 
to  all  sense  of  their  duty,  by  not  turning  out  themselves  nor  finding 
a  person  in  their  stead.    I  should  be  glad  to  know  the  oppinion  of 


488  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  IHT. 

•Conncil,  whether  the  twenty  five  pounds  shftU  be  given  or  not  If 
it  is  to  bo  given  we  shall  want  a  considenble  sum  of  money.  We 
have  advanced  upwards  of  three  thousand  Dollam  to  the  pay-master 
of  the  Militia,  which  we  since  understand  Ought  to  be  done  by  the 
Continent  if  that  could  be  had  at  this  time,  it  would  be  of  use,  You 
will  be  kind  enough  to  let  me  know  the  oppinion  of  Council  aboat 
the  premium  to  be  given^  either  by  a  line  or  informing  the  bearer. 

I  am  Sir  your 

most  Obed^  hum.  Serv* 

LEWIS  GRONOW. 

JDirectedj 

Timothy  Matlack,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 

Fav'd  by      ) 
Maj"^  Braton.    j 


Ex.  Council  to  Lt.  Col.  Archibald  Lochrbt,  1777. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia  5th  August,  1777. 
Sir, 

Council  have  understood  that  you  have  been  called  on  by  General 
Han  J"*"  for  detacbmeuts  &  parties  of  the  Militia  of  Westmoreland  to 
defend  the  frontier;  that  you  have  granted  them  from  time  to  time, 
but  were  desirous  to  be  instructed  on  this  subject,  for  your  more 
asured  proceeding  in  such  cases. 

There  is  every  reason,  that  the  Continental  officers  on  your  side  of 
State,  be  sapported  by  you.  We  enjoin  you  to  give  them  all  such 
aid  as  may  be  in  your  power.  It  ought  not  to  be  supposed  that  they 
will  be  unreasonable;  but  if  you  find  that  any  requisition  is  burden- 
some to  the  people  you  should  prudently  remonstrate  to  the  officer 
ft  set  forth  the  inconveniencies. 

The  enemy's  fleet  have  shown  themselves  on  the  Coast  &  withont 
Delaware  Bay  many  times,  on  Thursday  Evening,  the  last  of  these 
appearances  was  made.  They  had  not  been  seen  again  when  the  last 
messenger  left  Lewes,  w^  was  Saturday  the  2d  Inst,  at  10  forenoon. 
We  have  a  considerable  Army  at  German  Town  under  Gen.  Wash- 
ington waiting  for  them.  Fifteen  hundred  Militia  are  embodied, 
moire  are  drawing  from  the  Counties.  Your  distance  and  former 
Services  induces  Council  to  spare  you.  We  hope  the  Care  of  the 
W^est-frontier  will  not  distress  you. 

I  am,  &c 
Directed^ 
To  Col.  Arch'  Lochrey  LIeu<  of  Westmoreland  County. 

*  See  page  486. 
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ExBCUTivB  Council  to  F.  Hopkinson  and  others,  1777. 

Philada.  August  8,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  multiplicity  of  Business,  which  has  for  several  dajs  engaged 
Council,  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  give  an  answer  to  the  applica- 
tion made  bj  your  Board  for  liberty  to  take  such  vessels  or  Materials 
as  may  be  wanted  by  you  for  the  Publick  Service — the  same  to  be 
valued  by  impartial  Judges,  &  the  owners  paid  acoordinsly — should 
they  demand  a  price  which  you  mtiy  Judge  unreasonable — this  is  a 
stretch  of  power  which  the  Ooancil  wish  at  all  times  to  avoid,  and 
think  it  more  eligible  that  Congress  pay  even  extravagant  prices, 
than  that  Council  at  present  encourage  such  a  measure  as  it  will  irri- 
tate those  who  are  our  friends  as  well  those  who  are  not,  &  will  be 
apt  to  produce  a  greater  Scarcity  of  goods  by  inducing  the  people  to 
Secret  them,  as  well  as  to  test  it,  will  tend  greatly  to  discourage  the 
importer* 

I  am  with  respect 

Gent  your  very  Hum. 

Directed^ 

To  Fm.  Hopkins(Hi|  Jno.  Nixon  &  Jno.  Wharton,  Esqrs. 


ExicuTivi  Council  to  Sheriff  of  Northampton  Co.,  1777* 

Phil-  6  Aug*,  1777. 
Sr, 

Before  this  reaches  you,  yon  have  doubtless  heard  that  the  lafe 
Oorernor,  his  officers,  &  the  officers  of  the  King  of  Oreat  Britaiui 
have  been  arrested  &  held  as  prisoners  of  War  on  Parole. 

It  18  but  equal,  that  thb  should  extend  to  all  parts  of  the  Country. 
Aeeordirigly,  we  send  you  a  form  filled  up  for  the  late'Prothonaryi 
Lewis  Gordon,  Esquire.  This  we  desire  you  to  get  executed  &  te 
return  to'  as  by  a  safe  hand.  Inclosed  is  a  power  to  act  in  this 
behalf.     Tour  attention  to  this  business  b  requested. 

I  am 
Sir  &e. 

Directedf 
To  the  Sheriff  of  Northampton  Ca,  John  Jennings  Esq'. 


21* 
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Warrant  to  Arrest  Lewis  Gordon,  1777. 

Bame  [as  on  page  484J  to  John  Jennings,  Esq'.,  sheriff!      date 
of  the  county  of  Northampton;  to  arrest  >  AugostS, 

Lewis  Gordon,  Esq.,*  J     1777. 

and  confine  him  at  his  dwelling  in  Easton,  (or  elsewhere  in  yov 
county,)  confining  himself  to  the  distance  of  six  miles  from  thence 
and  not  passing  over  to  the  east  side  of  Delaware. 


V.  P.  Georgb  Bbyan  to  General  Mifflin,  1777. 

Phikdelphia,  August  6,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  Council  agreeable  to  your  request  by  Mr.  Hiltsheimer,  has 
ordered  a  very  considerable  number  of  Waggonsf  to  the  City ,  they 
are  coming  in,  and  complaint  is  made  that  there  is  not  provender 
ordered  for  them.  It  is  of  great  importance  that  strict  justice  be 
done  those  people,  otherwise  they  may  hedtate  to  obey  any  futnre 
order,  however  necessary  it  may  be  in  the  time  of  distress,  which 
may  come  upon  ns.  The  Council  desire  to  know  whether  you  have 
oc<^on  for  any  of  these  Waggons  to  remove  stores  out  of  the  city  or 
not.  That  if  you  have  not,  they  may  be  discharged ;  as  they  are 
very  sensible  of  the  great  disadvantage  to  the  farmers  who  are  called 
out  thus  suddenly  to  assist  the  Citizens,  and  who  leave  their  fiums 
in  the  ploughing  season  with  great  reluctance  and  to  an  evident  dis- 
advantage. Thov  wi^h  you  also  to  give  them  vour  sentiments  as  to 
the  oountermanding  of  the  orders  given  for  the  Waggonap  bo  as  to 
^event  any  more  coming  down. 

I  am  &o.| 

G.  B.,  y.  P. 

Directed^ 
To  Genl.  Mifflin. 


♦  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XL  p.  261. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  XL  p.  261. 
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CbNTINBHTAL   NaVY  BoARD  TO  PrKSIDBNT  WhARTON,   1777. 

CoDtiDent&l  Nayy  Board^  6th  Aogoflti  1777. 

Sir, 

Application  having  been  made  to  your  Excellency  some  Days  ago 
by  a  Member  of  this  Board  in  Behalf  of  the  Board  for  a  Power  from 
iie  ^tate  to  take  such  vessels  as  may  be  wanted  for  lilre  Shipsi 
when  the  Owners  refuse  to  accommodate  the  Public  on  any  reaaon- 
aUe  TermS|  &  have  the  same  valued  by  impartial  Judges  &  ike 
Owners  paid  accordingly,  we  were  in  Hopes  we  should  have  heard 
from  the  Council  in  answer  to  our  application.  But  as  we  fear  this 
Hatter  has  thro'  a  multiplicity  of  Business  escaped  your  attention 
k  we  are  in  pressing  want  of  foar  more  Vessels  to  compleat  tho 
Bomber  of  Fire  Ships  ordered  by  Congress,  we  bes  leave  to  remind 
your  Excellency  of  this  matter,  &  request  the  opmion  of  Council 
iheienpdn.'*' 

We  are 

your  Excellency's 

most  obed't  h'ble  serv'ts, 

FRA'S  HOPKINSON. 
JOHN  WHARTON. 
JOHN  JUIXON. 

IHreeted, 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq%  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 


Congress  to  thb  Assbmbly,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  August  6, 1777. 
GeBtlemeUy 

The  Congress  having  ordered  generals  Schuyler  and  St.  Clair  to 
bead-quarters  that  an  enquiry  may  be  made  into  their  conduct,  and 
the  reasons  of  the  evacuation  of  ^Hcondcroga,  they  have  directed 
general  Gates  to  take  the  command  in  that  department^  and  to  repair 
tfaither  with  the  utmost  expedition. 

In  the  present  critical  state  of  our  affairs  in  that  quarter  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  some  vigorous  and  decisive  measures  should  be 
taken  to  stop  the  progress  of  the  enemy.  These  steps  should  be  taken 
aa  early  as  possible ;  as  the  consequences  of  delay  may  be  extremely 
disagreeable.   From  the  great  advantage  oar  enemies  have  over  us  in 

*  See  page  489. 
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the  facility  with  which  their  troops  may  be  transported  by  sea, to 
any  part  of  America,  they  will  always  have  it  in  their  power  to  make 
a  descent  before  the  continental  army  can  possibly  arrive  to  oppose 
them.  The  militia  therefore  whenever  this  happens  most  be  de- 
pended upon,  and  their  exertions,  I  trust,  will  never  be  wanting 
when  called  on,  either  to  defend  their  own  country,  or  to  join  with 
the  army  of  the  United  States  to  oppose  the  oommpn  enemy. 

I  am  therefore  most  earnestly  to  entreat  you  will  order  such  psrt 
of  your  militia  to  reinforce  the  array  under  general  Oatea  as  he  mav 
juoge  sufficient,  and  that  you  will  exert  yourselves  to  oomplj  with 
the  enclosed  requisition  of  Congress  without  the  least  delay,  i  have 
the  honour  to  be| 

Gent-, 

your  most  obed^  & 

very  h'ble  serv't, 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Prtaft 

P.  S.  I  must  request  your  attention  to  the  other  resolves,  here- 
with transmitted  as  recommending  the  most  effeetual  way  to  fill  up 
the  regiments,  &  to  suf^ly  the  continual  waste  of  men  oooaaicm'd 
by  the  eventa  of  war,  &  other  losses  unavoidable  in  an  army. 

DirecUdf 
The  Hon'ble  The  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl*. 


No.  1. 

In  Congress,  29  July,  1777. 
Resolved, 

That  an  enquiry  be  made  into  the  reasons  of  the  evacuation  of 
Ticonderoga  and  Mount  Independence,  and  into  the  conduct  of  the 
Oeneral-offieers  who  were  in  the  Northern  department  at  the  time  of 
the  evacuation. 

That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  digest  and  report  the  mode  of 
eonduoting  the  enquiry. 

July  80. 
Resolved, 

That  Major-general  St.  Clair,  who  commanded  at  Tioonderogi 
t^nd  Mount  Indibpendence,  forthwith  repair  to  Head-quarten. 

August  1. 

Reaolved, 

That  Major-general  Schuyler  be  directed  to  repair  to  Hatd- 
quarters. 
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That  General  WashiDgton  be  directed  to  order  snob  General- 
officer  as  he  may  think  proper,  immediately  to  repair  to  the  northern 
dapMrtment^  to  relieve  Major-general  Schuyler  in  his  command 
ih«re. 

'  That  Brigadier  Poor,  Brigadier  Patterson,  and  Brigadier  Boche 
db  Fsrmoy  be  direoted  to  repair  to  Head-quartera. 

AognatS. 

Besolyed, 

Thft  General  Washington  be  direoted  to  order  the  General  whom 
ke  shall  judse  proper  to  relieve  General  Schuyler  in  his  oommand, 
to  repuTy  with  all  possible  expedition,  to  the  northern  department, 

E'ring  him  directions  what  number  of  the  Militia  to  call  in  from  the 
»lee  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  bay,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania. 

That  notice  be  immediately  sent  to  the  Executive  powers  of  the 
said  States,  and  that  they  be  earnestly  requested  to  get  the  Militia 
in  those  parts  of  their  respective  States  most  contiguous  to  the 
northern  department,  ready  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning ;  and 
to  lend,  with  all  possible  expedition,  such  parts  of  them  as  the 
OoDoral  oommanding  in  the  northern  department  may  require,  to 
serve  till  the  15th  of  November  if  not  sooner  relieved  by  oonUnentai 
TrocMM^  or  dismissed  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  department, 
and  be  entitled  to  continental  pay  and  rations. 

That  the  commanding  officer  in  the  northern  department  have 
diooretionary  power  to  make  requisitions  on  the  States  aforesaid, 
fiOM  time  to  time,  for  such  additional  numbers  of  the  militia  to 
in  that  department  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  pahlio 


Whereas  it  is  represented  to  Congress  that  General  Washington 
b  of  opinion  that  the  immediate  recal  of  all  the  Brigadiers  from  the 
■orthem  department,  may  be  productive  of  inconvenience  to  the 

EUio  service : 
Mlved, 

That  the  order  of  Congress  of  the  1st  day  of  this  month  respect- 
ing the  said  Brigadiers,  be  suspended  until  General  Washington 
dull  judge  it  may  be  carried  into  effect  with  safety. 

Copy  from  the  Journals. 

WILLIAM  CH.  HOUSTON,  D.  Sec. 

By  order  of  Congress, 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Pres't. 

State  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Almighty  God.  And  after  they  had  Swora,  M'  Limback  sud 
now  you  arc  QaaliBcd  to  say  the  Trnth,  the  whole  Trath,  &  noihiog 
but  the  Truth.  What  reason  have  you  to  sapose  Henry  Funk  is  a 
Spy  ?  They  made  the  same  answer  as  before,  for  traveling  forwards 
&  backwards.  Then  M'  Limbaok  asked  them  again,  If  they  were 
convinced  in  their  Conscience  that  Henry  Funk  might  be  ar  Spy. 
They  said  Yes.  Then  M*'  Limbaok  asked  them  if  they  had  any 
other  Thing  to  say  against  s"  Funk  J  They  eaid  No.  Upon  this 
M'  Limbaok  oommitted  me  to  Goal.  This  is  the  Substance  of  my 
Trial  before  M'  Limbaok. 

HENRY  FUNK. 


Josxpn  Donaldson  and  Othe&s  to  Frss't  Whabton,  1777. 

York  Town,  6th  August^  1777. 

Sir, 

We  think  it  necessary  to  lay  before  you  the  inelofled  Deporitioos 
respecting  the  behaviour  of  some  Continental  Troops  on  their  mareh 
thro*  this  County,  the  2**  Instant 

They  Drove  three  of  the  Inhabitants  (men  of  respeetable  dian^ 
ter)  before  them,  bound  like  Criminals  Beveiml  miles,  and  insilled 
them  in  an  arbitrary  and  oruel  manner. 

They  beat  Dan>  Messerly,  one  of  the  Jostiees,  and  boasted  thej 
bad  got  a  Justice  of  the  Common  Wealth  their  Prisoner. 

The  reason  they  gave  for  using  Messerly  in  the  above  manaer, 
was  that  they  were  appreheniive  he  intended  to  reeeae  some  Friio- 
ners  they  had,  but  it  was  false,  for  he  was  sent  for  by  the  Woman 
of  the  House  to  judge  if  Dan^  May  was  fairly  inlisted,  besides  he 
came  unarmed  among  the  soldiers,'  and  is  an  old  man  aboat  sixty 
years  of  age. 

It  appears  that  G^o.  Fockler  was  riding  peaceably  on  tbe*highroad 
towardi3  his  own  Habitation,  when  they  dismounted  him  firaai  his 
Horse,  seised  bis  Property,  tied  his  hands,  and  drove  him  withoot 
any  reason  to  Yorktown. 

In  short,  their  whole  behaviour,  from  the  Testimony  of  many 
Witnesses  (towards  those  three  men)  appears  to  be  full  of  wanUmess 
and  Cruelty — more  like  a  Band  of  Ruffians  than  Gentlemen. 

We  would  be  glad  if  the  officers  could  be  brought  to  Jostios.  If 
the  Military  are  allowed  to  trample  on  the  Civil  power  with  impu- 
nity we  are  in  a  wretched  situation. 

The  Commander  of  the  Party  called  himself  Lieu*  William 
M'Cov ',  it  is  said  he  is  in  Captain  Steel's  Company,  bat  we  know 
not  what  Regiment. 

Lieu^  Reynolds  belongs  to  one  of  the  sizleen  additional  Regiments. 
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The  Ptonona  who  they  treated  ill  are  men  well  affected  to  the 
Camp  of  Liberty  and  their  Coaotrj. 

We  are  Sir, 

y  most  obed*  scrv**, 

JOS.  DONALDSON. 
MIOH'L  HAHN. 
JOHN  HAY. 

To  The  Hon^**"  Thomas  Wharton^  Esq'^  President  of  the  Supreme 
Exeeative  Council. 


Depositions  respecting  Riot  in  York  Co.,  1777. 

York  County,  ss.    August  3*,  1777 

Daniel  Messerly,  Esq',  of  the  County  aforesaid  being  dnely  quali- 
fied depoeee  and  says,  that  on  the  2*  day  of  August  instant  the 
deponent  »wafl  sent  for  by  the  Widow  Qraaf  |^f  Dovertown  in  the  said 
Coiin^y  at  whose  Request  the  deponent  went  to  her  House,  on  his 
rnmni  there  he  could  not  find  her,  on  his  pushing  at  one  of  the 
Room  doors  he  found  it  would  not  open  as  Elasy  as  usual,  on  his 

ring  the  door  he  perceived  two  armed  men  standing  as  Sentinels, 
a  person  came  out  of  the  said  Room  and  struck  this  deponent 
with  his  fist,  and  sundry  other  persons  (who  appeared  to  be  Soldiers) 
dragged  him  out  of  the  house  into  the  Street  and  there  beat  and 
abused  bim  in  a  cruel  and  barbarous  manner,  as  soon  as  they 
desisted  from  beating  this  deponent  they  took  bim  into  the  house 
and  confined  him  under  a  Guard  of  armed  men,  and  tied  his  hands 
behind  him,  and  drove  him  into  Yorktown  in  that  unworthy  situa- 
tion swearing  at  the  same  time  that  be  this  deponent  should  go  tied 
to  Gamp,  this  treatment  was  in  pursuance  of  Orders  given  by  persona 
who  this  deponent  is  informed  are  named  William  McCoy  and  Lieu* 
Reynolds. 

DANIEL  MESSERLY. 

Sworn  and  Subscribed  before  | 
me  this  3«  Aug.  1777.       j 

W-.  LEAS. 


Cnsper  Danner  of  York  County  duly  qualified  deposes  and  says, 
tkal  on  the  2*  August  instant  hearing  a  disturbance  at  and  near  the 
Widow  Oraafs  tavern  in  Dovertown  in  the  said  County,  and  being 
HDOOg  leveral  of  hia  Neighbonn  a  Speotator  there,  aeverai  man 
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(ifho  b«  is  sinoe  informed  were  Soldiere  trader  the  comnnnd  of 
Lieu^  Reynolds  of  one  the  additional  Reg^)  fell  on  him  this  deponeflt 
and  beat  and  abased  him  in  a  Barbarous  and  Cruel  manner,  and 
further  this  deponent  deposes  that  he  saw  several  men  of  the  same 
party  knock  down  beat  and  abuse  Dan^  Messerlj,  Esquire,  that  this 
ddponent  heard  several  of  the  said  party  swear  that  if  any  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  Dovertown  aforesaid  came  out  of  their  houses,  they 
would  knock  them  down. 

CASPER  DANNS& 

'  Swom  and  Snbacribed  before  1 
me  this  3*  Aug*,  1777.        J 

W-.  LEAS. 


Catharine  Graaf  of  York  County,  Widow,  being  daelj  qualified 
deposes  and  says,  that  a  party  of  men  (as  she  is  since  informed) 
under  the  Command  of  Lieu'  Reynolds  of  one  of  the  additional 
Regiments,  Came  to  her  house  in  Dovertown  in  the  said  Oonnty  on 
the  2^  of  this  instant,  August,  and  apprehending  one  of  ^er  Nogh- 
hours,  Captain  Dan^  May  of  the  Militia  had  been  foulj  inlisted  hj 
this  party,  at  whose  Request  she  this  deponent  sent  for  the  next 
Justice  of  the  peace  Dan^  Messerlj,  Esq',  that  this  deponent  being 
in  a  Room  wherein  the  said  party  had  their  prisoners  Confinedi  the 
door  of  which  the  said  Dan^  Messerly  had  pushed  open,  he  the  said 
Dan^  Messerlj  was  opposed  bj  several  of  the  partj  who  took  him 
oat  of  the  house,  and  after  some  time  brought  him  in,  and  he 
appeared  to  this  deponent  to  have  been  verj  much  abused  and  beat 

her 
CATHARINfi  H  GRAFF. 

mark. 

Swom  and  Subscribed  before  'I 
me  this  3*  Aug*,  1777.       J 

W-.  LEAS. 


Captain  Daniel  Maj  of  the  York  Countj  Militia  being  dnely 
qualified  deposes  and  says,  that  on  the  2*  of  this  Instant,  August, 
being  on  his  Return  home  from  Yorktown  it  came  on  to  rain,  to 
avoid  which  he  put  in  at  the  Widow  Graafs  tavern  in  Dovertown, 
where  there  was  a  partj  of  men  (as  he  is  sinoe  informed^  were  under 
the  Command  of  Lieu^  Rejnolds  of  one  of  the  additional  Regiments, 
one  of  which  partj  (after  asking  this  deponent  several  qoeitioni) 
lold  this  deponent  he  would  tell  him  a  fine  story  how  ka  had  enlisled 
taman,  and  he  would  leave  him  this  deponent  to  Jad^if  il  fnasot 
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«  £ur  inlistmenti  that  the  said  person  drew  nearer  this  deponent,  and 
had  some  thing  rq^ed  up  in  his  hand  which  this  deponent  thought 
was  paper  money,  this  deponent  then  moved  further  from  him  and 
loM  him  him  to  stand  off,  tho  said  person  notwithstanding  made 
towards  this  deponent  and  took  him  bj  the  hand  asking  him  if  that 
WM  not  a  fair  inlistment,  this  deponent  then  replied  that  if  he  had 
ialiated  a  man  in  that  manner  he  had  no  objection  and  desired  him 
to  stand  off  as  he  desired  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  him,  that  sun- 
diy  of  the  said  party  seized  him  this  deponent  and  confined  him 
under  a  Guard  swearing  ho  this  deponent  was  one  of  their  Soldiers, 
that  the  person  this  deponent  is  informed  was  Lieu*  Reynolds  tied 
this  deponents  hands  behind  him  and  drove  him  to  Yorktown,  While 
he  this  deponent  was  under  the  said  Guard  he  requested  the  Land« 
lady  to  send  for  Justice  Messerly,  who  came  at  his  Request,  and  as 
he  the  said  Justice  Messerly  opened  the  room  door  in  which  he  was 
confined  one  of  the  party  struck  the  said  Messerly,  that  as  they  were 
marohing  towards  York  tied  as  aforesaid  this  deponent  saw  some  of 
the  party  strike  the  said  Messerly  with  their  Guns,  that  the  said 
fsrtj  intaltod  and  abused  the  said  deponent  and  Justice  Messerly, 
aaking  their  boast  that  they  had  a  Justice  and  a  Oaptain  their 
yriaoners. 

DANIEL  MAT. 

Sironi  and  Sabscribed  this  3' 
^ug',  1777,  before  me. 

W-.  LEAS. 


} 


George  Fockler  of  York  County  being  duely  qualified  deposes  as 
follows :  that  on  the  2'  of  this  instant,  August,  as  this  deponent  was 
on  the  high  road  on  his  Return  home  from  Yorktown  that  a  person 
(who  he  is  since  informed  is  Lieutenant  Reynolds)  and  a  party  of 
men  made  this  deponent  dismount  from  his  horse,  seized  him,  tied 
bia  hands  behind  him,  riffled  his  pockets  and  took  thereout  some 
powder  and  gun  flints,  detained  his  horse  and  a  Gun  and  drove  him 
to  Yorktown. 

GEORGE  FOCKLER. 

Swore  and  Subscribed  before  ) 
me  3*  Aug*,  1777.  J 

W-.  LEAS. 


John  Kurtz  of  York  County  being  duely  Qualified  deposes  as 
ttSlowB :  that  on  the  2*  Instant,  in  the  Evening,  Setting  in  his 
Neighboaz8  porch  in  Manohester  township  near  Yorktown,  his 
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noigbbonrs  wife  says  to  him  '*  they  are  bringing  Jostice  Messerly 
tied/'  that  this  deponent  left  the  porch  with  intfpt  to  go  home,  tbtt 
one  of  the  Soldiers  who  had  Messeriy  confined  stepped  ont  of  the 
ranks  and  ordered  him  this  deponent  to  stop  and  go  no  further,  tbii 
deponent  told  him  here  was  his  house  and  he  wanted  to  go  home, 
that  a  person  who  this  deponent  is  informed  is  Lieutenant  Reynoldi 
Btruok  this  deponent  with  a  Club,  that  one  other  of  the  said  party 
whose  name  (this  deponent  is  informed)  is  Ogilvie,  drew  his  swoid 
and  swore  he  would  take  him  prisoner,  Upon  this  he  thia  deponent 
made  his  Escape  into  one  of  his  neighbours  houses. 

JOON  KURTZ. 

Sworn  and  Subscribed  this  3* 
Aug*}  1777;  before  me. 

W-.  LEAS. 


} 


John  Better  of  York  County  being  duly  qualified  depoaefland 
Bays  that  on  the  2^  instant  this  deponent  was  standing  in  hia  &then 
door  in  Manchester  township,  three  men  belonging  to  a  |Mtfty  of 
Soldiers,  commmandcd  as  this  deponent  is  informed  by  Lieu*  Rey- 
nolds of  one  of  the  additional  Reg*',  laid  hold  on  this  deponent,  tvo 
of  whom  held  him  and  the  third  of  the  name  of  Ogilvie,  as  he  it 
informed,  beat  him  with  his  naked  sword,  others  of  the  party 
dragged  him  through  the  house  and  struck  at  him  with  a  Toma- 
hawk and  threatened  to  take  him  prboner. 

JOHN  DETTER.* 

Sworn  and  Subscribed  this  3*^  ) 
Augty  1777|  before  me.        ) 

W-.  LEAS. 


Jambs  Gregory  &c.  to  Prksidekt  Wharton,  1777. 

Carlisle  Aug*  7th,  1777. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  have  sent  you  (^  Captain  Matthew  Oregg,  who  Marehei 
to  morrow  with  the  first  Company  of  Militia  from  the  second  Batta- 
lion for  this  County)  the  Return  of  Officers  of  the  Fifth  BattalioUi 
in  order  for  having  their  Commissions  sent  them.     The  Militia  of 

*  See  letter  of  Sup.  Exec.  Council  to  J.  IXonaldson,  Aug.  10,  on  page 

AuffuH  t, 
[By  Resolution  of  this  date  of  the  Supreme  EzeoutiTe  Coundl  the  loqgtr 
eontSnusnce  of  tbe  Stote  *'  Board  of  War  *'  is  unoeoessary— they  are  aoeord- 
iagly  diseharged  with  a  tote  of  thanks.    Set  Col.  Reo.  Vol,  xL  f-  W.] 
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this  County  we  are  eDdeavooriftg  to  send  oat  with  all  Possible  expe- 
dition, (he  first  Chtts  we  are  in  hopes  will  Turn  oat  well,  the  sabse- 
qneni  Glasses,  we  flatter  ourselves  will  in  their  call  do  the  same ; 
bat  we  ttiU  Labour  under  Difficalty  for  the  want  of  a  Lieutenant  for 
this  County,  which  we  apprehend  should  be  in  or  near  this  Town, 
4t  which  we  hope  your  Ezceleacy  will  consider^  and  appoint  one  for 
GumberlaDd  County. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be  with  all 

due  Respects, 

your  Excelencys 

very  Hum*  Ser**, 

JAMES  GREGORY, 

GEO.  SHARP. 

IHreetedf 

His  Exdency,  Thos.  Wharton,  Jnn'.,  President  of  the  Exeouti?a 
Council  of  the  Common  Wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

SCapt.      I 
.  Gregg.  I 


Stats  Navy  Board  to  Supreme  Exec.  Council,  1777. 

State  Navy  Board  Aug«  7**,  1777. 
Oentlsnuin,. 

Next  Monday  the  Paymaster  informs  us,  he  shall  be  obliged  to  go 
down  the  River  to  pay  the  different  crews  belonging  to  the  State 
fleet  And  all  the  Money,  he  says,  is  applied,  so  that  at  present| 
W0  cannot  command  a  Farthing.  The  Hoard  wou'd  be  glad  the 
Honourable  Council,  will  take  the  Matter  into  their  immediate  Con- 
•deration  &  furnish  us  with  a  sum  adequate  to  our  exigencies 

Agreeable  to  your  Order  of  yesterday  We  requested  Commodore 
Haadwood  to  furnish  two  Pilotts  for  y«  Continental  Vessels,  which 
lie  immediately  appointed,  one  whereof  was  Joseph  Gambles  Chevaux 
da  Friae  Piiott  who  was  ordered  on  board  the  Ship  Delaware,  Capt 
Alexander^  to  take  charge  of  the  Ship  &  carry  her  thro'  the  Chevaux 
de  Friaosy  where  he  was  to  remain  on  board  untill  furthur  Orders, 
ABd  when  he  was  called  upon  by  the  s'  Capt.  he  lefus'd  to  repair  on 
Board. 

By  Order  of  y«  Board, 

•  JOSEPH  BUJWBR,  C  M. 

J)irectedf 

To  the  Honourable  The  Supreme  Executive  Council;  of  the  Corn- 
Wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Board  of  War  to  Prb6idint  Whabton,  1777. 

Wtf  Office,  Auff  7|  177T. 
Sir, 

I  have  it  in  Direction  from  the  Boftrd  of  War,  io  request  ditt  jos 
will  furnish  Elias  BoudiDot,  Esq'  Commissary  General  of  Prisoning 
with  such  Number  of  Militia  as  he  shall  horn  Time  to  Time  leqoin 
either  for  guarding  or  removing  the  Prisoners  in  this  State. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Your  very  obed  Serv*, 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Secj. 

Directed.    On  Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  the  President  &  the  Executive  Council  of  PeDfr 
sylvania.  rec'd  Aug*  9,  1777« 

War  Office, 

Richard  Peters,  Sec'y. 


James  TaanMAN  to  Supreme  Executive  Council,  1777. 

Walnut  Street,  Aug*  the  8«»,  1777. 
Sir,^ 

Upon  maturely  considering  the  Parole  which  has  been  oflered  ne 
by  the  honorable  Board  I  do  not  find  myself  free  to  aooept  it  With- 
out the  least  insinuation  that  I  have  been  guilty  of  any  thing  whioh 
renders  me  suspioious,  I  am  tiken  up  and  considered  in  tha  light  of 
a  Prisoner  of  War,  and  as  such  I  am  to  conduct  myself,  whioh  sab^ 
jects  me  to  be  called  upon  and  imprisoned  even  the  next  day  alter  I 
have  signed  the  Parole.  I  am  not  only  prohibited  from  giving  inlet 
ligenoe  of  publiok  affiurs  to  the  Commander  of  the  British  forMB  and 
all  persons  under  him,  but  to  any  other  person  whatever,  which  pi^ 
eludes  me  from  writing  and.even  speaking  to  my  friends  or  aoqoaia^ 
ance.  For  how  shall  I  know  what  other  people  may  call  pubiisk 
affairs  t  And  thus  I  must  either  be  secluded  from  all  sooki  aad 
friendly  intercourse  or  run  the  risk  of  inourring  the  odioos  impata* 
taon  of  breaking  my  Parole.  With  regard  to  my  liberty,  the  terms 
of  the  proposed  Parole  confine  me  to  my  house  in  Town,  and  I  eai^ 
not  walk  the  street,  the'  I  may  go  into  the  Country  to  the  distance 
of  six  Miles,  on  the  west  side  of  .Delaware.  And  with  respect  to 
my  going  to  Maryland,  where  my  family  is  and  all  my  Estate  whioh 
affords  me  any  income  Ijcs,  I  can  only  visit  my  family  but  eannol 
^  to  my  Estates.  For  it  happens  that  the  chief  pari  of  my  family 
IS  not  on  either  of  my  Estates.    For  these  reasons  I  oauiol  prsifail 
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<m  myself  to  accept  of  tbe  proposed  parole.  Yet  to  avoid  the  hor- 
ma  of  a  Goal,  aifd  the  diatroaa  my  ooDfinement  wonJd  hdng  upon 
my  absent  family,  (altho'  I  think  the  proceeding  against  me  is  the 
moat  arbitrary  that  can  be  imagined,  being  imprisoned  by  a  Precept 
which  expresses  no  offence,  and  altho'  my  Imprisonment  is  totallj 
unmerited  and  altogether  contrary  to  the  express  terms  of  the  oon- 
•dtution  ander  which  the  Council  act)  I  am  willing  to  dve  a  Parole 
obligiDg  myself  not  to  do  any  thing  injurious  to  the  United  States 
and  not  to  give  any  intelligence  to  the  commander  of  the  British 
forces  or  any  person  under  nim ;  To  have  Liberty  to  visit  my  family 
and  ESstates  in  Maryland  on  two  days  notice  to  the  President  or  Vice 
president,  and  when  in  Pensylvania  to  confine  myself  to  my  dwelling 
house  in  town  and  six  miles  round  on  the  west  side  of  Delaware,  or 
to  have  my  general  residence  fixed  in  Maryland^  with  liberty  to  come 
to  Philadelphia  occasionally,  upon  permission  of  the  President  or 
yioo  president.  These  terms  in  my  opinion  are  abundantly  sufficient 
to  guard  the  publick  against  any  danger  from  a  man  of  honor,  as  I 
am  supposed  to  be  by  having  a  Parole  offered  me,  and  I  hope  I  may 
not  be  thought  impertinent  in  proposing  them.  But  if  the  honorable 
Board  are  not  in  the  same  sentiment  I  must  submit  to  my  fate  what- 
ever  it  may  be,  lamenting  that  the  times  are  such  that  a  man's  inno- 
cence is  not  his  safety. 

I  am,  Sir,  Y'  Most  Ob*  Servant, 

JAMES  TILGHMAN  * 

Direeiefff 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Whartcn^  Esq',  President  of  the 
Council  of  Pensylvania. 


Supreme  Executive  Council  to  Jaked  Ingersoll,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  August  8, 1777. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  Council  to  acquaint  you  that  from  the  present 
situation  of  afiairs,  as  well  on  your  own  account  as  from  other  con- 
■identiooa,  it  will  be  most  proper  for  you  to  remain  in  thb  city  for 
a  frw  weeka,  and  they  recommend  it  to  yon  to  do  so. 

With  great  respect  I  am 

Your  very  humble  servant^ 


JDtreeted, 
To  Jared  Ingersoll,  Esq',t  Present. 

*  See  page  484,  and  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  xl.  p.  286. 
j*  8eo  page  484. 


T.  M. 
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Pbib'x  Whabton  to  Maqibtkatbs  01  THs  Cotmrisfl,  1777. 

In  Cooncily  PhikdelpkiA,  Angoft  8, 1T77. 

Sir, 

The  Fleet  of  the  enemy  has  not  beeh  seen  on  our  ootst  for  «gkt 
days  past,^  which  renders  It  probable  that  the  wagons  ordered  fron 
your  county  will  not  be  wanted ;  and  as  the  expense  will  be  eDO^ 
moas,  you  are  therefore  hereby  directed  to  stop  the  waggons  from 
coming  down  until  further  orders ;  and  we  request  you  to  send  im- 
mediate notioci  by  express  if  necessary,  to  the  Wagon  Masters  of 
this  orderi  that  it  may  bo  effectually  complied  with. 

I  am  your  very  humble  servant, 

THO.  WHARTON,  jun.,  Pn^, 


Henry  Fisher  to  State  Navy  Board,  1777. 

Lewistown  Aug*  y*  8,  1777. 

Gentlemen, 

Having  this  opportunity  by  Cap^  John  Learmonth,  I  shall  give 
you  the  Best  intelligence  from  here  KcspectiDg  the  pirate  ships, — 
there  is  one  frigate  and  tender  lying  at  the  Brown,  one  frigate  and 
tender  in  our  Road,  and  two  frigates  that  Cruise  of  and  Near  the 
Cape,  sometimes  they  come  in  and  stay  a  tide  and  then  out  to  sea. 
Oq  Tuesday  last,  Cap^  Murphcy  went  up  to  Cedar  Creek  to  take 
possession  of  some  craft  that  was  there  that  the  torrys  go  off  to  the  ships 
to  trade  with,  but  upon  Cap*  Murpheys  entering  the  Creek  he  found 
a  Sloop  that  had  lately  arlv'd  from  New  York  with  several  articles 
such  as  Salt,  Rum,  Sugar,  Coffee  &  Tea,  &c.,  &c,  he  Boarded  her, 
but  the  men  took  to  the  marsch  that  belonged  to  her,  and  Cap*  Mor- 
phey  pursued  them  but  could  not  over  take  them,  however  he  took 
four  other  Qentlemen  that  was  going  down  to  trade  with  Baooo, 
Eggs,  &c.,  &o.,  the  Cap*  brought  the  Sloop  out  and  got  dowQ  to  onr 
Creek's  mouth  that  night,  but  could  not  get  his  pnse  in,  the  next 
morning  there  came  a  schooner  tender  Belonging  to  the  Ship  in  our 
Road,  and  three  Cutters,  to  Retake  s*  Sloop,  upon  which  a  smart 
engagement  begun  which  lasted  above  half  an  hour,  when  to  Cap^ 
Murpheys  credit  be  it  spoken  that  he  made  them  shear  off,  altho'  the 
Schooners  mettle  must  have  been  much  heavier  than  the  Barges,  the 
Cutter  was  obliged  to  towe  the  Schooner  off,  and  I  am  certain  that 
she  must  have  Rec'  some  considerable  Damage,  for  I  was  looking 

*  They  did  not  recdve  the  followhig  letter  tin  the  10th. 
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with  a  ghtfs  the  whole  time  of  the  aotion ;  Gap^  Marphy  Bee'  yery 
little  damage  save  heing  hurnt  in  the  face  with  his  own  gun  by  her 
blowing  from  the  touch  hole.  The  Sloop  he  got  safe  into  our  Creek 
where  he  would  be  glad  to  haye  your  orders.  There  is  a  constant 
trade  from  the  ships  to  Cedar  Creek,  and  I  think  if  you  could  spare 
one  of  your  small  galleys,  the  yessels  they  trade  in  might  be  taken , 
they  are  a  Sloop  and  Schooner,  and  mount  two  six  pounders  and 
Mma  fiwiyels  each,  they  are  there  once  or  twice  a  week  certainly. 
Oap'  Murphey  desires  that  you  would  send  him  down  powder  &  bail 
as  far  as  Mr.  John  Clowes  near  this  place,  please  to  fail  not  as  he  if 
in  want  of  it. 

Colonel  Hichardson  is  encamped  at  M'  Clowes  about  13  miles  from 
this  he  has  taken  up  seyend  of  our  Damd  Rascals  of  torrys  and  I 
belieye  he  will  doe  a  great  deal  of  Seryiee  here ;  Cap'  Murphey  took 
seyeral  letters  in  the  Sloop  which  he  sent  to  Colonel  Richardson  to 
be  forwarded  to  Congress,  they  are  from  the' infamous  Tho'*  Robin- 
son, late  of  this  place  but  now  an  inhabitant  of  New  York,  I  hopo 
the  letters  will  come  safe  to  hand  and  shall  take  it  as  a  fayour  if 
Mesa'  Bradfords  would  haye  them  put  in  their  useful  Paper. 

I  fear  Oentlemcn  that  I  haye  tired  you  with  my  long  appistle, 
boweyer  you  must  excuse  your  humble  Sery^ 

HENRY  FISHER. 

Directedf 

To  The  Honorable  the  State  Nayy  Board. 

[Reod  10  August,  Ab'  i  past  8  o'clock  P.  M.] 


John  Hublby  to  Supreme  Executive  Council,  1777* 

Lancaster;  Aug.  S^\  1777. 

D^Sir, 

I  haye  rcceiyed  your  fayour  *^  Express,  with  one  hundred  tayem 

Licences  Bonds,  Sui. 

Yesterday  our  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  closed,  after  doibg  the 
business  thereof  in  the  greatest  good  order.  A  yery  respectable 
Grand  Jury  attended,  and  returned  25  bills  for  various  offences 
against  the  Commonwealth,  seyeral  offenders  were  tried  by  a  respec- 
table Petit  Jury,  conyicted  and  Judgment  passed  on  them  according 
to  Law,  and  this  morning  had  their  punishment  inflicted  at  the  Public 
Whipping  Post;  during  the  whole  session  a  large  number  of  reputa- 
ble Inhabitants  of  this  County  attended  and  the  appearance  of  satis- 
faction was  yisible  in  their  countenances. 

Vol.  v.— 22 
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I  shall  in  a  few  days  have  the  satisfiMtioii  to  see  jon,  if  natIuo| 
comes  in  the  way. 

I  am, 

Your  very  bumble  Serv^, 

JOHN  HUBLET. 

P.  S.  I  ooald  wish  you  would  throw  a  few  lines  into  the  Papm 
that  so  good  a  beginning  has  been  made  in  Lan'  County  of  the  al* 
ministration  of  Justice. 

Directed, 

Timothy  Matlaok,  Esq',  Secretary  of  the  S.  E.  Council  for  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania^  Philad*. 


John  Morris  Jr.  to  Supreme  Eicbcutive  Council,  1777. 

Lancaster,  Aug«  8**,  1777. 
D'Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  of  inclosing  a  letter  for  M"  MorriS|  whioh  I 
must  beg  the  Favour  of  you  to  send  by  your  Door-keeper,  who  goes 
by  my  door  to  his  own  house. 

We  have  had  a  pretty  large  Court  here,  Tall  oircumatanoea  con- 
sidered) and  every  thing  has  been  conductea  with  great  order  and 
decorum,  I  presented  26  Indictments,  25  of  which  were  found  by  the 
Grand  Jury,  which  was  as  respectable  a  one  as  any  I  remember  to 
have  seen  in  the  County.  The  opening  the  Channel  of  Justice  seems 
to  give  a  pretty  general  satisfaetion,  tho'  the  countenanoee  of  some 
plainly  shewed  their  dissatisfaction,  however  they  said  nothing.  We 
convicted  several  felons,  3  of  whom  received  their  punishment  this 
morning. 

I  am  Sir,  Y' 

very  hble  Serv* 

JOHN  MOBfilS. 

Directed f 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Eaquire,  Secretary  at  Philiidelphia, 
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Ibaao  Mslghob  to  T.  Matlaok^  1777. 

Sir, 

I  puehaiad  of  Itaao  Haff  Eleven  oords  &  three  quarters  of  t  oord 
of  Oak  Wood  for  the  use  of  the  United  Sutea,  for  which  I  paid  him. 
66fl.  p.  cord^  the  highest  price  I  have  hitherto  paid  for  Wood,  A 
agreeable  to  what  ia  allowed  (or  approved  of)  to  be  given  bjr  the 
board  of  War.  Daring  the  laafc  Winter  none  was  pnrohaaed  at  m 
higher  i»te  than  408.  p.  oord.  The  price  of  wood  will  be  Ten 
poonda  p.  oord  next  Winter  if  nothing  ia  done  to  prevent  it. 

I  am  Sir^ 

your  most     * 

obed't  h'ble  Svt 

ISAAC  MBLCHOB. 

J>.  G.  M. 

Phi.,  9  Aug,  1777. 
Directed. 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq.,  Faent 


Proposals  fbom  Db.  Robebt  Habbis  fob  making  or  Salt: 

In  answer  to  the  Proposals  for  a  Partnership  Concern  between 
the  Honourable  The  Executive  Council  for  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Robert  Harris. 

TERMS. 

1.  That  the  Stock  in  hand  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  thq 
nanu&cture  of  Common  Salt,  be  £  ,  of  which  Government  to 
advance  three-fourths,  and  R.  Harris,  one-fourth  part. 

2.  That  every  Expence  &  Charge  attending  the  maintenance  ft 
Carrying  on  of  said  undertakiog,  as  well  as  the  Transportation  of 
the  Salt  when  made  to  market,  shall  be  borne  by  the  Parties  hereto 
in  like  proportion,  [the  Government  their  tkree-fourths,  &  R.  Harris 
his  one-fourth  part.] 

8.  All  Repairs,  when  necessary,  to  be  made  as  soon  as  possible^ 
k  the  expenccs  borne  in  the  above  proportion  by  the  parties  aforesaid 
-—bat  Government  in  particular  to  make  good  all  damagea  sustained 
by  or  on  account  of  the  Enemy. 

4.  Government  not  to  interfere  in  the  Prices  of  any  Salt  made  in 
this  Factory.  Or^  if  they  shou'd,  that  this  Partnwship  then  cease. 
And, 
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5.  For  tbe  more  expeditious  Carrying  on  of  the  same,  'Tis  ex- 
pected that  they  will  for  all  workmeo  emfdoyed  obtaiii  an  exemption 
mm  military  services,  whether  wood-cntterS|  salt  men  or  waggoners, 
except  upon  an  invasion  of  the  Enemv  into  the  Neighboarbood|  or 
upon  extraordinary  Occasions  of  that  kind. 

6.  In  Consequence  of  which  R.  Harris  is  to  take  upon  him  the 
sole  Charge,  Management,  &  Direction  of  the  whole  undertaking,  ft 
insUy  to  pay  into  the  hands  of  one  equal  third  part 
of  the  n*  Profits  arising  therefrom,  k  R.  Harris  to  retain  for  hit 
Share  two  third  parts  of  the  n*  Profits  as  aforesaid. 

7.  All  aeconnts  to  be  settled  and  adjusted  in  behalf  of  Oovenh 
ment  by  Trustees  named  and  R.  Harris  every  three  months^  during 
the  Continuance  of  this  Partnership. 

&  8.  At  the  Expiration  of  the  Term  of  Time  limited  for  said 
Partnership's  Continuance,  That  the  whole  Stock  &  Implements  on 
hand  of  whatever  kind,  be  sold  or  divided  as  may  be  then  thought 
most  advantageous,  &  appropriated  to  the  Use  of  the  Parties  oon- 
oemed.  Each  Party  sharing  their  proportion  of  the  Loss  ft  Profits 
therein. 

9.  That  the  Commencement  of  this  Partnership  be  as  soon  as  aU 
the  Works  are  ready  &  in  Order.  R.  Harris  to  retain  the  proper 
use  &  Benefit  of  his  own  Works  until  that  time. 

These  being  the  most  material  articles  under  Consideration,  yoa 
have  with  them  my  Idea  of  the  afikir  in  general.  They  are,  how- 
ever submitted  to  your  Perusal,  &c.  Shall  be  glad  to  know  your 
nind  also  upon  the  subject  as  soon  as  oonyenient. 

I  am  Hon'  Gentlemen, 

Y'  most  hnmUe  servant, 

ROB.  HARRIS. 
Aug*  9^  1777,  Philad-. 

Directed^ 

To  the  Hon^^  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  Premdent  of  the  ExecutiTe 
Council  of  Pensylvania^  Pres^ 


Mittimus  ik  cask  of  Hburt  Funk,  1777. 

Northampton  ss.  I  ^^  true  Copy. 

J  In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  PennsyK 

To  the  Keeper  of  our  Gaol  at  Easton  in  our  said  County  of  North- 
ampton, or  his  deputy,  Greeting :  Whereas  Henry  Funk,  of  Uppsr 
It.  8 1  °^^^'<^  Township  in  our  s*  County,  Miller,  is  arrested  sod 
"■  •  -^  brought  before  me  by  PhUip  Walter  &  Jacob  Laub,  for  sn» 
picion  of  a  Spy,  &  whereas  I  tender  him,  the  said  Henry  Fuik, 
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the  Oath  or  Affirmation  of  Allegiance,  and  he,  the  said  Funk,  refuse 
«&d  deny  to  take  and  sabseribe  the  e'  Oath  or  Affirmation,  k  where- 
as the  said  Walter  &  Laub  on  their  Solemn  Oaths  on  the  holy 
Avengiiis  of  Almighty  Grod,  doth  depose  and  say  that  by  their  best 
perceive,  Conceive  and  Suspicion,  the  t^  Funk  is  a  Spy,  and  to  hold 

Jrinciples  inimical  to  the  United  States.  I  therefore  Command  von 
;  each  of  yon  to  receive  him,  the  said  Henry  Fank  into  your  Cus- 
tody, in  onr  s*  Qaol,  there  to  remain  till  he  be  delivered  from  your 
Custody  according  to  the  Laws  of  our  State  of  Pennsylv*  coDcerniDg 
Uie  a*.  Given  under  my  Hand  &  Seal  on  this  ninth  day  of  August^ 
A.  D.,  1777. 

FR«^  LIMBACH  .♦ 


William  McIlvaine  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council;  Pennsylvania. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Inclosed  I  send  you  the  Deposition  of  Mr.  Alexander  M'Dowal,  & 
a  Testimony  of  Mr.  John  Dowdny,  which  lust,  for  want  of  a  Magis- 
trate, could  not  be  qualified  to. 

I  hope  the  Circumstances  related  may  be  found  sufficient  to  bring 
to  Paniihment  a  Person  who  has  both  forefeited  the  oharaoter  of  a 
Citixen  &  a  Soldier,  setting  at  Defiance  both  the  Civil  &  Military 
Powers. 

I  am  with  much  esteem, 

Yonr  Exoellency's  most 

devoted  humble  Serv*, 

WILLIAM  McILVAINE. 

imioned. 

Bec'd  Angnst  lOlh,  1777. 

Directed  J 

To  Hia  Exoellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the  Ex- 
•cative  Conndl  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

I  *  See  Colon.  Bee.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  2C9.    See  Funk's  SUttment  en  page 
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Ojskseal  Washingion  to  Supreme  Exbo.  Council,  1777. 

Cftmp  near  Qermantown,  Aug*  9th,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  am  tliB  momeDt  favor'd  with  your  Letter  of  Yesterday,  coyeriDg 
a  Complaint  of  William  Mcllvaine,  Esq.,  against  3Iajor  or  Captus 
Sims.     The  Corps  to  whiob  he  belongs  is  at  present  in  Trenton.- 

I  shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  having  the  matter  strietlj 
enqair'd  into,  &  if  Sims  is  found  guilty  of  the  charge,  he  shall  make 
such  satisfaction  as  Mr.  Mcllvaine  will  deem  sufficient,  or  (in  csn 
of  his  refusing  so  to  do)  he  shall  become  amenable  to  the  Powers  of 
Civil  Law  in  such  manner  as  it  directs. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

With  high  Esteem, 

Your  mo.  Obed*  servant, 

G«  WASHINGTON. 
Reo'd  August  9, 1777. 

DirecteJf 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire,  President  of  thi 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Sup.  Exb.  Oounoil  to  State  Nayt  Board,  1777 

August  11, 1777,  In  CounciL 
Gentlemen, 

We  have  perused  Mr.  Fishers  Letter  directed  to  you  dated  at 
Lewistown  the'Sth  Inst,*  and  with  pleasure  observe  the  good  oondnet 
of  Capt.  Murphy  in  capturing  a  trading  Vessel  from  New  York  in- 
tending to  supply  the  Tories  in  the  Delaware  State  with  neceasaiVi 
and  beating  off  one  of  the  enemies  Tenders,  tho  of  much  aoperMr 
force.  You  will  please  to  forward  the  supplys  Capt.  Murphy  standi 
in  need  of — and  if  you  approve  of  it  may  send  one  or  more  guard 
boats  to  his  assistance,  but  we  cannot  see  tho  propriety  of  ordering 
down  one  of  the  small  Gallies,  if  there  ia  salbty  in  sending  the  priie 
taken  by  Capt.  Murphy  to  this  city  we  wish  it  to  be  done,  otherwisi 
the  vessel  &  cargo  must  be  disposed  of  at  the  most  convenient  plaoe 
agreeaUo  to  Law,  and  proper  distribution  made  of  the  proceeds. 

Gentlemen, 
Dtreetedf 

To  the  State  Navy  Board. 

*  See  f^er'fl  letter,  p.  604. 
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Db.  Dbummond  to  Pkssident  Wharton,  1777. 

Philada.  12  Aug',  1777. 
Oentlemen, 

Bj  the  operation  of  the  Parole  tendered  me  on  the  eveniog  of  the 
4tli  Instant  I  find  myself  at  onoe  deprived  of  Support  &  Health  j  the 
brmer  from  the  loss  of  my  Praotice  as  a  Physician,  the  latter  from 
olme  oonfincment  to  a  very  small  &  inoonvenient  house  in  this  sultry 


J  cannot  imagine  it  was  intended  to  punish  me  in  this  manner 
without  the  allegation  of  any  Crime  whatever,  or  that  I  should  not 
enjoy  equal  Liberty  with  other  Gentlemen  in  the  same  Predicament. 

I  have  therefore  made  this  application  to  request  you  would 
eonader  my  Case,  &  grant  me  such  enlargement  as  you  may  think 
nasonable. 

lam, 

Gentlemen 

your  most  humbl  Serv* 

GEO.  DRUMMOND.* 

Directed f 
To  The  President  &  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


Gbbt.  Potter  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Billingsport^  Aug'  12th,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  am  informed  by  the  Bearer  Col.  M'Mesters,  that  some  of  the 
•ttb-LMUtenants  of  Bucks  County  have  promised  to  there  People, 
that  they  shall  all  he  discharged  when  the  time  of  those  that  entered 
ifit  is  out,  the  first  entered  June  29tb,  about  8  or  10  in  Captain 
Thomas'  Companey,  the  greater  Number  entered  on  the  eight  of 
Joly,  I  oant  dispenoe  with  the  law  and  discharge  the  men  befour 
then  time  is  out,  with  out  your  order  for  so  doiog. 

I  am  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  Humbl  Serv* 

JAS.  POTTER. 
Direetedf 
To  the  Hon'ble  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq., 

Y  Favour  of  \ 
Col.  M'Mesters.  ) 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  vol.  xl.,  p.  268. 
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Board  ov  War  to  Prbsidsnt  WnARTOK,  1777. 

War  Office,  Aug*  12th,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  tbe  Board  of  War  to  deaire  you  will  proeon  in 
Officer  &  aix  Oentlemen  of  tbe  Pbiladelphit  Light  Horse  to  eeeoft 
John  Penn  k  Benjamin  Chew,  Epqrs.,  aa  Pris"*  to^FredrickebiirK  a 
Virginia.     Yon  will  be  pleased  to  direot  them  to  oall  at  tbe  Wir 

Office,  &  receive  their  Instructions  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  haye  the  Honour  to  be 

with  great  Regard 

your  very  obed'  Scrv* 

RICHARD  PETERS,  See.* 

P.  S.  The  Pris'*  arc  considered  as  under  the  care  of  the  Oovers- 
mcnt  of  this  State  untill  their  Departure  from  Philada. 

Direcled. 

On  Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jr.,  Esq.,  President  of  tlie 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


Committee  for  drivinq  off  Cattle. 

To  the  Honorable,  the  President  and  Council. 

The  Committee  for  driving  off  Cattle  of  the  first  Claaa,  are  l^llj 
Beuseable  of  tbe  NeceHsitv  and  utility  of  the  Resolve  of  AsaemUj 
when  the  aproach  of  the  Enemy  aball  make  it  neoessary. 

And  at  the  same  time  that  it  is  not  in  our  Power  to  pat  tbe  Reso- 
lution of  Assembly  in  foroe,  for  the  following  reasons  f ,  tIs  : 

Thai  *  they  cannot  drive  away  the  Live  Stock  themselves,  &  the 
words  'iVaasonable  AUowanoe  to  be  Paid  to  such  as  we  may  Call  tt 
our  as.'-istiQce,  is  so  vague  and  uncertain  that  no  helpe  Can  be  had 
by  such  an  offer. 

And  when  it  is  put  in  our  Power,  we,  Gentlemen,  are  willing  abd 
Ready  to  Proceede  to  the  trust  Rcpos'd  in  us. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  whole, 

SAM«  SWIFT. 
Aug.  12,  1777. 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.  VoL  XL,  pp.  205,  2GG. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI,  p.  2GG. 
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Besolye  of  Congress. 

July  81,  1777. 
On  a  report  of  the  Board  of  War. 

Besolved :  That  it  bo  recommended  to  the  Supremo  Ezccntiro 
Conncil  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  forthwith  to  make  prlsoi^ers 
of  the  late  crown  and  proprietary  officers,  and  other  persons  in  and 
near  this  city,  as  are  disafifccted  or  may  be  dangerous  to  the  public 
libertT,  and  send  them  back  into  the  country ;  there  to  be  confined 
or  enlarged  upon  parole^  as  their  characters  and  behaviour  may 
require. 


In  Congress^  August  12, 1777. 

An  extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Supreme  P!]xccutivo  Council 
of  Pennsylvania  was  laid  before  Congress,  as  follows  : 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  August  12th,  1777. 
Ordered, 

That  Information  bo  given  to  Congress  that  the  Hon'blc  John 
PoDQ,  Esq',  late  Goveniour  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Benjamin  Chew, 
Esq',  late  Chief  Justice,  Begister-General  of  wills,  &c.,  and  one  of 
the  Govcrnonr's  Council  of  the  same,  have  been  made  Prisoners 
agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  Copgress ;  that  both  refuse  to 
•i^  a  parole  of  any  kind ;  and  that  Congress  be  requested  imme- 
diately to  order  them  to  be  removed  out  of  this  State. 

Extraofi  from  the  Minutes. 

r Y  MATLACK,  Secr'y. 

Whereupon  Congress  passed  the  following  Order : 

The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania  having  informed 
-Csngress  that  the  Hon'ble  John  Penn,  Esq',  late  Governour  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Benjamin  Chew,  Esq',  late  Chief  Justice,  Ac, 
■ra  made  Prisoners  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  Congress ; 
•ad  that  they  have  refused  to  sign  a  Parole  of  any  Kind ;  and  the 
■ud  Council  having  requested  Congress  to  order  Them  to  be  removed 
oat  of  the  State : 

Ordered, 

That  the  Board  of  War  give  Directions  for  the  Conveyance  of 
those  Gentlemen,  under  Guard,  to  Frcdericksburgh,  in  Virginia ; 
ind  that  the  Governour  of  Virginia  be  requested  to  appoint  some 
proper  Place  for  the  reception  of  those  Gentlemen ;  and  to  order 

22* 
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that  they  be  safely  secured^and  entertained  agreeable  to  thdr  nnk 
and  Station  in  Life 

Copy  from  the  Jonmals. 

William  Ch.  Honston,  D  Secr'y. 

Ang.  14. 
A  letter  from  the  hon*'*»  John  Penn,  Esq',  to  the  hon*»»  the  prea^ 
dent,  requesting  Congress  to  admit  him  to  his  parole,  and  a  memo- 
rial from  Benjamin  Chew,  Esq',  containing  the  same  request,  wen 
laid  before  Congress,  and  thereupon 

Onlered  that  the  board  of  war  take  snob  parole  from  the  said 
gentlemen  as  they  may  think  proper,  and  that  the  order  of  Taesday 
hst  for  their  removal  to  Virginia  be  superseded. 

j^tract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Archibald  MoClban  to  Pres't  Bryan,  1777- 

York,  13»  Augnst,  1777. 

May  it  please  Your  Honour. 

Yours  of  the  17th  ult.  I  acknowledge  to  have  received,  but  not 
until  the  2*  Instant,  which  was  on  the  last  Day  of  the  Week,  on 
which  a  Court  ought  to  have  been  held  here  of  Course;  and  in 
order  to  answer  its  principal  Contents  (after  craving  Indulgence  for 
my  Prolixity)  I  shall  give  some  account  of  what  I  have  found,  and 
yet  do  find,  to  be  ihe  ntate  of  this  County,  whereby  Council  will  be 
enabled  to  form  a  just  judgment  of  the  Causes  of  our  Inactivity. 

The  Gcneral^Commission  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  was  broncht 
here  upon  the  21-*  Day  of  June  last,  at  which  Time  M'.  &•- 
Conoughy  was  abroad  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  and  did  not  return 
home  until  the  28*^  of  the  said  Month,  and  as  I  had  just  left  Town 
when  it  was  brought  here,  it  was  committed  to  the  Care  of  a  Person 
to  deliver  to  me,  who  not  going  directly  to  tiie  Place  where  I  then 
was,  delivered  it  in  Charge  to  another  Person,  until  ho  should  call 
for  it,  by  means  whereof  it  was  miscarried,  and  not  found  or  de- 
livered to  me  until  the  first  Day  of  July. 

As  soon  as  I  received  it,  I  convened  those  of  the  Justices  thereii 
appointed,  which  were  within  the  Vicinity  of  this  Plaee,  and  with 
their  concurrence,  appointed  the  8^  Day  of  July;  then  next  ensuing^ 
for  all  the  Justices  appointed,  to  meet  at  York,  in  order  to  qualify, 
or  otherwise  to  consult  together  and  conclude  what  steps  should  b^ 
most  proper  to  pursue  in  the  present  Juncture,  and  accordingly  the 
more  to  facilitate  the  matter,  and  reduce  the  Information  of  the 
anpointment  to  a  Certainty,  dispatched  eiy)resses  with  written  notioes 
thereof,  to  the  dwellings  of  each  of  the  Justices^  signifying  to  them 
their  nomination  and  the  said  appointment. 
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■ 

In  ibe  mean  Time,  (and  tbo'  I  shall  here  make  mention  of  par- 
ticalar  Names,  I  would  ehoose  to,  be  understood  to  do  it  with  be- 
coming Delicaoj  and  Caution,)  George  Ross,  Esq'.,  of  the  Borough 
of  lAncaster,  happened  to  come  into  the  County  on  a  Visit  of  Busi- 
ness to  his  Iron  Works,  and  as  I  am  informed,  during  the  Course  of 
his  Tour  amongst  Individuals  into  whose  Company  he  might  oeoa- 
Fionally  have  fallen,  threw  every  embarrassment  and  obstruction 
in  the  Way,  which  bis  Disaffection  to  Government  and  fruitful 
Invention  could  suggest,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Execution  of 
Government,  and  to  induce,  excite,  intimidate  and  prevent  the  Jus- 
tices from  qualifying  and  exercising  their  Powers  in  the  Discharge 
of  the  Duties  of  their  appointment,  And  on  the  8*^  Day  of  JuJj 
before  mentioned,  tho'  he  arrived  here  on  the  Day  beforCi  being  then 
on  his  Be  turn  home  from  said  Works,  tarried  apparently  for  the 
Purpose  of  openly  endeavouring  to  prevent  the  Justices  from  qualify- 
ing, and  which  he  affected  with  divers,  by  setting  forth  in  strong 
Terms  the  Dangers  and  Difficulties  they  would  be  brought  into  in 
the  Execution  of  the  Magisterial  Duties,  under  the  present  govern- 
ment, asserting  and  declaring  That,  at  the  agreement  then  lately  en- 
tered into  at  Philadelphia  between  the  differing  Parties,  for  and  against 
the  present  Frame  of  Government,  it  was  openly  and  particularly 
•tipulated  and  agreed  That  matters  of  Government  should  not  be 
intermeddled  with  under  the  present  Frame,  in  anywise,  so  that 
Determinations  under  it  should  have  Effect ;  That  the  Courts  of 
Justice  were  not  to  be  opened  under  it ;  and  only  so  much  of  it 
made  use  of  and  supported  as  would  carry  into  Execution  our  Oppo- 
sition to  our  Enemies,  and  Defence  of  ourselves  against  their  attempts 
to  subjugate  and  Enslave  us ;  and  nothing  farther  than  what  arose 
from  this  necessity,  or  was  unavoidably  connected  with  it,  was  to  be 
adopted,  undertaken,  or  proceeded  in  until  a  New  Convention  should 
be  called. 

Furthermore  asserting  and  declaring  openly,  That  not  any  of  the 
Law8  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  are  binding  upon  the  Inhabi- 
tants thereof,  because  the  Members  which  constituted  that  House 
were  not  elected  by  a  Majority  of  the  People,  and  that  the  said  laws 
cannot  be  put  into  Execution.  And  that  he  would  Challenge  and 
dare  any  Jury  to  find  and  pass  a  Verdict  against  any  delinquent,  for 
transgression  or  Disobedience ;  All  which  sentiments  and  Doctrines 
I  find  divers  Men  of  Weight  hero  have  imbibed,  either  of  themselves 
or  from  the  Information  of  what  be  openly  and  privately  expressed 
whilst  in  the  County  ; — By  which  means  the  sinews  of  the  Executive 
part  of  Government  here  are  very  much  weakened  ;  The  zeal  of  the 
lealous  for  the  Establishment  and  Preservation  of  legal  order  and 
the  Defence  of  our  Liberties  is  damped  and  discouraged;  the  weak 
tho'  well  meaning  are  intimidated }  and  the  obstinate  are  made  in- 
corrigible. 

Under  this  state  of  Matters  only  Twelve  of  the  Justices  qualified 
upon  the  9'^  Day  of  July  and  two^since  vis.  on  the  14**>  of  the  same 
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Month,  baying  in  Tiew  That  the  Peace  of  the  Gonnf  j  shonld  be 
maintained,  and  an  opportunity  afforded  to  the  Inhabitants  to  take 
the  oath  of  Fidelity  to  the  state,  as  required  by  the  late  act  of 
Assembly ;  And  as  it  was  then  the  Hurry  of  the  Harvest,  and  oo 
offieers  of  the  Court  appointed  or  qualified,  and  a  sufficient  Number 
of  Individnals  had  not  taken  the  oath  of  Fidelity,  even  to  compose  i 
Jury,  The  Justices  concluded  not  to  open  the  Court  at  that  Term, 
alledging  That  if  the  above  Kcpresentation  was  true,  an  ill  timed 
and  wrong  judged  Temerity  might  be  attended  with  worse  con8^ 
quences,  than  an  omission  or  partial  neglect  of  Duty. 

Moreover,  of  the  Justices  appointed,  who  did  not  meet  and  qniE- 
fV,  some  of  them  have  taken  an  active  part,  to  prevent  others  from 
doing  it,  and  have  also  given,  and  doth  continue  to  give  Opposition 
to  the  Exercise  of  Government,  by  not  only  refiising  to  take  the 
Test  required  by  Law  themselves,  but  by  describing  it  as  impolitic, 
Severe,  cruel,  unjust,  breathins  Tyranny,  and  injudicious  in  the 
alternatives,  doth  prevent  the  timid  and  Ignorant,  from  falling  in 
with  and  embracing  it. 

Under  this  Head  [  cannot  omit  to  mention,  (and  I  hope  to  be  un- 
derstood, to  do  it  with  as  much  Tenderness  and  delicacy  as  the  Na- 
ture of  the  case  will  bear,  and  that  in  Confidence)  Respectinff  the 
conduct  of  the  Lieutenant  of  the  County,  In  whom  I  do  confess  I 
have  been  deceived,  that  tho'  in  a  languid  supine  and  as  if  disin- 
terested, lifeless,  careless  and  indifferent  manner,  he  pretends  to  do 
and  perform  the  Duties  of  his  station  as  Lieutenant,  yet  he  presumes 
to  continue  to  act  without  having  yet  taken  the  oath  of  Fidelity  to 
the  State*  as  enjoined  by  the  late  act  of  assembly,  which  I  cannot 
but  construe  as  an  audacious  trifling  and  dispensing  with  Law  and 
Oovemment;  But  in  the  mean  Time  I  will  do  him  the  Justice  to 
say  That  I  have  heard  him  tell  others  that  it  ought  to  be  complied 
with.  The  force  of  which  Inculcation  is  nevertheless,  destroyed  by 
his  own  Example. 

The  Commission  for  William  Rowan,  appointing  him  sheriff  for 
the  County,  I  am  informed  is  come,  tho'  I  have  not  seen  it,  neither 
bath  he  called  for  it,  and  which  I  am  doubtful  will  have  a  farther 
Tendency  to  disgust  a  Number  of  those  who  formerly  were  leading 
Men  in  the  County,  as  he  is  very  disagreeable  to  them,  and  said  to 
be  a  veiy  unfit  and  unsuitable  Person  for  the  office;  and  it  is  really 
doubted  whether  he  can  find  the  requisite  security  within  the 
County. 

The  Commission  coming  to  him  was  very  unexpected  to  me,  tho' 
in  Reality  I  am  to  be  charged  with  neglect  in  not  Writing  sooner, 
but  my  Motives  were  That  I  hoped  and  expected  some  of  our  lead- 
ing Men  would  ere  now  have  altered  the  Line  of  their  Conduct,  and  ' 
therefore  postponed,  that  I  might  not  be  obliged  to  give  the  Counal 
such  a  disagreeable  account  of  our  publick  affairs,  and  did  Inowree 
a  Prospect  of  Things  being  more  favourable  I  would  not  have  given 
you  the  Trouble  of  this  either  in  Matter  or  Language  as  it  stands. 
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Bat  I  sball  proceed  to  inform  tbc  CooDcil  why  I  did  not  expect 
the  Commission  to  be  sent  to  William  Kowan :  On  my  Retnrn  bere 
from  tbe  Assembly,  Viz*,  on  tbe  first  day  of  April,  and  being  then 
appointed  to  some  of  tbe  offices  in  this  County,  I  immediately  waited 
upon  Mr.  Charles  Lukens,  tbe  sheriff  elect,  and  who  tbe  electors 
bad  in  view  at  the  Time  of  the  Election,  in  order  finally  to  know 
bis  Mind,  whether  be  would  or  would  not  accept  of  tbe  office  of 
Sheriff  for  tbe  County  the  Remainder  of  the  year.  To  which  he  con- 
sented, That  if  he  could  be  indulged  with  a  Deputy,  and  if  Oovcm- 
ment  was  established  be  would  serve  the  County ;  I  shortly  after  rc- 
tamed  to  Philadelphia,  Viz.  about  the  middle  of  April,  in  order  to 
bring  up  my  family,  at  which  Time  the  Council  having  adjourned  I 
was  aisappointed  of  making  mention  of  the  Matter  unto  the  Members 
in  Coancii,  and  after  essaying  divers  Times  to  wait  upon  the  Secre- 
tary, I  was  also  disappointed  by  his  not  being  at  Home  at  the  Times 
I  called,  until  the  Morning  of  the  Day  that  I  set  out  from  Phila- 
delphia for  this  Place,  viz.  the  26th  Day  of  April,  when  I  ac- 
ioainted  him  of  my  Conversation  with  Mr.  Lukens,  and  that  be 
ad  Consented  to  serve  in  that  office,  and  that  if  the  Commission 
bad  not  been  then  granted  to  M^*.  Rowan,  nor  a  Promise  or  Grant 
thereof  made  to  him.  The  consent  of  M*"  Lukens  should  be  laid  be- 
fore tbe  Council,  when  they  should  again  meet,  that  they  might  take 
such  order  therein,  and  do  what  to  them  should  seem  meet,  and 
which  M'  Matlack  promised  to  charge  his  memory  with,  and  inform 
the  Conndl  thereof;  This  matter  being  then  stipulated  and  settled 
(as  I  tbo't)  and  the  8th  Day  of  July,  as  before  mentioned,  being 
appointed  for  tbe  meeting  of  tbe  Justices,  I  dispatched  a  letter  to 
A'  Lukens,  then  at  Carlisle,  informing  him  thereof,  and  that  I  re- 
qaested  his  attendance  here,  and  desired  to  know  whether  he  would  yet 
lerve  aa  Sheriff  for  the  couuty  the  remainder  of  the  year,  on  receipt 
of  wbicb  be  readily  came  over,  and  informed  me  that  as  be  bad  re- 
moved bis  Family  to  Carlisle,  he  could  not  attend  hero  constantly 
bat  that  be  would  accept  the  office,  and  superintend  the  same  witb 
carefulness,  until  he  could  again  remove  here ;  But  the  commission 
to  M'  Rowan,  coming  up  so  shortly  after,  and  the  backwardness  and 
aversion  of  those  who  ought  to  bo  active  at  this  time,  prevented  me 
from  sending  this  account  until  no\i'. 

These  things  I  have  mentioned  so  particularly  inasmuch  as  M' 
Bowans  commission  yet  remaineth  in  town,  and  ho  hath  not  applied 
with  bis  security,  that  the  Council  being  made  acc^uainted  with  tbe 
facts,  may  take  such  order  and  give  such  directions  as  to  them  may 
seem  meet. 

I  now  mention  tbe  names  of  those  Gentlemen,  which  were  in  the 
general  commission  and  who  have  hitherto  neglected  to  take  the 
Oath  of  Fidelity,  and  to  qualify  as  Justices,  Viz.  David  McConougby, 
Richard  McCalistcr,  William  Smith,  Samuel  Pawing,  John  Hinkle, 
John  Harbacb,  Thomas  Fisher,  and  John  Mickle,  Jun%  of  whom 
some  have  been  active  in  their  endeavours  to  prevent  others  from 
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qnalifjiogi  and  some  abroad;  and  others  inattentive;  Umid,  and  in- 
different. 

In  respect  to  the  offices  of  Register  and  Recorder,*  which  I  have 
opened  and  attendeth  upon,  I  find  no  interruption  cither  in  atten- 
dance or  execution;  and  of  the  Prothonotaries  Office  I  have  not 
hitherto  received  the  Books  and  Papers,  the  Reason  whereof  I  shall 
DOW  give,  that  upon  examination  of  the  Books,  which  had  boon  kept 
by  M'  Stevenson,  the  Books  of  the  Register's  Office  and  the  Orphan's 
Court  wore  so  blendcGJ,  tliat  they  cannot  be  separated,  and  the 
Orphans'  Court  Books  with  the  Prothonotary's,  parts  of  the  Records 
and  proceedings  of  which,  are  in  the  same  Books,  with  the  Records 
of  the  other,  so  that  until  I  am  vested  with  authority  to  receive  the 
Orphans'  Court  Papers  and  Records,  I  cannot  with  propriety  receive 
the  others,  neither  can  I  receive  the  Papers  of  the  Quarter  Sessions 
unless  authority  is  first  vested  in  me  for  that  Purpose. 

The  publick  seals  to  be  made  use  of  for  the  County,  is  a  matter 
which  I  presume  ought  to  be  considered,  and  the  Form,  size,  and 
Device  I  always  chose  to  be  submitted  to  the  Directions  of  Council| 
and  for  that  Purpose  spoke  with  Mr.  Matlack,  and  also  Col.  John 
Morris,  before  I  left  Philadelphia,  (but  I  suppose  that  hurry  of 
Business  hath  prevented  their  attention  thereto)  and  whenever  thej 
are  com  pleated  I  shall  instantly  procure  the  Payment  thereof,  but  as 
on  the  one  Hand  I  have  been  sometimes  discouraged  from  the 
Causes  before  mentioned,  and  on  the  other,  not  receiving  any  account 
Relative  thereto,  from  either  of  those  gentlemen,  the  matter  rested, 
and  Delay  hath  been  the  Consequence.  But  if  Government  is 
carried  into  Execution,  they  ought  to  be  provided,  and  I  would 
humbly  request  Directions  therein  from  Council,  as  I  neither  expect 
Directions  or  assistance  at  present  from  hei^ce. 

Having  in  a  full  and  explicit,  tho'  tedious  manner.  Related  the 
situation  of  this  County  at  present  In  Respect  to  legal  and  Civil 
matters,  I  would  humbly  Request  of  Council  to  point  out  to  me  what 
Line  of  Conduct  I  shall  observe,  and  as  much  as  possible  promote 
the  good  and  salutary  effects  of  government  and  act  with  safety  to 
myself;  And  in  particular,  I  would  request  to  be  truly  informed 
Relative  to  the  Extend  of  the  before  hinted  agreement  which  should 
have  been  entered  into  between  the  Friends  of  the  present  Frame  of 
Government,  and  those  who  were  in  the  oppo.sition  thereto,  and 
whether  the  operations  of  the  executive  parts  of  government  were 
thereby  limited  and  restrained  in  the  manner  before  set  forth  by  M'. 
Ross,  as  I  can  with  Certainty  and  Safety  assure  you  Sir,  That  the 
Propagation  of  that  Doctrine  by  him  and  others,  hath  been  the 
source  of  the  inactivity,  supineness  and  obstinacy  under  which  we 
are  now  settled  and  likely  to  remain ;  And  if  the  Matter  hath  been 
aggravated  and  misrepresented  by  him.  The  true  state  thereof  from 

«  See  Colon.  Rec  Vol.  XT.  p.  187, 191. 
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Gcraiml  will  prodooe  oonaidenble  ulntarf  efiiMto  in  pramoting  the 
Union  and  Peace  o(  the  People,  and  greitly  facitiUte  their  nbiiiii- 
sion  to  the  just  and  legil  operatioDs  of  Ooverameiit. 

The  Keturn  of  Justices  for  the  TowDsbip  of  Bexwich  I  fa&ve 
raceived  and  send  inctoKd,  on  which  I  ehall  jast  mention,  and  after- 
wards submit,  the  appointment  to  Council ;-  (  was  informed  by  M'. 
U'Caliater  That  M'.  Slagle  voulJ  not  servo  in  the  office,  and  ho 
being  for  many  years  past  a  Magistrate,  and  hia  Experienoe,  joined 
vith  his  great  Influence  amongst  the  Germans  would  render  him 
doubly  useful  at  this  Time ;  I  made  it  mj  Business  to  wait  upon 
him  in  order  to  inform  myself  of  the  Matter,  bo  that  no  Disappoint- 
ment in  that  Ciso  might  ensue ;  on  which  he  gave  me  full  aasurauoa 
That  he  will  accept  the  office  and  act  therein,  if  appointed  j  and 
further,  M'.  Lilly,  the  other  Person,  on  the  Iteturu,  nnd  who  is  by 
.  situation  a  next  Neighbor  to  M'.  Slagle,  doth  not  inclioe  to  act  on 
aooount  of  his  DomoBtic  Affairs,  should  he  be  appointed.  Thia  In- 
formation  I  tho't  it  my  Duty  to  give,  That  Council  bring  informed, 
may  act  as  to  them  may  seem  meet  in  the  Premises,  but  I  would  be 
^lad  that  one  of  them  were  as  soon  as  possible  appointed,  as  there 
IS  a  large  scope  of  Country  there,  which  is  now  destitute,  hy  Reason 
of  M'.  M'Calister's  non  aocepiauce  and  absolute  Kefasid  to  serve, 
thTO^  diaifieotion  to  Tbe  Frame  of  Government. 

The  Itetom  for  Manchester  Township  is  not  yet  brought  to  me, 
nor  have  I  been  enabled  to  procure  it,  tho'  1  have  had  sundry 
promisea  thereof;  The  Namca  of  the  Persons,  however,  are  Peter 
Wolf  and  Frederick  Eiclielberger,  both  of  whom  are  good  judicious 
Men,  and  as  I  am  informed,  are  both  willing  to  act  if  appointed.  I 
ooDveraed  with  Peter  Wolf,  aud  he  testiGed  his  Coasent  to  me,  and 
u  the  Township  is  largt^  and  joins  to  this  Town,  where  (ho  Justices 
are  few  considering  the  number  of  the  Inbabitants;  I  would  pre- 
sume That  if  Council  can  proceed  upon  this  Information,  It  would 
not  be  unneoessary  to  nomioate  both. 

It  is  troe,  and  I  mention  it  for  the  farther  Information  of  Council, 
That  wme  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Township  are  desiroua  to  hold 
another  Election,  alledging  that  tho'  tho  ahovo  named  Peraous  were 
their  Choioe  at  that  Time,  yet  they  some  Time  after  the  Election, 
which  was  held  at  the  Time  Gzed  by  the  act  of  assembly  for  that 
pnrpose,  said  that  they  would  not  accept  thereof;  liut  as  they  now 
Consent,  I  presume  That  is  not  a  legal  Bur  in  the  Way  of  their 
appointment.  This  doc*.  I  bad  from  the  Person  who  hath  the 
Betnm,  and  be  did  not  Incline  to  give  it  me,  until  tbe  Towoahip 
would  bold  the  proposed  Election,  Uow  be  it  I  will  endeavour  as 
soon  as  posnble  to  procure  the  Return  and  transmit  it. 

Having  thus  given  an  impardal  account  of  the  state  of  tbe  Coanty, 
if  Government  is  to  be  fully  put  in  force,  I  shall  be  happy  in  receiv- 
ing the  Direction  and  Urdcrs  of  Council,  and  will  do  my  endeavours 
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•8  fkr  M  my  Proyiooe  Extends  to  Ezeonte  the  Trogt  Bepoiad  ii 
me  with  Fidelity. 

I  am  May  it  Please  year  Sononr; 

Your  HoDoor's  most  obedient 

humble  Servant| 

ARCHIBALD  M'CLEAN. 

The  Honourable  George  BryaUi  Esquire.  - 

P.  S.  There  is  urgent  necessity  for  the  opening  an  Orpbini' 
Court,  but  whether  that  can  be  done  ^th  proprietyi  before  the 
Sessions  and  other  Courts  are  opened  I  shall  submit  to  the  Cooneil 
k  be  guided  by  their  Directions. 


Warbakt  for  Arrest  of  several  persons  ik  Yoke 

County,  1777- 

Pennsylvania^  ss. 

By  sundry  depositions'*'  from  the  County  of  York,  in  said  state, 
taken  before  William  Leas,  Esq',  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  pesce  in 
ft  for  said  County.  It  appears  that  a  certain  Lieu*  Reynolds,  be- 
longing to  one  of  the  aditional  Begiments,  and  a  certain  W«.  M'Cey 
said  to  be  a  Lieu*  of  Cap*  Shea's  oomp^,  &  one  Ogilvici  with 

divers  others  to  Deponents  then  unknown,  on  the  second  day  of  this 
Instant,  August,  did  in  a  Riotous  manner  assault  and  beat  and  other- 
ways  ill  treate  Daniel  Messerly,  Esq*^,  Capper  Donner,  Oap^  Daniel 
May,  George  Foehler,  John  Knrti  and  John  Detter,  all  of  the 
County  afs'd. 

This  is  to  authorize  and  and  impower  yoa  forthwith  to  apprehend 
the  said  William  McCoy,  Lieu*  Reynolds  and,  Ogilvie,  if  found,  in 
your  Baliwicke,  and  the  said  William  MoCoVi  Lien^  Reynolds  and 
Ogilvie,  and  them  or  either  of  them  bring  before  the  Supreme  Exe- 
eutive  Council  of  said  State  to  answer  onto  said  complaint  and  to  be 
further  dealt  with  according  to  law.    Given  under  my  hand|  Ao. 

August  18*^,  1777. 

Signed, 

G.  BRYAN,  V.  P. 

Directed, 
To  James  Claypoole;  Esq';  Sheriff  of  the  eoun^  of  Philiddpbia. 

*  See  the  depositions  on  page  497-600. 
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m  Natt  Boabd  to  Suprbmi  Exboutive  Council,  1777. 

State  Navy  Board,  Aug*  13*%  1777. 

ilkiBen, 

Lgiceable  to  yonr  orders  for  furnishing  James  Hopkins,  Esq'*^ 
i  a  Boat  &  Bight  men  to  prooeed  down  the  River  &  Bay  of  Del- 
jre  We  issued  our  orders  to  the  Commodore  who  furnished  him 
I  •  Shallop  &  8  men  as  also  Four  Batteans  &  Eight  men.  Six 
flwof  were  proenred  from  Colo.  William  Bradford  at  the  Camp 
r  Billingsport  &  the  other  Two  were  hired.  And  it  appears  to 
liat  they  left  Billingsport  the  Foarteenth  of  July,  ult,  i  returned 
h%  City  of  Philadelphia  the  Ninth  Inst.,  &  was  upon  the  service 
saty-ieven  Days. 

By  order  of  y  Board, 

JOSEPH  BLEWER,  Cm. 

'o  the  Honorable  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


ESoLoinni  Galbraith  to  Pbbsibent  Wharton,  1777. 

Lancaster,  14th  August,  1777. 

r  it  please  your  Ezcellencle, 

if,  since  my  letter  to  you  of  the  5^^  Ins*  I  have  had  a  General 
rev  thto'  the  Battalions  already  formed  in  this  County,  &  havo 
nearly  three  Eighths  of  the  Battalions  on  foot  for  the  Camp  at 
■tor,  (as  I  rec'd  no  answer  to  my  last)  most  of  which  I  hope  will 
ro  at  Camp  by  the  middle  of  next  week.  They  "have  neither 
By  aocoutriments,  Camp-kittlcs,  &c.y  except  blankets,  which  they 
Perliealar  orders  to  Procure.  Their  Number  supposed  to  be 
:  1,000  men,  the  militia  of  the  Borough  I  have  detained  on  Ace* 
lie  PriaODers.  I  have  consulted  the  gun-smiths  of  this  county  as 
laking  of  arms  &  they  in  a  General  way  hold  out  from  J£8.  sl5. 
9  /or  Mnsquetts  &  Byonet ;  Shocking  prices  !  I  did  not  think 
Mr  to  agree  with  them  at  such  rates,  but  at  the  same  time  pro- 
d  to  give  them  the  Philad^  prices:  in  answer  to  which  tney 
)  willing  to  make  arms  on  the  same  pay  the  Philadelphians  dld« 
rided  they  oould  procure  Materials  at  the  same  rate,  which  they 
I  «(  tkia  time  not  possessed  of.  As  to  the  600  stand  of  arms 
j  made  in  this  county,  I  am  afraid  there  will  be  a  poor  account 

luive  herewith  sent  ycu  the  reports  of  officers  elected  in  foor 
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Battalions,  for  CommissionSy  which  are  all  that's  eome  to  my  hand 
BB  yet ;  hope  they  may  be  made  out  aa  quick  as  poasible  80  thai  the 
officers  may  have  them,  as  many  of  them  are  near  to  the  camp  nov. 

By  day  after  to-morrow  I  hope  to  have  all  the  Districts  in  the 
County  formed^  with  &  without  returns ;  matters  seem  to  hsTe  a 
much  better  face  with  us  now  than  some  time  asoe,  &  hope  that  ia 
«  little  time  matters  will  go  on  smooth.  The  prisoners  of  war  and 
tories  were  rec'd  on  their  arrival  at  Susqaehanniah  bj  auoh  guaid  u 
was  ordered,  &  marched  off  without  delay. 

As  to  Pertioulars  here,  Mr.  Hubbley  is  in  Town  &  can  inform  yon 
mueh  better  ihuk  I  can  with  my  pen.  I  have  the  honour  to  leit 
your  Exoelienoies  most 

Obedient  humble  servant, 

BARTREM  GALBRAITH, 

Lien^  fbr  Lancaster  County. 

Direotedf 

On  publick  service. 

To  His  Excellencie,  Tho^  Wharton,  Esq',  Presed*  State  of  Poisyr 
Philad''.     By  a  soldier. 

P.  S.  Colo.  Rodgerses  return  of  Battalion  is  oome  to  hand  after 
my  letter  was  wrote,  but  not  sealed,  therefore  inclose  it  with  the 
others,  &  so  much  hurried  have  not  time  to  Copy  them  off  to  the 
Secretary,  but  hope  that  they  are  plain  enough  to  make  out  the 
Commissions.  I  shall  be  able  in  a  day  or  two  to  Fnrnish  yon  thoee 
to  be  sent  to  Camp.  Can't  do  it  now  as  I  have  to  ride  18  miles  this 
morning  to  hold  an  Election  in  one  of  the  districts. 

Your  Ezcel''^  most  ob^  Humble 

ServS  in  haste. 

BARTREM  GALBRAITH,  L.  L.  C. 

16th  Aug*,  1777.    4  o'clock,  A.  M. 


Obkeeal  Conwat  to  Sitprkms  ExEcunvH  CouNOiLy  1777. 

Gamp,  the  15th  Angnst,  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

Having  the  honour  to  Command  a  Pennsylvania  BrigadCi  I  think 
it  my  Duty  to  inform  you  of  the  situation  of  the  troops  entrusted 
to  me.  The^  four  Pennsylvania  Regiments  in  Brigade  are  Very 
Weak-*one  is  two  hundred  men  strong,  the  three  others  are  upon 
an  average,  one  hundred  and  sixty.  Having  lost  a  good  many  men 
since  our  arrival  in  this  State  by  the  seduction  of  the  officers  or  mm 
Commissioned  officers  of  the  Georgia  Battalion,  and  of  thoM  be- 
longing to  a  corps  raia'd,  I  am  tdd^  bj  a  French  arUllery  oflSoer 
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Buij  men  hwe  been  Debaaoh'd  by  the  Militii,  when  they  nun 
been  peniuded  to  serre  u  BubatitnteH ;  this  injurea  the  ermy  very 
noch  end  nukes  it  impossible  for  the  Begimenta  to  fill  up;  the 
nilitu  in  general,  hnrt  the  army,  end  are  alMolutely  good  for  noth- 
ing. I  have  seen  it  dearly  this  Campaign,  and  it  is  equally  clear  I 
Beliere  to  every  one  in  this  army,  if  (what  God  forbid)  any  mis- 
fbrtnne  happens  this  eampaign,  it  will  arise  chiefly  from  the  foolish 
eonfidenoe  putt  in  Militia — the  Trenton  afikir  is  no  proof  to  ttra 
contrary.  Women  and  Children  are  as  good  in  a  surprise  as  men. 
I  ftm  afraid  that,  fine  affair  hsa  Done  you  more -harm  than  good, 
for  it  baa  fiU'd  you  with  suoh  aeourity  es  made  you  negleot  the 
proper  maans  to  putt  your  army  upon  a  rcBpectable  footing.  It  ii 
nest  to  uadneaB  to  imagioa  that  undiaoiplined  troops  wili  make  any 
thing  ^  a  tolerable  atand  in  the  field  against  troops,  any  way  offioer'd 
•od  dianpliaed,  tberefore,  my  opinion  is  that  you  ahonid  attach  to 
e»ch  Pennsylvania  Begimcut  a  Militia  Company,  During  the  >^ 
aoainder  of  the  Campaign,  under  the  Denominalioo  of  State  Grana- 
^eera,  or  State  Volnnteers,  or  Light  Infantry.  I  am  sure  tbey  will 
sender  moie  scrrico  than  six  times  the  uumber  of  Militia  together; 


£"1 
il 


iper  ngnlations  might  be  made  to  make  thla  agreeable  to  the 
Siilitia,  and  it  would  do  some  serrioe  to  the  army,  as  I  am  pretty 
■are  that  the  other  States  would  soon  follow  the  salutary  example. 
I  am  with  Reapeet, 
Gantletnen, 

your  most  obed'  hnmble  aerv', 

T.  CONWAT,  B.  G. 
J>irecUd, 

To  Tbe  Honorable  Board  of  War  of  tha  State  of  Pennaylvania, 
Philadelphia. 


SoPHKME  Executive  Couscii,  to  Liedtenants  op  Cebtadt 
Counties,  1777. 

Circular  to  the  following  Counties,  Northampton  350,  Berks  350. 
To  the  Lien,  of  the  Conntica  ) 
of  Northampton  &  Berks.  ) 

Pbilfldelpbis,  Augnat  15,  1777. 
In  Council. 

OoDgreM,  on  the  8*  Ina*,  paased  a  ReBoWe  Impowering  Qon. 
VashiagtoD  to  demand  of  the  Sutea  of  New  Hamptthire,  Hoaaacba- 
■atta  Bay,  Conneetioat,  New  York,  New  Jersey  &  FenuaylTania, 
'  r  rf  the  Militia  of  eaeh  State  as  be  thought  n 
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to  waist  the  army  in  the  Northern  Department,  to  aerre  until  ih% 
15  November  of  next,  unless  sooner  relieved  by  the  CoBtinen(tl 
Troops,  or  dismissed  by  the  Commanding  officer  of  the  Departiaeat 
Qen.  Gates  being  appointed  to  command  the  Northern  Army  Im% 
in  consequence  of  s'd  Resolve,  applyed  to  the  State  for  750  Men  u 
a  proportionable  part  of  such  of  the  Militia  aa  His  ExcelleMj, 
Gen.  Washington,  thinks  necessary  to  demand  of  the  several  Stite 
upon  this  Occasion.  The  State  of  Pennsylvania  haa,  heretofon^ 
discovered  a  noble  spirit  in  this  glorioni  atrnggle  for  Liberty,  vA 
therefore  the  Council  cannot  doubt  that  the  Militia  of  your  Gooaij 
will  now  turn  out  and  assist  their  Brethcren  in  the  adjoyning  Statedf 
New  York,  with  the  utmost  cheerfulnesa,  for  it  is  much  better  that 
we  attack  the  enemy  at  a  distance  than  at  Home ;  this  troth  voefal 
czpcrienoe  has  evinced  to  the  good  people  of  New  Jersey  onr  rtidi* 
ness  to  step  out  of  thia  State  to  aid  onr  Bretheren  in  another,  and 
who  are  all  concerned  in  the  same  Virtuous  Cause,  will  intitle  ni  to 
expect  the  same  friendly  assistance.  I  therefore  requeat  yon  to  oill 
out  the  2*  class  of  the  Militia  of  yonr  County,  &  File  those  widi 
yours,  make  up  the  number  demanded  and  ordered  from  Bedn 
County,  all  who  are  immediately  to  march  to  ,  and 

follow  such  orders  as  they  may  reeeive  from  Gen.  Gates,  or  the 
officer  commanding.  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  mention  to  you  for  the 
information  &  satisfaction  of  the  Gentlemen  that  may  oompose  thi 
second  Class,  that  from  this  City,  the  County,  &  County  of  Bucks, 
two^Classes  have  each  served  their  2'  month,  and  the  third  is  now 
on  Duty,  &  also  two  Classes  from  Chester,  and  one  from  York  & 
Cumberland;  the  situation  of  the  two  back  Counties,  Northumbar- 
land  &  Westmoreland,  respecting  the  Indians,  makes  it  necessary  at 
this  time  to  permit  the  Militia  to  remain  at  home. 

I  am  with  respect  S', 

your  very  hum.  ser*, 

Note — one  of  the  Classes  of  Philadelphia  County  did  march  to 
Jersey  with  alacrity  as  soon  as  called  npon. 


Sup.  Exe.  Counciii  to  Frederick  Leimbage,  Esqr,  1777* 

Philad*,  August  15,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  Petition  of  Henry  Funk  &  Goo.  Kreibel  was  this  day  laid 
before  the  Council  representing  that  they  have  lately  been  appre- 
•hended  in  the  County  of  their  residence  and  oommitted  to  tfaa  Goal 
^f  this  County  by  you,  for  refusing  to  take  and  subscribe  the  test 
required  by  the  laws  of  this  State  to  be  taken,  and  prayina  that  a 
day  may  be  appointed  for  the  hearing  of  this  oompkint  in  older 
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hat  thaj  maj  obtain  that  liberty  to  which  they  apprehend  they  are 
^titled. 

ne  Ooaneili  having  taken  the  said  petition  into  their  eonsidera- 
km,  have  directed  me  to  write  to  yon  on  this  subject,  and  to  remind 
on  that  the  law  is  dear  and  express  as  to  the  circnmstance  which 
hall  justify  the  oommit&ient  of  a  person  refusing  or  neglecting  to 
Rk#  tha  test — to  wit,^  travtUing  out  of  the  County  or  city  in  which 
s  wually  retuies,  without  the  certificate,  &o.  But,  from  the  repre- 
entation  of  the  petitioners  they  were  not  found  travelling  out  of 
he  County  in  which  they  usually  reside,  nor  does  the  contrary 
tppeac  by  the  commitment,  it  will,  therefore,  be  highly  proper  for 
'p^  to  {soonsider  the  case  of  the  petitioaersi  and  if  you  find  ai^ 
liSbnlty  arise  therein,  it  will  be  adviseable  to  call  to  your  assistance 
wo  other  Justices,  and  if,  after  such  conference,  you  shall  still  find 
iUf  dWpolty  arise  to  prevent  the  enlargement  of  the  petitioners 
Joancil  appoint  the  9th  of  September  for  hearing  both  parties,  but 
bis  there  is  reason  to  hope  will  not  be  found  necessary.  I  am  di- 
■isotad  by  the  Council  to  desire  you  to  be  careful  not  to  extend  this 
kw  farther  Chan  the  words  of  it  will  fully  justify,  and  it  will  there- 
Sm,  Ac* 

m ^-  9    ■ 

To  Frederiok  Leimback,  Esqr. 


Bbbolvb.  of  Conqbess,  1777. 

Bxtvaot  from  a  letter  of  Colonel  RichardsoUi  dated  Sussex  County, 

0- August,  1777. 

**  I  hav6  in  ray  possession  one  hundred  and  ninety  nine  eounter- 
f(rit  thirty  dollar  bills,  which  I  took  from  Thomas  Cockayne  of  this 
mBty,  agent  to  a  Walter  Franklin  of  New  York,  &  I  transmit  to 
m  a  letter  from  Franklin  to  Cockayne,  which  accompanied  the 
hilb  from  York.  Upon  examination  it  appears  that  a  Thomas 
Lightfoot  (who  is  concerned  with  Franklin  in  an  Iron  Works) 
iMBived  the  letter  and  bills  from  Simon  KoUick  &  delivered  them 
to  Ooekayne.  Lightfoot  and  Cockayne  were  carried  before  a  Magis- 
kaiA0y  and  after  being  examined  by  him  they  were  discharged.  By 
propositions  from  Cockayne  to  Adams  (a  copy  of  which  I  transmit) 
It  it  evident  they  had  a  design  to  circulate  the  bills/' 

Extracted  by  CHA,  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 
«  See  CoL  Reo.  Vol.  XL,  p.  269. 
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In  Congress,  August  15, 1777. 

Bwolyed,  That  the  ptrt  of  Colonel  Biohardson's  latteri  wliiok 
relates  to  Thomas  Lightfoot*  be  sent  to  the  Ezeeutive  GooDdl  of 
Pennsylvania  with  a  request  to  have  him  seoored. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


(Copt.)    Lettbr  from  Gsk.  Washikoton  to  C(0roRiB8y 

1777. 

Head  Quartenj  Camp  at  Cross  roads,  Aug.  15, 1777. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Du  Coudrajf  has  laid  before  me  a  plan  of  the  river,  bv  which 
it  appeara  that  for  a  considerable  space  between  the  two  sand  btnki 
on  the  cast  side  of  Fort  Island  there  is  from  four  to  4i  fiUhomi 
depth  of  water.     According  to  this  representation  there  would  be 
room  for  three  frigates  to  lie  between  those  banks,  in  such  a  podtioB 
as  to  enfilade  the  works  at  Fort  Island  and  make  it  difficult  to  main- 
tain  them.     There  are  but  two  ways  of  remedying  this  inconveni- 
ence;  one  by  having  a  sufficient  number  of  chevauz  de  frize  sunk 
at  the  entrance  between  the  two  banks,  and  the  other  by  having  the 
left  flank  of  Fort  Island  fortification  supported  by  a  good  batterf, 
capable  of  resisting  the  cannon  of  the  ship,  &  obliging  them  to  quit 
their  station.     The  first  is  evidently  preferable  because  the  efficacy 
of  it  will  be  more  certain.     A  few  chevaux  de  Arize  properly  placed 
might  eflfectually  bar  all  access  to  the  ships ;  but  there  if  a  possi- 
bility that  any  battery  we  can  construct*  might  be  overpowered  by 
the  fire  of  the  shipping.     And  as  we  have  few  cannon  and  Fort  Isl- 
and 18  itself  a  marshy  spot  incapable  of  aflPording  earth  lor  the 
batteries  necessary  to  be  raised  upon  it,  which  must  be  brought 
from  the  opposite  shore,  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  multiply  worb 
there  more  than  cannot  be  avoided.     It  would  also  be  a  great 
advantage  gained,  to  secure  the  island  from  annoyance,  except  in 
one  point  and  that  in  front  from  only  three  ships  at  a  time,  which 
would  be  effected  by  stopping  up  the  passage  between  the  two  banks 
with  chevaux  de  frise.     I  should  therefore  think  it  of  importance  to 
have  this  measure  immediately  adopted  and  carried  into  exeeutkxL 

With  great  respect,  &o., 

(Signed)  G:  WASHINGTON. 

Bead  in  Congress,  Aug.  16,  1777. 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  XI.  p.  209. 
t  See  page  860,  866. 
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Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  General  Washinffton  of 
lie  15  be  sent  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Coanoil  of  Pensylvania, 
ind  that  they  be  requested  to  have  the  Generala  views  carried  into 
ixeoution  with  all  poasible  dispatch. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 

9irBCted. 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Executire  Gouq- 
il  of  Pensylvania. 


Resolution  of  Congress,  1777. 

In  Congress,  15  August,  1777. 
lesolTed, 

That  the  executive  authorities  in  the  several  States,  be  requested 
0  transmit  to  Congress,  aeconnts  of  all  monies  advanced,  &  expences 
Dcwred  by  prisoners  of  War,  during  their  residence  in  their  respec- 
iiB  States,  &  that  such  accounts  be  transmitted  within  the  space  of 
wdve  weeks  after  receipt  of  this  -notice,  or  else  to  be  forever  there- 
iter  foreclosed. 

Copy  from  the  Journals, 

WILLIAM  CH.  HOUSTON,  D.  Sec'y. 

Pennsylvania. 


blAG  MXLCHER  TO   SUPREME  EXECUTIVE    COUMOIL  1777. 

Aug.  15th,  1777. 
lir, 

The  bearer  Mr.  Moleneux  one  of  my  assistants  waits  on  y  Hble 
kmneil  for  an  order  for  five  or  six  thousand  pounds  for  y*  use  of  the 
ereral  Barracks  in  my  departments,  indeed  I  shoud  stand  in  need 
if  Xsn  thousand  as  1  am  about  to  lay  up  a  sufficient  quantity  of  wood 
or  y*  -winter,  last  winter  we  Expended  upwards  of  three  thousand 
Soras,  no  doubt  as  much  will  be  wanted  y  next,  besides  beding  bed- 
taad,  &o.,  all  which  are  much  higher  than  last  fall.  I  shall  loose  no 
imo  to  make  y*  necessary  provision,  I  am  just  going  after  some  wood, 
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wood  wait  on  y*  Council  &  take  their  advice  in  some  matlen  which 
Bmst  defer  untill  another  opp>'. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  hble  Serv* 

ISAAC  MELCHER.* 

P.  S.  The  price  of  wood  will  be  ten  pounds  next  if  nothing  ifl  done 
to  prevent  it. 

Direetedj 
Timothy  Matlack,  Esq.,  Sec'y  of  the  Hble  Executive  CoonciL 


Resolutions  of  Congress,  1777. 

In  Congress,  16  August^  1777. 
Resol 

That  the  president  &  supreme  executive  council  of  PennsylfioU 
be  requested  to  give  Brigacfier  Hand  such  assistance  from  the  militii 
of  the  counties  of  Westmoreland,  Northumberland  &  Bedford,  tf 
General  Hand  may  think  necessary. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHAS.  THOMSON  Seo'y. 


Col.  Wm.  Coats  to  Sup.  Exbo.  GouirciLy  1777. 

Sir, 

I  left  a  List  of  Officers  that  commissions  was  to  have  been  fil'd  np 
for,  the  Battalion  is  to  march  this  day  and  the  officers  refoM  to 
march  without  their  commissions,  I  think  you  will  find  upon  theli^ 
a  Benjamin  Brooke  2nd  Capt.  in  the  6th  Battalion  in  the  Boom  of 
Capt  Pritsman,  Resigned,  also  David  Davis  1st  Lieut,  in  the  di0* 
of  some  other  person  that  waa  appointed,  do  sir  if  paesiUe  let  lio 
have  their  Commissions,  as  you  know  they  think  they  are  not  ofBoeri 
without. 

I  Lave  the  Honor  to 

remain  your  most 

Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

WM.  COATS,  C.  C. 

Lieut,  of  the  County  of  V^ 
Sunday,  August  16th,  1777. 
Directed^ 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Efq., 

*  See  Colon.  Rcc.  Vol.  XI.  p.  212. 
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Cebtificatb  F&om  Col.  Goatf,  1777. 

lUi  18  to  oertifj  that  the  officers  as  under where  appciotcd 

Oia  lint  Battalion  of  Philada.  Go. 

No.  1.  Enaign 


3*pt. ,  No.  7. 

BwtL* ,  Capt. , 

Mond  D  Paul  Knepper,  First  1/ , 

No.  4.  Second  L*             , 

3a|it- Oobhicsy  Ensign  Abraham  Krider, 

latl4  ^ ,  Lieut  for  6  th  Battalion  Joseph 

2nd  L*  Conrad  Orim,  Levering, 


A»g«  18th  1777. 


WM.  COATS  Lieut.  Cd. 


John  Evans  to  V.  P.  Geo.  Bryan,  1777. 

Chester;  11  o'clock,  16th  August,  1777. 


f 


Upon  my  arrival  at  Chester,  I  made  inquiry  into  the  state  of  tho 
litia,  and  I  find  by  the  report  of  my  brother  and  the  Quarter  master 
nera],  that  there  is  now  in  this  place  about  a  thousand  of  the  militia 
<m  the  different  Counties,  from  Berks  County  part  of  two  classes, 
company's,  from  Cumberland  one  Company,  from  Lancaster  part 
two  companies,  none  yet  from  York,  or  Northamton  the  Chester 
uty  Claaa  about  half  complcated,  and  when  compleated  will  have 
QS  niffieient,  a  number  of  arms  will  be  wanted  for  tho  several 
Dpaneys  from  the  different  counties.     The  Quarter  master  says  ho 
i  be  aificulted  to  find  shelter  for  any  more  troops  at  this  place, 
the  empty  houses  being  now  occupied.     If  two  clases  should  come 
»  from  Berks  it  will  defeato  the  order  of  yesterday,  in  sending 
m  to  Peeks-Kill,  unless  tho  express  should  get  over  in  time  to 
ivimt  the  remainder  of  the  second  Class  from  coming  this  way, 
aeral  Armstrong  has  not  yet  been  here. 

I  am  Sir  with 

greate  respect  y 

friend  &  Hble  Serv* 

JOHN  EVANS. 

b  The^Honorable  Gteorge  Bryan,  Esq'r.,  Vice  President  of  tbo 
lie  o'f  Pennsylvania. 

Po  the  oaro  of  Mr.  Vandegraf 1 1 
the  Cross  Keys.  J 

Voii.  v.— 23 
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Jacob  MoEeAN  to  V.  P.  Gkokob  Brtan,  1777. 

Beading,  Berks  Coanty,  Aog*  17%  1777. 
Sir, 

I  just  now  had  the  Hononr  of  a  Letter  from  joa  of  the  16*^  In- 
stant, by  Express;  ordering  the  Second  Glass  of  Militia  of  this 
Connty,  to  March.  It  is  with  great  Pleasure  I  can  inform  yoa  tint 
we  have  already  marched  two  Classes ;  having  nndentood  the  order 
of  His  Excellency  the  President  in  Council  of  the  81"*  of  last  Month, 
in  a  Letter  from  him  of  that  Date  to  me,  to  intend  the  Marcl|JDg  of 
Two  Classes.  • 

It  is  presumed  that  the  Greater  Part  of  the  Twelve  Companies,  of 
which  those  Classes  consist,  are  by  this  Time  at  Chester ;  as  aoferal 
of  them  went  from  thia  Town  the  Week  before  last,  others  last 
Week,  and  the  last  Company  yesterday. 

The  whole  Number,  in  the  two  Classes,  Officers  and  Privates,  sre 
BIX  Hundred  and  fifty  six  Men ;  in  the  Opinion  of  every  one  here 
hearty  and  able  Men,  fit  to  take  the  Field  against  our  invetente 
Enemies.  The  two  Battalions  are  commanded  by  Colonels  Daniel 
Hunter  &  Daniel  Udree. 

I  am,  with  great  Esteem  and  the 

UtmoBt  Eegardy  Sir, 

Your  most  obedieni 

and  most  humble  Servant, 

JACOB  MOROAN. 

Direcfe<fj 

To  the  Honourable  George  Bryan  Esquire,  Yioe  President  of  As 
Supremo  Executive  CounQilof  the  Commonwealth  of  PennsylTtnii} 
at  Philadelphia. 


Brig.  General  Conway  to  Sup.  Exec.  Council,  1777. 

Warminster  Camp,  Bucks  County,  17*^  August,  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

I  did  myself  the  honour  to  write  to  the  Board  three  Days  agoe, 
concerning  the  Weakness  of  the  Pennsylvania  Regimens,  and  pro- 
posed the  means  by  which  I  imagined  they  might  be  reinforead. 
Although  I  was  not  compelled  on  the  subject,  it  ia  nevarthelesi  the 
Duty  of  an  officer  to  give  his  advice  when  he  haa  reasons  to  believs 
it  might  contribute  to  the  Welfare  of  the  Cause.  Since  the  last 
Letter  I  had  the  honour  of  Writing  to  you,  I  heard  that  yoa  had 
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SMolT«d  to  send  seren  hundred  and  fifty  men  to  the  Northern  army. 
I  ttrast  own  to  yon  that  this  reaolye  seems  to  me  to  be  nothing  else 
than  Wasting  men  in  a  most  wanton  manner,  and  at  a  time  when 
are  so  hm  to  be  gott  I  have  already  mentioned  that  in  gen* 
,  bodys  of  Militia  were  of  little  use,  bnt  certainly  if  they  are  of 
great  use  in  their  own  eonntry,  they  will  be  infinitely  less  so  if 
they  are  sent  two  or  three  hundred  miles  from  it,  one  half  of  those 
■srimi  hundred  men  will  remain  sick  or  desert  in  the  road,  and  what 
kandfnll  of  them  might  reach  the  Northern  army,  will  do  bnt  little 
execution.  What  great  strength  will  a  few  harrWd  rawmen  add 
to  all  the  eastern  Militia  and  the  troops  already  geatherd  1  none  in- 
deed I  but  seven  hundred  men  taken  from  this  State  in  the  present 
juncture,  will  injure  it  very  muob,  it  seems  clear  to  every  man  in 
the  Continent  this  Day,  that  Philadelphia  is  the  enomys  chief  object 
he  oertainly  means  to  visit  that  place,  and  will  attempt  it  before  this 
campaign  is  over.  You  have  nothing  to  depend  upon  but  your  own 
troops,  for  the  enemy  will  make  such  feints,  manoeuvres,  and  Diver- 
rions,  as  will  deprive  you  from  the  succour  of  the  other  States ;  and 
indeed  you  might  do  without  it,  if  you  make  proper  use  of  your  own 
Ibrces.  I  find  that  your  troops  make  up  the  strong  half  of  this  army, 
and  although  your  Kegiments  are  not  where  they  should  or  might 
be,  yet  they  seem  to  me  beyond  the  others.  I  am  sure  you  could 
make  up  an  army  able  to  stopp  Mr.  Howes  progress,  this  must  be 
your  chief  oare ;  reinforce  your  Regiments  and  do  not  deprive  your^ 
selves  of  men  which  you  oertainly  will  want  before  it  is  Long. 

I  speak  to  you  freely  and  candidly  as  becomes  a  man  who  fights 
fhr  liberty. 

I  am  with  Respect 

Gentleman, 
your  most  obed* 

humble  servant, 

T.  CONWAY,  B.  G. 


Adam  Hublby  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Camp  at  Graham-park;  Aug*  18*^|  1777. 
Sir, 

In  a  late  resolve  of  Congress,  they  have  been  pleased  to  order  the 
B^mental  pay  masters^  to  examine  into  &  settle  the  Recruiting 
Aooo*"  of  the  Officers  in  each  State  respectively,  *  but  the  mode  laid 
down  for  that  purpose,  cannot  be  put  in  execution,  as  the  Officers  in 
general,  cannot  produce  Vouchers,  for  the  Monies,  expended,  which 
Eaa  occasioned  a  stoppage  in  settling  the  same,  before  this  Time. — 
I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  is  to  be  done  in  this  case,  whether 

Bee  page 


nSF  PENNSILTANLl  ABOHIYIS  1777. 

Of  ao^  tD  Ofttli  will  amwer  the  nme  pwnp&aOj  if  00,  the  tooner  in 
am  be  iofonned,  the  better  it  will  be,  te  setenl  of  mj  Oepta.  with 
their  Sabe.  hate  dmwn  from  15  to  1800  doUan,  aod  nerer  kafi 
iHrovght  above  12  or  16  men  to  the  field.  And  Dotwithitandinc  the 
lu|^  Bam  of  Moneji  they  have  drawa,  k  the  few  Men  they  haie 
brmidit,  atill  they  would  plead  the  want  of  Money  when  I  have  <»- 
dered  them  from  time  to  time  on  the  Reerea'g  servioe. 

I  beg  leave  year  £zoelleDcy  w*^  the  Hon^  the  fiseoattve  Goand 
will  take  thia  moat  neoem'y  matter  into  oonaideration,  and  paaa  your 
epinimia  thereon. 

I  am  8**  with  greatest  respect 

Tour  EzoelleDoye  most  Ob*  ham*  Serv% 

ADM.  HUBLEr  Jr.,  L«  C»  10**  B*.  ♦ 

IHrected, 

Hia  Etoellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Su- 
preme Exeeative  Counoil  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  PhiladelpUSi 


GoL.  B.  Oalbraith  to  Col.  Matlack,  1777. 

Lancaster,  18th  Angoet,  1777. 
Sir, 

In  my  Letter  of  the  14th  Ini^  to  hia  Ezoellenoy,  I  mentioned 
that  I  would  furnish  you  with  a  List  of  the  Officers  who  bad 
marched  to  Camp  at  Ghesteri  in  order  that  they  might  receive  their 
Commissions  there.  Pm  mnch  harried  &  out  of  my  power  to  send 
yoa  that  Idst|  but  request  that  you  will  send  to  Camp  at  Chester, 
Commissions  for  three  Class's  of  the  Militia  agreeable  to  the  regala- 
tions  of  the  Militia  Law,  for  such  Battalions  as  I  have  made  report 
to  yoa  of.     In  haste  I  remain  with  esteem  your  Humble  Serv*, 

BARTBSM  QALBBAITH. 
Directed^ 

To  Col»  Timothy  Motlack. 

Pav*  by  Col*  Lowry. 

*  See  answer  on  page,  688* 
t  See  page  620. 
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,  Supreme  Executivb  Oounoil  to  Col.  Hublby,  1777. 

Iq  CoaocU,  Phikd%  Angusfc  19th  1777. 
Br, 

-This  Day  I  reod  your  Letter  of  the  18th  Ids**  ioformiDg  Coancil 
4ktt  the  mode  which  Congress  had  orderd  the  Regimental  Paymaster 
to  adopt  in  settling  the  accounts  with  the  Becraiting  Officers,  cannot 
lie  pat  into  execution,  hecause  those  Gentlemen  have  neglected  to 
proonre  proper  Vouchers  to  shew  how  they  have  expended  the  Puh- 
liok  monies.  This  is  such  a  neglect  as  will  not  admit  of  Council 
interfering  in  favor  of  the  delinquents,  for  it  is  too  serious  a  truth 
tiukt  the  Publick  Monies  have  been  most  shamefully  Wasted.  Con- 
gress was  Informed  of  this  and  thought  it  absolutely  necessary  to 
gut  a  stop  to  it,  and  was  induced  to  pass  the  Besolve  you  allude  to. 
o  that  if  the  Heoruiting  Officers  expect  to  be  indulged  in  this 
matter  they  must  apply  to  Congress.  That  Hon*  Body  saw  the 
Necessity  of  putting  that  business  on  another  footing  by  rooom- 
ipending  to  the  di&rent  States  to  undertake  it.  Whether  it  will 
answer  their  expectations  time  must  discover,  it  cannot  however 
prove  more  injurious  to  the  Publick  than  that  already  tryd. 

I  am  with  respect, 

Sir,  r  V.  H.  S'vt 

Directedy 
To  Col»  Hublcy. 


Col.  Galbraith  to  Pres.  Whartobt,  17TT. 

lisncaster,  19th  August,  1777. 
May  it  please  your  Excellencie. 

Sir, — ^In  your  Letter  of  the  —  I'm  ordered  to  double  the 

Eards  upon  the  Prisoners  at  Lancaster.  Upon  consulting  with 
r.  Atlee  I  find  that  the  Guards  now  on  duty  there  are  composed 
of  one  Company  under  Cap'  Weaver,  raised  by  order  of  Congress 
for  this  duty,  which  should  consist  of  76  privates,  exclusive  of 
Serjints,  Corporals,  Drum  &  fife,  &  is  nearly  compleat,  &  about  40 
Militia  likewise  under  Capt*  Weavers  direction,  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  one  hundred  &  twinty  men.     While  Capt.  Weavers  Cnm- 

Satiy  was  a  raising,  the  Militia  was  ordered  by  the  Committee  to  do 
nty  under  him  &  his  Officers  (to  save  the  expense  of  a  double  set 

•  Bee  pa0p  6S1. 
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of  Officers)  &  as  bis  Company  increased  they,  the  Militia,  were 
gradually  redaeed  to  the  number  now  under  him.  These  Militia 
have  been  regularly  mustered  &  paid  off  by  Mr.  Atlee  at  the  end  of 
each  month  out  of  the  pabliok  moneys  in  his  hands,  &  with  Oapt 
Weavers  Company  afford  just  three  relieves  for  the  different  pcati 
nescisiary  for  Centries  in  Lane',  allowing  about  40  men  on  Goaid 
each  day. 

As  the  Militia  of  the  town  of  Lancaster  have  now  gott  into  pritty 
good  order  so  that  I  can  upon  the  Shortest  notice  Increase  the 
Uuards,  and  I'm  uncertain  whither  the  Presid*  meant  that  I  should 
Increase  the  Ouards  to  double  the  number  of  Oapt.  Weayers  Com- 
pany only,  or  to  double  the  number  of  the  whole  Who  now  do  duty 
under  him  Including  the  40  Militia. 

I  beg  leave  to  trouble  the  President  and  ask  his  further  directioiu 
in  the  Matter,  as  soon  as  convenient,  which  will  be  Punotially  Com- 
plied with,  by  his  most  obed't  H'ble  Serv't, 

BARTREM  OALBRATTH. 
Lieut,  for  Lancaster  Oounty. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Exeellcncie  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq'r,  President  for  the 
Stale  of  Pennsylv*,  Philada. 


PRBSiDEirr  ov  Supreme  Executive  Council  to  Joseph 

Donaldson,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  19^  August,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  layed  before  Council  yonr  Letter,  written  jointly  with  Mioh' 
Hahn  &  John  Hay.*  Precepts  for  the  offenders  you  complain  of, 
were  instantly  issued,  &  John  Reynolds,  an  Ensign,  William  McCoy, 
a  Lieutenant,  &  Andrew  Byers,  a  Serjeant  in  a  Company  under  John 
Steel,  Jun%  of  Carlisle,  were  bound  over.  These,  by  their  own 
account,  were  at  Dover-Town  on  the  2*  Instant,  &  probably  all  aided 
in  the  riot,  unlawful  imprisonments,  &o.  Reynolds  confessed  ha 
tjed  the  hands  of  Captain  Daniel  May. 

Mr..  Hogg,  of  Cumberland,  will  transmit  their  recognizance.  Care 
should  be  taken  to  hold  the  complainants  bound  to  prosecute. 

The  attention  that  has  been  paid  by  you  to  this  Duainess,  will,  it 
is  to  be  hoped,  check  the  vivacity  of  young  offioers;  for  they  are 
ohiefiy  to  be  blamed  for  excesses  of  thb  nature..    The  privates  can  . 
hardly  refuse  to  take  a  part 

I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  most  Obed.  Servant  , 
Directed^ 

To  Joseph  Donaldson,  Esq. 

*  See  this  letter  dopedtioBs,  p.  496. 
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BoABD  07  War  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

War  Office,  Aub*  19*^  1777. 
Sir, 

As  the  Faraace  for  casting  of  Cannon  stands  still  for  Want  of  Cop- 
petf  a  Load  of  which  has  been  sent  down  to  this  City  from  French 
bnA ;  bat  it  is  said  to  belong  to  this  State,  &  the  affair  relative  to  tho 
^rnace  &  Materials  for  casting  the  Cannon  is,  I  believe  jet  unsettled. 
But  as  it  would  be  disserviceable  to  the  public  Interest  for  the  Works 
k>  be  stopped,  I  must  request  jour  Excell'cy  &  the  Council  will  con- 
tent that  the  Copper  should  be  used  for  the  present,  &  the  Value 
^d  at  the  Time  of  Settlenffent  for  the  whole. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be. 

With  great  Respeet, 

Tour  very  obed.  Serv., 

KICHARD  PETERS,  Secy. 

Pablio  Service. 

His  Excellency,  Tho*  Wharton,  jr.^  Esq.^  Preddent  of  the  Sup. 
Ex.  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 
War.  Office, 
Richard  Peters,  Sec'y. 


Fhomas  Dorset  to  Supreme  Execxttiyb  Council,  1777. 

To  the  Honorable,  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  for  the  State  of 

Pennsylvania. 

MBdoQieiiy 

Having  had  the  honor  of  your  appointment  as  Pay  Master  for  the 
Walitia  of  this  State,  and  already  received  and  paid  considerable  Sums, 
ho,  not  altogether  satisfied  of  the  propriety  of  acting  without  your 
vders,  and  numbers  of  the  Malitia  being  hourly  expected  from  the 
BSnrent  Counties,  Should  be  glad  of  your  honor's  particular  direo- 
ion  i§  tho  disposal  of  the  Charge  Committed  to  my  care ;  and  as 
Bj  Conduct  in  the  Field  has  always  met  the  approbation  of  my 
mperiors,  I  flatter  myself  the  conducting  in  this  to  equal  Satisfaction. 

kntlemen, 

Having  refused  considerable  offers  in  tho  service  of  the  States, 
Ironi  no  other  principles  than  those  of  honor,  and  trusting  to  the 
jeDeronty  aud  justness  of  your  honor's  determinations,  enter'd  on  a 
Wat  to  which  there  are  no  Conditions  aa  yet  fixt,  should  esteem  your 
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honor's  taking  my  early  entering  the  Service  into  consideration,  tnd 
settling  my  rank  &  pay,  which  favor  shall  be  gratefaUj  Acknow- 
ledged by  your  honor's  most  Obedient  humble  Servant, 

THOM.  DORSET. 

Aug*  20*»,  1777. 

Directed, 
The  Honorable  Supreme  Coancil  for  the  State  of  PenniylniM*. 


Supreme  Executiyb  Council  to  Bsleqates  in  CoNaBXSSy 

1777. 

Philadelphia,  20>^  Aug",  1777. 
Gent, 

Conneil  desire  that  yon  will  represent  to  Congress  that  the  Mi^tit 
last  called  out  in  this  State,  have  been  rendevoueing  at  Chester,  A 
are  still  arriving  there.  As  this  is  the  Season  for  sowing  Wiiter 
corn,  on  which  this  county  greatly  depends,  &  labourers  are  become 
very  scarce,  they  are  sensible  that  great  distress  must  ensue  upoi 
continuing  these  people  embodied.  In  this  circumstaiKtei  it  will 
afford  very  sensible  satisfaction  to  the  Council,  as  well  as  relief  to 
the  industrious  Inhabitants,  if  public  affiiirs  may  admit  of  the  dis- 
missing of  part  of  the  Militia,  especially  as  they  are  very  deficient  ia 
Arms,  &  blankets,  &  totally  unprovided  with  tents, 

I  am; 

Gent, 

Your  most  obed* 

&  very  hum  Serv*, 
Directedf 

To  Robert  Morris,  Geo.  Clymer,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  James  Wilsoa 
&  Jonathan  Smith,  Bsq'*,  Delegates  in  CongreiBB  for  PennailvMia- 


Abchibald  McClean  to  Vice  Prsscdbnt  Geobgb  Bbtan, 

1777.  • 

York,  21«*  AugMt,  1777. 

May  it  please  your  Honour. 

In  my  tedious  letter  of  the  12**^  Instant  I  endeavpmed  to  gifo 
unto  the  Council  an  Impartial  Account  of  the  present  state  of  tbs 
County  and  ako  to  what  oausea  I  attribute  it's  supiDeoeas,  inaetivitj 
i^d  aversiou  to  the  operations  of  OorveinmeoL 
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In  t^e  ooane  of  which  I  took  oooasion,  u  I  wti  naturally  led,  to 
nantion  the  name  of  M'  Rosa,  which  I  deaigned  only  as  a  private 
BJIbnBation  to  the  Gounoil  of  hia  oondnct,  when  here,  and  as  it  b^ 
lean  that  the  General  Asaembly,  at  their  laat  aitting,  have  by  sundry 
leaolntiona,  adopted  a  mode  whereby  the  sense  of  the  people  at 
ai^  nay  be  taken  on  the  question,  Whether  a  convention  shall  bo 
low  called  ?  and  which  I  had  heard,  (and  only  heard)  waa  with  tho 
Address  of  the  Assembly  to  the  People  to  be  published  with  the 
htane  of  Government,  for  their  perusal,  but  none  of  which  havo 
leen  transmitted  here  that  I  know  of,  and  indeed  I  only  got  a  view 
4  the  Address  casually  on  yesterday  for  the  first  time. 

I  would  therefore  Bequest,  that  aa  there  are  by  the  aaid  Resolves 
^«uniber  of  copies  to  be  sent  to  each  County,  to  be  distributed  among 
he  Inhabitants  for  their  perusal,  in  order  that  they  may  have  au 
ipportunity  to  make  up  their  minds  on  the  question;  that  M''  Morris 
M  desired  to  use  his  endeavours,  by  tho  first  safe  opportunity,  either 
>y  post  or  otherwise  to  send  to  me  tho  quota  for  this  County,  as  well 
a  the  Gkrmaa  as  the  English,  and  which  I  presume  will  admit  of 
10  longer  delay,  as  the  time  for  the  question  is  fast  approaching. 

But  before  I  conclude  this  head,  I  would  just  mention  that  I  think 
lumbers  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  place  are  already  prcpossed 
igainst  the  said  Address,  and  from  complying  with  the  mode  to  bo 
idopted  by  the  said  Resolves,  from  the  representation  given  thereof 
)y  M'  Ross,  he  in  divers  companies  having  asserted,  that  it  was  re- 
)lete  with  gross  falsehood,  and  a  misrepresentation  of  facts,  and 
ffaich  he  further  said  would  be  exposed,  and  properly  answered,  and 
intil  which  is  done,  or  something  appears  on  that  head,  numbers 
rill  continue  in  a  state  of  suspcncc. 

I  would  also  here  beg  your  indulgence  whilst  I  mention,  that  tho' 
!  wrote  pretty  freely  with  Respect  of  M'  McCalister,  yet  I  would 
le  understood  as  giving  private  information  to  the  Council  of  his 
nactivity  which  arose  partly  from  his  natural  disposition,  and  engage- 
nent  with  his  domestic  affairs,  and  partly  from  his  not  being  rccon- 
died  to  the  present  frame  of  government,  and  being  dissatisfied 
herewith  doth  not  incline  to  act  vigorously,  lest  a  form  disagreable 
o  him  should  by  his  own  acts  be  Recognized,  and  remotely  be  fioally 
iftabliahed;  I  have  good  reasons  to  believe  these  to  be  his  motivoS| 
mty  that  he  is  hearty  in  our  common  Defence,  if  it  could  be  pursued 
D  any  other  line  I  am  fully  convinced  of.* 

I  must  confess  I  was  chagrined,  at  some  part  of  his  conduct,  which 
iw,  hii  inattention  to  the  having  the  Militia  arranged  as  required 
»y  the  Iaw,  that  tho'  I  had  done  every  thing  in  my  Power  by  Re- 
ivaating  and  pressing,  to  have  the  classes  of  the  Militia,  in  the  Rat- 
•lion  to  which  I  belong,  (and  of  which  he  is  also  the  Colonel,  by 
SlooUon)  formed  and  known,  yet  such  was  the  inattention  shewu 

*  See  Mr.  Mo("8  own  statement,  August  28,  p.  658 

23* 
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thereto,  that  not  one  elaes  of  the  Bettellion  mm  dnwUi  or  famed, 
until  I  offered  my  serviee  to  ha?e  it  performed  upon  the  firank  dty 
of  this  month,  at  which  time  I  happened  (and  which  I  now  rejoki 
in)  to  be  drawn  in  the  first  class,  but  being  deeply  engaged  in  pob- 
lick  business,  could  not  without  nedeotinff  the  same  procure  a  lak 
atitute,  and  the  procuring  of  which  I  could  leisurely  haTO  done  hid 
the  classes  been  made  out  about  three  months  ago,  as  the  Law 
directed,  but  after  a  few  days  riding  I  hare  been  fortunate  enough  to 
procure  a  sufficient  substitute,  who  is  now  on  his  march,  in  obe&nei 
of  the  requisitions  of  Council. 

And  now  I  with  pleasure  say  that  more  hath  been  done  in  asjnritod 
manner  amongst  the  Militia,  in  some  parts  of  the  County  since  the 
Date  of  my  former  Letter,  than  hath  hitherto  been  done  sinee  the 
Arrangements  under  the  present  Law  were  first  attempted. 

As  I  propose  to  be  in  Philadelphia  on  the  latter  end  of  next  month 
or  the  beeinning  of  October,  and  not  sooner,  I  should  in  the  mem 
time  be  gUd,  by  post  or  some  other  safe  opportunity,  to  have  abook 
two  or  three  D^n  of  Marriage  Lioenses,  as  I  ha?e  nearly  distribafted 
those  which  I  brought  with  me. 

I  am  Sir, 

With  due  Bespect  and  Esteem 

Your  meet  obedient  humble  Servant, 

ARCH'D  MoGLEAN. 

P.  S.  I  would  be  glad  to  have  the  Commisaiona  for  the  other 
Justices  by  the  next  post 

Directed, 

To  The  Honourable  George  Bryan,  Eaqr.,  Vice  Preeadent  cf  the 
Sapreme  Executive  Council,  Philadelphia. 


Lbbson  Simmons  to  Statb  Navy  Board,  1777. 

The  Honorable  the  State  Navy  Board,  P6rt  Penn,  Agst  y  21;  1777. 

Gentlemen, 

At  6  o'clock  this  morning  we  discovered  one  of  the  Enemies 
Ships  &  2  Schooners  abrest  of  Bombay  hook,  at  2  o'doek  this  after- 
noon Cap*  Alexander  the  Frigate  Behiware  hove  out  a  signal  for 
^ting  under  way,  sending  the  smallest  vessel  ahead  with  himself 
m  the  senior  and  the  other  Ships  with  the  fire  vessels  in  the  rear,  the 
wind  S.  W.,  a  moderate  gail,  the  have  just  cleared  the  lower  end  of 
the  Hand,  wo  have  half  an  owcr  ago  discovered  another  of  the 
Enemies  Vessels,  an  do  amagin  that  the  other  2  Ships  I  was  informed 
ware  below  are  not  out  of  Site  of  them ;  should  the  Fleet  ingsge, 
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I  fluek  no  doubt  they  will,  fhall  Dispateh  BDOther  Ezprasf 
H  MNNi  as  I  oan  diaooTer  what  Ships  they  are  mgaged  with. 
•  I  lam, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  Yerj  Humble  Servt, 

i..  LEESON  SIMMONS.* 

This  day  half  after  five,  in  the  afternoon,  the  Enemies  frigat  that 
hiT  at  ancor  in  sight  gose  under  way  Standing  Dowq  our  fleet  under 
all.  "Sail  iu  chasoi  the  smallest  vessel  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
them. 


./" 


i     t 


Bbsolutions  of  Congress.  1777. 

In  Congress,  Aug^  22%  1777- 
BanlTed, 

Thftt  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  state  of  Maryland 
tmniadiately  Co  oall  out  not  less  than  two  thousand  select  militia  to 
repel  the  expected  invasion  by  the  enemy  of  the  state  of  Pcnnsyl- 
'fnaifti  Delaware  or  Maryland.  That  1250  of  the  militia  on  tho 
wnatcm  ahore  of  Maryland  repair  as  soon  as  poaiible  to  Baltimore 
and  Harford  towns ;  that  750  of  the  militia  on  the  eastern  shore 
repair  as  soon  as  possible  to  George-town  on  Sassafras,  there  to 
wait  the  directions  of  his  excellency  Gen*  Washington. 

That  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  be  requested  to  keep  up  4000  of 
their  militia  to  assist  in  repelling  the  threatened  attack  of  the  enemy 
l^j  the  way  of  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  bay's ;  that  these  rendes- 
Toos  at  Lancaster,  Downingtown,  &  Chester,  as  the  oouncil  of  the 
said  state  shall  direct,  &  that  they  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  Gene- 
nd  Waahington. 

That  the  state  of  Delaware  be  requested  to  call  one  thousand  of 
their  militia  to  rendezvous  at  New-port  &  Christiana  Bridge,  there 
to  wait  the  orders  of  his  excellency  Gen^  Washington. 

That  the  state  of  Virginia  be  requested  to  draw  out  one  third  of 
the  militia  of  each  of  the  counties  of  Prince  William,  Fairfax,  Lou- 
don, Berkeley,  Frederick,  Dunmore,  Faquier  and  Culpepper,  and 
manh  them  to  Frederioktown  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  there  to 
wait  the  orders  of  General  Washington. 

That  the  militia  requested  from  the  states  aforesaid  be  in  the  pay 
oCthe  oontinent  until  the  30^  day  of  November  next,  unless  sooner 
disehared  by  Congress  or  tho  commander  in  chief. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  each  of  the  above  states  to  remove  all 

*  See  CoL  Rec.  Vol.  XI,  p.  276-0. 
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ko«U  Ilii4  Mhar  fllmfti  provbioni,  gift»t  ttvAl  and  ttHilRy  staMf 
provender,  oftttle,  and  ftil  lite  Btooky  waggons,  oarts  aad  hoiMi  m 
the  way  of  the  enemy's  march,  to  places  of  ufetji  and  to  deitiof 
what  cannot  he  removed  in  due  time. 

That  General  Washington  be  directed  to  order  Brigadier  Genenl 
8m  all  wood  and  Colonel  Gut  to  repair  immediately  to  the  atate  of 
Maryland,  to  arrangei  aaroh  and  command  the  militia  required  of 
that  atate. 

By  Order  of  Goagreai, 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  ftend't 


Thomas  Savadqe  to  Statb  Boabd  of  War,  1777. 

Pennsylvania  Salt  Works,  Aag*<  22, 1777. 
Sir, 

I  embrace  the  opportunity  of  Lien^  James  Satten  GomiDg  ti 
Town,  to  send  for  five  hundred  poanda,  which  you  will  j^lease  to  pvi 
ikim  an  order  on  the  treasurer  for  and  charge  it  to  the  aooonnt  ef 
these  Works. 

My  Millwrights  have  nearly  compleated  the  mUl  andpiunp^wod^ 
when  doae  ahiSl  go  to  work  with  two  or  three  pana  iE  a  lew  daja 

1  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  H'ble  Serr'C, 

THOS.  SAYABGE. 

JHreeUdf 

1V>  the  Hon'ble  the  President  of  the  Hon'ble  board  of  War  t» 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

ipfav^.of  LieuO 
.     Sutter,'  £sq^     j 


P&BsiDBFT  Whabion  TO  Gflv.  Edwaed  Hakd,  1777. 

Philadi.,  22«  A«g>,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  communicated  to  Oooncil  your  Letter,  &  tlie  inclosed  aceoouts* 
of  the  late  inroads  &  cruelties  of  the  savoges.  Ton  may  be  asittfed 
that  Council  without  loss  of  time,  took  the  same  into  ooudderatiODi 
and  I  take  this  opportunity  'to  inform  you,  that  the  moat  flili  aad 
explicit  Instructions  had  been  already  forwarded  to  Archibald 

*  See  page  448. 
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btagfarie,  Siq%  Lieu*  of  WtetmoreltDd.    He  is  oommanded  lo  fulfiil 

Ear  «rden  for  detatoboientB  &  parties  of  MilUia  to  the  utmoat  of 
iMwer.    Theae  diapatohea  ara  dated  the  6^  of  thia  month. 
The  like  injnootiona  are  now  forwarded  to  John  Piper,  Eaqaire, 
Uentenant  of  Bedford  GoaDtj,  &  to  Samuel  Hunter,  Eaq^  Liea^  of 
Koffihsmberland.    We  hope  joa  will  be  able  to  deii? e  the  aeoeaaary 
idvaotagea  from  the  Militia  of  theae  Countiea. 
Your  letter  &  the  other  paperS|  we  layed  before  GoDgreaa. 

lafflj 

Sir,  .  r 

Yoor  most  obcd.  hum.  serv't. 
Direeiedj 
Oen>  Edw'd  Hand. 


BUF.  Exic.  CounciL  to  Libut's  of  oirtadt  Go's,  1777. 

'     Philadelpbia,  22«  Aug",  1777. 


Coanoil  would  have  been  glad  to  have  beard  from  you  concerning 
Um  ftale  of  the  Militia  of  your  Oounty ;  k  the  rather,  aa  the  Indians 
have  ahewn  a  diapoaition  to  be  troablesome.  Gongreaa  hare 
requested  of  us  to  direct  you  to  assist  General  Hand,  who  is  sta- 
tioned on  the  Ohio;  to  take  care  of  the  frontier,  in  such  manner  as 
nay  be  necessary.  We  hope  you  will  be  able  to  do  this.  The 
Lieutenants  of  Northumberland  &  Westmoreland  have  like  instruc- 
tiona.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  any  persons,  who  profess  any 
altaehment  to  the  common  cause  of  America,  yet  persist  in  hinder- 
iDff  you  to  form  the  Glasses.  In  these  Eastern  bounties,  the 
Muitia  are  in  regular  order,  &  some  have  embodied  three  Glasses  ; 
others  two.  No  Tory  pretending  to  be  a  Whig,  dares  hint  any 
oppoaation,  &  the  monies  advanced  to  substitutes  are  levying  every 
where. 

It  is  recommended  to  you,  &  you  are  hereby  ordered  to  embody 
&m>  many  of  the  Militia  of  Bedford  County  as  the  aervico 
require,  &  aa  General  Hand  may  demand  3  taking  oare  to  dia- 
ivibate  the  burden  ao  aa  to  render  it  equal  &  easy  as  may  be. 
.  Xhifl  seems  to  be  the  stress  of  the  Gampain,  General  Howe  has 
appeared  in  Virginia.  The  Eastern  Militia  of  this  state  wait  on  hia 
motions.  Gen^  Burgoine  has  pressed  into  the  settlements  of  New 
Tork|  but  on  the  16^  Ins*  the  Militia  of  Nowhampshirc  gave  a  sig- 
nal blow  to  his  rear.  While  the  Militia  of  New  York  have  repulsed 
another  Gorps,  which  was  penetrating  by  way  of  Oswego  towards 
the  Hudson  &  Albany,  k  had  blockaded  Fort  Stanwix.    In  this 
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cifmnnttaaoe  Goaneil  expect  thai  the  people  of  yoar  Coaotj,  who 
heve  formerly  exerted  themeeWes  in  a  remarkable  maniier,  in  the 
cause  of  Lib^y,  in  distant  placee,  will  not  fail  of  diaplajing  eqotl 
aotivity  &  leal  in  the  delenoe  of  their  neighbonn,  &  th«r  own 
fhmiliei. 

I  ineloie  to  yon  a  Oopy  of  the  reqaeet  of  Gongreaa.  Be  exact  k 
careful  in  having  the  Oorpa  ft  detachmenta  of  Militia  which  yon  find 
out  mustered,  ft  their  numbers  properly  certified.  We  have  appointed 
paymasters  of  Militia,  one  for  each  Coun^,  one  over  all  the  State. 
There  ought  to  he  one  named  for  Bedford^  an  exact  truaty  peiaon. 


Letter  to  Westmoreland. 

I  wrote  to  yon  on  the  5*^  Ina*  in  answer  to  yonr  desire  to  be 
instructed  how  to  act  in  regard  to  the  demands  of  G«n'  Haud  fbr 
parties  ft  detatchments  of  Militia.  This  incloses  a  copy  thereof.  I 
now  confirm  ft  renew  the  orders  then  given,  ft  I  tmat  yon  trill  M 
able  to  fullfil  them.  Congress  have  since  added  their  request  on 
this  head.  The  Lien^  of  Bedford*  ft  Northumberland  have  like 
instructions  from  us. 

This  seems  to  be  the  stress^  &c.|  as  last  part  above. 

P.  S. — ^In  some  of  the  Conntiea  on  this  aide  of  Soaqnehamai  t 
Olaases  of  Militia  have  been  drawn  ont,  in  others  two  Claaaea. 

Direciedf 
To  Lieu^  of  Bedford,  Northumberland  ft  Westmoreland. 


State  Navy  Board  to  Sup.  Exec.  Coukcil,  1777. 

State  Navy  Board,  August  28d,  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

• 

The  Oontinental  'Navy  Board  waited  on  na  this  morning  and  n* 
quested  that  we  wou'd  send  down  to  the  aasistanee  of  Oapt.  Alexante 
three  of  onr  armed  Gktlley'a  and  two  fire  Veaeela.  The  board  not 
request  you'l  be  pleased  to  take  the  matter  into  yonr  eonaidenrtioB 
and  give  us  anch  order  as  you  see  meet. 

By  Order  of  the  Board, 

JOSEPH  BLEWER,  Cm. 
Directedf 

To  Hon'ble  Supreme  Executive  Gooncil;  Ptea* 
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SUPBSMB  EXECUTIYB   COUNCIL  TO  Lx.   HSNRY.   1777. 

Philadelphia,  23d  AugS  1777. 

Counoil  in  oonseqtieDoe  of  the  approach  of  Oeneral  Howe  hj  way 
of  the  bay  of  Cheaapeak,  orders  you  to  compleat  instantly  in  the 
faUaai  manner  the  third  class  of  the  Militia  of  the  Citv  &  Liberties 
of  Philadelphia,  &  to  march  the  same  without  loss  of  time  to  Down- 
inflii  Town  in  Chester  County. 

Xou  are  likewise  required  to  embody  a  detachment  with  suitable 
iCoera  of  the  artillery  of  the  City  &  Liberties,  equal  to  three  eights 
of  the  whole  of  said  Corps;  and  to  send  them  forthwith,  with  suitable 
Gannon^  in  the  following  divisions.  That  is  to  say  one  half  of  them 
to  the  Burrough  of  Chester;  &  the  other  half  to  Downingtown,  in 
Oheater  County. 

TIm  third  class,  k  the  Artillery  above  ordered,  will  on  their  arrival 
•I  the  places  assigned  to  them,  receive  the  commands  of  General 
Vashington. 

I  am  sir, 

N.  B.  The  'disposition  of  the  Artillery  is  to  be  aeoording  to  the 
ordeiB  of  General  Armstrong. 

JKreeted, 
Wm.  Henry,  Esq.,  lieu*  of  Philada.  city  &  Liberties.* 


Y.  P.  6eo»  Bbtah  to  Col.  Oalbraith,  1777* 

Philadelphia,  23d  Aug*,  1777. 
Sir, 

A  letter  to  you  from  ^Council  went  by  express  for  Lancaster  yes- 
terday. You  were  then  desired  to  send  down  no  more  Militia,  but 
detain  them  at  Lancaster.  Foi^  the  greater  clearness,  1  now  desire 
thai  you  stop  any  there,  any  that  may  arrive  from  beyond  Susque- 
'baaiia.  The  design  of  Council  is  to  form  a  Corps  in  your  County. 
In  this  view,  tiiey  this  day  order  2  classes  from  Northampton  to 
Luicaster. 

Gen.  W.  passes  thro'  this  City  early  to-morrow,  to  the  westward. 
Tbe  Enemy  were  yesterday  near  Sasafras  River  but  still  embarked. 

I  am  Sir, 

Y'  very  obod«  &  hum.  Serv* 

O.  B.  Vice  Pres«. 

To  B.  Oalbraith,  Esq'r. 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.  YoL  XI.,  p.  275 
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Sup.  Exec.  Council,  to  Lieut.  Weitzel,  1777. 

In  Gounoili  Philadelphia^  Aug"  23d|  1777. 

ESr, 

Intelligenoe  was  yesterdaj  received  by  Coogren  'of  the  aninl 
of  the  British  Fleet  in  Ghesepeak  Bay,  and  that  they  are  pie> 
paring  to  land  the  army  near  the  head  of  the  Bay,  with  a  Tiew  of 
penetrating  the oonn try  this  way.  This  intelligence  makes  it  neoeHii; 
to  alter  the  orders  given  for  your  Militia  to  maioh  to  the  northwarl 
and  the^fore  instead  of  complying  with  that  order  yoa  are  hsiebf 
directed  to  marohHhe  first  ft  second  class  with  all  possible  expeditioo 
to  the  Barrongh  of  Lancaster,  which  it  is  ftared  flMy  be  mn  objeet  of 
^he  Enemy,  there  to  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  Oca.  Washinstoi. 
The  Oonncil  hope  that  every  exertion  will  be  made  to  eoBfdeatSieae 
two  dasses.  Your  infloenoe  and  utmost  indsurtry  will  be  necesssiy 
on  this  occasion  and  we  firmly  rely  on  your  seal  in  this  -righteeal 
caase,  and  at  so  important  and  critical  a  time  to  send  these  dassai 
liiU  and  eompleat;  and  that  you  will  leave  no  meaanras  untried  to 
furnish  them  with  arms  ft  blankets,  what  diffioiencleaare  nnavoidahiip 
we  request  you  will  immediately  inform  the  Council  of,  as  well  if 
make  exact  returns  of  the  number  of  men,  and  the  condition  of  tkefr 
arms,  &c.,  that  effectual  means  may  be  taken  to  supply  them  as  well 
as  our  situation  will  possibly  admit  of. 

Directed^ 
To  Jno.  Weitsel,  Esq.,  Lieut  of  Northampton. 


Presidbht  of  C0KORB88  TO  SfiBsiDEira  Whabtov,  177T. 

FhUada.j  August  2Sd,  1777. 

Gentlemen, 

In  the  present  cridcal  Situation  of  Affiurs,  the  Congress  ham 
come  to  the  enclosed  Kesolves*  for  the  Defence  of  the  several  Statei 
therein  mentioned,  which  I  make  no  Doubt  you  will  immediately 
carry  into  Execution.  The  absolote  Necessity  of  Exertion  and 
Vigour  on  the  Occasion,  is  too  apparent  to  be  pointed  out.  It  is 
sufBcient  to  observe,  that  an  active  and  spirited  Behaviour  in  the 
Militia  will  buve  the  most  beneficial  Mooii,  bjp  oonvkidDg  our 

*  See  page  498. 
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Knemiei  of  our  Determination  to  oppose  them   with  the  utmost 
KnnnesB  and  Reaolution. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

Oentlemen^ 

jour  most  obed*  & 

▼ery  h'blo  Serv't, 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Piesid*. 

Directed, 

On  Public  Service.  To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton^  Esq', 
Pnssid«nty  and  the  Hon'ble  Members  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Cooncil  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


SuPRSMB  Executive  Council  to  Lieutenants,  1777. 

Augmt  the  23'  1777. 
Sir, 

In  consequence  of  the  resolves  of  Congress  of  the  thirty  first  day 
of  July*  last,  inclosed,  we  hereby  authorize  and  require  you,  taking 
to  your  assistance  such  of  the  Justices,  or  Sub-Lieutenants,  as  may 
be  oonyenient,  to  nominate  at  least  four  suitable  persons  to  recruit 
men  to  fill  up  the  regiments  raised  in  this  state,  and  send  their 
names,  as  soon  as  vou  conveniently  can  to  Council.  The  persons 
you  nominate  may  immediately  begin  to  recruit,  sending  such  men 
as  they  may  enlist,  and  also  such  deserters  as  they  take  up,  as  soon 
as  may  be,  to  ,  where  an  officer  will  be  appointed  by 

his  Excellency  General  Washington  to  receive  them.  Money  wiU 
be  sent  to  you  by  the  first  opportunity.  You  should  take  proper 
security  of  the  persons  you  nominate,  who  are  to  conform  strictly  to 
the  enclosed  resolves  of  Congress. 


COMMITTSE   FOB   DRIVING   OFF   CaTTLE,   TO    PRESIDENT 

Wharton,  1777. 

Northampton,  in  Bucks,  23d  August,  1777. 
Sir, 

In  Consequence  of  your  Requests  of  the  25th  &  27th  July,  I 
dohetod  the  Committee  of  this  County  for  driving  off  the  Stock  on 
y*  81st.  Who  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  most  effectual 
way  to  carry  the  Resolutions  of  the  Assembly  into  Execution  would 
be  to  nominate  certain  persons  in  each  Township,  to  whom  the 

*  See  p.  469,  470. 
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• 

Ordera  of  Cotincil  signed  by  ]^onr  Ezcelleocy  might  be  directed. 
The  Coinroittcc  likewise  thought  proper  to  appoint  James  Beiwiet, 
John  VaDdegrift,  and  Richard  Gibbs  a  Committee  of  Corr^spon- 
deuce  to  receive  from  your  Excellency  the  Orders  of  Council  and, 
whenever  the  approach  of  the  Enemy  may  make  it  neccssarj,  see 
them  put  into  Execution  in  sach  Townships  as  they  shall  jadge 
expedient.     The  persons  nominated  are  as  follows,  viz  : 

BBNSALKM.^-Benjamin  Seyems,  Lawrence  Johnson,  &  Heuy 
Bouser. 

Bristol  Borough. — David  Kennedy. 

Bristol  Township. — Robert  Patterson  &  John  Bamsley. 

Palls. — ^Thomas  Harvey,  William  Kilpatrick,  &  Henry  Pftner. 

MiDDLETOWN. — Jonathan  Hibbs,  William  (Joslin  &  James  OreB> 

Southampton. — Simon  Vanarsdal^  Nicholas  Yanarsdal  &  SSjl 
Beans. 

NoBTHABfPTON. — Geiret  Dungan,  Jacob  Bennet,  &  Ghristitt 
Hegeman. 

Newtown. — Peter  Leffertse  &  Abram  Johnson. 

Lower  MaketMeld. — Peter  Vansant,  Cornelioe  Slack  &  Cene- 
lius  Vansant. 

Upper  Makefeild. — James  Mathews,  James  M'Near  &  JsmM 
Tolbert. 

Weightstown. — James  Barron  &  Henry  M'Kenstrj. 

Warwiok. — ^Benjamin  Snodgrass,  jun%  Andrew  McMioken  i 
John  Ramsey. 

Warminster. — Isaak  Hoff  &  Charles  Gerrison. 

Warrington. — ^William  Long  k  Robert  Weir. 

Newbritain. — Samuel  Weir  %  John  Barton. 

Bdckinobam.— John  Carr,  John  Sampler,  William  Smpflon  k 
William  Bennet. 

Solesbury. — Barnet  Vanhom,  William  Neily  &  Joshia  Winter. 

Plumstead. — Robert  Gibson,  John  Danlap  A  David  NesUt. 

Bedminster. — Andrew  Armstrong,  Rob^  M^'Neily  &  Peter 
Stout. 

HiLTOWN. — James  Armstrong  &  Henry  Lewis. 

I  am 

Yonr  Exoollency^B 

Most  Obedient  k 

Most  Hum'ble  Serv% 

HENRY  WYNKOOP. 

Directed. 

To  his  Excellenqy  Thomas  Wharton,  E8q^,  President  of  Penttsyl* 
▼ania. 

See  Colon.  Bee  YoL  XL,  p,  280. 
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OxNfiBAL  Orders  reported  by  Town  Major. 

Aagust  let,  1777. 
Oenenl  Washington  Commanding. 

AugoBt  2d^  1777. 

kUDtionB  for  the  Officer  who  is  to  Eaoort  the  Prisoners  of^  and 

State  Prisoners  to  Virginia. 

.  Ton  mnst  take  under  jonr  Care  all  the  Prisoners  of  War  now 
his  City,  and  march  them  bj  the  usual  Road  to  Frederick-Town, 
^mnia,  where  you  are  put  them  into  the  Gaol  under  the  care  of 
Officer  commanding  there. 

.  The  Seijeant  who  Commands  the  other  Party  is  to  take  charge 
11  the  Prisoners  of  State  or  Tories  now  in  the  New  Gaol  of  this 
f,  and  escort  them  to  Winchester  in  the  State  of  yirginia,  where 
if  to  put  them  in  the  Gaol  under  the  care  of  the  Commanding 


!.  Both  Parties  are  to  proceed  together  as  far  as  their  respective 
its  will  admit,  under  the  command  of  the  Officer.  But  care 
it  be  had  that  the  Prisoners  or  Guards  do  not  mix  on  the  march. 
which  purpose  the  Serjeant  must  march  his  party  at  a  small 
•noe  in  the  Rear  of  the  Officers. 

:.  The  Prisoners  must  be  marched  in  compact  Bodies,  &  none  of 
m  permitted  to  Straggle ;  nor  must  the  men  of  the  Escort  be 
nilted  to  mix  with  the  Prisoners,  but  keep  outside  that  body, 
b%  eareful  that  none  of  them  sieze  or  handle  the  arms. 

'.  Bhonld  any  of  the  Prisoners  of  War  or  Tories  behave  impro- 
[j  yon  are  to  Hand-Cuff  them.  Should  they  Mutiny  you  must 
press  it  by  gentle  means  or  force. 

u  The  Prisoners  of  War  are  to  be  Victualled  by  Mr.  David 
nks,  the  English  Agent,  or  Persons  employed  by  him. 
*he  Tories  are  to  be  Victualled  in  the  same  manner  as  the  men 
ler  your  command. 

'.  Should  you  be  relieved  on  the  Road  you  are  to  give  these 
tractions  to  the  Officer  that  relieves  you. 

.  When  the  Seijeant  Commanding  the  other  party  leaves  you, 
«re  to  give  him  a  Copy  of  jthese  Instructions,  Certified  by  you. 

•  As  fsoon  as  you  and  the  Serjeant,  who  commands  the  other 
hTi  have  executed  your  Commissions  you  are  to  Return  to  Phila- 
»hija  with  all  convenient  dispatch. 

August  6th,  1777. 
Major  General  Gates  Oommanding. 
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Angast  8th,  1777. 
Major  Genl.  Marquis  De  la  Fayette  Gomm'. 

.    .  August  12th,  1777. 

The  Captain  Commanding  Colonel  Wliite'fl4th  Oecrgia  Regineot 
must  immediately  send  the  Persons  ooncemed  in  the  murder  of  i 
Soldier,  of  said  Regiment,  to  Philadelphia,  under  a  Guard  of  i  Ser- 
j.oant,  a  Corporal  and  eight  men.  The  Prisoners  to  be  Haad-OdM 
and  brought  to  the  Town  Major.  The  Surgeon  and  all  other  wit- 
nesses io  attend  at  the  same  time. 

No  non  Commissioned  Offiter  or  Soldier  must  be  perioitted  to 
come  to  this  City.  Should  any  necessaries  be  wanting  for  tin 
Officers  or  men  in  Camp,  they  must  be  procured  and  eent  there  bj 
the  Quarter  Master  or  Adjutant.     • 

No  non  Commissioned  Officer  or  Soldinr  must  be  permitted  to  go 
more  than  half  a  Mile  from  the  Camp.  Should  any  disobey  tlui 
order,  the  Person  or  Persons  offending  must  be  eonfined  and  Tijid 
by  a  Court  Martial. 

Should  any  complaints  be  made  by  any  of  the  Inhabitants  ignut 
any  Officer  or  Soldier,  such  Officer  or  Soldier  may  be  oertain  of  Mug 
confined  and  tried. 

The  Officer  Commanding  in  Camp  must  be  ready  to  answer  ibr 
his  conduct  in  dismissing  some  of  the  Prisoners  conoemed  in  tho 
murder  of  the  Soldier.  ■ 

There  must  never  be  fewer  than  four  Commissioned  Officers  witii 
Che  men  in  Camp. 

Angnst  15th,  1777. 

The  oldest  Subaltern  Officer  of  the  Continental  Troops  in  the 
Barracks  is  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  oondnot  some  Prisoaen 
of  War  to  the  Enemies  Lines  near  New^York.  The  said  Ofm  to 
be  ready  to  march  at  a  moment's  notice. 

Auguat  16thy  1777. 
Major  Gen^  Armstrong  Commapdiog. 
One  Subaltern,  One  Serjeant,  One  Corporal,  One  JhommetfUi 
Thirty  men  of  the  Invalids  to  Escort  the  Body  of  the  late  A^jo^^ 
Hanson  from  Grum  Street,  in  Race  Street^  near  Mr.  Penningtpa'f 
Sugar  house,  at  5  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

^Angoat  18tb,  1777. 

A  Field  Officer  of  one  of  the  Regiments  of  the  County  lliliti>r 
Quartered  in  the  Barracks,  must  wait  on  General  Ajmstiong  et  12 
o'clock  this  day. 

One  Serjeant,  one  Corporal  and  Fifteen  Men  of  the  Invalids,  to 
mount  Guard  at  the  Court  House  to-morrow  morning. 

Three  Serjeants  of  the  City  Gnaida  aro  to  be  nduoed  to-monov. 
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AagQBt  20tb,  1777. 

le  Citj  Onard  are  to  be  i'educed  to  Three  CompaDies  each  con- 
ing of  one  Captain,  one  Lieutenant,  one  Ensign,  five  Serjeants, 
It  Corporals,  and  eighty  Privates,  Cap*  Bradford's  Company  as 
ligeRt  to  be  reduced  and  all  the  other  Commission'd  and  non  Com- 
noAed,  Serjeants  and  Corporals  Exceeding  the  above  number. 
i  Serjeant  of  the  Invalids  to  attend  every  day  at  the  Town  Ma- 
f  i»  Orderly. 

hie  Corporal  and  four  Men  of  the  Invalids  to  mount  Guard  daily 
he  New  Store  House  near  the  Barracks. 

August,  22*,  1777. 

L  Subaltern  Officer  to  repair  immediately  to  the  Bettering  House 
i|iiul  to  receive  and  conduct  150  Convalescents  to  the  Hospital 
?eel  Hall^  and  there  remain  till  relcived. 

August  24*^  1777. 

m  non  Commissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers  belonging  to  his  Ex- 
eneiea  Army  that  have  straggled  into  this  City  are  to  be  taken 
fttad  eonfined  in  the  New  Goal  'till  collected,  wnen  they  are  to  be  "^ 
pohed  to  the  Army. 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 


Colonel  Kikbridb  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Bellvue,  24th  Aug.,  77.    2  o'clock,  P.  M. 


moment  rec'd  your  Excelency's  favour  of  yesterday,  and 
I  the  Contents,  I  am  Exceeding  sorry  to  inform  your  Excellency 
ft  it's  extreamly  difficult  to  procure  substitutes  in  this  Countyi 
ft.  lor  the  extra vegant  sum  of  GO  dollars,  which  I  have  been  forc'd 
{ITO  for  third  Class,  before  I  could  get  a  man.  Chiefly  owing  to 
Xsample  of  the  City,  County  of  Phil*  &  Chester. 
%e  8*^  Class  Consist  only  uf  150  privates,  under  the  command  of 
^  Folwell,  and  the  greatest  part  of  those  are  substitutes.  The 
lie  is  well  provided  with  armes,  and  chiefly  well  acoouter'd. 
is,  1  believe,  will  be  the  principal  article  wanting.     I  think  it 

be  difficult  to  procure  any  Considerable  No.  of  substitutes  for 

Claaa,  and  as  near  One  month  of  their  time  is  already  pas'd  the 

|i  will  be  discharged  at  different  times,  should  more  be  added, 

no  officers  to  command  those  whose  time  will  not  be  expired. 
I  calling  out  the  fourth  Class  would  draw  out  some  in  their  own 
I,  with  the  sub*'  that  might  be  added  would  perhaps  make  a  small 
uUon  more.     This  I  take  the  Liberty  to  offer  for  tho  coancils 
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GoDsideraiion,  but  if  they  should  think  it  best  to  add  more  sabl"  to 
the  3^  Class  nothiDg  shall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to  aooomplidi 
that  end.  On  the  Contrary,  what  ever  Orders  may  be  given  shali  be 
panctnally  obey'd.  We  are  now  proceeding  upon  the  Collecting  of 
the  va\f  money  of  the  1*^  &  2*^  Class,  but  we  are  very  defieie&t  in 
Magistrates  and  Constables  that  will  do  their  duty.  If  any  fortkr 
remissnes  shou'd  appear  in  any  of  the  Justices  the  Council  shtll  be 
Immediately  advis'd  thereof.  If  I  am  to  procure  more  subadtatei  I 
shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  Call'g  upon  your  Excellency  for  man 
Cash  before  I  can  possibly  Collect  any  from  those  for  whome  sib'i 
is  found,  as  I  have  as  yet  paid  all  the  men  their  wages,  with  the 
number  of  arms  so  purchased,  expends  an  amazing  sum  of  monej. 
/The  Bearer  hereof,  Mr.  Jno.  Smick,  will  deliver  this,  he  u  t 
Trusty  man,  ft  if  the  Council  can  send  up  by  him  about  two  thom- 
and  pounds  it  may  be  safely  done,  and  will  be  certainly  want'd  before 
money  can  otherwise  be  had. 

I  am  with  tho  greatest  respect, 

Your  Excellenoys  most  Obedient  & 

Very  Hum"  Serv*, 

JO.  EIRKBSIDE. 
Directed, 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton^  Esquire,  President  of 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

^  Mr.  Jno.  Smick. 


Thomas  Dorset  to  Supreme  Executive  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

As  the  pay  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  is  ta  be  goremM  u  veir 
as  possible  by  the  rules  for  regulating  the  pay  of  the  GontioeBtd 
Army,  and  as  its  necessary  the  county  paymasters,  as  well  as  mjfUfi 
should  have  some  fixed  rule  whereby  to  tegulate  ourselTes,  the  Ood- 
iinental  Troops  and  Militia  differing  so  widely  in  drenmstaBoe^  I 
beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  honors  the  inclosed  resolves  of  OoDgretf 
fbr  regulating  the  paymaster  Generals  department,  reqaestiog  jtmr 
honors  pointing  out  such  articles  as  jnay  be  thought  neoessuy  ^ 
govern  mine. 

Remain  Gentlemen, 

Your  Most  obedient  humble  servant, 

THOM.  DOBSSZ. 

Philadelphia,  Aug.  25, 1777. 
Directed. 

To  The  Honorable  Supreme  Executive  Oounoil  for  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 
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GSNERAL  POTTKE  TO  PRESIDENT  WlIABTON,  1777. 

Sir, 

This  will  be  preseDied  to  jou  by  Mr.  Jordon,  a  young  Gentleman 
vhoee  aervice  in  last  Winter's  Campaign,  as  a  Lieutenant,  were  he 
dUo^piiahed  himself  on  many  occaiioDs  with  Besolation  &  bravery 
becoming  a  Good  Officer  and  a  Gtsntleman. 

Therefore,  beg  leave  to  Recommend  him  to  your  notice  to  have 
bim  appointed  a  Lieu*  in  Capt"  Broadhead's  Compi',  in  Colonel 
Becker's  Battalion,  and  I  make  no  doubt  he  will  merit  the  appoint- 
ment 

I  am  Sir  Your 

Mo*  Hubl«  Ser*, 

JAS.  POTTER. 
Fhilad*,  26**  Aug*,  1777. 
Directed f 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq'*,  President  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Resolutions  op  Congress,  1777. 

In  Congress,  July,  26, 1777.* 

Resolved,  That  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania 
be  requested  to  order  all  the  leaden  spouts  in  Philadelphia,  to  be 
taken  down  for  the  use  of  the  laboratory. 

Whereas  the  states  of  Pennsylvania  and  Deloware  are  threatened 
with  an  immediate  invasion  from  a  powerful  army,  who  have  already 
landed  at  the  head  of  Chesapeake  bay ;  and  whereas,  the  principles 
of  policy  and  self  preservation  require  that  all  persons  who  may 
reasonably  be  suspected  of  aiding  or  abetting  the  cause  of  the  enemy 
may  be  prevented  from  pursuing  measures  injurious  to  the  general 
weal. 

Besdved,  That  the  executive  authorities  of  the  states  of  Pennsyl- 
ttnia  and  Delaware  be  requested  to  cause  all  persons  within  their 
mpeotive  states  notoriously  disaffected,  forthwith  to  be  apprehended, 
disarmed  and  secured  till  such  time  as  the  respective  states  think 
tiiey  may  be  released,  without  injury  to  the  common  cause. 

Resolved,  That,  it  be  recommended  to  the  Supreme  Exeoutivo 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  cause  a  diligent  search  to 
be  made  in  the  houses  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia who  have  not  manifested  their  attachment  to  the  American  cause, 
for.  fire  arms,  swords  and  bayonets ;  that  the  owners  of  the  arms  so 
found  be  paid  for,  at  an  appraised  value,  and  that  they  be  delivered 

*  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XL  p.  278. 
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to  sucli  of  the  Militia  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvaiiia  who  are  at  preieDt 
unarmed,  and  have  been  called  into  the  field. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

GHA.  THOMSON,  Secy. 

Directed^ 

His  E^lenej,  The  President,  and  Supreme  Ezeoutive  Conai 
— State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Resolvb  of  Congrbss,  1777. 

In  Congress,  Aug.  26, 1777. 
Befolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  his  excellencj,  the  president 
&  the  hon*'"  executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pensjlvania,  to  lend 
to  the  commander  in  chief  two  brass  twelve  pounders  belonging  to 
the  sud  Stata. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes.'*' 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Secy. 


WiLLIAK  BUCHANKAN    TO    SUPREME    EXECUTIVE    COUNCIL, 

1777. 

Philadelphia,  26«*  Aug',  1777. 
To  The  Honourable, 

The  President  and  Executive  Council  of  the  State  d 
Pennsylvania : 

Gentlemen, 

I  take  the  Liberty  of  inclosing  you  a  Copy  of  a  Resolve  of  Cod- 
gress  of  the  10^^  June  last,  lest  it  may  have  escaped  your  NoUde; 
Nor  should  I  now  call  your  Attention  to  it,  had  not  many  of  my 
Assistant  Commissaries,  Purchasers  of  Live  Stock,  suggested  to  dm 
that  the  Purchase  of  fat  Cattle  for  the  Supply  of  your  State  Navy 
pointa  out  the  propriety  of  the  Measure  therein  recommended. 
I  have  the  Hon'  to  be, 

Gent-, 

Yon  mo.  Ob*  &  Very  hble.  serv* 

W-  BUCHANAN,  C.  G.  of  Pm*. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XI.  p.  278. 
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Copy  cf  the  thirty  8ixtb  Article  of  the  Resolves  of  Congress^  passed 
BO  the  10^  Jane,  1777^  for  suppljing  the  Army  with  Provisions. 

Thftt  all  Persons  employed  to  purchase  for  the  United  States^  any 
Articles  in  the  several  Departments  of  the  Commissary  General  of 
Parohasesi  Quarter  Master,  Director  or  Clothier  General,  or  the  Com- 
missary General  of  Military  Stores,  shall  previously  apply  to  them, 
or  the  Principal  Officers  under  them  respectively,  for  Certificates  of 
the  several  Prices  by  them  allowed  for  such  Articles,  and  shall  not, 
on  any  Pretence  whatsoever,  exceed  such  Prices.  And  it  is  recom- 
mended to  the  several  States  to  give  their  Purchasers^  respectively 
similar  Directions. 


Ahthony  Butler  to  Supreme  Executivb  Council,  1777. 

Mr.  Hale,  who  is  a  Deputy  Waggon  Master  General,  wants  seven 
Waggons  for  the  use  of  General  Nash's  Brigade.  Owing  to  the 
4aath  of  many  of  their  horses,  and  other  Circumstances,  as  we  shall 
not  be  able  to  supply  him^  I  have  referred  him  to  the  hon^*",  the 
Executive  Council. 

I  am^  with  Eespect, 

Your  very  hble.'  Ser*, 

ANTHY.  BUTLER.* 


Directed, 
Timothy  Matlack,  Esq* 


Sup.  Exec.  Council  to  Justices,  1777. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  August  27, 1777. 

Gentlemen : 

.  Application  has  been  made  in  the  most  pressing  terms  for  a 
number  of  waggons  &  horses  to  forward  Artillery  stores,  &o.,  to 
General  Washington,  who,  it  is  feared,  may  be  in  exceeding  great  want 
of  them ;  as  he  has  written  for  them  to  be  sent  with  all  possible  expe- 
dition. The  Council  have  therefore,  directed  and  ordered  that  tho 
Justices  of  the  county  of  Chester  do  send  to  Philadelphia  twenty- 
five  waggouH,  with  four  horses  each,  as  soon  as  they  can  by  any 
means,  be  obtained.     If  they  cannot  be  had  very  readily  by  other 


*  See  page  277,  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XI. 
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means,  they  must  be  impressed,  which  we  hope  will  not  be  neoei- 
■ary,  as  their  is  plenty  of  forage  for  horses  in  the  army,  and  if  tlie 
drivers  take  the  necessary  care,  they  will  be  very  little  if  any  ii^nred 
in  the  service  required  of  them. 
And  Philad\  C'>.  25  waggons. 

Directed^ 

To  the  Justices  of  the  counties  of  Philad*.  &  Chester  respectively.* 


Thos.  Mifflin  to  Sup.  Exec.  Council,  1777. 

The  Necessity  which  the  Quarter  Master  Generals  Department 
labours  under  for  Want  of  Waggons  obliges  rnc  to  make  this  appli- 
cation to  the  hon^^®  the  Executive  CouDcil,  and  to  Request  tbev 
would  order  Forty  Waggons  down  to  Philadelphia  with  as  moea 
Despatch  as  can  be  used. 

The  Commissary  of  Military  stores  is  in  Want  of  twenty  torn 
Artillery  Horses  to  replace  others  which  have  died  in  service,  and 
to  forward  some  Howitzs  &  artillery  to  his  Ezcellenoy  Gkneral 
Washington.  Could  these  be  procured  with  the  Waggons  it  woaU 
greatly  assist  the  service. 

I  am  for  General  Mifflin 

the  hon^^*  the  Council's  very  hble  servt, 

ANTHY.  BUTLER. 

Philad-,  27  August,  1777. 

Directed. 
To  the  Hon***'  The  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvuia 


Resolutions  op  Congress,  1777. 

In  Congress,  28  August,  1777. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Letter  from  General  Snllivani  with 
the  Papers  inclosed,  was  referred,  reported. 

That  the  several  Testimonies  which  have  been  published  mnee  the 
commencement  of  the  present  contest  betwixt  Great  Britain  and 
America,  and  the  uniform  Tenor  of  the  Conduct  and  ConveisatioQ  U 
a  number  of  Persons  of  considerable  wealth,  who  profess  themselves 
to  belong  to  the  Society  of  People  commonly  called  Quakers,  render 
it  certain  and  notorious  that  those  Persons  are,  with  much  ranooor 
and  bitterness,  disaffected  to  the  American  Cause. 

That  as  these  Persons  will  have  it  in  their  Power,  so  there  is  no 
Doubt  it  will  be  their  Inclination  to  communicate  Intelligence  to  the 

♦  See  Col.  Eoc.  VoL  XL,  p.  279. 
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Enemji  and  in  varioas  other  ways  to  iDJnre  the  Gomiselff  and  arms 
9i  America. 

^hat  when  the  Enemy,  in  the  month  of  December,  1776,  were 
bending  their  Progress  towards  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  a  certain 
seditions  Publication,  addressed  "  To  our  Friends  and  Brethren  in 
religions  Profession,  in  these  and  the  adjacent  Provinces/'  signed 
<<  John  Pemberton,  in  and  on  Behalf  of  the  meeting  of  sufferings, 
held  at  Philadelphia,  for  Pennsylvania  and  New-Jersey,  the  20th  of 
the  12th  month,  1776,"  was  published,  and,  as  your  Committee  is 
credibly  informed,  circulated  amongst  many  members  of  the  society 
called  Quakers  throughout  the  different  states. 

That  as  the  seditioas  Paper  aforesaid,  originated  in  the  City  of 
Philadelphia,  and  as  the  Persons  whose  names  are  undermentioned, 
have  uniformly  manifested,  by  their  general  conduct  and  conversa- 
tion, a  Disposition  highly  inimical  to  the  Cause  of  America,  therefore 

Beeolved, 

That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Supreme  Executive 
Gonncil  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  forthwith  to  apprehend  and 
aeonre  the  Persons  of  Joshua  Fisher,  Abel  James,  James  Pem- 
berton, Henry  Drinker,  Israel  Pemberton,  John  Pemberton,  John 
James,  Samuel  Pleasants,  Thomas  Wharton,  Sen',  Thomas  Fisher, 
son  of  Joshua,  and  Samuel  Fisher,  son  of  Joshua,  together  with  all 
snob  Papers  in  their  Possession  as  may  be  of  a  political  nature. 

And  Whereas,  there  is  strong  reason  to  apprehend  that  these 
Persons  maintain  a  Correspondence  and  Connection  highly  prejudi- 
cial to  the  public  safety,  not  only  in  this  state,  but  in  the  respective 
states  of  America.  ' 

Besolved, 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Executive  Powers  of  the  respective 
States,  forthwith  to  apprehend  and  secure  all  Persons,  as  well  among 
the  People  called  Quakers,  as  others,  who  have  in  their  general  Con- 
duct and  Conversation,  widened  a  Disposition  inimical  to  the  Cause 
of  America ;  and  that  the  Persons  so  seized  be  confined  in  such 
Places  and  treated  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  consistent  with  their 
reflrpective  Characters  and  the  security  of  their  Persons. 

That  the  records  and  Papers  of  the  meetings  of  Sufferings  in  the 
respective  states  be  forthwith  secured  and  carefully  examined,  and 
that  snob  Parts  of  them  as  may  be  of  a  political  nature,  be  forthwith 
tnuiamitted  to  Congress. 

The  laid  report  being  read,  and  the  several  Paramphs  oonsidered 
■ad  debated,  and  the  Question  pnt  thereon  severally,  the  same  waa 
igraed  to. 

Ordered, 

That  the  Board  of  War  remove,  under  Ouard,  to  a  Place  of 
security,  outof  tho  state  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Hon'ble  John  Pcnn, 
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Eiq'.,  and  Beojaviin  Cbew,  Eiq'.,  and  that  they  gi?e  orden  for 
having  them  safely  secured  and  entertained  agreeable  to  their  risk 
and  station  in  Life. 

By  order  of  OongresSi 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Pread*.* 


Sup.  Exec.  Council  to  Libutbnakts,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  27th  Aug*,  1777. 
Sir, 

General  Howe  having  landed  an  army  in   Maryland,  leas  tban 
seventy  miles  from  this  oity,  &  the  event  thereof  being  uncertain  k 
perhaps  at  some  distance,  it  is  proper  to  inform  you,  that,  before  long 
It  may  be  necessary  to  draw  out  more  of  the  militia  of  this  State,  to 
replace  those  who  are  now  in  the  field,  but  whose  term  of  two  monthi 
is  paasinff.    The  City,  Philadelphia,  Lancaster  &  Bucks  Countks 
have  3d  classes  now  embodied,  &  in  service.    It  b  but  equal  to  make 
like  calls  on  other  Counties.     Of  course  it  is  highly  probable  that 
Council  will  be  under  a  necessity  of  ordering  a  [second]  Class  of  thi 
Militia  of  your  County  to  be  drawn  out,  and  perhaps  a  [third].  This 
being  in  view,  it  is  proper,  tha^  you,  &  your  deputies,  should  be  a^ 
quainted  with  it,  &  that  you  make  every  provision,  &  take  every 
previous  step  for  their  march.     The  unarmed  state  in  which  too 
many  of  the  Battalions  come  oat,  is  very  distressing.     What  arms 
are  to  be  had  here,  will  be  readilv  furnished,  but  the  Council  of  Safety 
delivered  out  so  liberally  &  so  long,  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  arm 
numbers  of  the  men,  who  have  already  been  sent  down.     Your  moat 
serious  attention  and  diligent  endeavours  to  provide  arms  are  therefore 
essentially  necessary.     In  this  City,  the  Officers  of  the  Milida,  with 
the  Lieut,  are  now  actually  putting  in  force  the  power  given  to  difl- 
arm  the  Tories^  by  going  to  and  searching  the  houses  of  tno  anspeeted 
inhabitants,  who  neglect  or  refuse  to  take  the  oath  or  affirmation  of 
Allegiance  to  this  State,  &  of  abjuration  of  the  King  pf  Qreat  Britaia. 
As  men  who  are  skilled  in  the  use  of  rifles,  may  be  picked  out  q{ 
the  companies,'  send  down  all  the  good  rifles  you  can  meet  with.     Col- 
ketiona  of  Blankets  have  been  made  thro'  the  City  more  than  onoe, 
&  apme  Countiee  have  seised  them.     I  recommend  this  measnie 
to  you,  because  the  fall  of  the  year,  approaches,  &  the  MilitiA  miHft 
have  Blankets. 

You  will  please  to  observe,  that  I  now  call  out  no  Militiai  I  qoly 

*  See  Ckdoa.  Kao.  YoL  XI.,  p.  iSS. 
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iflsire  you  io  prepare  for  the  embodjing  of  Militia^  in  otse  of  need ; 
ind  this  I  tell  jou  is  very  likely. 

I  am 

sir, 

Yoor  most  obed^  Sery*. 

Directe'ff 
To  the  LieutcDants  of  the  Counties. 


Sup.  Exec.  Council,  to  Dep.  Q.  Mr.  Genl.  1777. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia  August  28,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  quarter  master  general  assured  Council  some  time  since,  that 
the  Militia  of  this  State  when  called  into  6er?ice  should  be  supplied 
with  every  article  they  stood  in  need  of  out  of  the  General  store,  I 
therefore  request  you  will  supply  either  of  the  Generals  of  this  State 
with  such  neoessaries  as  they  may  order  to  be  taken  up  for  the  use 
aforesaid. 

I  am  Sir, 

Tour  very 

humble  Servant 

T.  W.  jr. 

to  Mr.  Ant;^  Butler,  Deputy  Qh  Mr.  Genl. 


Sup.  Exec.  Council,  to  Col.  Wm.  Bradford  &c.,  1777. 

To  be  oommonioated  to  the  other  Colonels  of  the  City  Militia 

of  Foot. 

Philadelphia,  28th  of  Aug*,  1777 
Sir, 

Conncil  have  called  upon  the  Lieutenant  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
ted  the  townships  and  District  annexed,  &  his  deputies,  to  execiite 
ikb  power  given  to  them  by  (he  late  Act  of  Assembly,  obliging  the 
tmle  Inhabitants  of  this  State  to  eive  assurance  of  Allegiance  to  the 
ime,  cf  disarming  all  the  InhaMtants  of  said  City,  Townships,  & 
tertffiols.  who  bv  reffninir  or  ncorlectinK  to  take  &  subocribe  the  oath 
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pr  affirmatioD,  in  k  by  said  act  of  aaaemblj  preaeribed,  liave  mtda 
themselves  liable  to  such  disgrace. 

The  multiplied  business  of  the  Lieuts.,  &  the  deputy  Lts.,  tbe 
propriety  of  proceeding  with  address  &  vigor,  &  also^  at  once ;  &  tbe 
extent  of  the  undertaking  render  it  necessary,  that  the  Colonels  of 
the  several  corps  of  foot  Militia  in  the  city,  Townships  &  Bistrioti 
annexed  act  in  this  business,  &  distribute  to  each  Captain  the  shin 
to  be  assigned  him. 

Tho'  the  directions  to  the  Lieut.,  &  his  deputies  are  as  large,  ifl 
the  Act  of  Assembly,  &  include  all  recusants  of  the  Test,  yet  I  doubt 
not,  tho  Colonels  will  make  proper  distinctions.  To  their  prudeoce, 
&  activity,  the  execution  of  this  measure  must  be  referred.  It  if 
immediately  designed  to  procure  weapons  for  the  Militia,  who  have 
marehed ;  but  it  is  in  every  respect  important.  To  say  any  thing 
further  would  be  needless. 

I  am,  &c. 

Directed.  ^ 

To  Col.  Wm.  Bradford, 


Sup.  Exec.  Council,  to  Maj.  Gen.  Armstrong,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  August  28th,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  arms  which  are  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  lieutenants  of 
this  city  by  the  militia  who  are  returned  from  Billingsport  are  ex- 
ceedingly out  of  repair,  owing  in  many  instances  to  the  diamsM 
neglect  &  abuse  of  the  persons  in  whose  hands  they  have  been.  The 
Council  direct  me  to  request  that  you  will  please  to  issue  effectual 
orders  to  prevent  the  like  abuses  in  future,  and  you  will  see  the  ne- 
cessity of  it  on  the  first  mention  of  this  dangerous  practice. 
Directed 

To  Major  Gen.  Armstrong. 


R.  Macalestbr  to  President  op  Council,  1777. 

Hanover  Town,  Aug.  28th,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  Honour  of  Keceving  your  letter  of  the  21at  Xnat,  I  M 
the  same  hoops  of  the  Example  of  the  Neighboarin  CoaatieaapiritiDg 
m  those,  so  much  Kelaxed  in  our  County  &  made  the  greatest  nie 
of  it  w^  them,  &  believe  it  at  length  had  aome  E£Eeot.  Tour  Hob" 
u  pleased  to  say  you  are  of  the  mind  it's  mooh  owing  to  waaft  ^ 
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mirifc  and  aotivety  in  those  who  are  iatrusted  w^  the  management  of 
:ho8e  affairs,  or  the  influence  of  a  few  Leading  men,  or  hoth,  y  also 
pleaaed  to  tell  me  the  wheels  of  Government  are  in  motion  in  allmost 
iTory  Coontj  of  this  State  as  to  the  latter;  I  would  to  God  it  wass 
aot  almost  but  altogether  the  case,  and  as  to  the  former  charge 
Lerelled  against  me  I  Do  Denie  to  be  the  case,  and  was  Council 
better  informed  of  the  temper,  of  the  more  than  one  half  of  this 
Coontj  and  the  truble  I  have  had  &  the  abuse  Rec'd  they  w'  think 
Otherwise.  Not  many  days  past  200  of  the  Germans  Assembled  not 
more  than  a  mile  from  this  place,  its  said  to  bind  themselves  to  each 
other  that  they  w'  not  muster  nor  go  in  the  Militia  any  way,  nor 
Bufier  their  effects  to  be  sold  to  pay  any  fines,  and  to  stand  by  other 
at  the  Risque  of  their  lives,  to  kill  every  man  who  w'  Distress  them, 
they  say  themselves  there  is  upwards  of  500  in  this  combination, 
but  have  larned  the  writings  wass  not  perfited,  it's  also  said  they 
intended  to  come  to  my  house  &  either  kill  me  or  beet  me  so  that 
I  ihonld  not  truble  them  any  more,  M**  Slagle  was  also  threatened, 
8om  Came  in  town,  but  I  happened  to  be  attending  York  town  Bata* 
lion  that  day  so  they  missed  me,  and  Returned;  these  are  facts  and 
in  the  midest  of  all  these  Dificualties  and  trubles  with  my  Neighbors 
amongstwhom  I've  lived  upwards  of  20  years  in  peace  &  good  order. 

Beosiuse  I  cant  turn  the  harts  of  those  people  immediately  which 
■one  bnt  God  that  made  them  can  do,  (as  appears  to  be  the  case,) 
I  find  myself  Reflected  on  for  the  want  of  what  those  people  say  I 
have  too  much  of;  had  I  as  useall,  som  of  the  leading  men  or  people 
of  Influence  w^  me,  perhaps  it  might  be  better,  its  to  the  rcvarce. 

I  was  early  Imbarked  in  this  onhapey  Dispute,  and  I  tuck  it  up 
from  princable,  and  my  conduct  I  beleve  will  apear  as  firm  and  as 
onahaken  as  maney  in  the  State,  and  as  well  attatched  to  the  Defence 
of  it,  &  the  States  in  generall,  nor  w'  any  man  be  better  Pleased  to 
ne  the  Due  administration  of  Justice  in  this  State,  nor  hath  mancy 
a  Chreater  need  to  see  it  in  full  force  than  myselfj;  as  to  the  test  you, 
■lapect  me  from  what  I  said  respecting  it  that  I  hadent  tuck  it,  and 
peihaps  hindered  the  progress  of  it  w*^  others,  I  have  long  taken  it 
in  Princable  I  ashure  y  Hon'  as  also  laterly  in  form.  But  from  my 
Knoledge  of  the  Germans  in  General,  who  is  Numerous  in  this 
County  and  amongst  whom  I  Live,  and  hearing  there  Sentiments 
Bespectinff  those  Matters,  the  arguments  they  made  use  of  Respect- 
ing there  Deing  Naturalized  there  taking  Allegance  to  the  King,  I 
was  iorry  to  see  the  test  w*'^  the  abjuration  in  the  begining  of  it 
Coming  out  amongst  them  at  that  time,  &  it  hath  tnrned  out  just  as 
I  Ezpceted  Respecting  it,  as  tho  world  cant  make  them  beleve  they 
aie  clear  of  thire  oath  to  tho  King,  and  they  say  to  be  obleged  to 
S«nounce  their  oath,  &  perhaps  in  a  short  time  to  be  obleged  to  swear 
to  the  King,  is  a  matter  seeming  imposable  for  them  to  git  over 
(altho'  weak  and  simple  as  it  is)  many  Arguments  is  made  use  of 
W*^  them  but  to  little  porpose ;  som  Even  Refuse  taking  it  when  it 
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beoomes  Necessary  for  the  convejing  Land^  others  take  it  rathef  than 
loose  a  good  bargin. 

I  Pledge  my  honour  that  I  have  used  all  my  Inflaenoe  w^  then 
to  take  it,  Qualifies  or  gits  it  don,  to  all  who  I  can  prevail  on,  hat 
nothing  yet  happened  that  gives  so  much  Bisatisfaotion  or  raiief 
such  Jelesies  in  the  brests  of  the  Ignorant,  as  to  be  called  on  to  tike 
this  oath,  a  simple  oath  of  alcgance  w'  have  gone  down  generally  w*' 
them,  this  made  me  call  it  this  long  tailed  oath,  and  it  hath  answered 
the  purpose  I  expected  w*"*  those  people,  Altho*.  they  are  not  able  to 
Denic  that  som  Kind  of  an  oath  is  Necessary  to  be  taken  by  all  who 
w*  Protect  the  States. 

However  there  is  gentlemen  asedious  in  calling  it  even  PersieutioD, 
and  that  those  who  had  taken  alcgance  to  the  King  should  not  take 
any  test  till  they  Know  who  is  Master,  in  this  citiation  we  arett 
Present.  However,  I  dont  Dispair,  inasmuch  as  Council  seems 
to  hold  me  as  suspected  Person,  and  not  spirited  nor  active.  I 
should  be  greatly  obliged  by  y'  appointing  a  person  who  may  he 
abeler  to  carry  the  Milita  Law  into  Execution,  as  the  full  Executioa 
of  it  w^  give  me  the  greatest  satisfaction  Possible,  and  hope  it  naj 
be  bro*  about  speedily ;  the  appointment  will  by  no  means  disoblige 
mo  but  give  me  great  Pleasure. 

From  the  disposition  of  the  People  &  the  ill  success  I  had  amongst 
them,  which  was  Very  Disagreeable  to  me,  had  Maney  a  time  almost 
fully  detirmined  Resining  in  form,  Nothing  prevented  it  but  that  I  w* 
not  Gratify  them  &  that  it  was  all  they  Desired,  &  would  a'said  I  then 
was  convinced  of  my  Erors,  &  it  was  thot  by  my  Friend  &  myself  it 
w*  Do  Grate  Harm. 

5  Companies  is  Marched,  we  are  striving  hard  to  march  the  other 
three,  which  is  a  company  from  each  Batalion  ;  I  hope  a  few  days  will 
send  the  last  off,  mcening  the  first  class;  the  Reason  of  my  not 
answering  the  letters  of  the  28*^  &  31  of  July,  was  this,  that  I 
wanted  to  git  something  Don  if  possable  before  I  w*  write,  I  had 
wrote  Council  the  ill  temperment  of  more  than  half  of  the  County  I 
believe  before,  I  tho^  as  soon  as  I  had  som  good  ae*  should  wntOr 
there  is  several  places  in  those  parts  that  Not  any  will  Except  of 
Commissions,  by  election  nor  appointment  at  aney  Rate,  so  Cant  git 
ofesers  to  do  aney  thing,  I  clased  them  nevertheless,  and  Drue  part 
out  of  them ;  I  adhered  strictly  to  the  opinion  of  Council  in  f  Letter 
of  28^  July  Respecting  the  large  Prices  ^ven  for  substitutes;  in 
Cumberland  M^  Gregory  give  100  to  120  Dolers,  I  give  not  mora 
than  40,  I  am  obliged,  or  at  least  the  subs,  who  have  not  sot  doa 
Hiering,  to  give  the  same  or  not  git  a  man ;  should  be  glad  of  orderi 
in  this  Matter,  there  is  one  thing thatdoth  thegratest  Mischief  Poonbto 
and  sowers  the  mind  of  those  who  have  been  forward,  and  they  do 
say  if  not  Remedied  will  not  lift  a  gun  for  no  man,  that  is  the  last 
years  fines  from  the  nonassosiators,  the  Oomistionrs  is  alaok  in  tUi^ 
the  Coleoton  dso,  or  at  least  some  of  them^  say  they  will  not  lift  it 
for  fear  of  thire  liveS;  Constables  we  have  none  that  will  act^  my 
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kind  IB  very  weak  and  nothing  to  support  me ;  waas  those  fines  lifted 
ihej  say,  who  have  been  forward,  they  w'  assist  me  to  carrey  matters 
into  Execution  but  they  rather  believe  it  cant  be  don,  so  conclude 
tbd  Militia  Law  will  also  fail ;  I  should  be  Extremely  Glad  those 
ttatters  was  settled  w*^  the  Nonasosiators,  the  hands  of  the  ofesers 
W*  soon  be  strengthened  and  those  Raskila  brot  to  know  better ;  if 
something  is  not  done  in  this,  the  greatest  part  of  those  who  was  well 
afeoted  will,  and  even  now  Refuse  aney  order,  in  the  Meantime  shall 
do  Every  thing  in  my  power  to  foreward  Matters  until  Council 
writes  me ;  should  any  more  be  called  sudden tly  from  those  Farts  it 
will  be  Necessary  to  send  more  Cash,  as  what  I  had  is  nearly  out; 
lom  Companies  wje  have  been  obliged  to  hier  every  man  except  5  or 
3,  in  the  last  money  I  Received  there  is  a  Quantity  of  New  York 
Money  which  we  cant  make  use  of;  we  shant  be  able  to  lift  those  largo 
fines,  except  the  other  is  first  lifted  from  the  Nonasosiators,  and  those 
who  waas  well  afected  then  will  assist,  as  those  people  make  no  stop 
in  swearing  they  will  take  lives  before  it  is  lifted,  (or  one  shilling  of 
It,)  I  shael  conclude  by  taking  the  liberty  of  subscribing  myself, 

Y'  Hon- 

Most  ob* 

Hum>«  Serv* 

R.  M'CALESTER.* 

NB.  Shall  in  a  short  time  send  a  return  of  the  offesers  who  will 
aerre,  and  if  Posable  will  weat  on  Council  in  person  to  give  an  ac*  of 
nj  proceedings,  which  am  not  ashamed  of  nor  afraid  to  ans'  to. 

Dtrededf 

To  The  Honorable  Thomas  Wharton,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Ex- 
ecative  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


SUPREMB  EXBCUTTVE  COUNCIL  TO  Gen'L  ARMSTRONG,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  28**  August,  1777. 

Sir, 

Ton  have  seen  that  the  Honourable  Assembly  of  this  State  has 
oidered  that  a  Gill  of  Rum  or  Whisky  be  dayly  distributed  to  each 
man  in  the  Militia,  going  out  into  the  field,  &  that  the  President  & 
Coonoil  provide  the  same.  Hitherto  this  sratuity  of  the  Legislature 
Ims  been  furnished,  but  not  to  any  valuable  purpoae,  as  far  as  ap- 
pears. Many  have,  instead  of  thanks,  rendered  grumbling  and 
elamoor. 

Bat  Council  apprehend  that  upon  the  junction  of  the  Militia 
nnder  your  Command,  with  the  Continental  army,  some  difficulties 
may  arise  from  another  Quarter.  Perhaps  Oeneral  Washington 
would  forsee  inconvenience  in  distributing  strong  liquors,  of  which 

*  See  page  619. 
28* 
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the  people  in  general  are  fond^  to  one  part  of  his  army  wlilst 
another  is  neglected ;  soldiers,  it  is  supposed  &re  tollerablj  easy 
whilst  every  thing  is  dealt  alike  to  all,  bat  are  disgosted  by  partiab'ty. 
I  de^re  you  to  think  of  this  subjeoty  &  let  me  know  whether  the 
delivery  of  the  Gill  of  spirits  had  not  better  be  discontinued  u  to 
Militia  who  act  in  conjunction  with  the  Continental  armyi  &  ao 
equivalent  be  paid  to  each  man  in  money  on  his  return. 

Your  reply  to  this  will  oblige, 

Sir, 

your  most  obed»  ser?*, 
Direciedf 

To  General  Armstrong. 


Colonel  GALBRArrn  to  President  Whartok,  1777. 

May  it  please  your  Excellencie, 

Sir,  your  favour  of  the  20*^  Ins*  came  to  hand  on  Saturday  oigbt 
last,  desireing  me  to  dismiss  the  second  &  third  classes  of  the  Un- 
caster  Militia — at  the  time  I  called  these  Classes  there  was  but  fire 
Battalions  formed  properly,  besides  that  of  the  borroWi  &  the  wbole 
of  the  Clases  (called)  are  marched  from  four  Battalions,  &  at  Chester, 
the  others  I  have  detained  here  to  Guard  the  Prisoners  &  Stores 
where  directed — should  it  still  be  your  Excellencies  pleasure  tbtt 
they  should  be  dismissed,  I  would  request  that  a  line  worn  the  Sea'. 
to  Col.  Watson  &  Lowry  at  Chester^  might  be  sufficient. 
Fm  in  haste, 

your  Excellencies  most  obed*  serv*, 

BARTREM  GAL6RAITH, 
Lieu*  Lane'  County. 
Directed, 

To  His  Exoellenoie  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President  State  of 
Pennsylvania;  Philadelphia. 

28th  Angost,  1777. 

The  Curoular  Letter  is  filled  with  its  Class— Postscript  is  added 
thus: 

Y'  1/  of  the  Ins*  is  received.  We  were  desirous  to  dismiss 
some  of  y  Militia,  &  in  the  Letter  of  the  2*«  InsF  said  00,  but  if 
you  oarefdlly  read  the  last  sentence  you  will  find  it  recalled,  on  the 
news  of  Qtm^  Howes  arrival  in  Cheeapeak.  The  above  is  a  CSroukr 
letter.  You  may  see  that  further  caIIs  of  Militia  May  be  neoesBary. 
Icolosed  are  some  hints  about  levying  the  substitution  money—* 
subject  of  the  first  importance.* 

♦  This  paragraph  is  written  on  the  back  of  CoL  G*b.  letter,  and  appears 
to  be  draught  of  answer  of  Prct't  to  it. 
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Wabbaitt  Lieutenants  of  Citt  and  Countt,  1777. 

In  Council. 

Philadelphia,  [Aug.]  28th,  1777. 

In  confonnity  with  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  yesterday,  founded 
m  evident  necessity  k  sound  policy,  &  agreeable  to  the  directions  of 
an  Act  of  Assembly  intituled  an  Act  to  oblige  the  male  inhabitants 
•f  this  State  to  give  assurance  of  Allegiance  to  the  same  &  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Resolved  &  ordered  that  the  Lieutenants  &  the  deputy  Lieu'*  of 
the  City  of  Philadelphia,  &  annexed  Townships  k  Districts,  do  ap- 
point k  employ  one  or  more  proper  persons,  aided,  if  need  be,  by  a 
Constable,  in  the  limitts  &  district  of  each  Captain  of  a  Company 
of  the  Infantry  of  said  City,  k  the  said  Townships  k  districts  an- 
nexed, to  enter,  in  the  day  time,  the  dwellings,  out-houses,  k  other 
inoloBores  of  every  inhabitant  of  said  oity,  Townships  k  District 
aanexed^  who  hath  refused  or  neglected,  k  who  yet  refine  k  neglect, 
to  take  k  subscribe  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  allegiance,  in  k  by 
tbo  said  Act  of  Assembly,  directed  and  enjoined  to  be  taken  k 
iobioribed  by  every  male  inhabitant  of  this  Commonwealth,  above 
tho  age  of  eighteen  years,  k  there  to  make  Dilligent  search  for 
Musquetts,  Carbines,  fusees,  rifles,  k  other  fire  arms,  k  for  swords 
k  Bayonetts,  k  the  same  to  seise,  secure,  k  deliver  to  said  Lieu*  k  his 
Deputies,  or  any  of  them,  and  it  is  ordered  that  if  any  of  said 
inhabitants  shall  oppose  said  search,  or  conceal  any  fire-arms,  or 
other  weapons  afore-mentioned,  to  apprehend  such  persons,  k  take 
them  before  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  peace,  to  be  deicdt  with  accord- 
ing to  law,  and  further,  the  said  Lieu*  k  his  Deputies,  are  to  have 
alTsuoh  arms  so  taken  carefully  appraised,  in  order  that  payment  k 
latiabotion  for  the  same  may  be  made  to  the  rightful  owner.* 


Osn'l  ARMSTRONa  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Chester,  29*^  August,  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

QIadly  wou'd  I  have  wrote  sooner  to  council  had  not  the  only 
subject  to  be  touched  with  propriety  been  that  of  a  Chaos,  a  situation 
more  easy  to  conceive  than  describe,  however,  I  have  got  at  least 
eighteen  hundred  men  sent  forward.  Some  85  or  40  who  went 
fiom  Billingsport  k  passed  on  the  River  by  night,  are  unarmed,  but 
Coll.  Coates  has  promised  to  send  them  to  Willmington  where  the 
unarmed  are  to  be  left  to  receive  them.  In  concert  with  Gen'  Pot- 
ter I  have  formed  a  Rifle  Reg*,  and  put  a  Coll.  Dunlap  at  the  head 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  XT.,  p.  279. 
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of  it*  a  prudent  maD,  and  not  anacqaainted  with  the  bnaiDess  of  a 
Partizan.  I  hope  this  step  will  not  be  disagreeable  to  OouDcil,  as 
from  it  we  hope  to  derive  an  earlier  &  more  frequent  service  thin 
can  well  be  expected  from  the  Battalions.  This  Batt"  marches  to 
morrow  morning  from  Hooke.  This  morning  Oen'  Potter  sets  oat 
to  command  the  first  Brigade.  One  hundred  k  lixty  from  Billioga- 
port  to  pass  this  day  to  Willmington,  whom  with  the  Rifle  Bati*  of 
800  privates  are  ezolosive  of  the  number  mentioned  above. 

I  ordered  Coll.  Bull  to  furnish  Council  with  a  general  return  i  a 
copy  to  the  Board  of  War,  and  shall  send  another  as  soon  after  out 
Junction  at  Camp  a^.  possible.  The  want  of  arms  being  oar  great 
oom plaint,  at  a  crisis  like  this  too  affecting  fully  to  express,  and 
having  attempted  every  other  method.  Suppose  a  junto  of  spiritel 
Gentlemen  in  Town  were  to  make  a  sudden  effort  from  House  to 
House  dividing  themselves  thro'  the  different  wards,  the  effeet  of 
their  persuasion  might  be  of  great  service  to  the  publick  &  who  oaa 
be  at  a  loss  for  elocution  on  an  occasion  like  this.  Major  Heuj  hai 
done  nobly  in  going  to  French  Creek,  bat  if  the  thingi  proniiei 
are  not  pushed  forward  'tis  to  no  effect  I  am  now  aenduig  ami 
back  to  Philada.  for  repairs  &  beg  the  Oonsmiths  may  be  daily 
attended  to.  I  send  Major  Cox  to  wait  on  Council  with  this  kttiri 
do  what  he  oan  and  bring  me  an  account  to  morrow  of  the  praspefit 
of  armsi  &c 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  yoor  Exoellencya 

Most  Obed't  humbl  SerVt, 

JOHN  ABMSTBONG. 

P.  S. — Tour  flavour  of  yesterday  is  just  come  to  hand,  and  yoor 
obeervations  on  the  effects  of  the  assemblys  gratuity  in  giving  liqnon 
but  too  justly  founded  in  &ct— for  an  instance  of  wnich  together 
with  the  best  thoughts  I  can  suddenly  ooUeot,  I  must  beg  leave  to 
refer  you  to  Major  Cox,  being  obliged  to  go  down  to  Hooke  with 
Oen>  Potter  who  is  impatient  to  get  off,  and  shall  hereafter  if  oouncil 
think  proper  write  on  that  point  at  greater  length. 

J.  A. 
Dirwited, 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton. 

Fav'd  by         ) 
Major  Cox.     j 
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lloKS.  Dk  Coudbat  on  Defbnce  Delaware  River,  1777. 

Memoir  upon  tbe  defence  of  the  two  passagea  of  the  iiver|  Tii.| 
Billingsport  and  fort  Island. 

The  soundings  made  yesterday  by  the  navy  board  having  confirmed 
those  which  I  made  last  week  with  M'  Donaldson,  who  have  snnk 
the  eheyanz  de  frise,  it  is  demonstrated  in  the  most  incontestible 
manner  tbat  Fort  Mifflin,  instead  of  having  to  act  against  three  fri- 
gates only,  as  his  Excellency  General  Washington  had  been  assured, 
and  as  this  General  has  informed  the  congress  in  the  letter  in  which 
he  discusses  the  preference  that  ought  to  be  given  to  one  of  these 
Itirts ;  it  is  incontestible,  I  say,  that  as  fort  Mifflin,  being  exposed  to 
the  fire  of  about  15  frigates,  is  thereby  in  a  situation  of  being  demol- 
lahed  in  a  few  hours,  if  it  be  attacked  in  the  condition  in  which  it  is 
it  present;  viz.,  surrounded  by  a  single  palissade,  or  with  a  wall 
witnont  a  terrass,  which  can  only  defend  it  against  a  coup  de  main, 
and  cannot  by  any  means  resist  the  cannon. 

It  is  not  less  evident  that  the  ground  being  almost  upon  a  level 
irttb  the  water ;  it  is  only  with  vast  ezpences  and  a  considerable  time 
tiiat  by  a  rampart,  and  other  convenient  alterations,  this  fort  can  be 
put  in  a  situation  of  resisting  so  many  vessels,  the  effect  of  which 
woold  be  so  much  the  more  dangerous  to  it,  as  being  upon  a  level 
with  the  river,  and  on  its  bank,  the  balls  which  could  not  arrive  on 
aoeoant  of  the  distance  of  some  frigates,  would  get  there  by  reboun- 
ffing. 

I  join,  however,  to  this  memorial  two  projects  suggested  upon  this 
head  by  Augustus  le  Brun,  one  of  the  Engineers  who  have  accompa- 
nied me  from  France,  these  projects  suppose  that  for  reasons  which 
partienlarly  regard  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  or  the  plan  of  his 
excellency  General  Washington  for  the  defense  of  the  Delaware,  it 
would  be  absolutely  necessary  to  put  this  fort  in  a  condition  of  sus- 
tuning  some  time  the  attacks  of  the  enemy. 

That  of  these  projects,  which  is  the  plainer  and  affords  only  a  very 
imperfect  defense,  could  not  be  executed  without  employing  the 
'earth  brought  from  the  dikes  which  surrounds  the  Isle  and  putting 
it  under  water;  this  would  render  it  a  very  unwholesome  place  of 
abode. 

The  second  project,  which  affords  a  very  complete  and  well  con- 
caved defense,  requires  that  beside  this  earth  more  perhaps  should 
be  fetched  from  the  other  side  of  the  river. 

JBut  the  execution  of  even  the  plainest  of  these  projects,  could 
only  be  accomplished  for  the  next  campaign ;  unless  means  which 
would  be  very  expensive  to  this  country  were  employed. 

This,  however,  would  not  disperse,  (as  it  is  certainly  necessary  in 
the  present  State  of  the  fort)  from  hindering  the  ennemy,  by  chc- 
vaux  de  friso,  to  place  themselves  in  the  two  chcnals  where  the 
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Boundings  lately  performed,  shew  that  they  can  place  so  many  fri- 
gates. 

But  to  Bnpport  these  chcvanz  de  frise  it  would  be  necessary  to 
have  OD  the  opposite  bank  a  battery  of  12  or  15  pieces  at  least,  of 
eighteen  or  twenty  four  pounders  on  account  of  the  great  distiDce, 
to  which  they  should  lire ;  and  that  their  battery  might  not  be  taken, 
it  should  be  fortified  on  the  land  side,  or  in  other  words,  a  new  fort 
should  be  constructed,  which  would  also  be  attended  with  a  greti 
ezpencc  in  Artillery,  ammunition  and  construction,  although  the 
ground  I  have  examined  whith  the  Deputies  is  very  favourable. 

If  we  count  the  cxpence  of  this  fort  which  should  built  quite  now; 
that  of  red  bank  being  by  far  too  much  above  the  position  of  the 
chevaux  de  frise;  and  that  of  Bush  Island  being  only  a  child's 
play  thing ;  if  to  this  expence  be  added  that  of  the  chevaux  de  frisef 
which  are  to  be  sunk  either  in  the  chauncl  where  there  are  yet  aooe 
or  in  that  channel  where  there  are  some  already,  but  which  are  sep^ 
rated  40  feet  the  one  from  another ;  if  in  short  we  add  to  all  thoM 
expences  these  of  the  most  necessary  alterations  to  be  made  in  fort 
Mifflin,  it  will  appear  evident,  as  I  have  declared  in  the  first  memo- 
rial which  I  laid  before  the  Congress  in  the  beginning  of  June,'*'  wben 
they  consulted  me  on  this  head,  that  there  can  be  no  thoughts  of 
defending  this  passage  of  the  river,  unless,  as  I  have  forementioDed 
some  reasons  regarding  particularly  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  or 
the  future  operations  of  the  army,  should  absolutely  require  to  ena- 
ble this  fort  to  resist  for  some  time  the  attacks  of  the  ennemy. 

If  these  reasons  do  not  exist,  it  is  evident  that  we  must  confint 
ourselves  to  the  defense  of  that  passage  alone  of  Billingsport,  when 
the  river  is  more  than  two  thirds  narrower  than  at  fort  Mifflin ;  where 
the  ennemy  can  present  no  more  than  three  frigates  at  a  time;  where 
the  frigates  can  do  very  little  harm  to  the  battery  which  protects 
the  chevaux  de  frise,  because  this  battery,  being  very  high,  is  safo 
from  the  rebounding  of  the  balls  and  commands  the  frigates;  when 
the  Galleys  and  fire  ships  are  more  capable  of  actiuff  whith  mon 
profit  and  facility  than  at  fort  Mifflin ;  and  where  in  short  the  work 
18  far  advanced,  and  proportioned  to  the  small  quantity  of  artiUeryi 
which  is  at  present  in  a  state  of  serving. 

If  the  Government  intend  to  unite  all  their  efforts  in  finishing 
ibis  fort,  I  would  propose  to  hire  instead  of  militia  meD|  workmen 
by  the  day,  which  after  an  exact  calculation  of  all  expences,  will  ooet 
incomparably  less,  I  believe,  will  work  a  great  deal  mate,  give  ht 
less  trouble  to  those  who  conduct  the  workd|  and  not  consume  sooh 
an  immense  quantity  of  took  of  all  kinds. 

DU  COUDRAT. 

Philadelphia^  29  Aug.,  1777. 

*  See  page  860. 
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Sup.  Exec.  Council  to  Committee  for  Driving  off  Stock, 

1777. 
Gentlemen, 

.  As  the  eoeraj  aro  landed  at  Elk  river,  and  andoabtcdly  are  aim- 
iDg  for  this  city,  I  have  it  in  charge  from  the  Council,  to  remind 
joa  of  the  necessity  of  a  careful  attention  to  the  duty  of  removing 
the  cattle,  whenever  the  approach  of  the  enemy  may  make  it  neces- 
sary. If  any  change  of  circumstance  should  have  rendered  a  further 
appointment  to  your  assistance  necessary,  upon  your  recommendation 
of  a  number  of  proper  persons^  the  Council  will  immediately  appoint 
ihem. 

I  am  with  great  respect. 

Your  humble  servant 
Philada.,  Aug*  29, 1777. 
Directed  J 

To  Wm.  Carson,  Dean  T^mmons,  Nath*  Bonnell  &  And^  Carson. 

To  Edward  Few,  Rioh^  Dennis,  James  Whitters,  Henry  Maay, 
6am^  Penrose,  George  Yoang  and  Jacob  Whitman. 

To  Philip  Price,  Adam  Guyer  &  Joshua  Ash,  Jun', 


Jo.   ElBEBRIDE  TO  PRESIDENT  WhARTON,   1777. 

Bellvne,  10  o'clock  Wednesday  Even'g. 
Eir, 

I  haye  this  moment  bad  the  Honor  of  reee'g  (by  Express)  your 
Bxoellenoy's  favour  of  this  morning,  and  must  Confess  myself 
exceedingly  surprised  at  the  Extraordinary  procedure  Complain'd  of 
against  some  of  my  snb  Lien** — which  they  are  who  have  acted  such 
an  Inconsistent  part,  I  am  not  as  yet  able  to  say,  bnt  I  can  assure 
your  Excellency,  it  has  been  Intirely  Contrary  to  my  Expfesa  order 
i— or  the  lest— privity  on  my  part. 

Your  Excelency  &  the  Hon'ble  Counsoil  may  be  asur'd  I  will 
Immediately  take  every  proper  step  to  discover  the  Blameable  per- 
aoD  or  persons,  and  wiU  oause  him  or  them  as  soon  as  possible,  to 
appear  before  the  Counsoil  to  answer  the  premises. 

I  have  the  Hon''  to  be  your 

Excellency's  most  respectfull  &  obedi'fc 
Hum'l  Serv't, 

*  JO.  KIKKBRIDE. 
Dirededy 
To  His  Excelency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq**,  Philadelphia. 
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Sup.  Exbc.  Council  to  Gen.  Armstbong,  J777. 

Philadelphia,  3  0*»  August,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  rec*  your  favour  of  yesterday  hy  Major  Cox,  &  I  wait  your 
further  opioioD  coDceraing  the  Spirituous  Liquors.  Meanwhile  Mr. 
Crispin  will  he  directed  to  provide  for  the  distrihution  of  it  in 
extraordinary  cases  as  you  advise. 

Council  'expect  the  arms  from  Providence  &  French  Creek  are 
on  the  Road  to  Town.  The  repair  of  those  here  shall  he  forwarded, 
and  they  sent  off  to  you  as  quickly  as  possible.  It  is  with  regret 
we  find  that  those  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Militia,  lately  stationed 
at  Billingsport,  have  been  returned  in  very  damaged  Condition,  a 
circumstance  distressing  at  any  time,  but  especialy  at  present  If 
the  posts  on  the  River  are  nessarily  weakened,  on  giving  me  a  hint 
of  it,  they  may  be  reinforced  from  hence. 

Yon  will  observe  that  the  Classes  from  Lancaster  have  come  down 
very  thinly.  It  is  said  that  the  Militia  of  some  parts  of  that  County 
have  not  been  arranged  &  Classed,  but  Coll.  Oalbreath  stops  all  the 
rest  there,  subject  to  your  orders,  and  we  have  directed  the  like  eon-' 
cerning  the  further  Companies  expected  from  beyond  Susquehanna, 
&  the  second  Class  from  Northampton.  You  will  consider  all  these 
as  under  your  disposition,  recollecting  the  need  of  stronger  guards 
at  this  time  than  usual,  over  the  prisoners  now  removed  further  into 
the  Country.  You  must  perceive  the  weakness  of  some  Classes  last 
called  out,  Especialy  the  3d  of  Bucks.  This  is  owing  to  remisness 
in  levying  the  substitution  money,  partly  thro'  the  ignorance  &  feeble- 
ness of  those  upon  whom  the  duty  lies,  &  partly  the  interposition  of 
lawyers,  who  are  giving  ungrounded  &  litigious  advice  to  delin* 

2aents.  Hence  you  find  a  Draught  calculated  for  near  5000  mon^ 
ill  much  short  of  that  number. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  Colonel  Irvine,  an  officer 
of  great  merit,  has  accepted  of  the  Commission  of  Brig'.  Gen^  He 
is  going  to  join  the  Army  &  receive  your  orders.  Council  nw  the 
propriety  of  giving  you  further  assistance,  &  trust  they  have  done  it 
eftctually  by  this  nomination. 

Your  Battalion  of  Riflemen  under  Colonel  Bonlap,  has  the  high 
ap]Mrobation  of  Council.  I  am  persuaded  that  auch  a  Corps  may  be 
very  useful.  I  doubt  not  that  your  seal  &  patriotism  wUl  dii^poM 
you  to  promote  the  good  of  the  service  continually. 

We  understand  that  you  are  desirous  of  the  assistance  of  the 
Militia  Troop  of  Light  Horse  of  this  City.  From  a  variety  of  inci- 
dents, &  particularly  th^removal  of  many  inhabitants,  this  Corps  is 
become  very  thin ;  Besides  nearly  one  half  of  those  who  are  on  the 
spot  are  Preengaged  by  Congress  to  escort  Mess".  Penn  &  Chew  to 
a  distant  station,  and  it  seems  expedient  to  leave  the  small  residue 
here  to  execnte  such,  &  other  errands  of  Congress^  which  require 
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persons  of  tmst'&  politeness.     These  considerations  induoe  Council 
to  suspend  the  march  of  the  Troop  till  thej  hear  farther  from  jou. 

I  am 

Sir,  with  great  regard, 

Your  most  obed.  Serv*. 

To  Major  Qen'.  Armstrong. 


H.  Db  Haven  to  Pres.  Wharton,  1777. 

French  Creek,  Aug*  30,  1777. 
Hon*»-  Sir, 

Mj  Father  having  left  this  place  this  morning  before  the  arrival 
of  your  Express,  I  have  informed  Mr.  Rittenhouse  of  the  Contei^ts 
of  jonr  Ofder  of  Yesterday,  he  say  it  bhall  be  complied  with  oii 
Monday  morning,  that  ho  cannot  procure  them  sooner  as  there  was 
a  load  sent  down  yesterday  morning ;  I  will  sett  off  this  afternoon 
to  Mr.  Bakers  to  forward,  if  possible,  the  Arms  in  his  possession. 

fj^om  your  Humble  8erv^ 

U.  DE  HAVEN. 

DirecUJf 

Td  the  H<m^  Tho-.  Wharton,  £!sq'.,  Pres^,  ftc,  to  the  stale  of 
Pennsyl*. 


Thk  Petition  of  Stephen  Joseph  RouaBT,  1777. 

AuguBt  80, 1777. 

To  If  is  Ezedlency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq^.,  Governor  of  the  State 

of  Pensilvania,  &c.,  &o.,  &o. 

The  hnmble  Petitioner  desiring  to  obtain  a  War  commission  for 
KiB  Brigantine,  the  James  of  the  Boarden  of  eighty  tons,  mounting 
Ten  carriages  guns  of  four  pounders  &  eigtheen  swevels,  navigate? 
by  eighty  men,  now  Layine  in  this  Biver,  Commanded  by  your 
petitioner.  Begs  your  excellency  to  grant  him  the  same,  having 
aoffident  security.* 

&  Will  Ever  Pray, 

STEPH-.  JOSH^  BOUGET. 
Martin  Jogiez,  Security. 

*  Granted.— See  Colon.  E«e.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  282. 
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Board  op  War  to  Pres,  Wharton,  ITTT. 

War  Office,  Aug*  80«»,  1777. 

Sir, 

There  is  a  large  quantity  of  Flour  spoiliug  for  Want  of  baking. 
It  lies  at  the  Valley  Forge.  I  am  directed  to  request  of  you  tbt 
you,  with  the  Council,  will  be  pleased  to  order  Furloughs  to  be  given 
to  six  Bakers  out  of  the  Militia,  for  the  Purpose  of  baking  the  Floor 
into  hard  Biscuit.  Col.  Dewees  will  receive  your  order  &  endeavoor 
to  find  out  the  Bakers. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Your  very  obed.  Serv*. 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Secy. 

Directed^ 

On  Public  Service,  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jr.  Esq'.) 
Preside  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  Pennsylvania. 


General  Potter  to  President  Wharton,  1777^ 

Head  Quarters,  Wilmington,  Sep'r  1, 1777. 
Sir, 

I  have  this  day,  by  order  of  his  Excellency,  the  Qen',  ordered  lU 
the  militia  that  are  at  Lancaster,  to  this  place. 

One  reason  why  the  militia  of  our  State  coming  so  HI  armed  iBj 
they  are  afraid  that  if  they  lose  their  arms  they  will  not  be  paid  for 
them ;  and  as  a  proof  of  their  fears,  they  give  an  Instance,  the  anns 
they  lost  with  the  loss  of  Fort  Washington,  for  which  they  bsve 
as  yet  never  been  paid  or  received  any  satisfaction.  Therefore,  if 
the  Council  would  be  pleased  to  issue  orders  to  their  County  Uente- 
nants  to  appraise  the  people's  muskets,  and  assure  them  that  if  thej 
are  lost  in  actual  service,  or  by  unavoidable  accidents,  they  shall  be 
paid  for  them,  I  doubt  not  in  the  least  but  they  would  come  a  tist 
deal  better  armed ;  for  I  am  convinced  there  are  great  numben  of 
firms  in  the  Country,  which  they  will  not  bring  into  the  field  with 
them,  unless  they  have  some  such  security  for  them. 

There  are  daily,  men  coming  into  this  place  unarmed.  I  moit 
ounestly  request  the  favour  of  you  to  hasten  arms  &  acooutremeDto 
to  this  place  as  soon  as  possible. 

Bullets  &  screws  are  still  wanting,  although  I  gave  podtive  ordeif 
to  Mr.  Tiler  to  send  no  Rifles  without  those  articles. 

His  Excellency  applied  to  me  this  morning  to  get  some  Battalions 
of  the  Militia  of  our  State  to  join  the  Continental  Brigades  of  our 

^Btepage  671. 
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Itate.     He  says  the  militia  are  too  namerous  to  be  in  two  Brigades, 
1 1  confess  they  will  be  unwieldy  if  they  are  kept  in  two ;  however 
hat  of  joining  them  to  the  Continental  I  think  must  be  by  their 
»wii  consent. 
Enclosed  you  have  a  report  of  our  militia.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  most  Hum*  Serv*, 

JAS.  POTTER. 
Directedf 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  Penn- 
lylf  ania,  Philad*. 


&BN.  Potter  to  Commanding  Officer  at  Lancaster,  1777. 

Wilmington,  Scpf,  1-*,  1777. 

I  have  it  in  Command  from  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  to 
^ider  all  the  militia  of  the  Different  Classes,  which  are  now  ordered 
)iit  in  Lancaster  County,  to  march  Immediately  to  Head  Quarters, 
vhich  at  present  is  at  this  place.  Therefore,  I  require  you  will  with* 
oai  delay  pay  strict  obedience  to  these  orders,  &  march  all  the  troops 
lender  your  command,  &  those  Classes  under  marching  orders  in 
jTonr  County,  to  march  forthwith. 

I  am  Sir,  ^ 

Your  Humble  Serv't. 

JAS.  POTTER,  B.  G. 

P.  8.  None  of  the  Troops  are  to  be  stoped  after  this,  but  all 
■arrii  on  to  head  Quarters  as  they  come  in.  No  furlows  to  be 
|ifMi  OD  any  pretence  whatever. 

A  Copy. 

To  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Militia,  In  the  Burrough  of 
jiBoaater. 

On  pabliok  Service. 

*  Not  found. 
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General  Akmstrono  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Head  Quarters,  Chester,  Sept'  1*,  1777. 
Sir, 

By  Lieu*  Col»  Clark  I  have  received  the  Resolves  of  the  Conncil 
respecting  the  Collecting  of  Blankets,  an  Article  at  present  mach 
wanted  by  the  Militia  of  this  State,  and  very  proper  to  be  Collected 
in  this  County,  but  I  beg  to  be  excused  from  the  Service  as  it  ifl 
Impracticable  for  me  to  go  into  it  at  present,  being  under  the  Deoei- 
sity  of  following  the  Troops  to  Morrow  Morning,  and  am  aoao- 
quaintcd  with  tbo  People  of  the  County.  I  would  therefore  beg 
Leave  to  recommend  the  Council  to  appoint  some  Gentlemen  in  the 
Civil  Department  to  make  the  Purchases.  Should  there  be  a  neces- 
sity to  Destrain,  I  would  then  order  as  many  men  as  might  be 
necessary  to  support  them.  The  Blankets  when  collected  shoald  be 
Deposited  in  a  Pubiick  Store,  and  divided  among  the  different 
Battalions  in  proportion  their  wants,  as  the  Compleating  any  one 
Battalion  while  others  were  deficient,  might  create  uneasiness.  With 
Bcgard^o  Liquors  for  the  Militia,  I  am  of  opinion,  all  Things  Con- 
sider'd,  that  a  Quantity  should  be  provided,  to  bo  delivered  oat 
Occasionally ;  for  as  the  Continental  Troops  will  be  allowed  Ram 
when  on  Fatigue  ft  in  bad  weather,  should  the  Militia  be  withoot  it, 
might  occation  Disturbanoes,  I  shall  however  Speak  to  Oenerd 
Washington  T>n  the  Subject,  and  endeavour  to  have  the  Militia  BOp- 
plied  equally  with  the  Continental  Troops,  but  for  fear  of  Scarotj 
think  it  best  to  have  a  Quantity  laid  in. 

As  I  am  Anxious  to  put  the  Brigades  on  as  respectable  a  footing 
as  possi&lo,  &  to  give  them  every  additional  strength  that  lays  in  my 
Power,  I  Request  to  be  informed  what  Number  of  the  Militia  of 
York  &  Lancaster  Countys  have  been  detained  for  Guards,  and  to 
what  part  of  the  State  the  prisoners  and  Stores  are  removed,  is 
without  such  Information  I  shall  be  quite  at  a  loss  to  know  what 
proportion  of  them  I  may  with  propriety  order  down,  or  Xadfialf 
whether  any  of  them  can  be  spared.    The  City  Troop  of  Ligbt 
Horse  being  at  present  necessarily  detained,  I  cannot  Expect  tMi 
to  Join  me  Immediately,  but  for  various  reasons,  some  of  wUeh  I 
am  persuaded  Council  would  approve  of,  I  coald  wiah  tbat  as  isoa 
as  the  Nature  of  the  Service  they  are  now  Engaged  in  will  Admilt^ 
that  they  be  sent  down  to  Camp,  and  as  I  am  apprehenaive  (kat 
should  they  be  totally  Exempted  from  Military  Service,  they  may 
be  disgusted,  as  I  am  convinced  their  highest  ambition  is  to  act  in 
the  Field.     Col'  Bull  goes  ofif  this  morning  to  Billingsport  and  Fort 
Island  to  Exam  in  what  Militia  remain  there  and  in  tbat  Neighboll^ 
hood,  and  the  time  they  have  to  serve,  and  have  directed  him  to 
Report  to  the  Council,  but  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  an  additional 
Number  for  Labour  will  be  Necessary. 
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I  have  had  the  pletBnre  of  seeing  Oeaeral  Irwioi  and  think  hi« 
ippointment  will  do  honour  to  the  jadgement  of  Counoily  &  Signal 
ienrice  to  the  State. 

I  un  Sir,  with  perfeot  respect. 

Your  Ezoellency's 

Moat  humh'  Serv'j 

JOHN  ABMSTfiONG.     . 

Number  in  the  forts  on  the  Delaware^  reported  by  Col.  Bull.  5th 
Bap'r,  1777. 

At  Bfllingsport— 80  Contin^  Artillery. 

50  City  Militia — have  8  days  to  serve. 
50  Labour*  &  Carpen" — mostly  the  latter. 

Fort  Mifflin.— 80  Contin'  Artillery. 

15  Col.  Moore's  Militia  &  15  men. 

Bed  Bank.— A  few  labourers. 

IHrectedf 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton^  Jun%  President  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Baetkem  Galbraith  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Lancasteri  2"'  September^  1777. 

lUy  it  please  your  Ezcellenciei 

•'Sir,  In  my  absence  from  this  place  there  came  a  letter  from  Brigad' 
dmurml  Potter,  direoted  to  the  Commanding  officer  of  the  Militia  in 
laneaatpry «  Copy  of  which  you  have  inclosed,  it  came  into  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Ohiistophcr  Crawford,  one  of  the  Sab  Lieuten**  of  this  County, 
who  looked  upon  it  his  daty  to  give  marching  orders  to  the  troops 
thai  liad  been  stopped  here  in  Consequence  of  your  letter  of  the  23' 
ftl^akho'  non  had  march'd,  except  one  Companie  from  York  County, 
faefeia  ny  arrival,  the  remainder  I  stopp'd,  looking  upon  it  my  duty 
to  abide  only  by  your  Excellencies  directions  whilst  here. 

I  would  be  glad  to  know  whether  I  should  pay  a  regard  to  such 
orders  from  the  Gen**  hereafter  or  not,  if  not,  I  hope  that  your  Ex- 
eellencie  will  acquaint  them  in  what  line  they  are  to  call,  or  let  me 
know  whither  I'm  to  pay  a  reguard  to  there  orders,  with  yours,  least 
they  might  think  it  was  through  contempt  my  not  conforming  thereto. 
Just  before  I  sat  down  to  write  rec'd  yours  of  the  27%  which  I 
shall  Comply  with  as  far  as  possible.     There  are  about  70  men  here 
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from  CumberlaDd  County  who  are  Queasy  to  Joyii  their  Battalion  it 
Gamp,  they  reo'd  no  money  before  they  left  hdmoi  &  knows  not  their 
paymaster  which  ocoations  them  to  Complain. 

The  Hessian  Prisoners  are  sent  to  Lebanon,  it  takes  3  Conptoiei 
to  guard  them  from  the  remoteness  of  their  Quarters,  k  there  m 
ab^  thirty  of  this  County  Militia  here  from  the  different  Cuss's,  be- 
sides some  of  the  borough  as  Guards,  whioh  is  all  that's  here.  I 
hope  for  an  answer  to  this  by  the  Express. 
I  am  your  Excellencies 

Most  obed^  humble  Serv^i 

BARTREM  OALBBAITH, 
Lieuten*  for  Lancaster  County. 

N.  B.    Money  will  be  wanting  much  soon. 

On  public  service. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellenoio;  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq^  Pros*  of  the  State  U 
Pensylv*,  Phikd*. 


Vice  President  Bryan  to  President  op  Congress,  1777. 

In  Council,  2*  September,  1777. 

Sir, 

In  consequence  of  the  recommendations  of  Congress  &  their  owa 
persuasion  of  the  propriety  &  necessity  of  the  measure,  Council  hate 
taken  up  seyeral  persons  inimically  disposed  towards  the  Amer.  States. 
Few  of  the  Quakers  among  these  are  persons  willing  to  make  anj 
promise  of  any  kind ;  they  are  therefore,  mostly  in  ooDfinemeat 
m  the  Masons  Lodge.  As  the  number  of  those  who  are  of  this  mina 
may  exceed  20  it  is  proper  to  consider  immediately  of  their  disposd. 
On  this  head  the  ad  vice  of  Congress  is  desired,  &  particularly  whether 
Augusta  &  Winchester  in  Virginia,  would  not  be  suitable  plaeai 
wherein  to  secure  these  persons.  And  also,  what  may  be  the  best 
oourse  to  be  taken  with  the  rest  ?  The  whole,  now  anestiBg^  will 
not  exceed  fortyj  but  it  is  extended  beyond  that  number. 

G.  B.,  V«  PreK». 
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CoLONKL  Bradford  to  Prbsidbnt  Wharton,  1777. 

The  Sev'd  Mr.  Combs  and  Mr.  Joseph  Fox  is  added  to  the  List  I 
kft  with  yoUi  being  just  committed,  thej  refusing  to  sign  a  Parole. 

Your  H}^  ServS 

WM.  BRADFORD.* 
Sept.  2%  1777. 
Directedj 
To  His  Excell^,  Tho»  Wharton,  jun'. 


Resolution  op  Congress,  1777. 

In  Congress,  8  September,  1777. 
Resolved, 

That  it  be  ea^iestly  recommended  to  the  several  States  to  take 
eflSBotual  measures  for  importing  or  otherwise  procuring,  during  the 
ensuing  Winter,  such  supplies  of  Arms,  Tents  and  other  military 
Stores,  Blankets,  Clothing,  Medicines  and  other  necessary  articles  for 
Aeir  respective  Militia  as  may  be  wanted  for  the  next  Campaign ; 
ind  that  they  report  to  Congress  the  Species  and  Quantity  of  military 
Stores  mannfaotured  in  their  respective  States. 

Copy  from  the  Journals. 

WILLIAM  CH.  HOUSTON,  D.  Sec'ry. 


-Abohibald  McClian  to  Yicb-Presidbnt  Brtan,  1777. 

York,  Sepf  8«,  1777. 

ter, 

Toar  Favour  of  the  21st  Ult.  I  received  on  the  28th  of  the  same 
liOBlh,  The  Contents  whereof  giveth  me  sincere  Pleasure ;  And  I 
antt  esy  that  in  my  Opinion,  with  Some  few  Persons  over  whom 
Mr.  Ross  had  Influence,  and  whose  Minds  were  under  previous  Bias, 
lad  hearing  his  Representation,  If  a  Saul  or  Apollos  had  related 
what  are  the  real  Facts,  it  would  not  with  them,  have  been  admitted 
to  due  Credit;  but  which  prejudices,  if  not  entirely  removed,  will 
bp  staggered  and  checked  oy  having  the  account  immediately  from 
foa ;  and  I  take  this  opportunity  most  heartily  to  thank  you  Sir, 

*  See  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  288. 


^70  PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVSS  1777. 

for  your  Condescensioii  in  taking  Notice  of  the  Yarions  parts  of  nj 
tedioaa  Letter  ;*  And  the  Degree  to  which  GoTemment  ia  alnady 
carried,  and  authorized  by  your  Relation  thereof,  I  trust  will  in  du 
coarse  of  Time  produce  salutary  Effects  here,  in  the  Establishment 
of  like  Order  (which  we  much  want) ;  but  it  will  take  some  Time, 
and  require  a  steady,  firm,  and  vigorous  ExertioUi  before  any  Thing 
effectual  will  yet  take  place  for  the  full  Restoration  thereol 

My  former  Letter  under  all  its  Gloom,  hath  set  forth  but  a  small 
part  of  the  Conduct  of  some  of  the  leading  Men  in  some  parts  of 
the  County  ;  And  hath  been  entirely  silent  in  Respect  of  what  mij 
unless  timely  prevented  be  yet  feared  from  Combinations  actually 
set  on  Foot,  (tho'  conducted  with  such  Secrecy  and  Caution  thtt 
we  cannot  so  fully  get  at  the  Bottom  of  them  as  to  deal  with  the 
Subjects  thereof  in  a  legal  way).  In  Order  to  oppose  the  Open- 
tions  of  Government,  particularly  iu  Respect  to  the  Collecting  of 
the  Fines,  incurred  by  the  Non-associators,  under  the  Resolves  of 
the  late  Assembly,  and  appointed  to  be  levied  by  Acts  of  the  present 
Assembly,  and  the  Substitution  Monies  made  payable  under  the 
Regulations  of  the  Militia  Law,  by  those  who  are  the  Subjects 
thereof  and  who  do  refuse  their  personal  Service. 

A  Meeting  it  is  certain  hath  been  held  amongst  the  Germans  near 
M'^Calliater's  Town,  (properly  Hanover)  whereat  aa  lome  do  lav  Oie 
Hundred  Persons  were  present,  and  it  is  reported  the  Party  m  the 
Secret  are  composed  of  500  Persons,  who  either  are  or  will  become 
bound  together  to  resist  even  unto  the  shedding  of  Blood  and  taking 
the  Life,  of  any  Officer  or  Person,  who  shall  or  may  attempt  to  de- 
train or  otherwise  use  any  coercive  means  for  the  Recovery  of  the 
Fines  so  incurred,  and  I  am  further  told,  they  have  threatened  the 
Lives  of  Mess"  M^'Callister  and  Slagle,  but  upon  strict  Enquiry  I 
cannot  be  informed  of  any  one  Person  who  will  avow  to  be  of  the 
Party,  and  as  the  Matter  hath  not  yet  been  put  to  Trial,  cannot 
determine  to  what  Height  it  may  be  carried.  But  in  my  humble 
Opinion,  it  will  be  difficult  to  get  either  Colleotor  or  Constable  to 
do  and  perform  their  Duties,  without,  having  at  the  Beginning  a 
sufficient  Force  to  protect  them. 

The  Returns  for  Justices,  for  the  Township  of  Berwick,  I  sent 
down  inclosed  in  my  former  Letter  together  with  my  Observationi 
thereon. 

Inclosed  I  send  you  the  Returns  for  Manchester  Township,  One 
whereof  I  heretofore  mentioned,  and  the  other  was  sent  to  me  then 
with,  and  at  the  Request  of  some  of  the  People  I  aend  both|  aid 
Refer  the  Appointment  to  the  Council,  with  my  Bemarki  in  mj 
former  Letter,  with  this  farther  Observation,  the  two  personi  men- 
tioned in  the  Last  Returns  are  both  Strangers  to  me^  I  know  them 
not  personally. 

It  will  be  of  singular  Service  that  the  Commissions  be  aent  hf 

*  See  page  516. 
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tfce  fini  Po6i|  f  have  good  Orounds  to  belieye  that  Mr.  Slagle  will 
immediatelj  qnalify,  And  I  have  now  some  Hopes  that  Mr.  M'Cal- 
Ikter  will  ^ao  qaalify  as  a  Justice  at  the  same  Time,  If  not  I  have 
his  promise  that  he  will  at  least  take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance^  as  he 
saith  he  approves  of  it 

I  have  an  Expectation  of  seeing  the  most  of  those  of  the  Justices 
Sleoty  (who  haye  not  jet  qualified)  in  a  short  time,  wherehy  an 
Opportunity  will  he  afforded  of  hearing  from  themselves  their  final 
Sentiments,  in  Respect  of  Complying  with  their  Appointments^ 
which  when  known,  I  shall  transmit  an  account  thereof  to  Council. 

lam. 

Sir, 

with  due  Respect, 

your  most  ohe*  h***  Serv*, 

ARCH*  M'^CLEAN. 

P.  S.  I  have  received  since  the  Date  of  my  last  Letter  (which  I 
presume  was  not  come  to  your  Hands  at  the  Time  that  you  wrote) 
Eight  Dozen  of  the  Copies  of  the  Constitution  in  German,  end 
Twenty  Dozen  of  the  Copies  thereof  in  English,  and  fifty  Copies  of 
the  Laws  of  the  Last  Sessions  of  Assembly,  which  I  shall  properly 


A.  M°. 

Dtreded, 

To  The  Honourable  George  Bryan,  Esquire,  Vice  President  of 
tiM  Supreme  Executive  Council,  &o. 

^  Favour  of  Michael  Hahn,  Esq'r. 


Commodore  Seymour  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

May  it  Please  your  Excellency  : 

Your  known  Candour  and  Love  to  Justice  obliges  me  to  take  the 
Liberty  in  Inclosing  my  petition  to  you,  praying,  that  my  Rations 
may  be  allowed  and  paid  me ;  which  has  been  detained  from  me  by 
a  Resolve  of  the  Hon^^*  the  Executive  Council  &  Board  of  War ; 
Which  I  think  Very  Strange  off;  After  my  being  in  the  Service 
Nigh  Ten  Months,  Especially  when  the  rest  of  the  Officers  under 
ay  Command  regularly  reoeivd  theirs ;  had  I  been  Inform'd  that  I 
was  not  to  receive  my  pay,  &c.,  agreeable  to  my  Rank,  when  I  came 
in  to  the  Service,  I  never  would  have  Inter'd  into  it ;  but  by  Coll' 
Bayards  promises  k  a  Resolve  Read  off  at  Fort  Island,  Specifying 
that  every  officer  in  the  State  Service  shou'd  have  &  receive  Conti- 
nental pay  agreeable  to  Each  Officers  Rank,  which  ColP  Bayard  can 
Vol,  v.— 25 
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Assert;  jour  Petitioner  ihereforo  prays  T<mr  Ezeelleiioy  wOI  tike 
the  premises  in  Consideration  &  order  him  Sueh  redress  ii  your 
Ezocllency  shall  Think  proper ;  your  Ezceliency'i  Favour  in  (iui 
Will  always  be  Aeknowlege  by  your  £xoellen<^'8 

Very  Humble  Servant, 

THO  SSYMOUiL 

Philadelphia  8«  of  Septemb',  1777. 

Directed^ 

To  Hb  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  President  of  the  Saprcmc 
Executive  Council  For  the  Common  Wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


PuiNBAS  Bond  to  Prbsidbnt  Wharton.  1777. 

Sir, 

I  take  the  Liberty  of  inclosing  you  a  copy  of  my  Letter  io  t^ 
Three  Gentlemen  who  attended  me  with  a  parole  yesterday.  From 
thence  you  will  find,  that  what  chiefly  influenced  me  to  execnte  (kai 
Paper,  was  an  assurance  from  them,  that  my  Limits  would  be  eDll^ 
ged  upon  application  being  made  to  yon. 

Their  expectations  and  mine  on  Uiis  score  are  disappointad,  tti 
I  therefore  think  myself  justified  in  retracting  what  I  have  ngiiel^ 
The  terms  of  ^the  Parole  I  did  not  object  to,  in  any  Kespeot,  bat  as 
to  the  narrowness  of  the  Bounds  to  which  I  am  limited. 

The  Charge  for  which  I  was  deprived  of  my  Liberty  ought  to  be 
of  a  very  serious  nature  indeed,  to  warrant  so  extraordinary  Proceed- 
ing— I  am  at  this  moment  totally  ignorant  of  the  Charge^  and,  be  it 
what  it  may,  I  am  satisfied  it  is  not  supported  or  supportable  by  uj 
Proof  or  Color  of  Evidence. 

But  however  irregular  the  Prooeedinss  against  me  have  baei,  I 
consented  to  the  terms  proposed,  backed  by  the  Promises  of  tbett 
Gentlemen,[more  I  assure  yon,  for  the  Peace  sake  of  my  faoiily,  thin 
from  any  apprehension  of  what  I  might  personally  auffer. 

I  comfort  myself  with  reflecting  on  my  Innooence — ^I  troat  I  hate 
supported  some  little  character  in  Life — ^Whatever  may  be  my  senti* 
ments  on  public  affairs,  I  have  never  promulgated  them  with  a  view 
of  making  Proselytes  to  my  Opinion. — ^After  what  pMsed  between 
you  and  one  of  my  Friends  yesterday,  I  think  it  incumbent  upon  me 
to  inform  you  of  my  Determination — I  entertain  a  due  aenae  of  your 
Civility  and  Kindness  upon  this  oocasion,  iat  whieh  be  pleased  to 
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Moept  mj  thanks — ^I  must  beg  your  Excuse  for  the  trouble  I  haro 
giTen  jott. 

And  am  Sir, 

jour  very  hblo  Seru*. 

PHINEAS  BOND. 

Cbesinat  Street,  Sept.  8d,  1777. 

Thomas  Wharton,  jr.,  Esq. 


GentlemeOi 

The  assurances  I  received  from  one  or  more  of  you^  that  the  limits 
of  my  Parole  would  be  enlarged  upon  application  to  Mr.  Whartoni 
was  particularly  situated  as  I  am  in  Life,  the  chief  Inducement  to 
sign  the  Paper  you  produced  yesterday. — One  of  my  Friends  has 
aocordingly  applied ;  but  contrary  to  your  expectations  and  mine  his 
Bequest,  has  not  been  favor'd. 

Thus  circumstanced,  I  think  myself  perfectly  at  Liberty  to  retract 
and  renotince  the  Parole  I  have  enter'd  into,  which  I  hereby  do^  and 
declare  that  I  do  not  consider  myself  in  any  wise  bound  by  it ;  and 
being  coDsoious,  that  I  have  never  deviated  from  that  line  of  oonduo^ 
which  a  good  Citizen  ought  to  pursue,  I  shall  on  no  account  whatso- 
ever eon^al  or  withdraw  myself;  neitlrer  shall  I  in  any  Respect  at- 
tempt to  elude  the  search  and  inquiry  of  those  who  without  assigninff 
aoY  catDue,  aim  at  restraining  that  Liberty,  which  as  a  freeman,  I 
hold  myself  indisputably  entitled  to. 

I  am  Gentlemen, 

your  very  hble  Serv^ 

(Signed)  PHINBAS  BOND^. 

Ghettirat  Street,  Wednesday  Homing,  8d  Sept,  1777. 


To  Hessrs.  William  Bradford  ^ 
Jotoph  Blewer,  &  V 

Mattnew  Lrwin.  j 

*  See  Colon.  Bee.  Yol.  XI.  pp.  289,  290,  800. 
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Resolutions  of  Congress,  1777. 

In  Congress^  Sept  3^  1777. 
Eesolyed, 

That  Congress  approvo  of  the  Qnakera  being  sent  to  Yirginia  tod 
in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  that  Stanton  in  the  County  of  Avguti, 
is  the  most  proper  place  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  for  their  reaidence 
and  security ;  and  with  regard  to  the  other  prisoners,  mentioned  in 
their  letter,  Congress  leave  it  to  the  Supreme  executive  council  to  do 
with  them,  as  they  in  their  wisdom  shall  think  best 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sec'y  * 

Directed', 

The  Sapreme  Executlue  Council,  of  Pennsylvania. 


Joseph  Kirkbkidb  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  Acknowledge  the  rec't  of  your  Excellencyi 
Letter  of  the  27th  ult.,  which  came  to  band  this  day  with  a  pnntod 
Direction,  both  of  which  shall  be  paid  all  proper  attention  too. 

With  this  Lieut  White  or  Ensign  Burrows  will  deliver  your  Ex- 
cellencies, a  List  of  35  privates,  all  substitutes,  which  is  an  additioQ 
to  Capt.  Harrison's  Comp''  now  out  in  the  8rd  class,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Folwelf.    Their  deficiency  of  arms,  &c.,  wiU  be 
delivered  your  Excellency  by  one  of  the  officers,  four  other  Comp>* 
I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  send  forward  within  five  or  six  daya,  btt 
am  much  afraid  we  shall  be  greatly  dcfitient  in  arms,  and  other  arti- 
cles, I  am  taking  every  reasonable  method  I  can  to  procure  them  aad 
will  furnish  the  men  as  far  as  they  will  go,  must  trust  to  famiafa  Uii 
rest  in  the  City. 

I  am  with  the  Greatest 

Esteem  your  Exoellencys 

most  obedient  Hum.  Serv^ 

JO.  KIBKBRIDE. 
Newtown,  3rd  Sept,  1777. 

♦  See  Colon.  Roc.  Vol.  XI.  p.  290. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVES  1777.  681 

P.  S.  The  officer  will  wait  your  Excellencjs  Orders^  when  &  wear 
they  art  to  maroh*  J.  K. 

IHrectedj 

}^  To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton;  Esq.;  President^  &c.|  of 
Pennsylvania. 

«  Lieut.  1 
White.        J 


Circular  op  Council  to  Josticbs,  1777. 

Li  Cooncily  Philadelphia^  Sept  4,  1777. 

Ckntlemen, 

A  number  of  Waggons  are  wanted  to  remove  the  ammunition  & 
stores  from  this  city.  You  are  therefore  to  send  down  WaggonS; 
with  four  horses  each,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  be  subject  to  the  orders 
of  Council;  and  to  rendevouz  at  Mr.  Jacob  Hiltzheimers  in  seventh 
stroat 


Sup.  Exec.  Council  to  General  Armstrong,  1777. 

In  CouncU,  Philada.,  Sept.  4*^  1777. 

.  I  am  informed  that  a  part  of  the  Militia  of  Chester  County,  (not 
belonging  to  the  Class  now  in  the  Field  by  order  of  Council,)  appre- 
hending that  the  Enemy  would  make  an  inroad  into  their  County, 
and  do  them  considerable  Injury — had  embodied  themselves  and 
apply'd  for  Ammunition  and  BAtions  at  Head  Quarters — ^but  for 
leaaons,  and  verv  likely  those  very  sufficient — they  were  refused, 
which  occasionec(  their  returning  home — if  those  people  can  render 
any  essential  service  at  this  Juncture  under  the  direction  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  Council  would  willingly  encourage  them ;  and 
will  oonaider  their  two  months  service  at  this  time  as  if  they  had 
0erved  in  future  Classes.  ^ 

I  am  with  respect, 

S',  your  very  h'l  serv't. 

Direciedj 

Gen.  Armstrong. 


58S  PSNNSYLTANIA  ABGIIITE8  1777. 


Council  to  Lieutenants  op  Chester  Co.,  17T7. 

Col.  Smith,  Lieut,  of  Chester  Coanty,  &  his  Sub-Lieu^; 
Sirsi 

Council  is  informed  that  some  of  the  Militia  in  the  southern  pirti 
of  your  County,  apprehending  danger  from  the  Enemyi  had,  in 
numbers  sufficient  to  form  two  Companies,  embodied  themselves,  to 
prevent  any  inroads  of  the  enemy,  and  repaired  to  Head  Quarters  in 
order  to  be  furnished  with  Ammunition  &  Rations — but  that  their 
services  were. not  accepted  of — probably  on  account  of  their  not  being 
willing  to  Joyn  in  with  the  other  Militia,  &  to  be  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Commander  in  Chief.     I  have  written  to  Gen.  Armstrong 
and  requested  that  if  those  Gentlemen  ean  propose  to  him  a  plan 
whereby  they  can  render  essential  service  to  their  Country  at  thii 
time  of  imminent  danger,  that  he  will  order  them  to  be  furnished 
with  Rations,  &c.  for  two  months ;  the  time  which  they  should  offer 
to  serve ;  this  shall  be  considered  as  equal  to  their  service  in  the 
classes  to  which  they  belong.     This  may  be  extended  to  all  other 
Volunteers  that  may  go  forth  in  the  Common  Cause;  they  first 
accomodating  their  services  to  the  Ideas  of  Gen'  A . 

Sept.  4,  1777. 

Directed, 

To  Col.  Smith,  &  Sub-Lieut-  of  Chester  Co. 


Sup.  Exbcutivb  Council  to  Col.  Wm.  Bbadford,  1777. 

Sir, 

Council  hare  resolved  to  send  the  prisoners  now  confined  at  the 
Free  Masons  lodge,  to  Stanton  in  the  county  of  Augusta  in  the  stiis 
of  yirginfa,  there  to  be  scoured  and  treated  in  such  manner  as  riiall 
be  consistent  with  their  respective  characters  and  the  security  of 
their  persons — Which  you  are  requested  to  communicate  to  and 
inform  them  that  carriages  will  be  provided  for  their  accommodadon 
on  the  journey,  unless  they  chuse  to  provide  themselves  therewith. 
It  is  proposed  that  they  go  off  %n  Saturday  morning  next.* 

Thursday,  Sept.  4,  1777. 

Directed  J 
To  Col.  Wm.  Bradford. 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  XI.  p.  290. 
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Rbbolution  of  Congress,  1777.* 

In  Congress,  Sept'  4, 1777. 

Kesolved :  That  the  exeoative  oonneil  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
be  requested  to  give  orders  that  all  the  Militia  of  their  State  hold 
tlldiiiselves  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning,  &  that 
thej  see  that  their  arms  be  pat  in  as  good  condition  as  possible. 
Thmt  the  said  executive  council  be  also  requested  to  call  out  five 
thousand  Militia  from  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  the 
coanties  most  adjacent;  that  they  be  earnestly  requested  to  appear 
with  what  arms  they  have,  and  otherwise  equipped  in  the  best  man- 
ner they  may  be  able ;  and  that  the  rendezvous  on  the  heights  of 
Derby,  or  at  such  other  place  as  the  commander  in  chief  may  direct. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secy. 


Board  of  War  to  Executive  Council,  1777. 

War  Office,  Sep*  4*^  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Board  have  directed  me  to  enquire  into  the  Situation  of  the 
Business  relative  to  the  Foundry  at  Southwark.  The  Founder  & 
his  Hands  are  &  have  been  for  some  Time  idle,  as  they  have  no 
Materials  to  work  with.  The  Board  is  informed  that  the  Council 
wiU  not  part  with  a  Quantity  of  Copper  belonging  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  until  it  is  settled  on  what  T^rms  the  Foundry  was 
tnnsferred  to  the  United  States.  I  have  it  therefore  in  Direction 
to  lequeat  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  the  Board  of  the  Demands 
tlw  State  have  against  the  Foundry,  &  whether  you  are  of  opinion 
the  Continent  should  take  it  subject  to  these  Demands,  or  whether 
the  Worin  &  Materials  should  be  valued  at  what  they  were  worth 
when  the  Commissary  Oen^  took  Possession  of  them,  &  from  this 
Brtimate  fix  the  Consideration  on  which  the  works  Ac  were 
tn&flferred. 

I  have  have  the  Honour  to  be 

your  very  obed.  Serv*, 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Secy. 

Dirtciedy 

On  Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  the  President,  &  the  Hon.  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 
War  Office. 

Biehard  Peters,  Secy. 

*  Se€  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XT,  p.  298. 
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Isaac  Mblcheu  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  have  no  Waggons  in  my  Department  that  are  snitable  to  arrj 
those  Gent,  that  are  Gonfioed^  nor  have  I  hitherto  been  ahle  to  ob- 
tain any ;  many  of  the  prisoners  have  Carriages;  would  it  not  be  u 
well  to  them  prooeed  in  their  own  to  the  plaoe  destined  ?  The  Ger- 
man town  light  waggons  are  employed,  as  I  have  no  prospect  of  ga- 
ting such  as  are  wanted,  I  think  it  my  Daty  to  mention  it 

I  am,  with  defference  &  Respect, 

Your  Excellcno'ys 

Most  obd.  Ser, 

ISAAC  MELCHER. 

The  5  Sep*,  1777. 

Directcdj 
His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  jun.,  Esq. 


Jonathan  Mipflin,  D.  Q.  M.  G.,  to  President  Whartos, 

1777. 

Wilmington,  5  Sep*,  1777. 
Sir, 

Last  Night  Orders  were  issued  for  forming  a  new  Eneampmeit 
General  Potter  has  applyed  to  me  for  68  Waggons  for  the  Militit 
nndor  his  and  General  Irwin's  Command.     All  the  Teams  in  thii 
Neighbourhood  are  impressed,  and  transporting  Stores  firom  Ma§^ 
sines  too  near  the  Enemy.     The  Militia  from  onr  State  disGhargid 
most  of  their  Waggons  iihmediately  on  their  Arriving  here,  withoat 
informing  me  of  it.     I  must  therefore  request  your  Assistance  is 
the  most  speedy  and  proper  Mode  of  supplying  them.    The  Number 
applied  for  is  too  many  in  Proportion  to  those  allowed  the  Conti> 
nental  Troops,  who  have  their  Tents  to  carry ;  they  are  famished 
as  follows : — One  four  Horse  Team  for  the  Field  Officers,  One  for 
the  Staff,  &  One  to  every  100  Men,  including  Officers,  in  each  Reg*. 
12  Waggons  will  carry  five  Day's  Provision  for  2000  Men. 

Militia  should  have  some  Lidulgenoies  more  than  are  allowed  to 
Men  who  are  become  accustomed  to  the  Fatigues  of  a  CampaiffU ; 
but  then  Attention  must  be  paid  to  the  sustaining  such  a  Number 
of  Horses  as  must  necessarily  be  employed.  I  have  given  yon  the 
above  Notes  that  a  Regulation  may  be  made  for  supplying  every  Batt* 
equally  that  is  called  out  in  Future,  &  that  the  State  &  Army  may 
not  be  distressed  by  too  great  a  Consumption  of  Forage. 
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Pletse  to  send  me  the  above  number  of  Teams,  tbo'  they  miy  not 
ftU  be  wanted  by  Gen^  Potter  from  my  Oalcnlation,  yet  I  can  then 
release  Part  of  those  I  had  when  the  Army  lay  at  German  Town, 
who  are  complaining  at  their  Detention,  and  are  willing  to  take  their 
Tour  of  Daty. 

I  am^  with  Respecti 

Tour  very  hb«  Serv% 

JONA-  MIFPUN,  D.  Q.  M.  G. 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

— On  Public  Service.    Permit  the  Express  to  pass. 

J.  MIFFLIN,  D.  Q.  M.  G. 


Board  op  War  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

War  Office,  Sep'  5th,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  have  it  in  Direction  to.  request  that  the  Council  will  be  pleased 
to  give  Orders  to  the  Lieutenants  of  the  several  counties  of  York, 
Lancaster,  Cumberland,  Berks  &  Northampton,  to  furnish  sach 
Guards  for  the  Prisoners  of  War  &  Continental  Stores  as  shall  be 
firom  time  to  time  required  of  them  by  the  Board  of  War  or  the  sev- 
mH  Dep'y  Comissaries,  Gen^  of  Prisoners  or  Military  Stores  in  the 
Bttd  Ooanties  Applications  have  been  made  to  some  of  the  Lieu« 
tOMnti  k  they  ha? e  refused  to  furnish  Guards  without  your  orders 
fbr  thai  Purpose. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  very  obed*  Serv*,^ 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Seo'y. 

On  Public  Service. 

Directedf 

To  His  Excellency,  Tho.  Wharton,  jun.,  Esqr,  President  of  the 
Sap.  Ex.  Council,  Pennsylvania. 

War  Office,  Richard  Peters,  Seo'y. 

26* 
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President  "Wharton  to  Congress,  1777. 
Sir, 

In  my  letter  of  this  day  on  the  subject  of  the  prisoDen  in  tbe 
Mason's  lodge^  I  ought  to  have  mentioned  the  propriety  of  obtainiog 
from  Congress  a  recommendation  to  some  person  or  persoDS  in 
authority  in  Maryland  &  Virginia  to  support  and  countenanoe  tlie 
conveying  of  these  persons  to  the  place  of  destination  &  to  nmn 
them  there. 

I  am  Sir,  &c. 
fy"  Sep*,  1777. 

Direcledf 
To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


Sup.  Exec.  Council  to  President  op  Congress,  177T. 

In  Connoil,  Philadelphia,  Sept.  6, 1777. 
Sir, 

The  persona  detained  in  the  Masons  lodge  haye  notioe  of  going  &i 
Augusta  to-morrow.  Light  waggons  are  preparing  and  an  eaoort 
fixing.  Meanwhile  Council  haying  reoeiyed  the  enoloeed  reiMA- 
strance  from  the  twenty-one  persons  in  the  lodge  are  of  ofonioi  Ait 
some  account  of  this  tranaaotion  should  be  given  to  tbe  publie,  tf 
they  understand  these  people  mean  to  publish  and  raiae  a  ferMi 
A  short  attempt  of  this  kind  was  made  yeaterdaj ;  why  it  appeand 
not  in  the  last  eyening  poet  is  not  clear. 

In  the  mean  time  it  may  perhaps  be  worth  oonnderation  whetlm 
the  removal  of  those  persons  might  not  be  relaxed  as  to  such  u 
would  yet  swear,  or  affirm,  allegiance  to  this  state;  Your  aaswii  to 
this  is  desired. 

J)ur6cied, 

To  the  Hon'ble  John  Haneock,  Esq'*. 
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■vsRAL  Armstrokq  TO  Prbsidsnt  Wharton,  1777. 

Wilminton,  b^  Sejf ,  1777. 

lis  day  the  whole  of  the  Continental  Troops  at  this  place  aro  to 
:  forward  far  as  Newport,  as  is  Gen*  Potter's  Brigade,  Qenerals 
I'a  Brigade  remains  upon  the  works  at  this  place  nntil  fujrther 
«.  At  Newport  wo  are  to  fonn,  and  perhaps  throw  up  lines 
Christiana  on  the  Loft,  to  White,  or  perhaps.  Bed  Clay  Creek 
rget  which  is  the  name)  on  the  right. 

le  enemy,  as  far  as  we  yet  learn,  appear  to  spread  over  some 
derable  space  of  Country,  but  in  a  dotatched  way  from  Couches 
I  to  some  part  of  Notingham.  In  the  Scirmiss  of  Wednesday 
ling  perhaps  the  loss  on  each  side  may  be  nearly  equal,  but  ours 
I  themselves  the  best  off.  Deserters  are  frequently  coming  in, 
ly  Jermans,  they  call  the  enemy  larger  than  they  can  possibly 

nt  the  Character  of  Quarter  Master  Gen*  some  person  is  much 
ed,  ho  should  be  active,  attentive,  a  Penman,  and  a  man  of  de- 
and  as  he  must  have  accounts  and  hatfdle  money,  his  probity 
dl  will  easily  advert  to.     Shou'd  Council  be  at  any  loss  about  a 
er  person  there  are  none  occurs  to  me  at  present  most  fit  than  Mr . 
tkew  Irwin,  late  Commissary,  or  Capt*  Lyttle. 
boat  400  more  arms  are  wanted  with  all  possible  expedition, 
ire  shall  probably  want  a  greater  number  as  some  are  insufficient 
ni  wanting  repairs.    The  State  Artillery  are  not  yet  come  up, 
the  moment  uncertain  when  Mr.  Howe  may  make  his  push  or 
'd  he  delay  we  appear  drawing  nearer  his  Quarters.     At  Chester 
^  SeCoadray's  Engineer  called  and  told  me  that  the  nine  men 
lerly  ordered  to  carry  his  chain  had  left  him,  of  which  I  knew 
iagi  as  it  had  been  before  I  got  to  Chester,  but  told  the  Engi- 
ha  should  either  have  the  same  men  again  or  nine  others  in 
r  lOom.  or  that  nine  of  those  left  at  Fort  Island  might  answer  the 
KMa    it  then  rained,  I  imagined  the  young  man  had  only  steped 
» to  wait  for  fair  weather,  call  again,  as  be  did  not  I  ooncluded 
hose  the  last  proposal  of  nine  from  Fort  Island,  but  to  my  sur- 
)  ftboat  a  week  after  I  received  a  letter  from  Gen*  Washington 
miag  me  of  Mr.  DeCoudray's  heavy  oomplaint  of  marching  off 
sine  men,  of  the  difficulty,  loss  of  ttm«,  money y  to  the  puhliek  in 
IqyiDg  new  hands  to  carry  chain  and  stick  down  a  poet.    The 
oral  to  get  rid  of  suoh  unneoessary  trouble  expressed  his  wishes 
ou'd  send  back  the  same  nine,  upon  which  I  immediately  wrote 
1.  Potter  to  send  back  the  same  men,  who  wrote  me  for  answer 
loold  not  find  them,  and  imagined  their  time  was  out  &  gone 
le.     So  that  on  the  whole  if  the  Engineer  is  not  yet  gone  out  to 
Bunrey  with  such  men  af«  he  has  at  Fort  Island,  it  may  be  expc- 
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dient  that  Council  order  nine  of  thom  for  that  service,  iltho'  my 
written  orders  to  that  place  haTe  thrown  the  whole  of  those  left  it 
Fort  Island  under  the  direction  of  Gen  »DeCoudray  in  point  of  labour. 
I  ain  obliged  to  give  Council  the  trouble  of  reading  this  frivoloos 
stuff  least  you  shou'd  be  pestered  with  the  same  complaint. 

Please  to  forgive  this  blotted  scrol  being  at  present  hurried  &no 
time  to  get  a  oo^y. 

And  believe  me  to  boi 

with  great  tmth. 

Your  Ezcellencys  Most 

Obed'  humb^*  Servant 


JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 


Directed, 
To  His  Ezcellenoy,  Thomu  Wharton. 


James  Gregory  and  others  to  President  Wharton,  17TT. 


Carlisle,  Sep'  5%  1777. 
Sir, 

If  it  should  be  found  necessary  by  the  CouDeil  to  keep  Militia  is 
the  field  Longer  than  the  two  months  which  the  first  Class  has  to 
serve,  being  now  out  about  two  Weeks  from  here,  we  desire  Aafe 
notice  thereof  be  given  us  at  Least  two  Weeks  before  the  time  the 
Class  to  relieve  them  should  appear  at  Camp  as  there  will  probably 
be  some  difficulties  attending  upon  getting  oat  the  relief  Class  ii 
time  as  could  be  wished. 

Ton  will  also  please,  Sir,  to  inform  us  at  same  time  how  the  MB* 
Hia  are  to  be  paid  their  Sabsistance  fnm  two  Days  before  their  Maidi 
until  they  arrive  at  Carlisle  or  to  the  first  Commissaiy  of  IssMi 
where  they  may  draw  Rations.  This  is  a  nutter  of  Modi  Inauiiy 
by  the  Militia  who  have  far  to  march  before  they  can  draw  Batioii% 
and  as  a  Query  we  can't  answer  Satisfiu$torally. 

A  Number  of  Tories  having  been  sent  here  from  York  Town,  by 
order  of  Mr.  Attley,  Commissair  of  Prisoners,  about  ten  days  aoo. 
We  want  directions  from  the  Hon^**  Council  how  they  are  to  be 
Otuurded,  tho  Militia  of  this  place  (who  have  hitherto  mounted  night 
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Giiard  over  them)  not  thinkiDg  it  their  duty  so  to  do^  but  say  a 
Guard  OQgfat  to  be  hired  for  that  purpose  as  has  been  in  other  places 
We  are 

Your  Ezeellency's 

most  obedient 

most  Humble  ServantSi 

JAS.  GREGORY, 

BENJ"  BLYTH, 

GEO.  SHARP, 

JOHN  HARRIS, 

JS.  M'DOWELL, 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq%  President  of  the 
Executive  Council,  Philadelphia. 


Resolves  op  Council,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  5, 1777. 
Sir, 

A  remonstrance  signed  by  the  Gentlemen  conOned  at  the  Masons 
lodge,  having  been  presented  to  Council  and  read.  The  Council 
tooK  the  same  into  consideration  and  asked  the  advice  of  Congress 
thereon,  which  being  received.  Council  thereupon  passed  the  follow- 
ing resolve,  which  they  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  communicate  to 
the  aforesaid  Gentlemen. 


In  Council. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  5,  1777. 

Resolved,  That  such  of  the  persons  now  confined  in  the  lodge  as 
shall  take  k  subscribe  the  oath,  or  affirmation,  of  allegiance  required 
by  law  in  this  common  wealth,  or  that  shall  take  &  subscribe  the 
foHowinff  oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit,  "  I,  ,  do  swear  (or 

affirm)  tnat  I  will  be  faithful  and  bear  true  allegiance  to  the  Goin» 
non  Wealth  of  Pennsylvania,  as  a  free  and  independant  State,' 
^ball  be  discharged. 

I  am  respectfully, 

your  very  humble  servant, 

T'Y  MATLACK,  Sec'^* 
Directed, 
To  Col.  W.  Bradford,  present. 

»  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XL,  p.  202. 
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Sup&iMB  Executive   Council  to  Jambs  Buddbn,  1777. 
Sir, 

Council,  on  farther  consideration,  think  it  may  be  proper  to  tend 
your  whole  troop  (which  are  now  in  the  city)  with  the  prisoners 
now  in  the  lodge,  Bome  distance  o«t  of  town,  and  to  continue  the 
journey  thro'  to  Virginia  with  such  a  number  as  shall  be  thought 
necessary. 

I  am  respectfully, 

your  humble  serrant, 

T.  M. 

It  ifl  proposed  to  furnish  the  escort  with  authority  to  call  on  the 
Lieutenant  or  Sub  Lieutenants  of  the  respective  Counties  for  ocot- 
sional  aid. 

Directed, 
To  James  Budden. 


Statb  Navy  Board  to  Supreme  Executive  Council,  1777. 

State  Nayy  Board;  September  5th|  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

The  board  having  Uie  greatest,  reason  to  believe  tba&  acme  pirU 
of  the  enemies  fleet  will  soon  attempt  to  invade  the  oitj,  beg  leaii 
to  make  the  following  remarks : 

That  some  persons  may  be  ready  to  lay  Hog  lalaod  and  the  moi^ 
dows  under  water. — "^Navy  Board  will  do  this. 

That  flatts  or  boats  be  got  to  make  a  bridge  over  from  Fort  Uind 
to  Province  Island,  if  that  should  be  wanted. 

That  ninety  or  one  hundred  Men  should  be  immediately  put  into 
the  fort  At  Derby  Greek. — ^*One  Company  Artillery,  &  one  Gom- 
pany  Musqoeters  at  Derby  Creek. 

That  four  pieces  of  Cannon  should  be  got  for  Billingsporl  finr  the 
present;  if  nothing  more  ean  be  done. 

That  aome  person  may  be  put  in  oharge  of  the  Fort  At  Feii 
Island,  as  things  are  much  out  of  repair  there. 

That  thirty  men  may  be  ready  to  be  put  on  bush  laland,  where 
there  is  at  present  two  eighteen  pounders,  and  no  body  to  take  em 
of  them. — *One  Company  Artillery  at  Fort  Island  &  Bosh  lalanii 

By  Order  of  the  Board, 

JOSEPH  BLEWER,  Cm.,  1769. 

Directed, 

To  The  Honorable  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commoo- 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  Tliene  nre  margftial  notes. 
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SupREHS  Executive  Council  to  James  Budden,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  5,  1777. 
Sir, 

Council  request  you  to  nominate  two  Gentlemen  of  the  Light 
Horse  to  attend  a  number  of  prisoners  to  Virginia,  sent  there  dj 
order  of  Congress  with  the  concurrence  of  Council.  It  is  intended 
that  they  go  off  to-morrow  evening,  (perhaps  not  very  early.) 

your  humble  servant, 

»   Ty  MATLACK,  Sec^ 

To  Mr.  James  Buddcn,  present. 


Sup.  Exc.  Council  to  Col.  Jehu  Eyres,  1777. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  Sept.  6"  1777. 
Sir, 

There  is  great  reason  to  believe  that  the  Enemys  Ships  will  mak6 
tn  attempt  to  weigh  the  Chevanz  De  Frise,  and  to  destroy  our 
Fortifications  on  the  Delaware,  with  design  to  reach  this  city,  whilst 
their  army  is  endeavoring  to  penetrate  the  Country ;  it  therefore 
beoomea  absolutely  necessary  for  Council  to  pay  strict  attention  to 
these  matters. 

The  Works  at  Billingsport,  Fort  Islifhd,  Darby  Creek  and  Bash 
Island,  by  order  of  his  Ezceiry  Grcn.  Washington,  are  left  almost 
without  Quaids.  Tou  will  therefore  immediately  repair  to  these 
Works  and  Post  the  two  Companys  of  Militia  Artillery  that  are 
trader  your  command,  in  such  way  as  to  you  may  appear  most 
advantageous — &  I  desire  you  will  use  your  utmost  endeavors  to 
have  those  Fortifications  put  into  as  good  a  state  of  Defence  as 
possible,  under  the  direction  of  such  officer  as  Oen.  Washington  has 
or  may  order  for  that  purpose — ^proper  attention  should  be  paid  to 
the  Military  &  other  stores,  &c.,  that  are  already  or  may  hereafter  be 
Ordered  there,  have  them  carefully  examined,  &  see  that  no  waste  or 
embezzelment  happens,  &  make  report  to  Council  of  the  quantity  k 
state  they  are  in.  In  conjunction  with  the  command'  officers  of  our 
Fleet  I  request  you  will  exert  yourself  to  take,  bum,  sink,  or  other* 
wise  destroy  the  Enemys  ships  or  vessels  that  may  attempt  to  Invade 
this  or  the  neighbouring  States.  I  expect  in  a  few  Days  three  or 
fbur  Companys  of  the  Militia  from  Bucks  County,  the  whole  of  which 
or  a  part,  as  there  may  be  occasion,  I  shall  order  to  reinforce  you. 

T  am  with  respect, 

S', 

your  very  FTum.  S». 

(^oll.  John  Eyres. 
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Sup.  Exec.  Council  to  Lieutekants  op  Go's,  1777. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia^  September  6^  1777. 
Sir, 

As  it  is  now  become  certain  that  the  intention  of  the  enemy  is  to 
invade  this  State  and  to  get  possession  of  this  city,  Congress  by  • 
resolve  dated  yesterday,  has  recommended  to  the  Council  to  giye 
orders  that  all  the  militia  ofthis  state  hold  themselves  in  readioesi 
to  march  at  a  moments  wannbg,  and  that  Council  see  that  their  arms 
be  put  in  as  good  condition  as  possible,  and  for  the  present  order  out 
five  thousand  militia,  to  rendezvous  on  the  heights  of  Derby,  and 
that  they  appear  with  what  arms  they  have,  or  can  procure,  and 
otherwise  equipped  in  the  best  manner  they  may  be  able.  I  Uiere- 
fore  request  &  order  that  you  immediately  [order]  out  the  class 
of  your  militia  to  rendezvous  at  Derby  agreeable  to  the  said  resolves, 
and  that  with  the  utmost  expedition,  equipt  in  the  best  manner 
possible.  I  have  full  expectation  that  by  the  time  the  militia  gets 
to  Derby,  a  number  of  arms  will  be  procured,  tho'  perhaps  not  raffi- 
oiont  to  equip  them :  Therefore  I  desire  you  will  not  £»il  in  exerting 
yourself  to  have  them  properly  furnished. 

In  order  to  induce  the  militia  to  take  into  the  Field  their  own 
arms,  blankets,  &c.,  Council  has  passed  the  enclosed  resolve,  thereby 
securing  payment  to  the  owners  of  such  arms  and  blankets,  in  osm 
they  should  be  taken  by  the  enemy,  or  otherwise  unavoidably  lost- 
This,  I  hope,  will  afford  a  good  supply  of  those  articles,  and  I  wish 
you  to  make  the  resolve  known  to  the  people,  that  it  waj  have  the 
desired  effect. 

It  is  very  necessary  you  should,  constantly  &  firmly,  oontradiei  all 
reports  that  the  army,  under  his  Excellency  General  Washington, 
is  already  too  numerous,  or  that  it  is  needless  for  the  people  to  ton 
out  on  the  present  occasion.  These  are  the  inventions  of  intemsl 
enemies.  Militia  from  Virginia  and  the  western  counties  of  Mary- 
land are  coming  down,  and  a  considerable  body  is  called  from  Kew^ 
Jersey.  No  friend  of  his  country  can  throw  any  barr  in  the  way  of 
the  march  of  our  own  people,  when  the  state  is  become  the  diraot 
object  of  the  enemy.  Council  expect  that  the  levying  the  soma 
paid  to  substitutes  in  your  first  class  now  in  the  field,  has  been  pro- 
ceeded  in  with  vigor,  in  order  that  the  hearty  patriots  and  men  of 
resolution  may  be  convinced,  that  others  who  dculk  at  home,  or  are, 
or  pretend  to  be  withheld  by  scruples  of  conscience,  may  in  some 
degree,  yield  an  equivalent.  To  omit  this  must  create  mischievous 
,  dissatisfactions  in  the  breasts  of  those  who  hazard  their  lives  in  the 
field,  and  greatly  injure  the  public  cause. 

Whilst  we  limit  our  present  order  to  one  class,  I  beg  you  may 
communicate  to  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  future  classes  not  yet 
called  out,  the  earnest  wishes  and  hopes  of  Counoil,  that  volmteers 
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may  tnni  out  in  ibis  hour  of  tbeir  couDtrjB  distress.  Such  may  be 
asraredy  that  they  will  have  like  encouragement  and  reward  as  the 
classes  called  ont,  and  that  their  services  for  two  months  will  be 
considered  and  allowed  hereafter,  as  two  montbs  service  in  the 
respeoiive  classes  to  which  they  belong.  You  will,  I  doubt  not^ 
take  care,  either  to  incorporate  them  in  the  companies  of  the  clasa 
now  called  out,  or  if  you  form  seperate  corps^  take  care  not  to 
multiply  officers  beyond  a  true  proportion.  This  last  caution^ 
indeed;  should  be  ever  attended  ta 


Sup.  Executivb  Council  to  Congress,  1777. 

In  Council,  Philada.,  Sept.  6, 1777. 
Sir, 

The  S.  E.  C.  of  P.  have  considered  a  resolve  of  Congress,  of  this 
day,"^  handed  to  them  by  Mess"  Sergeant  &  Thompson.  At  the 
moment  this  came,  Council  were  disposing  of  every  thing  for  the 
immediate  departure  of  the  Prisoners  in  the  Masons  Lodge.  An 
hearing  of  'some  of  these  persons,  on  a  peculiar  footing,  is  now 
recommended.  This  may  probably  be  tedious,  but  can  answer  no 
good  purpose.  Besides,  the  restraint  of  suspicious  persons,  in  like 
eziffenoies  as  the  present,  may  be  abundantly  justified  by  the  example 
of  the  first  nations,  &  most  judicious  civilians,  [writers.] 

However,  in  the  midst  of  the  present  load  of  important  business 
before  the  Council,  particularly  the  embodying  of  the  Militia^  they 
have  not  leizure  to  undertake  it.  Interrupted  &  hindered  as  they 
liaye  been  already,  by  this  affair,  they  find  their  proper  &  necessary 
conoema  *  *  "^  ^  much  delayed,  to  yield  any  further  attention  to 
it.  Council,  therefore,  request  that  Congress  will  hear  &  dispose  of 
the  prisoners  in  the  Masons  Lodge,  and  also  of  those  who  are  held 
on  promise  or  parole,  in  such  manner  as  to  their  wisdom  shall  seem 
best :  and  for  this  purpose  a  list  is  herewith  sent  you. 

Directed^ 

To  hon'ble  John  Hancock,  Esq',  President  of  Congress. 

*  Se9  Colon.  Reo.  YoK  XI.  p.  293. 
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Bap.  Exec.  Coukcil  to  Navy  Board,  1777. 

Iq  Coaooil,  PhiladelphiA,  September  6, 1777. 
OenUemen, 

As  Coancil  cannot  justify  to  themselves  or  to  the  State,  that  tk 
aotoal  command  of  the  naval  force  should  continued  in  the  hands  of 
Commodore  Seymour,'*'  whose  health  is  very  uncertain  and  whose  sge 
is  far  advanced,  they  have  resolved  to  commit  the  real  command  of 
the  same  to  Commodore  Hazlewood^  as  you  will  find  by  a  copy  of 
the  resolve  inclosed. 

At  the  same  time,  council  earnestly  recommend  to  you,  to  inquire 
into  the  conduct  and  character  of  the  Commander  of  each  Yesseli 
and  take  such  measures  as  will  secure  to  the  State,  the  most  effectual 
service  from  this  very  expensive  armament^  in  the  hour  of  trial. 

Directed, 
To  State  Navy  Board. 


B0P.  Exec.  CoraciL,  to  Jon'n  Mutliit,  1777. 

In  Council;  Philadelphia,  Sept  6, 1777. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  I  received  your  letter  respecting  Waggons  for  the  use 
of  the  Militia,  and  immediately  sent  to  the  Magistrates  of  some  of 
the  Counties  to  send  to  this  city,  or  to  yon  at  camp,  as  should  be 
most  convenient^  the  number  of  waggons  yon  requure.  Council  baj 
a  few  days  since  ordered  a  few  in,  if  they  are  not  absolutely  wanted 
here  they  shall  be  sent  forward  to  you  immediately., 

I  am  Sir 


your  very 

humble  servant 


Dtrecfedy 

To  Jonathan  Mifflin,  Jr.,  Esq.,  D.  Q.  M.  G. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  vol.  XI,  p.  298. 


T.  W. 
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Resolution  of  Congrbss,  1777. 

In  Congress,  Sept  6, 1777. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  remonstrance  of  Israel  Pern- 
berton,  James  Pemberton,  John  Pemberton,  Thomas  Wharton,  Henry 
Drinker,  Thomas  Fisher,  Samuel  Pleasants,  Sam'l  R.  Fisher  who  were 
taken  into  custody  upon  the  recommendation  of  Congress,  praying  to 
be  heard,  whereupon  Resolved  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Sa* 
preme  executive  council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to  hear  whtt 
the  said  remonstrants  can*alledge  to  remove  the  suspicions  of  their 
beiDg  disaffected  or  dangerous  to  the  United  States,  and  act  therein 
as  the  said  council  judge  most  conducive  to  the  public  safety. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sec'y .♦ 


Jon'n  Mifflin  to  Peesident  Wharton,  1777. 

Newport,  7th  Sept,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  did  myself  the  honour  to  write  to  you  6th  Inst  for  a  Number  of 
Waggons. 

The  Enemy  have  disencumbered  themselves  of  all  heavy  Baggige, 
in  order  to  move  with  the  greater  ease  &  Rapidity }  his  Excellency 
has  therefore  issued  orders  that  the  whole  Army  send  away  all  Bag* 
gage,  except  Blankets,  &  a  few  small  Cloaths,  and  desired  me  to  write 
to  you  to  forward  the  Teams  as  soon  as  possible,  they  are  to  be  sta- 
tioned in  the  Rear  of  the  Divisions,  &  immediately  on  an  Ahrm 
the  Tents,  &  small  Packs  left  with  the  Men  were  to  be  sent  over 
Brandywine. 

Thirty  waggons  with  Flour  have  come  down  from  LIncaster,  with 
which,  &  a  few  I  have  impressed,  the  Militia  are  nearly  supplied. 
As  you  have  ordered  waggons  to  Philada.,  if  you  can  increase  the 
Number  I  wrote  for  to  80  or  100  it  will  be  sufficient  for  every  pr** 
sent  Purpose. 

You  may  be  assured  I  will  not  incroach  upon  the  Rights  of  Citil 
Authority,  &  exert  Military  force  but  in  Cases  that  will  not  admit 
the  Delay  of  an  Application  to  you. 

Please  to  answer  mine  by  this  Express, 
lam  Sir 

with  Respect 

Your  Obd*  hble  Serv« 

J.  MIFFLIN,  D.  Q.  M.  Of 

*  See  Colon.  Roc.  Vol.  XI.  p.  298. 
t  Bee  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  XI.  p.  294. 
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Direetedy 

Permit  the  Express  to  pass,  J.  Mifflin,  D.  Q.  M.  G. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton^  ^<^*9  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania^  Philadelphia. 


Ebsolution  01  Council,  1777. 

In  Congress,  Sept  8, 1777, 

Whereas  William  Imlay  a  prisoner  of  the  United  States  upon 
suspicion  of  disaffection,  has  offered  to  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  state  of  New  York,  of  which  he  is  a  citizen. 

Resolyed,  therefore  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Supreme  Exe- 
entive  council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  discharge  the  said 
William  Imlay  on  his  parole  of  honour,  that  he  will  forthwith  repair 
to  Kingston  in  the  State  of  New  York,  &  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  said  State. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHAS.  TnOMSON,  Sec'y.* 


Council  to  Jonathan  Mipflin,  1777. 

In  Cooncil  Philads.  Sept.  8, 1777. 

I  wrote  to  you  a  few  Lines  in  answer  to  your  first  Letter  respeo- 
tiog  Waggons.  Last  night  I  reed  your  Letter  of  the  7*^,t  on  the 
same  Subject,  and  feel  myself  very  uneasy  that  I  cannot  furnish  the 
Number  you  require  immediately.  Expresses  are  gone  to  some  of 
the  Counties  to  nurry  them  in,  and  when  they  arrive  I  shall  take 
Care  to  forward  them  to  you  with  the  Utmost  expedition.  Neverthe- 
hn  if  they  do  not  get  to  you  in  time,  and  you  find  there  is  an  abso- 
lute  Necessity  for  them,  the  inconveniency  of  impressing  must  be 
snbmitt^  to  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  State — at  the  same  time  I 
beg  leave  to  recommend  to  you  to  employ  Sober  discreet  persons 
upon  this  business,  so  that  the  people  may  suffer  as  few  inoonvenien- 
des  as  may  be. 

I  am  Sir, 
yours,  &o. 
JXrected, 

Jon.  Mifflin,  Esq.,  D.  Q.  M.  0.,  New  Port. 

♦  See  Colon.  Rex.  Vol.  XI.  p.  295,  200. 
f  Seepage  506. 
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General  ARMSTRO^a  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Head  Q^  Newport^  Del.,  8th  [Sep'J  1777. 
Sir, 

Last  night  I  rec'd  your  favoar  of  the  5*^  Ins^  The  Troops  acom- 
iDg  from  Bucks  County  must  if  not  Armed  receive  their  Arms  at 
Philad%  or  wait  for  them  at  Wilmington,  for  at  head  Qaartcn  we 
have  nothing  of  that  kind. 

I  am  of  opinion  with  yonr  honourable  Coauoil,  that  the  five  thou- 
sand additional  to  the  former  demand,  lately  called  for  by  Congress, 
are  a  nnmber  too  large,  they  cannot  be  Armed  by  the  publick,  and 
if  the  neighboaring  States  do  any  thing  at  all,  we  may  Tent«:e  to 
Bay  with  some  degree  of  positivity  they  will  not  be  wanted.  The 
Resolve  for  raising  occasionally  as  many  as  may  guard  or  conduot 
the  Prisoners  &c.,  I  take  to  be  a  prudent  one  &  liMral  enough,  only 
that  Council  will  please  to  keep  an  attentive  eye  that  not  less  thaa 
four  or  five  thousand  without  a  Chasm  remain  in  the  field.  Ihe  tvo 
Brigades  by  the  last  return  I  have  had  amount  in  the  total  to  2973 
perhaps  the  next  return  may  be  more  perfect.  On  the  Subject  of 
Desertion  I  will  commit  somewhat  to  Coll.  Henry.  This  momiDg 
we  expected  the  approach  of  the  Enemy  &  yet  continue  to  look  for 
their  movem^  My  private  Opinion  is,  which  last  night  I  delivered 
to  his  Excellency,  That  if  Mr.  Howe  do  not  come  on  very  soon,  hk 
intentions  is  to  Keembark  on  the  Delaware,  Cross  over  &  land  where 
he  may  think  most  convenient  on  the  Jersey  Shore,  march  up  to  the 
Shevar  de  frize,  &  the  Ships  of  force  by  Water,  from  these  I  presume 
he  will  not  again  separate  at  any  great  distance  but  Cooperate  as  fir 
as  may  be^  &  by  these  in  the  Sequel  expects  to  Bumbard  the  City. 
From  this  Conjecture,  the  two  following  inferences  are  natural,  we 
ehou'd  either  attack  him  in  his  Camp,  or  i&he  move  press  hard  upon 
his  rear  and  this  before  the  Shipping  get  round.  The  former  requires 
better  intelligence  than  any  our  good  General  has  received.  The  2* 
n  that  the  Jersey  Militia  shou'd  immediately  finish  the  Labour  at 
Billinga-port  or  rather  take  post  on  their  own  Shore.  This  I  shall 
mention  to  the  General,  but  wish  Congress  would  antioijpate  hu  let* 
ten  by  immediately  writing  to  Governor  Livingston  if  that  is  sol 
already  done.  Your  favour  of  the  6th,  is  this  moment  come  to  hand. 
I  shall  take  particular  care  to  have  the  resolves  respecting  Arms  k 
Blankets  Communicated  to  the  Soldiery.  The  Army  generally  sii 
in  good  Spirits  &  look  for  Action.    I  cannot  add  but  that 

I  am  with  perfect  respect 

Your  Excellencies 

Most  Obed^  humble  Serv*, 

JOHN  AEMSTKONG. 

Directed,    His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton  Jun'.,  Philadelphia. 
Favour'd  ^  Col"  Henry. 
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JSzEO.  Council  to  Prbsidbut  of  Ookokess,  1777. 

In  Council,  Sept.  8, 1777. 

40obrj,  Lientenant  of  Westmoreland  ConntT  in  thia  State,  ia 
wn  to  represent  the  distresses  of  the  people  on  our  western 
from  the  Indian  Rayaffes,  &  to  procure  assistance.  Gonndl 
0  porohase  &  send  up  tSl  the  rifled  Guns,  of  which  that  Coun- 
Ej  bare  that  may  be  had ;  &  to  supply  ammunition  to  the 
to  make  some  defiance  at  their  habitations,  &  at  large.  But 
dd  wish,  that  Congress  would  afford  some  attention  to  the 
State  of  these  people,  as  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  without 

2  be  done  for  their  relief  the  Allegeny  Mountain  will  soon 
B  frontier.  Col.  Lochry  says  he  has  found  some  difficulties 
In  respect  to  the  Bations,  necessary  for  the  Militia,  ordered 
len^  Hand,  which  has  disatisfied  the  people  sent  out,  &  hurt 
ice.  Perhaps,  it  may  be  pudsed  proper  to  appoint  one  or 
your  members  to  confer  with  M'.  Locnry. 

T.  W. 

'f 

n'ble  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


Exec.  Council  to  Justices  of  Counties,  1777 

In  Council,  Sept'r  8, 1777. 

emand  for  Waggons  increases,  not  only  for  the  immediate 
10  army  under  his  Ezc^  Gen.  Washington,  but  for  the  pur- 
«moving  stores  of  different  kinds  from  this  City,  as  well  as 
the  Familys  of  Poor  Militia  men,  who  are  in  actual  serrioe, 
jne  their  effects  i  therefore  Council  is  under  the  absolute 
'  of  calling  again  upon  the  magistrates  of  your  County  to 

,  which  I  request  yon  without  loss  of  time 
mmediately  to  this  City. 

IS  every  reason  to  believe  that  an  action  between  the  two 
ill  very  soon  happen,  and  Waggons  are  greatly  wanted  to 
Baggage,  &c.,  not  onlv  from  Camp,  but  in  case  of  any  acci« 
b  ofthe  Cit^  also.     WhereforCi  I  trust  you  will  exert  your- 

I  this  occasion.  ^^^CCFTt 

1  am  Sir,  .  ^.    "" 

your,&o.  /';    .,      ., 

iter  County,  100.  jj 

County,  100. 

,      To  Justices  of  Lancaster  &  Berks  C*. 
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Sup.  Exec.  Council  to  Col.  L.  Nicola,  1777. 

9th  Sep',  1777. 

Sir, 

Gonncil  in  concnrrence  with  Congress  have  determined  to  send 
away  from  this  Citj  the  prisoners  under  your  Care,  [in  the  Free- 
Mcu^ms't  Lodge."]  They  must  proceed  to-morrow  over  the  Bridge 
across  Schuylkill.  The  Light  Horse  Militia  of  the  Citr  have  under- 
taken to  escort  them  to  the  place  assigned  them,  but  the  presence  k 
aid  of  the  City  Guards,  or  part  of  them,  will  be  proper  till  they  pui 
the  Bridge ;  Council  depends  on  your  attention.  If  the  Ckntlemen, 
or  any  of  them,  prefer  their  own  Carriages  for  the  Journey  you  are 
to  permit  them  to  use  them. 

The  door-keeper  says  he  has  engaged  three  light 'Waggona,tbe 
best  carriages  that  can  be  had  for  this  purpose.  But  it  is  neoessuy 
to  request  your  endeavours  to  procure  three  more.  Mr.  Hiltzheimer 
can  assist  and  direct  you.  But  least  there  be  any  difficulty  in  hiringi 
we  send  you  herewith  power  to  impress  enough. 

Directed, 
To  Col.  Nicola. 


Representation   of  Episcopal   Churches   to   Supreme 

Executive  Council,  1777. 

To  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  Representation  of  ''the  Corporation  of  the  Rector,  Church- 
"  Wardens  &  Vestrymen  of  the  United  Episcopal  Churches  of 
«  Christ  Church  &  St.  Peter's  Church  in  the  City  of  Phikdelpfaii, 
**  in  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania.'' 

Gentlemen, 

Being  truly  alarm'd  and  ooncem'd  at  hearing  that  the  Rev*  Mr. 
Coombe,  one  of  our  Assistant  Ministers,  had  been  arrested  in  lui 
own  House,  and  remov'd  from  thence  &  put  under  Confinement,  W6 
appointed  a  Committee  to  wait  upon  him,  in  order  to  satisfy  oar* 
selves  by  what  authority  he  was  made  a  prisoner,  .^what  charge 
had  been  brought  agaiDst  him,  whether  he  had  applied'  for  an  he•^ 
ing,  and  whether  a  hearing  had  been  granted  ?  His  answer  by  the 
Committee  was :  "  That  he  was  confined  by  a  Resolve  of  the  Prcei- 
"  dent  &  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  form'd  in  consequence  of  a  reco- 
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datory  Resolve  of  Congress.  That  the  general  charge  was 
hiaTiDg  evinced  a  dispoeition  inimioal  to  the  cause  of  America 
b  he  bad  join'd  with  some  respectable  Fellow  Citizens^  who 
I  inapriflon'd  with  him,  in  an  application  for  a  hearing ;  that 
«ariDg  bad  not  been  granted,  but  that  he  was  inform'd  by  a 
Mpger  from  the  Council^  That  he  is  to  be  sent  to  Augusta 
Btj  in  Virginia.'' 

beg  leave  to  observe  to  you,  Gentlemen,  that  the  connexion 
1%  Ministers  &  People  hath,  in  every  Christian  State,  been 
1  a  Tender  &  Spiritual  one ;  an  attempt  to  dissolve  this  con- 
1  by  the  removal  of  a  Minister  upon  a  general  charge,  without 
ht  him  to  know  his  accusers,  or  beingheard  in  his  own  defence, 
b  but  be  deem'd  an  Infringement  of  Keligious  as  well  as  Civil 

7- 

I  Bespect  we  have  for  Mr.  Coombe,  and  the  Duty  we  owe  to 

ODBtituents,  the  members  of  .the  two  Episcopal  Churches  in 
ity,  whom  we  have  the  honor  to  represent,  will  not  permit  us 
flUent  on  this  occasion.  We  do,  Therefore,  as  well  for  our- 
aa  in  the  Name  &  Behalf  of  these  respectable  Congregations, 
tly  request  it  of  you,  as  you  regard  the  Civil  &  Heligious 
I  of  Freemen,  &  the  present  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania, 
f hence  alone  you  derive  your  authority  as  a  Council,  that  Mr. 
M  be  admitted,  as  his  undoubted  Birth  Right,  to  an  hearing 
Face  of  his  Country. 

suffering  ourselves  to  doubt  of  your  chearfull  compliance  with 
ost  reasonable  request, 

We  are,  Gentlemeni 

with  all  due  respect, 

Your  humble  Servants, 

JACOB  DUCHK,  Rector. 

THO.   CUTHBERT,       1     pi.„-«u  WarJena  * 

JAMES  REYNOLDS,  J   ^^"^^  Wardens. 

I'd  by  Order  of  Vestry, 
ladclphia,  Sep'  9th,  1777. 

sad  in  Council,  Sep.  9.     Ordered  to  lye  on  the  Table. 

T.  M.,  Seo'y. 


»-  >f 


t  Colon.  Roc.  Yol,  XI.,  pp.  288.  296,  800.      See  Archives,  page  608. 
..  v.— 26 
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State  Navy  Boaed  to  Supbkmb  Exbc.  Council^  1777. 

GentlemeD, 

The  Bearer  Mrs.  Bridget  Rogers,  a  poore  woman  with  a  ymg 
child  at  her  Brest,  who  had  her  Husband  killed  on  board  the  Wisb- 
ington  galley,  prays  you  for  some  Belief;  &  I  beliye  is  worthy  of 
any  thing  That  may  be  done  for  her. 

Your  most  Ob*  & 

Very  Hum**  Serv* 

JOHN  HAZELWOOS. 
Sep*'  9%  1777. 

Direciedf , 
To  the  Hon"«  Navy  Board. 


State  Navy  Board,  September  9**,  1777. 

Gentlemen, 

•Whereas  there  b  many  poor  Women  (the  above  is  one)  wboie 
husbands  have  been  in  the  Naval  Service  of  this  State,  &  who  bj 
death  and  otherways,  their  wives  are  in  the  greatest  distress,  andai 
the  board  think  they  have  no  authority  to  give  the  least  relief  firom 
the  Publics  Money  in  their  hands,  they  recommend  them  to  yottt 
clemency  to  render  such  relief  as  you  may  judge  rieht. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

JOSEPH  BLEWER,  Cbm. 

Directedf 

To  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Ja^es  Bead  to  Secretary  Matlace,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  have  been  prevented  by  many  ooourrenoes  from  leaving  Home 
on  many  overtures  to  go  to  the  Git? ;  and  now  in  partioalar,  (when 
I  hope'd  to  have  set  out  this  day,)  Michael  Hillegas,  Esq%  the  Con- 
tinental Treasurer,  has  very  emestly  requested  me  to  be  one  of  three 
Persons,  (if  two  more  can  be  had,  not  one  of  whom  is  y^t  fixed 
lipoD,)  to  attend  the  Continental  Press,  and  to  Deliver  the  Sheets  of 
Bills  to  Signers  and  take  Receipts  from  them ;  which  moateffiBotoally 
bars  up  my  way  to  the  City ;  so  that  I  am  unhappy  in  not  being  able 
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t  upon  the  Honourable  The  President  of  the  Ezeootive 
il,  in  order  to  offer  my  Bond  as  Prothonotary,  with  Colonel 

for  surety,  which  I  was  not  fortunate  enough  to  know  an  Act 
Mmbly  had  made  necc88ary,*at  the  Time  of  my  taking  the 
F  AUegience  and  Oath  of  Office,  nor  did  I  know  this  till  some 
mble  Time  after  I  came  Home.  Col.  Haller  is  a  Gentleman 
mtiful  Fortune  here,  he  will  show  you  the  Form  of  the  Bond 
I  have  drawn  conformable  to  Law ;  and,  if  he  should  be  ap- 
I  we  will  immediately  execute  it,*  and  I  will  bring  or  transmit 
00.  M'  James  Whitehead  is  the  pro  tempore  Officer  of  the 
.    I  am  recommended  with  M'  Whitehead  and  M'  Henry 

Janr.y  for  choice  of  Clerk  of  Sessions.  Of  this  and  some 
mpor^nt  matters  which  you  should  be  made  acquainted  with| 
KKHI  write  fully ;  and,  when  two  others  are  appointed  to  attend, 
le,  the  Continental  Press,  I  will  get  leave  of  absence  for  a  few 
■d  do  myself  the  Honour  of  waiting  on  the  Honourable  The 
nkl^  when  I  hope  I  shall  have  the  Pleasure  of  your  Company. 

With  much  Esteem  and  Respect, 

I  am 

Sir, 

Your  most  humble  serv*, 

JAMES  READ. 

ig,  September  9%  1777. 

I* 

nmothy  Madaok,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  the  Supreme  Executive 
il  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia. 

Colonel  Haller. 


oiB  Executive  Council  to  Episcopal  Churches  of 

Philadelphia,  1777. 

In  CouncU  PhUad*,  Sept'  9, 1777. 

•  with  Concern,  that  Council  have  read  an  address  from  the 
'..Chnroh  Wardens  &  Vestry  of  the  united  Episcopal  Churches 
m  Church  &  St.  Peters  Churches  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia* 
ung  the  Rev'  M'.  Coombe.   His  case  is  wholly  political.  They 

be  sorry  your  Corporation  should  draw  imputations  on  them 
I  application. 
■  directed  to  inform  you,  ihat  Council  had,  before  this  piece 

datermined  to  send  away  M'  Coombe  and  the  rest  of  the 

«  See  Page  600.    Colon.  Bee.  Vol.  XI,  p.  800. 
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prisoners ;  and  that  his  connection  with  jour  congregation  can  be  do 
argument  in  his  behalf. 

I  am^  &o. 
Directed, 

To  the  Corporation  of  the  Rector,  Church  Wardens  and  Vestij  d 
the  United  Episcopal  Charohes  of  Christ  Church  and  St.  Petflo 
Church  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 


RbSOLUTION  op  CONGBSSSy  1777. 

In  Congress,  Sept'  9, 1777. 

Congress  hafing  received  infonnation  firom  General  WashiDgton, 
that  a  great  partoC  the  enemy's  fleet  have  sailed,  with  the  inte&tioO) 
as  it  is  apprehended,  to  come  round  into  the  Delaware  river ;  and 
whereas.  General  Washington  hath  requested  that  a  proper  lookout 
be  kept  up  and  intelligence  be  sent  him  with  as  much  dispatch  is 
possible  of  the  movements  of  the  said  fleet 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania  be  informed 
thereof,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  them  to  pay  immediate 
attention  thereto. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Secy. 


Prisoners  in  Masonic  Lod(jb  to  Col.  Nicola,  1777. 

The  Prisoners  confined  in  the  Masons  Lodge,  having  seen  Orden 
at  8  0  Clock  last  night  from  the  Vice  President  ft  Council  to  Lewii 
Nichols,  dated  9*^  Sep',  1777,  which  was  the  notice  of  the  Time 
proposed  for  their  removal 

They  ask  him  or  the  President  &  Council  thro  him 

How  are  we  to  be  sent  into  Banishment  7  if  in  Carriages  7 

What  sort,  &  how  many  ?  Are  we  to  be  furnished  with  Baggage 
Waggons,  &  how  many  ?  • 

What  Provisions  &  Stores  are  provided  for  so  long  a  Journey  T 

What  number  of  Beds  &  Bedding  7 

WKo  is  to  pay  our  Travelling  Expences^  &  for  our  Support  during 
our  Absence  from  our  Families  &  Busbess. 

Are  not  such  of  us  whose  Families  &  Affairs  requiro  their  Fie- 
senoe  ft  Assistance  preparatory  to  their  leaving  home,  at  liberty  to 
repair  there,  ft  to  nave  the  necessary  Comtarunieatnm  with  their 
Friends  by  Letter  during  our  Absence  ? 
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To  whoeeCustodj  are  we  to  be  committed  when  there?  And  will 
ihej  ha?e  Authority  to  suffer  us  or  one  or  more  of  us  to  visit  our 
Fadlilies  upon  a  promise  to  return  in  Case  urgent  Circumstances 
should  require  it  ? 

Are  we  not  to  have  a  certified  Copy  of  our  Commitment  to  that 
Country^  &  of  the  Orders  accompanying  it^  that  we  may  know  in 
what  Point  of  View  we  are  represented;  &  in  what  manner  we  are  to 
be  treated? 

Mason's  Lodge,  Philad*,  Sep.  10%  1777. 

Are  we  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  apply  to  the  Officers  of  any 
Government  in  which  we  may  be,  for  Redress  of  any  Grievances  we 
may  labour  under  7 


H.  Christ  akd  OTiaERS  to  Presidbnt  Wharton,  1777. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Your  Excellency's  Letter  in  Council  of  the  8^  Instant  came  to 
hand  yesterday  per  Express.  We  immediately  convened  together 
OD  the  important  subject  thereof,  And  as  Mark  Bird,  Esq',  S.  Q. 
M%  bath  already  rec'  orders  from  the  board  of  War  for  100  Wagons 
to  be  sent  down  (which  at  this  time  are  difficult  to  be  procured), 
We  are  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  your  Excellency  requires  100 
Waggons  more  than  the  100  Mr.  Bird  hath  orders  for  out  of  Berks. 

We  have  therefore  thought  expedient  to  forward  an  Express  to  be 
eertain,  As  the  Farmers  are  now  putting  in  their  Grain  and  such  a 
mistake  at  this  time  would  be  attended  with  great  loss  to  the  public 
welfare.  If  it's  your  Excellency's  intention  that  a  hundred  be  sent 
down  exclusive  of  those  Mr.  Bird  hath  orders  for.  We  shall  exert 
•unelvcB  in  procuring  them  as  quit  as  possible. 

We  are. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Your  ExceH'ys  obed*  h*le  Serv**, 

HENRY  CHRIST. 

JACOB  SHOEMAKER. 

JOHNLUDWIO. 

SAMUEL  ELY. 

DANIEL  BOTHERMEL. 
Beading,  10*»  Sept',  1777. 

DirecUdy 

On  public  Service  To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jr.,  Es- 
quire, President,  &c.,  Philadelphia. 

Per  Express. 
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Resolution  or  Conorkss,  1777. 

In  Congress,  Sep.  10, 1777 
Resolved, 

That  tlie  interest  whioli  shall  arise  after  the  date  of  this  resolation 
on  Loan  offioe  certificates  already  issned,  or  which  shall  be  iasoed 
before  the  first  day  of  March  next,  be  annually  paid  at  the  lespM- 
tive  Loan  offices  in  bills  of  exchange  on  the  commissioners  of  the 
United  States  in  Paris,  at  the  rate  of  fire  livres  of  France  for  enry 
Spanish  milled  dollar  due  for  interest  as  aforesaid,  or  in  continents 
buls  of  credit  at  the  option  of  the  respective  lenders. 

Ordered, 

That  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution  be  sent  to  the  *exeootiTe 
powers  of  the  several  States  with  a  request  that  they  will  order  tlie 
same  to  be  published  in  their  respective  gazettes  successively. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Pktbr  Db  Haven  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

^  French  Creek,  Sept  10, 1777. 

Sir, 

I  Beoed  a  Letter  from  Dockter  Kanady  Requesting  Me  to  Let 
him  have  one  Hundred  Stand  of  arms  at  the  Yallo  Spring,  as  theia 
was  a  Subspition  of  the  Towrys  Raising,  I  immediately  sent  him 
answer  that  it  was  not  in  My  Power  to  Deliver  aney  arms  or  Amii> 
nytion  Without  an  order  from  the  Executive  Council,  I  should  be 
glad  if  you  would  send  Me  Word  if  I  shall  Let  him  have  Aney,  I 
Likewise  should  be  Abledg  to  you  if  you  give  My  Son  an  order  to 
your  Salt  Work  for  one  Load  of  Salt,  as  Wee  Do  Stand  in  Gnat 
Need  of  Sum,  I  Cant  get  aney,  and  Wee  have  A  great  Maney  Men 
to  Provide  for.' 

I  Remain  your 

Humble  Servant, 

PETER  DE  HAVEN. 

JDirecUd, 

To  The  Honw  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  Presid*  to  the  Ex«  Com- 
cil  for  the  State  of  Pennsyl*. 
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Pbtbb  Db  Haven  to  Vice  President  Bryan,  1777. 

French  Creek,  Sept.  10, 1777. 

Sir, 

Wee  have  got  sam  information  that  thare  is  Part  of  Mr.  How» 
armey  Within  four  Miles  of  Downins  Town,  &  I  believe  thay  intend 
for  oar  Magazene,  and  Wee  are  in  a  Very  Poor  Situation  for  defend- 
inff  it,  I  should  be  very  slad  if  you  Would  Send  A  Proper  Gard  for 
this  Place,  I  have  Rid  threw  this  Naberhood  to  Procure  Waggons, 
but  Oould  get  but  8  or  10  to  Move  Sum  of  the  Powder  toward 
Beddin,  but  to  what  Place  I  am  a  stranger. 

I  Re  your  Hum.  Serv*, 

PETER  DE  HAVEN. 

Dirtetedf 

To  Mr.  George  Bryan,  Tice  President  of  the  Ex.  Councyl. 


Instructions  to  the  Escort  op  Prisoners,  1777. 

In  Council. 

Sept.  10,  1777. 

Instructions  to  M'  .Sam*  Caldwell  &  M'  Alex'  Nesbitt,'*'  who 
have  the  direction  of  the  Escort  appointed  to  conduct  the  prisoners, 
now  in  the  Free  Masons  Lodge,  towards  Augusta,  in  Virginia. 

These  persons  will  be  placed  in  light  Covered  Waggons,  in  such 
manner  as  not  to  be  crowded;  yoti  are  to  attend  them  on  this  jour- 
ney by  the  common  road  to  Reading,  in  Berks  County,  taking  caro 
to  procure  every  suitable  accommodation  for  them  on  the  way.  A 
proper  degree  of  firmness  &  watchfulness  as  well  as  politeness  is 
also  necessary;  your  attention  to  these  will  doubtless  be  given. 
With  the  present  instructions  you  have  also  an  order  directed  to  the 
lieatenants  &  Sub  Lieutenants  of  the  Militia  of.  Philadelphia  & 
Berks,  to  afford  you  all  aid  that  you  may  call  for. 

When  you  arrive  at  Reading  you  are  to  deliver  over  your  Charge 
to  Jacob  Mo^an,  Esquire,  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  Berks,  or 
to  John  Old,  Esq',  Sub.  Lieu*,  who  is  already  prepared  with  direc- 
tions to  receive  and  provide  for  their  further  Journey  to  Virginia. 

A  sum  of  money,  vis.,  £100,  is  herewith  put  into  your  hands,  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  prisoners,  the  guard,  the  Waggoners,  & 
of  yourselves.  The  ballance  which  remains,  please  to  pay  to  Jacob 
HoTffan,  Esquire,  &,  take  his  receipt  for  it. 

Here  follows  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  prisoners.f 

*  See  Col.  Bee.  Vol.  XI.,  p.  299.  f  Names  not  inserted. 
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If  the  Gentlemen,  or  any  of  them  prefer  their  own  Carriages, 
yoa  will  permit  it,  upon  proper  aasurance  that  they  will  be  fept 
throughout  the  Journey,  provided  they  be  equal  to  it 


Prbs't  Wharton,  to  Col.  Nicola,  1777. 

Sir, 

The  Gentlemen  of  the  light  Honie  have  made  earnest  appliottion 
to  be  allowed  to  join  Gen.  W.,  &  to  be  released  from  the  journey  to 
Virginia.  This  request  is  laudable ;  but  it  oomes  inconveniently,  & 
makes  some  new  provision  needful  for  the  escorting  the  prisoners  in 
the  Lodge.  At  present,  it  is  proposed  to  intrust  the  direction  of  this 
business  to  two  Gentlemen  of  the  Troop,  &  a  competent  nvmber  of 
your  City  Guards  mounted  on  horseback  as  far  as  Reading.  Your 
Sentiments  on  this  scheme,  if  yon  see  any  diffioalty,  are  desired.  It 
it  hoped,  the  number  necessary,  will  be  small.  This  will  perhaps  be 
better  seen  after  the  journey  has  been  entered  on,  a  few  miles. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Tery  obed*  Sen*. 
10th  Sept,  1777. 

Direcied. 
To  Col.  Nicola. 


Sttp.  Exeo.  Council  to  Col.  Moeqan,  1777. 

In  Connoil,  Philada.,  Sept  10, 1777. 
Sir, 

The  subject  of  the  present  Letter  is  the  remoyal  of  several  Geii- 
tlemen  of  this  city  by  Council,  out  of  the  State.  They  have  uniformlj 
manifested  in  their  general  charactar  &  oonversatiaD,  a  dispostion 
highly  inimical  to  the  cause  of  America,  their  stay  of  oourie  in  this 
City,  at  this  time  of  invasion  &  danger,  is  become  highly  impropei. 
You  will  find  by  the  inclosed  Instroctions  the  place  they  are  destined 

for,  &  the  mode  of  removing  them.     Messrs.  — »        -^ ,  two 

of  the  lifht  horse  Militia  of  this  City,  with  a  party  of  cor  oitj  ^md 
on  horseback,  are  the  escort  to  Reading.  These  Gentlemen  will  he 
able  to  inform  you  of  the  guard,  that  will  be  proper  to  send  forwaid. 
The  first  plan,  was  to  send  a  sufficient  party  of  these  light  hone  to 
Virginia,  but  the  present  approach  of  Gen.  Howe,  calls  them  to  camp. 
I  therefore,  must  request  you  to  look  out  for  a  person  of  humanityi 
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mod  breeding,  &  firmness  to  saperintend  the  farther  convejance  of 
these  Gentlemen  to  Staunton,  &  to  assist  bim  with  a  proper  escort, 
nooDted  on  horseback.  You  majr  see  by  the  Instructions  for  this 
officer,  which  are  inclosed,*  that  all  politeness  towards  the  prisoners 
ft  due  attention  to  their  comfort  is  de;sired.  Every  charge  from  you 
on  this  head,  will  doubtless  be  given. 

I  send  you  by  John  Old,  Esquire,  the  sum  of  £  five  hundred 
poandsy  to  be  supplied  to  defray  the  expense  of  tho  journey,  Messrs. 

Alexander  Nesbitt,  & ,  have  received  £100  pounds  for  the 

•Mue  purpose  till  the  prisoners  are  delivered  to  you ;  they  will  pay 
joa  the  remainder,  after  providing  for  their  own  charges  homewards. 

You  have  also  with  this  Letter,  an  order  directed  to  the  Lieut's., 
ft  Sub  Lieut's,  of  Lancaster  ft  Cumberland,  to  give  every  necessary 

aid,  ft  the  Messrs.  Alex'  Nesbitt, ,  will  deliver  to  you  the 

JDispatches  from  the  War  Office  of  Congress,  relative  to  their  pas- 
•tge  thro'  Maryland  ft  Virginia  ft  reception  at  Staunton,  It  will  be 

E roper  that  you  add  to  these  an  open  letter  to  the  Lieut*  &  the  sub 
ieut*  of  Lancaster  ft  Cumberland  ^Counties,  ft  all  other  officers  in 
this  state,  &  elsewhere,  attesting  &  certifying  that  your  superinten- 
dant  is  the  officer  intrusted  with  this  business. 

The  light  waggons  must  necessarily  go  on,  &  also  the  heavy  ones, 
unless  others  are  substituted.  This  information  is  given  betimes, 
that  no  delay  be  made  at  Reading 

Directed. 

To  Colonel  Morgan. 


Instructions  to  Escort  op  Prisoners,  1777, 

In  Council,  Philada.  10  Sept,  1777. 

Instructions  to  the  Gentlemen  to  whom  Colonel  Jacob  Morgan, 
lieutenant  of  Berks  County  shall  commit  the  charge  of  certain  prison- 
ers, sent  from  Philadelphia,  for  Staunton  in  Virginia,  under  tho 
conduct  of  Messeurs  Samuel  Cddwell  ft  Alexander  Nesbitt^  who  are 
to  deliver  them  to  said  Mr.  Morgan  at  Beading. 

You  will  proceed  by  the  common  road  thro'  Carlisle  with  these 
persons  to  Staunton  in  Augusta  County  in  Virginia,  you  will  find 
them  furnished  with  light  covered  waggons,  in  such  manncnr  as  not  to 
be  crouded.  Your  careful  attendance  throughout,  will  be  necessary. 
Every  suitable  accommodation  should  be  procured  for  them  on  the 
way;  But  whilst  you  manifest  politeness,  &  tenderness  a  proper 
[degree  of,  firmness,  ft  watchfulness  will  be  also  required,  with  these 
iiuitructions,  you  have  an  order  directed  to  the  Lieut"  ft  sub  Lieut" 

*  See  page  607. 
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of  Lancaster  &,  Cnmberland  Conndea  to  aid  you  in  all  oasea  tbatttty 
be  needful. 

If  the  Gentlemen,  prisoner,  or  any  of  them,  prefer  their  owii, « 
other  Carriagefl,  provided  by  themaelTea,  they  are  to  be  permitted  to 
nsc  them ;  but  then  they  are  to  keep  them  throughout  the  joamej. 

When  you  get  into  Maryland,  &  Virginia,  yon  will  look  into  the 
dispatches  from  the  War  office,  &  take  airection  from  them,yoa  irill 
we  doubt  not,  in  consequence  be  assisted  by  the  officers  of  these  states 
and  on  your  arrival  at  Staunton,  the  prisoners  received^  &  treated 
according  to  their  stations. 

The  proper  sum  of  money  will  be  advanced  to  you  by  Col.  Morgn 
to  defray  the  charges  of  the  Gentlemen,  commitfed  to  your  care,  of 
the  escort,  the  Waggoners,  &  all  other  attendant  expenses ;  of  this  dis- 
burse, a  regular  account  should  be  kept,  ft  Vouchers  preserved. 

Here  follows^  a  list  of  the  prisoners :  Viz. : 


Sup.  Exec.  Council  to  Committbe  for  Driving  off 

Cattle,  1777. 

In  Council.  Philada.  Sept  lOth,  1777. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Business  of  driving  off  Cattle,  to  which  the  Council  appointed 
you,  is  of  the  greatest  moment,  and  requires  your  utmost  attention. 

The  bearer  Mr.  Ludwick  Kerker  is  assistant  purchaser  of  ProTi^ 
ions  for  our  army,  it  may  be  well  enough  for  yon  to  confer  with  him 
on  the  subject. 

I  am  Gent 

your  very  Hum*  Ser?* 


CoL.  HuNTBR  TO  V.  P.  Bryan,  177T. 

Fort  Augusta,  10th  Sept^  1777. . 
Sir, 

Your  circular  letter  I  received  this  day  in  regard  of  the  first  dass  of 
the  Militia  of  this  Countv  to  March  out  immediately,  and  tho  wholeof 
the  other  classes  to  hold  themselves  in  Bediness,  you  may  depend  npon 
it,  I  will  Exert  m  jself  to  the  utmost  to  have  the  Orders  I  Reoeive  from 
the  Executive  Council  put  in  Execution,  Suppose  at  this  present  time 
the  Inhabitants  of  this  County  is  afraid  of  the  Indiana  comeing  down 
uppon  our  fronteers,  as  there  has  been  a  number  of  them  seen  aboat 
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ioarty  miles  mbove  the  Great  leleand,  mud  a  Col.  of  oar  Militia  one 
CooksoD  LoDg  set  ofi  last  Saturday  with  a  party  of  men  to  know  if 
4ktj  bad  any  Hostile  intentions,  saoh  a  largo  party  as  was  reported 
to  him  of  Indians  in  a  Body  as  two  Hundred  was  enough  to  alarm 
that  Part  of  the  Country,  I  hope  the  report  be  brings  Baok  may  be 
•AiToarable,  as  we  are  badly  off  in  this  County  for  want  of  arms  and 
ammunition,  as  I  informed  Mr.  Lowdon  off,  which  is  a  member  of 
the  Conneil  from  this  County,  to  endeavor  to  procure  five  Hundred 
aland  of  arms,  which  will  be  very  much  wanted  in  ease  we  are  inva- 
ded here  by  y*  Savages.  ' 

I  am  Sir, 

your  most 

Obedient  Humb«  Serv* 

SAM'L.  HUNTER. 

Directed 

To  George  Bryan,  Vice  presid*  of  the  Executive  Council^  Philada. 

BjEdward  Stroud, ) 
jQxpress.  J 


Jas.  Hamilton  to  Sup«  Exsc.  Council,  1777. 

Mr.  Hamilton  being  a  Prisoner,  on  Parol,  to  the  President  and 
Council  is  under  a  very  disagreeable  suspence,  as  to  what  they  may 
please  to  order  concerning  him ;  more  particularly,  in  case  they  should 
think  fit  to  remove  him  from  his  own  House,  against  which  he  begs 
leave  to-  remonstrate,  for  the  following  reasons,  amongst  many  others 
that  he  might  justly  assign. 

1.  That  he  does  not  find  himself  charged  with  any  crime,  or  sus- 
picion of  crime  against  the  present  Government,  or  the  American 
oaose  in  general^  and  b  conscious,  that  none  such  can  be  justly 
imputed  to  him. 

S.  That  he  is  &r  advanced  in  years,  and  his  constitutiou  much 
impaired  by  frequent  distempers  to  which  he  is  subject,  from  some 
of  which,  altho'  he  be  lately  rcoovered  in  a  good  degree;  yet  he  finds 
himself  still  greatly  weakened  and  relax'd  so  that,  should  he  be  seized 
vith  a  relapse  at  any  place  out  of  the  reach  of  good  assistanoe,  it 
mighl  go  near  to  endanger  his  life — ^besides  that  at  his  advanced 
jaara  very  few,  even  of  the  best  constitutions  are  ^able  to  undergo 
mnoh  hardship  or  fatigue. 

S.  That  he  has  large  concerns  which  require  his  constant  care,  & 
afttentioQ,  for  want  of  which  or  of  that  of  some  person  in  whom  he 
can  oonfide,  they  must  necessarily  fall  in  to  much  confusion  and  dis- 
order; and  be  liable  to  great  plunder  and  imbeulement,  as  well  from 


611  PENNSYLVANIA  AROHIVBS  1777. 

his  own  Mrranta  as  from  other  wicked  and  illpdifipoaed  people  ^MMit 
the  town. 

If,  nevertheless  the  Government  is  determined  upon  his  remonl, 
he  hegs  to  he  indnlged  in  the  following  particulars^  all  which  have 
been  lately  granted  to  others  in  the  same  oircumstancesy  by  the  Boird 
of  War,  with  the*approbation  of  the  hon'ble  Congressi  namely  to  Mr. 
Penn,  &  Mr.  Chew. 

1.  That  he  may  chose  his  place  of  residence  for  the  present  with 
the  Councils  approbation. 

2.  That  he  may  have  a  reasonable  time  of  notice  to  prepare  for  his 
departure,  &c., 

3.  That  he  may  have  leave  to  appoint  his  Nephew  William  Ham- 
ilton  to  reside  in  his  House,  and  superintend  his  affairs  duriog  his 
absence,  with  the  governments  protection  to  the  said  Wm.  Hamilton 
and  to  Mr.  Hamiltons  effects. 

The  last  article,  it  so  much  imports  Mr.  Hamilton  to  be  assund 
of,  as  that  without  it,  he  cannot  take  any  one  step  towards  the  set- 
tlement of  his  affairs,  so  necessary  before  bis  departure,  in  case  that 
measure  should  be  resolved  on ;  It  so  happening,  by  the  nnfortunata 
dispersion  of  his  nearest  friends  and  connections,  that  the  said  William 
Hamilton  is  the  only  one  left,  on  whom  he  can  depend  to  take  cart 
of  his  effects  in  his  absence,  and  to  save  them  from  destruction,  voi 
as  he  can  never  believe,  that  the  President  and  Council,  by  having 
secured  his  person  intended  so  great  an  injury  to  his  private  fortuna 
as  the  refusal  of  his  request  must  amount  to.  He  therefore  hopes 
they  will  be  pleased  to  grant  it.* 


Lewis  Nicola  to  Sbcbbtary  Matlack,  1777. 

Wednesday  afternoon. 

s-, 

M'  Nesbit  &  some  other  Qent*  of  the  Light  Horse  have  told  me 
that  the  Council  intended  the  Gent"  in  the  Lodge  should  go  by  tiie 
way  of  Reading,  &,  if  I  recollect  right  something'  of  that  nature 
was  mentioned  in  Council,  when  I  was  present  this  moming,  as  my 
orders  are  contrary,  if  it  is  so  intended  I  should  be  glad  of  further 
instructions. 

The  Gent"  in  the  Lodffe  have  requested  that  I  shoold  represent 
to  his  Ezcel^  &  the  Councu  that  two  waggons  are  insufficient  for  tbe« 
Ix^ggtigo  0^  twenty-two  persons,  especial^  as  some  of  them  propose 
taking  their  beading  &  also  some  provisions,  as  they  apprehend  the 
Taverns  on  the  road  may  not  be  prepared  for  so  large  a  company. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  applying  to  Council  in  this  manner^  af^yre- 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.  VoL  XL  p.  a08,  &  answer  of  OoQ]ioil«  p.  61S,  this  Yel. 
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bennve  that  such  frequent  personal  attendance  might  be  troublesome 
and  interrupt  business  of  more  importance. 

I  am  S', 

your  most  obed*  serv*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 

Directed, 

To  Timothy  Matlack^  Esq'. 


Supreme  Executive  Council  to  James  Hamilton,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  11»>»  Sep',  1777. 

Sir, 

I  have  communicated  to  the  president  your  Message  &  memoran- 
dum.^ Council  have  considered  them  &  however  unwilling  they  be 
to  dbturb  a  Oentleman  circumstanced  as  Mr.  H.  is,  they  think  it 
advisable  you  should,  to  prevent  the  greater  inconvenience  of  an  hasty 
femoval,  leave  Town  without  loss  of  time.  They  propose  Easton, 
^thlehem,  or  Beading  as  places  where  you  might  be  eomfortably 
accomodated.  However,  they  do  not  absolutely  fix  on  these  Towns. 
t  am  sorry  to  tell  you  however,  that  unanswerable  objections  lie 
against  the  proposition  of  committing  the  Care  of  your  affairs  to 
William  Hamilton,  Esquire. 

I  am  with  great  respect, 

Your  very  hb'le  servanti 

T.  M. 
Direciedf 

To  James  Hamilton,  Esq'. 


Matthew  Irwin  to  PrbsidbAt  Wharton,  1777. 

Philada.,  11th  Septem',  1777. 
Sir, 

Your  faV  of  6^  Ins^  I  have  just  received.  I  am  much  obliged  to 
your  Excellency  and  Council  for  the  offer  of  the  quarter  mastership 
for  General  Armstrong's  Division,  I  shall  always  be  ready  to  serve 
my  Country  in  any  department  that  I  am  capable  of  executing.  I 
am  ready  to  set  out  for  Head  quarters  as  soon  as  you  are  pleased  to 

*  See  page  612. 


614  PENNSYLVANIA  AR0BIYE8  1777; 
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ftirnisli  me  witb  a  Oomission,  with  rrhieh.  request  you  will  give  ne 
such  Rank  as  the  natare  of  the  office  requires.  Gash  will  ilfobe 
necessary. 

I  am 

Tour  Exoellenpy's 

most  obd*  humb**  Serv*, 

MATH^  IBWm. 

Directed, 

To  His  Excellency,  Tho"  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the  Honor- 
ablo;  The  Supreme  Executive  Council^  Philad*. 


President  Wharton  to  Governor  Livingston,  1777. 

Philadelphia^  11^  September;  1777. 
Sir, 

The  necesuty  of  supplying  this  state  witb  salt  led  the  Oentlemeo 
who  were  last  year  at  the  head  of  affaini  here  to  oonstmot  a  work  oi 
Toms  Biveri  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  for  the  promotins  this  8e^ 
Tice.  This  undertaking,  from  the  extent  of  it  &  many  other  causei 
has  been  most  strangely  delayed,  so  that  no  salt  has  yet  been  made. 

One  principal  cause  of  this  has  been  the  very  frequent  oall  of  the 
workmen  employed  to  serve  in  the  Militia  of  the  State,  which  cir- 
cumstance, by  breaking  into  the  system  of  our  business,  at  Toms 
Eiver,  is  extremely  vexatious,  &,  must,  I  apprehend,  if  continued, 
prevent  any  salt  being  made  for  a  long  time  to  come.  In  this  diffi- 
culty I  apply  to  you  for  your  advice  &,  interposition.  Perhaps  year 
Legislature,  upon  considering  the  nature  &  intent  of  this  service, 
would  give  some  relief  to  the  Workmen  employed. 

Or  if  this  be  difficult,  I  should  be  glad  to  be  informed  whether 
workmen  hired  here  &  sent  over  to  your  state  would  be  liable  to  be 
taken  to  serve  in  the  Militia.    I  beg  your  attention  to  this  matter. 

I  am,  Sir, 

With  respect. 

Your  most  obed*  & 

very  humble  Serv*, 
Directed, 
To  Gof^  LiTiagstoik''' 

*  See  answer,  page  C21. 
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SCPRIMB  EXECITTIVl  COUNCIL  TO  LiBUTBNANTS,  1777. 

In  Council,  Philad-,  Sept.  12*>,  1777. 

Sir, 

The  Enemy  is  advaDcing  rapidly  towards  the  City,  and  unless 
every  Man  exerts  himself,  they  will,  most  undoubtedly,  acoomplish 
their  design  of  seizing  it.  Council  have  thereupon  determined  to 
call  out  the  strength  of  the  State  to  oppose  them  effectually,  which 
they  have  no  doubt  can  be  done  if  the  good  people  of  the  State  act 
with  vigor.  I  therefore  earnestly  request  &  command  yon  to  order 
out  the  militia  of  the  third  &  fourth  classes  of  your  County  with  the 
utmost  expedition,  &  march  them  without  loss  of  time  to  The 
Swedes'  Ford,  unless  you  should  receive  other  orders  from  Council 
or  <Jen*  Washington  to  rendezvous  elsewhere.  Urge  every  man  to 
t«rn  oat  on  this  alarming  oooasion,  particularly  those  who  are  not  in 
the  classes  now  called  out,  &  promise  them  that  if  they  now  step 
forward  to  free  their  bleeding  country  of  these  Bavages  they  shall 
be  hereafter  considered  as  having  taken  their  Tour  of  Duty.  Eaeh 
one«hould  briug  with  him  his  arms,  accoutrements  &  Blankets  which, 
should  be  appraised  in  order  that  the  owner  may  receive  the  valae 
in  case  they  be  lost 

I  am  Sir, 

your  very  Hum.  sv*. 

Bucks  Co*::nty,  3'  L  4*^  class. 
Northampton^  3  &  4. 
York,  3*. 
Chester,  4*». 
•Northumberland,  2^ 

Also  the  4th  &  5th  classes  of  Bucks,  and  4th  &  5th  classes  of 
,Philad\ 

Ordered  Sept'  13, 1777.* 


Supreme  Executive  Council  to  Col,  Bradford,  1777. 

Col.  Bradford, 

Sir, 

Council  think  it  is  immediately  necessary  that  2  or  more  pieces 
of  cannon,  12  pounders,  with  suitable  ammunition,  should  be  dis- 
patched to  the  Swedes'  Ford.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Militia  of  the 
County  will  assemble  there ;  but  this  must  not  be  depended  on.     A 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XL,  p.  802. 
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considerable  corps  of  the  City  Militia,  partly  artillery,  therefore, 
ought  to  be  marched  to  the  Swedes'  Ford,  without  loss  of  time,& 
the  above  great  Guns  taken  thither.  Thas  this  important  pass  maj 
be  guarded  till  further  dispositions  can  be  made  to  stop  the  progress 
of  the  Enemy. 

Your  attention  to  the  above,  as  Commanding  Officer,  is  desired. 

I  am  Sir,  &c. 
12»»>  Sept  1777. 


Resolution  op  Congress,  1777. 

In  Congress,  Sept.  12, 1777. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  &  supreme  executive  Council  of 
Pensylvania  be  requested,  in  the  name  of  this  Congress,  to  call  apon 
the  militia  of  this  city  and  parts  adjacent  to  go  forth  immediately 
to  reinforce  the  army  under  General  Washington  for  the  defence  oi 
this  city. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHAS.  THOxMSON,  Sec'y. 


Jambs  Dundas  to  Col.  Matlack,  1777. 

Billingsport,  13*»  Septem',  1777. 
Sir, 

The  people  employed  here  begin  to  be  very  uneasy  since  we  hava 
beard  that  Chester  is  in  possession  of  the  Enemy.  Should  be  glid 
to  know  the  sense  of  the  Council  upon  this  matter  immediately,  li 
we  are  without  a  number  of  Troops  to  defend  the  Pkce^  &  in  danger 
of  being  made  Prisoners  by  the  Enemy. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  very  hum^  Serv*. 

JAMES  DUNDAS. 
Directed, 

To  Colonel  Matlaok. 
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Resolutions  of  Assembly,  1777.' 

In  General  Assembly  of  Pennsjtvania. 

Saturday,  Sep'  18%  1777,  P.  M. 

Whereas  in  this  Time  of  Danger  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  Che 
pnUio  monies  belonging  to  the  Q^neral  Loan  Office  of  this  State,  be 
removed  to  some  place  of  security  :         * 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  his  Excellency  the  President  and  Coun- 
cil of  this  Commonwealth,  be  desired  and  Impowered  to  take  the 
most  speedy  and  effectual  means  to  remove  the  said  money  to  such 
place  as  they  may  think  proper. 

.Extract  from  the  minutes, 

JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr, 

Cler.  Ass^.* 


General  Washington  to  P&esidbnt  Wharton,  17771 

Head  Quarters,  Germantown,  13*^  Sep*,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  was  this  morning  honored  wiih  yours  of  Yesterday.  I  am  pleased 
to  ind  thai  you  have  ordered  an  additional  Niynber  of  Militia  to 
assemble  at  the  Swedes  Ford,  at  which  and  the  other  practicable 
toasses  for  some  distance  up  the  River,  I  have  directed  small  close 
Redoubts  to  be  thrown  up.  This  work  will  be  executed  under  the 
eemmand  and  direction  of  Oen^  Armstrong,  who  will  also  employ 
soma  of  the  Militia  at  present  in  the  Field  upon  the  same  serrioe. 

I  wish  it  were  in  my  power  to  turn  any  part  of  my  present  force 
id  the  completion  of  the  Works  upon  Delaware;  but  in  our  present 
Situation  it  cannot  be  afforded.  Except  General  Howe  ean  be 
ebecked  upon  land,  the  obstructions  in  the  River  will  be  of  little 
avail ;  for  if  he  ean  once  totally  defeat  this  Army,  he  will  take  pos- 
session of  the  Forts  of  course,  and  tup  our  own  Guns  upon  our 
Ships,  Gallies,  and  floating  Batteries.  In  my  opinion,  the  River 
would  be  sufficiently  secured  against  any  sudden  attacks  by  Water 
only,  if  the  City  Artillery  Companies  were  thrown  into  Fort  Mifflin, 
and  all  the  Vessels  of  War  of  different  kinds  drawn  up  behind  the 
Ghevaux  de  Frize.  I  have  given  orders  to  Col^  Penrose  to  overflow 
the  Grounds  upon  Province  Island,  which  will  render  it  impossible 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  806. 
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for  the  Enemy  to  approach  the  Fort  in  the  Bear,  and  raise  Batteries 
against  it. 

As  I  am  well  apprized  of  the  importance  of  Phil^idelphia,  yon  may 
rest  assured  that  I  shall  take  every  measure  in  my  power  to  defend 
it ;  and  I  hope  you  will  agree  with  me  that  the  only  effectual  Hethod 
will  be  to  oppose  General  Howe  with  our  whole  united  Force. 

<I  am  thb  moment  favoured  with  yours  of  this  date,  and  thaik  you 
for  your  compliance  to  my  request  for  removing  the  oomtinentd 
Troops  who  may  be  loiteriifg  in  the  City. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be^ 

Sir, 

Y'  most  ob*  Serv*, 

G-  WASHINGTON. 


D^irected, 
To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 


SuPRSME  Executive  Council  to  Bobebt  LeyebSi  &c, 

1777. 

Philad*,  Septm'  13th,  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

Bobert  Lettis  Hooper,  Esq',  D.  Q.  M.  G.,  some  time  since  repre- 
sented Council  that  it  would  be  attended  oftentimes  with  Considen- 
ble  inconveniences)  if  he  was,  upon  every  occasion,  obliged  to  i^pl; 
to  Council  for  Waggons  when  called  upon  by  the  Quarter  Master 
General  for  the  use  of  the  army ;  and  therefore  desired  liberty  to 
make  application  to  you  for  as  many  as  were  demanded  withoot 
being  obliged  first  to  apply  to  Council ;  this  was  agreed  to  ba  partly  on 
account  of  our  Army  being  then  in  New  Jersey.  Council,  however,  find 
that  it  is  not  altogether  ao  convenient  for  the  Inhabitants  of  your 
County  to  be  called  upon  by  M'  Hooper,  as  that  the  applicatioa 
should  come  through  Council.  I  have  therefore  to  request  that  in  fiiton 
this  may  be  the  Case ;  and  I  have  written  a  letter  to  him  to  this  eflbet 

I  am,  Gentlemen,     , 

Your  Very  Hum>  Servant. 

JDireded, 
To  Bobert  Levers  &  William  McNair,  Esq**. 
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Genbbal  .Washington  to  Prbsidknt  Wharton,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  must  reqaest  yoa  woald  immediately  give  some  publick  Notice 
to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  City  not  to  entertain  or  harbour  the  Soldiers 
in  their  Houses.  And  in  order  to  oblige  those  who  have  straggled 
into  Town  to  join  their  respective  Corps,  thoy  are  to  deliver  them 
up  to  the  Patrols,  which  will  pass  thro'  the  Town  in  order  to  collect 
all  Stragglers,  &  in  Case  of  Refusal  to  turn  out,  the  Inhabitants  are 
desired  to  give  Notice  of  them  to  the  Patrols.  The  Necessity  & 
Interest  of  the  Service,  as  well  as  the  Peace  &  good  Order  of  the 
City  will,  I  hope,  ensure  a  ready  Compliance  with  this  Request,  &  a 
strict  Attention  to  at  on  the  part  of  the  Inhabitants. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  Obed.  & 

very  hble.  Serv., 

G«  WASHINGTON. 
Head  Quarters. 
Sept.  13,  1777. 

Directedf 

To  His  Ezoell^  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Esq.,  Presid'  of  the 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


SupRBMB  Executive  Council  to  Col.  Nicola,  1777. 

Sir, 

It  is  the  earnest  request  of  his  Ezcell^y  General  Washington  that 
Council  would  give  public  notice  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  City,  not 
to  entertain  or  harbour  the  soldiers  of  his  army  in  their  houses ;  and 
in  order  .that  all  soldiers,  who  may  have  straggled  into  Town,  may  be 
obliged  to  rejoin  their  respective  Corps,  the  inhabitants  are  to  be 
called  on  to  deliver  up  all  they  know  of,  to  the  patroles,  which  the 
General  will  send  through  the  streets  to  collect  them. 

As  the  good  of  the  service  at  this  important  Crisis,  requires  that 
all  possible  attention  should  be  given  to  his  Excellency's  requisition. 
Council  hereby  recommend  to  &  order  you  to  take  the  most  eflfeotual 
measures  to  publbh  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  &  Suburbs,  by 
beat  of  Drum  the  foregoing,  to  the  end  that  none  may  plead  igno« 
rnnce ;  all  who  shall  entertain,  harbour  or  conceal  any  soldiers  of  thei 
Continental  Army,  whether  regulars  or  Militia  or  other  persons  con- 
nected with  the  army,  will  be  prosecuted  with  the  utmost  severity 
aocjrdiog  to  Law. 
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It  IB  needless  to  add  that  you  will  co-operate  with  the  Oentlemin 
of  the  Army  in  this  service;  in  eyery  rc^ot ;  for  your  seal  A  aoUv* 
ity  are  unquestioned. 

I  am  Sir 

J  Y'  very  hum  Serv. 

Directed^ 
To  Col»  Nicola,  Sept.  18, 1777. 


James  Hamilton  to  T.  Matlack^  177T. 

Saturday  Morning. 
Sir, 

I  send  the  Bearer  for  the  pass  for  myself  and  haggage  which  jon 
were  pleased  to  promise  me ;  and  at  the  same  time  I  desired  a  writ- 
ten protection  for  my  House  and  effects  during  my  absenoe,  if  the 
President  and  Council  shall  think  fit  to  grant  it,  aa  I  know  was  done 
in  the  cases  of  Mr.  Penn  &  Mr.  Chew. 

My  people  have  been  running  about  all  last  night  and  this  Morn- 
ing, in  search  of  a  Covered  Cart  or  Waggon,  but  without  effect;  I 
wish,  if  ypu  know  where  one  may  be  had,  you  would  please  to  dinet 
me. 

I  am  S' 

your  most  humble 

Servant, 

JAMES  HAMILTON. 
Directed^ 

For  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire^  Secretary  &c. 


Bup.  £xBc.  Council  to  Commoporb  Hazelwooi),  1777. 

Philadelphia,  18«^  Sep',  1777. 
Sir. 

Oounoil  find  the  temporary  ibrce  that  had  statiofiied  at  the  poiti 
on  the  Delaware,  has  been  withdrawn  te  join  the  Continental  Army. 
It  is  to  be  supposed  that  this  has  not  been  done  without  oood  rea- 
mm.  However,  it  is  very  improper,  that  these  places  shoaUl  be  left 
naked.  For  the  present  they  must  be  committed  to  your  oare.  Too 
are  thorefbre  desired  to  pay  all  possible  attention  to  the  Gnna,  Stora% 
&  other  concerns — at  all  places  on  the  Delaware  above  Chester;  and 
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to  remote  the  artillery,  amunition  or  other  stores  from  aoy  post 
wbenever  jou  shall  find  it  necessary. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Serr*. 

Directed^ 

Commodore  John  Hazelwood;  Esq. 


QUALEPICATION   OF   ChIKP  JUSTICE  McKeAN. 

I  Thomas  McKean  Esquire  do  swear  that  I  will  he  true  and  faith- 
ful to  the  Common- Wealth  of  Pennsylvania :  And  that  I  will  not 
directly  or  indirectly  do  any  act  or  thing  prejudicial  or  injurious  to 
the  Constitution  or  Government  thereof,  as  established  by  the  Con- 
Tention,  &c. 

I  Thomas  McKean  Esquire  do  swear  that  I  will  faithfully  execute 
the  office  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  will  do 
equal  right  and  justice  to  all  men  to  the  best  of  my  judgement  and 
abilities,  according  to  law,  &c. 

I  do  believe  in  one  God  the  Creator  and  Governor  of  the  Universe, 
the  rewarder  of  the  good  and  the  punisher  of  the  wicked ;  and  I  do 
teknowledge  the  scriptures  of  the  old  and  new  testament  to  be  given 
by  divine  inspiration. 

THO.  McKEAN. 

The  above  oaths  of  Allegiance  &  of  Office  were  taken,  and  the  above 
declaration  made  and  subscribed  the  first  day  of  Septcmi*,  1777,  be- 
fore me,  authorized  thereto  by  virtue  of  a  Dedimus  Potestatem  for 
that  purpose  specially  directed^  dated  the  28^^  July  last. 

JOS:  GARDNER.* 


GovBRNoa  Livingston  to  Pkbsidbnt  Wharton,  1777. 

Haddonfield,  13  Sep*,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  find  myself  honoured  with  your  Favour  of  the  11  Instantf  on 
the  subject  of  our  calling  into  Service  as  part  of  the  Militia  of  this 
State,  a  number  of  Workmen  employed  by  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
Tania  at  the  Salt  works  on  Tom's  river.  As  our  Legislatare  are 
about  to  revise  oar  Militia  Law,  I  have  sent  the  house  a  Message 
on  the  subject,  &  doubt  not  from  the  Reasonableness  of  the  Ezemp- 

♦  See  Col.  Ree.  Vol.  XI.  pp.  254,  304. 
t  See  page  614. 
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tion  yon  desire,  it  will  be  provided  for  id  the  new  Militia  Aei  As 
the  Law  however  at  present  staods,  all  such  Worknen  by  tbeir 
Residence  in  this  State,  will  be  considered  as  subjects  of  it,  at  least 
to  the  purpose  of  serving  in  the  Militia. 

I  am, 

Sir, 

with  great  Respect, 

jour  most  humble  S*^, 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jr.,  Esq'r,  In  Philadelpbia. 


Robert  Levers  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Easton,  September  14*%  1777. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

This  moment  I  had  the  Honor  to  receive  by  the  Express  a  Letter 
from  your  Excellency  directed  to  Mr.  M^'Nair  &  myself,*  and  shall 
lay  the  same  at  Court  next  Tuesday  before  the  Justices,  and  the 
directions  therein  given  will  be  most  faithfully  complied  with. 

Not  many  days  aso  Col.  Hooper  called  on  Mr.  Ureider,  Wa^n 
Master  General  for  this  County,  for  Forty  Waggons  to  go  to  Spring- 
field, in  the  Government  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  for  Fire  Arms. 
Upon  Col.  Hooper's  Application  to  me,  after  I  had  objected  to  hii 
giving  Orders  to  the  Waggon  Masters  to  impress  Teams,  as  the 
Waggoners  were  very  tardy  &  backward  in  coming  in,  and  Mr. 
Hooper  having  acquainted  me  that  he  had  represented  in  Council 
what  your  Excellency  is  pleased  to  mention,  and  the  hastening  these 
arms  appearing  to  me  a  matter  of  the  last  consequence,  I  esteemed  it 
to  be  my  duty  to  give  all  the  assistance  in  my  power,  as  well  for  the 
compleating  those  Forty  Waggons,  as  for  One  Hundred  more 
Wagons  Col.  Hooper  immediately  after  called  upon  this  Countj 
for. 

I  must  Confess  I  was  diffident  in  the  matter,  but  as  the  OaDs 
seemd  to  admit  of  no  delay,  I  was  earnestly  lealoos  that  they  might 
be  expeditiously  forwarded.    I  have  the  Honor  to  foe 

Tour  Excellency's 

most  obedient  and  most 

humble  Servant, 

ROBERT  LEVERS. 

*  See  page  618. 
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\>  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jan%  Esquire,  President  of 
Sapreme  Execative  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
rania. 


Sup.  Exec.  Council  to  Robert  Levers,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  U^  September,  1777. 

far  security  in  the  present  circumstances  of  affairs  (let  what  will 
pen)  Council  send  by  the  bearers  hereof,  John  Snyder  &  Henry 
ibolomews,  a  large  Iron  Chest,  a  Case,  &  a  Barrell  containing 
iks  &  papers  of  importance.  They  are  recommended  to  your 
6,  &  it  is  not  doubted  that  you  will  pay  all  due  attention  to 
m. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed^  Serv*,* 

nsdttf, 

[b  Robert  Levers,  Esq',  in  Easton. 


Resolution  of  Congress,  1777. 

In  Congress,  Sept.  14, 1777. 

iaaolved,  That  it  be  recommended -to  the  Supreme  Executive 
meil  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania  immediately  to  appoint  proper 
iinreet  persons  to  take  into  possession  any  linens,  blankets  A 
ir  woolens,  shoes,  spirits,  &  other  necessaries  for  the  use  of  the 
IT  which  they  may  find  in  any  stores  or  warehouses  in  the  city  of 
ladelphia,  giving  a  certificate  expressing  the  quantity  and  value, 
to  oaose  the  eoods  so  taken  to  be  conveyed  to  some  secure  place 
mvent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 

♦  See  Colon.  Rcc.  Vol.  XL,  p.  806,  807. 
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£xTaACT  OF  A  Letter  from  General  Washl^gtoh,  17T7. 

Dated  Buck  Tavern,  Sept'  15**,  1777. 

'^  I  would  beg  leave  to  recommend  in  the  most  earnest  manner, 
that  some  Board  or  Committee  be  appointed  or  some  mode  adopted 
for  obtaining  supplies  of  blankets  for  the  troops,  many  are  now  with- 
out, and  the  season  becoming  cold,  they  will  be  injured  in  their 
health  and  unfitted  for  service,  unless  they  are  immediately  provided 
with  them  ;  our  supplies  in  this  instance  as  in  every  article  of  cloath- 
ing  cannot  be  too  great,  as  there  are  frequent  losses,  not  easily  to  he 
avoided.  I  would  also  observe  that  I  think  in  point  of  pruoence  k 
sound  policy,  every  species  of  provisions,  shculd  be  removed  bm 
the  city,  except  such  as  will  be  necessary  to  supply  the  present 
demands  of  this  armv.  I  have  been  told,  there  are  eonnderthle 
quantities  in  private  hands,  which  should  not  be  suffered  to  renua 
a  moment  longer  than  they  can  be  conveyed  away." 


Deposition  of  Wm.  Beckworth  and  Adam  LATTGHLiNy  1777. 

Cumberland  County  ss. 

The  deposition  of  Wm.  Beckworth  and  Adam  Lanehlio,  who 
having  been  solemly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelist  of  Almity  Ood, 
deposed  &  said  that  on  Thursday  the  fourth  Instant  they  traveled 
from  Carlisle  to  Lisbum,  and  from  thence  they  lodged  at  John  Baa- 
kins  Tavern,  Friday  they  went  to  David  Copland,  who  conducted  these 
Deponents  on  Friday  to  Prunks  Town  opposite  to  Shellys  XaUnd 
in  Sesquehannah,  where  after  having  taken  a  refireabment  of  Whis- 
key, Coopland  gave  them  the  following  information  there.  Vis.  thai 
William  Willis  was  a  principal  man  and  that  he  had  a  subscription 
of  fifty  men  who  had  taken  an  oath  to  be  true,  to  one  another,  and 
that  there  was  one  Person  Batwell  who  he  beleved  would  be  om  of 
their  Commanders  and  could  raise  350  men,  there  was  also  a  Sootdt 
oommander  whom  he  palled  McDonald  who  coald  raiaa  100  men  to 
Borprise  Oarliale  in  a  Night  who  he  said  lived  near  the  mouth  if . 
Croughans  gap;  that  there  was  a  Qen*  lived  down  below  Lancaattr 
that  was  a  Seriif  of  Lancaster  County,  his  name  waa  John  EaneSi 
that  could  raise  800  men,  then  they  went  into  Shellys  Island,  then 
he  said  that  James  Bankin  near  Yoric  Town  who  had  a  Mill  and  a 
Still  had  one  or  two  thousand  buahels  of  Wheat  and  *Rye  laid 
in  his  mill  for  Hows  Army,  could  raise  500  men  and  he  belived 
he  would  be  one  of  his  Chief  Commanders,  he  said  Daniel  Schelly 
could  raise  500  men,  likewise  Daniel  Shelly  added  that  if  Howe 
would  send  about  1000  men  or  a  few  light  Horse  to  Little  York  they 
would  seize  the  stores  and  that  town,  and  they  would  be  ton  thousand 
strong  in  about  five  Days  and  that  the  ground  would  be  covered  with 
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men  to  assist  them,  tbej  were  not  afread  easily  to  carry  all  York 
Gonnty  iHsfdre  them  because  that  all  the  Hichest  and  fullest  famelys 
in  that  County  were  on  their  side  in  a  general  way,  and  that  he  ex- 
pected they  would  have  most  of  the  Lieut"  of  the  County  on  their 
side  because  some  of  them  were  not  willing  to  take  this  oath,  the 
oath  of  Alle^anee  meaning :  David  Copcland  farther  said  that  there 
was  one  Goaham  a  Drover  at  James  Rankins,  last  Sunday,  where  ho 
was  also  and  two  Strange  Gentlemen  with  him  who  had  come  down 
the  country,  they  were  preparing  things  as  fast  as  they  could,  Gra- 
ham asked  Copeland  if  he  was  ready  to  go  to  Hows  Camp,  ho 
answered  he  was  ready  if  he  had  only  time  to  go  home,  but  if  they 
were  in  a  hurry  he  would  go  immediately  along  with  them ;  Graham 
taming  to  the  other  Gen*  said,  there  is  a  man  for  you,  I  wish  wo 
had  ten  thousand  such  as  him ;  Coopeland  said  that  «John  Holmes,  a 
store  keeper  in  Carlisle,  was  ready  to  give  them  any  intelegancc  how 
affairs  are  careying  on  in  Carlisle,  was  a  friend  and  that  there  were 
more  friends  in  Carlisle,  but  they  durst  not  appear  because  there 
were  so  many  Whigs  in  it,  that  he,  Copeland,  had  fourteen  head  of 
Cattle  which  were  sent  up  to  his  care  from  Lancaster  County,  and 
keeping  for  Hows  Army  in  a  by  place  in  the  Woods. 

M'&niel  Schelley  said  he  would  go  or  send  to  James  Kankins 
and  Parson  Batwells  and  Copland  was  to  go  to  Willm.  Willcscs 
before  he  would  sleep  to  call  them  to  meet  on  that  Island  on  Sattur- 
day  instant  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  hold  Council  what  was 
to  be  done,  and  that  Geo.  Fry  of  Middle  Town  and  his  clerk  wero 
Friends,  and  that  Fry  was  to  be  sent  for  to  hold  Council  for  he  had 
snfiered  a  great  deal  for  he  had  been  in  that  Room  four  or  five  days 
when  he  was  on  his  keeping,  then  they  concluded  to  go  to  Geo.  Frycs 
and  on  the  River  side,  Daniel  Shelly  said  he  had  five  Cattle  on  the 
Island  which  he  wished  were  in  the  Camp,  (meaning  Hows  Camp) 
M'  Schelley  took  a  canoe  and  caried  them  to  Lancaster  shore,  and 
they  traveled  to  Geo  Frys,  where  Col.  Buckannan  and  his  party  wero 
and  took  Daniel  Schelley  prisoner. 

David  Copeland  further  said  that  Daniel  Schelley  was  rather  cool 
of  late  in  the  affair  but  he  belived  he  might  be  trusted,  and  farther 
saith  not. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  6*''  Day  of  Septem.,  1777,  before  us, 

JOHN  AGNEW,  WILLIAM  BECKWORTH. 

JOHN  CREIGH,  ADAM  LAUHLIN. 

Copy. 

The' foregoing  is  a  true  copy  compared  with  the  original  at  Garlislo 
the  10«»»  Septem',  1777, 

by  us 

JOHN  CREIGH, 
GEORGE  STEVENSON. 

*  See  letter  of  Counoil  to  Jno.  Creigb,  &c.,  p.  628.  Also  Col.  Beo.  Vol 
XI.  p.  307. 
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Chaeles  Alexander  to  Robert  Morris,  1777. 

D^Sir, 

I  have  taken  some  pains  to  inspect  the  situation  of  Our  Forts  aod 
Chcvaux  de  frize,  and  do  acquaint  you  as  my  Opinion  that  if 
some  troops  and  Boats  of  Observation  down  the  River  is  not, 
you  may  Sune  expect  to  here  of  the  Enemy  having  Billings  Port 
in  Possession  and  your  siren th  by  water  of  no  servieei  for  one  hun- 
dred men  crossing  at  or  below  Chester  at  night  have  it  in  Possession 
by  morning  and  and  Command  your  Batteries  and  what  other  Vessels 
may  be  stationed  there,  your  other  fort  and  Pass  may  be  surprized 
by  the  Like  Plan,  and  be  Asured  that  they  have  their  Sernnts 
amongst  us,  your  city  will  much  sooner  be  in  their  hands  if  Atten- 
tion is  not  given  to  the  Vessels  by  some  Person  of  Knowledge. 

I  am  % 

With  much  Respect, 

Y'  most  Ob  Hble  Serv*, 

CHARLES  ALEXANDER. 

Delaware  Frigate  off  Billings  Port. 
Sept'  15%  1777. 

Directed^ 

To  The  Honble  Robert  Morris,  Esq',  Philadelphia. 
[In  case  M'  Morris  is  not  in  Congress,  M'  Duer  begs  M'  Doane 
to  peruse  and  pay  attention  to  this  Letter. 

Indortedj 
From  Cap*  Alexander,  SeptF  15  177  r, 


SupRBMB  Executive  Council  to  President  of  Conorsss, 

1777. 


Sir, 


In  Council, 

PhUad*  Sept'  15, 1777. 


Council  having  considered  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  jeiterday, 
respecting  the  taking  into  possession  linens,  blankets  &  other  wooUens, 
Spirits,  &o.,  and  are  of  opinion  that  this  business  may  be  conducted 
with  more  propriety  by  the  purchasing  Commissary  under  an  Order 
from  the  Board  of  War.  GThe  Council  find  themselves  so  exceedingly 
pressed  with  Business  that  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  give  the  neces 
sary  attention  to  that  resolve.    Council,  howeveri  do  not  objeet  to 
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Hm  iMire,  as  it  is  judged  necessary  by  Congress.  I  beg  kaye  to 
mention  I  am  well  informed  the  owneraof  Spirits  &  otber  goeda  will 
cheerfully  part  with  them^  and  are  waiting  to  be  called  upon. 

Directed,  ♦ 

To  hn'ble  Jn«  Hancock;  Esq'. 


Resolution  op  Congress,  1777. 

In  Congress,  Scptm'  16^^  1777 

Resolved :  That  the  President  and  supreme  Executive  Council  of 
Pennsylvania  be  informed  of  general  Washington's  desire  that  the 
provisions  in  this  City  should  be  removed  to  a  place  of  safety,  reserv* 
mg  only  what  may  be  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  and 
for  the  army  under  his  command ;  and  that  the  President  and  Conn- 
oil  be  desired  in  the  name  of  this  Congress  to  take  the  most  speedy 
k  effectnal  measures  to  have  the  same  carried  into  Execution — also 
that  the  President  &  Council  be  requested  to  exert  the  most  vigor* 
OQs  efforts  to  obtain  from  this  City  as  many  Blankets  as  possible  and 
with  the  greatest  expedition  ;  as  the  general  represents  many  of  the 
ioldieni  to  be  irithout  Blankets,  and  that  their  health  will  be  muoh 
expoeed  by  remaining  so. 

By  order  of  Congress. 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Presid*. 


President  of  Congress  to  Supreme  Executive  Council, 

1777. 

Philad%  Sept'  16*S  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

Urom  theendosed  Besolve  you  will  perceive,  that  Confess  concur- 
ring in  opinion  with  General  Washington,  that  the  Plrovisions  in  this 
City  should  be  removed  to  some  Place  of  Safety,  except  only  such  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  the  Army  un- 
der hif  Command,  have  direeted  me  to  request  in  their  Name,  yoa 
Hill  take  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  Measures  to  have  the  same 
removed  agreeably  to  his  Desire. 

The  unhappy  Situation  of  many  of  the  Troops  for  want  of  Blankets, 
has  induced  the  Congress  earnestly  to  entreat  you  will  exwt  yourselves 
to  collect  in  this  City  all  the  blankets  you  possibly  can  for  their  Use. 
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I  enclose  to  you  an  Eztraot  of  the  Genend'g  Letter  to  GoBgrai<m 
thifl  Subject,  and  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Gkntletnen^ 

your  most  obcd.  & 

very  hble.  Seir. 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Tmid* 


Supreme  Executive  Council  to  Alexander  KssBin, 

1777. 

Philadelphia,  16**  Sept',  1777. 
Sir, 

Council  are  not  well  informed  how  M'  Chief  Justice  MoEetn 
oame  to  issue  Writs  of  habeas  corpus*  for  the  prisoners  under  your 
eare ;  but  are  clear  that  you  have  acted  right  in  not  proceeding  to 
Ea8(>-Fallowfield ;  a  place  too  near  the  £nemy.  But  the  Assembly 
has  put  the  matter  out  of  debate.  This  day,  they  passed  An  Act  ts 
suspend  the  habeas  corpus,  &  indemnify  the  Council  &  all  acting  an* 
der  them,  in  the  .Case  of  Mess^  I'emberton's  &  the  rest.  Coaadl 
are  getting  a  Certified  copy  of  it ;  this  you  awy  deliver  with  the  pris- 
oners, to  the  Lieu'  of  Berks,  &  a  request  from  Council  to  send  tbem 
forward  without  delay.  I  am  sorry  to  find  you  have  had  such  unex- 
pected Trouble, 

I  am, 

(G.  B.  vp.) 
To  M'  Alex'  Nesbutt,  £sq% 


Supi  ExEO.  CotTNCiL  TO  Jno.  Creigh,  &€.,  1777. 

Philadelphia^  16^  Sept'.,  1777. 
Sir, 

M^  Stenhenson  has  layed  before  Council  an  affidavitf  taken  lefore 
joa  by  Will"'.  Bedcworth  &  Adam  Laughlin,  conceiving  a  discoyeiT 
of  treasonable  designs,  &o.,  oonspiracy  formed  by  James  Bankin  ft 
others.  He  has  also  given  us  some  further  verbal  accounts  of  those 
people.  Upon  consideration^  it  ia  agreed  that  if  Daiuel  Shellej^  who' 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XI.,  p.  808. 

t  Sm  C;ol- Reo.  Vol.  XL  p.  807.    Bee*  also-page  (a4-bf  iUaVoL 
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iiin  costodj,  ,iril1  really  &  candid ly  become  a  pablick  witness  & 
givfl  evidenee-for  the  State,  bo  aa  his  accompliocs  be  convicted,  be 
vill  be  considered  as  meritiDg  his  p«rdoii,  &  that  be  aball  have  it 
from  Council,  But  he  must  not  be  bailed  or  enlarged  before  trjal. 
BcBid«B,  be  mnst  immediately  enable  you  to  arrest  the  rest.  ,It  ia 
to  bo  wigbed  that  Rankin  were  apprehended;  may  it  not  be  hoped 
Ibis  bas  already  been  done. 

Congrsas  &  Conooil  join  in  opinion  that  all  possible  industry  he 
vMd  in  fladiog  out  &  arrosting  the  Tillains  who  bave  been  scheming 
tb«  public  ruin.  Your  industry  I  am  assured  of.  And  tb  strengthen 
5'  bands,  observe,  that  this  day  assembly  passed  in  act  to  suspend 
tbe  rigbt  to  bail,  by  «*^  suapioiooB  persona  may  more  easily  be 
dstaised  witbout  full  Evidonoe. 
I  am, 

Gent. 

Y'  most  obed'  Sen'. 
DxTtcttd, 

To  John  Greigh  and  John  Agnew,  Esq".,  Carlile. 

Wlen  you  examine  Daniel  Shelly  be  very  particnlar,  and  USa  bis 
examination  and  confession  on  oath  in  writing,  which  he  sbould 
sign,  and  send  a  copy  to  Council. 


Sep.  Esse.  CousciL  TO  Lieut,  of  CnEsiaa  Co.,  1777. 

In  Conndl,  Pbiladelpbia,  Sep'.  17, 1777. 
As  tbe  enemy  is  to  tbe  heart  of  this  state,  every  pos^ble  exertioB 
beeomes  absolutely  necessary,  in  order  to  repell  their  foree  and  pM 
a  atop  to  tbeir  ravages.  Council  have  ordered  that  tbe  fifth  elass  of 
j«ur  militia  be  sent  into  tbe  field  with  the  utmost  expedition.  I 
tberafora  order  &  expect  yon  will  without  a  moments  delay,  and  with 
a  spirit  &  vigor  which  the  occasion  must  inspire  in  tbe  breast  cf 
every  real  patriot,  use  every  means  in  youi  power  to  send  this  fifth 
elosB  iflto  the  field  as  well  equipped  as  possible.  They  are  to  join 
tbe  nearest  brigade  of  our  militia,  and  you  are  to  send  forward  tbe 
eompanies  as  fast  as  they  can  be  formed. 

relying  on  your  activity  4  seal, 

I  remain, 

youn,  £e. 
Directed, 
-  To  Sob- Smltb,  iB«q.,  liettt  of  Um  Count;  of  Cheater. 
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Council  to  Committbb  fob  BEMOviNa  Paotisioss 

(oa  Fifty),  1777. 

Philad*.  Septem'  17%  1777. 
6entlemeii| 

I  beg  leave  to  remind  you  of  the  absdute  neoesmty  of  ilie  im- 
mediate removal  of  the  ProviaioDs  in  this  City  and  suburbs  to  i 
Elace  of  safety.  On  this  subject  Oounoil  has  received  a  letter  fmat 
is  Excellency  General  Washington,  pressing  in  the  strongest  term 
that  this  business  may  not  be  delayed,  and  that  no  more  proviiioDi 
may  be  suffered  to  remain  in  and  about  this  City  than  what  maj  be 
necessary  for  the  use  of  the  Inhabitants  and  for  the  army  under  the 
Command  of  Gen*  Washington. 

I  am;  Sirs, 

Your  Very  Hum.  Servini 
Indorsed, 
To  Committee  of  Fifty. 

Directed, 
To  the  (Gentlemen  appointed  to  remove  Provisions  from  the  City. 


Sdp.  Exec.  Council  to  Prbs.  op  Congebss,  1777. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  Sept'.  17, 1777. 
Sir, 

Council  have  before  them  the  Resolves  of  Congress  of  yesterday, 
concerning  the  removal  of  provisions  from  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 
&  the  obtaining  of  Blankets  within  the  same  for  the  use  of  the 
army.  They  have  also  oopy  of  the  (Generals  Letter  on  iheae  sub- 
jects. The  importance  of  both  requisitions  is  seen  &  acknowledged. 
•  As  to  the  first,  Council  find  themselves  aided  by  the  Legislatnra 
of  this  state,  &  can  with  propriety  &  authority  endeavour  to  perfom 
what  is  necessary ;  they,  therefore,  readily  undertake  it.  But  as  to 
the  other,  the  taking  of  Blankets  from  the  citisensi  they  would 
observe,  that  they  are  legal  Magistrates  acting  under  a  fixed  Consti- 
tution, &  that  however  inclined  they  may  be,  from  the  Ideas  of  self- 
preservation  t  necessity,  to  strain  the  powers  of  government,  nt  this 
Crisis,  to  the  present  exigence,  they  apprehend  that  such  apparent 
intrusion  upon  the  private  property  of  individuals  will  be  unavoidably 
resented,  as  a  grievance  arising  from  the  Constitution  under  which 
they  act^  &  that  it  will  greatly  weaken  &  disable  the  Council  from 
performing  essential  services  within  their  proper  sphere.  They  re- 
collect that  the  late  Council  of  Safety,  a  body  created  by  neoessityi 
&  acting  with  unsettled  powers,  found  themselves  equal  to  such  busi- 
ness in  a  former  difficulty.    But  this  Goundl  ate  very  diffinently 
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eircamstanced.  They,  tbercfore,  wish  tbat  ibe  Oen*,  by  a  Com- 
mittee, as  his  Letter  proposes,  or  otherwise,  woald  order  &  perforin 
all  tbisgs  of  an  extraordinary  nature,  which  the  preservation  of  the 
state  &  the  general  interest  require,  without  involving  the  regular  & 
ordinary  powers  of  Government  therein.  This  course  was  last  winter 
taken,  as  ttiey  understand,  in  a  neighbouring  state,  without  any  evil 
Consequence,  why  may  not  the  same  be  born  with  here  ? 

It  only  remains  to  be  remarked,  that  very  large  Collections  of 
Blankets  have  been  heretofore  made  for  military  purposes  in  the 
(fity,  &  that  many  of  the  able  inhabitants  have  removed  from  it, 
ciroamstances  which  greatly  lessen  the  prospect  of  procuring  supply, 
bat  which  deserve  attention  in  this  business.  Perhaps  some  parts 
of  the  County  may  afford  a  contribution  full  as  easily.  Chester 
County  in  particular,  is  well  stocked.  Some  persons  of  good  judg- 
ment think  2000  Blankets  may  be  had  there.  If  Oen.  W.  were 
advised  of  this,  the  proper  steps  might  be  taken.  The  General  is 
now  there  &  may  take  the  steps  he  finds  necessary. 

It  is  desired  that  you  will  lay  these  observations  before  Congress,  &  in 
behalf  of  the  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  request  their  attention  &  con- 
sideration of  them.  You  may  assure  Congress  that  the  members  of 
this  Board  unanimously  are  devoted  to  the  Common  Cause,  and 
anxious  to  contribute  every  caution  in  their  line,  or  that  may  bo 
tbought  expedient  for  them  to  make  in  the  present  emergency. 

I  am 
Sir, 

Your  most  obed^  hum.  Serv^ 
Directed^ 

To  the  h'nblc  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


Col.  L.  Nicola  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  have  this  minute  received  your  Excellencies  Letter,  &  am  to 
inform  you  that  by  Gen.  Woodfords  approbation,  I  propose  having 
a  Court  Martial  in  the  gaol  to  morrow  morning  to  examine  every 
military  prisoner  there,  in  order  to  send  such  as  may  be  safety  to  the 
army,  &  such  as  cannot  be  trusted  by  land  to  lend  to  the*  State  navy 
board  for  the  use  of  the  gallies,  that  no  hands,  that  can  Bo  useful 
should  be  idle  at  this  juncture.  I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  respect 
your  Excellencies, 

most  humb'  & 

obcd*  Serv' 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 

Sept  18th,  1777. 

Direciedf 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Col.  Jacob  Mokoan  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Beading,  September  l^Ui,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  rec'd  Tonr  Excellencies  order  of  the  lOth  Instant  for  receiTiDg 
certain  Pnsoners  therein  mentioned,  by  John  Old,  Esq'r.,  ai;^d  tbe 
removal  of  them  from  hence  to  Staunton  in  Virginia.     Also  ^oqt 
orders  of  the  12th  for  calling  ont  the  3d  &  4th  Class  of  y  militit 
which  I'm  in  hopes  will  be  ready  to  march  soon,  but  we  are  badlj  of 
for  want  of  arms.    There^s  at  present  a  great  quantity  of  powder  & 
other  stores  belonging  to  the  States  in  this  town,  and  there  are  two 
Com  pan  js  now  out  of  said  third  and  fourth  Classes  mounting  guard 
over  said  Stores,  the  people  of  the  Town  are  vastly  uneasy  at  htrag 
80  much  Powder  here,  and,  unless  it  be  very  well  guarded,  that  un- 
easiness will  increase  to  a  very  great  Degree ;  as  Fire  happening  to 
the  House  were  the  Powder  is  Lodged  would  tear  the  Town  to  pieoes 
and  destroy  the  whole  Body  of  Inhabitants — ^many  Persons  of  the 
Town  above  53  years  of  ase  would  make  part  of  a  guard,  if  taken 
into  Pay,  which  would  render  it  easy  to  send  so  many  more  of  thd 
militia  as  would  otherwise  be  requisite  for  such  guard.     The  Conti- 
nental Press  and  Medicinal  Store  also  requires  some  guard. 

I  would  be  glad  of  your  Excellency's  direction  in  this  matter.  I 
received  also  this  morning  your  Excellencys  order  for  the  Jtemoval 
of  said  Prisoners  to  Winchester,  which  shall  be  Punctually  Obey'd. 

I  am 

May  it  please  your 

Ezoell'^  your  Excellencys  most 

obed*  devoted  hble  Serv* 

JACOB  MOBGAN,  L.  B.  C. 

Directedj 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  ir.,  Esq.,  President  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia. 

^  Express. 
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Hbnrt  Christ  and  other  Justices  to  PRESUifENT 

Wharton,  1777. 

Reading,  Sept  18tB,  1777. 
Honorande  Domine; 

Bj  Eipress  orders  from  your  Exoellenoy  We  were  informed  tbat 
Ae  third  &  fourth  classes  of  this  coanty  are  called  out  to  join  the 
anny,  Likewise  informing  you  that  a  vast  number  of  Ammunitiou 
b  in  the  Town  of  Reading  or  near  it,  &  that  we  have  called  2  Com- 
pany's of  the  said  third  &  fourth  Classes  to  guard  these  places  (not 
forgetting  the  continental  Treasurer,)  &  have  been  here  about  3  weeks 
or  better  in  actual  service.  Now  Mr.  Morgan  the  Lieutenant  of  the 
GoiAity  Bays  that  he  has  orders  for  said  classes  to  go  to  the  camp  as 
W8  well  know,  but  says  that  he  will  take  'away  these  two  companys 
k  likewise  says  that  he  has  no  orders  nor  dare  not  call  other  guards 
to  relieve  these.  In  the  mean  time  we  can  not  keep  these  stores  here 
without  a  guard,  therefore  requesting  your  opinion  of  the  matter 
wether  these  guards  that  are  here  are  to  remain  untill  there  time  is 
expired  or  other  guards  to  be  called  to  releive  them.  We  should 
have  wrote  to  you  some  time  past  but  had  very  little  timeto  do 
the  same. 

We  remain  your 

most  obedient  Humble  Sv*' 


HENRY  CHRIST  )    t„,.    ^ 

JACOB  SHOEMAKER.  ;    '^^^^^• 


Directed, 

To  The  Hon'ble  Thomas  Wharton,  jr.,  President  of  y*  Common 
Wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
tt  Favour  of  ) 
Mr.  Christem  j 

These  express  on  public  service. 


R.  McCalbstbr,  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Hanover  Town,  Sept  2l8t,  1777. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  I  was  Hon'd  with  y'  Letter  of  the  12th  Instant  &  have 
sent  expresses  to^each  Batalion  in  the  County,  as  to  arms  we  are  at  a 
loss  for,  as  the  last  year  the  arms  was  Nearly  all  taken  to  Campc, 
where  they  mostly  remained. 

The  Nonosasiator9,  then  was  mostly  all  disarmed,  our  situation  at 
present  is  such,  that  belcve  we  abant  be  able  to  send  oat  many  arms 

27* 
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bat  shall  do  all  Possable,  and  shall  send  forth  as  mfrnj  men  ind 
arms  as  in  my  power.  Hearwith  y'  Exelenoy  will  receive  a  list  of 
the  officers  of  this  County  w^  their  Bank,  the  best  I  am  able  to  get, 
Maney  y*  see  are  blank — which  should — Comishions  Com  blank  hear- 
for  those,  perhaps  we  may  git  some  persons  somway  sutable  to  except 
them — as  all  those  Blanks  are  people  who  Refuseth  to  hold  Com* 
ishions  in  the  Militia,  Either  by  Electing  them  or  otherwise,  Midj 
tryals  hath  been  made  in  those  places  to  no  pnrpos.  I  hope  thej 
May  be  sent  by  the  bearer,  Mr.  David  Cantler,  as  many  of  the  offisen 
are  uneasy — and  the  people  perhaps  w'  obey  them  better. 

I  am  w^  Due 

Respect  y  Ezcelencys 

Most  obedient  Hu^>  Servant 

BD.  M'GALESTEB. 
Directedf 

To  His  Exelenoy  Tho*  Wharton,  Esq.,  President  of  the  EzeeotiTe 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 

^  Express 
David  Cantler, 


J 


John  Carothers  to  William  Henrt,  1777. 

Carlisle,  Sept',  25»*,  1777. 
Sir, 

Two  of  the  Justices  of  this  County  have  informed  me  that  in  the 
Course^  of  the  Examination  of  a  Witness,  touching  a  Plot  or  Combi- 
nation of  several  People  to  destroy  the  publick  Magazines  at  l^ncr, 
York  and  Carlisle,  the  Rev*  Thomas  Barton  of  Lane,  Clerk  ii 
named  as  one  at  least  privy  to  that  conspiracy.  He  is  also  charged 
with  carrying  on  Correspondence  with  the  Enemies  of  this  State, 
and  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

I  am  persuaded  this  intelligence  ought  more  properly  to  have 
been  communicated  to  Bartram  Galbreath,  as  your  County  Uent., 
but  least  he  should  not  be  at  home,  I  have  been  advised  to  communi- 
cate to  you.  Sir,  as  one  of  the  Justices  of  Lancaster  County,  the'  I 
am  not  personally  acquainted  with  you.  I  make  no  Doubt  but  that 
you  will  cause  M'  Barton  to  be  secured  in  such  manner  as  your  pru- 
dence shall  direct,  on  reo«  of  this  Letter. 

I  am  S', 
y  very  R^^  Serv*, 

JN-  CAROTHERS, 
Direaea,  ^   Lieut,  of  0.  a 

To  William  Henry,  Esquire;  Laneaater. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVSS  ITtl.  686 


George  Stevenson  to  William  Henrt,  177T. 

Carlisle,  25^  Sep',  1777. 
Bear  Sir, 

Inclosed  you  will  receive  a  Letter  firom  John  Corrithera,  Esq', 
our  County  Lieut.,  bj  w*"**  you  will  know  that  M'  Barton's  Name  is 
brought  on  the  Carpet  as  being  privy  to  the  Tory  Plot,  and  corres- 
responding  with  our  enemies.  1 

M'  BatwcU  is  also  accused  of  being  a  principal  Leader.  A  party 
of  Militia  have  taken  him,  and  I  suppose  by  this  Time  he  is  lodged 
in  York  Goal.  It  is  a  Pity  that  men  who  have  been  employ'd  in 
preaching  the  Gospel  of  Peace  should  be  found  engaged  in  such  base 
Plots. 

Hsve  you  done  any  Thing  towards  securing  David  Copeland,  the 
man  I  spoke  of  to  you  at  Lancaster  ?  I  wish  he  were  secured ;  he 
is  a  material  Witness — having  been  much  employed  carrying  letters 
k  Messages  among  the  Conspirators.  I  shall  be  glad  to  know  what 
you  shall  have  done  in  Consequence  of  Mr.  Carrithers's  Letter. 

I  am  S**, 

y  most  E>^  Serv*, 

GEO.  STEVENSON.    . 

Directed^ 
To  William  Henry,  Esquire,  Lancaster.^ 
Favoured  by  Col  Culbertson. 


William  Paca  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Sir, 

Mr.  James  Tilghman  informs  me  that  he  is  obliged  by  the  Forms 
of  his  Parole  to  return  to  Philad*  within  a  month  or  sooner  if  oalled 
upon.  Conceiving  from  the  great  Change  of  Circumstances  sinoe 
the  taking  of  his  Parole,  that  his  return  may  be  extremely  hazardous 
and  distressing  to  himself  &  Connections,  he  is  very  solicitous  to  be 
bdulffed  with  a  longer  continuance  in  these  parts.  I  have  no  doubts 
at  all  but  Mr.  Tilghman  will  punctually  fulfill  every  engagement  he 
has  made,  and  do  not  apprehend  the  Indulgence  he  requests  can  be 
produeiive  of  any  injurious  Consequences.  Indeed  under  oor  present 


in 
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bat  shall  do  all  Possable,  and  shall  send  forth  as  m$i     ff^avfiv 

arms  as  in  my  power.     Hearwith  j'  Exelency  will  rece     jiBLmi'Mi 

the  officers  of  this  County  w»»  their  Rank,  the  best  I  am        -^^^ 

^laney  y*  see  are  blank — which  should — Comishions  Com 

for  those,  perhaps  we  may  git  some  persons  soraway  sutab 

them — as  all  those  Blanks  are  people  who  Refuseth  to 

ishions  in  the  Militia,  Either  by  Electing  them  or  other 

tryals  hath  been  made  in  those  places  to  no  porpos.    1  ^ 

May  be  sent  by  the  bearer,  Mr.  David  Cantler,  as  many  of       lihfc^''? 

arc  uneasy — and  the  people  perhaps  w'  obey  them  better. 

I  am  w^  Duo 

Respect  y  Excelencys 

Most  obedient  IIu^^  Servant 

RD.  M^GALK 

Directed f 

To  His  Exelency  Tho*  Wharton,  Esq.,  President  of  the  I 

Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia.  y^ 

^  Express           )  Bi*^ 

David  Cantler,  j  a 


r-i 


John  Carothers  to  William  Henrt,  1777. 

Carlisle,  Sept',  25%  . 
Sir, 

Two  of  the  Justices  of  this  County  have  informed  me  tha 
Course  of  the  Examination  of  a  Witness,  touching  a  Plot  or 
nation  of  several  People  to  destroy  the  publick  Magaxinea  at 
York  and  Carlisle,  the  ReV*  Thomas  Barton  of  Lancr,  I 
named  as  one  at  least  privy  to  that  conspiracy.  He  is  also 
with  carrying  on  Correspondence  with  the  Enemies  of  thi 
and  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

I  am  persuaded  this  intelligence  ought  more  properly 
been  communicated  to  Bartram  Galbreath,  as  your  County 
but  least  he  should  not  be  at  home,  I  have  been  advised  to  cc 
cate  to  you.  Sir,  as  one  of  the  Justices  of  Lancaster  Count} 
am  not  personally  acquainted  with  you.  I  make  no  Doubt* 
you  will  cause  M'  Barton  to  be  secured  in  such  manner  ai  y 
dence  shall  direct,  on  rcc'  of  this  Letter. 

I  am  S'^ 

yr  Yery  H*»«  Serv*, 

JN*  CAROTHEB 

Lieut  c 
Jjirectedy  • 

To  William  Henry,  Esquire,  Lancaster. 
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dcBigos  to  Bttaclc  as  early  as  ho  reasonably  can — tho  Event  will 
pTobablj  be  great  cither  way  1  Of  the  Militia  I  chuse  to  b«  silent, 
and  Bee  what  another  tryal  may  produce.  I  fear  the  Lieut's  will  not 
fill  up  near  as  fust  an  the  others  go  away — I  have  sent  to  several  of 
them — Col.  Byard  will  give  you  the  news  at  large. 
I  am  sir,  with  great  respect, 

your  most  obed'  humb)*  serv', 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Directed, 

To  His  EieelleDcy  Tho*  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the  State 
of  PeoDsylvaoia,  Lancaster. 


IssTKncTioNS  Commodore  IIazelwood  to  Captain  Cqa's 
Alexandeb,  1777. 

Off  Fort  Miffling,  September  27",  1777. 
Sir, 

'  In  consequenoe  of  the  Council  beld  this  day,  yon  ftre'henby 
ordered  to  proceed  with  your  ship,  ship  Montgomery,  &.  the  FIt 
sloop,  bU  under  yoar  command,  Up  to  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  h 
thera  to  do  Every  Thing  in  your  Power,  wilb  the  Force  with  you, 
to  annoy  the  Enemy  should  they  attempt  to  Come  in  to  our  City,  & 
abonld  you  see  them  prepariog  any  works  for  Cannon  or  Eaaling 
Cannon  near  the  river,  you  are  in  that  case  to  send  a  Flag  on  shoro 
k  warn  them  if  they  do  not  disist  in  making  any  preparations  of 
Fortifying  any  where,  that  you  will  in  that  case  fire  on  the  City, 
but  as  a  repetition  of  orders  is  on  this  occasion  unnecessary.  But 
moat  Icafe  the  Conduct  &  managemeDt  of  the  whole  To  your  pru- 
dent &  effectuul  management}  you  are  to  take  all  Boats,  Flatta, 
Shallops,  k  any  Graft  whatsoever  From  the  shores,  &  send  them 
down  to  Fort  l«]and — do  not  neglect  this  as  its  a  materia  matter 
for  as,  &  suffer  no  Boat  or  Craft  whatsoever  To  Paas  or  repass  to 
or  &om  the  City,  &  Burn  or  Distroy  any  that  can  not  be  got  away. 
1  Conolude  &  am  sir, 

your  hum*"*  serv', 

JOHN  HAZELTVOOD. 
I>ireclerl, 
To  Chai'**  Alexander,  Esq*,  of  the  Ship  Delaware. 
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Dbmand  of  Records. 

Thomas  Smith,  Esqr. 

Sir, 

I  hereby  demand  of  you  the  Books,  Records  and  other  Papers  and 
Seals  of  Office  of  the  office  of  Prothonotary,  Register  of  Wills,  Re- 
corder of  Deeds,  and  Clerk  of  the  Orphan's  Court  for  the  Conatj  of 
Bedford. 

I  am  Sir,  yours  &c., 

ROBERT  GALBRArre. 

Bedford,  September  29th,  1777. 
Directed^ 

To  Thomas  Smith,  Esqr,  late  Proth^^,  &c. 


Deposition  of  Robert  Galbraith,  &c.,  1777. 

Bed  for  j[  County  ss. 

On  the  twenty  ninth  Day  of  September,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  seven,  Before  me,  the  sob- 
scriber,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  aforesaid, 
Personally  appeared,  Robert  Galbraith  of  the  Town  of  Bedford,  Esq*, 
and  William  Parker  of  Colersun  Township,  in  the  County  aforesaid. 
Esq**,  and  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposeth  and  saith  thai 
on  the  Day  of  the  date  hereof,  they,  these  Deponents,  waited  upon 
Thomas  Smith,  Esauire,  late  Prothonotary,  oc.,  of  the  County  of 
Bedford,  and  the  saia  Robert  Galbraith  demanded  (in  writing  by  de- 
livering into  his,  the  said  Thomas  Smith's  Hands,  an  original  Pk^i 
of  which  the  annexed  is  a  true  Copy,)  of  the  aforesaid  Thomas  South, 
the  Books,  Records,  and  other  Papers  and  Seals  of  Office,  of  the 
offices  of  Prothonotary,  Register  of  Wills,  Recorder  of  Deeds,  and 
Clerk  of  the  Orphan's  Court  for  the  County  of  Bedford.  To  which 
the  said  Thomas  Smith  verbally  answered  that  the  sentiments  of  the 
People  were  to  be  taken  for  a  new  Convention,  and  when  that  wis 
known  if  there  was  a  Majority  he  would  then  immediately  give  them 
up,  or  if  the  Deponent,  Robert  Galbraith,  would  call  the  Township 
Committee  &  they  should  say  he,  the  said  Thomas  Smith,  shdnld 
cive  them  up,  he,  the  said  Thomas  Smith,  immediately  would.  And 
larther  these  Deponents  say  not. 

ROBERT  GALBBATTH, 


Sworn  the  Day  and  Year  afii'd. 
Before^me. 

JAMES  MARTIN 


:i 


WILL-  PABKEB. 
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Supreme  Executive  Council  Col.  Jno.  Carothers,  1777. 

In  CouDcili  Lancaster.  October  l"*,  1777. 
Sir, 

A  petition  signed  by  Gapt.  Brady  and  his  company  of  Militia  of 
your  county  setting  forth  their  situation  with  respect  to  the  classing 
of  its  member  has  been  laid  before  the  council,  and  the  same  having 
been  considered,  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  lots  drawn  by  the  said 
company  at  first  is  according  to  the  law  for  regulating  the  militia  of 
this  state,  however,  it  may  differ  from  the  practice  of  some  other 
companies,  and  therefore  order  that  the  two  first  classes  of  this  com- 
pany do  immediately  march  and  join  General  Washington  without 
further  delay,  and  that  the  third  Class  march  to  Carlisle  to  Guard 
the  stores  there,  according  to  your  direction  therein.  The  council 
confide  in  your  firmness  and  prudence  in  directing  this  business,  in 
which  you  will  receive  the  ready  assistance  of  Cap^  Brady. 

Directed^ 
To  CoL  John  Carothers,  Lieu*  of  Cumberland  Co. 


General  D.  Roberdbau  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

York  Town,  Oct'  1, 1777. 
Sir, 

(General  Gates's  letter,  with  enclosures  to  Congress  ^  express  this 
day  are  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Intelligence  for  publication  and 
will  be  sent  this  afternoon  to  Lancaster  for  that  purpose,  therefore 
transcripts  are  less  necessary,  but  I  would  furnish  them  for  the  satis- 
&ction  of  Council,  if  I  was  not  very  unwell,  as  thereby  thejwnight 
be  famished  with  the  news  a  few  hours  sooner. 

The  Express  gives  a  verbal  account  that  two  spys  were  descried 
by  some  Continental  Troops  round  our  Gen^  Clinton's  Quarters 
habit'd  like  unto  the  British  Soldiers  for  the  very  purpose.  The 
spya  asked  when  they  landed  they  wQre  told  the  day  before  ?  where 
Oen.  Clinton  was,  for  they  had  something  to  communicate,  they 
w^re'  told  they  should  be  conducted  to  him.  When  they  came  into 
his  presence,  with  much  surprise,  they  said  he  was  was  not  the  Gen. 
Clinton  they  enquired  for,  he  replied  he  could  do  their  Business  and 
accordingly  ordered  them  be  hanged  in  an  hour,  but  upon  discovering 
some  important  intelligence  they  were  respited.  In  consequence  of 
this  Information  &o.  Gen.  Clinton,  Gov.  Clinton  and  Gen.  Putman 
were  suddenly  in  motion,  the  number  of  Troops  under  their  com- 
mand or  the  number  of  the  Enemy  or  their  movements,  are  all  un- 
known. A  siuffular  anecdote  I  mast  not  omit.  One  of  the  spys 
when  discovered  swallowed  a  small  silver  Ball,  wUeh  be  was  made 
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to  disgorge  by  the  immediate  application  of  an  emetic,  it  contained 
rnteiligence  from  the  British  officer  Clinton,  who  eomraanded  at  the 
Highlands,  to  Gen*  Burgoyne.  These  anecdotes  will  not  be  pub- 
lished, nor  are  th cj  to  be  depended  on,  nevertheless,  as  I  believe 
them,  they  are  offered  for  your  amusement. 

I  am  with  most  respectful  Btlutation  to  the  Conncil, 
Sir, 

Y'  very  ob*  hum*  Ser* 

DANIEL  BOBERDEAU. 

Directed—To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  J',  Esq',  Presi- 
dent of  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyhania,  Lancaster. 


Jacob  S.  Howell  to  President  Wharton. 

Easton,  October  1st,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  wrote  yon  this  morning  in  a  great  hurry.  Mr.  Levers  informs 
me  he  has  business  with  Council  &  intends  seting  off  to  morrow  morn- 
ing &  as  I  wait  here  only  for  the  direction  of  your  Excellency  k  the 
Council,  could  wish  that  some  instructions  were  sent  to  me  respecting 
the  publick  papers  nnder  my  care.  Mr.  Levers  informs  me  that  Wag- 
gons shall  be  procured  at  a  very  short  notice  for  the  conyeyaoce  of 
the  papers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect. 

Your  Ezcellencys  most  obedient 

&*very  Hnmble  Servant, 

JACOB  S.  HOWELL 
On  public  service. 
IHrtdKd, 
To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jnn.,  Esq',  Lancaster. 
^  fav  Mr.  Levers. 


RrcnrARD  McCalester  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

York  Town,  !•♦  of  Oc%  1777. 
Sir, 

The  Money  I  Becd  som  time  past  is  Expended  in  Baising  the  first 
Class  of  Militia,  This  backwardness  ocationetl  the  bireing  of  Nam- 
bers  I  have  not  been  able  to  Collect  the  Money  Expended  nor  aoey 
of  the  fines  since  for  want  of  the  assistance  of  Magistrates,  there  is 
now  as  mancy  Qualeficd  as  will  perhaps  ons*'  that  purpose,  and  we 
are  beginning  to  put  the  Matter  to  trial. 
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In  the  mean  time  the  second  and  third  Class  is  wanting  and  all- 
mo8l  no  money  not  Exceeding  £100,  .should  j**  Exceilencj  thinke 
proper  to  send  a  supply  of  Money  by  the  bearer,  Mr.  Thomas  Armor, 
we  sbonld  be  inabled  in  the  Meantime  to  forward  those  other  Classes. 
The  Commissions  For  the  offesers  la  much  wanting,  should  be  Ex- 
ceeding Glad  Could  they  be  allso  Forwarded  by  the  Bearer,  as 
Itaney  of  the  offesers  Complain  mnoh  for  want  of  them,  &  Even 
leem  onwilling  to  do  any  dnty  till  they  Receive  them. 

I  this  Moment  Reed  y'  Excelences  order  Respecting  the  Ganrd 
for  the  Prisoners  to  Virginia,  To  which  shall  pay  Particular  at- 
tention. 

I  am  with  due  Respect  yr 

Excellencies  Most  ob' 

Hu"  Servant, 

RICH'  M^CALESTER. 
Directeflj 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennailvania,  Lancaatcr. 

^  Express  by  Mr.  Tho.  Armor. 


James  TilghMan  to  Sup.  Exc.  Council,  1777, 

Chester  Town,  in  Maryland,  Oct'  1, 1777. 

I  wrote  you  by  two  Opportunities  to  obtain  an  extension  of  my 
permission  to  stay  here,  which  you  told  jne  might  be  had,  if  there  should 
be  no  reason  to  conclude  it  would  be  more  likely  that  I  might  be  in 
Gknl.  Howes  wtty  than  when  I  obtained  the  Permission.  I  have  as 
yet  received  no  answer,  which  I  attribute  to  the  Confusion  of  the 
times  and  the  difficulty  of  communication.  To  have  attempted 
going  to  Philadelphia  (as  things  were  circumstanced)  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  my  Month,  in  complyance  with  the  letter  of  my  permission, 
I  thonght  would  be  rather  a  departure  from  the  spirit  and  intent  of 
that  and  my  Parole,  llowever  I  advised  with  Mr.  Paca,  of  the 
Congress,  who  by  the  Governor's  order,  has  the  direction  of  affairs 
in  these  parts,  and  who  was  clearly  in  my  Sentiment,  and  has  done 
me  the  favor  to  write  to  the  Council  to  that  effect.  I  shall  therefore 
remain  here,  agreeable  to  that  part  of  my  Parole  which  allows  me 
to  reside  here,  and  hope  the  Council  will  give  me  their  approbation. 

I  am  y  moat  ob'  Serv*, 

JAMES  TIL6HMAN. 
JHrectedy 
To  Gol«  Matlack,  Secretary  of  the  Executive  Council  of  Pennsil- 
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General  Armstrong  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Camp  at  the  Trapp,  1777. 
Sir, 

This  morning  the  whole  'army  moves  about  mx  miles  nearer  to 
Philad%  looking  out  for  the  more  particular  Position  of  the  Eneinj, 
whether  they  will  come  out  to  us,  as  many  think,  is  yet  uncertain. 
The  General  wou'd  rather  make  than  receive  an  attack,  provided 
circumstances  shou'd  favour  it.  The  Enemies  numbers  douhtka 
exceed  what  we  have  formerly  believed,  we  have  various  reioforoe- 
mentS;  but  not  half  what  has  been  Expected,  perhaps  the  General 
will  acquaint  Congress  with  the  strength  of  his  army,  but  secresj  n 
enjoined  on  his  Council.  Our  Continentals  however  in  my  Opinicm 
fall  short  of  the  numbers  of  the  Enemy.  We  have  now  but  about 
15  hundred  of  the  State  Militia,  &  in  a  few  days  must  fall  ht  Aati 
of  that  number. 

I  am,  in  great  hasto, 

Moet  Respectfully  yours, 

JOHN  A.RMSTRONQ. 

P.  8.  Were  it  not  for  the  object  so  near  in  View  I  shou'd  send 
some  intelligent  Officer  up  to  Council. 

Dtreciedf 

To  Thomas  Wharton,  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvixuii 
Lancaster. 
By  Cap*  Creain. 


Address  of  Council  op  Safety,  1777. 

In  Council  of  Safety, 

.  Lancaster,  OctF  1777. 
Friends  &  Countrymen : 

We  are  again  called  upon  by  General  Washington  for  a  Reinforce- 
ment of  Militia,  &  have  complied  with  his  Requisition  by  ordering 
out  two  additional  Classes,  together  with  such  Delinquents  of  the 
former  Classes  &  Volunteers  as  can  be  prevailed  with  to  join  them. 

Tho'  we  are  sorry  to  say  that  our  former  Calls  have  not  been 
complied  with  on  the  part  of  the  Militia  with  all  that  alacrity  we 
could  wish  to  have  found,  owing,  perhaps,  to  the  discouraging  appear- 
ance of  publick  affairs ;  yet  if  people  will  now  consider  the  true  Sit- 
uation of  Matters  they  will  find  abundant  Reasons  to  rosse  &  animate 
them  to  more  spirited  Exertions.     Our  Brethren  to  the  Northwaid, 
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from  the  joint  operations  of  the  Continental  Troops  &  Militia,  have 
noflt  effectually  crushed  the  attempts  of  the  Enemy  on  that  Quarter 
by  fubduing  the  Army  of  General  Burgoyne,  reducing  the  posts  ia 
bis  possession,  &  making  him  &  all  those  under  his  Command  pris- 
oners of  War.  General  Uowe  has  received  such  a  Shock  at  German- 
Town  that  ho  has  thought  it  advisable  to  withdraw  his  Troops  within 
the  Confines  of  Philadelphia ;  &  on  the  other  Hand,  our  Fort  & 
Shipping  on  the  Delaware  have  hitherto  repulsed  every  Attempt  of 
biB  Fleet  &  Army  to  possess  themselves  of  the  Elver.  It  is  with 
flpreat  Satisfaction,  we  add,  that  by  the  last  advices,  they  have  been 
defeat^  with  Loss  &  Disgrace  in  their  late  attempt  to  carry  the 
Fort  in  Delaware  by  storm.  If,  then,  we  exert  the  Force  we  are 
Masters  of,  his  Army,  cut  off  from  their  shipping  &  confined  to  the 
narrow  Bounds  of  the  City,  must  be  speedily  brought  to  the  same 
IMstresfl,  which  reduced  Burgoyne  to  the  Necessity  of  surrendering. 
With  the  Overthrow  of  this  Army,  we  may  expect  to  put  a  spee<^ 
k  honourable  End  to  this  cruel  War.  The  good  people  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, are  therefore  now  most  earnestly  exhorted  to  make  this  last 
Effort,  with  a  Vigour  of  Resolution  worthy  of  themselves; — worthy  of 
Kreemen.— When  the  British  Arms  last  Winter  threatened  to  over- 
whelm us,  the  Militia  of  Pennsylvania  nobly  stemmed  the  Torrent ; 
now  that  a  brighter  prospect  opens,  we  trust  that  they  will  not  bo 
wanting ;  that  they  will  not  omit  to  share  in  the  Glory  of  putting 
the  last  Hand  to  the  Establishment  of  our  Freedom. 

Should  we  at  this  Time  rest  supinely,  &  thus  suffer  our  Enemy  to 
aaoape  or  revive,  we  have  the  melancholy  prospect  of  a  long  continued 
War  before  us,  &  of  seeing  from  Year  to  Year  scenes  of  Desolation 
k  Cruelty }  our  friends  slaughtered ;  our  Fields  laid  waste ;  &  our 
Families  left  a  prey  to  a  barbarous  &  insulting  Foe. 

Let  not  any  flatter  themselves,  that  by  tamely  folding  their  Arms, 
if  the  Enemy  should  at  last  prevail,  their  Lives  &  property  will  be 
seoored.    Wo  know  how  little  Faith  can  be  put  in  the  specious 

Emiaes  contained  in  the  proclamations  of  the  Enemy ;  &  even  that 
le  protection  which  was  promised,  upon  their  taking  possession  of 
Philadelphia,  has  been  withdrawn,  by  a  new  proclamation,  from  all 
those  who  had  not  already  complied  with  the  terms  of  the  former 
cmes.  Thus  they  deny  to  us  the  power  of  living,  even  in  Slavery, 
unless  they  can  also  pillage  us  of  our  goods  &  Land. 

But,  with  the  aid  of  Heaven,  we  have  Strength  sufficient  if  we 
will  only  exert  it;  the  Militia  of  the  neighbouring  States  are  exert- 
big  themselves  to  assist  us,  &  all  parts  of  the  Continent  will  eontri- 
bate  to  our  aid,  if  we  will  but  join  in  helping  ourselves :  Let  us  then 
rise  like  Men  in  Earnest;  let  us  not  fall  behind  the  other  parts  of 
the  Continent,  but  let  the  Force  oi^  Pennsylvania  be  felt  &  acknowl* 
edged,  as  it  often  has  been  by  the  Enemy ;  let  us  strike  this  last 
Blow  with  such  Effect,  that  we  shall  not  need  to  strike  again.  Then 
•hall  we  forever  bless  the  Day  when  we  nobly  rose  &  drove  the 
Snemy  from  our  Country : — and  our  children's  children  shall  bless  us. 
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Hoping  &  believing  tliat  you  will  tboa  aet,  we  oommend  joa  to 
the  protection  of  the  Almig)ityy  &  look  forward  to  the  speedy  pros- 
pect of  returning  Victory  &  peace,  when  every  nan  shall  ail  under 
his  own  Vine  &  Fig  tree^  &  none  shall  make  hJum  afraid. 


Col.  Bradford  to  Pres't  Wharton,  1777. 
Sir, 

This  Day  week  going  to  Philad',  I  found  a  number  of  Light  Hone 
of  the  Enemy  at  Frankford  and  narrowly  escaped  being  takeo. 
Finding  I  could  not  get  in,  I  set  off  for  the  iirmy  the  next  moroing, 
and  after  I  got  there  consulting  General  Potter  tho't  it  most  advisa- 
ble to  cross  jDelaware  and  got  into  Billingsport,  which  I  accordingly 
did.     I  there  found  Col.  Will  of  the  4*»  JBatt^  with  about  100  men, 
&  Cap"  Maasey  Company  of  Artillery  which  was  reduced  by  deser- 
tion to  12  mon,  after  I  got  in  was  reinforced  by  100  Jersey  Militis 
&  next  day  with  about  50  more.     The  first  of  October  the  £neaiy 
landed  a  number  of  men  near  Eaccoon  Creek ;  various  were  Um 
accounts  of  their  number,  tho'  mostly  agreeing  that  not  less  thas 
500,  but  many  made  them  1000.     We  kept  a  good  look  oat  that 
pight,  and  dispatched  60  of  the  Jersey  men  iq  the  afternoon  to 
harrass  them  if  they  were  on  their  march,  but  thoy  did  not  mofe 
that  Evening.     The  2*  of  October  General  Ncwcome  oame  befors 
Day  and  told  me  he  had  a  few  Militia  on  the  main  fioad  with  one 
Piece  of  Artillery  and  was  going  to  harrfhss  the  Enemy,  and  drnr  off 
what  Jersey  Militia  was  at  the  Garrison  to  join  his  Body.     Oar 
Body  was  now  very  small.     About  8  o'clootk  we  heard  a  firing 
between  the  Enemy  &  General  Newcome  which  contipued  bat  a 
short  time — ^I  got  our  People  under  armsi  but  oould  get  no  aoo^ 
from  General  Newcome  tho'  Majors  Marsh  ^  Boys  were  S|ent  off  for 
that  Purpose,  but  at  last  I  had  certain  account  that  the  Jersey  had 
retreated  and  the  Enemy  were  advancing  to  the  Fort,  on  which  I 
ordered  the  People  into  Boats  and  sept  most  of  them  to  Fort  Islandi 
spiked  up  all  the  Cannon  we  could  not  carry  off,  and  set  the  Ba^ 
racks  &  Bake  House  on  Fire,  but  the  DweUing  House  some  how 
jascaped — We  took  off  all  the  Amunidon — I  stayed  myself  witk 
Cap'  Bobeson  of  the  Continental  Brig  on  shore  for  some  more  certain 
advice ;  about  12  o'clock  the  Enemy  come  on  so  close  thro'  a  eor« 
field  that  they  were  not  more  than  30  ydrds  from  us,  and  begpn  t9 
fi.re  on  us  before  our  Boat  put  off  the  shore,  we  returned  the  fire  with 
G  muskets  we  had  on  board,  and  a  Guard  Boat  we  had  with  us  aba 
fired  on  them,  and  all  got  off,  one  man  only  being  wounded.     I  ai» 
now  at  Fort  Mifflin  and  in  Council  of  all  the  Gap>  of  the  Fleet,  this 
Day  they  requested  that  Cap'  Blewei*,  Cap^  Maseey  &  myaelf  wwU 
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MnaiQ  here  to  act  as  Navy  Board  wbicb  I  sball  do.  Two  of  our 
Oallejs  arc  reduced  &  laid  bj,  the  men  leaving  deserted.  Last  night 
Ctp*  Montgomery 9  1»*  &  2*  Lieut"  &  6  Privates  deserted,  and  I 
believe  if  they  could  get  off,  the  People  on  board  the  whole  Fleet 
#oaId  desert,  for  their  spirits  are  quite  sunk.  The  Enemy  ships 
trd  now  coming  up  to  Billingsport. 

Your  most  H'ble  Serv't, 

W-.  BEADFORD. 

FortMifflin,  Oct'3',  1777.; 

Direded, 

On  public  Service. 

To  His  Excellency  Tho's  Wharton;  Esq%  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  at  Lancaster. 


8T7PBEMB  Executive  Council  to  Robert  Levers,  1777. 

Lancaster,  October  3, 1777. 

CosDcil  have  sent  forward  Mr.  Snyder,  their  door  keeper,  to  take 
ia  charge  the  papers  belonging  to  Council  and  forward  them  to  this 

See.     Your  assistance  will  probably  be  necessary,  and  I  have  no 
ibt  of  your  immediate  attention  to  this  business. 

I  am,  &c., 

T.  W.* 

Directed, 

To  Robert  Levers,  Esq',  Easton. 


Genl.  Armstrong  to  Pres't  Wharton,  1777. 

Camp  near  the  Trapp,  5*"  Octob',  1777. 
Sir: 

By  a  forced  march  of  fourteen  miles  or  upward,  on  Friday  night, 
Gkneral  Washington  attacked  about  sunrise  yesterday  morning,  the 
British  &  Foreign  Troops  encamped  at  Jerman  Town,  Vandurings  Sn 
elaewhere  toward  the  York  Road.  We  marched  by  four  different 
xoates — those  on  the  left  did  not  arrive  so  soon  as  the  Columnes  on 
the  Center  &  Right.  The  Continental  Troops  drove  the  principal  part 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  XL,  p.  814. 
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of  the  Eoemy  at  Jcrman  Town  full  two  miles ;  jet  what  I  shall  say 
a  victiTj  almost  in  full  embvace  was  frustrated,  but  by  what  metns 
cannot  yet  be  easily  ascertained.     I  think  by  a  number  of  casualiiies, 
a  thick  fogg  whereby  not  only  our  ammunition  was  expended  with- 
out an  object,  but  it's  thought  that  our  own  Troops  had  been  taken 
in  an  instance  or  two  for  reinforcements  of  the  enemy^  whereby  a 
panic  &  retreat  ensued,  which  ihe  General  could  not  prevent  I   Thus 
may  it  be  said,  thro'  some  strange  fatality  ('tho'  not  the  less  faulty 
on  our  part,)  that  we  fled  from  victory.     Another  reason  was  the 
time  spent  about  Mr.  Chew's  house,  where  a  number  of  the  Enemy 
took  sanctury,  &  from  which  a  number  of  our  people  were  killed  k 
wounded.     We  can  yet  tell  nothing  perfectly  of  our  lots,  nor  of  that 
of  the  enemy.     General  Nashes  thigh  &  the  bead  of  Major  Wither- 
spoon  were,  it's  said,  both  taken  away  by  one  &  the  same  Canaan 
Ball.     I  shou'd  be  glad  to  send  you  a  Copy  of  Our  Order  of  Battle, 
or  attack,  but  have  it  not  here.     My  destiny  was  against  the  varioai 
Corps  of  Jermans  encamped  at  Mr.  Yanduring's  or  near  the  Falls. 
Their  Light  Horse  discovered  our  approach  a  little  before  sunrise; 
we  canonaded  from  the  heights  on  each  side  the  Wifisibickon,  whilil 
the  Riflemen  on  opposite  sides  acted  on  the  lower  ground.     Aboal 
nine  I  was  called  to  joine  the  General,  but  left  a  party  with  the 
Coll'  Eyers  &  Dunlap,  &  one  field  piece,  &  afterwards  reinforeed 
them,  which  reinfoicem^t,  by  the  by,  however  did  not  joine  them, 
untill  after  a  brave  Resistance  they  were  obliged  to  retreat,  hot  car- 
ried off  the  field  piece,  the  other  I  was  oblig^  to  leave  in  the  Hof- 
rendnous  hills  of  the  Wissihickon,  but  ordered  her  on  a  safe  roat  to 
join  Eyeres  if  he  shou'd  retreat,  as  was  done  aocordingly.     We  pr^ 
ceeded  to  the  left,  and  above  Jcrraantown  some  three  miles,  directed 
by  a  slow  crossfire  of  Canon,  untill  we  fell  into  the  Front  of  a  superict 
body  of  the  Enemy,  with  whom  we  engaged  about  three  quarters  of 
an  hour,  but  their  grape  shot  &  ball  soon  intimidated  &  obliged  ns 
to  retreat  or  rather  file  off.     Until  then  I  thought  we  had  a  "l^otory, 
but  to  my  great  disappointment,  soon  found  our  army  were  gone  an 
hour  or  two  before,  &  we  the  last  on  the  ground.     We  brought  cS 
every  thing  but  a  wounded  man  or  two— lost  not  quite  20  men  on 
the  whole,  &  hope  we  killed  at  least  that  number,  beside  diverting 
the  Hessian  Strength  from  the  General  in  the  morning.     I  have 
neither  time  nor  light  to  add  but  that  I  am  respectfully  yours. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Directed^ 
The  Honorable  Thos.  Wharton;  Lancaster. 
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Resolutions  op  Congress,  1777. 

In  Congress,  Oct  6, 1777. 

BesolTed, 

That  80  mneh  of  tbe  rcsolntion  of  the  23'  day  of  March,  1776,  as 
directs  that  tbe  wages  of  seamen  &  mariners  taken  on  board  British 
merchant  yessels  be  paid  &  deducted  out  of  the  prize  money,  be 
repealed,  ft  made  null  ft  Toid. 

BflMlvedy 

That  all  masters,  officers  ft  mariners,  ft  all  subjects  of  the  king  of 
Ofeat  Britain,  taken  on  board  any  prize  made  by  aoy  continental 
Tcssel  of  war  be  hereafter  considered  as  prisoners  of  war,  &  treated 
m  raeh ;  ft  that  the  seamen  &  mariners  of  such  prize  be  confined  in 
the  seals  or  some  other  secure  place  in  this  state,  to  which  the  prize 
shall  be  carried ;  ft  it  is  recommended  to  the'several  states  to  consider 
ft  treat  all  captains,  officers  ft  mariners,  ft  all  subjects  of  the  king  of 
Oreat  Britain,  taken  on  board  any  prize  made  by  any  yessel  fitted 
out  by,  or  carried  into  any  state  by  any  privateer  or  letter  of  marque^ 
as  prisoners  of  war. 

BesoWedy 

That  it  bo  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  to 
piBB  laws,  declaring  that  any*person,  his  aider  or  abettor,  who  shall 
wilfnlly  ft  maliciously  bum  or  destroy ,'or  attempt  or  conspire  to  bum 
or  destroy  any  magazine  of  provisions,  or  of  military  or  naval  stores 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  or  if  any  master,  officer,  seaman,  mari- 
ner, or  other  person  intrasted  with  the  navigation  or  care  of  any  oonti- 
nental'vesselj,  shall  wilfully  .ft  maliciously  bum  or  destroy,  or  attempt 
or  conspire  to  bum  or  destroy  any  such  vessel,  or  shall  wilfully 
bistray  or  voluntarily  yield,  or  deliver,  or  attempt  to  conspire  to 
betray,  yield  or  deliver  any  such  vessel  to  the  enemies  of  the  United 
Stales,  such  person,  his  aider  or  abettor,  on  legal  conviction  thereof, 
shall  suffer  death  without  benefit  of  clergy. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Secy. 


All  printers  are  desired  to  insert  &  continue  the  foregoing 
Istions  in  their  public  newspapers  at  least  six  months. 


reso- 
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Col.  Bradford  to  Prbs.  Wharton,  1777. 

Fort  Mifflin,  October  7, 1777. 

I  wrote  yoa  a  few  Days  ago  informing  of  the  Lobs  of  Billingsport 
The  Troops  that  took  Possession  of  that  Place  consisted  of  Iligh* 
landers,  and  Marines  from  the  Men  of  War,  about  Thirteen  or 
Fourteen  Hundred  in  Number,  by  the  most  Intelligent  People  thai 
I  have  spoke  with.     The  4th  October,  they  embarked  all  their  men 
but  300,  after  making  some  Efforts  to  remove  or  weigh  the  Cbe- 
vauz  de  Frize,  which  I  believe  they  could  not  EffeoL     Yesterday 
afternoon  the  Enemy  Set  Fire  to  all  the  Works  &  Houses  that  were 
left  at  Billingsport,  and  embarked  the  Men.     In  the  Evening,  Com- 
modore Hazelwood  went  down  and  attacked  the  Ships  very  Smartly*, 
they  got  under  Way  and  fell  down  to  Chester,  where  nine  of  them 
now  lays.    I  was  in  Billingsport  this  morning,  and  every  Thing 
that  would  take  Fine  is  burnt,  and  most  of  the  Ambrosers  dmtroyed. 
The  Commodore  is  now  sending  down  a  Soow  to  bring  off  the  Iron 
Work  that  is  there.     Mr.  Saml.  Massey  having  a  Sam  of  Money 
by  him  near  this  Place  we  have  browed  it  and  have  ordered  the 
Fleet  to  be  paid  their  Month's  Wages.     Our  Fire  Ships  are  very 
badly  off  for  Men ;  the  Vesuvius  Brig  &  Strumblo  Ship  have  not 
one  Hand;  they  are  now  stripped  of  their  Bigging,  &o.,  and  ready 
for  sinking  in  snch  Places  as  may  be  thought  necessary,  if  the 
Enemy's  Ships  should  attempt  to  come  up ;  tho'  I  am  of  opinioi 
they  think  they  cannot  possibly  get  thro'  the  Chevaux  de  Friaes  at 
Billingsport.     A  prodigious  Desertion  has  prevailed   among  tke 
Qalleys;  a  few  nights  ago,  Capt.  Montgomery  lost  Eleven  Men; 
last  Night,  after  tho  Action,  Capt.  Mitchei  lost  Twelve;  Three 
other  Galleys  are  so  reduced  that  all  theit  men  will  not  Man  One 
Qalley.     We  are  pretty  well  off  for  Cattle,  and  shall  get  some 
more  on  the  Island  this  Day,  and  the  Boats  are  just  now  goins  of 
to  fetch  six  Waggon  loads  of  Flour  that  is  at  Timber  Creek  Bridge. 
Capt.  Blewer  is  gone  up  to  General  Washington  for  a  few  Days.    I 
shall  do  all  I  can  for  the  good  of  the  Cause,  and  am 

Your  most  obedient,  H"*  Servant, 

WM.  BRADFORD. 

^  P.  S. — I  am  confident  the  Fleet  cannot  get  up  this  River  as  wi 
are  now  situated — Tho'  should  they  get  Red  Bank,  were  we  ha?e 
not  one  Man,  I  do  not  know  the  Consequence. 

Three  Days  ago  the  Men  of  War  sent  up  a  Flag  to  tho  Commo- 
dore, desiring  him  to  give  up  the  Fleet,  and  he  should  with  his  men 
have  his  Majesty's  Pardon  and  be  treated  kindly.  Tho  Commo- 
dore sent  him  Word  he  should  defend  the  Fleet  to  the  last,  and  not 
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ghre  them  up,  and  was  not  afraid  of  all  the  Ships  they  ooulcl  bring, 
and  desired  they  would  send  no  more  such  Flags. 

On  Public  Service.    To  His  Excellency  Thos.  Wharton,  Esq'r., 
Fxeaident  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania,  at  Lancaster. 


Mittimus  for  Michael  Immel,  1777. 

Penns*  Ss. 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  Ootob'  7, 1777. 

Beceive  into  your  custody  the  body  of  Michael  Immel  of  this 
burrough,  and  him  safely  keep  until  he  shall  be  discharged  by  due 
course  of  law.     The  account  which  he  gives  of  the  escape  of 
Brookes  and  McKenzic,  two  prisoners^  in  his  custody,  afford- 

ioi^'jost  grounds  to  suspect  that  he  was  aiding  and  assisting  in  the 
laid  escape.  And  for  your  so  doing  this  shall  be  your  sufficient 
Wiarrant. 

,  now  in  your  Custody,  appears  by  his  own  Confes- 
rion  to  have  negligently  suffered  Brookes,  Yeoman,  who  was 

ioi  the  Custody  of  said  M.  Immel,  charged  with  high  Treason,  Ik, 
lf«K  ,  also  in  the  Custody  of  said  Immel,  as  a  prisoner  of  War,  to 
eacape  &  go  at  large,  &  whereas  there  is  good  reason  to  suspect  that 
said  M.  Immel  hath  willfully  permitted  said  B.  &  McK.  to  escape 
Ji  go  at  large  as  aforesaid,  contrary  to  his  duty,  these  are  therefore 
to  commit  said  M.  I.  to  your  keeping  in  the  common  Goal  of  the 
County  of  Lancaster,  to  answer  the  premises,  &  to  be  Dealt  with 
aeoording  to  his  demerits,  &  untill  Council  shall  otherwise  order  con- 
cerning s*  M.  I. 


Col.  Bradford  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 
8-, 

I  wrote  you  two  Days  ago.  Yesterday  we  sent  down  to  examine 
the  Chevaux  de  Frize  at  Billingsport,  and  find  that  the  two  last 
tluit  were  sunk  to  stop  up  the  Gap  are  remove  higher  up  and  put 
OB  one  side,  so  that  a  Ship  may  warp  tbro\  A  Ship  &  Brig  are 
now  preparing  to  be  sunk  in  the  Gap,  which,  if  we  can  Effect,  will 
•top  the  Channel.  A  large  Fleet  of  Vessels  are  now  as  high  as 
New  Castle.     Last  Night  a  large  Body  of  the  Enemy  came  from 

*  *  See  Col.  Records,  YoL  XI.,  p.  815. 

Vol.  v.— 28 
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Philad',  and  have  ereoted  a  Battery  near  the  mouth  of  ScbujlilL 
Our  Qalleys  fired  at  them  in  the  Night  and  thia  Morning,  but  I 
believe  with  very  little  damage. 

Your  most  H*^  Scrv*, 

WM.  BRADFORD. 

Fort  Mifflin,  Oct'  8*S  1777. 

The  Commodore  is  not  under  the  least  douJi>t  of  stoping  the  Chan- 
nel, and  if  they  should  warp  thro'  he  ean  destroy  them. 

Directedj 

On  public  Service.     To  His  Excellency  Tho*  Wharton,  Esq', 
President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster. 


Robert  Lbvers  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun'r.,  Esquire  Present 
of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania^ 

Sir, 

As  a  member  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  sincere  friend  to  tbe 
cause  of  the  United  States  of  America,  I  oonoeive  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  lay  before  your  Excellency  the  following  Representation— 

The  Inhabitants  of  Easton  express  great  anxiety  and  uneasiness  ti 
Maj.  Daiken,&  Maj.  Edminston,  Prisoners  of  War,  remaining  in  that 
town,  more  especially  Major  Daiken  at  this  particular  &  alarming  crisis 
when  so  great  a  quantity  of  Stores  of  the  First  consequence  to  the  Pre- 
servation of  the  United  States  are  lodged  in  Easton  &  other  Parts  of 
Northampton  County ;  Major  Daiken  was  an  officer  in  the  Jersey  Mili- 
tia ;  it  appears  great  confidence  had  been  placed  in  him  by  his  country- 
men,  whom  he  treacherously,  and  traiterously  deceived,  by  going  over 
to,  &  joining  the  enemy,  among  some  of  whom  he  was  sometime  since 
made  a  Prisoner.  At  the  time  the  Prisoners  of  War  were  lodged  at 
Easton,  Congress  gave  orders  for  their  removal  to  Dumfries  in  Vir- 
ginia ;  Major  Daiken  prevailed  on  Col.  Robert  Lettice  Hooper  to 
permit  a  letter  from  Major  Daiken  to  be  forwarded  by  Express  to 
some  principal  officer,  whose  interest  was  intreated,  that  Major  Daikei 
might  remain  at  Easton,  or  be  sent  to  his  seat  in  Jersey  on  his 
parole — He  is  suffered  to  remain  at  present  at  Easton,  Major  Daiken's 
family.  Viz.,  his  wife,  niece  &  son  are  frequently  crossing  Delawaie 
to  Easton  to  visit  him,  &  his  former  conduct  gives  too  much  reason 
to  admit  of  a  suspicion  of  his  still  remaining  inimical  to  the  American 
cause,  &  capable  of  holding  a  correspondence  prejudicial  to  its  true 
Interests.    It  is  a  certain  fact  that  the  Prisoners  of  War^  whilst  |t 
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BMtOD,  weie  always  possessed  of  the  earliest  &  best  IntelligeDce,  one 
Mod  reason  assigned  therefor,  was  their  intimate  oonneetion  with 
Lewis  Gordon,  Esqaire,*  with  whom  seyeral  of  them  lodged.  Mr. 
Gordon's  son  William  in  Philadelphia  with  his  sister  Mrs.  Afliok 
almost  constantly,  and  it  is  said  he  has  Intelligence  from  thenee,  onoe 
car  fcwioe  a  week  regularly,  His  eldest  son  John  went  off  for  Philadel* 
phia,  as  it  were,  privately,  (after  haying  applied  to  Ool.  Hooper  for 
»  pass,  who  says  he  denied  him)  bat  a  few  days  before  General  Howe 
entered  Philadelphia,  &  it  is  to  be  feared  he  took  Letters  from  the 
oflbsen,  and  has  not  sinoe  returned  to  Easton,  whether  or  no  Mr. 
Lewis  Gordon  is  friendly  or  not,  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  say,  one 
tiling  I  know,  that  whilst  the  affairs  of  America  wore  a  blooming 
■ipecty  he  was  sick,  langaid  &  dejected ;  bnt  now,  on  the  late  unfii* 
Torable  change  of  American  affairs  he  is  brisk  &  lively,  &  in  his 
countenance  expresses  the  highest  satisfSaction.  The  County  of  North* 
ampton  now  contains  a  ereat  body  of  Stores,  which  if  lost  may  prove 
onr  Bnin.  This  naturally  affects  the  minds  of  many  in  the  County, 
ft  leads  them  to  wish  that  no  Prisoners  of  war  might  be  suffered  to 
lemain  in  the  County.  The  Possession  of  the  Ferry  at  Easton  at 
this  important  moment  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest  Trust;  Persons  of 
all  Characters  are  passing  &  repassing  both  at  Delaware  &  Leheigh, 
k  as  the  Ferriage  is  constantly  paid  to  Mr.  Gordon  or  some  of  his 
Family,  it  affords  an  opportunity  of  conveying  &  insinuating  back* 
warda  and  forwards  whatever  Intelligence  a  dislike  to  the  American 
aaaae  may  be  the  means  of  suggesting. 

It  was  pressed  on  me  by  Col.  Joseph  Deane,  in  particular,  to  re- 
frasent  to  your  Excellency,  the  present  situation  of  the  Ferry,  from 
the  great  numbers  of  Waggons  continually  passing  and  repassing,  ft 
gnat  concourse  of  Officers,  Soldiers,  ft  Travellers,  the  Ferry  as  well 
•m  Leheigh  as  Delaware,  are  become  not  only  objects  of  great  con- 
aeauence  but  of  great  profit,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  kept  in  such 
order  as  to  answer  every  the  most  sudden  Emergency  j  whereas  Col. 
Dean  says  there  is  only  one  Boat  in  use  belonging  to  Mr.  Gordon. 
There  are  two  other  Boats  used  by  Mr.  Gordon  belonging  to  the 
Ferryman  on  the  Jersey  side,  one  Hawk,  who  complains,  that  his 
Two  Boats  are  constantly  occupied  by  Mr.  Gordon,  without  any 
Batiafkotion  given  to  him  for  the  use  thereof,  or  anything  advanced 
for  Repair,  and  Hawk  says  he  cannot  get  the  possession  of  his  boats, 
the  public  service  requiring  them.  Col.  Dean  farther  requested,  that 
I  would  represent  to  your  Excellency,  that  Mr.  Gordon  had  Two 
large  Boats  lying  on  the  shore,  which  at  a  trifling  expense  might  be 
apaired  ft  made  useful,  but  that  he  refuses  doing  anything  towards 
them,  altho  the  present  Exigency  requires,  that  every  Boat  ahou'd 
be  in  order.  The  Enemy's  motions  are  uncertain,  and  the  great 
Quantity  of  Stores  in  Northampton  County  requires,  that,  in  case 
of  necessity,  we  shou'd  be  in  the  greatest  readiness  to  remove  them. 

See  order  for  his  arrest,  p.  490. 
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On  Heoeit  of  Yoar  Ezcellenoy's  Letten  to  Ool.  Hooper  and  myself 
respectiog  waggons,  it  was  proposed  by  Ool.  Hooper  that  I  ihoald 
sooompanj  some  of  the  prisoners  to  Lanoaster,  that  I  night  laj  be- 
fore yonr  Exeellenoy  the  inoonyenienoes  that  might  arise,  froB 
waiting  to  receiTe  immediate  orders  from  eonndl  for  waggons,  whes 
perhaps  the  demand  for  them  won'd*admit  of  no  delay ;  it  was  pro^ 
posed  at  that  time  the  prisoners  were  to  leave  Easton  last  Sniidaj 
was  a  week ;  Col.  Hooper  went  to  Bethlehem,  Ac.,  ft  on  hu  reton, 
had  ooncladed  to  desist  from  applying  to  Gonnoil,  but  to  hire  waggoai 
at  the  best  rate  he  conld,  and,  if  that  oonld  not  be  effeoted,  to  giia 
orders  for  impressing,  telling  me,  that  Ool  Weitiel  &  OoL  IXomw 
bad  promised  him  assistence  with  Mr.  Jennings,  and  that  he  sooa 
expected  a  mandamns  from  General  Washington  for  that  pnrpoia 
This  Col.  Hooper  informed  me  of  the  morning  I  lefl  Easton,  wkea 
I  applied  to  him,  for  his  letter  to  yonr  Excellency  on  the  snb^eot  oi 
Waggons,  at  which  time  he  was  dispatohing  Mr.  Jennings  &  othen 
for  Waggons,  saying  that  Fifteen  Hundred  Waggons  were  wanted 
to  remove  the  stores  from  Trenton. 

It  has  given  not  a  little  anxiety  to  some,  that  any  Persons  shoaM 
be  employed  in  Public  offices  of  Trust,  in  the  several  Departmento 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  who  have  not  given  Security  to  the 
Public,  that  the  persons  so  employed,  are  attached  to  ito  true  interests, 
and  this  security  it  is  thought  cannot  be  better  given,  than  by  eon- 
forming  to  the  Laws  of  the  State,  and  taking  the  Test  required  by 
Law.  It  is  thought  that  all  persons  residing  in  this  Stote,  who  do  not 
hold  any  office  immediately  under  Congress,  such  as  Deputy  ft  Assis- 
tont  Quarter  masters,  Deputy  ft  Assistant  Oommisaarya,  ft  so  fbrt^ 
should  be  suspended,  till  they  have  taken  the  oath  of  AUegianee,  ft 
Fidelity  to  this  State,  as  they  are  immediately  employed  therein, 
altho  their  employ  notwithstending  may  extend  to  the  g«oeml  senrioe 
of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient 

humble  Servant 

ROBERT  LEVBR& 
Lancaster,  October  8th,  1777. 

Directed, 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jnn'r  Esquire,  President  of 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn* 
sylvania. 
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*CoL.  Melcher  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Uaj  it  please  your  Ezoeiry, 

*  I  would  beg  leare  to  refer  joa  to  my  letter  a  few  days  ainoe.  I 
Wiolo  Mr.  Haooock  on  y*  Subjeot  of  Barracks,  &,  have  hitherto 
aai  received  any  answer  from  him  or  Y'  Ez'cy ;  permitt  me  to  repre« 
■ant  to  you  the  necessity  of  its  being  Imediately  taken  in  handT  by 
Oflogresa  or  y*  Council  of  this  State,  we  are  now  taking  public  places 
of  worship  here,  as  well  as  in  N^  bampton  for  Hospitals  &  privates 
hl«aoii  which  is  very  distressing  to  y*  country,  particularly  at  this 
pariod  when  many  of  our  worthy  fellow  citisens  are  wandering  from 
ylftoe  to  place  for  Shelter,  &  when  they  are  so  fortunate  as  to  meet  with 
OM  to  be  turn'd  out  perhaps  in  y*  dead  of  winter  for  y*  sick  soldery 
^-it  is  dreadfully  it  is  yet  time  to  provide.  If  I  receive  your  or 
Ckmgrees  orders  you  may  depend  on  a  Vigilant  attention  to  the 
Inteieat  of  my  bleeding  country. 

I  am  with  difference  &  Respect, 

Your  Ex'y, 

Your  most  obed't 

h'ble  s't, 

I.  MELCHER. 

Beading,  8  Oct.  1777. 

"  P.  8. — Aa  soon  as  y*  wounded  &  sick  here  and  Esscorts  here  are 
fVOfid'd  with  quarters  I  shall  return  to  Lancaster.  I  have  eogag'd 
a  quantity  of  wood  here  to  supply  2  or  300  sick  this  winter.  Shou'd 
Chiucil  recommend  y«  building  Barracks  to  Congress  I  beg  your 
Bzocll'y  interposition  in  my  favor. 

Am  as  above, 

Your  Ex'y, 

h'ble  s't, 

I.  M. 

I^ireeted. 

'  His  Ezceiry  Thomas  Wharton^  Esq.,  President  of  Council 

Favor'd  by  \ 

Mr.  Bittenhouse.    j 
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RoBEBT  Levbrs  TO  Pbssidsnt  Whabton,  1777. 

Lancaster^  October,  8"^,  1777. 
Sir, 

After  I  had  reoeived  my  oamminiQiD  from  tlie  Supreme  Bseeotife 
Ckrancil  to  hold  the  office  of  Prothonotary  &  Clerk  of  the  Orphaai^ 
Goart  for  Northampton  Gounty,  I  watted  on  Mr.  Oordoo  at  Bastos, 

Kdneed  the  GommisnottSi  &  raqaeated  the  Papers  &  Beoorda  be- 
giDg  to  the  offices ;  many  of  which  he  has  doliTcred,  bat  there  aiw 
many  yet  in  hb  PoBseaaion. 

When  I  had  repeatedly  waited  on  Mr.  Gordon  myaelf,  in  perii% 
k  requested  Mr.  Traill  to  do  the  tame,  at  his  instance,  witbomt  whom 
be  said  he  conld  not  find  the  Papers,  I  found  he  declined  delireriag 
np  the  remainder  of  the  papers  thro'  one  evanon  or  other ;  I  there- 
fore wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Gordon,  setting  forth  therein  the  Papers 
atill  in  hia  possession  that  I  knew  of,  besides  others  which  possibly 
might  be  which  I  could  not  directly  disooyer,  as  well  belonging  to 
the  offices  of  Prothonotary  &  Orphan's  Court  as  tlA  Sessions,  the 
Justices  having  nominated  me  clerk  of  the  Sessions,  and  in  the  letter 
acquainted  him  that  after  Mr.  Traill  ft  myself  frequently  waiting  on 
him  I  was  sorry  to  feel  tnyself  under  the  disagreeable  neoessity  of 
making  a  demand  of  the  Papers  in  writing.  This  letter  was  delivered 
by  the  Gaoler,  Mr.  Ehler,  who  said  Mr.  Gordon's  answer  was,  he 
did  not  know  what  the  man  meant,  he  had  no  Papers  in  hia  Possei- 
sion,  the  contrary  of  which  Mr.  Traill  well  knew. 

At  last  September  Court  I  applied  to  the  Jostieea,  who  sent  for 
Mr.  Gordon,  but  I  do  not  understand  any  thing  was  determined,  A 
the  Papers  still  remain  with  him. 

Having  examined  the  Papers  in  my  Fossessioii  I  find  that  there 
remans  with  Mr.  Gordon  vis., 

Common  Pleas. 

Writs  for  March  &  June,  1776. 

All  the  Reports  of  Auditors. 

A  day  book,  in  which  Writs  &  Executions  &  all  Process  issuing 
out  of  the  office  are  indiscriminately  entered  as  applied  for  daily. 
which  doubtless  ought  to  be  lodged  in  the  office  to  settle  any  dispate 
that  might  arise  on  y*  Priority  of  date  of  an  Execution  isssued,  and 
which  Mr.  Traill  tells  me  Mr.  Gordon  says  the  offiMse  has  no  Boaneis 
with. 

Orphans'  Court     * 

Sundry  Papers.    Records  from  1755  to  1758.  * 

Sessions. 
Papers  from  1752  to  1758.    Sessions  March  1776.    Seyeral  other 
Papers  &  Records  which  I  cannot  enumerate,  having  mislaid  the 
Copy  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Gordon  at  the  time  I  left  Baston. 
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All  tbe  TndietmeDte  &  Bills  found  by  the  Grand  Jury,  which  Mr. 
Gordon  told  me,  in  tbe  Presence  of  the  Justices,  as  Clerk  of  the 
Sessions,  I  had  nothing  to  do  with.  That  they  were  lodged  with 
him  by  the  King's  attorney.  I  apprehend  Indictments  of  Grand 
Jarieff  to  be  Papers  of  Record,  &  ought  to  be  lodged  with  the  Court 
or  the  proper  officer  of  the  Court.  An  old  Indictment'  may  be 
called  for  Seven  years  hence. 

I  beg  your  Excellency  in  Council  will  be  pleased  to  take  this  mat- 
tar  into  consideration  &  give  such  directions  therein  as  shall  be  judged 
expedient 

When  the  Court  nominated  me  Clerk  of  the  Sessions,  the  mode  of 
reoommending  Two  or  more  Persons  to  your  Excellency  in  Council 
that  one  of  them  might  be  approved  by  Council  was  not  adverted  to ; 
and  thro'  the  critical  Situation  of  affairs  it  was  unluckily  omitted  at 
the  last  Court. 

I  am, 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Your  Excellency's 
Most  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

ROBERT  LEVERS. 

Dirtetedy 

T6  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun',  Esquire,  President  of 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


GSNERAL  ArMSTRONQ  TO  PRESIDENT  WhARTON,   1777. 

Camp  near  the  Trapp,  8^*  Octob',  1777. 

Sir,  . 

The  necessary  absence  of  the  Adjutant^eneral,  and  hurry  in  pre* 

Ering  to  change  our  Encampment  to  move  to  morrow  (toward  a 
iptist  meeting  House  beyond  the  N.  Wales  road)  prevents  my  send- 
ing Council  a  return  of  the  Militia,  which  you  may  expect  from  the 
next  new  ground.  They  have  however  for  some  time  past  been  about 
seventeen  hundred,  the  last  return  to  the  General  I  know  wanted  of 
15  hundred  fit  for  duty.  Yesterday  &  to  day  we  have  by  the  ex- 
piration of  time  had  a  great  falling  off,  but  a  number  also  coming  in. 
Have  just  now  sent  an  officer  express  to  AUentown,  where  I  hear 
near  two  hundred  are  assembled,  probably  waiting  for  arms.  At 
preaent  it  will  not  do  to  send  the  arms  of  the  free  to  the  various 
LieutenaatSi  the  faces  of  whom  ^e  see  not,  and  their  habitations  of  late 
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changeable,  did  only  one  from  each  Oouotj,  wheDce  various  CluBes 
have  issaed,  attend  the  Camp,  many  substitatea  might  be  retdned 
that  now  go  off.  Some  others  also  when  free  say  if  they  had  a 
months  pay  they  would  stay  longer.  Indeed,  at  a  crisia  like  the 
present  every  essential  of  the  army  shou'd  be  present  with  it  I  lia?e 
this  day  ordered  for  Reading  a  number  of  insufficient  arms,  ezpccting 
there  may  be  an  armorer  there^  and  shall  carry  on  those  fit  for  use 
to  arm  the  men  at  Allen  town. 

I  can  give  you  but  a  faint  idea  of  our  many  perplexities,  among 
which  is  the  villianoas  practice  of  thieving  Ouns,  Gnnlocks,  amma- 
nition,  more  especially  on  hasty  and  night  movements,  which  I  oould 
not  have  imagined  the  Militia  capable  of.  Coll.  Ball  is  now  in  A  a 
return  will  go  with  this  letter  whereby  you  will  see  how  far  short  we 
are,  and  this  morning  the  General  has  pressed  me  to  hold  fast  &  call 
forward  all  I  possibly  can  for  the  field,  whereby  together  with  variooi 
other  marks  I  am  persuaded  he  has  another  effort  near  in  view. 
Happy  shall  we  be  if  well  carried  through  the  third  general  engage- 
ment. The  Enemy  are  at  work  at  Jermantown — 'tis  a  strong  vil- 
liage,  streets,  &  sundry  houses  &  dare  say  will  be  Barricaded,  also  at 
Philad*,  where  canon  are  fixed  in  various  places.  I  think  they  will 
also  throw  a  Bridge  of  some  sort  over  Grey's  Ferry,  not  only  to  main- 
tain  a  communication  with,  but  secure  a  retreat  to  their  shiping.  Haid 
it  is  to  concert  the  next  mode.of  attack.  God  only  can  open  the  doon 
of  access.  It  is  said  as  soon  as  Howe  has  fortified  he  is  to  seek  as  ia 
the  field,  to  which  we  have  no  objection.  Seldome  was  victory  more 
nearly  won,  nor  strangely  lost,  as  on  Saturday  last.  They  are  how- 
ever severely  chastised.  Meeting  houses  near  the  hill,  the  Hospital 
&  other  places  crowded  with  their  wounded  &  perhaps  some  of  ours. 
Gen'  Agnew  killed,  Sir  W"  Erskin  &  Grant  wounded,  tho'  that  of 
Erskin  not  yet  so  fully  ascertained.  They  have  evacuated  Billingi- 
port,  which  may  be  considered  either  as  a  mark  of  their  expecting  an 
early  visit  Arom  us,  or  intention  to  pay  one.  Yesterday  in  council 
four  hundred  Continental  troops  were  order'd  for  Bed  Bank  in  order 
to  succour  our  shiping  &  Fort  Island,  as  well  as  prevent  the  Enemy 
taking  possession  of  it.  Whether  the  General  will  countermand 
tho  detatchment  on  since^earing  the  evacuation  of  BilIingq[K)rt  I 
can't  say.  We  lost  grei^  part  of  yesterday  with  a  deputatioii  of 
Quakers  from  their  yearly  meeting — ^Wall,  Emlen,  Josboa  Morris  ft 
two  others  declaring  their  own  &  the  innooenoe  of  their  Body,  desir- 
ing prejudices  ags*  them  might  be  removed  as  a  Society,  aceking  ia 
the  world  only  peacoi  truth  &  righteousnessi  with  equal  love  to  all 
men  &o.  And  asking,  in  a  dark  manner,  his  aid  for  their  Inethring 
in  exiloi  &c.  The  General  was  for  sending  them  to  you  &  to  Con- 
gress who  had  banished  their  friendsi  they  then  retracted  that  part 
of  their  embassy  respecting  the  banished  friends,  said  that  rather  lay 
with  their  Committee  of  Sufferings.  The  General  gave  them  their 
dinner  &  ordered  them  only  to  do  penance  a  few  days  at  Potts  unlil 
their  beards  are  grows,  for  which  they  seemed  yery  (baiikfiiL 
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I'm  afraid  by  mistake  I  have  sent  you  a  letter  for  General  Gates, 
if  so  please  to  forward  it  thro'  the  channel  of  Congress  or  otherwise. 
I  am  Sir, 

Witii  great  respect, 

Y**  most  obed^  hamb**  Serv% 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
On  the  pablick  service. 

Directed, 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton;  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Lin  caster. 

By  an  officer^  By  Mr.  Patrick  Linch. 


"EXTKACTS    OP    A    LETTER    PROM    A     GeNTLEIMAN     OP 

Character*  to  a  Member  op  Congress." 

Albany,  9*^  Oct',  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

''  Two  or  three  Days  past  have  produced  very  importhant  Events 
in  this  department.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  7%  an  action  com- 
menoed  about  3  o'clock  between  the  Pickets  of  the  two  Armies, 
which  being  reinforced  on  each  side  was  continued  till  it  drew  out 
the  whole  of  Major  Gen'l  Arnolds  Division  on  our  left,  and  part  of 
Oen'i  Lincoln's  Division.  The  contest  was  warm,  &  continued  with 
obstinacy  on  both  sides  until  Evening,  when  our  Troops  gained  the 
advanced  lines  of  the  Enemy  on  the  Right ;  these  lines  and  other 
works  forming  an  Extent  of  about  half  a  mile,  our  people  entered 
and  keplT  encamping  on  the  ground  all  night.  Here  they  found 
themselves  possessed  of  about  330  Tents  with  Kettles  of  corn  boiling 
— nine  brass  Cannon  from  6  to  12  pounders,  &  200  prisoners — tho 
dead  were  numerous ;  wo  also  seized  the  Baggage  &  Plunder  of  the 
Flying  Enemy.  Among  the  prisoners  are  Sir  Francis  Carr  Clark, 
Aid  da  Camp  to  Gcn^  Burgoync — a  quarter  master  Gen^  said  to  bo 
a.Oarleton ;  Maj'  Ackland,  Maj'  Williams  of  Artillery,  and  several 
ofchers  of  Distinction.  It  was  expected  the  action  would  be  renewed 
next  Morning.  A  Cannonade  indeed  began,  but  it  produced  nothing 
material.  We  regret  that  in  the  action  of  the  7^  Instant  Maj'  Gen' 
Arnold  received  a  dangerous  Wound  in  the  Leg.  Next  morning 
Maj'  Gen'  Lincoln  was  also  wounded  near  the  same  place  &  manner 
—we  heard  they  must  loose  a  leg  each.  Besides  these  accidents  our 
Troops  suffered  little — they  behaved  with  great  Bravery  and  lntre« 
pidity,  and  have  a  second  time  triumphed  over  the  valour  of  Veteran 
Troops.  The  Cannonade  of  yesteniay  proves  now  to  have  been 
kept  up  as  a  cover  to  the  enemy's  preparation  for  a  retreat,  which 

*  These  words  are  written  over  the  name  of  the  writer,  throngh  which  a 
pen  was  drawn,  (perhaps  for  pablioation  at  the  time,  or  done  at  a  later 
period.)    II  was  <«  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Junr.,  Esqr." 

28* 
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was  began  last  night  abont  11  o'clock,  they  haTiog  improved  jeaier- 
day  in  Joadiog  their  Baggage  Waggons,  &a,  and  in  sending  oflf  what 
they  could.  Geoeral  Gates,  however,  was  not  deceived  by  tppeir- 
aDces,  but  suspecting  their  design,  dispatched  yesterday  two  Ptr^ 
to  go  round  on  their  Bear,  and  this  Day  two  Brigades  are  in  ponait 
of  the  Flying  Army.  It  is  said  that  a  Body  of  men  from  the 
Eastward  is  already  arrived  at  Fort  Edward.  I  have  great  hopes 
that  their  Retreat  will  be  greatly  impeded  &  harassed,  if  not  eotii«lj 
cut  off.  They  left  us  (it  is  said)  about  800  men,  sick  &  wounded 
in  their  Hospitals.  Our  Army  is  on  the  ground  of  the  Enemiefl 
late  Camp.  Thus  Providence  is  lowering  the  Pride  of  baughtj 
Brittain.  May  he  complcat  his  over  throw  in  this  Country,  ind 
give  us  hearts  filled  with  true  gratitude  for  these  signal  Favors. 

Our  Joy  is  damped  by  the  News  of  the  Enemy  being  in  posses- 
sion of  Fort  Montgomery  on  the  River  below  us.  This  aceouot  we 
received  yesterday.  Thus  providence  in  Chequering  the  Scene  for 
wise  purposes  undoubtedly,  altho'  to  us  intricate  and  dark. 

Postscript  of  the  10*^  Oct',  in  the  Morning. 

Yesterday  was  a  very  bad  day  for  Pursuit  of  the  Flying  Aroj, 
being  rainy  and  very  wett.  Some  articles  of  value  were  found  since.* 
Desertion  prevails  in  great  degree  from  the  Enemies  Camp. 


Daitul  Robbkdbau  to  President  Whartok,  1777. 

York  Town,  Oct'  10*»,  177L 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  your  favor  of  this  date,  and  with  eoneein  I 
find  the  alarm  taken  by  the  State  at  the  hint  thrown  oat  respeotiog 
the  calling  of  the  Convention  in  a  few  hasty  lines,  the  prodootioa 
of  a  very  few  minutes  while  the  Express  waited.  As  my  time  is  too 
much  engrossed  to  take  Copies  of  my  Letters  I  cannot  reonr  to  what 
I  wrote,  but  I  meant  only  to  convey  this  Idea  that  some  real  Frieodi 
of  our  State  Members  of  Congress  were  of  Opinion  that  the  adva- 
tion  of  the  State  depended  on  calling  of  a  Convention,  which  wia 
construed  by  Council  and  Assembly,  as  appears  from  a  Letter  I  am 
honored  with  from  the  Speaker,  confirmed  by  the  Attorney  Oenenl, 
into  a  serions  Intention  in  Congress  of  interfering  in  the  internal 
Police  of  onr  State,  so  for  at  least  as  to  inflaenoe  into  the  measures 
in  Question,  whereas  it  arose  in  a  tete  a-tete  betwixt  some,  as  I 
have  already  said,  real  Friends  and  myself,  nor  will  yon  be  surprised 
with  the  sentiment  when  yon  are  acquainted  with  the  motives.  It 
was  pnbliokly  and  confidently  said  in  and  oat  of  Congress,  thai  a 


true  copj,  Daxiel  BouftDaAU." 
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of  the  Legislatare  could  not  be  got  together.  And  as  the 
Lfey  of  ibe  timet  required  the  most  vigorona  measares,  and  the 
aeaaon  for  taking  the  sense  of  the  people  for  or  against  a  Convention 
was  at  hand,  their  voice  in  Convention  to  lay  down  a  system  t-o  be 
oseouted  by  Committees  of  that  Body,  dispersed  thro'  the  State,  was 
ihoaght  the  best  snccedaneum  for  the  want  of  an  established  Legis- 
lature, and  such  Laws  competent  to  the  emergency  of  the  timos^ 
whieh  were  not  provided.  That  these  Exertions  were  necessary  to 
the  Salvation  of  the  State,  and  its  safety  and  liberty  would  be  pro* 
Tided  for*  better  than  by  the  interference  of  Congrera,  until  such 
Convention  had  appointed  a  Legislative  Body.  This  was  thought 
the  best  Expedient  for  these  Reasons,  and  might  prove  a  healing 
measare  to  our  uuhappy  Divisions.  A  mistake  o^  the  day  of  Election 
and  that  the  Constitution  had  appointed  the  first  Tuesday  of  this 
present  month,  which  I  could  not  contradict  (as  in  the  hurry  of  re- 
moving my  Copy  containing  the  Constitution,  was  mislaid)  influenced 
to  the  hint  offered  you  as  above,  for  in  this  place  there  was  not  the 
least  appearance  of  an  Election,  from  whence  it  was  judged  that  the 
people  were  in  such  a  maze  that  the  day  of  Election  had  throughout 
the  State  elapsed  irrevocably  (nor  could  I  satisfy  Enquirers  on 
this  head),  or  at  best,  that  a  partial  election  would  obtain,  and  our 
Country  continue  to  suffer  through  want  of  exertion.  Thus  was  I 
distracted  until  Dr.  Ewing  informed  me  that  the  Assembly  and 
Council  were  preparing  the  most  salutary  laws,  of  which  I  am  more 
fully  convinced  by  the  specimen  of  one  put  into  my  hands  by  Mr. 
Sergeant,  which  rejoiced  my  heart,  and  is  a  full  proof  that  under 
my  apprehensions,  there  was  no  other  way  of  supplying  the  very 
powers  given  but' by  a  Convention.  I  heartily  congratulate  you  on 
the  concurring  providences  which  enliven  the  prospects  of  publick 
afiaira.    I  am  very  respectfully, 

D'  Sir,  y  most  ob* . 

and  very  hum'  serv^, 

DANIEL  BOBERDEAU. 
Direciedf 

To  Hia  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jnn',  EsquirO;  President 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsilvania;  Lanoa^er. 

Faroied  by  Mr.  Sergeant. 


Timothy  Matlack  to  Thomas  Painb,  1777. 

Lanoasteri  October  10^  1777. 
Sir, 

The  Hon'ble  house  of  As'y  have  proposed  &  Council  have  adopted 
a  plan  of  obtaining  a  more  regular  and  constant  intelligence  of  the 
proceeding  of  Gen.  Waahington'a  army  than  has  hitherto  been  had. 
AT ery  one  agrees  that  you  are  the  proper  person  for  this  purpooe. 
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and  Lam  directed  by  his  fixo'j;  the  pr*,  to  write  to  yon  here<»,  (th 
Pn*  being  engaged  in  writing  to  the  Oen^,  and  the  Ezpreaa  in  waiting.) 

The  Assembly  have  amed  to  make  yon  a  reasonable  eompensatioB 
for  your  serrioes  in  this  DosinesSy  if  you  think  proper  to  engage  in  it^ 
which  I  hope  yon  will ;  as  it  is  a  duty  of  importanoe  that  there  an 
feW|  however  well  disposed,  who  are  capable  of  doing  it  in  a  manner 
that  will  answer  all  the  intentions  of  it — perhaps  a  correspondesoe 
of  this  kind  may  be  the  fairest  opportunity  of  giving  to  Gonnoil  sone 
important  hints,  that  may  ooonr  to  yon  on  interesting  snbjects. 

Proper  expresses  will  be  engaged  in  this  business.  If  the  JSzpressefl 
whioh  pass  from  head  quarters  to  Congress  can  be  made  use  of  to 
much  the  better ; — of  this  you  *mu8t  judgo. 

I  expect  M**  Rittenhouse  will  send  you  a  copy  of  the  Testimonj 
of  the  late  Y.  M.  by  this  opp'y,  if  time  will  admit  it  to  be  copied— 
'tis  a  poor  thing. 

YourS; 

&c.; 

T.M. 

Dtrectedf 

To  T.  Taine. 


Secretary  Matlack  to  Sub  Lieutenants  of  Pfliujosir 

PHiA  County,  1777. 

Lanmster,  10  October  1777. 
Sir, 

In  the  present  distracted  condition  of  this  State,  the  annual  ele^ 
tion  of  Representatives  in  some  Counties  will  probably  be  irregukff 
&  broken }  and  in  the  City,  prevented  for  the  present  In  this  oirenm- 
stance,  it  behoves  thoie  whose  case  may  be  less  embarrased,  not  to  treat 
remissly,  much  less  to  neglect,  so  important  a  duty,  as  that  of  pra- 
serving  the  succession  of  the  legislative  body ;  and  tho'  great  de- 
pendence is  justly  layed  on  the  zeal  &  attention  of  the  good  people 
of  your  County,  yet  Council  think  it  not  amiss  to  stir  up.some  of 
them,  &  you.  Sir,  in  particular,  to  assist  &  animate  the  Eleetoni  to  a 
proper  conduct  on  this  important  occasion,  in  the  choice  of  Assembly- 
mei^  &  County  officers.  Their  knowledge  of  your  public  spirit  ft 
patriotism  induces  Council  to  direct  the  present  Letter;  hoping  thai 
^onr  Candor  &  sood  sense  will  suggest  an  apolo^  for  thia  seeming 
interference  in  the  Representative  Section. 

It  may  perhaps  be  of  some  use  to  add,  (hat  the  want  of  ngnhr 
laipeotora^  or  other  oantionary  cirsnmstaaoes,  depeadiifg  oii.Goosta< 
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Um  &  othersi  ought  not  to  be  conBtnied  to  make  void  the  right  of 
Bleetors  to  an  essential  privilege. 

I  aiD;  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  hum.  Serv*, 

T.  MATLACK,  Secy. 

To  The  Sub  Lieatenants  of  the  oonnty  of  Philadelphia — or  any 
of  them. 


Archibald  McClean  to  Vice  President  Bryan,  1777. 

York,  October  11»^  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

In  this  Time  of  Confusion,  Calamity  and  Distress,  and  possessed 
of  an  Heart,  willing  to  do  and  perform  every  Thing  within  my  Power 
as  well  to  farther  the  General  Cause  as  establish  Order  amongst  our- 
■elves,  I  must  look  to  you  for  Directions  in  what  manner  to  proceed 
in  the  Line  to  which  I  am  appointed  by  your  Honourable  Board, 
and  I  am  thus  obliged  to  make  application  to  you  from  Necessity, 
barine  no  One  Oentleman  of  the  Law  here,  that  I  can  put  Confidence 
in ;  all  those  who  are  now  here  with  Congress  being  engaged  in  their 
own  various  Departments,  and  I  believe  are  for  the  most  part  entirely 
in  opposition  to  the  present  Frame  of  Oovemment  being  ever  carried 
into  Execution. 

M"*  Smith  of  this  Place,  hath  been  abroad  on  ace*  of  his  Health  these 
three  months  past,  and  it  is  intirely  uncertain  when  he  will  return 

Sain,  otherwise  I  could  have  had  direction  from  him,  communicated 
th  Fidelity  and  Chearfulness. 

The  affairs  of  this  County  are  in  a  deplorable  and  most  diseour* 
iging  Situation.  The  Test  Act,  as  it  is  Called,  instead  of  strength- 
BBing  US,  hath,  in  my  opinion,  weaked  us  very  much ;  not  one  fourth 
pert  of  the  Inhabitants  hath,  or  will  take  it ;  nay,  they  spurn  at  it, 

St  say  they  are  Friendly  to  the  Cause  in  General ;  I  am  some 
mes  inclined  to  think  that  had  the  abjuration  been  omitted,  it 
wonld  have  had  a  good  Effect  and  had  better  Countenance ;  but 
ander  our  present  Gloom  it  is  discouraged.  The  Election  is  approach- 
ing near,  and  no  proper  steps  are  taking  for  the  holding  of  one. — 
The  Sheriff,  after  being  qualified,  returned  home,  about  80  miles 
listant,  and  hath  set  nothing  on  foot  as  I  am  informed,  for  the 
holding  thereof}  indeed,  even  the  Election  of  Inspectors,  which  ought 
bo,  have. been  held  upon  this  Day,  is  not  advertised  nor  attended  to ; 
ire  have  no  Constables  who  will  take  the  Oath  to  qualify  them  to 
lerve— and  if  an  Election  should  be  held  in  some  sort,  I  am  Certain 
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that  it  will  be  held  by  less  than  one  fifth  of  the  InhabiUnti.  All 
the  Principal  Men  of  the  Coantj  hang  back,  and  do  nothins  except 
czclaimiDg  against  the  Frame  of  Government.  Under  all  these 
discouragements,  with  what  Heart  can  a  few  raw  and  unexperienced 
Persons  proceed  to  the  organizing  and  setting  on  Foot  GoTemment 
amongst  a  People  who  seem  as  if  the  Chose  to  live  without  haviag 
any  Order  Established  amongst  them  ?  The  Court  is  also  approach- 
ing, and  I  am  at  a  stand  what  Measures  shall  be  pursued  in  respect 
of  it,  bj  Reason  of  my  inexperience,  and  having  no  Person  from 
whom  to  receive  directions,  or  whether  it  will  be  prudent,  under  our 
present  unfortunate  Situation  to  open  it  or  not,  I  submit  to  the 
Council. 

Under  this  view  of  affairs  I  would  humbly  presume  to  beg  the  Direc- 
tions of  Council; — In  the  first  Place,  whether  we  shall  take  upon  us  to 
open  the  ensuing  Court? — If  so,  we  are  unprepared  with  Respect  to 
Constables ; — Whether  a  precept  must  first  be  issued  for  that  Purpose? 
If  that  be  necessary  I  would  beg  the  Favour  of  a  Form  thereof,  as  I 
am  a  stranger  thereto ;  Or  whether,  under  the  present  CircnmstaBoe 
of  the  State  being  actually  invaded,  the  Council  would  not  think  it 
prudent  to  dispense  with  the  opening  the  Court  for  this  ensniog 
Term,  as  if  it  should  open.  Writs  will  then  be  grantable,  and  I  do 
no  know  the  Magistrate  who  would  choose  they  should  be  tested  in 
hia  Name ; — and  further  especially  as  our  most  experienced  Jnatioea 
are  now  abroad  with  the  Militia. 

If  the  Council  should  advise  and  direct  the  opening  of  the  Court, 
I  would  then  humbly  Crave  that  Col.  Morris,  or  some  other  Gentle- 
man of  the  Law  may  be  requested  to  attend  it,  in  Order  that  it  may  be 
done  regularly,  and  a  proper  dignity  carried  with  and  stamped  upon 
it — and  that  they  be  here  on  the  Monday  proceeding,  in  Order  that 
Matters  may  be  fully  prepared ;  as  I  would  Request  to  be  indulged 
only  to  aot  as  a  speotatori  the  first  Court,  and  to  learn  Experienoe 
therefrom. 

In  the  mean  Time  I  would  (after  acknowledging  all  past  Favonn 
of  this  kind)  humbly  entreat  your  Favour  to  write  me  by  the  moit 
early  Opportunity,  in  Respect  to  these  Matters,  as  I  may  perhaps 
receive  some  Consolation  therefrom,  and  the  Rather,  aa  I  am  mnch 
damped  with  the  Perverseness  of  Numbers  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
County,  whose  Experience  and  Influence  would,  with  proper  Exe^ 
tionsy  have  rendered  me  much  more  happy  in  my  present  Station. 

I  am^  Dear  Sir, 

your  already  obliged 

humble  Servant^ 

ARCH*  MoCLBAN. 

The  Honble.  George  Bryan,  Esq. 

P.  S.  I  really  doubt  the  Test  Law  will  produce  bad  Effects,  tf 
great  Numbers  who  say  they  are  well  affected  to  the  General  Cause, 
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«f6  disaffected  therewith,  nod  their  Conduct  doth  nruch  harden  onr 
proferaed  Enemies— and  it  renderiog  the  Niiinher  of  filectors  to  he  bo 
▼ery  few,  GoyerDment  will  he  therehy  weakened,  and  all  offices  heing 
thrown  amongst  a  Party  thro'  the  Conduct  of  the  Disaffected,  doth 

S-eatly  alarm  some  well  wisherS;  hoth  to  the  General  Cause  and  to 
OTernment. 

A.  M.  C. 


Col.  Bradford  &  Comm*e  Hazelwood  to  Pres't  Wharton, 

1777. 

Fort  Mifflin,  Octoher  II**,  1777, 
Sir, 

My  last  imform'd  you  that  the  enemy  had  erected  a  battery  at 
the  mouth  of  Schuylkill. 

Last  night  a  party  of  ahove  one  hundred  Men  got  over  at  Webbs 
fbny  and  threw  up  a  redoubt  within  two  muskets  shot  of  us,  oppo- 
site the  block  house — as  soon  as  discovered  the  Commodore  order'd 
three  Gallies  to  attack  the  redoubt,  also  one  of  the  floating  batteries 
to  play  on  it,  which  they  did  so  warmly  that  the  Enemy  dar'd  not 
to  fire  one  shot. 

After  about  two  hours  the  Enemy  held  out  a  flag,  and  the  Sol* 
diers  appeared  on  the  bank  with  their  muskets  olubed.  The  Commo- 
dore and  myself  with  several  boats  went  off  to  take  the  prisoners  on 
board  when  we  had  got  about  fifty  of  them  in  the  boats. 

Colonel  Smith  who  was  in  the  block  house  seeing  some  others 
eoming  from  the  house  of  Adam  Guyer,  imprudently  iired  two  shot 
at  them  which  caus'd  the  rest  of  those  who  had  surrendered  to  run 
off,  and  took  possession  of  their  battery  again  and  fir'd  on  us,  so 
that  by  one  imprudent  step  we  lost  one  half  of  our  prisoners  and 
tbe  Cannon  which  they  had  in  the  redoubt,  and  must  now  fight  for 
it  again.  The  Enemy  lays  so  near  the  Chevauz  de  frise  at  BiUingSi 
nort  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  sink  the  Ship  I  mentioned  in  my 
last,  and  indeed  we  have  hardly  had  time,  for  the  whole  defence  of 
this  Fort  against  the  Enemy,  who  are  landed  depends  on  the  Fleet 
and  not  much  on  the  troops  in  it.  The  Prisoners  taken  are  one 
Lieutenant,  One  Ensign  &  56  Privates,  which  were  immediately 
sent  over  to  Red  Bank  and  are  forwarded  to  Haddonfield,  Those 
that  remain  on  board  the  Fleet  seem  now  to  be  staunch  and  no 
Desertions  since  my  last.  These  different  affairs  reduce  our  Ammu- 
nition very  much,  I  have  sent  up  to  Trenton  for  some  which  1  hope 
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wili  soon  arrire^    The  Commodore  &  Cap*  Ro1>esoQ  of  the  ContiBeii- 
tai  Fleet  join  most  heartily  in  all  their  meaaorei. 

I  am^  Sifi 

Tour  most  H'ble  Serr't, 

W-.  BRADFORD, 

JOHN  HAZELWOOD. 

Directed, 

On  Pablic  Service. 

To  His  Excellency  Tho's  WbartoD;  Esq';  President  of  the  SUteof 
Pennsylvania  at  Lancaster. 


Sup.  Exec.  Council  to  Genl.  Washington,  1777. 

Philadelphia,  12«  Sep',  1777. 
Sir, 

Council  have  strong  apprehensions  that  General  Howe  may  take 
the  shortest  road  to  cross  over  the  Schuylkill,  called  the  Swedei^ 
Ford.  Below  this  pass,  which  is  about  17  miles  to  the  northwest  of 
the  City,  there  is  no  ford  equally  good,  or  tollerahly  practicable. 

Some  Cannon,  12  'pounders,  will  be  sent  thither,  &  orders  were 
issued  yesterday  for  great  part  of  the  militia  of  Philadelphia  &  Bucks 
Counties  to  assemble  at  the  Swedes'  Ford  &  other  places  on  the 
banks  of  that  River.  Measures  are  also  taking  to  bring  the  Towns- 
people to  do  the  like,  &  to  watch  the  lower  parts.  Parties  have 
been  employed  to  collect  the  Boats,  attend  the  removal  of  the  bridge, 
&  the  driving  off  the  cattle. 

But  these  precautions  ought  not  to  be  depended  on.  The  want 
of  arms  for  the  people  at  large  is  great,  &  seems  remediless.  Many 
disoouraged  by  present  drcumstancos  will  be  backward,  whilst 
others  will  act  feebly. 

In  the  mean  time  Council  view  the  unguarded  condition  of  the 
works  on  the  Delaware  with  concern,  as  they  are  not  provided  with 
means  to  reinforce  them. 

I  am 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

T'  Excell^  most  obed*, 

&  very  humble  servant 
Directed,  ' 

To  His  Ezoel^  Gen.  Washington. 
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BlCHARD  HbNRY  LeB  TO  SUPRSMB  EXEC.   COUNCIL^  1777. 

Philadelphia;  October  12<^  1777. 

EBr, 

The  MiDister  of  France  having  applied  to  the  Marine  Gonimittee 
for  a  Pilot  to  bring  the  frigate  Chimere  above  the  Chiveaoz  de 
FrisCi  for  the  double  purpose  of  rendering  the  ship  safe  from  the 
enterprises  of  the  enemy,  and  that  she  may  be  so  situated  as  to 
cover  the  passage  of  the  Frize,  and  assist  in  the  defence  of  the 
river..  The  Committee  haviog  given  directions  for  this  purpose,  find 
upon  cnqniry,  that  a  Cap^  Wade,  of  the  sloop  Speedwell,  in  the  ser- 
vice of  this  State,  is  better  acquainted  with  the  present  state  of  the 
Cheveauz  de  Frize  than  any  person  we  can  get,  I  am,  therefore,  Sir, 
in  the  name  of  the  Marine  Committee,  to  request  that  you  and  your 
honorable  Board  will  be  pleased  to  give  directions  that  Cap*  Wade 
may  proceed  without  delay  to  the  execution  of  this  business. 

I  have  the  honor 

to  be  Sir, 

your  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  servanti 

RICHARD  HENRY  LEE, 

Chairman  M.  Committee^ 

Directedj 

His  Excellency  The  Vice  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


^Deposition  of  Samuel  McGregor,  1777. 

Bmnalvania  ss. 

On  the  15^  day  of  October,  Anno  Domino,  1777,  before  the 
Oonnoil,  Samuel  McGregor,  of  East  Nottingham  in  Chester  County, 
Sdioolmaster,  on  his  solemn, oath  on  the  holy  gospel,  deposeth  and 
laith,  that  on  Monday,  the  thirteenth  Instant,  about  day-break,  this 
dqponent  was  near  brandy-wine  Manor  Meeting  house,  in  West 
Nantmell,  Chester  County,  connected  with  a  party  of  militia,  &  went 
to  the  dwelling  of  Isaac  Green,  about  two  miles  Eastward  of  said 
Meeting  house,  &  that  this  deponent  there  personating  a  Light  horse 
■ol^er  of  the  army  of  General  How,  &  applying  to  said  Isaac  for 
iaformation  &  direction  concerning  the  abode  of  Major  Culbertson  of 
tlie  Militia  of  said  County,  who  this  deponent  aeemed  to  be  desirooa 
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to  seize,  saying  that  he  was  on  the  King's  errand^  not  his  own ;  that 
thereufyon  the  said  Isaac  after  some  hesitation  &  cantion,  aecompanied 
this  deponent  and  Captain  John  Gardiner,  who  had  been  hard  by 
daring  the  conversation  aforesaid  between  said  Isaac  &  this  deponent, 
from  said  Isaac's  house  towards  the  said  Meeting  house,  one  hun- 
dred yards  or  thereabouts,  that  then  addressing  himself  to  Uui 
deponient  &  said  Gardiner,  as  light  horse  men  aforesaid,  said  Isase 
shewed  a  Road  which  parted  from  the  great  Road,  &  gave  this 
deponent  &  the  said  Gardiner  very  particular  &  exact  direction 
wherebv  to  find  said  Culbertson*s  dwelling ;  that  then  said  Isato 
left  said  Cnlbertson  &  this  deponent,  first  observing  &  saying,  ''  We 
live  here  among  troublesome  people ;"  to  which  Captain  Gardiner, 
counterfeiting  the  voice  &  accent  of  a  Scots-man,  replied,  "  in  a  few 
days  now,  we  will  restore  you  to  yotir  wonted  liberty/' — &  said  Isaac 
Green  answered,  "I  hope  in  God  you  will,  Gentlemen.'^  That  the 
party  of  Militia  aforesaid,  or  some  of  them,  then  coming  up,  was  the 
reason  why  this  deponent  &  said  Culbertson  left  said  Isaac  Green. 

That  in  the  Course  of  the  Conversation  between  said  Isaac  &  this 
deponent,  as  aforesaid,  said  Isaac  told  this  deponent  that  there  were 
above  one  hundred  Militia  at  said  Meeting  house,  but  that  they  had 
not  more  than  thirty  Guns,  &  no  ammunition,  &  that  Captain  Gardi- 
ner thereupon  said,  "  when  we  have  taken  Major  Culbertson  we  will 
disperse  them^"  or  words  to  that  effect. 

6AML.  McGregor. 

Sworn  in  Council. 

GEO.  BRYAN,  Vice  Presid*.    . 


Col.  Hubley  to  Sup.  Exec.  Council,  1777. 

Camp,  October  18)1^777. 

Genf, 

I  have  nothing  New  for  you  since  my  last  further  than  to  add, 
that  another  Genl.  (Gray)  was  wounded  in  our  late  Engagement, 
this  being  the  same  Catiff  that  commanded  in  the  Night  of  our  So^ 
priie,  and  now  justly  suffers  for  his  Cruelty ;  In  that  Expedition  he 
had  given  positive  orders  no  Quarters  should  be  given  to  the 
Rebels ;  would  to  God  he  ha  J  fell  in  our  Hands — ^proper  notice  by 
our  Men  would  certainly  have  taken  him. 

We  have  positive  Accounts  of  the  number  of  the  Enemiei 
wounded  in  the  late  Action,  which  were  carried  to  Philad*,  vis.| 
IdOO  (killed  near  900).  We  just  received  orders  to  oompleat  our 
Men  with  62  rounds  of  Cartridges  p*  man.  This  forbodes  an  fix* 
pedition  soon,  I  dare  say  in  a  few  days,  ft  I  hope  with  the  "^^ 
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of  Providence  we  shall  be  able  to  give  you  a  good  Accp*  of  our 
Army. 

The  Enemy  have  attaok'd  our  Forts  on  Delaware  Yesterday 
mominff  early  both  by  Land  &  Water;  the  Firing  was  very  heavy 
all  day  Yesterday,  &  the  Masick  began  this  Morning  again.  I  can 
give  you  no  Particulars  as  yet.  Bat  by  all  Appearances  the  Forts 
an  defended  very  obstinately. 

We  have  Account  after  Account  of  y*  Death  of  (}en^  Burgoyne  to 
the  Northward.  A  Serjeant  Patrole  of  8  Hessian  Yagers  mounted 
on  Horse  came  out  &  were  killed  &  taken  by  a  Party  of  Men  11  in 
Biimber. 

I  ani;  Gent;  your  humble  Serv^ 


Wm.  Buchanan  to  Pres.  Wharton,  1777. 

York  Town,  13th  Oct.,  1777. 
Sir, 

An  Apprehension  of  the  Rise  of  Provision  made  me  think  of 
issuing  the  enclosed  Order  to  the  Deputy  Commissary  General  of 
Purchases.  After  writing  it,  I  was  informed  by  General  Roberdeau 
that  the  Legislature  of  your  State  had  under  their  Consideration  a 
Regulation  of  a  similar  Nature,  and  was  by  him  advised  to  confer 
with  them  on  the  Subject ;  But  as  the  Business  of  my  Department 
will  not  admit  of  my  doing  myself  the  Honour  of  a  personal  attend- 
ance on  them,  I  therefore  take  the  Liberty  of  sending  you  the  en- 
dosed,  and  of  begging  you  to  favour  me  with  an  Account  of  what 
your  State  has  done  in  this  Matter,  that  I  may  conform  my  orders 
therewith.  Should  your  Assembly  not  take  this  Matter  up,  I  shall 
be  much  obliged  by  your  taking  the  Trouble  of  sealing  and  forward- 
ing the  endo^  to  Camp. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Y'  mo.  Obed*  &  Very  h'ble  Scrv*, 

WM.  BUCHANAN,  C.  G.  of  P. 

Directedf 

The  Honourable  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire,  President  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania;  Lancaster. 
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Col.  Bbadfobd  to  Pees.  Wharton,  1777. 

Fort  HiffliO;  October  13th;  1777. 

S', 

My  last  ID  formed  yoa  of  oar  Success  in  taking  56  of  the  Bnemj 
Prisonersy  and  that  by  Col.  Smith's  FiriDg  on  a  Body  which  we 
apprehended  were  coming  down  to  surrenderi  we  lost  many  Prisoa- 
ers^  but  we  are  since  informed  it  was  a  large  Party  coming  down  to 
roscae  those  that  had  surrendered,  who  were  just  arrived.  That 
afternoon  the  Gallys  and  Floating  Battery  kept  up  a  considerable 
Fire  on  the  Redoubt,  but  to  little  Effect.  Yesterday  Momiog  a 
Party  of  about  150  men  were  landed  from  this  Fort  on  Provioee 
Island,  with  an  Intent  to  take  the  Redoubt  under  the  Fire  of  three 
Gallies  and  the  Floating  Battery ;  but  the  Number  of  the  Encmj 
were  much  more  than  was  expected,  all  under  Cover,  and  a  Partj 
full  as  Many  as  we  had  on  shore  coming  down  from  Adam  Gnyen, 
we  were  obliged  to  retire,  with  the  Loss  of  two  men  killed  and  fi?e 
wounded. 

The  Enemy's  Ships  haying  taken  up  one  of  the  Cheyanz  de  FriiB, 
the  Commodore  went  down  last  Night  with  two  Chains  of  Fire 
Bafts  to  drive  them  from  that  Place,  and  a  very  heavy  Cannonade 
ensued  with  the  Roebuck,  the  Ship  that  was  sent  down,  and  carrji 
24  Pounders,  and  two  other  Ships,  but  the  Commodore  obliged  th^ 
to  quit  their  Station  and  fall  down  the  River,  and  our  Gallys  being 
afraid  to  pass  the  Chevauz  do  Frize  in  the  Night  were  obliged  to 
return.  This  Morning,  with  the  Tide  of  Flood,  the  Enemy's  Ships 
returned  to  their  Station,  and  we  are  informed  they  have  taken  up 
another  Chevauz  de  Frize,  tho'  I  can  give  but  little  Credit  to  it. 
These  different  attacks  has  reduced  our  ammunition  very  much,  and 
unless  we  soon  get  some  I  fear  the  Consequences.  M*^  Manual 
Eyres  went  off  some  time  ago  for  some ;  have  not  yet  heard  of  him. 
Yesterday,  Mr.  James  Wharton  &  Jonathan  Penrose  was  here| 
they  went  off  and  have  promised  they  will  go  to  wh^re  the  Ammn- 
nition  is  and  send  it  down.  If  your  Excellency  will  send  off  an 
Express  and  know  if  it  is  forwarded  it  will  be  of  real  Service.  The 
Enemy  are  throwing  ap  Works  in  many  Places  in  the  Meadows. 

I  am 

Your  Exoellenc/s 

Most  H»»»  Serv*, 

WM.  BRADFORD. 

Directed, 

To  His  Excellency  Tho»  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the  Stale 
of  Pensylvania,  Lancaster. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVJiS  1777-  66& 


Extract  op  a  Letter  from  General  Washington,  1777. 

Oct.  13, 1777. 

It  gives  me  pain  to  repeat  so  often  the  wants  of  the  army,  & 
nothing  would  induce  me  to  it  but  the  most  urgent  necessity. 
Every  mode  hitherto  adopted  for  supplying  them  has  proved  inade- 
quatei  notwithstanding  my  best  endeavours  to  make  the  most  of  the 
means  which  have  been  in  my  power.  The  inclosed  return  will 
shew  how  great  our  deficiency  is  in  the  most  essential  articles. 
Wiiat  new  expedient  Congress  can  devise  for  more  effectually 
answering  these  demands  I  know  not,  persuaded  as  I  am,  that  their 
plosest  attention  has  not  been  wanting  to  a  matter  of  so  great  impor- 
tanoe :  But  circumstanced  as  we  are,  I  am  under  an  absolute 
neocsnty  of  troubling  them,  that  if  any  new  source  can  be  opened 
for  alleviating  ^ur  distresses,  it  may  be  embraced  as  speedily  as 
possible.  For  'tis  impossible  that  any  army  so  unprovided  can  long 
subsist,  or  act  with  that  visor  which  is  requisite  to  ensure  success. 

The  return  now  enclos^  is  for  troops  present  in  camp,  besides 
which  there  are  numbers  in  the  several  Hospitals  totally  destitute 
of  the  necessaries  they  require  to  fit  them  for  the  field,  &  on  this 
account  alone  are  prevented  from  joiuiog  their  corps.  The  recruits 
coming  in  are  in  the  same  melancholy  predicament.  I  cannot 
ascertain  with  precision  what  quantity  of  cloathiog  is  at  this  time  in 
Hr.  Meases'  hands,  but  from  every  account  what  he  has  can  admin- 
ister but  a  very  partial  relief.  I  know  he  is  intirely  bare  of  some  of 
the  most  capital  articles  we  want. 

Extract. 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


Resolution  op  Congress  1777, 

In  Congress,  Oct'r  14,  1777. 

Whereas  the  British  nation  have  received  into  their  ports,  &  con- 
demned in  their  Courts  of  Admiralty,  as  lawful  prize,  several  vessels 
&  their  cargoes  belonging  to  these  States,  which  the  masters  A 
mariners,  in  breach  of  the  trust  &  confidence  reposed  in  them,  have 
betrayed  &  delivered  to  the  officers  of  the  British  crown, 

Besolvcd  therefore, 

.  That  any  vessel  or  cargo,  the  property  of  any  British  subject,  not 
an  inhabitant  of  Bermuda,  or  of  any  of  the  Bahama  islands,  brought 
into  any  of  the  ports  or  harbours  of  any  of  these  United  States  by 
the  master  or  mariner,  shall  be  adjudged  lawful  prize,  k  divided 
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amoDg  the  captors  in  the  same  proportion^  as  if  taken  bj  anj  conti- 
nental vessels  of  war, 

Extract  from  the  minnteSi 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Seo'j. 


Daniel  Bobebdbau  to  Pbesidbkt  Whabton,  1777. 

York  Town,  Oot'r  14th.  1777. 
D»  Sir, 

Yoor  Letter  for  Oen.  Gates  waits  an  express,  which  I  expect  wiH 
go  for  the  Northern  Department  in  a  day  or  two.  The  late  act  ap- 
pointing a  council  of  Safety'*'  ia  flattering  to  mj  expectations  as  the 
immediate  vigorous  exertions  of  that  Board,  in  co-operation  with  the 
Board  of  War  here,  which  is  ordered  to  correspond  with  the  former 
and  with  their  assistance  to  procure  Shoes,  Stockings  and  other  sup- 
plies for  the  army,  I  doubt  not  will  produce  the  most  salutary  effeoU. 
Gen.  Washington  writes  that  the  service  is  greatly  impeaded  for  the 
want  of  these  articles,  that  great  numbers  of  men  are  detained  in  the 
Hospitals,  for  no  other  reason  but  that  they  are  bare  footed,  besidei 
the  necessities  of  the  troops  in  the  field.  Shall  this  be  permitted 
when  our  worst  enemies  the  Tories  are  abundantly  supplied,  ia  it  not 
reasonable  to  look  to  this  quarter  and  that  our  avowed  Enemies^ 
through  the  tract  the  enemy  passed,  and  universally  through  the 
States  should  spare  of  their  superfluities  at  least  ?  and  if  either  lack, 
should  it  be  our  army  on  which  under  God,  our  lives,  liberties,  k 
fortunes  depend?  Mr.  Henry  informs  that  greater  quantities  of 
leather  is  at  Lancaster  ever  known,  great  quantities,  I  am  informed 
is  also  here,  from  Mr.  Henry's  account  as  well  as  by  information 
from  a  principle  hand  here,  the  Tanners  are  willing  to  part  with  their 
Leather  for  green  hides.  The  board  of  war  has  informed  me  they 
will  order  green  hides  for  Leather,  and  have  promised  to  write  you 
on  the  subject,  but  if  it  should  be  omitted  through  hurry,  let  this 
information  assure  you  of  the  fact,  as  delais  may  prove  dangerous, 
therefore  I  take  the  liberty  to  recommend  to  take  the  Leather  at 
Lancaster,  and  to  do  the  same  here  and  elsewhere,  I  would  have  yon 
aware  that  it  is  expected  yon  will  take  the  lead  as  it  would  be  an 
interference  w^  the  internal  policy  to  do  otherwise.  I  mention  this 
to  remove  former  suspicions  and  that  you  may  expect  no  other  than 
a  constant  Correspondence,  and  such  good  offices  as  the  Board  of 
War  can  render.  With  submission  I  think  a  number  of  shoemakers 
should  be  immediately  emploied  and  registered  as  the  servants  to 

*  See  Vol.  IV.  p.  686,  792,  also  the  proclamation  of  it,  Col.  Beo.  VeL 
XI.  p.  826. 
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the  publiok,  and  that  what  jou  do  should  be  oommnniotted  to  the 
Board  of  War,  and  so  vice  versa,  that  you  may  not  unduely  depend 
on  eon  the  other.  It  is  recommended  that  in  your  dealings,  you  give 
certificates,  I  am  told  by  one  of  the  officers  of  the  state  that  Col.  M*" 
Callester  of  a  larger  number  of  shoes,  some  concealed  in  his  bed 
Chamber,  has  delivered  but  a  trifling  quantity,  I  mean  to  say  that 
the  €kntleman  in  vphom  the  state  has  the  fullest  depcndance  gave 
information  of  the  shoes,  and  that  the  Board  of  War  say  com  pari- 
^vely  few  has  been  delivered.  The  horrid  scene  of  extortion  here 
18  shocking,  butter  has  got  to  10s.  ^  tb,  Eggs,  28.  ^  dozen,  and  other 
articles  in  proportion,  is  there  no  way  to  put  a  stop  to  these  enormi- 
ties, I  am  not  to  direct  to  the  immediate  steps  that  may  be  thought 
necessary  by  the  Board  of  Safety,  but  I  am  bold  to  say  no  such 
effectual  measures  can  be  devised  as  the  strictest  economy,  opening 
the  Courts  of  Justice  and  a  heavy  taxation,  these  will  be  more  effectual 
than  an  army  with  Banners,  as  the  Depreciation  of  our  Currency  is 
inore  to  be  dreaded,  at  present  the  people  have  no  manner  of  use  for 
money,  but  as  soon  as  found  necessary  for  Taxes  Court  Fees,  &c.,  it 
will  recover  the  credit  of  our  money,  yesterday  we  are  informed  from 
Massachusets  that  they  have  laid  on  a  second  Tax,  the  first  for  one 
hundred  &  five  thousand  pounds  and  the  latter  for  three  hundred  & 
fifty  thousand  at  the  rate  of  6s.  to  a  Dollar.  This  seems  an  incredi- 
ble bartheni  but  we  are  told  the  people  cry  out  for  heavy  taxes  well 
knowing  that  the  money  that  remains  in  their  pockets  is  of  more 
value  than  the  whole  would  be.  Besides  it  shows  their  wisdom  as 
the  earliest  Taxes  will  be  most  easily  paid,  on  account  of  the  great 
quantities  of  circulating  cash.  Fort  Montgomery  is  taken,  but  I 
Iruat  by  the  exertions  of  Gkn.  Gates  and  his  army  and  the  aid  which 
I  make  no  doubt  will  pour  in  to  Peeks  Kill,  affairs  will  yet  go  well 
to  the  Northward,  and  may  we  not  hope  God  will  bless  our  arms  in 
this  state.  The  mention  of  the  state  is  enough  to  raise  a  blush  for 
my  Country.  Can  no  way  be  devised  to  animate  and  call  to  our 
asBUtanoe  the  back  Inhabitants.  I  forgot  to  mention  that  Indian 
affairs  both  North  &  South,  are  in  the  most  promising  train,  and 
Col.  Morgans  account  now  here,  is  no  way  discouraging  to  the  west- 
ward. Thro  the  medium  of  Congress  a  Rattle  trap  and  Turkeys  Tail 
was  lent  by  numerous  tribes  at  the  Southward  to  their  Brethren  to 
tho  Northward,  and  Gen.  Schuyler  informs  that  140  had  joined  our 
-army  and  that  many  more  were  expected,  and  what  is  more  flattering 
that  a  number  of  the  Tribe  of  St.  Francis  had  desired  protection  to 
their  fanlilies,  and  liberty  to  remove  to  Connecticut.  ~  Some  of  tho 
principal  articles  of  Consideration  have  passed,  and  I  expect  it  will 
be  finished  in  a  few  days,  knowing  this  also  is  necessary  to  our  Sal. 
vation.  I  am  obliged  to  write  you  in  this  manner  for  want  of  time 
and  having  a  miserable  instrument  in  my  hand.  I  hope  my  great 
freedom  will  be  excused/as  I  have  no  other  motive  than  tho  prinoiplo 
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whioh  inflaenees  jroor  breast.    With  most  respectful  xegurd  to  you 
Hon'ble  Board  I  am  reapeotfallji 

D'Sir 

T'  moat  ob'd*  & 

Terj  hum*  Serv* 

DANI£L  ROBERDEAU. 

P.  S.  I  write  with  the  greatest  confideDee  as  well  as  freedom,  at 
the  times  require  it.  I  endeavoured  to  obtain  an  Ellection  which 
was  held,  but  I  do  not  know  what  was  done. 

Directed, 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jun'r  Esq. 


General  ARMSXEONa  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Camp  at  Towamansen,  14*^  Octobc,  1777. 

Sir, 

Your  favour  of  the  9*^  Ins*  was  sent  me  near  two  days  agoe,  bet 
Mr.  Sutton,  the  Express,  has  not  called  on  me  (but  hope  he  has  at 
least  on  Mr.  Payne),  which  may  be  owing  to  a  late  illness  whid 
has  prevented  my  attendance  at  bead  quarters  some  four  or  five  days 
»-an  obstinate  Gold  threatening  to  effect  my  breast  &  Lungs,  but  of 
which  I  am  to  day  some  what  better.  Notwithstanding  we  have 
had  a  very  infamous  falling  off  of  the  Militia,  which  may  with  great 
justice  be  called  Desertion,  more  especially  at,  k  shortly  after  the 
Battle  of  Brandiwine,  yet  at  no  time  has  their  numbers  exceeded 
2973  rank  k  file ;  accordiDg  to  our  highest  return  this  number  is 
but  of  short  duration,  so  that  the  publick  cannot  be  charged  with 
the  numbers  ordered  by  Council,  as  they  never  took  the  field.  With 
regard  to  discipline,  however  difficult  to  exercise  under  a  variety  of 
circumstances  daily  arising,  &  many  of  them  unfc^jrseeD,  yet  yon 
may  depend  we  have  not  been  inattentive  to  that  business,  having 
whip'd  k  cashier'd  in  several  instances.  At  this  time  I  prestkme  it 
is  unnecessary  to  show  the  inexpedience  of  the  Militia  law  in  regard 
to  substitutes — amongst  other  inconveniencies  His  grevious  to  hear 
of  X50  offered  for  two  months,  to  many  of  those  who  can  not  be 
trusted,  nor  are  some  of  them  worth  their  rations.  With  respeot 
to  the  Liquors  promised  the  Militia,  Council  will  remember  that 
General  Washington  would  not  permit  the  dayly  distribution  of 
that  article  for  the  reasons  I  formerly  assigned.  The  sundry  Quar- 
termasters are  the  most  likely  persons  to  be  able  to  tell  the  quantity 
given,  provided  they  have  kept  the  returns  from  their  several  regi- 
ments, k  these  Q'  masters  are  many  of  them  gone  home.  Uotill 
the  !•<  of  Sep'  I  immagin  the  militia  had  the  quantity  every  day. 
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whioh  Liquor  aho  belonged  to  the  State,  sinoo  that  lime,  on  au 
average,  they  maj  have  had  it  once  a  week,  &  that  of  Continental 
qArite ;  these  are  the  best  Ideas  I  have  of  that  matteri  but  can  not 
depend  on  them,  bat  shall  make  what  farther  enquiry  I  possibly 
oan.  This  moment  your  favour  of  the  12*^  ip  delivered  by  a  Coll. 
Clark|  &  shall  detain  this  letter  for  the  enquiry  but  now  mentioned. 
The  powers  oommitted  to  Counoil,  &o.|  I  can  only  say  on  the  first 
view  is  very  neoessary,  as  somci  altho'  but  few  in  my  hearing,  have 
talked  of  martial  Law  aa  inevitable  in  our  State ;  to-morrow  I  shall 
produce  the  act  at  head  Quarters.  As  to  another  General  attack  it 
18  undoubtedly  in  coDtcmplationi  the  consequences  of  which  must 
probably  be  very  important  in  what  ever  scale  they  fall ;  it  is  how- 
ever impossible  for  persons  at  a  distance  to  conceive  the  time  requi- 
site to  refit  after  an  affair,  such  as  ours  of  the  other  day ;  wo  are 
in  the  mean  time  tormenting  their  Picquets,  &  moving  nearer  them, 
perhaps  to  prevent  Mr.  Howe  the  fatigue  of  a  long  march,  as  it's 
said  be  Is  suddenly  to  seek  our  army  in  the  field.  I'm  of  Opinion 
he  would  rather  receive  us  in  his  new  entrenchments — a  reinforco- 
ment  from  York  &  Hhode  Island  he  has  received,  who  have  landed 
at  Wilmington,  a  larger  number  said  to  follow,  but  the  strength  is 
not  yet  weU  ascertained. 

Hy  IMvision  is  now  separated.  General  Potter  with  his  Brigade 
being  sent  to  Chester  County  to  annoy  the  Enemies  small  parties,  - 
whether  Horse  or  foot,  that  may  be  found  on  the  Lancaster  or  Derby  ^ 
roads,  prevent  provisions  going  to  the  enemy,  &c.  I  have  heard  of; 
a  fifth  olaas  of  tho  Militia  of  that  County  being  ordered  to  remain 
for  its  own  defence,  which  is  very  proper ,  the  Commander  of  that 
Class  ought  to  communicate  with  General  Potter  &  occasionally  take 
his  instructions.  A  number  of  the  G allies  have  behaved  nobly, 
beating  back  several  of  the  ships  of  force,  and  lately  took  two  officers 
&  about  fifty  privates,  either  from  Province  or  Carpenter  Island. 
Succours  of  Men  &  ammunition  hath  been  sent  them.  This  letter 
will  searoely  give  you  the  first  of  the  blessed  news  from  the  North- 
ward, yet  may  so  cood  a  story  be  twice  told.  General  Gates's  army 
on  this  day  week,  &  the  following  day,  has  totally  routed  the  army 
of  the  great  Bifrgoyne,  taken  upward  of  three  hundred  prisoners,  a 
nnntiber  of  canon,  &c.,  &e.,  but  the  particulars  you  will  more  fully 
hear  from  Congress.  May  God  be  praised,  &  let  every  honest 
Ai&arioan  say  amen. 

General  Irwin  presents  his  compliments  &  joines  in  oongratnla- 
tioBi  to  your  ExoeUenoy  &  CounciL 

with  your  most  obed^ 

humbl*  serv^ 

JOHN  ARMSTEONG. 

P.  8.  Fm  sorry  to  tell  yon  that  after  all  the  enquiry  that  can 
now  be  made  here,  no  true  report  of  the  quantity  of  spirits  giv«;a 
to  any  particnlar  Battalion  can  possibly  be  made,  nor  if  yoa  even 
Vol.  V.-^29 
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bad  all  the  Q'  Hasten  who  are  now  disperaed|  I  qneatkn  wMber 
thej  have  notes  sufficient  for  the  purpose ;  the  first  called  oat  I 
suppose  has  little,  if  any  thing  of  that  sort  to  demand ;  perhaps  tks 
Coirs  of  the  Battalions  maj  be  able  to  say  more  than  I  can  firon 
them,  &  the  sundry  Q'  Masters  oan  any  farther  light  possible  be 
had ;  some  Battalions  have  had  more  than  others ;  from  the  let  ef 
Sept'r,  or  at  farthest,  from  the  10th  of  that  month,  I  think  all  tke 
spirits  they  have  had  was  found  by  Continental  Commissaries,  of 
whicb^  as  to  the  quantity,  no  doubt  Uiey  will  have  an  aceoimt. 

J.  A 

Directed. 
To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton. 


Board  of  War  to  PRBajDENT  Wharton,  1777. 

Lancaster,  October,  15th,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  militia  of  this  state  are  still  in  great  want  of  arms,  and  Coon- 
c^  are  informed  that  there  are  many  light  ones  at  Bethlehem  which 
have  not  stood  full  proof,  which  may  do  in  the  hands  of  careful  men 
tised  to  arms.  Those  council  request  the  Board  of  war  will  order  to 
DC  delivered  for  the  militia.  You  will  please  to  lay  this  busineaB 
before  the  hon'ble  Board  of  war  and  let  me  know  their  answer. 

I  am  respectfully 

Your  humble  servant. 


Tench  Tilghman  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

N  Head  Quarters,  15th,  October,  1777* 

Sir, 

.  I  yesterday  rec*  the  fav'  of  yours  of  the  13th,  and  wish  it  were  in 
my  power  to  afford  as  iinuch  time  as  I  oould  wish  to  give  the  pren- 
dcQt  and  Council  the  particulars  of  the  ocourenoes  m  the  Amy* 
Wc  have  rec'  certain  accounts  of  the  late  glorious  Victory  to  the 
northward.  We  took  two  I2»*  and  six  6»*  Brass  Cannon  with  a 
number  of  Tents  and  a  quantity  of  Baggage.  Prisoners  Sir  Francie 
Clark  A.  D.  C,  to  Burgoin.  The  commanding  officer  of  Artillery 
and  of  the  British  Grenadiers,  the  Q-  M.  Gen>  said,  to  be  Krother  to 
Oen*  Carlton,  a  number  of  inferior  Rank,  and  about  250  privates. 
The  skin  are  oonsiderable^  ignong  them  Gen'  Fmser.    Our  loss  does 
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Qol  exoead  80,  only  one  sabtltern  killed  and  amonff  our  wounded  aro 
On}  Linoola  and  Arnold,  the  latter  will  lose  his  Teg.     The  enemy 
have  left  upwards  of  800  siok  and  woanded,  among  them  aix  Cap- ' 
tiiM.    Gei^  Borgoine  haa  retired  towards  Fort  fidward,  hot  Oen' 
Qatea  had  taken  the  precaution  to  throw  2000  men  in  his  Rear/ 
whioh  I  hope  will  put  a  stop  to  him  till  our  Army  get  up.    They  are 
in  panredt    This  we  have  from  the  Adjutant  Gen*  of  the  Northern 
Army.    The  taking  of  Fort  Montgomery  cost  Gen*  S'  Harry  Clinton 
maeh  blood.    I  hate  aeen  a  hand  BUI  printed  in  New  York  in 
wfaieh  they  oonfess  the  loss  of  Gen*  Campbell,  Major  Still,  Major* 
Ghant  and  Csp*  Steward.    We  have  this  moment  reo*  letters  from 
?orft  MijQSin,  they  are  in  good  spirits,  and  the  Enemy  have  not  yet 
laade  the  l^t  impression.    You  must  not  depond  upon  me  for  a' 
regular  Correspondence,  if  Mr.  Paine  is  not  in  the  way  and  any  thing 
material  occurs  I  will  give  you  a  line. 

I  am^  Sir, 

Y'  most  ob'  Serv*, 

TENCH  TILGHMAN. 
Directed^ 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  State  at  Lancaster. 

Jkdonement. 

From  Col.  T.  Tilghman,  rece'd  October  16th,  1777. 


#• 


BoABD  OP  War  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

War  Office,  Oct.  15th,  1777.     . 

I  am  directed  to  communicate  to  you  the  following  Resolves  of 
Congress  &  to  inform  you  that  the  Board  are  very  desirous  &  hope- 
you  will  also  be  anxious  to  carry  them  into  speedy  Execution,  as  the 
Army  on  which  our  Cause  so  much  depends  are  in  a  suffering  Con- 
ation from  the  Want  of  the  Articles  enumerated  in  the  Resolves, 
ftmie  Attempts  have  been  made  but  with  small  success  to  obtain  tho 
Mieoeasaries  reauired  by  the  army,  at  &  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  this 
Place  'ft  notwithstanding  a  Number  of  Shoes  have  been  obtained 
thero  are  no  other  Articles  to  be  procured  &  even  these  are  at  such 
extravagant  Rates  as  almost  to  amount  to  a  Prohibition  to  purchase 
them. 

In  Congress,  Sep'  27th,  1777. 
«  Resolved, 

^  That  the  Board  of  War  be  directed  to  co-operate  with  General 
'^Waahington  in  devising  &  carrying  into  Execution  the  most 
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<<  effeotaal  Measaret  for  snppljing  the  Army  irith  Fire-ftrmiY  Shoes, 
<<  Blanketts,  Stookings,  ProTiaioa  &  Otber  Neeessaries  &  that  in  «• 
'<  eoatiDg  iikiB  BaBiDeBs  tbe  CoUeeiion  be  oonfioed  as  orach  at  Gn^ 
<<  camsUooes  will  admitt  to  Peraona  of  disaaftoted  &  eqnivool 
<<  Gbaraetenu'' 

In  CoDgrean^  Oot  18tb^  1777. 

"  Ordered, 

<'  Tbat  the  Board  of  War  apply  to  the  Bzeeatire  Powera  of  Pnn- 
'<  ailvania  &  request  their  Co-operation  to  supply  the  Army  with 
'^  shoes  &  stockings  &  other  Necessary  that  the  said  Board  maiDtains 
<<  a  constant  Correspondenee  with  the  Executive  Powers  of  the  and 
<<  State  and  with  Qeneral  Washington  for  the  Pnrposea  aboit 
'<  mentioned^  &  for  the  Service  of  the  Army  in  Oeneral/' 

I  am  your  very  obcd*  Serv*, 

RIOHARD  PETERS,  Sec'j. 

On  public  Service.  To  His  Ezoelleney  Thomas  Wharton  j'  Esq. 
President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Penn^TBois 
Lancaster. 


General  Clinton  to  General  Potman,  1777. 

Kings  Town,  l^th,  October,  1777. 
10  O'clock  Wednesday  Evening. 

Dear  General,  v 

What  follows  is  the  Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  the  City  of  Albany  to  the  president  of  the  Council  of 
Safety,  I  congratulate  you  on  the  important  intelligence  contained 
in  it. 
Xo  Gen>  Pntman- 

Albany,  15th,  October,  1777. 
''Last  night  at  8.0'Clock  the  Capitulation  where  by  General 
Bnrgoine  and  whole  Army  surrendered  themselves  prisoners  of  War 
was  signed,  and  this  morning  they  have  to  march  oulT  towards  the 
River  above  Fish  Creek  with  the  Honors  of  War,  and  there  ground 
their  Arms.  They  are  from  thence  to  be  marched  to  Massachusetts 
Bay.    We  congratulate  you  on  this  happy  event  and  remain 

Y"  &c. 

Geo.  Clinton. 

(Copy) 
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Fehb.  Whaeton  to  Col.  Blaine,  1777. 

Iianoaster,  16th  October,  1777. 
Sir) 

I  have  layed  before  the  GouDcil  of  Safety,  who  are  sitting  here, 
the  iodoeed  Letter  from  Mr.  BachaDnaD|  dated  the  13th  iDBtanti 
at  YotIe,  eoneermng  the  prioee  of  beef  &  pork,  needed  for  the  Coa- 
tioeDtal  Army. 

The  Legiskture  in  this  time  of  difficulty  &  invasion  has  enabled 
.va  to  make  regnlations  in  regard  to  the  priees  of  Victuals  &  other 
.neoeseariea  for  the  Army,  &  to  inforce  the  sale  of  them  where  they 
jure  withholden.  The  Commissaries  may  be  assured  of  our  Co-opera- 
tion &  aid.  We  have  remarked  to  Mr.  Buchannan  that  the  price 
of  pork  as  set  by  him  is  rather  low,  &  desired  him  to  re-consider  i|, 
as  to  this  State.  At  his  request,  the  Commissary  of  the  Naval 
armament  in  Delaware  will  bo  immediately  directed  to  conform  to 
such  regulatfons  as  you  may  publish,  in  his  purchases. 

I  am,  Sir,  in  behalf  of  the  Council  of  Safety, 

Your  very  obedient,  hum*  Servant. 

(To  Col.  Blaine.) 


Pees.  Whaeton  to  Col.  Buchanan,  1777. 

Lancaster,  Oct  16, 1777. 

The  Comieil  have  rec*  your  Letter  Inelosiug  that  to  Mr.  Blaine. 
The  Aflsembly  have  made  no  Law  to  regulate  prices,  but  have  em- 
power'd  ns  (in  Council  of  Safety)  to  do  it,  and  we  approve  of  your 
plas ;  have  forwarded  yours  to  Mr.  Blaine  inclosed  in  one  from  us, 
h  will  eo-operate  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  particularly  by  direet- 
•ing  our  Commissary  to  not  bid  above  you.  However,  we  would 
feeoinmeDd  it  to  your  Serious  Consideration  whether  Pork  be  not 
eatimated  too  low.  Pork  has  usually  exceeded  the  Price  of  Beef, 
Imton  your  regulation  is  lower.  Will  this  do  f  We  rather  doubt 
it. 

I  am,  Sir, 

*      Your  most  H.  Servant. 

Coll.  Buchanan. 
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RBSOLunoir  of  Congrbss,  1777.  ^ 

In  Congress,  October  16th,  1777. 

Ordered,  That  a  Copy  of  Oenl.  Washington's  Letter  of  the  13tli 
and  Betnms  relative  to  Cloathing  wanted  tat  the  Armj  be  seat  by 
Express  to  each  of  the  States  of  Massachussetts  Bay,  ConneoUea^ 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  Virginia,  and  that  thej 
be  respectively  requested  to  send  to  the  General  with  ell  posnUe 
Dispatch  as  many  of  the  several  Articles  mentioned  in  the  Betom 
as  can  be  collected  and  are  not  immediately  wanted  for  their  respae- 
tive  Regiments  which  have  not  joined  the  Army  aforesaid,  and  to 
order  the  Officers  in  the  Cloathier's  Department  in  the  States  afors^ 
said  to  use  their  utmost  Exertions  in  forwarding  the  Cloathing  in 
their  Possession  as  aforesaid. 

By  order  of  Congress, 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Braid'. 


Gknl.  WASHiNaTON  TO  Prbs.  Whartoh,  1777. 

Head  Qoarters,  17th  Octc,  1777. 

Sir, 

As  the  term  of  service  of  great  numbers  of  the  Hilitta  of  this 
State,  who  were  called  out  some  time  ago,  has  expired,  and  their 
places  have  been  by  no  means  punctually  filled  up  by  succeeding 
Classes,  I  am  constrained  to  call  upon  you  in  the  moat  pressiog 
manner,  to  exert  the  Powers  of  Government,  not  only  to  keep  op 
the  number  of  four  thousand  men  denuudded  by  Congress^  bat  of  a 
much  greater  number  if  they  can  possibly  be  armed  &  aooootred. 
When  the  Capital  of  your  State  is  in  the  Enemies  bands,  and  when 
they  can  only  be  dislodged  from  thence  by  a  powerful  reinforcement 
of  Militia,  in  aid  of  the  Continental  Troops,  there  should  not  be  a 
moment's  hesitation  whether  one  or  two  Classes  should  be  eoa- 
manded  to  appear,  but  at  least  one  half  of  the  men  capable  to  bear 
arms  should  be  called  into  the  Field.  By  exertions  of  this  kind, 
New  Tork,  tho'  sorely  oppressed  by  our  avowed  Enemies,  and  mors 
so  by  our  internal  foes,  has  made  a  noble  resistance ;  and  New  Jer- 
sey has  kept  the  Enemy  out  9f  her  limits,  (except  now  and  Uien  a 
hasty  descent)  without  a  Continental  regiment  Besides  doing  this 
she  has  sent,  and  is  now  sending,  reinforcements  to  this  and  the 
Northern  Army.  It  will  be  no  great  while  before  the  Militia  from 
MaryUnd  &  Virginia  will  have  performed  their  Tour  of  duty,  &  the 
distance  which  most  of  them  have  to  travel  before  thoy  reach  the 
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iBbmy,  I  cannot  expect  much  more  assistance  from  these  quarters  in 
the  course  of  the  remaining  part  of  the  Campaign.  I  assure  you, 
Sir,  it  is  matter  of  astonishment  to  every  part  of  the  Continent^  to 
hear  that  Pensylvania,  the  most  opulent  and  populous  of  all-  the 
States^  has  but  Twelve  hundred  Militia  in  the  Field,  at  a  time  when 
the  Enemy  are  endeavouring  to  make  themselves  compleatly  masters 
of,  and  to  fix  their  Winter  Quarters  in  her  Capital.  Without  the 
free  Navigation  of  Delaware,  I  am  confident  that  Genl.  Howe  will 
never  remain  in  Philadelphia,  and  I  am  as  confident  that  had  I  a 
sufficient  force  to  afford  as  much  assistance  to  the  Forts  upon  Dela- 
ware as  their  importance  deserves,  that  he  would  not  be  able  to  pos- 
sess them.  I  have  spared  as  many  of  the  Continental  Troops  as  I 
possibly  can,  without  endangering  the  safety  of  this  Army,  and  I 
shall  still  continue  to  afford  every  further  relief  in  my  Power.  From 
this  state  of  facts,  I  hope  that  you  will  not  lose  a  moment,  in  call- 
ing upon,  and  endeavouring  to  ronse  the  people  of  this  Province  to  a 
manly  and  effectual  opposition,  and  I  know  of  no  means  so  likely  to 
answer,  as  not  to  confine  the  demand  to  any  particular  number,  but 
call  upon  every  man  to  come  forth.  The  County  Lieutenants  should 
be  particularly  careful  to  scq  that  all  those  who  have  arms  and 
accoutrements  of  their  own  bring  them  out,  for  they  have  a  very 
mistaken  notion  that  there  are  full  Supplies  in  the  Continental  Stores. 
Many  even  come  out  without  Blankets,  expecting  to  find  them. 

There  is  another  matter  which  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  the 
serious  consideration  of  the  Legislature  of  your  State.  That  is  the 
fidling  upon  some  mode  of  compleating  and  keeping  up  the  Quota  of 

Jour  Continental  regiments.  Upon  an  average,  your  Battalions 
ave  never  been  above  one  third  fnU,  and  now,  many  of  Ihem  are 
&r  below  even  that.  From  the  extravagant  prices  given  to  substi- 
tutes in  the  Militia  in  the  different  States,  it  has  become  impossible 
to  reoruit  men  upon  the  Bounty  allowed  by  Conmss.  The  New 
England  States  and  Virginia  have  began  to  adopt  the  mode  of  draft- 
ingi  and  I  am  informed  they  have  succeeded  verv  well.  I  am  con- 
vinced that  this  will  be  found  the  only  method  of  raising  Continental 
Troops,  and  if  the  measure  was  to  become  general  throughout  thd 
States,  it  would  not  be  deemed  a  hardship.  I  mention  this  matter 
to  you  at  this  time,  in  hopes  that  you  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  fall 
npon  this  or  some  other  mode  to  recruit  your  regiments  in  the 
course  of  this  fall  and  winter,  and  as  it  is  more  than  probable  that 
our  opposition  will  not  end  with  this  Campaign,  we  ought  to  endea- 
vour to  have  a  respectable  Army  in  the  Field  in  the  Spring,  before 
the  Enemy  can  receive  further  reinforcements  from  Europe. 

I  haVe  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  most  Obet.  hum.  Servant, 

Q\  WASHINGTON. 

Just  as  I  was  upon  closing  my  letter  the  inclosed  most  interest- 
ing and  happy  intelligence  came  to  my  hands.    It  remains  for  us  to 
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play  a  connterpari,  and  to  enable  me  to  do  it  effeotnally  I  hope  tito 
whole  Foroe  of  yoor  State  will  poor  forth. 

Dirededf 

(On  Public  Service.)    The  Honble  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire^ 
President  of  the  State  of  Pensylfania,  Lancaster. 

6».  Washington.  ^ 


Pbesidbnt  Wharton  to  Commodore  Hazblwood. 

In  Council  of  Safety,  Lancaster,  Ocf  17th,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  did  myself  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  you  the  15th  Inst.,  to  be 
forwarded  from  Head  Quarters.  After  the  express  left  this  I  received 
your  two  letters  dated  the  8^  &  11^  Inst,  and  congratulate  you  on 
your  success  against  the  Enemy's  Battery,  'tis  pitty  any  thing  should 
happen  to  prevent  the  whole  ortheir  sinsdl  Garrison  falling  into  your 
hands  after  they  had  once  surrendered. 

I  make  no  doubt  by  this  time  you  have  the  remainder,  with  any 
reinforcement  they  may  have  sent  j  and  that  you  have  fully  con- 
vinced the  British  officers  that  you  can  and  will  prevent  their  ships 
passing  the  Chevauz  De  Prize,  by  doins  this  you  render  essential 
service  to  your  country  and  will  be  entitled  to  their  best  thanks. 

The  late  glorious  success  of  the  army  under  command  of  Gen' 
Gates,  over  Gen*  Burgoyne,  must  give  pleasure  to  every  true  Friend 
to  Liberty  and  inspire  our  fleet  and  Army  in  this  quarter  with  such 
sentiments  I  hope  as  will  lead  them  on  victorv,  so  tnat  we  may  soon 
enjoy  the  blessings  of  Peace.  The  Inclosed  letter  for  Wm.  Grisnin, 
Esq.,  Commissary  of  Provisions  for  the  Fleet  of  this  State,  I  beg 
jou  to  deliver  or  forward  to  him,  as  I  don't  know  where  to  direct  it, 
it  is  left  open  for  your  perusaL 

I  am  in  behalf  of  the  Council,  yours  & 

Colonel  Bradford's  Very  Hum*  Servant, 

THO-.  WHARTON,  Jun',  Pres*. 
(Copy.) 
Directed^ 

To  Comodore  Haselwood. 
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President  of  Congress  to  Assembly,  177T. 

York  TowO;  Pennsylvania;  October  17%  1777. 
CknUemen, 

I  have  the  Honour  to  transmit  a  Copy  of  the  Returns  to  Congress 
from  General  Washington  of  those  articles  of  Clothing  that  are 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  Army  under  his  immediate  Command, 
accompanied  with  an  Extract  of  the  General's  Letter  on  the  Subject. 
From  these  you  will  perceive  that  the  Troops  are  in  the  greatest 
distress,  and  likely  to  suffer  still  more  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
approaching  season,  unless  they  are  relieved  in  Time.  I  am  there- 
fore, in  obedience  to  the  enclosed  order  of  Congress,  earnestly  to 
request  you  will  forward  to  Head  Quarters,  with  all  possible  Dispatch, 
all  such  articles  mentioned  in  the  Return  as  you  are  able  to  collect, 
and  which  are  not  immediately  wanted  for  these  Regiments  that  have 
not  yet  joined  the  Army.  You  will  also  be  pleased  to  issue  orders 
to  the  officers  of  the  Clothier's  Department  who  reside  in  your  State 
to  exert  themselves  to  forward  the  Clothing,  agreeably  to  the  enclosed 
Requisition  of  Congress.  I  must  also  entreat  your  attention  to  the 
other  Resolves  herewith  transmitted. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obed'  & 

Very  h'ble  Serv*, 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Presid*. 
Directed^ 
To  Honble  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Council  op  Safety  to  Wm.  Crispin,  1777. 

In  Council  of  Safety,  Lancaster,  Oct.  17th,  1777. 
Sir, 

As  Council  has  not  heard  from  you  lately  they  are  under  somo 
vneaainess,  lest  the  Fleet  in  the  Delaware  may  jiuflFer  for  the  want  of 
Provisions,  &c.  I  therefore  request  that  you  will  attend  to  that 
matter  and  furnish  every  article  that  may  be  necessary.  As  the 
Commissary  General  of  Purchases,  Mr.  Buchanan,  has  fixed  the 
prices  of  Beef  k  Pork,  the  former  at  Ten  Dollars  ^  Ct.,  sinking 
the  fifth  quarter  as  he  terms  it,  and  Six  Dollars  ^  Ct.  for  Pork,  the 
same  prices  must  govern  your  purchases,  and  in  future  you  are  not 
to  give  a  greater  price  than  they  allow  for  the  necesaarys  wanted  for 
tht  army,  it  is  proper  to  mention  to  yon  that  the  price  he  haa  fixed 

29* 
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for  pork  we  have  hinted  to  him  is  in  onr  opinion  too  low  and  demred 
he  would  reconsider  it.  I  hope  and  expect  the  different  Salt  Works 
will  famish  salt  sufficient  for  this  and  the  neighhouring  states.  A 
quantity  of  Beef  and  Pork  should  he  Barrelled  up  for  the  use  of  oar 
Navy,  this  you  should  Immediately  attend  to^  and  if  mon^  la  wanted 
for  this  and  other  purposes  of  the  State  you  will  be  furnished  on 
application  by  Letter  or  otherwise  to  Oouncil. 
I  am  in  behalf  of  the  Conncil| 
Sir,  your  very  Humble  Servant, 

THO.  WHARTON,  Jun',  Pres'. 
(Copy.) 
Directed. 
To  William  Crispin,  Esq. 


Archibald  McClean,  &c.,  to  Y.  F.  Geo.  Bryan,  1777. 

York,  October,  ITtb,  1777. 
Sir, 

An  Election  has  been  held  here,  (in,  we  believe,  an  orderly  man- 
ner,) under  and  in  Pursuance  of  the  Late  Act  of  General  Assembly 
of  this  State,  Altho'  the  Number  of  Electors  have  been  but  very 
few,  even  of  the  Part  of  the  Inhabitants,  who  have  qualified  them- 
selves to  be  admitted  to  vote  by  taking  the  Test  Required. 

Amongst  those  elected  is  William  Bowan  and  William  Scott,  for 
Sheriffs.  The  former  we  must  from  a  Steady  Principle  of  renderiog 
Essential  Service  to  the  County,  &  not  from  private  Views,  Caprice, 
or  Pique,  inform  the  Council  is  not  in  our  opinion  'capable  or  ade- 
quate to  fill  that  important  station  cither  with  reputation  to  himself, 
or  to  render  suitable  and  the  Requisite  Service  to  the  County.  The 
Other,  William  Scott,  is  an  Active^  Vigilant,  &  popular  Man,  and 
very  capable  of  the  Execution  of  the  office,  but  is  at  present  a  Major 
in  the  Militia,  and  absent  on  service,  tho'  expected  home  every  day 
as  the  time  of  his  Service  is  now  expired.  Also,  he  ia  mt  preaeot 
(me  of  our  most  serviceable  Magistrates,  and  had  just  entered  oo  the 
Execution  of  that  Trust  when  »lled  out  On  the  one  hand  we  are 
not  oertain  that  he  will  accept  the  Shreivalty,  and  on  the  other,  his 
Si  rvioes  will  be  m  aoh  wanted  as  a  Magistrate.  Upon  the  Whole 
we  would  Rest  the  matter  with  the  Council,  only  that  we  wotU 
humbly  propose,  That  a  Oommisaion  should  not  be  granted  to  Mr. 
Bowan  for  a  few  days^  until  we  can  know  the  mind  of  Mr.  Boott  in 
the  Premises,  &  whieh ,  when  known,  we  will  be  eareftd  to  give  ia^ 
mediate  aeeouat  theieef.    In  B^;ard  to  the  openiai^  of  tba  CSevdi 
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40  Term  ounihigy  we  have  simted  our  Diffionlties  to  Mr.  Morris^  k 
are  in  hopes  tbat  tbrongh  his  goodness  and  Readiness  to  oblige  ns^ 
the  GoQiunl  will  previously  give  us  saoh  Direotioiis,  &  send  ua  such 
aisiifnnee  aa  may  be  neoeasary,  &o. 

We  are  Sir, 

with  dae  Regard,  your  most 

obedient  humble  ServantSi 

ARCH'D  MoCLEAN, 
DAVID  JAMESON, 
WM.  LEAS. 

*  P.  8.  It  is  to  be  noted  and  particularly  observed,  tbat  Mr.  Rowan 
liveth  about  SO  miles  from  Town,  and  now  at  this  Time  of  deamesa 
of  living  &  getting  suitable  Lodgings,  &  an  apartment  for  an  Office, 
the  County  must  Expect  to  7>e  as  tho'  we  had  no  officer  of  that  oha^ 
nfiter :  Whereas  Mr,  Scott  is  a  Resident  of  the  Town. 

JHrecUd, 

To  Ooorge  Bryan,  E:3qoire,  Vice  President  of  the  Supreme  Execu- 
tive GounoiJ. 


Council  op  Safbtt  to  Board  oj  War,  1777. 

In  Council  of  Safety, 

Lancaster,  18«*  Oof,  1777. 

Sir, 

We  have  this  day  received  a  letter  firom  the  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  War  respecting  Fire  Arms,  Shoes,  Blankets,  Provisions,  & 
other  neoenaries  for  the  Army,  &  are  heartily  desirous  of  oontribu- 
twf  all  the  assistance  in  our  power  to  the  procuring  of  these 
articles. 

On  the  subject  of  Shoes,  (a  most  essential  article,)  we  find  that 
iome  confusion  has  taken  place  by  the  different  orders  from  your 
Board  to  the  Commissary  of  Hides  b  others,  particularly  at  this 
nlaoe.  We  would  beg  you  to  consider  whether  a  plan  might  not  be 
formed  for  oonfining  Sie  Commissary  to  the  Business  of  curing  and 
nving  the  Hides ;  he  to  deliver  thiem  to  proper  persons  to  bs  ap- 

Cted  in  different  places,  who  shall  exchange  them  for  wrought 
her  &  Shoes,  w«^  when  mann&etured  shall  by  them  be  delivered 
to  the  Clothier  (General.  These  persons  might  be  appointed  either 
Iq  yonr  Board  or  this,  k  should  be  enjoined  to  fulfil  the  Contracts 
el  dw  Commissary  of  Bides  already  made.    Business  in  this  Wi^i 
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we  conoeiYei  would  be  done  with  more  BegnUritj  and  to  better 

parpoee. 

.    The  praetice  of  some  of  your  Gommiosariea  in  baying  meat  liroa 

the  Batchers,  instead  of  live  Cattle,  on  many  aooonnta  reqoirea  to  bt 

restrained.    The  Skins  are  by  this  means  lost  to  the  pabliek|  &  the 

meat  comes  enormonsly  high. 

As  to  Stockings  we  believe  great  Qaantities  are  in  the  Hands  of 
your  Clothier  Greneral.  We  donbt  not  Care  will  be  taken  for  i 
proper  Disposition  of  them. 

We  shall  think  it  our  Duty  to  join  in  conferring  all  necessary 
authority  upon  your  officers  where  the  good  of  the  Service  requires 
it ;  but  we  cannot  forbear  to  hint  that  a  more  careful  attention  to 
the  appointment  of  officers  would  be  highly  benefioial.  These  men 
in  several  instances  by  oppressing  our  Friends  &  exempting  our 
aeoret  Bnemies  from  publick  Burdens,  that  of  Waggona  being  im- 
pressed in  particnlar,  have  but  too  successfully  contributed  to  imprest 
people  with  the  notion  that  it  is  most  for  their  Interest  to  be  Tories. 
In  the  Quarter-master's  Line  we  shall  mention  one  or  two  among 
those  of  whom  we  have  beard  Complain, — M'  Robert  Lettis  Hooper 
of  Eastown,  &  M'  John  Biddle  of  Beading.  Others  of  this  sort  we 
shall  take  the  liberty  of  naming  as  they  come  to  our  notioe,  &  we 
really  apprehend  you  will  find  upon  enquiry  that  it  will  be  necessary 
to  make  Examples  of  some  of  them. 

We  are,  &o. 

Directed, 

To  Qon.  The  Prosid'  of  the  Board  of  War. 


GkNERAL  ARMSTRONa  TO  PRESIDENT  WhARTOK,  1777. 

Head  Quarters,  Worcester,  18^^  Oetob',  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  address  and  oongratnlate  yon  <m  the  intel- 
ligence of  this  morning,  but  a  little  lower  than  that  which  is  Evan- 
selical,  and  from  the  same  source. 

That  on  the  14*>'  Ind^  General  Bnrgoyne  and  the  whole  remahis 
of  his  Army  surrendered  to  General  Gates  and  the  Armr  under  hb 
Oommand  !  The  Enemy  were  allowed  to  march  out  of  their  lines 
or  Encampment  with  the  hononTof  War,  were  to  ground  their  arms 
at  a  particular  spot,  which  was  aooordingly  done.  They  are  to  be 
aent  prisoners  of  War  to  the  Massachnsets  Bay. 

This  is  a  blessing  not  only  far  exceeding  America's  merit,  hot 
eren  onr  most  sanguine  expectations,  yet  not  too  high  for  the  Ood 
of  Americans,  tho  author  of  justice  &  beneficence  to  beetow. 

The  intelligenoe  is  come  from  Oovemor  Clinton  to  Oenenll  Pot- 
nam^  ft  from  him  to  onr  Commander  in  Chief  W0  iwHefv  it  ennol 
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be  doubted,  and  tbat  two  or  three  days  will  bring  the  confirmation 
and  farther  particulars  from  General  Gates.  The  General  has  just  now 
asked  me  to  repair  to  you  in  order  to  concert  measures  to  draw  out 
the  strength  of  this  State  to  aid  him  in  suppressing  the  arch  tyrants 
now  in  Philad*.  I  cannot  refuse  the  journey,  and  shall,  I  supposOi 
pet  out  in  the  morning.  Please  by  some  direct  &  early  means  to 
forward  that  to  my  wife,  as  in  it  an  early  foundation  is  laid  for  the 
people  of  Cumberland. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Most  respectfully  yours, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

(IT*  But  this  moment  wo  hear  the  Enemy  are  approaching  us. 

Directed^ 

On  the  Public  Service. 

To  His  Excellency  Tho»  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 
^  Express. 


Board  op  War  to  T,  Matlack,  1777. 

War  Office,  Oct'  18**,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  have  laid  your  Letter  relative  to  Arms  before  the  Board  agree- 
able to  your  request.  They  are  not  acquainted  by  any  of  the  officers 
having  Charge  of  arms  of  those  said  in  your  Letter  to  be  at  Bethle- 
hem. There  were  some  time  ago  between  two  &  three  hundred  old 
Arms  in  bad  order  left  at  Bethlehem  by  the  Continental  Troops 
passing  thro'  that  Place,  &  Mr.  Okely,  who  had  the  care  of  them, 
wrote  about  two  months  ago  that  he  was  putting  them  into  the  hands 
of  Workmen  to  be  repaired,  &  that  altho  many  had  been  repaired  he 
bad  none  fit  for  service,  as  all  those  repaired  had  been  delivered  out 
to  the  Militia  of  Northampton  County.  1  have  by  Direction  of  the 
Board  enclosed  an  Order  agreeable  to  the  Terms  of  your  Letter,  & 
ana 

your  very  obed* 

humble  Serv*, 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Sec'y. 
On  public  Service. 

DirecUd^ 

.    To  Col.  Timothy  Matlack,  Secretary  of  the  Supreme  Ex.  Council 

of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 

WarOfiee. 
BMiard  Peten,  Seojr. 
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Board  War  to  Pbesidknt  Wharton,  1777. 

»• 

War  Office^  York  Town,  Oct'r  18th  1777. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  Honour  of  tranennitting  yon  the  Resolves  of  Ccmgrtm 
relative  to  the  supply  of  the  wants  of  the  Arm j  which  are  so  nu* 
merous  &  pressing  that  without  the  speediest  &  most  yigoroni 
Exertions  are  made  to  answer  the  Demands  made  lor  the  Articles, 
particularly  enumerated  in  the  Resolves,  it  will  he  impossihle  for  the 
Troops  to  keep  the  Field,  &  Consequences  the  most  alarming  will 
therefore  ensue. 

I  am  directed  to  commnnioate  to  yon  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Council  of  Safety,  that  the  Board  have  received  Satisfactory  Infers 
mation  that  a  great  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Connty  of 
Chester,  conveyed  IntcUigenoe,  &  supplied  Provisions  to  the  enemy 
during  their  Progress  thro'  that  County,  &  without  such  assistanoe 
their  attempt  upon  Philadelphia,  would  in  all  Probability  not  have 
succeeded.  These  Persons  can  be  considered  in  no  other  Light  than 
as  Traitors  to  this  State,  &  avowed  enemies  to  the  United  States,  ft 
therefore  the  great  principle  of  self  Preservation  requires  that  the 
most  effectual  means  should  be  forthwith  pursued  to  pat  it  out  of 
their  Power  to  persist  in  their  former  Mal-Practices,  by  taking  from 
them  such  Articles  of  Cloathing  &  Provisions,  &  of  the  ibrmer  pap 
ticniariy  shoes  stockings,  &  Blanketts,  as  might  serve  for  the  comfort 
&  Subsistence  of^the  Enemy's  Ariny,  &  the  Acquisition  whereof  is 
of  absolnte  Neoessity  to  the  existence  of  our  own.  The  Board  there- 
fore earnestly  request  that  the  Council  will  with  the  utmost  Dispatek 
call  forth  k  send  to  the  County  of  Chester,  Spirited  ft  determined 
Militia  under  the  Command  of  discreet  &  active  OflSeers  for  the 
Purpose  of  eolleeting  Blanketts  Shoes,  &  Stoekioss  for  the  use  of  the 
American  Army,  from  sneh  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  county  as 
have  not  taken  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  allegiance  to  the  State  of 
Pennsilvania,  ft  have  shewn  their  attachment  to  the  eanse  of  the 
Enemy.  The  Board  also  requests  that  yon  will  send  careful  persons 
to  take  charge  of,  ft  convey  to  places  of  safety  sneh  Articles  as  may 
he  collected,  ft  to  give  certificates  expressing  the  Number  ft  Quality 
of  the  Articles  taken  in  order  that  compensation  may  be  made  at  a 
reasonable  rate  to  such,  as  may  be  deemed  entitled  thereto.  It  is 
also  recommended  to  the  Council  that  they  cause  to  be  removed  all 
the  stock,  ft  provisioDs,  which  may  be  useful  to  the  Enemy  from  all 
parts  of  the  Conntiry  immediately  exposed  to  their  Incursions  giving 
to  the  Possessors  Certificates  as  aforesaid,  ft  that  this  operation  both 
with  Regard  to  Cloathing,  ft  Provisions  be  extended  to  any  otter 
Parts  of  this  State  wherein  the  Inhabitants  have  evidenced  their 
Disaffection  to  the  American  Cause.  It  is  apprehended  that  if  Oen- 
eral  Washiogton  is  made  acquainted  by  you  of  the  Time  when  tfab 
Plan  is  to  be  carried  into  effect,  he  will  probafa^  ord«r  Qmtral  Fitter 
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or  tbe  oommanding  officer  of  the  Militia  now  in  that  County  to  co- 
operate with  the  officers  yon  may  appoint  for  the  I^arposes  before 
mentioned.  As  the  occasion  is  pressing;  the  Board  request  yonr 
speedy  answer. 

I  have  the  Honoar 

to  be  with  great  Respect 

your  very  obed'  Serv' 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Secy. 

P.  8.  All  arms  or  warlike  stores  found  in  the  Possession  of  the 
Persons  described  in  the  above  Proposals  should  be  taken  from  them. 

Directed. 

On  tbe  Service  of  the  United  States. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jr.,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Couneil  of  Pennsiivania,  Lancaster. 


QxNiBRAi.  Gates  to  Pbbs't  07  CoNGREgs,  1777. 

No.  1. 

Camp  at  Saratoga,  18th  October,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  haye  the  satisfaction  to  present  your  Excellency  with  the  con- 
ventioii  of  Saratoga  by  which  His  Excellency  D  Gen.  Burgoyne  baa 
surrendered  himself  &  his  whole  Army  into  my  hands  £  they  wt^ 
now  upon  their  march  to  Boston,  thb  signal  and  important  event  is 
the  more  elorious  as  it  was  effected  with  so  little  loss  to  the  'Army  of 
the  United  States. 

This  Letter  will  be  presented  to  your  Excellency  by  Adj*  General 
Col.  Wilkinson  to  whom  I  must  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Excellency 
for  the  particulars  that  brought  this  great  business  to  so  happy  & 
fortunate  a  conclusion.  I  desire  to  be  permitted  to  recommend  this 
gallant  officer  in  the  warmest  manner  to  Congress,  &  intreat  that  he 
may  be  continued  in  his  present  place  with  the  Brivet  of  a  Brigadier 
(General.  The  Honble  Congress  will  believe  me  when  I  assure  them 
that  from  beginning  of  this  war,  I  have  not  met  with  a  more  promi- 
sing Military  Genius  than  Colonel  Wilkinson,  and  whose  services 
have  been  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  Army. 

I  am 

Sir, 

your  Excellency's  most 

obed^  humble  Servant 

HORATIO  GATES. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  John  Hancock;  Esquire. 
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General  Gates  to  MIj.  Gen.  John  Vaughan,  1777. 

No.  2. 

Albany,  19th  October,  1777. 
Sir, 

With  Qneztmpled  cnieltj  you  have  reduced  the  fine  Village  of 
Kingston  to  Ashes,  &  most  of  the  wretched  Inhabitants  to  rain  I  tm 
also  informed  you  continue  to  ravage,  &  burn  all  before, you  on  both 
sides  the  River.  Is  it  thus  your  King's  General  thinks  to  make 
Converts  to  the  Royal  Cause? 

It  is  no  less  surprizing  than  true,  {hat  the  measures  they  adopt  to 
serve  their  master  have  the  quite  contrary  effect 

Their  Cruelty  establishes  the  glorious  act  of  Independency  upon 
the  broad  basis  of  the  general  resentment  of  the  people. 

Other  Generals  &  much  older  officers  than  you  can  pretend  to  be 
are  now  by  the  fortune  of  War  in  my  bands,  their  fortune  may  one 
Day  be  yours,  when  Sir  it  may  not  be  in  the  power  of  any  tbiog 
human  to  save  you  from  the  just  vengeance  of  ^n  injured  people. 

I  am 

Sir, 

y  most  obed*  hum.  Serv^ 

HORATIO  GATES. 

DirecteJ, 
The  Honorable  John  Yaughan,  Maj'  General. 


Gen'l.  Gates  to  President  of  CoNaasss,  1777. 

No.  3. 

Albany,  20th  October,  1777. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  ia  the  copy  of  a  Letter  I  have  this  day  sent  to  Major 
General  Vaughan  who  I  am  told  oommanda  the  burning  party  in 
Hudson's  River,  It  goes  by  the  boat  that  carries  Qen.  Surgoyuee 
Officers  to  Sir  Wm.  Howe,  such  answer  as  I  receive  shall  be  sent  to 
your  Excellency. 

I  cannot  close  my  Letter  without  requesting  your  Excellency  to 
inform  Congress  of  the  great  care  &  attention  with  which  Doctor 
Potts,  &  the  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Hospital  have  conducted  the 
business  of  their  department,  I  must  beg  that  some  honorary  voMxk 
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of  tbe  fiftYoar  of  Congress  may  be  shown  to  Doctor  Potts^  &  his  sub- 
ordinate assooiate^. 

I  am 

Sir, 
jour  Excellency's  most 

obed'  humble  Servant 

HORATIO  GATES. 
DtrecleJ, 

Hia  Szoellenoy  John  Hancock,  Esq.    « 


Eob'oj  Lbttis  Hooper  to  Preset  Wharton,  1777. 

Easton,  Odlober  20, 1777. 
Sir, 

I  reoeived  your  Ezcellenoy's  Letter  of  the  8th  Instant,  and  have 
the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  I  oan  hire  in  this  county  and  in 
Sussex  oounty  in  New  Jersey,  as  many  Teams  as  are  from  time  to 
time  ne'oessary  to  answer  the  purposes  in  my  Department,  without 
being  troublesome  to  your  Ezeellenqy  or  the  Magistrates  of  this 
County.  I  hare  never  impressed  any  teams  but  when  tbe  exigency 
required  their  being  provided  with  the  utmost  dispatch,  and  then 
those  only  who  refused  to  serve  and  were  unfriendly  to  our  cause. 

I  have  in  almost  every  exegency  called  on  the  magistrates  for  their 
assistance,  and  will  continue  so  to  do. 

I  am 

Sir, 

your  Excellency's 

most  hum*  Servant 

ROB'T  LETTIS  HOOPEB,  jun'r. 
Deputy  Qu'  M.  Gen'l. 

Directed, 
On  publick  Business, 
To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.^  at  Lancaster. 
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Wm.  BuchAnnan  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

York  Town,  20tli  Oct',  1777. 
Sir, 

I  am  honoured  with  yours  of  the  16*^  Instant  and  am  much  rejoiced 
to  find  that  your  Assembly  have  empowered  Gent"  in  Council  of 
Safety  so  well  disposed  to  take  up  a  matter  in  my  Opinion  of  the 
last  Importauoe  to  America.  The  Regulations  which  may  be  made 
by  Penosylvania,  will  I  make  no  doubt,  soon  spread  their  Influeoce 
through  the  Neighbouring  States,  and  thereby  most  efiectoally  senre 
the  common  Cause. 

I  acknowledge  the  Price  proposed  by  me  for  Pork,  though  higher 
than  usual,  is  not  in  Proportion  to  that  of  Beef  or  many  other  Arti- 
cles, nor  shall  I  contend  for  that  or  any  other,  but  most  chearfally 
join  in  Support  of  such  Regulations  as  your  Honble  Board  shall 
frame.  Permit  me,  nevertheless,  to  submit  the  Principles  on  which 
I  judged  to  your  Consideration.  And  First,  Six  dollars  is  not  only 
a  generous  Price,  but  far  above  what  has  been  customary.  Pork  u 
vet  in  the  hands  of  the  original  Owners  by  whom  I  may  expect  to 
have  it  as  chearfuUy  and  readily  brought  to  Market  for  6  doUars, 
being  early  informed  that  that  Price  will  not  be  exceeded,  as  they 
would  for  8  or  10.  A  high  prioe  holds  up  the  Idea  of  Scarcity,  A 
which  Mankind  are  too  apt  to  take  Advantage  ft  to  withold  the  A^ 
tide  in  Expectation  of  one  still  higher.  An  cxtnTagant  Price  for 
Beef  has  so  long  been  submitted  to,  that  to  lower  it  very  suddenly 
to  a  proper  one,  I  feared  might  occasion  a  kind  of  Convulsion,  and  also 
ruin  many  well  disposed  Persons,  who  in  the  Way  of  their  very  use- 
ful Business  (of  grazing  and  feeding)  have  been  in  some  Measure 
compelled  to  buy  in  poor  Cattle  at  a  very  high  Price.  In  Fact  the 
Market  for  Beef  has  been  grossly  abused.  That  of  Pork  is  not  yet 
meddled  with.  Therefore,  to  fix  a  generous  Price,  and  by  Degrees 
try  to  bring  other  Articles  to  that  Standard  I  judged  adviseable, 
rather  than  follow  that  ruinous  Rule  of  Proportion  which  in  the 
Course  of  ten  months  Jias  put  almost  every  necessary  of  Life  beyond 
the  Reach  of  money.  Your  Board  will  be  the  best  Judges  of  the 
Gradations  by  which  the  wished  for  Reform  may  most  safely  be 
effected  without  risking  the  Supplies  for  the  Army  and  I  should  be 
glad  to  have  your  Determination  as  soon  as  possible,  especially  on 
the  Article  of  Pork,  as  the  Season  for  it,  approaches  fast 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Sir,  your  mo :  Obd*  hble  Serv*, 

WM.  BUCHANNAN,  C.  O.  of  P. 

The  Honourable  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire,  Preddent  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 
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Besolution  op  Council,  177T. 

In  Council,  Lanoaster  October  21, 1777 
Ordered, 

That  Col*  Evan  Evans,  CoP  William  Evans,  Col»  Thomas,  Col»  Gib- 
bons, Cap*  Thomas  Levis,  Cap*  William  Brooks  and  Cap*  Jacob  Ru- 
dolph be  authorized  and  required  to  collect  without  delay  from  such 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Chester  as  have  not  taken  the  oaths 
of  allegiance  &  abjuration,  or  who  have  aided  or  assisted  the  enemy, 
arms  &  accoutrements.  Blankets,  Shoes  &  Stockings  for  the  use  of 
the  army ',  that  they  appraise  the  same  when  taken  according  to  their 
quality,  allowing  at  the  rate  of  three  pounds  for  a  new  single  blanket 
and  give  certificates  for  the  same  to  the  owners.  That  they  call  to 
their  aid  the  Militia  of  this  Common  Wealth,  who  are  hereby  order- 
ed to  obey  and  assist  them  in  the  execution  of  this  order,  and  that 
they  deliver  the  same,  so  taken,  to  the  order  of  the  Clothier  General, 
Mr  hie  agent,  with  whom  they  ore  to  correspond  in  the  discharge  of 
tUfl  boainess. 

Extract  fjrom  the  minuteSy 

TY.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 

A  Committee  for  the  above  mentioned  purpose  is  appointed  for 
the  County  of  Lancaster,  and  it  is  under  consideration  of  Council  to 
appoint  the  most  spirited  Gentlemen  in  several  other  counties  to  exe- 
eute  this  business. 

T.  M. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Washington,  1777. 

dated  Oct.  21, 1777. 

T  heartily  wish  the  States  may  feel  the  inportance  of  filling  their 
battalions,  &  may  in  consequence  of  the  recomendation  of  Congress 
adopt  such  measures  as  will  prove  effectual  for  the  purpose.  1  can- 
not but  think  that  heretofore,  there  has  been  a  want  of  attention 
in  this  instance,  &  that  the  subject,  though  interesting  to  the  last 
degree,  has  been  viewed  with  too  much  indifference.  The  resolution 
respecting  deserters,  1  hope  will  also  have  their  notice.  It  is  highly 
necessary,  that  they  should  come  into  some  regulations  for  appre- 
hending them,  &  punishing  those  who  give  them  countenance.  If 
this  is  not  done,  our  force  will  be  always  diminishing  &  no  exertions 
in  the  army  will  prevent  it.  I  shall  try  the  effects  of  a  proclama- 
tion on  those  who  are  now  delinquents,  &  shall  be  happy  if  it  meets 
with  sacoesfl,  but  oonfess  from  the  experiment  I  have  made  that  I 
am  not  sangaine  in  my  expectations  that  it  will  be  the  ease. 
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As  to  the  reoraitlDg  officers,  T  must  observe  that  notwithstanding 
the  resolution  of  Oongress  of  the  81  of  Jnly,  ft  my  circular  letter 
on  the  subject  of  it  to  many  of  the  States,  1  have  not  received  ao 
aooonnt  that  nAj  officers  have  been  appointed  except  in  Gonnecticot 
ft  Jersey. 

Extract, 

CHA'S  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


Secretary  Matlack  to  Col.  Joseph  Reed,  1777. 

Lancaster,  October,  21, 1777. 

Sir, 

His  Ezoellency  the  President  received  yonr  letter  by  the  last  ex- 
press, for  which  the  Oounoil  thank  you,  and  at  the  same  time  request 
a  continuance  of  your  correspondence.  Last  evening  an  exprem  froa 
General  Mifflin  past  thro  here  for  Tork-town,  he  informs  that  the 
enemy  had  left  Philadelphia  on  Sunday  and  that  a  party  had  been 
dispatched  yesterday  morning  by  Gen*  Washington  to  barrass  their 
rear,  a  confirmation  of  this,  we  ace  anxiously  waiting  for.  The 
l^rious  news  from  the  northward  had  prepared  the  peoples  minds 
here  for  very  important  consequences,  and  I  hope  they  will  nit  be 
disappointed.  Congratulations  are  heard  in  every  street  &  in  ever 
house.  I  feel  the  joy  which  animates  every  honest  Breast  as  I  am 
sure  you  do. 

w  lam  Sir, 

Your  very  Hum.  servant, 

T.  M. 

x/tt^sc'etf, 

To  Col.  J.  Reed,  at  camp. 


R.  M'OALttSTER  TO  pRESIDliOT  WhARTON,  1777. 

Hanover  Town,  28d  of  October,  1777. 
Sir, 

AfUr  a  hard  stmgle  it  appears,  shall  snbdoe  those  Befraotory  set 
of  P^ple,  which  was  more  th^n  the  half  of  thia  Ooanty,  the  fines 
being  nearly  oolected,  at  least  in  the  nper  end,  where  I  live  i  have 
Ordered  the*2'&  8'  Classes  to  maroh  on  Monday  next^a  moogat  those 
who  Refoied  to  Sobmit  the  others  being  aometuno  gon;  the  offieerf 
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complain  for  want  of  their  oomishions  &  should  be  Extreamly  glad 
they  could  be  silenced  in  that  matter,  I  sent  sometime  past  by  Mr. 
Ariaox  for  them^  y  exelency  sive  me  to  know  they  were  w^  other 
things  sent  to  Easton,  should  they  be  aiived  w^  be  glad  they  could 
have  them  before  they  goo. 

I  am  w^  due  Respect  y' 

Ezcellencies  Most  ob^ 

Hu"  Serv* 

BIGR^  M'ALESTER. 

Direetedf 

To  Escelenoy  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq,  President  of  the  Executor 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania^  Lancaster 
^  Philip  Shull;  Express. 


MbMOBANDA  op  EXPBSSBESy  &C.y  1777. 

OctoV  23, 1777. 

Felix  Malglasky  was  sent  express  to  Bethlehem  for  the  Arms  be- 
longiog  to  the  continent  to  be  brought  here  and  tried. 

And  by  him  were  sent  the  orders  to  Jacob  Morgan,  Esq*',  for  call- 
ing out  the  fifth  &  sixth  classes  of  Berk  Militia,  and  the  order  to 
John  WietKel,  Esq.,  for  calling  out  the  fifth  &  sixth  classes  of  the 
Northampton  Militia,  with  orders  to  deliver  both  these  letters  with 
his  own  hands,  as  directed,  or  to  Icaye  them  at  the  houses  of  the 
persons  to  whom  they  arc  directed. 

24.  To  Col.  Smith  of  Chester  County,  by  Cap^  Jn.  Gardener. 
To  Col.  MK])allister,  (with  Commissions  for  the  Militia  officers  of 

the  county)  ^  Philip  Shull,  and  also  to  John  Carothers,  Ebq%  Cum- 
berland Co. 

By  Jacob  S.  Howell, 

?;  S:  SrkbSr'^  }     0-^"'  Proclamation.  4  Addreaae.. 

To  Com.  Hazlewood,  Proclamations  &  Addresses. 
To  James  &  Jn*.  Wharton. 
To  Cap^  Blcwer,  Proc.  &  Ad. 
To  Mr*.  Matlack,  &c. 

25.  To  Bartram  Oalbralth,  d',  to  himself  in  person. 
To  Col.  Huntef;  by  Col.  Cuningham. 

26.  Mich^  Reinhart,  sent  express  to  head  qr^  wi^  2  letr*  for  Jo*. 
Beed  &  one  for  Mr.  P^yne. 
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31.  Sallivan  sent  express  io  head  qiiartorsi 
To  CoL  Gronow  and  CoL 

To  Oommitlee  for  selling  tory  property  of  Backs,  Fhilad*  city  k 
obDniy>  and  county  of  Ohester. 
To  Col.  Reed  &  Mr.  Paine  &  divers  private  leUezi. 


CiBCULAii  Letter  op  Council  to  LiEUTENAirrg. 

In  Council;  Lancaster,  October  28%  1777. 
Sir, 

Grcncral  Washington  hath  written  to  this  Council  in  the  most 
pressing  terms,  requesting  from  this  state  a  more  effectual  aid  of  men 
and  arms  than  has  hitherto  been  afforded  him  ;  and  expressing  his 
great  surprise  to  find  the  good  people  of  this  commonwealth  so  ex- 
treamly  backwsrd  to  take  the  field  in  their  own  defence.  The 
Council  has  ordered  from  the  several  counties  suoh  a  number  of 
militia,  as  had  the  classes  turned  out  in  the  manner  they  ought  to 
have  done,  would  have  prevented  this  just  reflection,  and,  probably 
would  have  finished  the  campaign  before  this  day,  greatly  to  the 
advantage  of  the  cause  of  liberty  and  highly  to  the  honour  of  the 
state.  But  it  is  not  yet  too  late  to  attack  General  Howe  and  drive 
him  with  disgrace  from  our  country. 

The  Council  do  therefore  hereby  order  that  the  dasses  of  the 
militia  of  your  county  be  immediately  sent  forward  according  to  law 
and  join  General  Washington  with  the  greatest  expedition.  To 
spend  time  in  the  hiring  of  substitutes  is  to  little  purpose,  except  a 
few^  just  to  fix  the  sum  which  shall  be  levied  on  delinquents  refusing 
to  go  out  in  their  turn.  The  freemen  of  the  state  must  defend  them- 
^Ives  or  tamely  bear  the  calamities  of  war,  and  the  too  certain 
plundering  and  ravages  of  the  enemy.  And  if  you  do  not  find  these 
classes  turn  out  generally  you  are  hereby  authorised  and  required 
immediately  to  call  out  and  send  fqrward  to  camp  the  next  two  masses 
also.  Such  persons  as  have  not  gone  out  in  their  turn  in  the  classes 
heretofore  called,  who  will  turn  out  in  the  classes  now  called,  their 
services  will  be  received  as  a  full  compensation  for  their  former 
neglect.  Yolunteers  who  turn  out  on  this  great  occasion  will  deserve 
and  meet  with  every  possible  encouragement. 

You  are  to  use  every  possible  means  to  furnish  the  men  now  called 
out  with  arms,  accoutrements  and  blankets ;  and  encourage  every 
man  to  do  this  for  himself,  as  finr  as  he  is  able,  you  are  to  have  every 
man's  arms,  accoutrements  and  blankets  fairly  appraiaed,  that  he 
may  be  paid  for  them  if  lost  in  the  service.  And  you  are  to  par- 
chase  as  many  arms,  accoutrements  and  blankets  as  can  be  had.  If 
more  can  be  procured  than  will  be  necessary  for  your  daaaes  send 
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tbem  forward  to  General  ArmstroDg  at  camp  and  take  his  receipt 
for  tbem. 

The  animating  example  of  the  Eastern  states  who  have  nobly 
exerted  themselves  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  we  hope  will  excite  yon  to 
a  like  virtuous  exertion.  They  by  joining  the  continental  army  under 
General  Gates  in  sufficient  numbers  have  totally  broken  the  enemys 
army  under  General  BurgoinO;  and  taken  him  and  all  that  are  left 
of  his  men  and  officers  prisoners  with  their  arms^  baggage  and  cannon. 
This  glorious  action  will  be  recorded  in  history  greatly  to  their  honour 
and  establish  their  reputation  for  ages.  And  there  is  every  reason 
to  hope  and  expect  with  the  blessing  of  God  that  a  like  virtuous  and 
manly  effort,  on  the  part  of  our  militia,  will  be  equally  effectual  in 
destroying  the  remainder  of  the  King  of  England's  army  now  under 
the  command  of  General  Howe,  in  Philadelphia,  the  capital  of  this 
commonwealth,  and  by  this  means  fix  the  peace  and  glory  of  the 
freemen  of  this  State  on  a  firm  basis.  On  the  contrary  if  we  sit 
supinely  and  suffer  our  enemies  to  possess  our  capital  without  one 
manly  effort  for  its  relief,  how  disgraceful,  how  destructive  will  this 
be. 

N.  B.  You  are  to  send  no  more  than  a  proper  proportion  of 
officers  to  the  number  of  men. 

An  ordinance  is  preparing  for  the  more  effectual  and  immediate 
collecting  of  substitute  money,  which  the  council  is  determined  to 
carry  into  execution  by  compulsive  means  if  no  other  will  answer 
the  purpose. 


Obliqation  of  Sundry  Pebsons  to  Appear,  1777. 

We  the  subscribers  do  promise  &  engage  each  for  himself  to  ap- 
pear  before  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania,  whenever  we 
shall  be  called  upon,  to  answer  for  such  Matters  as  have  or  shall  be 
alledsed  against  us  by  the  Lieutenants  of  this  County  of  Lancaster 
or  others.    Witness  our  Hand  this  23«  Oct',  1777. 

JoBN  Miller,  Christian  Leinbaoh, 

Peter  Christ,  Miohael  Kreitee, 

GOTTLOB  JUNQMANN,  JaCOB  ErB, 

Matth.  Zahm,  Georqe  Miller. 

Martin  Hirt,  John  Angle, 

Jaoob  CabsleR;  and  some  others. 
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Pbesident  Whabton  to  Commodobk  Hazelwood,  1777. 

r 

In  Goanoili 

Ltncasier,  Oct.  24, 1777. 

8', 

I  wrote  to  jou  a  few  Days  ago  in  answer  to  yonr  letter  in  Comp 
with  CoL  Braidford,  and  sent  it  to  Head  Quarters,  to  be  forward. 

Council  is  apprehensiTe  you  are  in  want  of  Money  to  pay  the  Fleet; 
they  have  therefore  sent  M'  J.  S.  Howell  with  Nine  thousand  Dol- 
lars to  be  delivered  to  the  Paymaster,  and  has  orders  if  a  further 
Sum  is  wanted,  either  for  the  Paymastw  or  Commissary,  to  endeavor 
to  borrow  it  and  Council  will  take  Care  that  it  be  soon  repud. 

If  any  difficulty  should  arise  in  Procuring  provisions  for  the  Fleet, 
the  enclos'd  warrant  can  be  made  xise  or  If  there  should  be  an 
absolute  necessity  to  procure  provbions  for  the  fleet  out  of  the  State 
of  New  Jersey,  the  council  have  no  doubt  if  application  be  made  to 
Gov  Livingston  he  will  immediately  order  tnem  to  be  supplyed. 
Council  has  heard  with  pleasure  the  brave  defence  that  hath  been 
made  by  the  Fleet  under  your  command,  and  the  Fort^  and  flatter 
themselves  that  from  your  good  Conduct  and  perseverance,  and  the 
activity  and  bravery  of  the  men,  the  enemy  will  be  totallv  repulsed, 
A  very  great  firing  has  been  heard  for  two  days  past.  I  anxiously 
wait  the  event. 

I  am, 

with  much  respect  to  the  officers  of  the  Fleet  and  Army, 

Sir, 

your  very  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  WHARTON,  jun',  Presid*. 

Comm'  Hazclwood.  (^^^PjO 

P.  8.  Sinoe  writing  the  witbiu,  we  have  the  glorious  news  that 
you  repnlaed  the  enemy  and  destroyed  two  of  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain's ships  in  their  attempt  to  weigh  tho  Chevaux  D'Frise.  Very 
soon  I  expect  to  have  this  confirmed,  aod  to  hear  the  enemy  are 
retreating.  General  Washington,  I  expect,  will  soon  give  a  good 
account  of  the  army.  Thank  God  for  all  his  favours  I  The  day  is, 
I  hope,  near  at  hand,  when  we  can  say  with  safety  that  Amerioa  is 
free  and  Independent 

ADieu, 

Tour  very  humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  WHARTON,  jun',  Presid*. 
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Pkes.  Whakton  to  Genl.  Washington,  1777. 

Lancaster,  24  Oct',  1777. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  Hononr  of  receiving  your  favour  of  the  17**'  Inst.,  which 
was  immediately  laid  before  Council. 

In  Consequence  of  this  Application  we  have  ordered  out  two 
Classes  of  Militia,  offering  an  Exemption  from  their  Fines  to  such 
Delinquents  of  the  former  Classes  as  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  join 
them,  &  have  invited  all  of  every  Class*to  turn  out  as  Volunteers. 
The  Lieutenants  have  orders,  if  they  do  not  find  these  two  classes 
ttim  out  generally,' to  order  to  Camp  the  next  two  succeeding  Classes. 
To  encourage  the  people  to  exert  themselves  with  Alacrity  we  have 
published  an  Address,  offering  every  Motive  we  could  suggest  to 
stimulate  our  Constituents  to  their  dutv. 

What  Numbers  may  be  drawn  forth  into  Service  in  Consequence  of 
these  Measures  we  cannot  possibly  ascertain  with  precision,  but  be- 
lieve they  will  be  more  than  we  can  possibly  arm.  If  you  should 
think  proper  to  encourage  our  Calling  forth  unarmed  men  under  tho 
prospect  of  their  finding  Arms  at  Camp,  we  will  endeavour  to  do 
more ;  but  from  the  View  your  Letter  presents  of  the  Want  of  that 
necessary  Article  with  Ton,  we  think  it  unnecessary  to  take  further 
Measures  at  present  to  draw  forth  a  Multitude  of  People  who  can- 
not afford  any  Service. 

The  other  important  Subject  mentioned  in  your  Letter  of  taking 
Measures  for  compleating  our  Continental  Battallions  I  shall  com- 
municate to  the  Legislature  as  soon  as  they  meet. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  &c. 


(Copy.)    Letter  from  Tnos.  Hartley  to ,  1777. 

Camp,  October  24th,  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  last — be  assured  that  there  is  no  one  fonder  than 
myself  of  conveying  good  intelligence,  nor  no  one  would  be  more 
desirous  of  keeping  up  a  correspondence  with  the  good  people  of 
Lancaster  than  myself,  but  we  are  so  often  pinched  in  time  and 
place,  that  you  may  frequently  be  disappointed  in  expecting  to  hear 
from 'me ;  however,  1  shall  do  as  well  as  I  can. 

Yesterday,  a  body  of  our  army  advanced  towards  the  city :  the 
pickets  were  drove  in  and  not  supported ;   our  troops  paraded  some 
time  along  their  front,  but  received  very  little  injury ;  we  took 
some  prisoners. 
Vol.  v.— 30 
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On  the  eyening  of  the  22^,  six  of  the  enemies  beet  Ships  came  up 
the  river  past  the  &nt  set  of  friies,  and  oannonaded  oar  fort  and 
vessels  ezceediig  warmly  indeed ;  thej  oontinned  the  same  the  next 
morning ',  onr  people  on  proper  occasions  returned  the  fire.  Tbe 
firing  was  superior  to  that  at  Sullivan's  Island.  We  'were  iH 
anxiety  to  know  what  would  be  the  consequence  of  thk  thuBdering 
contest.  We  had  detachments  near  the  city  on  both  sides  of  tba 
Schuylkill  to  attack  if  an  opportunity  offered,  but  it  seems  there 
was  none. 

About  eleven  o'Clock  we  heard  a  monstrous  explosion  which 
shook  the  neighbouring  country^  and  a  prodigious  column  of  smoftk 
rose  towards  ^e  heavens.  We  feared  that  it  might  be  tbe  magi- 
zine  at  the  fort ;  better  fortune  awaited  America — there  were  few 
shot  fired  afterward. 

Our  people  at  the  tide'  of  Ebb  sent  down  a  few  fire  rafts  or  ves- 
sels among  the  enemy,  one  of  which  proved  successful ;  the  Augusta 
of  64  guns  caught  fire  and  was  blown  up ;  the  rest  of  the  fleet  re- 
treated— our  vessels  pursued — ^some  other  fire  vessels  wm«  sent 
after;  and  a  tlurty  two  gun  frigate  shared  the  same  fate  irith  the 
Augusta.  May  they  meet  With  the  like  success  in  all  future  at- 
tempts. Our  troops  in  the  fort  and  the  gallics  must  be  in  high 
spints.  The  enemys  must  soon  consider  themselves  in  a  bad  way. 
The  Northern  news  is  confirmed — General  Howe  most  think  of  n- 
treadng  immediately.  If  there  was  a  true  spirit  of  liberty  in  this 
State,  the  army  under  General  Howe  would  oe  in  a  more  dangermu 
situation  than  Burgoine  ever  was.  They  have,  it  seemsi  but  18 
Transports  on  this  side  New-castle.  A  Lethargy  seems  to  prevail 
among  the  people ;  can  neither  honour,  glory  or  Interest  zouse  them 
to  join  in  expelling  these  invaders? 

With  the  help  of  God,  if  the  people  at  large  will  not  assist,!  hope 
we  may  soon  give  a  good  account  of  these  intruders  with  our  litiie 
army. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  Obedient, 

humble  Servant, 

THOS,  HAETLEY. 


(Copt.)    Letter  Adam  Hublet  to ,  1777. 

Camp,  October  24Ui,  1777. 

All  is  well  on  and  iJ>out  Delaware.  I  wrote  you  yestfirday,  giv- 
ing you  an  account  of  a  most  heavy  firing  at  the  forts,  whkh  lasted 
upwards  of  seven  hours  successively  without  intermissiom 

By  express  just  arrived  we  have  the  followmg  partiouhi*.    That 
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eariy  o&  ttie  loorniBg  of  yeaterdt  j,  the  Augasta  mtii  of  war  of  64 
guDs,  with  BUDdry  frigates  and  a  number  of  smaller  vtaaelsy  came 
up  the  Delaware  in  order  to  make  an  attack,  when  they  were  re- 
ceived by  our  row  Gallies  below  the  forts ;  at  the  same  time  the 
fort  on  red  bank  was  attacked  by  about  2000  Troops  (chiefly  Hes- 
siADs)  under  the  command  of  Count  Danupe.  A  most  severe  ea- 
gagem^  ensued,  both  by  knd  and  water,  and  whilst  thus  engaged, 
our  Commodore  dropt  down  a  number  of  our  fire  rafts  amongst  the 
Caitiff's  fleet,  whilst  our  brave  troops  nobly  defended  their  ground 
at  the  bank,  and  about  12  o' Clock,  thro'  the  intrepidity  of  our  land 
forces,  and  good  effects  the  rafts,  with  the  assistance  of  the  gallies 
produo'd,  put  an  end  to  that  ever  memorable  day's  work.  Our  loss 
on  this  occasion  is  inconsiderable.  The  enemies  loss  is  as  follows, 
viz.,  on  the  water,  the  Augusta  of  64  guns  and  the  Dantrige  frigate 
of  32  guns  blown  up  by  the  rafts,  three  boats  loads  only  of  both 
crews  being  saved ;  also  one  frigate  run  aground,  which  our  people 
are  endeavouring  to  get  off,  but  if  'they  find  it  impracticable,  they 
undoubtedly  wiU  destroy  it 

By  land, 

Count  De-Naupe  was  mortally  wounded  and  fell  in  our  hands,  a 
considerable  number  killed,  (not  yet  ascertained)  and  180  prisoners 
teken,  with  12  pieces  of  brass  artillery. 

We  are  just  informed,  another  expedition  is  forming  by  Howe 
against  red-bank,  to  consist  of  British  troops ;  the  remainders  of 
Danupe's  party  returned  with  infEimy  to  Philad*  this  day,  and  their 
fleet  dropt  down  the  river  with  the  same  credit,  bemoaning  their 
Ums.  Whilst  our  brave  miskeetoe  fleet,  as  the  caitiffs  chuse  to  call 
it,  are  returning  to  their  respective  stations,  and  with  their  land 
brethem  celebrate  the  ever  memorable  23'*  day  of  October. 

Copy. 


John  Clabk  to  Paul  Zantzingbr,  1777 

Goshen,  Oct'  24%  1777. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  Morning  at  6  tho  Enemy  attacked  fort  Mifflin,  two- 
Ships  of  Force  attempted  the  Chevaux  de  frize  but  were  so  injured 
tho  Men  soon  abandoned  them  having  flrst  set  them  on  Fire  &  they 
soon  blew  up.  The  Explosion  was  great,  a  party  also  attempted  to 
land  on  Mud  Island  in  Boats  3  but  were  defeated  with  great  loss. 
3000  attacked  red  Bank  on  the  Jersey  Shore  at  the  same  time.  The 
Cannonade  was  continued  from  all  sides  without  Intermission  till 
four  in  the  Afternoon,  at  which  time  the  Ships  blew  up.  I  believe 
this  the  last  effort.    Every  preparation  b  made  frr  precipitate  Be- 


700  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES*1777. 

treat.    Gen^  WashingtoQ  is  ftdyanciiig  towards  the  City.    I  coDgrata- 
late  joa  on  the  above. 

I  am  &c.y 

JOHN  CLARK. 

P.  S.   This  will  be  delivered  to  jou  by  my  Express  to  Congress. 
My  Informant  a  Spy  was  an  Eye  Witness  to  the  whole. 

Directed^ 
To  Paal  Zantzinger;  Esq'. 


Proclamation  by  his  Excellekct  George  WAsniHaToir, 

1777. 

Proclamation  By  his  Ezcellency  George  Washington,  Esq',  Genenl 
and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Forces  of  the  United 

States  of  America. 

Wliereas  sundry  Soldiers  belonging  to  the  armies  of  the  said  Stafeei 
have  deserted  from  the  same ',  These  are  to  make  known  to  all  those 
who  have  so  offended,  and  who  shall  return  to  their  respeotive  eorps, 
or  surrender  themselves  to  the  Officers  appointed  to  reeeive  reomits 
and  deserters  in  their  several  States,  or  to  any  Continental  Commis- 
sioned Officer,  before  the  first  day  of  January  next,  that  they  shall 
obtain  a  full  and  free  pardon.  And  I  do  further  declare  to  all  such 
obstinate  offenders  as  do  not  avail  themselves  of  the  indulgence  here- 
by offered,  that  they  may  depend,  when  apprehended^  on  being  pros- 
ecuted with  the  utmost  rigour,  and  suffering  the  punishment  justly 
due  to  crimes  of  such  enormity. 

Lest  the  hope  of  escaping  punishment  by  remaining  updiseovered, 
should  tempt  any  to  reject  the  terms  now  held  out  to  them,  they  may 
be  assured,  that  the  most  effectual  measures  will  be  pursued  in  every 
State  for  apprehending  and  bringing  them  to  a  speedy  trial. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  head  quarters  this  24th  day 

of  October  Anno.  Domini,  1777. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

By  his  Excellency's  Command,  Bobert  H.  Harrison,  Sec'j. 

[Copy] 
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Col.  Joseph  Reed  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Anth^  Morris's  House,  11  Miles  from  Philad. 

Chester  County,  Oct.  24**,  1777,  8  •Clock,  P-  M. 

Sir, 

I  received  M'  Matlack's  Favour  last  Evening.  The  Intelligence 
of  the  Enemy's  leaving  Philad.  was  premature.  I  saw  them  yester- 
day on  the  opposite  side  from  Beveridges  House,  where  I  breakfasted. 
In  order  to  facilitate  their  Operations  on  the  Fort  by  sending  Detach- 
ments to  Jersey  &  Province  Island,  they  were  obliged  to  contract 
their  Lines.  Accordingly  on  Sunday,  about  11  o'Ciook,  they  retired 
from  Gkrmantown  &  its  Neighbourhood  as  low  as  Peale  Hidl  on  the 
Falls  Boad,  extending  from  thence  on  their  left  to  Schuilkill,  and  thdr 
Bight  to  Kensington — On  this  Line  they  have  thrown  up  a  Numbef 
of  Jiedoubte  &  otherwise  strengthned  it  so  as  to  enable  them  to  detach 
with  Safety.  On  Sunday,  we  had  Intelligence  that  113  Waggons, 
with  an  Esoort  of  1500  Men,  had  pass'd  over  the  lower  Ferry  to  go 
down  to  the  sliips  for  Provisions.    General  Green  was  ordered  to 

CBS  the  Schuylkill  to  attack  them,  but  a  heavy  Shower  coming  up 
fore  he  reach'd  the  Biver,  he  returned  as  he  had  been  directed  in 
Case  of  Bain.  A  Council  was  then  held,  &  a  Majority  being  of  Opin- 
ion that  it  was  not  yet  too  late,  G^n^  MoDouffal  was  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed on  the  same  Business.  When  he  had  cross'd  the  Biver  & 
jMMs'd  about  2  Miles  he  found  that  the  Waggons  had  returned  the 
preceding  Evening  by  Way  of  the  blue  Bell.  And  that  what  was  sup- 
posed to  be  an  Eewsort  was  a  large  Detachment  who  proceeded  no 

.  farther  than  Gray's  Ferrv,  where  they  took  Post  &  began  to  fortify 
in  order  to  protect  the  iSridge,  which  by  this  Time  was  completed. 
Upon  this  it  was  determindd  to  strengthen  McDougal,  &  order  him  to 
proceed  &  attack  this  Body  &  destroy  their  Bridge  As  I  had  deter- 
mined to  accompany  Green,  I  proceeded  with  McDougal.  We  cross'd 
ihe  Biver  alK)ut  10  Miles  from  Philad*.  The  whole  Detachment  when 
joined  by  Gen^  Potter  made  about  4000  Men ;  tho'  they  had  march'd 
all  the  Night  before,  &  cross'd  the  Biver  twice,  they  went  back  vrith 
great  Spirits.  We  reached  the  Ground  about  Sunrise,  &  to  our  great 
Surprise  found  the  Post  had  been  evacuated  the  preceding  Evening, 
&  their  Bridge  broken  to  Pieces.  The  Detachment,  after  destroying 
their  Huts,  Works,  &c.,  returned  to  Camp.  I  stayed  here  with  a 
small  Party  of  Horse  for  some  Purposes  not  proper  to  be  trusted  to 
a  Letter.— On  the  22%  in  the  Afternoon,  there  was  a  heavy  Canno- 
nade, followed  by  the  hottest  Fire  of  Musquetry  I  ever  heard,  &  lasted 
for  full  half  an  Hour.     We  supposed  it  to  be  at  Bed  bank  where 

'  the  Gallies  lav— Col.  Greene,  of  Bhode  Island,  with  about  400 
Hen,  lays  at  that  Post.  We  have  not  heard  the  Issue  with  Cer- 
tainty, but  from  many  Circumstances  have  little  Beason  to  doubt 
but  the  Enemy  wu  repubed  in  an  Attempt  to  atorm  it.    That  they. 
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went  on  ibis  Errand,  we  bad  certain  Intelligence  from  Town,  with 
the  Cironmstance  th&t  the  Oeneral  had  promised  the  fleasian  Grent- 
diers  200  Gaineas  if  they  succeeded.  This  Day,  I  sappose,  wili 
bring  us  the  Account  with  some  Certainty.  As  to  the  Fort,  it  con- 
tinues its  ffallant  Defence,  &  has  sufficiently  demonstrated  the  Error  of 
that  Opinion  which  led  to  a  total  Demolition  of  that  Work. 

Yesterday  Morning,  i^bout  Sunrise,  a  most  furious  Cannonacle 
began,  &  from  the  Heighths  of  Scbuylklill  we  ooold  discern  it  to  be 
from  some  ships  which  seems  to  confirm  a  Report  that  2  Ships  had 
pass'd  the  lower  Chevauz  de  friie.  However,  the  Eyent  was  liap[»j 
— For  tho'  we  were  at  one  Time  apprehensive  the  Fort  was  oa  Fin, 
it  proved  to  be  a  Ship.  About  I  *01ock  there  was  a  heavy  £)xploBioa ; 
Oen*  Potter  saw  it  plainly,  &  is  sore  it  was  of  a  very  large  Ship 
below  the  Chevaux  de  frize.  Soon  after  there  was  another  some- 
thing smaller,  supposed  to  be  of  another  Vessel.  This  is  the  best 
State  of  Things  I  can  give  you,  &  I  eannot  but  ooDgmtolate  you  k 
the  Gentlemen  with  you,  upon  it  I  assure  you,  in  my  Judgment 
there  is  a  happy  Prospect  of  a  speedy  &  glorioois  End  to  the  Contest 
If  the  Fort  still  holds  out  (&  we  have  thrown  a  ^resh  supply  of 
Ammunition  &  Provisions  tor  6  Weeks  into  it)  the  Enemy  must 
leave  Philad*.  After  eveiy  species  of  Distress  to  the  Inhabitanta, 
without  much  Distinction,  Gen.  Howe  finds  himself  pinoh'd  for  Pro- 
wions,  especially  Bread.  The  allowance  is  small,  &  his  Troops 
l>ogin  to  complain. — ^Tfaere  beine  no  Change  in  oar  Affairs  for  the 
worse,  in  about  8  Days  I  think  they  will  quit  Philad*. 

I  do  not  know^whether  Col.  Bayard  is  with  you,  but  if  be  is  yoa 
will  oblige  me  by  communicating  this  Letter  to  him,  as  it  will  com- 
ply with  my  Promise  of  giving  him  Information  of  Ooouneiicies. 

I  am,  with  much  Bespect  &  Begaxd^ 
I^Sir, 

Your  most  Obedt  &  very  Hble  Serv.| 

JOS.  BEED. 
For  the  first  Time  these  2  Weeks^  there  has  been  a  total  Silenei 
at  the  Fort  the  whole  Morning. 

Directed, 

To  His  Excell.,  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  Prend'  of  the  Couneil  of 
Pennsylvania,  at  Lancaster. 


Feom  Col.  Joseph  Bsed  to -,  17T7. 

Darby,  Oct  26, 1777. 

A  Deserter  from  the  Bowmen  t  of  Losberg  says  that  he  eame  over 

the  Middle  Ferry  last  Night  with  200  Men— 100  for  Gnaid,  &  100 

for  Fatigue.    No  other  Troops  there.    Three  Begim'*  of  Brilish  i 

S  Heanau  ordered  oyer  to  Bedbank  jhflt  Nighl.  .  Ttm  Hesnn  Gfew 
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dien  lost  800  Men  in  the  late  Attack.  Count  Donop  lost  bis  leg. 
Col.  Menginrode  killed  on  the  spot.  Col.  Shiok  dhd  of  his  Wounds 
before  he  got  to  Philad.  Eight  Captains  killed  &  wounded.  Bui: 
.80  of  the  Qrenadiers  left  who  went  on  the  Attack.  The  Hessians 
much  discontented  with  their  Duty — had  no  Bread  for  4  Bays  $  nb 
Pay  since  they  left  New  York.  They  were  out  of  Meat  for  some 
Time,  bat  got  a  late  Supply  of  Provisions  from  the  Ships.  Their  duty 
very  hard — co&stantly  on  Guard  or  Fatigue.  He  left  his  Post  about 
2  *Clock  this  Morning,  with  his  Comrade,  who  was  retaken.  They 
deserted  for  fear  the  Regiment  should  be  ordered  to  Redbank.  The 
Talk  of  the  Camp  is,  that  the  Bridge  at  the  Middle  Ferry  is  laid  over 
in  order  to  attack  the  Army  on  this  Side.  That  thoy  must  retreat  in 
a  few  Days  to  Wilmington  if  they  cannot  get  up  their  Shipping. 
Great  Distress  for  Provisions  in  Town.  All  those  who  were  able  that 
went  to  Redbank  to  attack  the  Fort  on  Wednesday,  have  returned. 
Count  Donop  commanded  in  that  Attack.  Ho  does,  not  think  there 
are  above  4000  Hessians  now  left  fit  for  Duty  out  of  the  12,000  which 
Urst  arrived  &  their  Reinforcements  since. "^ 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hugh  Smtth,  Esq.,  Post- 
master, 1777, 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hugh  Smyth,  Esq'",  Post  Master  at  Head 
Quarters,  dated  Oct'  25th,  1777. 

''  The  Day  before  yesterday  between  12  &  1500  Hessians,  headed 
''by  Count  Donop,  their  Chief,  crossed  the  Delaware  to  attack 
*'  the  Fort  at  Red  Bank.  When  they  came  before  it,  they  sum- 
*'  moncd  the  Oarri*  to  surrender — ^the  answer  was  defiance,  &c. 
''  Immediately  the  action  commenced  hot  &  obstinate  on  both  sides^ 
*'  when  after  a  smart  Engagement  the  Hessians  gave  Way ;  their 
**  killed  &  wounded  are  pretty  nigh  800.  Count  Donop  wounded, 
'<  &  a  Prisoner  together  with  his  Aid,  &c*,  &  one  Colonel.  Our 
<'  men  never  quitted  their  Quarters,  &  of  Course  were  not  exposed 
^'  to  the  Enemy's  Fire.  Our  loss  is  two  killed,  &  eleven  wounded ; 
<'  this  is  almost  incredible,  but  lassure  you  'tis  Fact." 

''  Yesterday  the  Experiment^  a  64  Gun-ship,  laid  siege  to  our 
<'  Fort,  &  began  the  most  furious  Cannonade  I  over  heard,  which 
''  continued  'till  about  Noon,  when  she  was  set  on  Fire,  &  shortly 
*'  after  exploded.  The  shock  was  felt  at  Camp,  several  Windows 
*'  being  broke  close  by  us.  About  an  Hour  after  we  heard  another 
''  Explosion ;  sad  were  our  Conjectures  on  thb  Occasion — thinking 

*  There  is  no  sigiiatiiro  or  direction  to  this,  but  it  is  eridently  in  the  samd 
hMidwritiDg  as  the.  preceding  letter.- 
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<'  it  was  oar  Magazine  at  the  Fort.  Bat  lo !  the  Glood  horsts,  ft  an 
^  Express  arrifes  with  the  News  of  a  64  Gan-ship  &  Frigate's  heing 
*'  blown  ap  by  oar  incessant  firing  &  fire  Works,  fto*. 

<^  Head  Qaarters  are  16  miles  from  Philad*,  on  the  old  Toik 
"Road.'' 


Gborqb  Ross,  Jr.,  to  Captain  Hates,  1777. 

Sir, 

Mr.  Crabb  Informs  me  that  yoa  have  prcss'd  a  team  that  he 
brought  down  to  carry  Liquor  to  Camp.  Yon  have  no  right  to 
press  a  Team  when  there  is  a  quarter-master  for  that  Purpose.  All 
Press'd  Teams  look  to  me  for  their  Pay,  but  this  man  can  get  bis 
from  no  Person  as  he  is  press'd  without  authority.  I  expect  yoa 
will  immediately  give  up  the  team,  &  make  a  regular  application  io 
me  for  one  if  wanted. 

G.  ROSS,  J%  Qt'  Master. 
"    Lane,  SS*'' Oct',  1777. 

Dtrectedj 
To  Capt.  Hays. 


Archibald  McClean  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

York,  Octo'  25^  1777, 

11  ^Clock  on  Saturday,  A.  M. 

After  Graving  the  Pardon  and  indulgence  of  the  Council,  for 
which  m V  so  often  troubling  them  doth  require  apology,  having  the 
the  Establishment  of  order  and  Government  as  far  aa  neeessaryi 
convenient,  and  practicable  amongst  us,  again  restored,  and  beina 
determined  to  do  every  thing  in  my  Power  for  the  effecting  thereof 
as  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  much  at  Heart,  and  being  at  present 
laid  under  unexpected  Embarrassments,  which  have  approached  in 
an  unforseen  manner,  I  think  it  my  Duty  to  communicate  them  to 
Council,  and  humbly  Crave  the  assistance  and  Direction  which  can 
in  the  present  Circumstances  be  afforded,  and  of  which  on  a  full 
Liformadon  thereof  Council  can  &  will  be  the  most  ^competent 
J'udgcs,  as  also  of  the  Remedies  adequate  for  the  Relief  thereof.  An 
Election  for  the  various  Officers  of  the  County,  which  the  Laws  do 
require,  hath  been  held  here  under  tbe  direction  of  ^Wm.  Rowan, 
Sheriff;  the  returns  were  made  out,  and  the  proper  papers  deliveied 
him  by  the  Judges,  &o'.    I  saw  him  in  the  Evening  before  the  bnsi- 
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ness  was  compleated ;  requested  his  stay  until  morning,  that  a  sure 
Plan  might  be  laid  down  and  adopted  for  the  opening  and  holding 
the  ensuing  Court,  now  near  approaching,  as  I  then  had  that  matter 
under  oonsideration  with  Mr.  Morris,  who  was  occasionally  here. 
Notwithstanding  which  he  went  away  about  8  '^clock  at  Night  of  th« 
Thursday  next  after^tho  Election,  and  I  have  not  seen  nor  heard 
from  him  since. 

By  Mr.  Morris  I  wrote  tp  Council  of  his  unfitness  for  the  Office, 
&  the  inconveniencies  wo  may  be  subjected  to  by  Reason  of  tho 
local  situation  of  his  Eesidence,  and  Recommended  Mr.  William 
Scott,  the  other'  Person  on  the  Return,  with  him,  but  he  being 
in  the  Militia,  and  not  Returned  nor  Consulted,  I  could  not  answer 
for  him,  but  would  endeavour  to  inform  the  Council  of  his  Mind  as 
soon  as  possible.  He  is  not  yet  come  home ;  I  am  informed  he  is 
sick  in  Chester  County,  but  expected  homo  every  Day,  and  I  as  yet 
do  not  know  that  he  will  serve,  but  doth  know  that  he  is  suitable, 
capable,  &  agreeable  to  the  people,  and  I  presume  he  may  be  pre- 
vailed on  to  accept.  A  Precept  was  issued  for  the  Summoning 
Juries,  &c%  upon  the  18  th  Instant,  and  it  yet  remains  in  tho  Offico 
for  want  of  an  Officer  to  execute  it.  Notices  were  also  prepared,  to 
be  distributed  throughout  the  County,  for  the  Publick*  housekeepers 
to  attend,  but  for  want  of  Officers  I  am  yet  obliged  to  keep  them.  I. 
sent  an  Express  on  the  Day  before  yesterday  for  Mr.  Rowan  to  coma 
immediately  here — but  he  hath  not  come — oy  which  I  informed  him 
that  the  Court  could  bo  opened  by  his  attendance  under  the  Com* 
mission  he  already  hath,  as  that  was  in  Force  until  a  new  one  would 
Issue.  What  his  reasons  are  for  this  unaccountable  conduct  I  know 
not,  but  sure  I  am  that  it  much  distresseth  me,  and  I  know  no 
adequate  Remedy.  I  am  now  called  home,  about  18  miles  hence, 
and  will  be  here  early  on  Monday  Morning  in  order  to  give  all  duo  , 
attendance  in  my  power,  and  would  yet  hope  that  the  Sheriff  will 
give  attendance  that  at  least  the  Court  may  be  opened  if  nothing 
else  can  be  done. 

I. fully  hope  for  and  expect  the  attendance  and  assistance  of  Mr. 
Morris,  or  some  ether  Gentleman  of  the  Law  j  here  I  have  none  to 
advise  with  or  give  me  any  assistance  either  in  Matter  or  Form. 

Tho  kind  assistance  &  directions  of  tho  Council  will  be  thankfully 
received  &  acknowledged. 
I  am, 
may  it  please  your  Excellency, 

your  Excellency's 

most  obliged 

humble  servant, 

*  ARCH*  MoCLEAN. 

Dt  reded,  -r^     .j 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun',  Esquire,  President  of  tho 

Sopream  Executive  Council. 

SO*  . 
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Col.  Flower  to  Prbsidbnt  Whartov,  1777, 

Allen  Town,  26  Octob%  1777. 

Hon*  Sir, 

I  have  just  'received  inclosed  from  Mr.  Okely,  a  Letter  of  yoiix 
Excellency's  to  him  ordering  a  Number  of  arms  and  a  cask  of  oil  to 
be  sent  on  to  LaDcaster,  by  Mr.  M^Glasky,  which  order  I  have  sent 
ooe  of  my  Comy^"  of  stores  to  Bethleham  to  execute  without  DeUj, 
and  shall  ever  be  happy  in  attending  to  every  order  in  my  power^ 
your  Excellency  may  please  to  issue. 

I  have  the  Hon' 

to  be  your 

Exccllencys  most  Obed' 

Very  Hum'  Serv* 

BENJ.  FLOWER. 

P.  S.  There  is  a  Box  of  Gun  Locks  in  the  possession  of  Jobn 
Hubley,  Esq.,  Com^  of  stores  at  Lancaster  which  if  your  Excellency 
thinks  proper  may  be  procured  and  delivered  to  your  Order  as  I  hare 
wrote  to  him  ordering  the  same,  they  cost  thirty  shillings  a  piece 
purchased  of  Bayard  &  Co.  No  locks  in  our  possession  the  property 
of  the  State  nor  no  return  ever  received  from  Mr.  Dehaven  since  we 
left  Philada.^  of  the  Stores  nndor  his  care  belonging  to  the  United 
States. 

B.  P. 
Dtrcctedf 

The  Hon"  Tho-  Wharton,  Esq.,  Preeid'  of  the  Executive  Council 

Lancaster. 

■ 

^  Express. 


Wm.  Crispin  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

At  Red  Bank,  Oct'  26th,  1777, 
Sir, 

I  received  your  Letter  Dated  Lan'  y«  17»*  Instant,  The  fleet  is 
Plentifully  supplyed  with  every  Necessary,  The  Greatest  Difficulty 
will  be  to  get  rum  as  we  are  just  out,  I  should  be  glad  if  I  oould  set 
some  whiskey  from  Lancaster  as  there  is  None  to  be  got  here ;  I  &a 
Morning  spoke  to  Mr  Hog  who  purchases  Cattle  for  the  Continentol 
army;  <&  showed  him  your  Bequests  Relative  to  the  Prioe  of  Beef, 
&  Pork ;  He  said  that  there  could  None  be  got  for  that  Prioe ;  &  that 
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the  Conntij  would  Biso  if  they  thonghfe  their  Cattle  would  be  taken 
at  that  Pnoe,  in  ahort  it  aeems  not  Praetable;  I  shall  want  some 
Monejy  &  I  Think  5  or  six  Thousand  Pound  will  do  for  the  present 
as  Mr.  Bradford  the  Bearer  hereof  is  a  safe  Hand^  Not  knowing  when 
I  shall  have  the  like  opportunity ;  I  had  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Savage 
at  the  State  Salt  Works,  sent  him  Three  hundred  Pounds  which  he 
rote  to  me  for  he  informs  me  that  he  has  Salt  by  him,  &  is  Daily 
Making  more,  &  says  that  he  can  procure  Beef,  for  salt  &  Desired  if 
be  was  to  put  it  up  that  I  would  send  him  a  Cooper  for  that  purpose 
Ever  since  I  have  Been  here  the  Movements  of  the  Enemy  has  been 
such  that  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  Getting  one ;  I  Desired  him 
to  send  salt  to  Bordentown,  Directed  to  the  Care  of  Mr.  Borden,  & 
To  Morrow  I  Intend  to  set  of  for  that  Plaoe,  if  Not  Blocked  in  here 
as  the  Enemy  has  this  Morning  Landed  a  Number  o^  Men  below  at 
Billingsport ;  What  their  Designs  is  Cannot  yet  Learn.  I  think  if 
Mr.  Borden  will  undertake  to  Put  up  Pork  for  our  State  he  would 
be  a  good  hand^  should  be  glad  of  your  Direction  in  that  Matter. 

I  am 

with  Bespeet 

yours  to  serve 

WM.  CRISPIN,  Com-T. 

Direetedf 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  President  of  The  State  of 
Pensylvania. 

Favoured  by  ) 
Mr.  Bradford   j 


Col.  Bradford  to  Presidknt  Wharton,  1777. 

Off  Red  Bank,  October  27, 1777. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  absent  from  this  place  for  some  time  up  to  Burlington 
Borden  Town  &  Trenton,  after  necessaries  for  the  fleet  and  to  hurry 
the  Commissaries  in  their  Duty,  Last  Monday  evening  was  returning 
but  when  I  got  within  two  miles  of  Cooper's  Ferry,  I  was  informed 
the  enemy  had  just  landed  a  number  of  Troops,  which  obliged  me  to 
return,  by  which  I  lost  by  all  accounts,  one  of  the  finest  sights  ever 
saw  in  these  Parts,  My  absence  prevented  me  sending  your  Excel- 
lency an  account  of  the  action,  but  shall  mention  something  of  it  now. 

The  22d  Instant  about  4  o'clock,  the  Enemy  to  the  number  of 
about  1500  appeared  before  the  Fort  at  Red  Bank,  and  immediately 
began  a  meet  furious  Cannonade,  for  about  15  nunutes,  when  they 
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ttubed  on  with  great  Resolution  to  storm  the  Fort,  and  got  into  Che 
npper  part  of  the  old  works  which  were  not  finished,  and  gaye  three 
cheers,  thinking  all  was  their  own,  bnt  were  reoeived  so  warmly  that 
they  were  glad  to  get  out.  They  endeayoured  to  fbroe  thro'  the 
abettes  that  were  before  the  Fort,  and  some  even  got  over  the  Ditch  and 
wore  killed  within  the  Pickets,  after  about  40  minntes  action  they 
took  to  their  heels  and  ran  off  with  great  Precipitation.  The  enemy 
had  abont  100  killed  on  the  Field,  among  which  were  one  Lieut 
Colonel,  and  four  Captains.  They  left  about  80  wounded,  among 
which  were  Count  Denope  their  Commander,  who  lays  at  Red  Bank 
with  his'thigh  Broke ;  and  his  Brigade  Major  wounded  in  three  places 
—near  thirty  of  their  wounded  are  since  Dead — ^We  had  in  the  Port 
at  Red  Bank  Two  Regiments  of  Rhode  Island  Troops  under  the 
Command  of  Col.  Oreen,  consisting  of  about  600  Men  &  Officers. 
We  are  informed  the  Enemy  carried  over  to  Philadelphia  not  less 
tiian  800  Wounded.  The  Inhabitants  that  saw  the  enemy  march 
Down  say,  they  had  14  pieces  of  cannon  with  them  &  returned  with 
six.  If  this  should  be  the  case  they  must  have  thrown  them  into 
Timber  Creek,  as  we  have  taken  none. 

The  next  Day  the  28d  the  Augusta  of  64  Ouns,  the  Roebuck  of 
44.  Two  Frigates  and  the  Merlin  of  18  Guns  came  np  as  near  as 
they  dare  to  the  upper  Chevaux  de  Prize,  when  a  most  furious  En- 
gagement ensued  between  the  Gallejrs  &  Floating  Batters,  with  the 
Enemys  ships,  the  Fire  was  so  incessant,  that  by  all  accounts  the 
Elements  seemed  to  be  in  flames,  about  12  o'clock  the  Augusta  blew 
up,  whether  by  accident  or  from  our  shot  is  unknown,  having  taken 
Fire  some  Time  before.  Here  presented  a  glorious  sight  beiore  she 
blew,  she  layins  Broadside  too  aground,  and  the  Flames  issuing  thro 
every  Port  she  had.  The  action  still  continued  with  the  other  ships 
and  at  Three  o'clock  the  Merlin  took  Fire  &  blew  up  also,  being 
aground,  and  then  the  Fire  soon  ceased.  Thus  ended  two  glorious 
Days — Yesterday  the  Commodore  ordered  five  Galleys  down  to  the 
wrecks.  Two  Frigates  that  lay  near  them  immediately  weighed  and 
went  down  as  low  as  the  lower  Chevaux  de  Prize,  many  of  the  boats 
went  on  board  and  I  had  the  Pleasure  of  being  on  board  of  Part  of 
a  64  Gun  Ship^-most  of  her  Guns  are  in  the  wreck  and  we  brought 
off  two  of  her  24  Pounders,  and  this  Day  are  preparing  to  get  the 
rest,  if  the  ships  do  not  come  to  near  us — ^The  smaller  ships  Guns 
are  also  easily  to  be  got,  I  think  they  are  nine  Pounders,  which  make 
me  think  she  is  a  20  Gun  ship,  and  not  the  Merlin — ^The  people  on 
board  the  Augusta  must  have  gone  off  with  great  Precipitation,  as 
wo  have  among  the  rubbish  found  great  number  of  Cloaths,  part  of 
their  Books,  &o.,  &o.,that  they  seem  to  have  taken  nothing  with  them 
bat  what  they  had  on. 

Three  of  the  Fire  Brigs  and  one  Fire  ship  were  sent  down  on  the 
Bnemy,  but  their  shot  flew  so  thick  around  them  and  indeed  out  their 
rigging  so  much,  that  the  crews  got  frightned  and  set  them  on  Fvrs 
00  soon,  that  they  were  burnt  in  va'a— The  last  action  rediKsed  o«f 
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Ammmhrtion  very  low ;  but  ibis  Day  we  bave  received  a  sapply  of 
near  1400  Cartredgee^--ODe  waggon  load  was  lost  ooaung  over  Tim- 
ber Greek  witb  the  Ammuoition  in  it. 

I  am 

Your  Excellencys 

most  H*»«  Serv* 

WM.  BRADFORD. 

Direeiedy 

His  Excellency  Thos.  Wharton,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Stale  of 
Pensylvania  at  Lancaster. 


Colonel  Bull  to  Presidebtt  Wharton,  1777. 

Sir, 

As  wo  bave  good  news  from  Difcrent  quarters  I  take  the  liberty 
of  sending  yoa  an  extract  from  General  orders  containing  the  sub* 
stance  of  what  has  lately  happened  below  Philad%  which  is  as  Fol- 
loweth,  Yiz*,  ''  The  General  again  congratulates  the  Troops  on  the 
''  success  of  our  arms.  On  Wednesday  last  a  body  of  about  Twelve 
''  Hundred  Hessians,  under  the  oomand  of  Count  Donop,  made  an 
''  attack  on  Fort  Mercer,  at  Red  Bank,  and  after  an  action  of  forty. 
'^  minutes  were  repuls'd  with  Great  loss.  Count  Donop  himself  ia 
'^  wounded  and  taken  Prisoner,  Together  with  his  Brigade  Major, 
''  and  about  one  Hundred  other  officers  and  soldiers  taken  prisoners 
''  and  about  One  Hundred  were  left  dead  on  the  field,  and  as  they 
''  Carried  off  a  great  many  of  their  wounded  their  whole  loss  is  pro- 
"  bably  at  Least  Four  Hundred,  our  loss  was  trifling,  the  Killed  and 
'^  wounded  amounting  only  to  about  thirty  two.  The  next  morning 
*^  a  number  of  the  Enemies  ships  came  up  and  attacked  Fort  Mifflin 
''  and  after  a  severe  Canonade  of  several  Hours  the  ships  thought 
'^  proper  to  retire,  but  in  retiring  a  64  gun  ship  and  a  frigate  Run 
<'  aground,  and  were  burnt,  &c.,  &c." 

Perhaps  Troubling  your  Exoelency  with  a  Particular  account  of. 
my  misfortunes  would  be  Tedious  h  shall  therefore  only  Briefly 
mention  some  of  them.     Gen^  How  gave  his  word  to  Mrs.  Bull  that ' 
no  part  of  my  Property  should  be  taken  or  destroyed.    Nevertheless, 
almost  as  soon  as  he  left  the  house  fire  was  set  to  the  bam,  barracks 
&  stacks  of  grain,  and  a  Britisb  Guard  placed  around  to  prevent  our 
People  from  being  Extinguished,  therefore  the  whole  of  Grain  & 
Hay  with  many  other  things  of  Value  were  Burnt  and  stock  of 
Horses,  Wagons,  Cows,  Sheep  &  Negroes  were  taken  off  with  many 
other  valuable  articles  &  some  Papers,  among  which  were  a  few  re-^ 
ceipts.     Mrs.  Bull  was  intending  at  that  time  to  remove  the  stock, 
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Wt  liappened  to  be  too  late.  She  is  gone  ivith  my  distres^d  &iiiilj 
into  a  straDge  land  and  as  soon  as  we  ha?e  droTO  the  Philistiaoi 
from  Philad*  shall  be  glad  to  see  them.     At  present  I  am  iiDtbla 

iif  I  was  desirous)  by  reason  of  a  violent  Cold  and  Pain  in  my 
iimbsi  ocoasion'd  by  a  fall  of  my  horse  in  the  River  Shalkil  in  con- 
ducting  some  genend  officers  and  a  Body  of  troops  over  Reesap 
Edward's  Ford  &c. 

I  have  at  the  Request  of  Col.  Clymer  (who  is  gone  to  Jersey)  sent 
to  Col.  Matlack  sixteen  counterfeit  30  Doll  Bills^  which  no  doubt  he 
will  Deliver  to  Council. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Your  Excy»  obd*  Hub*  Serv', 

JN*.  BULL. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Presid'  of  yo  Eon'*  Execr 
tive  Council  for  y«  State  of  Pensylvania. 


Pbaft.    President  WflARTON  to  GsNEaAL  WASHnroTOH. 

In  Conndl  of  Safety^  Lancaster  26  Oot^,  1777. 

Sir, 

The  Council  of  Safety  have  paid  some  attention  to  a  plan  of  low- 
ering the  Prices  of  provisions.  Among  the  various  difficulties  which 
attend  this  Business  we  hear  great  complaints  of  the  prices  of  Ondn 
being  much  raised  by  tho  enormous  Rate  at  which  Whiskey  is  sold 
in  your  oamp.  The  Distillers  stick  at  no  prices  for  Grain  whilst 
these  prices  for  Whiskey  are  paid. 

We  therefore  propose  to  your  Excellency's  consideration  the  step 
of  forbidding  in  General  orders  more  than  10s.  a  Gallon  to  be  paid 
for  this  article  in  Camp.  Should  this  discourage  the  sutlers  we  ap- 
prehend the  Mischief  would  not  be  great,  as  the  Waggons  they  em- 
ploy &  the  Intemperance  they  may  occasion  are  perhaps  a  full  balance 
to  all  the  good  they  produce. 

Unless  something  of  this  nature  be  attempted  we  fear  your  Com- 
missaries will  find  It  difficult,  backed  with  whatever  authority  they 
inav  be,  to  procure  grain  at  a  reasonable  Rate. 

Whatever  Regulations  on  this  Head  you  may  think  fit  to  adopt 
you  will  be  pleasd  to  communicate. 

We  congratulate  vou  on  the  many  successes  which  of  late  have 
attended  your  arms  &  which  more  than  all  other  Means  will  oontri- 
bute  to  lower  the  price  of  Goods  &  raise  the  value  of  our  Currency. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  &c.; 
Directed^ 

To  Geni  Washington. 
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Prksidknt  Wharton  to  Mr.  Buchanan,  Commissary 

General,  1777. 

In  Council  of  Safety,  Lancaster,  October  26th,  1777. 

Sir, 

The  Council  have  paid  the  most  serious  attention  to  the  subjecl  of 
your  letter,  and  are  of  opinion  that  for  the  present  it  will  be  best  to 
pursue  the  following  mod^. 

It  will  be  proper  for  you  to  make  and  deliver  to  your  deputies 
reasonable  rates  for  such  goods  as  may  be  wanted  for  the  army,  these 
rates  to  be  varied  according  as  place  and  circumstances  equitable  re^ 
quire.  When  this  is  done  Council  will  appoint  commissioners  in 
each  county,  who  upon  the  application  of  the  commissaries  and  being 
apprized  of  the  necessity  of  so  doing  and  the  places  where  the  articles 
wanted  may  be  had,  shall  ascertain  the  persons  who  can  best  spare 
the  necessaries,  and  assist  in  taking  the  same  and  deliver  them  to 
the  commissary  or  his  deputy. 

For  this  end  it  will  be  necesary  that  we  should  be  furnished  with 
a  copy  of  your  rates.  At  the  san\e  time  it  is  proper  to  observe  that 
the  authority  given  to  the  Commissioners  should  be  used  as  seldom 
as  may  be,  and  with  all  possible  prudence  and  equality.  It  should 
also  be  exerted  with  such  mode  as  to  reach  the  purpose  in  view,  fully 
and  at  once.  Wheat  in  the  hands  of  the  farmer  would  be  a  preferable 
object  to  flour  in  the  hands  of  the  miller,  whose  stock  will  need  to 
be  renewed  continually.  Forestallers  and  engrossers,  who  offend 
after  our  late  proclamation,  will  be  noticed  with  all  the  severity  which 
the  law  prescribes,  and  that  in  a  summary  way.  As  to  a  general 
regulation  of  prices  we  fear  it  is  impracticable ;  but  the  necessity  of 
supplying  the  army  will  be  admitted  by  all ;  and  we  hope  to  find 
that  a  prudent  and  steady  recurrence  to  this  mode  of  supply  will  in 
the  end  produce  the  most  happy  effects,  in  respect  to  prices  in  general 
bv  fixing  some  idea  of  value  to  a  ereat  variety  of  articles,  this  event 
should  it  answer  to  our  hopes,  will  be  attended  with  more  solid  ad« 
vantage  and  less  liable  to  evasion,  at  the  same  time  that  the  appear- 
ance of  controlling  and  opposing  the  interest  of  a  very  numerous^ 
(almost  the  whole)  body  of  the  people  will  be  avoided. 

You  will  find  inclosed  a  list  of  some  articles,  with  the  opinion  of 
Council  as  to  their  value.  You  will  however  be  able  from  time  to 
time  to  judge  best  of  this  matter,  and  perhaps  will  be  under  the  ne- 
cesaty  of  varying  occasionally. 

Wheat,  8«.  Qd.  *^  bush. 

Rye,  8«.  Qd.        do.' 

Indian  Com,  69,  6(f,  do. 

Beef,  (sinking  the  fifth  quarter)  10  dollars  *^  hun. 

Pork  8  dollars  ^  hun. 

I  am  &c.,     THOMAS  WHARTON,  Jan',  Pros*. 

DireeUdj   To  William  Buchanan,  Esq',  Commissary  Gen^i* 

*  Referred  to  in  Colon.  Records,  Vol.  XI,  p.  884. 
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Michael  ,Clakk  to  ^eksidbnt  Whaeton,  1777. 

Lancaster,  27**  Oct',  1777. 
Please  yonr  Excellencji 

Id  pursuance  to  orders  given  to  me  by  Co^  Patten,  purchaser  for 
ibe  Continental  Stores  to  get  such  men  as  can  make  such  casks  as  are 
fittiDg  to  put  up  Beef  &  Pork  for  the  use  (f  the  Army.  I  have  got 
as  many  men  as  will  be  able  to  make  a  number  sufficient  for  the 
present  demand,  but  they  are  obliged  to  go  out  with  the  Militia  & 
if  I  can't  detain  them  they  Army  will  suffer  very  much  &  can't  have 
the  Beef  &  Pork  ready  when  called  for,  if  those  men  are  not 
Detained  for  that  purpose,  I  should  be  much  Obliged  to  your  Ex- 
cellency to  look  into  this  matter. 

&  am.  Your  Excellency's 

most  Obliged 

Hum'  Serv*, 

MICHAEL  CLARK. 

Dirfictedf 
To  Excellonccy  Qovernour  Wharton,  Pros*. 


Col.  Andrew  Boyd  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Sadsbury,  27th  Oct',  1777. 
Hon*  Sir, 

Least  that  you  have  not  heard  our  proceedings  since  your  orders 
to  Col.  Eob^  Smith,  by  me,  I  would  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that 
agreeable  to  your  orders,  we  stationed  the  fifth  Class  of  Chester 
County  Militia  where  it  apeard  most  for  y"  safety  of  this  County,  bat 
^SDt  of  arms  prevented  us  extending  the  lines  as  extensive  as  Dec- 
cesary  yet  have  reason  to  think,  that  it  deterd  the  enemy  of  making 
inroads  among  us,  a  party  had  come  several  miles  into  the  country, 
with  an  intention  of  takeing  some  indevedials  in  the  rounds  of  this 
Batalion,  but  being  told  by  their  friends  that  we  were  under  arm^ 
they  thought  proper  to  return,  we  took  some  Tories,  and  their  pro- 
perty that  was  likely  to  be  put  out  of  the  way,  &  collected  some 
fioes  from  dissatisfyed  persons,  after  the  enemy  had  left  Wilmington, 
we  proposed  to  aply  to  you  Sir  for  orders  how  to  dispose  of  the  men 
then  under  our  direction,  before  this  was  done  we  received  a  letter 
from  Qen^  Potter,  desireing  that  they  shood  be  sent  to  him,  which 
request  was  imediately  com  ply  d  with. 

They  are  several  persons  who  stand  charged  with  substitute 
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money  &  nonatcDdancei  ^ho  refuse  to  pay  on  account  of  their  have- 
ing  put  a  man  in  the  standing  Army^  agreeable  to  a  reoomendation 
of  Congress,  some  hath  realy  received  the  twenty  Doll  era  bounty, 
and  reoeivea  a  certain  sum  monthly  out  of  y"  mens  pay  for  a  limited 
time,  among  these  are  Arthur  and  Joseph  Park,  I  mention  these  in 
perticnlar  as  they  told  me  that  y*  wo'd  wait  on  the  Hon*  Oounsil  to 
sec  if  that  they  might  not  be  excused  paying  their  fines,  as  I  had  not 
recieyd  any  particular  orders  relating  to  that  matter,  I  referd  them 
to  counsil^  though  it  apeare  clear  to  me,  but  your  orders  will  cire  it 
weight,  I  am  about  raising  a  few  men  to  collect  fines  among  dissatis- 
iyed  people  in  my  district,  whore  I  can  get  a  man  to  act  as  Consta- 
ble, I  was  proposing  to  have  y"  officer  of  gaurd  apointed  &  named  in 
warrand,  but  don't  know  how  or  in  what  manner  they  are  to  be  payd. 
I  must  find  them  rations,  provision  is  so  dear,  I  shall  be  glad  of 
your  orders  how  I  am  to  act  in  these  two  matters,  and  if  I  am 
ingaged  in  lifting  y"  fines  before  I  -have  your  directions,  hope  it 
may  meet  with  your  approbation,  as  they  will  not  be  lifted  by  any 

Cerson  in  their  neighbourhood,  I  wo'd  have  waited  on  you  in  person 
ut  want  of  time,  as  am  almost  dayly  from  home.  If  that  a  Letter 
was  sent  me  to  the  Compass,  on  y*  Phila.,  road,  eighteen  miles  from 
Lancaster,  I  wo'd  readely  get  it;  as  I  live  near  that  Tavern. 

I  am  Ilon'  Sir, 

your  most  ob*  ^  'j. 

Hum*  Serv*, 

ANDREW  BOYD,  Sub  Lt.  Col. 

Directed, 

To  The  Ilon.  Thomas  Wharton,  Esqr,  Lancaster. 


Col.  Walter  Stewart  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Camp  at  Whippin,  OcL  27th  1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  of  Inclosing  your  Excellency  a  return  of  my 
Regement  at  the  time  I  Joined  the  Army,  as  likewise  one  of  this 
date,  yoar  Excellency  will  perceive  their  is  but  a  dififerenoe  of  three 
men,  as  I  have  been  lucky  enough  to  have  received  a  good  many 
recruits,  which  is  the  cause  of  my  being  able  to  keep  it  so  well  up. 
Amongst  the  sick  are  twenty  two  wounded,  these  I  expect  will  in  a 
short  time  be  again  able  to  join  me,  as  I  am  Informed  their  wounds 
are  in  general  but  slight. 

I  have  been  able  as  yet  to  engage  but  two  hundred  and  seventy 
men  for  the  War  but  expect  to  have  a  much  larger  nmuber  by  the 
Ist  January,  Indeed  should  we  get  into  Winter  Quarters,  shortly, 
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I  doubt  not  bat  I  xanj  engage  the  greater'part,  shall  nee  ereiy 
•endeaToar  in  my  power  to  eSeat  it  as  I  moat  say  they  are  as  fine  » 
•el  of  men  as  in  the  anny. 

A  Board  of  General  offioera  sat  at  the  time  we  laid  at  the  Gron 
Beads,  to  determine  the  rank  of  the  Field  Offioers  from  the  state  ef 
Pensylyania,  at  which  time  they  agreed  we  should  be  Esteem'd  t 
Begiment  belonging  to  said  State,  and  not  one  of  the  Sixteen ;  I 
«hoald  be  thank&l  to  yonr  Exoelleney  if  you  would  Inform  me  ob 
this  Head,  as  onr  sitaation  at  present  is  rather  unoertun^  &  our 
rank  in  the  Army  not  yet  ascertained. 

Captain  Pagh  who  join'd  me  from  the  Powder  Mill,  and  increaifi 
my  regiment  to  Eleven  Companies,  got  tired  of  the  serriee  &  n- 
quested  liberty  to  resign  his  Commission,  which  his  Excellency  was 
pleas'd  to  aoeept,  as  his  Company  was  small,  I  thought  it  best  to 
divide  the  men  into  the  other  Companys,  and  let  me  officers  M 
into  the  dififerent  Comp*  where  vaoancys  had  happened ;  this  has  n* 
due'd  us  to  Ten  Companys  which  answers  much  better. 

Am  sorry  to  Inform  your  Excellency,  I  was  neoessiated  to  have 
a  few  of  the  Officers  broke  for  misconduct,  the  vacancy's  however 
ahonld  not  wish  to  have  fill'd  untill  Winter;  when  Probably  I  shall 
be  able  to  get  some  young  Gentlemen  of  family,  and  reputation  to 
Join  me,  as  I  would  much  rather  go  into  the  field  half  offiicer'd,  thin 
take  People  who  were  not  well  knowui  and  whoes  principles  could 
not  be  depended  on.  * 

My  loss  of  Eiird  and  Missing  in  the  two  actions  of  Brandywine, 
and  German  town,  docs  not  exceed  sixteen,  besides  the  wounded; 
am  Inclined  to  think  most  of  the  missing  were  either  killed  or  badly 
wounded. 

I  shall  take  care  to  forward  your  Excellency  from  time  to  time, 
returns  of  my  Regiment. 

And  am  with  Great  Respect, 

Y'  Excellency's, 

Most  Obedient 

Humble  Serv*, 

WALTER  STEWART. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton  Jun*",  President  of  y* 
Supreme  Executive  Couneil;  of  y  State  of  Pensylvania^  at  Lancaster. 
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EoBBRT  Levers  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Easton,  October  27th,  1777. 
Sir, 

As  Boon  as  I  returned  from  Lancaster  to  Allenstown^  I  dispatohed 
a  Messenger  to  Mr.  Creider  Waggon  Master,  for  Fifteen  Waggons. 
It  was  a  Week  before  any  arrived,  Nine  then  came,  which  I  forward- 
ed to  Mr.  Nesbit,  having  wrote  to  that  Gentleman  the  moment  I 
heard  Mr.  Creider  was  collecting  Waggons,  desiring  if  the  Goodg 
were  removed  he  would  inform  me  thereof  by  Express — Which  Ex- 
press arrived  after  the  Waggons  were  on  their  way  to  Trenton.  Bat 
no  Inconvenience  arose,  as  Seven  of  the  Waggons  came  here  loaded 
with  Stores,  and  the  Two  Others  with  Twenty  Barrels  Indigo  directed 
to  my  Care  by  Mr.  Nesbett,  which  I  have  secured  in  my  own  House, 
&  wait  your  Excellency's  directions  concerning  them. 

Mr.  Creider  begged  me  to  write  to  your  Excellency,  that  he  might 
be  supplied  with  some  Cash  to  discharge  arrears  due  to  Waggooers, 
and  at  the  same  time  desired  his  pay  as  Waggon  Master  might  be 
fixed,  as  yet  he  not  knowing  what  pay  he  is  to  reoeive. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's 

most  obediant 

humble  Servant, 

ROBERT  LEVERS. 

Directed. 
To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton  Jun',  Esquire. 


Lt.  S.  Hunter  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Fort  Augusta,  27th  October,  1777. 
Sir, 

Yours  of  the  27th  September  I  received,  with  Seven  Hundred  and 
fifty  Pounds  Cash  for  th§  use  of  the  Militia  of  Northumberland 
County  that  is  on  the  Frontiers  doing  Duty,  I  likewise  received 
500»»  of  Powder  &  1200»*  of  Lead,  all  delivered  me  by  Lieu*.  Tho- 
mas  Grant  but  no  Riffle  Guns,  which  is  one  Material  article  much 
wanted  in  this  County,  for  in  case  the  Indians  commences  Hostilityt 
we  are  badly  ofiF  for  Arms.  I  Reed  Orders  from  you&  Excellency  to 
disarm  all  persons  in  this  County  that  Refuses  to  take  the  Oath  of 
Allegiance,  Suppose  at  that  time  I  could  not  with  any  propriety  take 
tho  arms  from  severala  on  the  Frontiers,  that  was  willing  to  stand 
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in  their  own  defence  against  tbe  Savages,  yet  never  aaid  tbej  would 
not  take  the  Oath,  but  wanted  time  to  Consider  of  it  antUl  the 
Election  but  as  that  time  is  pass'd  and  a  number  not  willing  to  take 
8*  oath  yoor  Orders  will  Immediately  be  put  in  Ezeoution,  there  ii 
nothing  has  hapened  concerning  the  Indians  or  the  Frontiers  of  thi^ 
County  since  the  militia  went  there. 

CoU  John  Kelly  who  Commands  there  is  out  at  this  present  tine 
with  a  party  of  fifty  men  &  an  Indian  called  Joab  Ghillaway  to  Be- 
coniter  and  make  Discoverys  of  any  Enimy  Indians  if  within  fifty 
miles  of  the  Great  Island,  and  if  his  Report  is  favourable,  it  will  be 
a  means  of  Encouraging  the  poor  Setlcrs  to  go  back  to  their  respec- 
tive Habitations,  as  there  has  been  since  the  first  alarm-  upwards  of 
five  Hundred  of  men  Women  &  Children,  Assembled  at  three  differ- 
ent places  on  the  west  Branch  of  Susquabana,  Via.  at  the  mouth  of 
Bald  Eagle,  Antis's  mill  &  Leacoming,  there  is  some  friend  Indiana 
with  their  familys  come  in  to  our  people  whome  I  allow  provisiozts 
while  they  stay. 

Ai  the  third  Class  of  this  County  will  soon  be  Call'd  I  would  bo 
desireous  to  know  whether  Council  will  order  them  up  the  Bivei  to 
Releive  the  Militia  now  there,  or  down  to  Joine  the  main  Army. 

I  am  Sir  your  most  Obed' 

Humb"  Serv*, 

SAML.  HUNTER,  Lieut 

Directed  J 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  President  of  the  Executive 
Council,  Lancaster. 


Genl.  Potter  to  Pkes.  Wharton,  1777. 

(Monday,  27  Oof,  in7.) 
Sir,. 

I  have  Been  Informed  that  you  wanted  too  Know  How  we  were 
Surcumstanced  along  the  Dalewer  Shore.  When  I  came  to  this 
place,  the  Cuntrey  People  carreyed  in  to  the  city  all  Kinds  of  Mar- 
keting. But  in  a  few  days  I  put  a  Stop  to  that  Tread,  and  at  Uiis 
time  there  is  no  purson  suffered  to  go  into  the  City  mth  out  a  pass; 
all  pursons  coming  out  of  Town  are  seesed  and  brought  to  me  for 
^zamanation,  if  the  are  not  Luckey  enuf  to  Steale  past,  wliioh  can: 
Scaroly  be  affected,  as  I  Keep  par^s  out  by  night  and  day ;  ov 
Thorsday  last  I  was  at  the  uper,  Middle,  and  Oray's  ferreya  with  » 
few  horsemen,  and  went  In  to  Tinecun  Island,  and  from  thenoe  Itt* 
to  Carpenter's  Island,  and  Vewed  the  Enemy's  worku;  tbej  hava 
thrown  up  Abess  work  in  Qiher'a  Orchard^  and  einoe  I  ith  thai  I 
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BBderetand  the  have  maid  a  Small  Brestwork  at  Boon^s  Dam,  witb 
one  peece  of  canon.  On  fridaj,  I  went  with  Generals  Reed  and 
Cidwaleter  to  Darbey  and  Chester ;  there  is  a  number  of  the  enemy 
Ships  leying  at  and  below  Chester,  about  60.  I  have  moved  all 
the  Beef  Cattle  and  the  flower  that  was  in  this  part  of  this  County. 
The^  enemy  Has  a  bridge  over  at  the  Meddle  ferrey,  and  it  is  Be- 
lieved that  they  are  about  to  make  two  more— one  at  the  uper  ferrey 
and  one  below  Gray's,  about  one  mile.  I  am  informed  that  the 
party  that  was  last  sent  over  to  the  Jarsey  to  take  Bed  bank  is  Be- 
tnmed  to  the  City ;  if  this  is  so  I  oanH  say  what  they  mean,  if  it  is 
not  a  Betreat.  From  the  Best  Accounts  I  can  Bcceve,  provisions  is 
yery  scarce  and  Deer  in  the  City  j  they  are  Killing  there  Milk  Cows 
and  Seling  the  Beef  at  2  6  ^  lb.  The  Torreys  I  am  told  Loook  as 
Cain  did  of  old,  and  the  Whigs  Begin  to  Rejoice. 

I  am  Sorry  to  Inform  you  that  my  Brigade  a  few  days  ago  was 
about  400  men — at  present  it  is  about  700.  I  Blush  for  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  w.hcn  it  will  appear  that  the  largest  Number  of 
Militia  that  they  had  in  the  field  on  this  Important  Occasion  was 
$850  Previts,  and  at  the  Batt}e  at  Germantown  about  1500,  and  ai 
this  present  not  more  than  1500 }  and  what  Gives  me  the  Blush 
more  Immedatly,  I  did  not  think  it  Had  Been  in  the  power  of  man 
to  find  such  men  for  Officers  as  some  we  have.  You  can't  consave 
what  sort  of  Beings  they  are. 

Please  to  pardon  my  long  Scrall. 

I  am  Your  Excelancey's 

most  obedant  Humble  Servant, 

JAS.  POTTER. 

P.  S. — the  Ships  that  were  Blowen  up  was  the  Augustey  of  64 
Guns  and  a  friget  of  32  Guns;  this  hapned  on  Wodensday  last,  the 
evening  before  the  defeat  at  Red  bank  was,  and  since  these  two 
hapcy  events  the  enemy  has  been  Very  still. 

J.  P. 

Direciedy 

To  His  Excelancey  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  In  Lancaster. 


Genl,  Potter  to  Pees.  Wharton,  177T. 

Sir, 

Before  this  com  to  hand  you  Have  no  hurd  of  the  Repulse  the 
enemy  met  with  at  Red  bank,  and  of  there  two  ships  being  Blowed 
up ;  it  is  beloved  that  in  one  of  the  Ships  the  lost  about  250  men. 
I  understand  that  the  Inhabitance  about  Grubs'  Taverant  are  suply- 
ing  the  enemy  with  wood  and  other  nesscesrys.  I  will  send  off  a 
party  to  prevent  that  Traid ;  the  enemy  has  maid  a  Bridge  over 
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Oogdon's  ferrey,  and  Built  a  Brest  work  on^the  point  of  the  Hill  at 
tike  Grave  yard,  and  has  four  field  peces  on  it.  I  am  of  opinion  that 
if  they  can't  Get  up  there  ships  the  will  he  under  the  necescsity  of 
Betrcating  from  Philadelphia.  It  is  Reported  that  the  Have  Sent 
over  to  attact  Redhank  the  British  Granadeers  and  four  Bcgimenti 
of  British  and  Heasen  Troops.  Should  they  bo  disapointed  In  this 
Attact  I  think  they  will  Give  it  up.  My  people  have  taken  2  Light 
Horsemen  and  there  Horses,  and  eight  feet  Soldiers,  prisners,  and 
Killed  a  few  at  Sundery  times. 

I  am  your  Ezcelancey's 

obcdant  Humble  Serv*, 

JAS.  POTTER. 
Directed, 
To  His  Esealancey  Thomas  Wharton  in  Lancaster. 
^  favour  of  Col.  Clark. 


Draft  of  Letter  from  Council,  to  Genl.  Mifflin,  1777. 

In  Council  of  Safety, 

Lancaster,  28**  Oct',  1777. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  is  a  Copy  of  our  Letter  to  Col.  Buchanan,*  the  Commis- 
sary Genl.  We  have  communicated  it  to  You  because  that  Since 
the  Date  of  it  we  have  rcc*  a  Complaint  from  an  Assistant  Quarter- 
master, that  he  cannot  possibly  procure  Forage  unless  at  the  most 
enormous  Prices.  Three  Dollars  a  Bushel,  he  says,  have  been 
asked  of  him  for  Rye. 

The  same  plan,  we  apprehend,  must  be  pursued  in  your  Depart- 
ment as  in  that  of  the  Commissary ;  the  same  prices  should  bo 
given  &  the  same  Mode  of  enforcing  Supplies,  when  they  cannot  be 
procured  at  reasonable  Rates,  and  the  two  Departments  should  a4;t 
in  Concert. 

You  will  find  also  inclosedf  a  Copy  of  our  Letter  to  Genl.  Wash- 
ington on  the  Subject  of  Whisky,  &  We  have  annexed  for  your 
consideration  a  Rate  of  Sundry  Articles  which  will  be  necessary  in 
the  Quarter-master's  Department. 

Our  advice  to  the  Commissary  Genl.  will  equally  apply  to  the 
Quartermaster  Genl.,  &  our  Letter  to  him  may  be  considered  in  the 
aame  Light  as  if  it  had  been  originally  directed  to  you,  altorinz 
only  the  little  Matters  which  are  peculiar  to  each  Department,  and 
you  may  be  assured  of  every  assistance  which  Council  can  afford. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  h'ble  Serv*. 
Genl.  Miffiin. 

*  See  page  711. 

t  Tho  inoloauren  referred  to  have  not  boon  fomid  on  ftle. 
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Also  to  Col.  Biddle,  1777. 

Oct.  28, 1777. 

I  oomplaint  of  tho  Officers  in  tho  different  departments,  of  the 
Y  in  Frqcnifcg  Provisions  &  other  necessarys  for  the  Army, 
lias  written  a  Letter  to  Gen.  Mifflin  on  the  Subject — a 
which  is  herein  enclosed  for  your  inspection.  I  am  re- 
ly Council  to  assure  you  that  they  will  assist  all  in  their 
»  reduce  the  enormous  prices  which  every  Article  wanted  for 
Ky  hath  arisen  to. ' 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  Hum.  Ser*. 
3oL  Biddle. 


RDOBB    HazBLWOOD    TO    PRESIDENT    WhARTON,  1777. 

On  board  the  Chatham  Galley,  October  29, 1777. 

re  received  your  Excellency's  letters  of  tho  17th  &  24th*  of 
we  thank  his  Excellency  &  the  Council  for  their  good  opinion 
Fleet;  &  I  hope  our  behaviour  for  the  future  will  meet  yotir 
ition,  &  altho'  we  have  lost  250  or  more  men  thro'  oowardico 
Section,  yet  with  the  remaining  few  we  have  left,  wo  arc  dc- 
sd  to  spend  tbe  last  drop  of  our  blood  in  the  defence  of  this 
onr  Country,  &  all  those  in  action  with  me  those  two  d^s 
7e  heard  our  Cannon,  behaved  like  brave  &  spirited  officers  & 
<  I  hope  in  our  future  trials  we  shall  give  you  more  &  more  of 
ju)hment  to  our  Country  &  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged  \ 
are  now  very  weakly  mann'd  from  desertion,  killed  h  wounded 
pressed  on  General  Washington  to  spare  us  200  men  ho 
i  me,  but  as  yet  none  is  come.  I  now  shall  give  you  tho 
lars  of  those  two  days  action  on  the  22d  h  23d— On  the  22d 
\  o'clock  the  attack  was  made  on  the  Fort  at  B.ed  Bank  in 
\  part  of  our  Galleys  was  engaged  in  flanking  the  enemy  round 
rks,  &  was  of  great  use  there,  the  rest  of  the  Galleys  &  floating 
\%  were  engaged  with  their  Ships  who  had  raised  the  two 
IX  de  Frize  at  Billingsport  some  time  before.  The  Ships  that 
p  was  the  Augusta  a  new  64,  tbe  Eoebuck,  44,  two  Frigates, 
erlin  18  Guns  &  one  Galley  of  a  32  Pounder,  all  which  we 
down,  &  in  going  down  the  Augusta  &  Merlin  ran  aground 
>iir  upper  Chevaux  dc  Frize,  which  we  discovered  early  in  tho 

*  See  pages  680,  696. 
.v.— 31 
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inoniing  of  ^ihe  23d.  I  immediately  hoisted  the  signal  to  engage 
tbcm,  &  soon  after  the  engagement  became  general.  We  bad  en- 
gaged onr  12  Galleys  &  the  two  floating  Batterys  &  all  bebared 
extreamly  well,  the  rest  of  our  Fleet  could  not  be  brought  timely«to 
act  with  us.  tVe  bad  against  us,  the  Augusta  of  64  who  had  b«r 
broadside  below  &  aloft  constantly  plavlDS  on  us,  with  the  Roebuck, 
k  two  Frigates  &  their  Galby,  &  had  the  Roebuc^iid  fast,  she  woaid 
havQ  shared  the  same  fate ;  but  she  was  drove  from  h6r  station  before 
the  Augusta  got  on  fire.  We  are  told  by  a  deserter  since,  that  the 
Augusta  lost  150  or  160  men  Kill'd  &  m-owned,  as  a  great  part  of 
her  men  was  obli^d  to  jump  overboard.  The  Roebuck  had  6  kill'd 
ft  10  wounded— -Dear  Sir,  if  you  have  any  influence  on  (3«neral 
WashiDgton,  I  beg  you  will  use  it  with  him  to  send  roe  250' Men  to 
reinforce  our  Fleet,  for  we  cannot  mann  half  our  Galleys  to  go  to 
action.  I  have  repeatedly  wrote  him^but  have  nothing  but  promises 
from  time  to  time ;  &  believe  me  Sir,  without  the  Pleet  la  kept  up, 
you  will  never  get  your  City  nor  shall  we  be  able  to  hold  out  much 
longer;  but  had  1  Men,  I  think  1  could  drive  all  the  force  they  could 
bring  against  us ;  but  bow  can  a  man  discharge  such  a  trust  as  I  have 
on  me,  half  mann'd,  without  being  disgraced,  give  mc  but  this  nam* 
ber  of  men  &  all  is  safe — having  not  to  add;  am  Sir,  with  the  greatest 
respect. 

Your  most  obedient  & 

,  very  Hble  Serv* 

JOHN  HAZELWOOD. 

Directed.  * 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.^  Lancaster. 


•    State  Navy  Board  to  Pbesidsnt  Wharton,  1777. 

Sir, 

We  apprehend  your  Excellency  has  a  full  aoco't  of  the  last  En- 
gagemeut,  at  Red  Bank,  and  the  destruction  of  the  Augusta,  and 
Merlin.  The  Commodore  was  on  board  of  the  wrecks,  two  days  after 
the  Engagement,  and  took  out  two  Twenty  four  pounders,  and  the 
People  got  a  great  many  Jackets,  &  Breeches,  and  other  Plunder  & 
proposed  soon  after  to  go  down  again,  to  get  the  rest  of  the  guns,  &c., 
but  for  four  days  past,  we  have  bad  nothing  but  a  constant  storm  of 
Rain  &  Winds,  in  which  we  were  in  continual  apprehension  of  loosing 
our  Galleys,  and  Guard  boats.  The  Galleys  are  all  safe,  some  of  the 
Guard  boats  are  sunk,  and  the  people  on  board  the  Galleys  &c.,  have 
been  so  Wet  and  cold  that  many  are  falling  down  with  sickness. 
Tbo  Commodore  does  all  he  can,  in  every  respect,  yet  we  fear  some 
of  tbo  Continental  Captains,  as  well  as  some  in  the  FortS;  are  writing 
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under  hand  to  General  Washington,  infusing  a  Notion  in  his  head, 
as  tho  the  Commodore  is  endeavoaring  to  make  a  Difference  and  will 
not  give  proper  assistance.  The  Crj  from  the  Fort,  is  continually 
obr  whole  dependance,  is  on  the  Fleet ;  we  cannot  defend  onrselvai^ 
and  indeed  should  the  Commodore  leave  them  it  would  soon  he  over 
with  them.  Thus  they  are  constantly  expecting  tho  Commodora 
shall  defend  the  River  and  at  the  same  time  defend  and  protect  Fort 
Mifflin.  The  Commodore  we  are  sure  will  do  all  in  his  power  to 
defend  every  place  and  give  all  the  assistance  in  his  power  to  every 
place.  Your  Excellency  in  yoor  Letter  recommends  that  some  of 
the  Navy  Board  should  he  constantly  together,  he  assured  it  shall  he 
done.  Capt.  Blewer,  W.  Bradford  &  Paul  Cox  have  been  very  con- 
stant together,  unless  one  dispatched  at  a  Time  on  Necessary  business 
for  the  fleet,  which  must  be  attended  to.  Mr.  Crispin  has  never  been- 
down  till  a  few  days,  which  has  thrown  the  Commissarys  on  us,  and 
Capt.  Blewer  has  acted  as  such  ever  since  he  has  been  here ;  but 
hope  Crispin  will  now  lend  his  hand. 

Our  Pay  Master  never  came  near  us,  we  are  at  a  loss  for  one^  if 
your  Excellency  should  think  proper,  we  would  recommend  Wm.  CI 
]Bradford,  who  is  now  here,  for  that  office.  Deserters  from  the  fleet 
yesterday  we  learn  that  the  Augusta  had  150  kill'd  and  drown'd  when 
she  was  destroyed.  The  Roebuck  had  6  kill'd  and  10  wounded ;  and 
they  say  that  another  General  Attack  is  soon  intended  by  Land  & 
Water.  The  late  bad  weather  has  compleatly  filFd  the  Meadows' 
with  Water  yet  the  Enemy  bold  their  Forts.  In  Fort  Mifflin  our 
People  have  foolishly  cut  thro'  the  banks  and  the  whole  Island  is  now* 
under  Water ;  in  short  if  they  do  not  stop  it  again  I  fear  the  conse- 
quence, as  the  People  must  get  sick  if  not  obliged  to  abandon  it. 
The  Enemy  have  landed  a  number  of  Men  at  Billingsport  and  are 
erecting  a  Battery  abovt  that  place  to  defend  their  wrecks  that  we 
may  get  nothing  out  of  them. 

The  Nine  Thousand  Dollars  we  received  by  Mr.  Jacob  S.  Howelf 
which  shall  be  expended  with  all  care.  The  Cattle  we  have  been 
obliged  to  purchase  has  carried  our  Cash  fast  as  we  supply  the  whole 
of  ours,  &  the  Continental  Fleet  with  Fresh  Provisions,  endeavouring 
to  keep  the  Salt  for  the  Garrison,  or  ourselves,  if  we  should  be  so' 
situated  as  not  to  be  able  to  get  fresh.  We  think  we  shall  want 
about  £6000  by  the  10^*  of  next  Month. 
By  order  of  the  Board 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Your  Excellencys 

Most  Humble  Serv*.  ^ 

JOSEPH  BLEWER,  Cin.     ' 

State  Navy  Board;  on  board  the  Sloop  Speedwell^  off  Red  Bank/ 
Oct'  SO**',  1777. 
JXrecttd, 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  WhartoU;  jun',  Esq ,  President  of  the 
Supreme  Bxecutive  Council  Lanesster. 
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ABDRB68  Of  OVFICEBS  IN  CaICP  TO    TAX    ASSEMBLT,  1777. 

To  the  Sepresentatives  of  tbe  Freemen  of  the  State  of  PennsylYami 

in  General  Aaaemblj  met. 

Gentlemeiii 

We  beg  leave  to  address  you  on  an  oooasion,  wbieh  not  only  imme- 
diately coneems  you  as  Citizens  &  as  Bepresentatives  of  the  State  of 
Peonsylvania,  but  also  tbe  Army  which  you  have  sent  into  the  field 
from  that  State — indeed  it  relates  to  the  future  safety  of  the  States 
at  large. 

As  it  is  obvious  to  the  World,  that  nothing  ean  now  detormine  the 
Fate  of  America  but  Arms,  tbe  Idea  of  Beconoiliation  haviog  Ions 
•inoo  been  reprobated — as  a  prudent  and  |K>liteal  People,  we  should 
therefore  use  every  mean  in  our  power,  to  expedite  the  reemitbg 
service  in  our  State,  that  we  may  not  bo  redueed  a  aeoond  time  to 
the  shameful  necessity  of  bringing  our  Ilegimenta  into  the  field  but 
half  made  up. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  enquire  into  the  real  Cause  of  our  B^ 
ments  not  being  tiU'd  last  Year — the  Cause  is  too  obvious.  Saoh 
enormous  sums  have  been  paid  for  Substitutes,  &  that  too,  frequently 
by  men  who  ought  themselves  to  have  taken  the  field,  that  it  beoamo 
impossible  for  a  Recruiting  Offioer  to  saise  a  single  Man,  So  that 
every  Idea  of  complctiug  the  Standing  Army  was  entirely  lost,  & 
our  sole  dependanoe  placed  on  a  meiepcunn(f  Cloudy  the  Miiiiia, 

Tbe  many  &  sorrowful  Instanoes  which  we  have  already  ezperien- 
eed,  in  r^ard  to  the  weakness  and  Inability  of  Militia,  ought  to 
induce  us  to  use  our  utmost  ezertioDS  in  recmiUDg  Men  for  the 
standing  Army.  In  order  to  effect  this,  we  opnceive,  that  Substitutes 
must  be  totally  disallow'd  of,  &  that  that  Money  which  a  Man  wou'd 
willingly  give  for  a  Substitute  in  the  Militia,  shou'd  be  given  as  a 
Bounty  to  a  man  to  serve  during  the  War,  or  as  a  farther  encourage^ 
ment  n)r  him  to  enlist,  over  &  above  the  present  Bounty. 

Shou'd  this  Method  prove  inefieetual — Quer?  Wou'd  it  not  bq« 
swer  a  valuable  Purpose  to  cause  DravyhtB  to  be  made,  and  in  case 
they  should  refuse  to  t^m  out|  then  eblige  them  to  send  a  Substi- 
tute for  three  Years  or  during  the  War. 

While  we  solicit  for  men,  we  must  not  negleet  to  make  application 
to  you  for  Cloathing — an  Article  highly  necessary  for  a  Soldier,  but 
particularly  so  at  this  Season  of  the  year.  Necessary  however  as  it 
is,  yet  we  are  sorry  to  mention,  that  very  little  attention  has  been  paid 
either  by  Congress  or  the  State  to  the  Dress  &  Cloathing  of  the 
Army. 

Those  brave  Men  in  the  Division  commanded  by  General  Wayne, 
whose  intrepid  Opposition  to  three  times  their  number  of  the  Elnemy 
at  Chad's  Ford,  will  wo  trust,  thro  future  AgeS;  reflect  the  highest 
honor  not  only  upon  themselves^  but  likewise  redound  to  the  reputa- 
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tion  of  the  State  iti  which  they  were  raided— -those  very  men  who 
bad  an  active  p&tt  in  breaking  &  driving  the  Brittish  Army  with 
the  most  unheard  of  precipitation,  on  the  Plains  of  Gkrmantown,  are 
now  destitute  of  every  necessary  Article  of  Cloathing,  &  are  in  eboil 
in  a  perishing  Situation.  While  we  take  notioe  of  this  Division,  we 
wou'd  by  no  means  neglect  the  Merit  of  the  other  Regiments,  & 
Corps  from  'Our  State-f-their  good  Conduct  in  the  field  and  their 
Wants  in  regard  to  Cloathing,  equally  demand  your  Applause  and 
attention. 

It  is  universally  allowed  by  all  Military  Writers  &  others  acquain- 
ted with  Armies,  that  no  pains  shou'd  be  spar'd  in  inculcating  Pride 
into  the  Soldiery,  some  go  so  far  as  to  alledge,  that  it  is  a  good  Sub- 
stitute for  almost  every  Virtue — if  this  be  true,  which  facts  seem  to 
evince,  then  the  first  Step  to  be  taken,  (in  order  to  introduce  it)  is 
to  cloath  e^h  Man  in  a  genteel  neat  Uniform,  by  which  means  he 
will  have  it  in  his  power  to  keep  himself  clean  &  consequently  free 
firom  the  Disorders  incident  to  a  Camp. 

We  likewise  esteem  it  our  Duty  to  apply  for  Blankets-^Neithef 
Officers  or  Men  are,  at  this  time  supplied  with  any,  nor  has  the  leasl 
regard  been  paid  to  our  tepent&i  applications  toi  them^  dnring  iha 
whole  of  this  Campaign. 

The  Season  is  now  becoming  oold|  but  the  season  for  Action  is  bj 
no  means  over,  we  know  not  what  time  we  ehall  go  into  Wintav 
Quarters,  if  you  therefore  expect  we  shall  keep  up  any  Shew  of 
Opposition,  you  will  without  Delay  use  your  utmost.  Eqdeavon  IQ 
raise  a  number  of  Blankets,  on  any  Terms  whatever. 

We  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  these  requisitions  are  serious  & 
in  their  Consequences  of  vast  Importanoe—- &  we  take  upon  us  to 
affirm  that  unless  the  strictest  attention  is  paid  to  them,  ft  immedi* 
ate  Steps  fallen  upon,  to  put  our  Army  on  a  more  respectably  footingi 
we  shall  not  have  it  in  our  power  to  take  the  field  next  Campaum, 
with  half  the  quota  of  Troops  w^  the  other  States  exp^t  we  snail 
raise. 

We  are  Gentleman  With  great 

Regard  your  Hblo  Serv*| 

Camp  at  White  Marsh; 
Oct'.  30•^  1777. 

Ant'y  Wayne,  B.  0.  Daniel  Brodhead,  Col.  S^  Penn* 

Jere»»  Talbot,  Cap*  of  y  7**  Penn*      Regt. 

Reg.  Com**.  James  Chambers,  Col.  1**  Regt. 

John  Patterson,  Cap.  2*  P.  Rg*  Wm.  Butler,  L»  Col.  4*^  P.  R. 

Commandg.  Ad"  Hubley  jr.,  L*  C^  10»*  P.  B, 

Saml.  flay,  Maj'  7*^  Penn*  Reg*  P.  Montgomery,  IIP.  Regt. 
Richd.  Humpton,  Col.  11**  Pen*  Henry  Miller,  Maj'  Ist  P.  R. 

Regt.  Walter  Stewart,  Colonel  of  y«  late 

Fra.  Johnston,  Colonel  5**  P.  Rg*     State  Regiment. 
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We  are  members  of  the  Siate  of  Pemylvftiiia,  we  have  served  the 
present  Campaign,  in  the  first  Brigade,  Penn'a  General  Waynes  Di- 
¥isit)tt — we  highly  approve  of  the  foregoing  Representation  and  are 
well  convinced  the  Facts  stated  require  the  most  eerions  attention. 
/  Thoe.  Hartley,  Col.  Gommg.  the  first  Brigade  Penna. 

Morgn.  Conaor^  1/  GoL  in  Col.  Hartley's  Begt. 

Directed, 

To  The  Ilonble  Tho  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  The 
State  of  Pcnosykania. 


General  Eoberdeau  to  Pbesident  Whabton^  1777. 

This  account  was  taken  at  Bethlehem  from  an  officer  sent  by 
Gen^  Burgoyne  .with  despatches  to  Qen^  Howe.  The  oflBKser  left 
Bethlehem  on  Monday  morning. 

A  list  of  British  by  capitnlationi — said  t9  be  more^ 2,442 

Foreigners,  do  2,198 

Sent  to  Canada  on  parole, 1,100 

Oen*  Burgoyne  &  Staff,  among  which  6  members  of  parliament,       12 

Sick,  &98,  Wounded,  628, 1,126 

Pdsoners  of  War  before  surrender, 400 

Deserters, > 800 

Lost  at  Bennington, 1,220 

Killed  between  17"»  Scpt^  &  18>*  Oct', 600 

Taken  at  Ticondcroga, 400 

Killed  in  Gen>  Harkermers's  BaUle, SOO 

.^  10,098 

37  brass  Cannon  Boyals  &  Mortars,  Impliments  &  Store  complcat — 

said  to  be  27. 
5,000  stand  of  arms. 
400  sett  of  Harness. 

A  number  of  ammunition  Waggons  &  Harness. 
6  field  pieces  at  J3cnDington. 
2  do.,  k  4  lloyals  at  Fort  Schyler. 

Articles  of  convention  between  Lieu*  Oen'  Burgoyne  &  Major  Gen^ 
Gates. 

Ist.  The  Troops  under  L*  Gen*  Burgoyne  are  to  march  oat  of  the 
Camp  w^  the  honors  of  war  and  the  artillery  of  the  Intrenchmenta 
to  the  verge  of  the  Kiver  where  the  old  Fort  stood,  where  the  arms 
a&d  artillery  are  to  be  left;  the  arms  to  be  piled  bjword  of  command 
of  their  own  officers. 
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2Dd.  A  frae  passage  to  be  granted  to  the  annj  under  Lt.  Genl. 
BurgojDe  to  Great  Sritain,  upon  condition  of  not  aerving  again  in-  ■ 
North  America  during  the  present  contest ;  and  the  port  of  Boston 
is  assigned  for  the  entry  of  Transports  to  receive  the  TroopS;  when- 
e?er  G^nl.  Howe  shall  so  order. 

8d.  Should  any  Cartel  take  place^  by  which  the  army  under  Lt. 
Genl.  BurgojDe,  or  any  part  of  it,  may  be  exchanged,  the  foregoing 
article  to  be  void  as  far  as  such  Exchange  shaU  be  made. 

4th.  The  army  under  Lt.  Genl.  Bur^ovne  to  march  to  Massachu- 
setts Bay  by  the  earliest,  most  Expeditious^  and  convenient  Rout, 
and  to  be  quartered  in,  near,  or  as  convenient  as  possible  to  Boston, 
that  the  march  of  the  Troops  may  not  be  delayed  when  transports 

arrive  to  receive  them. 

• 

5th.  The  troops  to  be  supplied  on  the  march  and  during  their 
being  in  quarters  with  Provisions,  by  Genl.  Gates'  orders,  at  the 
same  rate  of  Rations  as  the  Troops  of  his  own  army,  &,  if  possible, 
the  Officers,  Horses  &  Cattle  are  to  be  supplied  with  forage  at  the 
usual  rate. 

6th.  All  Officers  to  retain  their  Carriages,  Batt.  Horses  &  other 
Cattle,  and  no  baggage  to  be  molested  or  searched,  Lt  Genl.  Bur- 
goyne  giving  his  honor  there  are  no  publick  stores  secreted  therein. 
Major  Genl.  Gates  will  of  course  take  the  necessary  measures  for  the 
due  performance  of  this  article.  Should  any  Carriage  being  wanting 
for  the  transportation  of  Offioers'  Baggage,  they  are,  if  possible,  to 
be  supplied  by  the  Country  at  the  usual  rates. 

7.  Upon  the  march,  and  during  the  time  the  army  shall  remain  in 
Quarters  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  the  officers  are  not,  as  far  as  cir- 
cumstances will  admit,  to  be  seperaled  from  their  men.  The  officers 
are  to  be  quartered  according  to  rank,  and  are  not  to  be  hindered 
from  assembling  their  men  for  roll  calling,  &  other  purposes  of 
regulating. 

8th,  All  corps  whatever  of  Genl.  Burgoyne's  army,  whether 
composed  of  Sailors,  Batteau  men.  Artificers,  Drivers,  Independent 
Companies,  &  followers  of  the  Army  of  whatever  Country,  shall  be' 
included  in  the  fullest  sense  ^  utmost  extent  of  the  above  articles, 
&  comprehended  in  every  respect  as  British  subjects. 

9  th.  All  Canadians  &  persons  belonging  to  the  Canadian  Esta- 
blishment, consiatiog  of  Sailors,  Batteaumen,  Artificers,  Drivers, 
Independent  Companies,  &  many  other  followers  of  the  Army  who 
come  under  no  particular  description  are  to  be  permitted  to  return 
there.  They  are  to  be  conducted  immediately  by  the  shortest  rout 
to  the  first  British  post  on  Lake  George,  &  aro  to  be  supplied  with 
provisions  in  the  trame  manner  as  the  other  Troops,  &  are  to  bo 
bound  by  the  same  conditions  of  not  serving  during  the  present* 
contest  in  North  America. 
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10th.  Pftflsportfl  to  be  immddiateij  granted  to  their  oftcen  lot 
exceeding  the  rank  of  CaptainBj  who  shall  be  appointed  by  Lt.  Oea. 
Bargojne  to  carry  diapatehes  to  &  W*  Hoipe,  8^  Ouy  Owltmiy  ft  to 
Great  BriUin,  by  the  way  of  New  York.  And  Major  Genl.  Gatei 
engages  the  publick  £uth  that  these  dispatches  shall  not  be  opened. 
The  officers  are  to  set  ont  immediately  afler  receiving  their  dispatches, 
and  to  tnvel  by  the  shortest  Bonts^  and  in  the  most  expeditious 
manner. 

11th.  During  ihe  stay  of  the  Troops  in  Massachusetts  Bay,  the 
Officers  ate  to  be  admitted  to  then:  parol^  &  are  to  be  allowed  to  wear 
their  side  arms* 

12th.  Should  the  army  uudw  Lt  Gknl.  Burgoyne  find  it  neces- 
sary to  send  for  their  cloathing  &  other  Baggage  to  Canada,  they 
are  to  be  permitted  to  do  it  in  the  most  convenient  matiner,  &  the 
necessary  passports  granted  for  that  purpose. 

13th.  These  articles  are  to  bo  mutually  signed  &  exchanged  to- 
morrow-aoming  at  9  o'Clock,  and  the  Troops  under  Lt.  Geiu.  Bur- 
goyne are  to  miu^sh  out  of  their  Intrenchments  at  3  o'clock  in  the 
Afternoon. 

•    J.  BUBGOYNB. 

Camp  at  Saratoga,  Oct'  16«  1777. 


York  Town,  Oct'  81-  1777. 

Sir, 

I  acknowledge  your  {hv*,  and  thro'  you  beg  to  acknowledge  one 
from  my  friend,  Col.  Bayard,  which  is  all  that  I  can  do  by  this  con- 
veyance, as  I  am  in  danger  of  losing  it;  for  this  reason  I  cannot 
forward  Copies  of  the  other  dispatches  this  day  rec'  ^Express, 
(Col.  Wilkinson,)  but  shall  endeavour  to  do  it  very  soon.  The  List 
was  taken  before  the  Examination  of  Col.  Wilkinson,  ^ioh  has 
occasioned  two  or  three  remarks  from  memory,  but  it  is  not  to  be 
depended  on.  An  exaot  return  is  expected  this  day,  and  yoa  must 
excuse  me  until  a  further  opp'. 

lam' 

respectfully  Sir, 

Y'  mot  ob.  &  very 

hum*  Serv. 

DANIEL  BOBERDBAU. 
J)trected. 

The  Honorable  George  Bryan,  Esq',  Tice  Premdent  of  the  Su- 
preme Executive  Council  of  Pennsilvania,  Lancaster. 
Favoured  by  D'  Witherspoon. 
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A^Genenl  Retarn  of  his  Btittaniiiok  MajeBtj'B  Forces  under  Uewf 
General  Bnrgoine,  vhiob  aurrendered  to  the  ContiDental  Army, 
GommaDded  bj  Major  Gen'  Gates,  at  Saratoga,  on  the  17*^ 
Oct',  1777. 
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This  Digest  argeesble  to  tba  returns,  rendered  me  by  the  Gom- 
niDiaDdiDg  Officer  of  Regiments  &  Corps.  The  Officers  of  the  Bri- 
tish Artillery  are  'induded  in  this  return  ;  a  general  state  of  that 
Corps  could  not  be  procured  at  the  time  I  left  the  Army,  although 
I  am  well  asanrcd  that  the  number  of  non  commisfiioned  Officers  & 
PriTates  belonging  thereto  exceeds  150. 
(Signed,) 

JAMES  WILKINSON, 
*(Not)  nndoubtedl;  omitted.  Adjutant  N.  Army. 


KiruBtf  OP  Ordnance  Btorss  taken  prom  the  Enbmt, 
Oct.  7,  and  17,  1777. 


Camhon, 


Taken  October  7tb,  near 
Sliil  Water. 


Taken  October  17th,  at 

Saratoga. 


do.  S  '<  i. 

Royal  Howitiera,  - 1 

Eight  Inch    <'  ! 

Total  of  Ordnance,  31         , 

N.  B.  Implements  &  Stores  oompleat  for  the  pieces,  particolais 
not  ascertained  for  want  of  time. 
31* 
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Five  tboQsand  Stands  of  Arms  taken,  and  a  great  quantity  of 
Mnsket  Cartridges  andanamberof  Ammunition  Waggons,  TraTelliiig 

Forges,  &o. 

(Signed.) 

J.  WILKINSON, 

A.  General  N.  Army. 

York  Town,  31  Oct',  1777. 

Agreeable  to  the  return  rendered  me  by  the  Commanding  Officer 
of  Artillery. 

True  Copies. 

DANIEL  ROBERDEAU. 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  jan**,  Esq%  President  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common-Wealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
Lancaster. 


Robert  Galbbaith  to  Prbsidbnt  Wharton,  1777. 

nis  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Junior,  Esqr.,  President,  &c. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  at  Bedford  and  opened  the  Courts  without  any  oppo- 
aition.  The  Sheriff  held  the  Election,  and  though  but  a  small  one, 
yet  I  hope  it  will  answer  a  good  purpose.  Mr-  Smith  still  refuses 
to  deliver  up  the  Records,  as  'appears  by  the  affidavits  sent  you  by 
Mr.  John  Morris,  Clerk  of  the  Assembly.  Pve  sent  by  Mr.  Morris 
the  Nomination  of  Bedford  Justices  of  Persona  for  Clerk  of  the 
Peace,  which  I  expect  the  Council  will  take  notice  of,  and  send  up 
the  Commission  per  first  opportunity.  I  should  be  glad  of  some 
instructions  relative  to  the  Tavemkeepers ;  some  have  applied  at 
the  Court,  and  recommended,  but  I  have  no  Licence  nor  ofders  to 
proceed  in  tho  matter.  Mr.  Woods  has  taken  the  Oath  of  Alle- 
giance, and  won'ders  why  himself  and  the  other  two  Gentlenen 
recommended  with  him,  are  not  Commissioned ;  he  says  he  b  now 
determined  to  support  the  Constitution,  and  most  undoubtedly  he 
can  do  a  great  deal  of  good  or  ill  in  this  County  at  the  present 
Time.  If  the  Council  thought  proper  to  send  for  Mr.  Smith,  and 
dispose  of  him  in  some  other  way  than  confineing  him  in  Bedferd, 
it  might  answer  a  better  purpose,  for  I  am  apprehensive  ha  m^hl 
be  rescued  here,  and  I  am  of  opinion  if  he  was  brought  befiire  Ifae 
Council  ho  would  agree  to  deliver  them  up ;  but  this  I  leave  to  the 
wisdom  and  prudence  of  the  Council. 

The  generality  of  the  People  in  Bedford  County  are  well  disposed 
to  the  Constitution,  and  a  little  Hme,  I  am  persuaded,  will  put 
matters  upon  a  good  footing.    I  attended  at  Carlisle  Court,  and 
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matters  there  went  on  midling  well.  Mr.  MorriB,  who  attended, 
also  can  inform  jou.  I  write  thia  in  York  Town,  where  I  have 
attended  on  hehalf  of  the  State ;  the  Courts  were  opened  here,  but 
in  manner,  and  nnder  what  circa mataneea,  Mr.  McLean,  who  intends 
waiting  of  jou  in  a  few  Daja,  will  inform.  I  intend  returning  to 
Bedford  in  a  few  Days,  as  soon  as  I  can  get  Seals  of  Office  engraved 
here. 

With  Compliments  to  Mr.  Brjan  and  the  other  Gentlemen  of  the 
Council. 

I  am  with  respect, 

your  Ezcellencys  most  obed% 

humble  sery^ 

ROBERT  GALBRAITH. 

York  Town,  October  31««,  1777. 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun',  Esq',  Present;  fte., 
&c.;  Lancaster. 


John  Tylbr,  Armoeer,  to  Pees't  Wharton/  1777. 

To  his  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jun'  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Executive  Connoil  for  the  state  of  Pennsylv*  in  Council; 

May  it  Please  your  Excellency — 

The  Indtspensihle  Duty  I  owe  to  yonr  Exoellenoy  and  the  oonncii, 
Induces  me  to  inform  you  of  the  state  of  my  Depaitment  at  this  plaeo ; 
At  my  first  coming  here  all  was  hurry  and  Confusion  no  place  eould 
be  procured  for  carrying  on  the  Repair  of  the  musquits,  &o.,  belonging 
.to  this  state  or  even  for  the  People  to  put  their  Heads  in ;  but  thnr 
the  kind  Interference  of  the  worthy  Col.  Wetsell  and  other  Lienten- 
tots  of  this  County,  A  place  was  soon  purchased  and  I  have  sixteen 
.hands  Employed  and  in  a  few  days  expect  to  have  three  hundred  stand 
of  anna  repaired  and  Ready  to  deliver  to  such  place  as  your  Exoel- 
lenoy shall  order;  (besides  a  Number  already  deliverod  by  GoL 
Wetsella  order)  Nothing  shall  be  wanting  in  me  to  promote  with  the 
assistance  of  tho  Lieutenants,  the  utmost  deoorum  and  dispatob,  some 
uneasiness  it  is  true  prevails  among  the  workmen  that  the  Artifioen 
jittd  Labatary  men  in  the  Continential  Service  draw  Liquor,  and  it  ie 
not  in  their  power  to  draw  any,  altho'  they  think  they  are  entitled  to 
it  as  the  allowance  from  the  state,  but  tho  difficulty  is  there  is  no 
jtate  Commissary  hero,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  Col.  Hagner  and  Col. 
Wetzell  that  if  their  was  a  state  Commissary  here  tho  people  would 
be  better  supplied  and  if  they  Could  then  draw  their  Liquor,  every 
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thing  would  go  on  Bmootli  and  it  would  tend  to  farther  the  BuuiiMi 
of  the  state.  It  is  therefore  requested,  that  jour  Ezoelloncy  &  the 
Couneil  would  CoDsider  the  matter,  Col.  Haguer  &  CoL  Wetiell  are 
wUlinff  to  undertake  the  purchase  &  Issues  ror  the  preaaent  if  they 
have  uie  Gounoils  Authority  for  that  purpose. 

I  am  I 

your  Exoellency's 

most  Hu'hie  Serv* 

JNO.  TYLEB,  Arm' 

Northampton,  Oot'r  31, 1777- 

P.  S.  As  we  have  no  very  large  Quantity  of  arms  here  I  hope  we 
may  receive  suoh  a  supply  from  time  to  time  as  will  keep  the  people 
in  Employ. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Tho*  Wharton,  jun*-  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Kxecutife  Couneil  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

^  Favour  of       \ 
Mr.  Wm.  Thome.  J 


Pres't  Wharton  to  Col's  Cheney  &  Grunow,  1777. 

Iianc%  3l8t  Oot%  1777 
Gentlemen, 

When  Col.  Smith,  Lieu*  of  Chester,  was  here,  by  his  information, 
ft  that  of  others,  it  appeared  to  Council,  that  the  immediate  embody- 
ment  of  light  horse  Militia  was  a  measure  very  praoticable,  ft  very 
important  to  the  protection  of  the  County,  ft  annoyance  of  the  enemy. 
It  was  recommended  to  Col.  Smith  to  exert  the  powers  given  to  him 
in  the  Militia  Law,  ft  form  Corps  of  Light  Horse  accordingly ;  and 
he  was  promised  support  in  suoh  an  exertion. 

What  Col.  Smith  may  have  effected  in  his  neighbourhood,  Council 
have  not  heard ;  Perhaps  the  drawing  out  of  the  Classes  of  foot  Militia 
last  ordered,  may  have  greatly  engaged  his  attention.  At  leaat  Col. 
Davis  assures  us,  that  no  step  towards  the  business  proposed  has  been 
taken  in  the  South  Eastern  parts  of  the  County ;  in  w^  however,  he 
•ays  many  Volunteers  offer  their  servioe.  Council  desirous  that  no 
further  loss  of  time  may  happen,  in  this  important  affair,  do  desire 
ft  order  you  to  take  all  prudent  ft  effectual  measures  to  form  8  or  4 
Troops  of  Light  Horse  out  of  your  Militia;  taking  herein  the  advice 
ft  direction  of  (}en,  Potter,  on  whom  they  greatly  rely.*  These,  you 
are  to  put  under  his  direetion,  subordinate  however  to  the  Com'  im 
ehief,  k  Qttn,  Armstrong. 

Your  public  spirit  will  doubtless  engage  your  best  attention  to  the 
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business  recommended^  in  which  you  may  depend  on  Council  for  their 
full  support 

I  am 
Directed. 
To  CoL  Cheney  &  Col.  OmnoWy  Chester  County. 


Memobial  of  Gun  Stooeers  in  the  State  I^aotort. 

1777. 

October,  y  80**  1777- 

To  the  Honourable  Council  of  Safety  of  the  Common  Wealth  of 

Pensylvania. 

The  Petition  of  the  Subscribers  Oun  Stockers  of  this  State  Factory 
Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  we  have  been  a  Considerable  time  imployed  in  the  Factoiy 
at  French  Creek  and  found  the  price  we  then  receiv'd  was  nol 
Suficient  for  our  support  by  reason  of  goods  and  provisions  being  so 
very  high  and  we  receiv'd  but  two  and  six  pence  *^  Stock  more  &an 
before  the  war  began,  Mr.  Dehaven  our  manager  and  Mr.  Benjamin 
Ritenhouse  our  Superintendant  acknoledged  they  thought  our  wages 
two  low  and  were  willing  to  sign  a  petition  to  have  our  price  raiird 
from  ten  to  fifteen  Shillings  ^  Stock,  our  petition  was  taken  to 
Philadelphia  at  the  time  of  the  battle  at  Brandywine  when  nothing 
could  be  done  for  us  and  waa  left  there,  we  then  were  obliged  to 
leave  our  work  and  asist  in  removing  the  stores  and  all  belonging  to 
our  work  and  Mr.  Dehaven  promised  we  should  receive  a  Dollar  ^ 
day  ^  till  we  could  get  to  work  again,  we  have  now  removed  to 
Humbles  Town  where  we  can  scarce  get  the  Necessarys  of  life  at  any 
price  (Whilst  those  imployM  in  the  Continental  Factory's  Constantly 
receive  their  Rations)  since  we  came  here  we  have  been  imploy'd  in 
preparing  places  to  work  in,  which  are  not  quite  ready  nor  have  .we 
materials  to  work  on  as  yet,  and  now  are  informed  by  Mr.  Dehaven 
that  he  will  not  pay  us  from  the  time  we  left  work  at  French  Creek, 
except  a  few  days,  nor  allow  us  any  higher  wages  for  what  we  shall  dO| 
and  as  five  of  us  have  families  here  and  the  rest  of  us  have  to  pay 
high  for  our  board.  We  Humbly  intreat  you  to  Consider  and  rectify 
us,  as  we  earnestly  desire  to  promote  the  public  good  by  continuing 
at  our  business  and  doing  it  faithfully. 

And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray. 

Joseph  Delavau,  Archibald  Curry, 

William  Atkinson,  Frederick  Wharton^ 

Conrad  Switsor,  John  Weaver, 

Conrad  Bartlingi  Joseph  Eastburn, 

William  Fades,  Isaac  Johns.* 

*  Sm  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.,  p.  XL  865. 
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HsimT   Christ  and  others,   to   President  Wharton, 

1777. 

Beadiog,  November  Isti  1777. 
Sir, 

Upon  yonr  IIonoTirs  Request  from  Philadelphia,  Jane  17th, 
1777.  ^  the  Justice  of  the  Coantj  of  Berks,  to  Confer  together 
te  obtain  a  Sofficient  Number  of  Waggons  with  proper  Drivers,  and 
to  appoint  a  Waggon  Master  for  each  Brigade  to  be  in  Readiness 
npon  the  first  Call,  and  recommended  to  us  that  a  Waggon  Master 
may  be  appointed  in  the  Connty  with  proper  assistants  to  furnish  as 
with  a  list  of  the  Waggons  in  eaeh  Distriot  aoeording  to  the  said 
request,  the  Justices  of  Berks  County  Immediately,  have  met  and 
appointdd  a  Waggon  Master  General,  with  proper  assistontf,  and 
they  have  furnished  us  with  a  list  of  the  number  of  waggons  in  etek 
Towmhip  of  Berks  Coan^  and  upon  your  Honoxurs  Request,  In 
Coandi  Philadelphia,  July,  Slst  1777,  to  ns  requiring  the  Jostioei 
of  Berks  County  Immediately  to  send  850  waggons  to  Philadelphia, 
(when  the  enemys  fleet  was  seen  near  the  Light  House)  to  remove 
Stores,  Provisions  Ac  We  have  Immediately  sent  orders  to  the 
Waggon  Master  Ceneral  and  to  each  Waggon  Master  in  the  Town- 
ships to  make  up  the  said  number  of  waggons  Immediately  to  go  to 
Phil*  for  said  purpose,  and  acoording  to  our  orders  a  great  number 
of  waggons  was  sent  to  Phil*  npon  that  aooount,  and  the  Waggon 
Master  general  and  the  other  Waggon  Masters  to  each  Brigade  went 
the  same  time  and  when  they  came  to  Phil*  the  Enemy's  fleet  left 
our  Capes  and  the  waggons  got  nothing  to  load  was  obliged  to  retora 
«mty  (except  20  waggons  was  taken  into  the  servioe  for  the  use  of 
the  Army.)  Their  wages  will  amount  to  a  large  8am  of  Money  and 
they  are  a  plagueing  us  and  the  Waggon  Master  Continnally  for 
their,  pay.  We  would  therefore  Desire  your  Honor  would  Order  a 
anm  of  money  to  be  sent  to  us  or  the  Waggon  Master  in  this  Town 
to  pay  off  said  people.  We  think  it  will  at  least  take  2500  or  very 
nigh  3000  pounds,  and  if  there  is  more  sent  than  is  wanted  we  sbaU 
Jay  the  aooount  before  your  Honour  or  any  person  yonr  Honow 
Will  appoint,  and  return  the  overplus. 

Bir, 

We  are  with  Respect 

your  most  obedient 
Humble  Servant, 

HENRY  CHRIST, 
JACOB  SHOBMAKSR, 

JOHN  LUDWIG. 

Directed 

To  The  Honble.  Thomas  Wharton  Jr.,  Pmideiit. 


t*ENNSYLTANIA.  ABOIUVES  1777.  78S 

Daniel  Robbbdbau  to  .  Suprbmb  Exko.  Gottncil,  1777. 

York  Town,  Nov.  !•»,  1777. 
D'  Sir, 

Yesterday  the  confirmation  of  the  northern  affair  arrived,  the  Con- 
vention at  Saratoga  was  immediately  forwarded  to  Council,  and  this 
day  Gen^  Gates'  two  letters,  one  to  Congress  the  other  to  Oen^  Van- 
ghan,"*"  with  an  exact  return  of  prisoners  and  stores  surrendered. 
All  these  dispatches  have  been  sent  in  the  most  slovenly  manner, 
but  it  is  impossible  for  mo  in  the  midst  of  publick  Business,  without 
assistance,  to  be  more  correct,  therefore,  I  hope  I  have  the  excuse  of 
Council.  Mr.  Clinghem  this  day  took  his  seat,  pray,  where  are  the 
other  Dellegates  ?  Henry  Laurens,  Vice  President  of  S"  Carolina, 
m  worthy,  sensible,  indefatigable  Gentleman,  was  this  day  chosen  by 
a  unanimous  vote,  except  his  own.  President  of  Congress. 

I  am  obliged  to  yon  far  the  paper  &  the  several  pjinted  pablica- 
tiona.    Pray  keep  me  advised. 

I  am, 

IX  Sir 

Y'  most  ob*  hum"  Serv*, 

DANIEL  ROBERDEAU. 

Directed, 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq',  Secretary  to  the  Hon*»«  The  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Lancaster. 
Favoured  by  Gen*  Kulb. 


Henrt  Laurens  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

York  Town,  Pennsylvania,  1st  Novem.,  1777. 

srr, 

The  Arms  of  the  United  States  of  America  having  been  blessed 
in  the  present  Campaign  with  remarkable  success,  Congress  have 
Resolved  to  recommend  that  one  day,  Thursday  the  18th  Decem'f 
next,  be  set  apart  to  be  observed  by  all  the  Inhabitants  throughout 
these  States  for  a  General  Thanksgiving  to  Almighty  God.  And  I 
have  it  in  command  to  transmit  to  you  the  inclosed  Extract  from  the 
Minutes  of  Congress  for  that  purpose.  Your  Honour  will  be  pleased 
to  take  the  necessanr  measures  for  carrying  the  Resolve  into  effect 
in  the  State  in  which  yon  preside. 

»  See  page  687-8,  &  726. 

t  8«o  proclamation  in  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XT,  p.  860, 
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You  will  likewise  find  inclosed  a  certified  copy  of  a  minute  shewing 
the  anihority  under  which  I  have  the  honour  oif  addreflsiog  yoo. 

I  am  wiCh  great  Esteem  &  Regard^ 

Sir, 

Most  obed^  hum*  Servant, 

HENRY  LAURENS, 
Ptesd^  in  Cong; 

Directed^ 
To  tho  nonble  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  Pennsjlvama. 


In  Congress,  November  1, 1777* 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  President  and  the  ballots 
being  taken  Mr,  Henry  Laurens  was  elected. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Resolutions  of  Conorbss,  1777. 

In  Congress,  Nov.  1, 1777. 

Forasmuch  as  it  is  the  indispensable  duty  of  all  men  to  adore 
the  superiutending  providence  of  Almighty  Ood,  to  acknowledge 
with  gratitude  their  obligation  to  him  for  benefits  received  &  to  im- 
plore such  further  blessings  as  they  stand  in  need  of.  And  it  .having 
pleased  him  in  his  abundant  mercy  not  only  to  continue  to  us,  the 
innumerable  bounties  of  his  common  providence,  but  also  to  smile 
upon  us  in  the  prosecution  of  a  just  and  necessary  war  for  the  defence 
&  establishment  of  our  unalienable  rights  &  liberties.  Particularly 
in  that  he  hath  been  pleased  in  so  great  a  measure  to  prosper  the 
means  used  for  the  support  of  our  troops  &  to  crown  our  arms  with 
most  signal  success. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  to  the  legislative  or  executive  powers 
of  these  United  States  to  set  apart  Thur^y,  the  18th  day  of  Decem- 
ber next  for  solemn  thanksgiving  &  praise.  That  at  one  time  and 
with  one  voice  the  good  people  may  express  the  mteful  feelings  of 
their  hearts,  &  consecrate  themselves  to  the  service  of  their  divine 
benefactor  &  that  together  with  their  sincere  acknowledgments  ft 
ofierings  they  may  join  the  penitent  confession  of  their  manifold 
sins,  whereby  they  had  forfeited  every  favor;  &  their  humble  and 
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Mumest  sai^lioatlon  that  it  may  please  God,  through  the  merits  of 
Jesus  Christ,  meroifallj  to  forgive  &  blot  them  oat  of  rcmembnnoe. 
That  it  may  please  him  graciously  to  afford  his  blessipff  on  the  govern- 
ments  of  these  Sfcat#  respectively,  &  prosper  the  puolio  councils  of 
the  whole.  To  inspire  our  commanders  both  by  land  &  sea,  &  all 
under  them  with  that  wisdom  &  fortitude  which  may  render  them  fit 
instruments,  uoder  the  providence  of  Almighty  God,  to  secure  for 
these  United  States  the  greatest  of  all  human  blessings,  ''  ind^ 
pendence  dhpeaceJ'  That  it  may  please  him  to  prosper  the  trade  & 
manufactures  of  the  people,  &  the  labor  of  the  husbandman,  that  our 
land  may  yet  yield  its  increase.  To  take  schools  &  seminaries  of 
education  so  necessary  for  cultivating  the  principles  of  true  liberty^ 
virtue  &  piety  under  his  nurturing  hand  &  to  prosper  the  means  of 
religion  for  the  promotion  &  enlargement  of  that  kingdom  which 
consistcth  in  n'f/hteausness,  peace  <kjoy  in  the  holy  ghost. 

And  it  is^rtber  reoommeuded  that  servile  labor  &  such  reoreatiou 
as  though  at  other  times  innocent,  may  be  unbecoming  the  purpose 
of  thb  appointment  may  bo  omittted  on  so  solemu  an  occasion. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Lt.  Sam'l  IIunteb  to  Fbbsident  Wharton,  1777. 

Fort  Augusta,  1st  November,  1777. 
Sir, 

Yours  of  the  23*  October,  I  receive?  Yesterday  by  express,  ordering 
that  the  third  and  fourth  Classes  of  the  Militia  of  this  County  be  sent 
out  to  joine  Ocneral  Washington,  and  to  be  supplyed  with  arms  and 
Blankets,  which  is  not  to  be  got  in  this  County  at  present,  the  first 
Class  and  part  of  the  second  is  stationed  on  the  Frontiers  of  this 
County  and  has  all  the  good  arms  that  could  be  Collected  in  those 
parts,  so  thkt  when  those  classes  that  is  now  called  march,  they  must 
go  without  arms,  I  had  promised  the  poor  back  Inhabitants  to  relieve 
the  first  class  whose  time  is  expired  the  sixteenth  of  this  mouth, 
the  People  there  is  in  a  bad  way  as  they  have  got  in  no  Crops  this 
4dli  whieh  is  very  hard  on  them  being  generaly  Poory  k  new  setlers, 
«i  for  the  present  state  of  this  County,  I  refer  you  to  Cantain  John 
Bambright  who  is  chose  one  of  the  Council,  there  will  he  no  time 
lost  in  ooUeotingi  and  bringing  the  n^en  to  the  place  of  BendesvousOi 
to  maroh  as  soon  as  Possable,  the  People  of  this  County  is  beginning 
%)  nmnnor  lor  want  of  salt  as  they  ci^not  get  any  to  )>uy,  and  I  be* 

♦  Bee  page  094. 
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leive  ibis  is  the  wont  off^  of  any  Goanty  in  the  state  for  that  Jtrj 
artiole, 

lam  ^ 

Sir, 

your  most  obed* 

HamV  Serv« 

SAM'L  HUNTER,  Lietf . 

Direcfedf 

To  His  Exoellenoy  Thomas  Wharton,  President  of  the  Exeeutifo 
Council  Lancaster. 


Gbn.  Potter  to  P&bsidekt  Wharton,  1777. 

Sir, 

In  Augest  last  I  Recommended  the  Bearer  Mr.  ITnrdan  to  your 
Ezoelanoey  for  to  be  appointed  a  lieut.,  in  one  of  the  Cumpanejs  in 
the  Continental  service,  he  was  a  Lieut.,  under  me  last  winter  in  the 
Jarsey,  and  acted  liek  the  Gentleman  and  the  soldier,  and  I  am 
persuaded  he  wold  make  a  good  officer,  he  has  been  a  vollenteer 
ever  since  I  left  the  Jarsey. 

I  am  your 

Ezoellenceys 

Obedient  Humble  serv^ 

JAS.  POTTER. 

Nor  2d,  1777. 

Directedj 
To  His  Exceknoey  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq. 


Sup.  Exjso.  Council  to  Congrbss,  1777. 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  November  3, 1777. 
Sir, 

The  hon'ble  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  Congress  his  letter 
of  the  17th*  of  October  enclosing  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  16th,t 
Extract  of  a  Letter  from  his  Excellency  General  Washington  dalea 
the  18tb^  and  a  list  of  the  cloathing  wanted  in  the  Continental  armyi 
has  been  laid  before.the  Coundl.  We  have  had  a  oonfbreiice  on  this 
sabjeot  with  the  Clothier  General  respecting  the  articles  wanted  tow 

*  See  page  681.  f  p.  678.  J  p.  669. 
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the  army,  and  assured  him  of  every  aanutanoe  we  ean  give  him. 
Bat  there  is  great  reason  to  fear  that  the  enoreasing  of  the  number 
of  pnrohasers,  by  over  bidding  each  other,  will  rather  tend  to  raise 
the  prices  of  goods  still  higher,  than  to  procure  greater  supplies^ 
Commissioners  in  several  Counties  are  appointed  by  this  Council  for 
the  procuring  of  Blankets,  Shoes,  &  StockiDgs,  from  such  of  the  dis« 
affected  as  can  possibly  spare  them,  and  the  Council  will  give  unre- 
mitting attention  to  this  important  object ;  altho'  they  find  this  State 
very  bare  of  those  articles  and  likely  to  be  distressed  from  the  want 
of  them. 

By  the  quantity  of  cloathing  delivered  to  the  army,  by  the  clothier 
General,  within  a  few  months,  and  the  wants  which  are  now  evident 
there  is  too  much  reason  to  fear  that  the  attention  of  the  officers  hath 
not  prevented  the  soldiers  from  selling  their  cloathing;  perhaps  for 
the  purpose  of  purchasing  whisky,  which  at  the  enormous  price 
it  is  now  sold  by  the  Sutlers  at  Camp,  is  alone  sufficient  In  a  few 
weeks  to  strip  a  Soldier  to  the  skin. 

Directed^ 

To  the  President  of  Congress, 


Col.  Clbmbnt  Biddlb  to  Prbsidbnt  Whabtok,  1777. 

Camp,  Whitemarsh,  Nov  3, 1777. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  (of  28th  ulto*  in  Council). 
&  think  it  necessary  to  inform  you  of  the  mode  of  collecting  Forago 
which  I  am  frequently  obliged  to  pursue,  &  of  the  prices  I  have 
paid  as  this  Branch  will  be  a  considerable  part  of  your  intended 
regulation,  to  promote  the  service  of  the  army. 

The  constant  removal  &  uncertain  stay  of  our  army  in  one  place 
has  prevented  their  horses  being  supplied  from  fixed  magazines  wbiok 
has  obliged  me  by  the  approbation  of  his  Excellency  the  Com'  in  Chief 
to  send  the  Forage  masters  with  waggons  to  the  Farm  Housea 
round  our  Encampment,  to  take  from  each  Farm  a  proportion  of 
their  Forage  giving  them  receipts  for  the  same  and  leaving  a  reason- 
able share  for  their  ^Families,  &  stock.  For  this  they  have  been 
always  paid  at  different  rates  according  to  our  situation  for  some 
time  past  since  crossing  to  this  side  Schuylkil,  I  have  paid  the 
following  rates — for  gwA  hay  £1  10 — 1^  Tonn,  &  in  proportion 
for  that  of  an  inferior  Quality — ^wheat  (of  which  we  consume  a  great 
Quantity  for  Forage)  %$,  6d.  1^  bushel,  Oats  as  it  has  been  scarse  7f« 
^d,  ^  bushel.  Rye  7s.  6(f.,  for  hay  for  a  horse  24  hours  Is,  Gcf., 
Spelts  we  have  none  in  this  Quarter,  Buckwheat  4s.  6c^.,  ^  bushel* 

*  See  page  720. 
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I  have  always  drawn  as  much  as  poisibto  from  the  magtnoei  ttt 
distanoe  but  many  of  them  are  drained,  &  the  Inhabitants  eitba 
refuse  to  sell  at  reasonable  rates,  or  to  thresh  oat  their  grain,  there- 
fore I  think  some  method  will  be  necessary  to  enable  the  persooa 
properly  authorized  to  supply  the  magasiues  as  well  as  the  immedi- 
ate Consumption  of  the  army. 

I  shall  esteem  it  a  particular  favour  to  be  furnished  with  anj 
Regulations  you  may  make  on  this  head,  &  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  Ezcelleneys 

most  obedient  & 

very  hum.  Serv' 

CLEMENT  BIDDLE,  Com'  Forage. 

Directed. 

On  public  Service. 

His  Ezocllency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire,  President  of  the  staU 
of  Pennsylvania  Lanc&ster. 


Col.  VTm.  Bradford  to  Presidkih:  Wharton,  1777. 

Sir, 

My  last  to  vour  Excellency  was  on  my  arrival  at  Burlington,  givbg 
an  account  of  the  Galleys  getting  up  and  the  Burning  the  oontiDeDtal 
Fleet,  the  Ship  Mon^omery  and  two  Floating  Batteries,  tiinoe 
which  nothing  material  has  happened. 

-  The  sailors  belonging  to  jthe  Continental  Fleet  went  np  to  Borden 
Town,  and  are  mostly  deserted. 

I  have  now  sent  up  W.  C.  Bradford  to  your  Excellency  for  some 
money  to  pay  the  Fleet,  as  the  men  will  undoubtedly  desert  if  tbej 
do  not  get  their  pav.  I  have  at  present  8000  Dollars.  In  my  last 
acquainted  you  had  6000  but  have  been  obliged  to  lay  some  out  for 
Cattle,  Potatoes,  &  paying  off  some  of  the  Fleet,  that  was  not  paid 
before,  of  which  W.  B.,  can  give  some  aco*.  The  Bleet  has  had  but  one 
Hogshead  of  rum  since  they  came  up,  and  none  for  some  time  before, 
so  that  your  Excellency  may  think  what  I  hoar  as  I  pass  by  tkem. 
I  am  alone  as  to  a  Board.  Mr.  Crispin  is  here  but  am  exceeding 
Sony  to  say  that  I  am  in  a  manner  obliged  to  be  Commissary,  unless 
in  serving  it  out,  for  if  things  are  provided  for  him  he  does  veiy  wel^ 
but  will  take  no  pains  to  get  one  thing. 

By  many  Persons  from  Fhilada.,  we  have  acoounts  that  the  enemy 
are  fittfng  out  several  Vessels  to  come  up  the  Siver  to  attack  us  at 
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this  placo,  But  if  tHkef  do  I  hope  tlicj  will  ho  disappointed  in  thcit 
▼lews.    For  aoj  thing  partioolar;  I  most  refer  to  the  Bearer. 

I  am 
Yoor  Exceilenejs 

moai  H'ble  Senr* 

WM.  BRADFORD. 
Bristol,  Nov'  4, 1777. 

Directed, 

To  His  Excellency  Thos.  Wharton^  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  Lancaster.. 


Lt,  a.  Lochrby  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Honored  Sir, 

The  Distressed  situation  of  our  Cuntery  is  sneh,  that  we  have  no 
Prospect  But  Disolation  and  Distruction,  the  whole  county  On  the 
North  side  of  the  Rode  from  the  Alegany  Mountains  to  the  River  is 
all  Keept  Close  in  forts ;  and  can  get  no  subsistance  from  their  Plan- 
tations :  they  have  made  application  to  us  requesting  to  be  put  nnder 
Pay  and  Receive  Rations,  and  as  we  could  see  no  other  way  to  keep 
the  People  from  flying  &  Looting  the  Cuntery  be  evaoqniated  we  were 
Oblidged  to  adopt  them  measures  (Requesting  your  Ezcellancy  to 
give  the  necessary  orders  to  enable  us  to  put  them  in  Execution  if 
these  very  Measures  Is  Not  adopted  I  see  no  other  Method  that  caa 
secure  the  People  from  giving  up  the  Cuntery,  these  People  whila^ 
tbey  support  these  fruntear  Posts  are  certainly  serving  the  pabliok^ 
&  Cartainly  cannot  Continue  Long  so  to  do  unless  supported  by  ther 
Pablick.     Lien^  Col.  Charles  Campble  and  fore  other  Persona  i^ 
xoaide  Prisoners  on  the  waters  of  Blackleigs  Creek,  fore  other  men 
kill'd  and  scalped  near  the  same  pleaee  one  man  kill'd  near  Wallaces 
fort  ou  Cunnomoch,  Eleven  other  Persons  Kill'd  and  Sealped  all 
Palmers  fort,  Near  Logonear  amongst  which  is  Ensign  Woods  at  the* 
Pleaee  where  Col.  Campble  was  maid  Prisoner  fore  raskely  Proelama-J 
tions'*'  wass  Left  by  the  Savages  from  the  Governor  of  Detroit  B,q^ 
questing  all  Persons  to  come  to  him,  or  any  other  of  the  Garrisons 
occupied  by  His  Majesties  Troops  and  they  should  Receive  Pay  ISs* 
Loggings  as  they  rank  with  us,  every  Private  Person  for  encourage-' 
ment  to  have  200  Acres  of  Land.  In  short  there  is  very  few  Days  there' 
is  not  some  murder  committed  on  some  part  of  our  fnintears  (if  yoar 
Ezcellancy  would  Please  to  adopt  our  measures  and  give  the  neoessarj 
orders  for  Putting  them  into  Execution :  I  Hoop  with  Divine  assist- 
anoe  we  shall  be  able  to  Hold  the  Cuntery  till  we  are  Enabled  by  the 

*  See  page  402. 
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more  Effeotoal  Meashurs  that  Is  Garriog  an  Expedition  la  tUr 
Gunterj)  we  have  likewise  Ventured  to  erect  two  Stodkaide  forts  ai 
Logenear  &  Hannahs  Town  at  the  Publick  expense,  with  a  Store 
House  in  each  to  secure  Both  Publick  and  Private  Property  in,  and 
Be  a  place  of  Betreat  for  the  Suffering  fhmtears  In  case  of  needsessitj 
which  I  flatter  myself  will  meet  with  your  Excellanoys  approbation, 
and  Beigs  Leave  to  subscribe  Myself. 

Your  Exccllancys 

most  oblidged  most 

Humb*  Serv* 

A.  LOCHRY,  Lieut. 

Westmoreland,  y«  4th  NoV^,  1777. 

Directed^  * 

On  Public  Service. 

To  His  Ezeellancy  Tho»  Wharton,  jun',  President  of  the  shupnim 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Favoured  by       ) 
Col.  John  Shields,  j 


Wm.  Buchanan  to  Presidbnt  Wharton,  177T. 

York  Town,  4th  Nov.,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  am  much  ohliged  for  the  Confidence  your  Board  are  pleased  to 
place  in  me,  relative  to  fixing  prices  for  the  supplies  of  the  Array. 
At  present  I  shall  confine  myself  to  the  articles  of  Beef,  Pork  and 
Whiskey.  That  of  Grain  will  fall  more  properly  into  the  Quarter 
Master's  or  Forage  Master's  Department.  By  their  Limits  to  the 
Price  of  Wheat  we  must  be  governed  as  to  that  of  Flour,  unless  we 
can  purchase  cheaper  from  some  of  the  Neighbouring  States,  wbieh 
I  have  good  reason  to  expect  we  may,  so  that  I  have  no  apprehensions 
of  danger  from  that  Quarter. 

Your  liberal  allowance  for  Pork  is,  I  presume,  made  to  prevent 
our  falling  short  of  a  proper  supply  thereof.  But  let  me  assure  you 
that  the  advices  from  all  the  neighbouring  States  afford  us  no  better 
hopes.  Many  G-ent"  from  these  States  oonour  in  the  opinion  that  6 
dollars  ought  to  be  the  fixed  price.  Even  at  that,  considering  the 
Expence  of  salt  and  Barrels,  it  will  be  dearer  than  fresh  Beef,  in  the 
Price  of  which  we  seem  to  agree.  The  next  article  is  Whiskey. 
This,  although  apparently  trifling,  you  will  think  worth  yonr  notice- 
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wben  I  assure  you  that  the  yearly  Ezpenoe  for  that  wretched  stuff  is 
at  the  present  Bates  ;€200^0(>0  above  the  aocastomed  price  of  it,  be- 
sides the  £ffeot  it  has  on  Grainy  Forage  and  Carriage.  The  Profits 
are  unjust  as  they  are  exorbitant  and  center  in  the  hands  of  a  few. 
I  therefore  propose  one  dollar  $  Gal.  for  all  good  Whiskey  delivered 
at  Gamp  or  at  any  of  our  Magazines  on  the  East  side  of  Sasquehannah. 
In  these  Prices  I  hope  your  Concurrence  and  would  wish  how  soon 
you  would  favour  me  therewith,  that  I  may  advertise  the  same  for 
the  Government  of  all  oonoemed. 

I  am, 

Sir, 

Y'  mo*  obd*  hble  serv*, 

WM.  BUCHANAN,  G.  of  P. 

On  publick  service. 
Directed^ 

To  the  Honourable;  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire,  In  GoudoU  of 
Safety,  Lancaster. 


Benj.  Rittbnhousb  to  CotmciL  of  Safety,  1777. 

To  the  Honorable  Council  of  Safety  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania. 

Gentlemen, 

III  consequence  of  an  order,  obtainM  by  Mr.  Joseph  Eastbum 
from  the  Council;  Directed  to  Mr.  Peter  Dehaven,  and  myself, 
respecting  the  regulation  of  some  of  the  prices  of  gun  work  desiring 
that  we  exercise  our  Judgment,  and  settle  them  without  giving  the 
Council  any  fiirther  trouble.  Mr.  Dehaven  nevertheless  being 
vnwilling  to  do  any  thing  ina  matter  of  this  nature  without  hav- 
ing a  proper  authority  for  it  At  the  Earnest  request  of  all  the- 
workmen  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  trouble  the  Council  with  a  Usfe 
of  the  prioes  of  a  few  articles ;  which  if  you  see  propper  to  ooik 
firm  or  make  iuch  alterations  as  you  judge  necessary,  Mr.  Dehavea 
will  acquiese  in  it.  By  a  line  please  to  let  him  know  if  the  publiok 
is  to  pay  the  ezpenoe  of  removing  the  workmens  Families  here.  The 
whole  is  submited  to  the  consideration  of  the  Honourable  board. 
By. 

Their  Humble  Servant, 

BENJ.  RITTENHOUSB. 

Stocking  a  Musket,  15s  Od 
Splicing  a  Stock,       3    9 
Dressing  Mounting,  8    9 
Sawing  Stocks,  1    8  each.  , 

Humols  Town,  Nov'  5th  1777. 
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CovNoiL  OF  SAnonr  to  Wh.  Buchahar,  1777. 

In  Goonoil  of  Mfetj 

^Lancaster,  Nov*  5, 1777. 
Sir, 

Your  leUer  dated  yesterday*  has  been  oonsidered  by  a  tery  foil 
oouDoil,  and  after  mature  deliberation  they  are  of  opinion  that  il 
will  DOt  be  prudent  to  offer  less  than  seven  dollars  ^  hundred  for 
good  Pork — among  other  considerations,  it  appears  to  them  that  there 
is  danger  of  offending  very  many  of  our  best  friends  by  offering  » 
lower  price;  and  as  there  is  too  great  a  probability  of  a  future 
Boareity  of  beef,  whieh  requires  several  years  to  produce  it,  the  pub- 
lick  is  greatly  interested  in  the  encouragement  given  for  raising  of 
pork,  which  is  the  growth  of  one  year. 

Inokaed  is  the  resolves  of  the  Council  of  this  day  which  will  also 
be  enclosed  to  6en^  Mifflin  &  to  Col.  Biddle. 

Directedf 

To  Wm.  Buchanan  Esq.,  Commissary  GeneraL 


Council  of  Safkty  to  Col,  Bibdle,  1777. 

In  Gonncil  Safety,  Lancaster,  Novem*'  5, 1777. 

Yonr  Letter  of  the  8d  Inst^  I  had  the  pletsnre  to  reoeiTe,  ani 
iBimediaiely  laid  the  same  before  Connoil,  they  will  oheerfolly  cionoiir 
with  the  different  Commissary  ft  other  offioera  who  are  providiBg 
IVorisions  ft  other  neoeasarys  for  the  army  in  every  measure  that 
(ttm  promote  the  Service  of  the  United  States.  The  exorbitant  prioea 
tkat  every  species  of  Provisiona  hath  arisen  to,  is  really  alarming  and 
calls  for  the  exertions  of  eveiy  virtuous  man,  whether  in  or  ont  of  office 
to  i^Qce ;  otherwise  our  -Money,  on  the  Credit  of  which  we  most 
hope  to  keep  an  army  together,  will  be  no  better  than  waste  paper, 
thh  difficulty  of  fixing  the  price  of  every  article  in  the  State,  and  to 
oblige  the  Inhabitants  to  comply  with  the  regulations  is  too  hasardous 
to  undertake,  the  Council  however  think  that  such  Provisions  &  For- 
rage  as  are  wanted  for  the  army  should  be  kept  within  bounds,  and  that 
less  objection  will  be  made  to  the  price  being  fixed  on  those  for  the 
use  of  the  Troops,  than  if  regulated  for  the  People  at  large  and  being 
in  hopes  that  in  a  little  time  they  may  have  influence  through  the 
whole  State,  have  come  to  the  Eesolution  herein  inclosed,  and  have 
appointed  Commissioners  in  each  County  to  whom  you  can  apply  in 
case  you  find  it  difficult  to  procure  the  articles  required.    Ladeed 

*  See  page  799. 
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another  reason  that  indnoed  Council  to  appoint  Commissioners  is  they 
are  informed  that  some  of  the  Depntj  Quarter  Masters  ^  Commis- 
sarys,  have  rendered  the  burthen  very  unequal  by^distressiog  some 
honest  Whigs,  and  leting  those  not  very  friendly  to^'our  cause  escape. 
I  therefore  request  that  attention  may  be  paid  to  this;  and  as  often 
as  it  can  be  done  consistent  with  the  good  of  the  service,  that  those 
Gentlemen  may  be  applyed  to,  in  order  to  point  out  to  you,  &  those 
acting  under  you,  the  places  where  Forrage  can  best  be  spared^ 

Directed^ 

To  Colonel  Biddle. 


Council  op  Safety  to  Col.  Wm.  Bradford,  1777. 

In  Council  of  Safety,  Lancaster,  Nov'  6, 1777 
Sir, 

Yesterday,  and  not  before,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your 
favour  dated  at  Red  bank  October  the  26th  w**  I  laid  before  Council 
who  are  much  obliged  by  the  contents  of  your  letter,  altho'  they  had 
before  rec'd  the  substance  of  it — ^you  will  please  to  continue  your 
information  from  time  to  time  as  opportunitv  may  offer — any  assist- 
ance which  the  Council  can  afford  to  repel  the  common  enemy,  tho*. 
Navy  board  and  Commodore  may  be  assured  of  receiving  upon  the.' 
first  application — ^The  severe  check  which  the  enemy  has  already^ 
received  by  the  bravery  of  our  men  and  good  conduct  of  our  officersy 
will  convince  them  that  they  cannot  effect  their  purpose  of  enslaving' 
America  so  easily  as  they  gave  the  world  to  understand  they  could^t 
it  is  probable  they  will  make  another  attack,  and  I  trust  they  will 
meet^ith  a  like  repulse,  being  well  informed  that  General  Washing-' 
ton  has  sent  a  reinforcement  of  men,  as  well  for  the  Fort  at  Rea 
Bank  as  for  the  Fleet. 

As  Mr.  Crispin,  the  Comminary.is  with  you  I  doubt  not  of  the 
fleet  receiving  a  regular  aupply  of  provisions— >with  respect  to  you 
and  the  Navy  board, 

I  remain 

Sir, 
Your  obedient  Servant. 

Dtrectedf 
To  Colonel  William  Bradford,  (copy.) 

Vol.  V.«-32 
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Council  to  State  Navy  Boabp,  1777. 

In  Gowicil,  LtnoMteTy  NoTember  6th,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  fonrth  iDstaDt  I  had  th^  pleaaure  to  receive  jonr  fkyonr  of 
the  80th  day  of  Octoher  which  I  laid  hefore  Council  who  are  perfectly 
conviDced  that  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Navy  Board  will  npon  erery 
occasion  render  all  possible  service  to  their  mueh  injaved  diatnoted 
Country.  The  late  success  of  the  American  arms  under  General 
Gates  as  well  as  the  glorious  defence  made  at  Red  bank,  and  by  our 
small  fleet  under  Commodore  Hazelwood,  has  put  our  affairs  on  a 
much  more  aCTecable  footing,  and  I  believe  will  cause  many  aa  un- 
happy thought  in  the  minds  of  those  traitors  who  have  basely 
deserted  their  country.  The  uneasiness  which  you  mention  wiU 
probably  arise  between  the  commodore  and  some  others,  I  hope  is, 
or  will  'soon  be  at  an  end,  if  all  differences  between  the  sea  aid 
land  officers;  does  not  subside,  and  harmony  and  good  will  take  place 
I  dread  the  consequences,  they  will  be  fatal  to  our  cause,  and  pa^ 
ticularly  to  this  State.  It  therefore  will  be  highly  commendable  in 
the  Gentlemen  of  your  Board  to  afford  their  good  offices  in  healing 
every  breach  and  preventing  animosity  and  rancour — As  Mr.  Crispin 
is  now  with  you,  I  make  no  doubt  the  fleet  will  be  regularly  and  well 
supplyed  with  provisions  I  have  wrote  him  on  the  subject  and  in 
answer  to  his  request  for  whiskey  for  the  use  of  the  fleet  aa  he  cannot 
procure  rum  I  have  told  him  that  council  will  endeavour  to  procnra 
some  and  send  forward  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Council  have  appointed  Mr.  William  C.  Bradford  pay  master 
to  the  fleet  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Webb  who  they  are  informed  renuun'i 
in  the  city — I  beg  my  best  compliments  to  the  Gentlemen  of  thft 
navy  board  and  with  great  respect  remain  tbeits  and  your 

Most  obedient 

and  Tery" 

•  hnn.  Servant 

THOMAS  WHAKTON,  jun'r  pres«. 

Directed, 

To  Joseph  Blewer,  Esq.,  Chairman  State  Navy  Board. 
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GouNcii.  TO  CojiMODOKB  Hazelwood,  1777. 

In  Conncily  LanoaBter,  Noyember  6tb,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  duly  received  your  letter  dated  tjie  twenty  ninth  day  of  Octobei** 
which  I  laid  before  council,  who  entertain  the  highest  sense  of  th^* 
conduct  and  bravery  of  both  officers  and  men  of  your  fleet ;  and  hat^" 
no  doubt  that  the  same  laudable  Spirit  and  resolution  will  influence' 
their  conduct  upon  future  occasions.  The  enemy  I  am  convinced  by 
this  time  find  themselves  greatly  mistaken,  and  that  the  task  of  en-' 
slaving  America  is  much  more  difficult  than  they  aflected  to  believe. 
The  conduct  of  some  of  your  officers  and  men  in  deserting  you,  in  a ' 
time  of  danger  is  infamous  indeed,  but  I  hope  that  practice  is  now' 
at  an  end,  and  that  those  who  remain  are  actuated  by  a  more  noble; 
principle.  I  should  instantly  npon  the  receipt  of  your  letter  have 
written  to  his  Excellency  General  Washington  on  the  subject  e# 
Supplying  your  fleet  with  men,  but  am  well  informed  thai  a  con- 
siderable reinforcement  was  on  their  march  and  would  probably  arrive 
at  Red  bank  on  Sunday  last,  the  importance  of  defending  the  river 
and  preventing  the  enemy's  Fleet  passing  the  Chevaux  De  Frize,  is 
80  obvious  to  his  Excellency,  that  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  he 
oomply'd  with  your  request  as  soon  as  it  was  in  his  power ;  I  wilL 
however  hint  it  to  him  in  my  next  letter.  I  am  pleased  tJae  com- 
missary is  with  you,  that  the  fleet  may  receive  regular  and  proper 
Supply 8.  In  his  letter  to  coqncil  he  requests  they  would  send  a 
quantity  of  whiskey  as  he  found  a  difficulty  in  procuring  that  or  rum| 
this  shall  be  oomplyed  with  as  soon  as  it  can  be  procured. 

Council  have  appointed  Mr.  William  C.  Bradford  pay-master  to 
the  fleet  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Webb  who  I  am  informed  remained  in 
the  City  of  PhiladelphU. 

I  am  with  my  best  compliments 

to  yourself  and  offieen 

Sir, 

Tour  very  humble  Servant 

Directed, 
To  Commodore  Haselwood.      -  » 

*  8et  page  721.  [ 
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CoCNCUi  TO  COLOHKL  BOTD,   1777. 

Lancaster,  November  6, 1777. 

Sir, 

Goanoil  is  very  dosiroos  that  eyerj  possible  effort  be  made  to  re- 
cover  the  fioea  k  sabstitute  monej,  as  the  vast  sums  of  the  pablick 
monej  which  has  been  paid  out  of  the  treasury  for  the  purpose  (tf 
bireing  of  substitutes,  remaining  uncollected  so  long,  is  not  only 
running  a  risk  of  losing  considerable  sums,  but  is  extremely  inoon- 
venient  in  many  other  respects,  and  it  keeps  the  treasury  so  nearly 
exhausted  as  to  be  very  mischievous  in  its  consequences.  To  remo?e 
the  difficulties  which  have  been  complained  of,  as  preventing  the 
<fu>eedy  execution  of  this  business,  the  Council  of  Safety  has  passed 
the  enclosed  Ordinance,  which  will  enable  you  to  do  something  effioc- 
toal  in  the  case.  It  may  b^  proper  for  you  to  forward  one  to  the 
Lieutenants  &  to  each  of  the  sub  Lieutenants^  lest  they  may  not 
have  received  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  great  respect, 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

T.  M. 
Dtredecf, 

To  Col»  Boyd. 


Council  to  William  Crispin,  1777. 

In  Council,  Lancaster,  November  6th,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  received  your  letter  dated  the  twenty*sixth  day  of  October,  which 
I  laid  before  Council,  they  are  pleased  that  the  fleet  have  now  a 
sujB^ient  and  regular  supply  of  provisions,  which  they  had  some 
resson  to  believe  was  not  the  case  for  some  time  past. 

William  Buchanan,  Esq',  Commissary  General  of  purchases,  haa 
or  will  fix  the  prices  of  beef,  pork  and  whiskey  for  thejarmy ;  $iid 
will  give  directions  to  all  the  deputy  commissaries  not  to  exceed  those 
prices,  he  requests  that  thoae  who  buy  for  this  state  may  conform 
thereto,  and  this  council  desires  you  will  attend  to  it  as  well  as  to 
such  prices  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  Quarter  Master  General, 
for  wheat  or  flour.  Letters  have  passed  between  those  Gentlemen 
and  Council  on  this  subject  and  their  opinion  as  to  prices  are  nearly 
the  same.  The  following  is  what  Council  think  should  not  be  ez- 
exceeded;  viz.,  Wheat  8s.  6d.  ^  bushell,  Rye  8s.  6d.,  Indian  Com 
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68.  6d.,  Beef  10  dollars  ^  htmclred,  mnking  wbat  is  ealled  tlie  fifth 
qnarter,  which  will  redace  it  to  eight  dollars ;  pork  seyen  dollara, 
whiskey  88.  6d.,  full  proof,  beat  firet  crop  of  haj  £7.  lOs.  ^  Ton, 
-aeeond  crop  £6.  Mr.  Buchanan  is  of  opinion  that  7b.  6d.  ^  Gallon 
is  enough  for  Whiskey  and  six  dollars  for  pork,  whether  our  reamna 
will  induce  him  to  allow  the  prices  we  have  fixed,  I  don't  know,  but 
it  will  at  any  rate  be  very  soon  determined. 

It  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  salt  both  beef  and  pork  for  the 
use  of  the  navy,  especially  as  there  is  salt  at  the  salt  works  belonging 
to  this  state*  Mr.  Bordon  will  be  a  very  suitable  person  to  have  it 
put  up,  and  to  whom  Council  will  write  on  the  subject.  Cur  Treasury 
IS  almost  exhausted,  so  that  for  the  present  it  is  out  of  my  power  to 
send  you  the  whole  sum  you  require.  If  a  good'  opportunity  offers, 
in  a  day  or  two,  shall  send  you  two  or  three  thousand  pounds,  and 
a  further  sum  as  soon  as  the  chest  is  replenished.  Council  purposes 
to  send  a  careful,  prudent  person  to  the  salt  works,  to  send  forward 
to  this  state  what  salt  is  already  made,  to  be  distributed  thro'  the  same; 
and  therefore  I  hope  and  expect  that  Mr.  Savage  has  a  considerable 
quantity  made,  and  will  exert  himself  all  in  his  power  to  serve  the 
publick,  who  expect  great  matters  from  the  large  sum  of  money  al- 
ready expended.  Your  supplying  him  with  three  hundred  pounds  was 
well.  I  shall  attend  to  your  request  for  whiskey,  and  it  is  probable 
that  some  may  be  procured  here,  if  it  can,  I  will  send  you  down  a 
few  hogsheads. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  servant* 

Directed^ 

To  William  Crispin,  Esq*. 


John  Morris,  Juk.,  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Lancaster,  Nov.  Gth,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  late  Assembly  of  this  State,  in  December  last,  directed  Mr. 
Parr,  the  late  Master  of  the  Rolls  for  the  state  &  Recorder  of  Deeds 
for  the  City  &  County  of  Philadelphia,  to  remove  the  Records  in  his 
Possession  to  this  Borough.  Here  they  have  remained  ever  since  in 
a  lower  Room  in  the  House  of  Geo.  Ross,  Esq*".  But  Mr.  Ross  has 
long  ainoe  Informed  me  that  it  is  extremely  inoonvenient  for  them  to 
remain  there  any  longer  &  has  much  Importuned  me  to  remove  them 
to  some  other  place.  I  have  accordingly  searched  diligently  &  have 
jiow  an  opportunity  of  hiring  two  Rooms  on  an  upper  Floor  in  the 
fiouse  of  Mr.  Lyon,  Tallow  Chandler,  near  the  Market  House.    But 
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eonsidering  the  very  great  Imperteiioe  of  Uieee  Reoorda,  with  nfpeok 
to  the  pablio,  as  perhaps  nine  tenths  of  the  good  peo^^e  of  thia  state 
are  lotefested  in  their  preservation,  I  mnst  leqnest  the  favour  of 
joor  Excellency's  &  the  Councirs  advice  with  respect  to  the  pio- 
yriety  of  the  proposed  place  of  Kemoval. 

I  liave  the  Honor  to  be  yoor 

Ezcellenc/s  most  obed*  & 

Most  hble  Servant| 

JOHN  HORBIS,  Jan. 
Direeiedf 
To  His  Exoellenqy;  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  Laneaater. 


Jambs  Sutter  to  President  Wharton,  1777. 

Penntyl*  State  Salt  works  New  Jersey, 
November,  y«  6**  1777. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  of  addressing  myself  to  you  in  regard  of  the 
Detatchment  of  soldieiv  belonging  to  Col.  Stewarts  Keffiment :  and 
under  my  command,  at  the  Pensjlvania  salt  works.  The  soldiers 
belonged  to  Col.  Attlees  Reig^,  and  are  still  Prisoners,  they  look 
upon  themselves  to  be  free  from  the  service  of  the  state,  which  thej 
first  InHsted  in  and  likewise  from  Col.  Stewarts  Reig^  the  first  daj 
of  January  ensuing,  which  was  agreeable  to  their  Inlistment  for 
two  years,  and  at  that  day,  they  are  all  determined  to  march  in  a 
body,  to  Head  quarters  to  get  their  discharge,  which  then  will  leave 
the  works,  unguarded,  unless  yon  Honor  thinks  meet  to  have 
another  Detatchment  agreeable  to  the  Act  passed  by  the  Honorable 
the  assemble  of  this  state,  exempting  a  number  of  men  for  the  use, 
and  as  guards,  for  the  works  of  which  your  Honor  will  be  pleased  to 
take  under  considerations,  as  likewise  the  arms  &  amunition  that  I 
have  down  here,  whether  I  shall  detain  them,  or  let  the  men  march 
with  them,  your  Honor  will  be  pleased  to  inform  me  in  regard  of 
the  same. 

I  am,  Sir, 

your  Honors 

most  Humble  Serv*, 

JAMBS  SUTTEE. 

N.  B.  The  moat  of  the  army^and  all  the  amunition,  bekMa^  to 
the  State. 

Dirededf 

To  The  Hon"*  Tfao.  Wharton  Jr.,  Pmident  of  the  Hoft»>«  Coui- 
«U  of  tho  Bute  of  PoBsylvania. 
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Board  of  War  to  Prbsident  Wharton,  1777. 

War  Office,  Nor  7, 1777. 
Sir, 

In  coDsequonce  of  a  Refereace  from  CongresB  &  ia  obedience  io 
iheir  Resolution  of  the  18th  of  Ootoberi  Uli'o  I  hare  it  in  direotioQ 
Xo  inform  you  that  the  Board  have  taken  into  their  oonsideratioa 
your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  3d  Inst  in  whioh  you  mention  that 
a  list  of  the  OlothiQf  wanted  in  the  Continental  Army  has  been 
laid  before  the  Councu. 

It  is  with  Pleasure  the  Board  hear  that  Commissaries  have  been 
appointed  by  the  Council  in  the  several  Counties  of  your  State  for 
^e  purpose  of  oollecting  BUnkettSi  Shoes  &  Stoekines  for  the  use  of 
the  Army,  tbo'  it  is  to  be  wi^'d  their  Commisioaliad  been  more 
extensive  than  what  you  mention  it  to  be. 

It  was  not  the  opinion  either  of  Congress  or  the  board  that  the 
Collection  of  these  Articles  should  be  confined  merely  to  iuch  of  the 
disaffected  "  as  could  possibly  spare  them*'  Th^  Wants  of  the  Army 
are  so  great|  and  the  Importannce  of  their  being  enabled  by  season- 
able Supplies  of  Blanketts'  to  keep  the  Field  so  evident  that  the 
Board  fondly  hoped  the  well  affected  of  all  classes  wonld  have 
cAeer/u/Zy  contributed  such  Articles  "  at  they  could  have  possibly 
spared'*  &  that  the  Powers  of  (Government  would  have  compelled 
the  disafiected  to  furnish  the  necessaries  wanted,  as  thoy  are 
essential  to  the  Existence  of  the  Army,  without  paying  a  more 
scrupulous  Attention  to  their  Comforts  than  these  infatuated 
Wretches  have  Shewn  to  the  Lives  and  Liberties  of  the  Loyal 
Citizens  of  these  States.  It  is  the  Sentiment  of  the  Board  that 
these  Persons,  whom  continued  Lenity  has  not  been  able  to 
reclaim^  and  many  of  them  have  comfortable  Houses  &  Fires 
to  make  up  for  the '  Deficiency  of  Articles  taken  from  them. 
Should  be  left  bare  of  Shoes  and  Blankets,  rather  than  that  the 


Continental  Army,  which  is  the  grand  Bulwark  of  the  Liberties  of 

kffsged  in  the  Defence  of 
this  State,  Should  sink  under  the  Rigours  and  Indomency  of  a  Win- 


an  extensive  Continent,  and  aow  actually  engaged  in  the  Defence  oi 


ter  Campaign,  for  the  want  of  Articles  which  are  in  the  Possession 
of  persons  who  triumph  in  their  Misery^  &  the  public  Calamities. 

The  Board  are  sensible  that  your  Exoelleney  &  the  Honorable 
Council  will  approve  of  the  Candor  with  which  they  deliver  their 
Sentiments  on  this  interesting  subject  when  they  assure  you  that 
these  sentiments  are  founded  not  only  upon  the  Duty  they  owe  to 
the  welfare  of  the  United  States,  but  on  the  anxious  zeal  they  possess 
for  the  Recovery  of  your  Metropolis  before  the  Enemy  are  able  to 
render  themselves  Masters  of  the  Water  Defences  &  to  secure  them- 
selves so  strongly  as  to  render  their  Expulsion  extremely  difficulty 
if  not  inpraotioable  during  the  Winter  &  this  great  End  cannot  be 
effected  uiould  the  Army  thro'  the  want  of  Necessaries  be  reduced  to 
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tho  naoessitj  of  retireing  early  into  Winiar  QoarteiB.  Oenenl 
WoshiDgtoQ  in  a  very  late  Letter  to  CoDgress  has  expressed  bk 
strong  apprehensions  on  this  head  &,  the  Board  are  therefore  coa- 
strained  agun  to  repeat  their  wannest  Sollicitations  that  joar  £&> 
cellencj  &  the  honorable  Council  will  be  pleased  to  order  the  Colleo- 
tions  of  Shoes  &  Blanketts  as  eztensiye  &  expeditions  as  possible. 

Before  the  Conolurion  of  this  Letter  the  Board  beg  Leare  to 
inform  yonr  Excellency  ft  the  Honorable  the  Council  that  the 
Desertions  from  the  Continental  Army  haye  of  late  been  con- 
siderable ft  Chat  there  is  too  much  Reason  to  think  that  many  of 
them  are  harboured  by  the  dissaffected  &  interested  in  your  State, 
The  Board  hare  therefore  to  request  that  the  Hon^^  Council  wiU  be 
pleased  to  adopt  such  Regalations  with  respect  to  the  securing  ft 
forwarding  to  the  Army  all  Deserters  therefrom  as  they  shall  d^m 
most  efieotual  for  the  Purpose. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  Respect 

jour  very  obed* 

humble  Serv*, 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Secy. 
Directed, 

On  public  Service, 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton  Jn,  Esq^  President  of  the 
Council  of  Pennsilvania^  Lancaster. 


Council  to  Gbh.  Pottbr,  1777. 

Lancaster,  7th  November,  1777. 

Sir, 

.  Council  find  a  difficulty  of  paying  the  Militia  of  NorthumberFd 
for  want  of  a  pay-master.  On  consulting  some  Gentlemen  of  the 
(bounty,  it  is  thought  best  to  refer  to  you  for  a  nomination,  some  of 
the  classes  now  out  are  on  the  frontier,  others  with  you. 

Co).  Clarke  will  explain  to  you  how  pleasing  accounts  are  from 
Cumberland,  as  to  the  Militia  From  York,  the  Lieu*  wrote  us  some 
weeks  since  that  he  had  broken  the  knot^  w*^  opposed  his  exertions. 
Col.  Hunter  writes  that  he  will  get  the  men  but  can  expect  to  send 
down  few  arms.  Some  musquets  will  be  furnished  as  they  paOi 
but  far  from  enough.  It  is  reasonable  to  think  there  must  be  many 
arms  at  Camp  at  this  time.  To  secure  these  would  be  an  useful  pre* 
caution.  Here  the  most  strenuous  endeavors  are  using.  Two  or  three 
Convictions  of  Constables  yesterday  for  refusing  to  give  in  lists,  wiU 
have  their  use.  One  is  fined  £45,  the  others,  £30  each.  Berks  we 
dare  say  will  not  be  behind.  Colonel  Morgan  has  been  sncoessful 
heretofore.    Bucks,  &  the  two  other  old  Counties^  are  less  andet* 


PENNSYLVANIA.  AB0HITE8  1777.  7SS 

notice  here.  Bat  there  is  good  reason  to  think  a  very  oonsiderahle 
number  will  be  in  motion  in  8  or  10  days.  The  rout  of  the  Militia, 
who  take  Lancaster  in  their  way  should  be  settled  in  time,  some  direo- 
tioo  on  this  point  is  desirable.  Y'  Letter  written  about  the  27th 
of  Oct^,  without  date,  came  to  hand,  &  deserves  thanks.  Be  so  good 
as  to  give  a  line  or  two  when  leisure  permits.  We  have  reason  to 
expect  there  are  near  five  hundred  of  the  Militia  of  Nortibamptoa 
BOW  in  the  Camp,  two  other  classes  are  ordered. 

I  am, 
Sir, 
y  very  obed*  Serv*, 
Oen»  Potter.  • 


Council  to  Messrs  John  Harris  &  Robert  Elder, 

Pextano,  1777. 

Lanc'r,  8th  Nov,  1777 
Gent 

Council  have  seen  a  letter  dated  the  19  th  Sept,  last  from  Ur^ 
Harris  to  Wm.  Henry,  Esquire,  by  w'^  it  appears  you  have  stopped 
i  quantity  of  salt,  as  in  improper  hands,  your  attention  &  seal  for 
the  public  Interest  is  very  laudable  at  a  time  when  too  many  shocked 
&  enfeebled  by  the  local  circumstances  of  this  State,  &  its  Capital, 
overlook  the  decisive  strokes  given  the  enemy  elsewhere,  are  dis- 
concerted.   But  it  will  perhaps  be  proper,  that  you  should  consider 
matters  in  a  larger  view  than  you  appear  to  have  done^  you  must  see 
that  the  disaffected  are  numerous,  &  men  disposed  to  act  in  the  direct 
service  much  taken  up,  and  not'to  be  spared  for  other  purposes.     The 
Tories  may  be  made  serviceable  in  many  respects,  &  to  a  very  great 
degree.     Interest  will  dispose  them  to  plow  &  raise  corn ;  to  fatten 
Cattle  &  other  beasts;  to  make  leather;  &  so  on,  others  among  them 
induced  by  gain,  have  set  up  Salt  works ;  Ventured  their  substance 
at  Sea,  &  in  jarious  other  modes  indirectly  &  undesignedly  promoted 
our  affairs.     If  then  they  carry  on  any  business,  that  may  be  event- 
ually advantageous,  in  Qods  name,  let  them  go  on.     The  country  it 
appears  are  very  slow  in  finding  the  way  to  numerous  Salt  works  on 
the  sea  side.     Should  we  stop  the  disaffected  among  others  from 
^oing,  salt  will  cease  coming,  &  the  Country  suffer  beyond  what  it 
has  already  done,  on  the  other  hand,  a  free  Trade  &  the  great  profits 
made  by  the  manufacturers  &,  dealers  in  salt,  which  is  likely  in  a 
short  time  to  be  produced  in  vast  quantities,  will  gradually  but  oer- 
tftinly  lower  the  prices.    The  Regulations  heretofore  made  concerning 
the  pripe  of  salt^  have  certainly  inoreased  the  scarcity ;  for  this  article 

82* 
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l^in^  not  of  oor  own  produoey  the  regalatidni  oonid  opertle  oblj  n 
what  wta  ftctoally  within  the  state. 

Torieii  it  is  tnie  do  not  merit  the  pririleges  of  Oitiwnf ;  hat  good 
policy  does  not  perhaps  call  txa  further,  than  the  length  of  the  Aet  of 
AasemUTy  whion  only  inoapaeitates  from  buying  t  selling  lands,  vol 
goods.  It  is  but  to  stick  by  the  words  of  Laws,  &  not  give  ground 
&>r  imputations  of  Tyranny.  These  people  doabtlen  aeiije  mnj 
numerit^  advantages  from  their  baseness,  but  let  ns  take  all  tlM 
good  we  can  out  of  them.  They  may  be  partial  as  dealers,  yet  their 
attection  to  their  own  lucre,  Supplies  the  Coui^try,  &  in  this  article  of 
salt,  it  ia  plain  they  will  in  the  end  do  good. 

Gooncil  therefora  hope,  that  you.  Gentlemen  upon  further  coo- . 
sideration,  will  think  it  best  to  let  the  salt  pass  into  the  Country,  as 
the  possessors  shall  see  best.  They  can  have  no  temptation  to  cany 
it  to  the  Enemy.  Thb  parcell  will  supply  a  number  of  the  settlen 
Induced  by  profit  &  Secure  of  finishing  their  schemes  under  the  public 
protection,  these  dealers  will  introduce  larger  Quantities,  &  forward 
the  point  aimed  at;  the  relief  of  the  Country.  Indnced  by  profit, 
these  dealers  will  send  for  a  further  Quantity.  Gould  the  farmers  be 
persuaded  to  send  agents  to  the  seashore  to  secure  salt,  &  thendrire 
down  their  waggons  to  the  Jersey  &  Delaware  shores,  as  some  hate 
done,  they  might  obtain  it,  at  comparatively  moderate  rates,  &  dii- 
appoint  these  unconscionable  Huxters,  thus  they  would  presently 
lower  the  price  of  this  necessary  artiole  &  relieve  the  Ooontiy  beyosd 
any  other  practicable  method. 

Should  any  persons  within  this  State  hay  up  salt  or  othtf  food4 
within  this  State,  they  will  fall  within  the  ordinance  just  made  a^tinit 
jSogrossing.  By  this  they  may  be  regularly  corrected  &  punished. 
Like  practices  in  Maryland  or  elsewhere  without  our  state  our  Lawi 
can  not  well  reach  to. 

Could,  Aa^ 

T.M. 

Directedy 
To  John  Harris,  &  Rob*  Elder. 


E.  Gerry  to  Prbsibbkt  Whartok,  1777. 

York,  in  Pennsylvania,  Nov  8, 1777. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  following  books  are  much  wanted  by  some  QenUemen  of 
Congress,  &  are  not  to  be  procured  in  this  place ;  if  they  are  to  ba 
found  in  y*  Pennsylvania  Library,  which  we  are  informed  is  i^moved 
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by  order  of  your  Excellency  to  LaDoaster,  I  shall  be  much  obliged 
to  yoa  for  y*  loao  thereof  beiog, 

With  respect 

your  Ezcellenoeys 

very  hum.  Serv* 

B.  GBBST. 

'   Yatteirs  Law  of  Nations,  Grotiaa,  Paffendorf. 

Directed, 

Hia  EiweUeocy  Thomaa  WhartoOi  Esq.,  Laooiyiter. 


6 BBT.  jAMfS  Potter  to  PtfiasiDBNT  Whahtok,  1777. 

Head  Qoarten  at  Mr.  Qair^ta^  Not  8tb>  1777. 
Sir, 

This  moment  your  favour  to  Colonels  Oheney  and  Grmtntf  was 
handed  me  wherein  you  have  directed  them  to  take  my  advice  with 
respect  to  the  immediate  raising  of  three  or  four  Troops  of  Light 
Hotse.  Ii^  the  first  place  I  wood  beg  leave  to  observe  to  the  Presi« 
dent  and  Council  that  if  the  most  expeditious  measures  were  pursued 
those  Troops  cou'd  not  be  raised  and  equipped  fit  for  service  befbn^  ^ 
the  expiration  of  this  campaign,  and  consequently  eou'd  ftot  be  of 
that  service  for  which  they  were  intended,  at  present  I  have  Volun- 
teers who  are  acquainted  with  the  Country  &  answer  every  purpoe^ 
of  Dragoons.  If  it  should  be  necessary  His  Excellency  Qen^  Wash- 
ington will  fsend  me  any  number  I  may  have  occasion  for — Should 
we  end  the  Campaign  gloriously  ^twill  save  us  an  expense  if  not,  they 
may  be  raised  in  the  Spring,  in  time  to  be  of  service,  these  are  my 
reasons  for  discouraging  the  raiaing  those  Troops  which  I  sabmit  to 
you  and  Council  for  consideration. 

And  am 

respectfully 

Your  most  obed^ 

JAS-POTTEB.    • 

Directed. 
On  public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton^  jun%  Esq.,  Preaident  of  the. 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
^  Express. 
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Board  op  War  to  Prbsidbht  ' Whartoxt,  1777,. 

War  Office,  Nov  8th,  1777, 
Sir, 

I  ta  direeted  to  inform  yon  that  the  Board  have  taken  into  their 
consideration  your  Letter  relatiye  to  the  abases  alledged  to  be  com- 
mitted in  the  Qnarter  Master  General's  Department,  &  particnlirly 
the  charges  made  agunst  Col.  Hooper  &  Col.  Biddle  &  they  are  of 
opinion  that  all  immediate  enqniry  should  be  made  into  matters 
wherein  the  public  Interest  is  so  materially  concerned.  I  am  to  re- 
quest your  Excellency  will  please  to  favour  the  Board  with  the 
Evidence  on  which  these  charges  are  founded  &  especially  the  Tes- 
timo^iy  against  Col.  Hooper,  whigh  they  wish  to  have  at  an  early 
Day  aa  he,  in  consequence  of  the  Charee  against  him  being  truu- 
mitted  to  General  MifSin,  has  attended  the  Board  &  called  upon  them 
for  an  Bnquiry  into  his  conduct.  The  Board  will  consider  what  it 
to  be  done  in  the  case  of  Col.  Duykinck.'*' 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  great  Respect 

your  very  obedH  Serr* 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Sec'y. 


On  Public  Service. 

His  Ezoellenoy  Thomas  Wharton,  jr.,  Esq.,  Plreaident  of  thi 
Chmnoil  of  Safety  of  Pennsilvania  Lancaster. 


Col.  Morqak  to  Presibbkt  Wharton,  1777. 

Reading,  Nov*  9th,  1777. 
Sir, 

I  Received  your  Excellency's  orders  of  the  24th  of  October,  and 
have  sent  orders  to  the  Different  Officers  in  the  County  to  call  oat 
the  Militia  of  the  5  &  6  Classes  of  the  Severa^l  Companies  to  Gone 
in  and  to  procure  all  the  Arms  Accoutrements  and  Blankets  ^t 
they  could  find  in  their  Several  Districts  the  men  have  pretty  gener- 
ally tum'd  out  and  come  to  Reading,  but  have  procured  but  very 
few  Arms  Accoutrements  or  Blankets,  and  are  unwilling  to  go  to 
Camp  without  them.  I  expect  we  shall  arm  and  Acoouter  2  or  3 
Companies  to  morrow  and  send  to  Camp  but  what  we  shall  do  for 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XI,  p.  866. 
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arms  for  the  rest  of  the  companies  that  are  here  and  are  comeiDg  in 
I  know  not.  Thete  are  now  in  oamp  2  Glasses  which  have  taken  up 
the  greatest  part  of  oar  arms,  &o.,  we  had  in  store.  The  Bearer 
Col.  Valentine  Eokert  will  inform  jour  Exoellenoj  more  particularly 
how  our  affiurs  stand.     Please  to  send  your  commands  by  him. 

lam 

your  Excellency's 

most  Humble  Serv* 

JACOB  MORGAN,  L.  B.  C. 

Directed^  • 

To  his  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  jun'r  President. 


Dan'l  Robbrdbau  to  Council,  1777. 

York  Town,  Nov'  10th  1777. 
Sir, 

A  Committee  of  Congress  have  occasion  of  the  under  mentioned 
Law  Books,  which  one  of  them  sais  were  in  the  Library  belonging  to 
the  State  in  Philada.,  therefore  I  am  desired  to  apply  to  you  for  the 
immediate  Loan  of  them,  and  that  they  may  be  sent  by  express,  if 
a  good  opportunity  docs  not  very  soon  offer.  If  the  books  of  the 
State  were  not  brought  to  Lancaster  you  are  requested  to  borrow  these 
books  of  some  Gentlemen  there  and  forward  them. 

lam 

very  respectfully 

Sir, 

y  most  ob*  hum'  Servt 

DANIEL  ROBEKDEAU.* 

Yattell,  Puffendorf,  Grotius. 

Directed, 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Common- 
wealth" of  Pennsilvania  Lancaster. 

Favoured  by     ) 
Mr.  Adams,  j 

,^  See  a  letter  of  similar  import  on  p.  764« 
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CouNon.  TO  Gbo.  Eosa,  D,  Q.  M.,  1777. 

a 

Laaoaitori  Nav'  lOtb,  1777. 
Sir, 

The  Council  desire'  that  yoa  will  immediatcl jr  provide  qntrters  for 
the  Militia  of  this  State  now  in  this  Borougk,  as  they  conceive  it  is 
your  duty  to  do ;  but  if  you  have  any  orders  which  forbid  your  oom- 
pliauce  herewith,  the  Coancil  request  you  to  inform  them  of  sach 
orders — No  delay  ought  to  be  made  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  while  the 
people  ai%  exposed  to  the  unclemenoy  of  the  weather. 

I  am  with 

great  respect 

you*  very 

humble  servant 

T.  MAXLACK,  Scc'y. 

Directed, 
To  George  Ross,  D.  Q.  M. 


John  Habbis  to  Councij;,  1777. 

PaxtQQ>  Novem'  lOtb,  1777. 
Sir, 

Yours  I  Bec'd,  dated  the  8tb  Inst,  &  observe  the  Contents,  the 
salt  you  mention  is  long  since  gone  to  N'thumberl'  Wtj,  1  admire 
that  Fry  a  known  Enemy  to  our  cause  (by  his  past  conduct)  shoud 
presume  to  make  himself  or  his  connections  so  busy  in  Reporting 
that  I  seized  a  large  Q'ty  of  salt  &  Detained  it  &c.,  I  now  inform  you 
that  OoL  Jas.  Buras  Son  a  prisoner  &  Major  Taken  at  Long  Isleand 
in  our  service  told  me  that  he  had  heard  6«orge  Fry  ft  Sam'l  Wal- 
lace had  a  large  Q'ty  of  Salt  in  partnership  Taken  at  or  near  the  head 
of  Elk  by  the  Enemv,  I  told  him  I  did  not  believe  it  unleaa  it  was  a 
maneuvre  of  theirs  aesigning  it  miabt  fall  into  tbeir  hands  aa  a*  Fry. 
&  Wallace  were  (suspected  Tories;  s'  Wallace  did  also  inform  me 
that  he  had  some  time  agoe  purchased  400  bushels  of  sail  at  or  near 
the  head  of  Elk  &  that  Mathias  Hough  of  Lancas'  had  Bo*  an  eqoal 
Q'ty  ab«  same  time  at  £5.  0«.  0^  ^  Bushel,  Waikoe  s^  his  salt  was 
to  come  to  Middletown  in  order  for  transportation  up  the  Susque- 
hanna, &c.,  and  that  ho  wou'd  let  his  neighbours  have  it  at  ab*  the 
prime  cost,  I  much  commended  hira  for  his  public  spirit,  &c.,  but 
Sir,  George  Fry  did  sell  some  of  the  a^  Wallaces  salt  its  supposed  at 
Middletown  at  the  modest  sum  of  Ten  Pounds  '^  Bushel,  14  or  £15 
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^  Basbel  is  p*  at  Lancas'  fbr  salt  latterly  its  0*,  &  if  Mr.  Elder  had 
not  Yisifted  the  Middletown  etoree  to  see  the  Qtj  of  salt,  there  I  believe- 
little  or  none  won'd  ^ver  eooe  up  to  Nnhnmherland  Oo'ty  of  it  Mr. 
Elder  only  ordet'd  G-.  Fr^s  Clark  to  tell  Fry  his  master  or  employer 
to  take  proper  oare  of  all  the  affors'  salt  Belonging  to  Wallaoe  k 
other  persons  up  the  Riyer  ft  not  to  sell  it  bat  to  let  the  proper  owners-' 
have  it,  informing  him  when  it  went  away,  fto.  The  selling  salt  at' 
10  or  15£  0«.  0^.,  ^  Bushel  mostly  by  Tories,  fte.,  is  not  looked  on' 
as  taking  advantage  of  the  times  but  a  Reasonable  profit,  salt  QMiiy. 
years  sold  here  at  &  abt  5<.  0^.  *^  Bnshel  the  owners  p*  something 
for  it  besides  the  carry  age,  &o.,  the  men  that  has  made  most  by  the  pre- 
sent Distreaa'd  people  are  in  my  opinion  Enemys  to  this  State  in 
General.  I  am  oblideed  to  you  for  y  letter  ft  hopes  to  aot  the  part 
of  a  good  subject  to  this  State,  let  the  Consequence  be  what  it  xmj% 
I  acquisoe  with  yon  that  good  use  of  the  Tories  may  be  miMle  in  many 
respects  but  I  think  many  of  them  will  esoape  the  halter  that  deserves 
it  by  their  actions,  I  have  lately  Taken  up  many  of  them,  has  some 
now  in  custody,  they  had  better  let  myself  ft  character  alone,  as  I 
have  Reign'd  ft  Ruled  over  them  for  the  time  past,  ft  will  whilst  I 
can, 

I  remain  Sir 

with  the  greatest 

Respects  your  most 

Obed^  Humble  Servant 

JOHN  HARRIS. 

P.  S.  X  dont  want  GoUol  'Bards  Sons  name  mentioned  aa  it  was 
i^ooideotil  conversation  between  ua,  but  as  tho  seizure  of  the  Middle^ 
town  suit  haA  i^a(}e  so  i^uch  noise  I  ohuse  to  give  you  a  little  acco^ 
of  it,  fVy  ran  away  like  a  guilty  wretch  when  myself  Coll.  Elder  ft 
Joshua  Elder,  Esq.,  ft  others  arrived  in  town  Imagbing  wee  wanted 
V>  tiait  himselfi  &c»  i 

Sir  j^  fto. 

J.  H. 


Robert  Morris  to  Council  op  Safety,  1777. 

Lancaster,  November  11th,  1777. 
Gent% 

It  is  now  three  years  since  I  have  devoted  nearly  the  whole  of  my 
time  to  the  publick  service,  and  have  almost  entirely  neglected  my 
own  affairs,  which  being  very  extensive  at  that  period  have  conse- 
quently run  into  a  good  deal  of  confusion  and  as  the  circumstances  of 
my  Partner  are  so  very  different  from  my  own  I  have  concluded  to 
put  an  end  to  the  Copartnership  ft  wind  up  the  business  of  tlio 
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House,  yon  mnst  be  senuble  thiB  will  require  the  command  of  a  good 
deal  of  time  and  1  am  therefore  under  a  necessity  of  reqnesting  jour 
leare  of  absence  mb  a  Delegate  in  Congress  for  this  State  for  Six 
Months,  but  at  all  times  I  shall  most  cheerfully  give  snoh  attendance 
as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  any  of  the  Public  business  heretofore 
under  my  care  from  sirring  and  indeed  I  propose  to  adjust  some 
of  the  Publick  accounts  that  cannot  be  done  whilst  my  attention  is 
engaged  in  the  House.  I  have  the  honour  to  remain  with  the  greilest 
leepeety 

Your  Honoursi 

Most  obed't  hble  Serv^.y 

BOBT.  MOKBIS. 

To  His  Excellency,  Thos.  Wharton,  Jun<^,  Esq'',  Vr^i^  &  the 
Honble  Council  of  Safety  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Council  of  Safety  to  Bobbej  Mobris,  1777. 

In  Council  of  Safety,  Nov.  11, 1777. 

I  have  lud  before  the  Council  of  Safety  your  Letter  of  this  Date, 
and  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  Couneil  an  fully 
sensible  of  the  Importance  of  your  Services  as  well  as  the  Justice  of 
your  present  Bequest 

I  am  therefore  ordered  to  acquaint  you  that  this  Commonwealth 
will  dispense  with  your  personal  attendance  in  Congreea  fiff  Six 
Months  ]  at  the  same  time  I  am  also  to  acquaint  you  that  as  often 
as  the  other  engagements  mentioned  in  your  application  will  admit 
&  the  Necessity  of  publick  affairs,  with  which  you  have  been  more 
immediately  connected  may  require,  you  will  give  your  attendance. 

I  am  Sir. 
Directed, 

To  the  Hon.  Robt.  Morris,  Esq. 
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Council  to  Colonel  J.  Morgan,  1777.    , 

In  Council,  Lanpaster,  Novembet  11, 1777. 
Sir, 

Treo'd  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  which  I  laid  before  Connoil, 
who  are  highly  pleased  to  find  that  your  Militia  turn  out  generally^ 
this  will  encourage  others,  and  I  hope  very  shortly  to  find  that  there 
is  a  sufficient  number  at  Camp  to  enable  his  Excels,  Gcnl.  Washing- 
'  ton,  toredaee  GenL  Howe  to  submit  to  the  same  or  worse  terms  than 
Genl.  Bargoyne  has.  I  am  perfectly  well  convinced  of  the  atten- 
tion which  you  and  the  sub  Lieutenants  have  paid  to  this  matter ; 
it  is  nevertheless  necessary  that  yon  should  not  abate  in  your  zeal,  but 
continue  your  utmost  exertions.  Arms  &  accoutrements  I  do  expect 
you  will  recive  at  Camp,  and  therefore  you  must  not  admit  any  delay 
of  the  Militia  on  that  account.  The  Want  of  blankets,  at  this  season 
especially,  is  very  distressing,  but  how  to  remedy  this  evil  imme- 
diately I  know  not.  The  Council  has  passed  an  ordinance'*'  empow- 
ering sundry  Commissions  to  collect  arms  &,  accoutrements,  shoes, 
stockings,  blankets,  &o.,  but  this  1  am  afraid  will  not  answer  your 
purpose,  and  am  at  a  loss  to  know  how  to  advise,  it  is  however  the 
lopinion  of  council  that  if  nothing  better  can  be  done  you  must  appoint 
some  prudent,  discreet,  oflicers  &  men,  in  different  parties,  and  send 
forward  to  collect  from  such  of  the  inhabitants  as  have  not  taken  the 
oath  of  allegiance  or  who  have  aided  or  assisted  the  enemy,  as  manj 
blankets  as  you  have  occasion  for,  giving  a  certificate  for  the  same 
directed  to  you,  or  to  one  of  the  sub  LieutP  who  are  to  pay  for  the 
Bame,  at  the  rate  allowed  in  the  enclosed  order.  The  officer  to  leave 
the  blanket  so  procured  with  Gen*  Armstrong,  or  the  Commanding 
officer  of  our  Militia,  takins  his  receipt  for  the  same ;  these  can  be 
made  use  of  by  the  succeeding  militia.  This  method  Council  would 
not  adopt  if  they  could  be  collected  in  a  more  eligible  way.  And  must 
recommend  to  you  to  appoint  none  but  such  on  whose  prudence,  so- 
briety &  good  conduct  you  can  enUrely  depend  on. 


T.  W 


Dtrectedf 
To  Col"  Morgan. 

*  See  Col.  Bcc.  VoL  XI,  p.  889. 
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Council  to^Commissionbrs  of  Lancaster  Co.,  1777. 

Lancaster,  Nov.  11,  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

The  great  importance  of  th^  enclosed  order  will  reqaire  the  imme- 
mediate  exertion  of  every  possible  means  to  execnte  it  in  the  moit 
extensive  manner  and  especialljr  in  proouring  blankets  t  shoes.  Thfl 
season  will  admit  of  no  aelaj. 

I  am  with  great  respect, 

/  Your  very  humble  servant, 

T.  MATLACK,  Secy. 
Direetecl, 

To  Commiss.  of  Lancaster,  Berks,  Camberland,  Northamptso, 
PhiUd.      .  •  f  r-i 


LiXUTENAKT  SaM.   HuNTBR  TO  PRESIDENT   WhARTON,  1777* 

Fort  Augusta,  11th  Nov,  1777. 
Sir, 

This  day  there  is  the  third  A;  fourth  Classes  of  three  Battalions  of 
this  County  Militia  marches  to  joins  the  army  under  his  Exeelienej 
General  Washington,  under  the  command  of  CoV  James  Murrayi 
the  two  Classes  of  CoP  Cookson  Long's  Battalion  I  haya  ordered  te 
do  duty  on  the  Frontiers,  as  the  first  Class  of  this  ooun^,  that  wss 
commanded  by  Col.  John  Kelly,  has  come  off  from  thenee,  after 
serving  there  two  months,  and  to  incourage  the  poor  seatered  lahahi- 
tants  to  Return  hack  to  their  habitations  again  induced  me  to  do  this, 
which  I  hope  will  be  aproved  of  by  Council. 

The  Militia  that  marches  now  is  badl v  of  for  Blankets  and  seversb 
goes  without  any  and  but  thinly  doathed  otherwise,  which  shows 
their  attachment  to  the  American  cause,  though  poor  yet  brave  and 
can  be  depended  uppon  for  their  integrity.  The  first  Class  that  did 
Duty  up  at  the  Bald  Eagle  lookes  to  me  for'their  pay,  as  now  their 
two  months  is  out  and  they  are  come  home  with  the  loss  of  two  men 
Droundcd  on  their  way  Down  the  River.  If  its  asreeable  to  you  to 
send  me  about  three  Thousand  Dollars  as  I  was  onliged  to  advance 
a  Good  sum  for  those  now  on  their  maroh. 

I  am  Sir,  your  most 

Obed*  Humb«  Serv«, 

SAM.  HUNTER. 

Directed, 

To  His  Excelenoy,  Thomas  Wharton,  President  of  the  Bxeeutivo 
Council,  Lancaster. 
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Thomas  Savadgb  to  Prbsidbnt  Wharton,  1777. 

PeDDBjlyania  Saltworks,  No?em'  11%  1777. 

Sir, 

Indoied  joa  have  a  Copj  of  ah  Aot  of  Assembly  ai  this  State 
of  New  Jersey,  for  ezempting  the  men  employed  here  from  duty  ia 
the  Militia  under  certain  restrictions;  the  coppy  Inclosed  is  not 
authenticated  by  the  Secretary,  but  have  ordered  M'  Daniel  Origgs, 
the  bearer  hereof,  to  oall  on  James  Mott,  Esq',  one  of  the  members 
of  Assembly,  for  one,  which  I  doubt  not  bat  he  will  furnish  yoa 
with. 

The  men  raised  under  this  Act,  in  my  Humble  Opinion,  must  be 
under  the  direction  of  the  manager  of  the  Works,  and  contracted 
with  in  a  peculiar  manner  for  that  purpose  as  the  will  be  wanted  at 
different  Occupations  to  compleat  and  carry  on  the  works,  therefore 
k  will  be  necessary  some  |)er8on  be  appointed  to  engage  and  enrole 
such  persons  as  are  necessary — which  at  present  ought  to  consist  of 
mx  Carpenters,  one  Smith,  one  Bricklayer,  one  Wheelright,  three 
Carters,  six  Wood  Cutters,  six  sober  Labouring  men  to  attend  the 
making  salt,  two  officers  under  the  manager  as  assistants,  as  the 
Works  must  go  niffht  and  day,  one  must  be  always  on  duty  that 
nothing  be  imbeiekd,  if  they  are  to  do  duty  as  gards  and  kee^ 
eentrys  out,  the  number  must  be  double  all  but  the  officers,  but  in 
my  Humble  Opinion  it  will  be  better  the  gards  consist  of  Soldiers 
ond  inlisted  for  that  purpose,  because  so  great  a  chanse  of  men  in 
the  Works  will  be  liable  to  such  inconTeniences  as  will  render  the 
Works  of  little  serrice  and  bring  the  person  who  carries  thep  on  in 
disgrace,  a  part  of  which  I  have  already  experienced  y  baring  several 
weeks  ago  some  pans  ready  to  begin  to  work,  the  first  man  I  en- 
tnisled  to  boil  them  damaged  them  so  much  that  I  have  not  been 
able  to  make  them  fitt  for  work  untill  to  day ;  and  now  hare  scarce 
a  man  I  can  depend  upon,  neither  can  I  hire  one  for  money  in 
this  part  of  the  State  that  can  be  depended  on ;  there  must  be  two 
Teams  Bought  &  sent  down  here  to  take  the  salt  away  and  directions 
where  to  send  it  to. 

I  have  agreed  with  James  Mott,  ESsq'  for  a  part  of  his  place  con- 
taining fourteen  hundred  acres  for  which  I  am  to  give  three  thousand 
five  hundred  pounds  in  continental  money,  there  being  a  mortgage 
on  the  place,  have  sent  M'  Daniel  Griggs  for  the  money  with  whom 
you  may  entrust  it  very  safely,  should  have  come  myself  but  the 
distance  is  so  great  that  it  would  take  me  too  long  &  as  every 
thing  must  stand  still  whilst  away  and  what  few  people  I  have 
would  be  gon. 

Oap^  Sutter's  people's  time  will  be  up  the  first  of  January  next, 
there  is  few  or  none  of  them  will  answer  me  being  mostly  Tery 
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ordinary  fellows  and  will  not  work  steady,  should  be  glad  to  knot 
whether  they  leave  their  arms  and  amonition  here  or  noL 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Honours  Most  Obedient 

Humble  servant, 

THOMAS  SAVADOB. 

PS.  Please  to  send  by  M'  Griggs  the  ntmes  of  the  perMBS  to 
whom  it  is  to  be'  conveyed  in  trost. 

Directed^ 

To  The  Honb^  Tho*  Wharton,  Jur.,  Pteeideufc  of  the  Hoat^ 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania. 


No.    1. 
Act  of  Nbw  Jbrset  to  Encourage  Makino  of  Salt,  1777. 

An  Act  to  Encourage  the  nnking  of  Salt  at  the  Pennsylvania  Salt 

Works  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

Whereas  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania have  in  behalf  of  the  said  State  Erected  a  set  of  Worki  for 
the  making  of  Salt  near  Toms  River  in  the  County  of  Monmoath  ia  ^ 
this  State,  by  the  Name  of  the  Pennsylvania  Salt  WorkS|  and  ba?» 
made  Application  to  the  Legislature  to  have  such  Men  as  they  shall 
Employ  at  the  said  Works  (not  being  Inhabitants  of  this  State) 
Exempted  from  the  Duties  Enjoined  by  the  several  Acts  of  this 
State  for  Regulating  the  Militia. 

Be  it  thereifore  Enacted  by  the  Council  and  General  Assembly  of 
this  State,  and  It  is  hereby  Enacted  by  the  Authority  of  the  fame 
that  it  Shall  and  May  be  Lawful  for  Thomas  Savage  the  Present 
Manager  of  the  said  Pennsylvania  Salt  Works,  and  for  the  Manager  of 
the  said  Works  for  the  time  being  to  Canse  to  be  enrolled  any 
number  of  men  that  may  be  necessary  to  be  Employed  in  and  aboot 
the  Said  works  and  to  Cause  a  Copy  or  Copies  of  such  Enrollment 
to  be  delivered  to  the  Captain  or  Captains  of  the  Militia  in  whose 
District  or  Districts  such  men  shall  bo  Employed  and  whenever  any 
of  the  men  so  enrolled  shall  Leave  the  said  Works  or  be  dis- 
missed by  the  said  Thomas  Savage,  or  the  Manager  of  the  Said 
Works  for  the  Time  Being,  Others  may  be  enrolled  as  aforesaid  to 
supply  Their  Places,  and  notice  thereof  given  to  the  Captain  or 
Captains  as  aforesaid,  t^rovided  always  that  the  men  so  Enrolled  be 
Inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  not  Subjects  to  the 
Militia  Laws  of  this  State  at  the  time  of  snoh  Enrollment  and  be 
bona  fide  Employed  in  and  About  the  Said  Salt  Works  and  that  (hey 
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be  snoh  only  as  shall  Volantarily  Consent  thereto;  and  Shall  Biga 
Such  EDrollment  under  the  Command  of  Sucji  Officers  as  shall  be 
Nominated  by  the  said  Ezecutiye  Council  of  Pennsylvania  and  Com- 
missioned by  the  Governor  of  this  State. 

4nd  be  it  further  Enacted  by  the  Anthority  Aforesaid  that  the 
Men  so  Enrolled  shall  be  furnished  and  Equipped  by  the  Said  Thomas 
Savage,  or  the  Manager  of  the  said  Salt  Works  for  the  time  Being, 
With  Arms  Ammunition  and  Accoutrements  according  to  the  direc- 
tions of  the  Act  entitled  an  act  for  the  better  regulating  the  Militia^ 
which  Arms  Ammunition  and  Acoontrements,  when  not  in  actual 
Service,  shall  be  lodged  in  a  Magazine  or  Magazines  to  be  Kept  at 
or  Near  the  said  Salt  Works,  under  the  Care  and  Direction  of  the 
Manager  of  the  Said  works  for  the  time  Being,  to  be  used  a"^  occasion 
May  Require ;  and  that  the  Men  so  Enrolled  shall  be  disciplined  in 
Arms  by  being  regularly  Mustered  and  exercised  under  the  Direction 
of  the  Officers  so  to  be  Appointed  and  Commissioned  as  afore  said 
at  least  as  frequently  as  by  the  ^aid  Act  for  better  regulating  the 
Militia  is  Required  and  Directed  for  the  Enrolled  Militia  of  this 
« State,  under  the  same  fines  and  forfeitures  for  Neglect  (and  to  bs 
recovered  and  applied  in  the  same  Manner)  as  such  men  would  have 
been  subject  to,  for  not  attending  Muster  according  to  the  Directions 
of  the  said  Recited  act,  if  This  act.  had  not  been  made,  but  shall  not 
be  called  away  from  the  Said  Works  on  Musters  or  Reveiws,  nor  be 
Called  into  actual  service  as  Militia  other  than  by  the  Direction  of 
the  Manager  of  the  said  Salt  Works  for  the  time  Being  or  the- 
Officers  so  as  aforesaid  to  be  appointed  and  Commissioned,  for  the 
immediate  Protection  and  Defence  of  the  said  Works,  or  on  an  inva- 
sion or  Alarm  in  the  Neighbourhood  thereof. 

Council  Chamber,  Oo^  7, 1777. 

This  Bill  having  been  three  times  read  in  Council,  Resolved  that 
the  same  Do  pass. 

By  order  of  the  House. 

JOHN  STEVENS,  V.  Pros*. 

House  of  Assembly,  Oc*  6, 1777. 

This  Bill  having  been  three  times  Read  in  the  House  of  Repr^* 
sentatives,  Resolved  that  the  same  Do  Pass. 

By  order  of  the  Hoase. 

JOHN  HART,  Speaker.    ;. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy.  ' 

JONA  DEARE, 

Clerk  of  the  Assembly,  State  of  New  Jersey. 
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LiBUT.  William  Coats  to  Prbs.  Whaktok,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  embrace  the  oppertunity  by  Cd^  Dewees  to  inform  you  that  I 
had  Honour  of  reeeifing  your  orders  of  the  23d  of  October,  or^^ 
ing  out  two  Glaaaes  mora  of  the  Militia,  which  by  order  waa  the  7* 
&  8<^  Claaaea ;  before  I  left  Lancaster  I  waited  on  your  Ezcriieiiejr 
to  know  if  you  had  any  orders  conseaming  the  Malitia,  and  if  yoi 
reooleet  you  ga?e  me,  a  kind  of  Discretionary  powers  to  aot  agreeaUB 
as  things  might  turn  up  in  Consequence  thereof  I  ioTited  the  Leinii 
of  Bucks  County  to  Confer  together  the  result  of  whidi  wss  to  osH 
out  the  three  remaining  Classes  and  to  hire  no  more  aubstatntes  tbca 
to  fix  the 'sum  on  Dilinquents  to  be  recorer'd.     One  of  our  ressom 
for  oaling  out  the  three  remaining  Classes  was  that  it  is  likely  bf 
the  time  there  time  would  expire  the  Camptin  would  probably  be 
at  an  end  and  we  was  Desireous  that  they  aU  should  be  on  a  futtio; 
as  we  are  in  hopes  an  alteration  in  ^e  l^lilitia  law  will  take  place  st 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Assembley  we  had  sent  our  orders  befoia 
we  received  your's,  and  was  happy  to  find  we  had  done  efery  thing' 
agreeable  to  the  Commands,  we  afterwards  reoeiy'd,  I  hate  jan 
returned  from  Smithfield  where  I  have  been  faithfully  emplof'd 
for  Eight  days,  in  turning  out  the  three  Classes  of  the  3d  Battaljoo, 
and  last  wensday  maroh'd  one  good  Company  out  of  the  whole  t» 
head  Quarters,  which  ia  full  as  much  as  I  expected  to  do,  ss  the 
enemy  every  Day  or  two  are  making  excurtions  eieht  or  ten  wki 
iato  the  Country  Distresing  the  Inhabitants  which  naa  atreck  ioek 
a  Panick  amonng  them,  that  it  is  impossible  to  get  them  to  stirt 
Co^  Kirkbride  and  myself  intend  acting  of  for  head  Qoarten  to 
morroW|  to  arrange  the  Militia  as  they  arrive,  and  when  done  Bhall 
furnish  the  Councill  with  a  Return  of  the  Number  of  men  from 
each  County.    I  have  sent  Co^  Dewees  to  you  for  two  tkoossod 
Dollars  more,  as  next  week  the  4^  &  5^^  Classes  time  is  up,  and  we 
shall  have  the  Substitutes  to  pay  of  whieh  will  amount  to  a  Urge 
some  as  they  have  been  engag  d  at  100  Dollars  each.   Last  weaaday 
morning  a  heavy  fireing  began  down  the  river,  am  sorry  it  is  not  my 
power  to  send  you  the  account  of  the  perticuler's  of  that  day,  moon 
than  that,  Co^  Kerkbride  see  a  "person  at  Newtown  who  had  seen 
two  Qentleman  on  their  way  to  Camp,  who  informed  that  the  Bneny 
had  Cros'd  the  river  with  three  thousand  men  to  attack  the  foit  st 
Kedbank,  that  a  Body  of  our  men  came  on  them  in  the  rear  at  the 
time  of  their  makeing  the  Attack  on  the  fort,  and  had  intirely 
routed  them,  I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  send  you  the  above  as  a 
Certainty  than  as  a  Report. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  remain 

your  Exoelleney's 
Most  Obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

WM.  COATS,  Lieu*. 
BellTew;  November  7th;   1777 
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Camp  at  Wbitemarshi  November  12tb;  1777. 

Sir, 

I  ezpeoted  yo«  would  have  receiv'd  the  foregoiDg  before  thisi  bul 
Go*  Deweee  miad  of  it  tili  jeater  day,  ainee  which  I  have  been  and 
am  now  at  oamp,  where  all  the  men  we  oan  Master  are  eomeing  in, 
aittce  mj  oomeiog  here  General  Armstrong  has  given  me  orders  to 
raise  two  Company's  of  Artilery  out  of  those  of  the  City  that  are 
now  Discharged  which  I  am  now  doing,  and  when  done  will  h\\ 
short  of  the  number  of  Sabstitntes  that  should  be  ingaged  for  th« 
three  Classes  that  are  now  Call'd  out  for  the  County,  the  reason  of 
his  Ordering  me  to  act  as  above  are  that  the  City  Leiut  Cannot  call 
upon  his  People  at  this  time,  and  if  the  men  are  not  ingaged  th» 
Brigade  will  be  obliged  to  give  up  their  pieces  of  Artillery,  which 
is  a  thing  the  General  cant  thiuk  of,  and  I  hope  my  acting  agreable 
to  the  General's  Orders  will  be  approved  of  by  the  Councill  and  to 
enable  me  to  fulfill  my  Ingagements,  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  be 
so  good  as  to  dispatch  Coi^  Dewees  with  the  money  sent  for,  there 
it  nothing  new  at  Camp  more  then  the  Keinforcement  from  G^n^ 
G«tes  of  6000,  is  ezpeoted  will  be  here  to-morrow  Co>  Morgan  and 
his  men  has  been  here  this  two  days  I  shall  be  glad.if  I  am  whanted 
to  attend  the  House  you  will  please  to  let  me  know  by  the  return  of 
Co*  Dewees,  our  Enemys,  to  the  Constitution  here  say  that  we  Cant 
make  a  House,  and  that  we  have  given  up  the  Constitution. 

I  remain  your  Ezoelleneys 

Most  Obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

WM.  C0AI8,  Leu*, 

Directed^  ; 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton  Jnn'  Esq',  PvesSdeBt  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  for  the  State  of  Penneylvaiua. 

•^  Favour  of  I     . 
Co*  Dewees.       ) 


Rd.  McCalbstbr  to  Pres't  Wharton,  1777. 

Hanover,  Nov'  12**,  1777. 
Sir, 

Your  Ezcelency  Menchened  in  y  Last  Letter  to  me  that  if  the 
4**  &  5**  Classes  dident  turn  out  pritey  Generally  then  the  other  2 
Class  should  be  sent  forth  also. 

These  2  Classes  have  turned  out  Past  Ezpectation,  som  parts  the  • 
Glaaamade  ap  a  Company,  but  for  the  Gratest  Fkit  I  threw  two 
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Classes  together  where  they  were  like  to  be  small  Companejs,  ind 
made  one  large  one  &  made  the  ofesera  cast  lots  who  should  goo. 

But  in  the  whole  I  beleve  about  one  half  or  som  better  is  son  in 
those  two  Classes  perhaps  3  parts  in  4,  the  Grate  Number  oc  Qua- 
kers,  Mananest  &  Ihmkers  in  this  County  ocaiiona  the  Compttieys 
to  be  so  hard  to  be  filled  up,  the  others  in  the  oper  end  of  the 
County  which  is  mostly  Irish  People  and  Low  Dutch  goes  Prettey 
Oenerall ;  the  People  Complain  much  of  beine  hnrryed  out  in  sneh 
Otate  Numbers  as  they  say,  Indeed  maney  will  not  beleve  it  is  the 
orders  of  Council  but  my  own  doinss ;  However  I  shall  oomply  w^ 
my  orders  as  far  as  Poeable,  &  shoiud  be  glad  to  know  if  the  other 
two  CUss  is  to  have  orders  to  marohi  whidi  shall  be  don  Imeditly. 
I  ha?e  purohesed  all  the  good  arms  I  oould  gitsinoe  I  Beo' y  orden, 
&  put  them  into  the  hsndB  of  good  men,  there  one  arms  ft  Uanketi 
appraised  fto.  So  many  scrupolis  people  as  we  have  ocation  modi 
hiring  and  deter  the  busiess  much. 

I  am^ 

Y'  Ezoellenoiea  Moat  obt  s^ 

ED  H'CALESTEB. 
Dir^tedf 

To  His  Ezelenoy  Thomas  Wharton,  Esq',  President  of  the  £ze* 
Councili  Lancaster. 


Wm.  SnippENy  Esq.,  Dirbctob  Gbnxbal,  to  Cokqrbss,  1777. 

Bethlehem  Novem' 12, 1777. 

'^  The  pressing  necessity  of  the  Hospitals  which  begin  to  feel  the 
''  Effects  of  cold  ft  dirt  (I  foretold  in  my  last  to  the  Medical  Com- 
"  mittee)  call  on  me  to  address  you  in  a  serious  manner  and  ni^ge 
'^  you  to  furnish  us  with  an  immediate  supply  of  Cloathing,  so  abra- 
'<  lutely  reauisite  for  the  very  existence  of  the  ^eiok  now  in  the 
''  greatest  aistrcss  in  the  Hospitals,  ft  indispensably  necessary  to 
''  enable  many,  who  are  now  well,  ft  detained  solely  for  the  want  of 
<'  Cloathing,  to  return  to  the  field." 


General  Jajies  Potteb  to  President  WnARfoir;  1777. 
Sir, 

I  Received  your  czcelancey's  favour  of  the  seventh  of  this  Instant 
wherein  you  have  been  please  to  desier  me  to  Recommend  a  man 
for  paymaster  to  Northumberland  County.  The  Bearer,  M'  Thomas 
Jordan,  Is  reputed  an  honest  man  and  I  think  will  answer  for  pay- 
master if  you  see  cause  to  appoint  him. 

As  for  pews  I  have  not  much.    Yesterday  there  jsame  op  ear 
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River  38  sail  of  the  enemv'g  ships,  what  nnmber  of  troops  were  on 
Board  is  a  aacret  to  me.  1  weot  to  Cbiater  in  the  evening  bat  could 
not  lam,  there  has  been  very  have  firing  this  three  days  past,  the 
first  da^  they  did  no  damage  to  the  works  or  any  man.  I  pray  do 
the  other  two  may  be  like  the  first.  I  have  Inteliganee  almost  every 
day  from  the  city.  How  is  the  best  whig  maker  in  the  United 
States,  he  has  Convarted  many  from  the  Evell  of  their  wavs  and 
turned  them  nnto  their  Gantrey.  Distress  and  want  is  lifcely  to 
abonnd  in  the  City,  I  am  told  the  poor  would  have  suilered  befora 
this  time  if  General  Washington  hiul  not  alowed  them  to  get  tour  9A 
the  Frankford  mills.  Friend  How  is  not  a  parahal  man,  He  uses 
Whig  and  Torey  aliek,  which  is  the  best  thing  I  can  say  oif  him. 

The  friends  to  Qovemment  lent  friend  How  one  Hundred  Thousand 
pounds,  I  believe  by  this  time  be  would  not  refuse  security  if  offered. 
The  enemy  have  maid  two  floting  Battereys,  they  are  maid  on  a  bad 
Construction  and  sink  so  deep  in  the  water  that  they  will  do  u§  little 
damige,  I  hope,  I  have  this  minit  Received  an  Account  of  two  Brigs 
and  one  sloop  of  the  enemy  gcttng  pastour  fert  last  night  into  the 
Schulkill  and  unloading  at  the  lowest  ferry,  they  came  up  between 
the  fort  and  Provance  bland,  in  the  night,  they  Brought  up  Before 
in  Boats  the  same  way.  My  men  brought  in  this  day  five  British 
soldiers  prisoners,  we  <^ich  them  nappin.  Some  times  mnft  has  been 
havey  this  day,  but  we  stand  it  as  yet  I  have  Treyed  this  day  to 
get  one  to  go  to  Ridbank  this  night,  and  tomorrow  I  hope  I  will  got 
an  account  from  there,  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  George 
Reed,  Esqr ,  president  of  the  I)elawer  state.  Informing  me  thai 
there  Militia  has  eeased  a  number  of  people  that  were  supplying  the 
cnemvs  shipping  with  fresh  provisions  and  vegitables  and  destroyed 
six  of  their  Vesseh  in  Duck  Greek.  Three  weeks  ago  I  advised  the 
Taking  and  Keeping  Provance  Island  and  Oarpanters  if  this  had  been 
dun,  frcnd  How  would  been  Hangrey  by  this  time,  now  it  will  not 
be  Easey  To  take  these  Islands,  tho  it  appears  to  me  that  som  thing 
must  be  dun. 

I  am  with  Esteem  your 

Ezcelanccys  most  Obedient 

Humble  Servant  

JAS  POTTER. 
Gamp  at  M'  Lewes,  Nov*  12«*,  1777. 

We  have  it  reported  that  on  Wedanesday  last  our  people  sank  a 
sixty  four  gun  ship.  On  Monday  last  our  people  took  12  light 
horse  and  some  feet  prisoners;  I  have'  often  been  told  the  Soldiers  in 
the  City  have  been  hard  to  ny  often  that  they  looked  on  them- 
selves as  our  prisoners,  and  one  day  one  of  there  Sentanls  Told  Majo- 
Taler  sow. 

Directed.-^n  public  service,  His  Exoelane^  Thomas  Wharton, 
Esqr.,  Lancaster. 

^  Favour  of  Mr.  Tho"  Jursan. 
Vol.  v.— 83 
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Dan'l  Bobeedeau  &  W.  Cling A^  toPbes.  Wharton,  1777. 

York  TowB,  Nov  13«»  1777. 
Sir, 

Congress  haye  referred  the  inclosed  petition  to  the  Council  of 
this  State,  together  with  which  we  were  desired  to  furnish  a  more 
particular  account  of  the  Petitioner,  Parson  Batewell's  state  of  hcaltk 
&a,  accordingly  we  have  just  visited  him,  and  found  him  a  prisoner 
iu  a  private  house  much  emaciated,  and  afflicted  with  Bhamatio 
pains  in  his  Knees,  which  incapacitates  him  for  walking,  but  confessed 
he  was  much  better  than  while  he  was  in  prison. 

He  offers  his  parole  as  well  aa  Bail  if  he  is  allowed  to  go  to  his 
former  place  of  abode  in  tLis  County,  twenty  one  miles  distant  from 
hence,  or  permitted  to  take  the  fresh  air,  and  exercise  here,  for  tho 
recovery  of  his  health,  w*^  we  are  of  opinion  may  effect  it  He 
requests  a  speedy  result  of  your  Hon^**  Board  that  he  may  sell  or 
remove  his  effects  and  three  children  now  at  the  above  place,  a  clebe 
belonging  to  the  Church,  as  he  cannot  afford  to  keep  two  families. 
The  papers  belonging  to  M'  Batwell  taken  with  his  person  were 
deposit^  in  the  hands  of  Hr.  McClane  in  this  Town,  who  applied  to 
one  of  us  to  know  how  they  should  be  disposed  of,  which  was  moved 
to  Congress,  but  they  would  give  no  orders  concerning  them,  there- 
fore they  wait  your  commandis,  and  are  as  yet  undisclosed,  except 
two  letters  of  no  great  importance  communicated  to  one  of  us.* 

We  have  the  happiness  to  inform  the  state  that  Confideration  bu 
this  Evening  passed  Congress,  but  have  it  not  in  our  power  as  yet  to 
communicate  it,  as  the  several  articles  tho'  agreed  to  are  not  arranged 
iu  the  order  they  are  to  appear,  which  we  hope  will  be  effected  to- 
morrow, as  they  are  committed  for  that  purpose,  and  to  have  it  In 
our  power  very  soon  to  lay  them  before  the  State,  therefore  we 
ardently  wish  a  full  representation  of  the  State  may  bo  convened  to 
receive  them,  and  that  a  Determination  upon  them  may  be  speedily,  as 
tho  ratification  in  our  opinion  is  of.  infinite  importance  to  the  Inde- 
pcndance  of  America. 

We  are  respectfully, 

Sir, 

X'  most  ob^ , 

Very  hum*  Serv*», 

WM.  CLINGAJf, 

DANIEL  ROBERDEAU. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Wharton,  Esquire,  President  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Penusilvania,  Lancaster. 

*  A  copy  of  the  confederation  was  rec*d  by  Council  on  I>eo.  Ist    See  CoL 
Rec.  Vol.  XL,  p  87». 
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Wabrant  for  Pasfisisa  WAGaoss,  1777.  , 

In  C<mncO  (rf  Bsiety,  LaiMtstcf ^  Noramber  1>|  1777*    ^ 

.   Pean'say  ft. 

To  the  OoDsteble  of  the  iowiisliip  of 

Whereas  the  most  pressing  applicatioQ  is  made  to  us  for  alargsf 
Dumber  of  waggons  for  the  immediate  snppTy  of  the  Continedtatanpjr,' 
You  are  therefore  required  &  commanded  forthwith  to  supply  frodk' 
the  township  of  by  impressing  or  otherwise  ffood 

waggons  with  a  driver  and  four  horses  to  each  sufficiently  furnished. 
These  to  be  at  Lancaster  on  or  before  Tuesday  the  eighteenth  day  of 
November  instant,  under  the  direction  of  Major  George  Ross  deputy 
Quarter  Master  Geoeral.  And  you  are  hereby  empoi^ered  to  call  to 
your  aid^  if  necessary^  the  militia.     Hereof  fail  not 

G.  B. 


Matthsw  Irwih  to  CotJNOiL,  1777.  \ 

Lancaster^  IStb  NoTcmber^  1777.    . 
Gentlemen^  .  j 

Underneath  you  have  a  sketoh  of  the  mode  in  which  I  baye-regtt^ 
lated  the  Quarter  Master  Department  of  Ibis  Btatd,  if-  it  sho'd  be 
agreeable,  request  you  will  aeqvaint  me  thereof,  or  if  your  honours 
sho'd  think  any  alterations  necessary  you  will  please  point  them  o«t 

&  1  shall  immediately  comply  therewith. 

I 
am 

•   *  yoiif  Lonon 

^  moat  obd't  8enp«. 

MATTBTW  IBWIN. 

Directedf 
To  The  Honaarable  The  Exeeutiive  Cooncil  of  this  State. 

Ist.  I  have  appointed  James  Cummins  Q'  M^  for  Qetf  Irwli*i 
Brigade.  ^^ 

2d.  Edw«  Millne  Qr  M'  for'Geii>  Potters  Brigida. 

8d.  I  have  appointed  a  Forage  Master  for  each  BrigadSi  wlio  is 
under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  Brigade  q'  masters. 

4th.  I  have  agreed  with  General  Mifflini  that  his  quarter  masters 
shall  pay  for  the  Waggons  employed  by  the  Militia^  at  the  same  rata 
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allowed  by  Coogren,  upon  prodncing  a  oertifioate  signed  bj  tbe 
qaarter  master  of  tbe  Brigade  id  which  tbe  Waggons  were  employed. 

5tb.  I  have  agreed  with  Gen'  MifKn  that  his  Forage  Muter 
Oen'  shall  pay  for  tbe  Forage  used  by  tbe  Militia,  npon  a  certi6ctte 
being  irodtofd  aigiied  bj  the.  Ailiiia  Furage  MasierB  &  qnarter 
masters. 

^th.  The  Brigade  qaarter  masters  haye  hitherto  acted  tm  Comnu- 
iarys  of  military  Stores,  which  they  are  willing  to  oootinne  is  do^ 

Srofided  they  are  allowed  majors  pay  &  Rations  for  noting  in  both 
fMrtm^i  which  I  think  they  deaervej  they  are  now  allowed  the  ptj 
^.xUtions  of  a  Cap*** 

} 


GbK.  RoBBRDEAU  to  PrES'T  WflARTONy  177T. 

York  Town,  No?'  14th,  1777. 
l>Sir, 

I  thank  yon  for  yonr  pnnctoality  and  care  and  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  the  Books  five  in  namber,  of  which  care  shall  be  takes. 
Yon  mention  nothing  of  any  agreement  with  the  express,  or  whether 
paid  or  not,  he^l^^ges  2  4  days  at  six  Dollars^  day,  kmay  be  right, 
although  very  high,  for  these  reasons  I  take  the  liberty  to  refer  the 
matter  to  you  and  beg  you  will  pay  the  Bearer,  which  shall  be  reim- 
bursed on  the  first  notice,  fbr  besides  the  aboye  at .  this  instant,  ^ 
business  is  so  pressing  and  important  I  cant  attend  to  it,  wbidi  isabo 
WJ  •pologT'  ^^  breaking  off  so  abruptly. 

I  am  mspectfaUj 
i*     .  I)' Sir 

'  •         y  V7  oi^  friend  A  Serv* 

BAM'L  BOBERDEATJ. 

■ 

P.  S.  I  have  two  Books  in  the  bands  of  Mr.  James  Reed,  one  of 
w^  Ovid  I  haye  net  the  dune  oecasion  of  as  when  I  wrote  for  it,  aod 
as  these  books  ware  spared  as  a  favour  perhaps  it  will  suit  Mr.  Reed 
to  keep  Ovid,  otherwise  I  beg  to  rely  on  your  punctuality  for  sendiog 
it  forward  to  me  ^  first  good  private  hand  w^  the  Virgil,  if  my  nw- 
ligent  friend  Od.  Bayard  has  not  done  it,  pray  forward  tie  ue 
li^atio«  of  ftr^. 

Directed. 

^ .  T^nothy  Vrihs^i,  Esq.,  Secretary  Lluicaiiter. 
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lahmcDt  on  raftual  of  Continental 
money,  I3T,  147.  To  Auenblj,  17B. 
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Cooke,  Col.  Wm.jOrdor'd  to  Bmncwick, 
Condition  of  Army  farbtd>|  84. 
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SO.  Chevanx  de  frize^  respecting,  37, 
39,  45,  68,  87,  83,  238,  428,  431,  691, 
626, 648, 840, 680, 808, 809, 721.  For- 
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the  fleeU,  721.  Fort  Mifflin,  723. 
Ship  Montgomery  and  other  vessels 


burned  neifr  BuilingCbn  for  lifoty, 

740,     [See  also  Billingsport,  Fort 

Miflin,  Mud  Fort  and  Red  Bank.] 
Delaware  state  of — Troops  want  cloth- 

ing,  34.    Prisoners'  in  Philadelphia 

jail,  sureties  for  309. 
De  Nomandie,  D^.,  178. 
Depositions  and  Examinations— -Dew* 

ees,  OoL  William,  281.    Mrs.  Abigail 

MoCay,  337.     Sarah  O'Brien,  330. 

Thomas    Patterson,  420L      Geor^^ 

Kriebel,  432.     Jeremiah  Longhead, 

452.    Heni7  Funk,  495,  508.    Biots 

at  York,  498-508.    Wm.  Beekworth 

and  A.Langhlin,624.  Bbt  (Hlbraith, 

638.    Sam.  MoQrsgor,  865. 
Desertions,  144, 180, 196,  207,208, 262, 

648,  700. 
Detroit,  Govtfnor  of,  by  phMlammtion 

offors  protection  to  rebels,  402. 
Dewees,  Thomas,  286. 
Dewees,   CbL  VlUiam,  deposition  H- 

speoting  explosion  of  powder- mills, 

261. 
Dickinson,  Brfg.  GenU  UT.     Mter 

from  by  his  servant  sent  to  GenL  W. 

116,  117,  233,  244. 
Distillation  of  w&eat  and  other  grain 

to  be  stopped,  220,  710. 
Donaldson,  Joseph,  408,  634.     Biols 

at  Tork,.406. 
Donop,  Ootmly  wounded  at  Mount  Holly 

177,  action  at  Red  Bank,  killed,  707, 

700. 
Doria,  Andrew,  Bifg,  Capt  Robinson, 

takes  British  Sloop-of-war,  132. 
Dorsey,  Thomasr535,550.   Paymasttr, 

535. 
Doughty,  Capt,  187. 
Dover,  Troops  ordered  to,  68. 
Downey,  Captain,  leaves  Billingsport, 

430. 
Dowingstown,Q«nL  Howe's  Army  near, 

606. 
Drummond,  Dr.  (George,  a  prisoner  on 

parole,  484,  511. 
Du  Coudray,  Mens.,-  Reports  on  Worics 

on  Del,  350-368,  430,  431,  526,  565. 
Da(rey,'Patriek,  letUr,  141. 
Dundas,  James,  816. 
Dunker's  opposed  to  Militia  788. 
Datoh  in  Lancaster  County,  oppose  tho 

Laws  and  cause  a  riot,  40M108. 
Duykinok,  CoL,  756. 


Easton,  meeting  of  Indianiat,  261, 203, 
208,  825.  Prisoners  sent  to,  2^0, 
650.  Quard  at,  824,  prothonotary, 
332.  Papers,  Ac,  sent  for  safet/from 
City  to,  623.     Alarm,  on  account  of 
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piifOBMfy  Aei,  ttd.    Inportniat  of 

the  ferrji  661.    W»ggoiit,  652. 
BggBMthm,  uairtl  of  British  fleet 

at»467. 
Bleetion,  Tory  in  Bneks  Cownij,  81, 

8S.    At  Lewea,  68. 
Eliiabethtowiiy  K.J.     Bnamy  !•»▼•, 

178. 
Bmor,  JoaaUun,  letten  to  and  from, 

. 
Embargo  doomed  Booeaiorj,  814,  819. 
Bpifoopol    Chnrokos— Chrift    Ghorch 

■ad  St.  Peton,  memorial  on  behalf 

of  Rer.  Thomai  Coombe,  a  prisoner 

of  war,  600.    Beplj  of  Ck>uaeil,  603. 
Estimate,  of  a  GoBtiBonkal  Kegiment, 

48. 
Enstaeo,  J.  P.,  881. 
Brans,  John,  846,  851,  680. 
Swing,  James,  298.    Seoaritj  for  Dr. 

OonnoDj,  297,  208. 
Byors,  Bidhard,  letter,  106. 
Km,  Bei^)amin,  876. 
I^rres,  OoL  John,  681. 
Bzprossoa  lent  oiii»  608. 


Varmer  Lewis,  letter,  61. 

Pire  Shipe— objeet  of,  420. 

Fisher,  fienry,  letters  to  and  from,  42, 

47,  62,  61,  70,  00,  100,  108, 168,263, 

402,  465,  504. 

,  Instraotiobs  to,  42. 
Flags,  for  Galleys,  18, 47. 
Flower,  Benjamin,  27,  138,  181,  184, 

360,  706. 
Fords,  on  Delawaare,  376,  441. 
Forman,  Brig.  General,  436,  480. 
Forrest,  Col.  Thomas,  142. 
Fort  Independence.       Sammoned  by 

General  Heath  to  snrrender,  237. 
Fort  Island,  forUfieations,  Ao.,  11, 12, 

28,  U,  26,  47,  61,  60,  88, 02, 08^  118, 

130,  377,  432,  526. 
Fort,  Lee,  66,  71. 

Fort  Montgomeiy,  Artillesy  for,  50, 671. 
Franklin,  Bei^amin.  InteUtgeneo  from 

respecting  French,  283. 
Frenoh  ftigato  arrives  in  theDelawaro, 

666.     Prisoners   at  Beading,  260. 

Preparing  to  aid  America,  282. 
Funerals,  Order  to  attend,  of  General 

Mercer,  222.  OoLHaslett,  223.  Capt. 

Morris,  223. 
Funk,   Henry — Examination — Consci- 
entious scruples,  405.    Mittimus  for, 

508.    Petition,  624. 
Fnmaces,  for  Casting  Camions,  86»  72. 
Furnaces,  Iron,  66, 
Furman,  GoloncL  sent  to  Monmouth, 

209. 


Galbraith,  CoL  Bartrem,  843,  368,  407, 
409,  416,  467, 480,  486, 621, 682, 633, 
648,  662,  678.  Advanced  age,  331, 
Lieut  of  Laneastor,  868. 

Galbraith,  Bobert,  dopodtion  on  Be. 
cords,  688.    Letter,  780. 

Galleys,  armed,  on  Delawaro  Krer, 
names  and  offieers,  Ao., 

Galloway,  Mrs.,  thro'  fear  asks  protec- 
tion of  Coaneil,  291.  His  meadow 
on  SohuylkflU  864. 

Gates,  M^or  General  Horatio,  seadi  s 
Canadian  Indian,  168.  Letter,  247. 
In  Philadelphia,  197, 247.  AppoiateJ 
to  oommand  at  Tieondoroga,  491. 
Spy  taken,  689.  Takes  Bvgoyne, 
674,676,680,746.  Letter  fr«B  ra- 
pecting  Captort  of  Bnrgoyne,  6^7. 
Letter  to  Mi^or  Genenl  Jehs 
Vanghan  on  burning  TOwn%  688i 

Geiger,  Col.,  his  BattaUon,  268. 

Geimans,  oonduot  of  at  York,  676. 

Germantown,  quartors  for  troops  st, 
206.  Troops  for,  226.  Amy  at,  485. 
Head  quarters  of  Gon.  Washington 
at,  617,  646.    l>ofes4  at»  646^  714. 

Geny,  Blbridge^  764. 

Gibson,  John,  Auditor  General,  letter 
on  prisoners  of  War,  66.  To  pej- 
masters,  884. 

Gttes,  Edward,  letter,  437. 

Gordon,  Lewis,  to  be  arrested,  480, 490. 

Gregory,  James,  834,  500,  688. 

(Mffin,  CoL  Saanel,  letter  with  a  spy* 
127. 

Gronow,  Lewis^  487,  782. 

Gun  foetoiT  on  Frenoh  Creek,  letter 
frt>m'  P.  I>e  Harea  respeetiDg,  155. 

.  Memorial  from  Gna  ato&ers  in,  733. 
Prioes,  748. 

Gnmey,  Col.  Fk«noii,  186.  Seat  to 
Monmoath  against  Tories^  177. 


Hale,  Thomas,  203. 

HaUer,  Col.  Henry,  letter  144,  260. 

Hamilton,  Henry,  Lieutenant  Governor 
of  ]>etroit,  offers  bribes  to  rebels,  402. 

Hamilton,  James,  611-618,  620. 

Hampton,  John,  317. 

Hanoook,  John  P.  O.,  137, 179, 11 9, 244, 
289  362 

Hand,'  General  Bdward,  448»  488,  623, 
640. 

Hand,  H.,  382. 

Hanigan,  Thomas,  on  Solphnr,  268. 

Harris,  John,  768. 

Harris,  John  A  B.  Elder,  763. 

Harris,  Dr.  Bobert,  proposals  for  ma- 
king Salt,  507. 
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Ilsrt,  Joiephy  letter  revpeeting  Troops, 
18,  97,  237. 

Ilartly,  Thomu,  607. 

Hasletty  Col.,  orderi  to  attend  ftmend 
of,  223. 

nation,  John,  to  be  apprehended,  7. 

HMolwood,  John  Commodore,  orders  to 
Captain  Watkinr  with  prisoners,  168. 
Letters,  206,  602,  620,  663,  680,  696, 
721,  747.  To  fiimUh  pUoto  601. 
Saooeeds,  Seymour,  694.  Boeeess  of 
fleet,  217,  746^  747. 

Heard,  General  Nathaniel,  letter,  262. 

Heath,  General,  161,  162,  168.  Sam- 
mons  snrrender  of  Fort  Indepen- 
dence, 237. 

Henderson,  Captain,  67. 

Henry,  George,  resigns  as  Lieutenant 
of  Philadelphia,  366. 

Henry,  Patrick,  Jan.,  260,  286. 

Henry,  William,  347, 472, 643, 634, 636. 
Appointed  Lientenant,  366. 

Hessians  embark  from  Staten  Island, 
46.  Prisoners  at  Trenton,  140,  146. 
Sign  parole,  145.  Address  of  Conn- 
oil  OB,  146  Taken,  178.  Prisoners 
arrived  at  Philadelphia,  100,  244. 
At  Lancaster,  261.  Amboy,  300. 
Defeated  at  Red  Bank,  706,  709. 

Hetty,  Sloop,  Muster  Roll,  17. 

Hibernia  ftirnaoe  N.  J.,  ms^ing  Cannon 
Ac,  72.   , 

Hill,  CoL  Henry,  letUr,  66|  94.  WanU 
a  new  Militia  Law,  94. 

Hiltsheimer,  J.,  364. 

Hooper,  Robert  Lettis,  689,  766. 

Hopkins,  James,  order  for  boats  for  621. 

Hopkinson,  Francis,  Ac,  489. 

Hospitals,  Military,  Dr.  Bond's  opinion 
on  nature  and  use  oi^  89.  At  Read- 
ing, 189. 

Houston,  W.  C,  366. 

Howe,  Lord,  and  prisoners  correspond 
thro'  Mrs.  White,  97. 

Howe,  General's,  army  advancing  to 
Philadelphia,  83.  Has  taken  New 
Brunswick,  84.  To  Princeton,  148, 
169, 163.  AttempU  to  obtain  Dela- 
ware  pilots  thro*  J.  Moles  worth,  270, 
282,  316.  Movements,  438,  667. 
Approaching  Chesapeake,  643. 

Howell,  Jacob  S.,  letters,  47,  66,  640. 

Hubley,  Adam,  Jun.,  letter,  168,  368, 
630,  633,  699. 

Hubley,  John,  resigns  seat  in  Council, 
295.  Letters,  102, 128, 296, 342, 416, 
427,  606.  Letter  with  money  and 
papers  from  Philadelphia  to  Lanoas- 
ter,  102.    Publio  houses,  128. 

Hufl^  Joseph,  making  Cannon,  Shot, 
Ac,  at  Hibernia  fumaoe^  N.  J.,  72. 

Hugo,  Lieutenant,  177. 


Hunn,  John,  Intlilietlons,  450.  Let- 
ters, 463,  462,  467,  468,  474,  476. 

Hunter,  Samuel,  letter,  133,  370,  zn, 
416,  610,  717,  737,  762. 


Imlay,  Wm.,  a  prisoner  frooi  New 
York,  697. 

Immel,  Michael,  mittimus  for,  640. 

Ihdbpbndihcb,  Fort,  summoned  by 
Geni  Heath  to  surrender,  237. 

Indians,  Canada,  sent  by  Geni  Gates, 
163.  CoL  Bull  appointed  to  meet,  at 
Baston,  201,  203,  208.  Of  Plugi^'s- 
town  commit  hostilities  aMinst  Vir« 
ginia,  268, 260, 286,  318.  I^lawaret, 
313.  Alarms  and  murders  in  West- 
moreland Co.,  344,  443,  640,  699. 
Letters,  Gen.  Hand,  443, 641.  Capt. 
John  Miner,  444.:  Capt  John  Kill- 
buck,  444.  Capt  Samuel  Meason, 
445.  D.  Zeisberger,  447.  Moiiaa 
Jonef,448.  Wm.  Ozoss,  449.  John 
Corbley,  449.  James  Chew,  449. 
Near  Fort  Auaubta,  61L  Joab 
Chiilaway,  718.  Condition  of  firon- 
tiers,  737.  Murders  and  alarms  on 
frontiers,  741. 

Ingersoll,  Jared,  602.  Comieil  ask  him 
to  remain  in  eity,  603. 

Instructions  to  Henry  Fisher^  42. 
Capt  Boyd,  43.  From  Oonneils, 
{volunteers),  119.  droular,  129. 
For  recruiting,  209.  To  Commodore 
Seymour,  23£  For  survey  of  Dela- 
ware and  shore,  441.  To  Capt  John 
Hunn,  460.  Lieutenants  of  Cos., 
468.  To  eeoort  of  prisoners  in 
Masonic  Lodge,  607,  609.  To  Com. 
Haselwood,  637.  To  Mr.  Buchanan, 
711.    LeUer,  771. 

Irvine,  CoL  Wm.,  172,  320. 

Irwine,  Capt,  enters  continental  ser- 
vice, 39. 

Irwin,  Matthew,  commissary,  687.  Qr. 
Bfaster,  613.    Letter,  77L 

Irwine,  Brig.  Gen.,  letter  to,  162,  684. 


J. 

Johnson,  Gov.  of  Maryland,  eomplaint 

against  Capt  Nicholson  for  eontempty 

328. 
Johnston,  CoL  Francis,  letter,  126»  172. 
Johnston,  Geni,  of  Maryland,  196. 
Jones,  Morgan,  448. 
Joy,    Daniel,    Lettert,  62,   121,  179, 

proves  cannon,  62,  121. 
July    4th,    celebratioB,   illnminaiioo^ 

and  proeautioni,  41 L 


X<nt  Co^  DcL,  UUtr  IViMa  Coaneil  of, 

rafalutloni,  ti.     Proeon  nil  from 

Philwldphift.  TS. 
Kirkbride,  Lt.  Jo.,  331,  331,  341,  3ta, 

4S3,  Mi,  6*9,  an,  no. 
KItUiining,  troopt  wA,  kboDt  to  miroh, 

In  want  of  pnriib*!!^  SI.     F*u* 

from  nmoTAl  of  tnwpfr  In^ui^n- 

oontoar,  1U> 
Knl^l,  PeMr,  139. 
Enoi,    Oenl,    rHpeoUiig  «uliiig    of 

brui  unoon,  ITS.     lintt  Honu- 

tovB,  191.     Appliu  foreMnoii,  4&0. 
Krinbal,  Ueo.,  dspatlUos  militia  Bae, 

433.     Pititlon.  tl4, 
.Kntin,  Ladirif,  letter  on  (nopi  to  ba 

nUod,  Mnu,  OS. 


L^W,  CaL  Abraham,  S»,  SU. 

laUKTi  C^>L  John  Jaor.,  oomplatH  of 
111  inatae&l,  from  CoL  WajBO,  IS4. 

Iiucular.  hLoatj  ■■!  pap«r«,  taol  to 
ftoB  Phlladtlpbia,  lOL  OoTsr- 
nor  at,  lU.  LrtUn  to  and  bom 
Cammlttoo,  ISO,  ]t6.  BnmnAir  of 
Bait  la,  SU.  Haguina  raqnind  al, 
and  fears,  lit.     Blubardaoo,*  Cana- 

.    t«Mtar,   lakon  to,  148.     Hoariao 

.  pilaonan  at,  maj  ba  amplojad,  )S1. 
Rtom  at,  IIS.     Jnquitition  for  mar- 


k,   101, 

ir.SOl.  PiiKD. 

•n  of  War  to  baUDtlo,  30k     Com- 

nltUa'i    laIMn,  Ml,  IM,  341,  Itlt. 

.     Hililla,34t. 

XaaoaiUt  CoaDtj.  Want  of  magii- 
tratat,  317.  £[paaiaa  of  piHionan, 
StS.  Traops  ordered  to  Chattar, 
IJIL    DiKoalLiei  In  militu;  affalra. 


351,     Letter 


if  Comi 


.  Lottar  to,  TBI.  Diaoaliiai  (Vom 
Cuntiaentat  maaej,  3M.  Oppoiltioa 
to  lawi  by  tb*  Uuteb,  406,  4DS,  413, 
417.  Hunejeent  to,  415.  Search 
fur  Waitmorelind  RocoTdi  In,  455. 
Hilitia,  4SU,  4SS,  621,  532,  534,  5B3. 
J.  Mortia,  Jr.,  appoiolod  to  attend 
Coort     aV    481,    50S.       Buaion    of 

.  Court  at,  £05,  5<1«.  Priaoaan,  533. 
Troup)  to  ba  itopped  at,  51J.     To 

.  matok,  tn,  fr3.  Papera  ramerod  lo, 
eU,  749.  Iritlan  to  CommiuIon»n, 
TSI.  Qnartm  for  miliUa  Is  ba  pro- 
vided, 718.  PiJo*  Df-Salt  at,  760. 
Camp  at,  701. 

J*aB,Jamea,  ItlL 

Lanman,  Lndwlg,  tatter,  101. 


Laarmi,  Hanry.    Saeaaada  Jabs  Ilea. 

aook  aa  Preeidant  of  Oosgraaa,  IW. 

Letter,     735.       Roaulaliau    An    a 

TbiDkigiTinB,T». 
Lanansa's  lalaad.       CoL  Nallaoi  it- 

taoha  and  oaptnroa  anam  j  at,  IM. 
IfobaBoa,  ineoiinf  at,  IM. 
Laa,  Voit,  OS,  71.    Koanj  eiyaeled  lo 

Lea,  aeaL,4&.    Robbedaf  bonaa,  lU. 

Capuia,  axabaags,  to.  ITl. 
Laa.  Biebaid  Uentj.      Appliae  foe  ■ 

pilot  for  a  Frenoh  Mnle,  M*. 
Ltiinback,ri«d,SU. 

Alexander,  Cbarlei,S>IL  AndenoD, 
Pali-lck.  18.  AnutroBg,  Oen.  Joba, 
1S4,  IIB,  314,  S5B,  580,  583,508,571. 
S8I,  987,  398,  OIB.Ul,  345,  fU,  671, 
0S4.  Amdt,  John,  411.  AnoM, 
Bansdlol,  S8T,  S7C  Aiaemblj,  119, 
184,  491,  est.  Atlao,  CoL  &  J., 
S,  10.  AtUe,  WOUam,  248,  SPl,  117, 
303,  378. 

Baaba,  Rinhaid,  400.  Bailty,  lAih 
405,  413.  Ballay,  Vlltiaaa,  Ui. 
Banorort,  Daniel,  231,  140.  Baiter, 
Liaotaoast.Colonel,  Wm..  tL  Baj- 
ard,  CoL  Jna.  10«.  148.  Baekar.Uea- 
tenant-Colonal  Haur,  U5.  Banaiet, 
Jamu,4e9.  Benaell,  C,  IL  Barb 
County,  Commiltaa,  111,  It).  Bid. 
Ha,  Ontu^  140,  I45,  170,  117, 
111,  T39,  744.  Biddle,  Owen.  1, 11, 
80, 105, 117,  148, 158,  181, 101,  149, 
IS7,  301,  315.  Bir^  Hait,  I. 
Blalna,  CoL  Kpbnim,  199,  HT. 
Blair,  Jamei,  14,  50.  Blavor,  Jna, 
110,  404,  Til.  Board  of  War,  lU, 
101,  304.  114,  310,  198,  381,  5.S5, 
083,  751,  758.  Bogga,  Major,  »!. 
Bond,  PbiaeH,  »T9.  Boad,  Dr. 
Iboa.,  7^  89,  SS3.  BoadinoU  Bliai, 
313,413.  Uuir*n,  Capt.  J.  B.,IU. 
Boyd,  Aleiandor,  40.  Boyd,  CoL 
Andrew,  712,  748.  BoK«r,  Uiabtrd, 
31.  Bndibrd,  Wmiam.  401,  430, 
55T,  575,  581,  015,  814,  548,  049, 
033,  ees,  707.  740,  745.  Brodbaad. 
Daniel,  II,  19,  US,  183,343.  Bniwa, 
Wm..  S7,  108,  135.  Bryaa,  Oaoin 
T.  P.,  351,  483,  490,  014,  519,  530, 
543,  5T4,  810,  ASI,  881.  BnabaaaA 
TTm.,  551,  807,077,  890,  Til,  743, 
744.  Baddan,  Jamaa,  S9I,  091.  Ball, 
CoL  John,  £9,  101,  101,  103.  108, 
355,  304,  301,  709.  Bailor,  Anthraiy. 
033,  55T. 

Cadwaladar,  Joba,  93, 130,  180,  ISI, 
178,  180,  181  Caldwell,  Andraw, 
901.  Oameran,  Alas,  tO.  Camp. 
bell,  Qeorgo,  109.     CarMbar^  Jnha, 
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6S4y  ((89.  Cas^orp,  Thomas,  200. 
Ghambors,  David,  113.  Chambers, 
Col.  Jamos,  364.  Cheney,  Col.  732. 
Chester  County,  Lieutenants,  475, 
5S2,  039.  Chew,  Jsmea,  449.  Christ, 
U.  fto.,  605,  633,  734.  Clark,  John, 
699.  Clark,  Michael,  712.  Clarkson, 
Dr.  Gerardas,  165.  Clinton,  Gen. 
George,  676.  Coats,  Col.  Wm.,  168, 
528, 766.  Coleman,  Robt,  39.  Col- 
lege of  Philadelphia,  198.  Committee 
of  Berks,  111,  112.  Committee  for 
driving  off  oatUe,  473,  512,  645,  667, 
610,  630.  Committee  of  Inspection, 
Cumberland,  79.  Committee  of  Fifty, 
473,  630.  Committoe  of  Lancaster, 
251,  266,  349,  365.  Committee  of 
New  York,  40.  Committee  of  Safety, 
[which  see.]  Committee  at  Trenton, 
69.  ComiaitteQ  .  of  Westmoreland, 
313.  Committee  of  Torktown,  151. 
Congress,  187^  179,  217,  219,  244, 
289,  290,  372,  411,  413,  436,  439, 
471,  491,  675,  686,  592,  693,  699, 
626,  627,,  681,  688,.  788,.  768.  Con- 
noHy,  John,  101,^  130,  242,  246,  297, 
298.  Connor,  Colonel  Morgan,  815. 
Conway,  Gen.  T.,  522,  630.  Cooke, 
William,  84.  Corbley,  John,  449. 
Council  of  Sal^ty,  [  which  see.  ] 
Council  of  Safety  of  Kent,  79.  Creigh, 
John,  Ac,  628.  Crispin,  William, 
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536.  DeNormandie,  Dr.  J.  A.  C, 
176.  Deweei.  Thomas,  266.  Dickin- 
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Elder,  Robert,  758.  Elmer,  Jona'n, 
7.  Episcopal  Churches,  600,  603. 
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298.  B^ers,  Richard,  106.  Eyre, 
Bonjamm,  875.  Eyres,  CoL  Jehu, 
691. 

Farmer,  Capt.  Lewis,  61.  Fisher, 
Henry,  42,  47,  62,  61,  70,  99,  100, 
108, 153,  268,  402,  465,  604.  Flowers, 
Col.  Benjamin,  27,  138,  181,  184, 
369, 7 1 6.  Forman,  Brigadier-General, 
David,  486,  489. 

Galbraith,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Bar- 
trem,  348.  368,  407,  409,  415,  4^;, 
480,  486,  621,   632,  633,   643,   662, 
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65.  Giles,  Edward.  437.  Gregory, 
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Hale,  Thomas,  203.  Haller,  Henry, 
144,  260.  Hamilten,  James,  611, 
613,  620.  Hampton,  John,  316. 
Hancock,  John,  P.  C,  187,  179,  219, 
289, 352, 491,  639,  644, 674,  586,  692, 
699,  626,  627,  681.  Hand,  General 
Edward,  443,  640.  Hand,  H.,  382. 
Hannigan,  Thomas,  268.  Harris, 
John,  768,  768.  Harshall,.  J.,  211. 
Hart»  Joseph,  18,  97,  237.  Hartley, 
Thomas,  697.  Hayes,  Capt.  704. 
Haselwood,  Commodore  John,  205,- 
602,  620,  663,  680,  696,  721,  747. 
Heard,  Gep.  Nathaniel,  262.  Henry, 
Patrick,  Jr.,  360,  2S6.  Henry,  CoL 
William,  847,  472,  643,  634,  636. 
Hill,CoLH4nry,66,94.  Hiltehelmer, 
J.,  364.  Hodge,  AndW.,  148.  Hooper, 
Robert  Lettij,  689.  Hopkinson, 
Francis,  489.  Howell,  Jaeob  6.,.  47, 
.66,  641.  Hubley,  Adam,  Junr.,  158, 
358,  630,  633,  666,  698.  HaUey, 
John,  102,  128,  296,  847.  416,  427, 
606k  Huff,  Joseph,  72.  Hunn,  John, 
460,  463,  462,  467,  468,  474,  %6. 
Hunter,  Lt  Samuel,  \^,  244»  870, 
377,416,610,717,737. 

Ingersoll,  Jared,  602.  Inrfn,  Mat- 
thew, 613,  771. 

Johnston,  Francis,  125, 172.  Jones, 
Morgan,  449.  Joy,  Daniel,  62,  121, 
179. 

Kirkbride,  Joseph,  322, 331,  342, 868, 
463,  465,  649,  567,  680.  Knight, 
Peter,  239.  Kn9k,  Gen.  170.  Euhn, 
Ludwig,  93. 

Labar,  CoL  Abm.,  820,  826.  Laeey» 
CapL  John,  Jr.,  154.  Lancaster* 
Committee  of,  261,  266,  866,  67 1» 
762.  Lang,  James,  806.  Lauman* 
Ludwig,  102.  Laurens,  Henry,  735. 
Lee,  Richard  Henry,  665.  Leimback, 
Frederick,  624.  Levers,  Robert,  832, 
618,  622,  628,  646,  660,  663,  717. 
Lioutenante  of  Counties,  297,  365, 
879,  360,  424,  476,  621,  641,  645, 
666,  682,  692,  615,  629,  660,  694. 
Livingston,  Gov.  William,  288,  243, 
251,  267,  294,  296,  301,  820,  328, 
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364,  877,   381,  3BS,  398,  401,  tUB, 
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Torktown,  Cina'ttae  of,  151.  Toang, 
JuDM,  336,  337, 411. 

Zantiinger,  Pan],  699.    Zeiiberger, 
D.  446. 

Letts,  EiekieL  Pttiiion  for  Capt^oj, 
67. 

Leven,  Robert,  833.  Prothonotary, 
Ae.,  833,  618,  622,  623,  645,  717. 

Lewes,  DeL  Tory  Eleotioo  at,  63. 
Riotous  condnet,  54.  Signals,  Ac, 
at,  167. 

Lieutenants,  Hints  for,  265.  Cfrenlars 
to,  297,  365,  379,  380,  424,  459,  475, 
523,  541,  545, 656,  582,  29:L^15,  660, 
694.  ^^ 

Lincoln,  GenL,  281.  Wounded  at  Ti- 
conderoga,  675. 

Livingston,  William,  Got.,  of  N.  J., 
238,  243,  251,  267, 294, 296,  301, 320, 
328,  346,  348,  614,  621. 

Loan  Office — Continental,  to  reeolTO 
bins  of  Credit  of  States,  183.  Thos. 
Smith,  Commissioner  o^  183. 

Loans,  Interests  on  to  be  paid  in  bills 
on  Paris,  602.  Offloe  to  be  removed 
617. 

LocEry,  Archibald,  844, 488, 741.  CaU 
on  by  Gen.  Hand  for  militia,  488. 

Loohry,  Wm.,  135. 

Loganian  Libraiy  to  b«  used  by  Sold- 
iers, 309. 

Long  Island^  Battle,  morement  of 
troops,  21. 

Lough  esiid,  James,  485. 

Longhead,  Jeremiah.  Deposition  re- 
specting Records  of  Westmoreland 
County,  452. 

Ladwig,  Christopher,  Superintondant 
of  Bakers  sent  by  Gen.  Washington 
to  PhiladelphU  for  hands,  439. 

Lyon,  William,  416. 


McCalester,  Richard,  letter,  330,  333, 
336,  369,  412,  558,  633,  640,  692, 
768. 

MeCay,  Abigail,  Szamination  of,  337. 

HcClean,  Archibald,  514, 536,  575, 661, 
682,  704. 

Maokay,  JBneas,  letters,  59,  92.  Inso- 
lence of  officers,  59.  On  March  from 
Kittaaning— prorisions  tcaree,  93, 
135. 

Ifcllvalne,  Wm.,  609. 

IfoKean,  Thomas,  opinion  of,  attainder 
on  a  free-holder's  remoral  to  another 
State,  400.  Qualification  and  oath  as 
Chief  Justice,  621. 

McKinley,  Brig.  Gonl.  John,  letters, 
34,  300,  450. 


Magaaiae  reqoired,  882. 

Magistrates,  822,  347,  411,  421,  473, 
504,  553,  581,  599. 

Biartial,  CourU,  384,  896L 

Maryland.  Regiment  under  Colonel 
Richardson,  177.  Troops  from,  ex- 
pected under  Ckneral  Johnston,  194. 
^rrire  in  Philadelphia,  196.  Ex- 
pected  attack  by  British,  289.  Con- 
tempt of  Capt  Nicholson,  to  Gov. 
Johnson,  328.  Gen.  Howe  in  Chesa- 
peake, 543.    Lands  in,  557. 

Bfatlack,  Timothy,  254,  328,  832,  337, 
355,  357,  364,  469,  485,  487, 507, 602, 
612,  616,  620. 

Maxwell,  Genl^  177.  Proceedings  of 
Congress  in  ease  of,  828. 

May,  Cape,  Channel,  425,  429.  Guns 
for.  346. 

Meade,  George,  and  Co^  61. 

Mease,  James,  appointed  Clothier  GenL 
193 

Mease'  and  Caldwell,  letter,  104, 120. 

Meason,  Capt  Samuel,  445. 

Melchor,  CoL  Iiaaa,  178,  206,  507, 52r, 
584. 

Memorial  of  John  Bayard  aad  Rd. 
Peters,  on  Troop  in  City,  17.  Of 
Committee  for  driving  Cattle,  401. 
Of  Gun  stockers,  733.  Commaador 
Seymour,  434. 

Menonlsts  opposed  to  Militia,  768. 

Mercer,  Brig.  GeneraL  Caanon^ent 
for  by  Council,  41,  67.  •  LettdHHl* 
67,  71.  Orders  to  attend  frmeraL 
222. 

Merlin,  British  man-of-war,  blown  op 
in  Delaware,  721,  722. 

Middletown,  New  Jersey.  Aotion  at, 
158. 

Mifflin,  Fort,  attack  on,  699,  70L 

Mifflin,  Jon.,  making  lumber  into  rafti 
on  Delaware.  86.  Letters,  86,  584, 
594,  596,  597. 

Mifflin,  Col.  Bamnel,  orders  to,  44. 

Mifflin,  General  Thomas,  addresses  a 
Town  Meeting  at  State  House,  77. 
Letter  to,  125.  At  Laaeaster,  128. 
Return  to  Army — arrival  at  Mon- 
mouth, 158.  Announces  to  Congress 
that  Gen.  Washinston  thinks  British 
intend  for  Philadelphia,  358.  Ap- 
pointed with  Mens.  Du  Coudray,  to 
complete  works  on  Delaware,  359. 
Letters,  125,  375,  381,  490,  554.  At- 
tacks  Tories  at  Monmouth,  168.  At 
Morris  Town,  192.  Letters,  125, 375, 
381,  490,  720. 

Miles,  Col.  Samuel,  Letters  to  and  from, 
5. 

Militaij  Affairs,  8,  6, 10, 12, 13, 14, 17, 
18,  27,  33,  34,  43,  52,  58,  63,  80,  102, 
101, 107, 113, 114, 115, 119,  170,  265, 
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367,  SOI,  S2f ,  8S6,  SSS,  8S3, 849,  84S, 
8H4,  369,  884-.S»6,  425,  432,  482, 489, 
4S5,  491,  492,  522,  530,  556. 

HilitU  Law  noticed,  209.  Of  Baeki 
Comity,  822. 

Ifillf,  Franoiff,  Oath  of  Allegiaoee,  15. 

Minor,  Capt  John,  444. 

Mintses,  Franolt,  k^,,  6. 

Mitchell,  John,  lettor  on  prorlBloat  for 
Troops,  62. 

Mittimus  for  Joseph  Richardson,  249. 
Uenrj  Funk,  508.    M.  Immel,  649. 

Mulosworth,  James,  British  Spy,  depo- 
sitions, John  Eldrid|e,  270,  271. 
Andrew  Higgins,  270, 272, 886.  John 
Snyder,  271,  272,  336.  Abigail  Me 
Coy,  275,  278,  290,  836.  Examina- 
tion of  J.  Molesworth,  277.  His 
confession^  280.  Sarah  O'Brlea,  277, 
290,  337.  War  Offlce  to  Gen.  Lin- 
coin  respecting,  281.  AceompUoes, 
281, 282, 315.  Board  of  War,  to  Gen. 
Pntnam,  282.  To  Bzee.  CoonoU, 
290.    Exoeafed,  288. 

Money,  Continental,  Besolres  of  Con- 
gress 00,  126. 

Monmouth  C.  H.,  158.  MiflSin  attacks 
tories  aC^  169.    Onmey,  do.,  177. 

Montgomery,  Fort,  artillery  for,  50. 
Taken,  671. 

Montgomery,  Hugh,  57, 120. 

Montgomery,  ship,  and  other  eontinen- 
fi  vessels  homed  in  the  Delaware 
lor  safety,  740. 

Moor,  John,  letter  from  Fort  Lee,  66, 
135. 

Morgan,  CoL  George,  286, 818,  447. 

Morgan,  CoL  Jacob,  299,  313,  822, 841, 
407,  447,  466,  530, 608,  632,  766, 761, 
767. 

Morris,  Anthony,  wounded,  162.  Or- 
der to  attend  funeral  of,  223. 

Morris,  Col.,  (British,)  158. 

Morris,  John,  Jr.,  letter,  160,  294,  481, 
482, 506, 749.  To  attend  courts,  481, 
506. 

Morris,  Lewis,  851. 

Morris,  Robert,  letters  to  and  from,  28, 
81,  126,  132,  138,  173,  174,  189,  191, 
216,  255,  879,  882,  627,  759,  760. 
Asks  for  a  pilot,  28.  For  a  surgeon, 
254.  Asks  leaTO  of  absence  from 
Congress  to  attend  to  his  priTate 
affairs,  759.    Granted,  760. 

Morris,  Samuel,  C,  letters,  109,  133. 
In  battle  at  Trenton,  162. 

Morris  Town,  Washington  at,  177.  Ar- 
my at,  192,  215. 

Mount  Holly,  skirmish  at,  177. 

Mudfort,  11,  23,  24,  26,  47,  61,  92,  584, 
595,  639,  679,  732.  733,  760,  755, 766. 

Murphy,    Capt,    brave    action    with  | 


hoaCa    froM     Briilah    tmmIi,  Mi 

Opinion  of  Coaneil  respecting,  519. 
Muster  Boll  of  Sloop  Ueuy,  16. 


IVail  Factory  near  Phila.,  proposal  to 
employ  Hessian  priaoners  at,  206. 

Ka«h,  Genii,  to  proceed  with  troops  to 
Billingspori,  419.  Wounded  at  Ger- 
mantown,  646. 

Navy  of  Penna.,  No.  of  men,  ^.  In,  3. 
Pay  of,  30.  Respecting,  106,  IIS, 
119, 126,  132,  138, 169,  205,  293,340, 
878,  402,  425, 429,  4«5, 488, 491, 501, 
504,  510,  521,  538,  642,  590,  594, 602, 
663,  680.  696,  721,  722,  723,  740, 74Q. 
Vesseb  burned  for  safety,  740. 

Navy  Board,  Continental,  319, 346, 4S9, 
491. 

Navy  Board  of  State  appointed,  251 
Letters,  293,  402,  425,  429,  465,  50i, 
604,  610,  521,  538,  543,  590,  594, 6U2, 
746. 

Neilson,  CoL,  attacks  and  eaptarei 
enemy  under  StookioA  at  Lawrenee'i 
Island,  230. 

Nelson,  Thomas,  Jr.,  applies  for  guard 
for  Loan  Office  certittcatai  for  Cua- 
neoticut,  167. 

Nesbitt,  Mr.,  240. 

Nevell,  John,  loiter,  288. 

Nerell,  Thomas^  letter  oil  gun  earria- 
gesf  64. 

Newtown,  Buoks  oo.,  British  soldiers 
to  be  escortod  to,  06. 

New  Jersey,  petition  for  ammunition 
from  City,  80.  Salt  sent  to,  64. 
Hibemia  fomaoe  casting  shot,  can- 
non, Ac,  72.  River  eralt  to  be  n- 
moved  from,  to  Penna,  84  Bridges 
on  Burlington  road  to  be  destroyed, 
95,  238.  Monmouth  a  H.,  158. 
Middletown,  action  at>  158.  Conn< 
terfeits,  239,  240,  327.  MUitia  or- 
dered  to  Join  GenL  W.,  240.  Re- 
speetinicprisoners,  248,  251, 267, 296, 
320, 829,  346.  Water  craft  celleeted 
in,  821.  Guns  for,  846.  Reepeeting 
slaves  captured  with  prisoners,  348. 
Militia  called  out,  359.  Act  exempt- 
ing men  at  salt  works  from  enliatini^ 
764. 

New  York,  committea  senda  prisoners 
to  Phila.,  40.  liarge  No.  of  houses 
secured  for  British  army,  72.  Bril- 
ish  fleet  leaves,  851,  852. 

Newport,  Bel.,  Head  Quartert  at,  698. 

Nice,  Oapt  John,  427. 

Nicholson,  CapL  James,  complaint  of 
QoT,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  against. 
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toif  Mntenpl^  &o  It  dlmi«e4  by 
CongreM,  S28. 

NiooUy  Lewiiy  T.  M.,  lelten  to  and 
from,  7,  S9»  71,  75,  78,  90,  92,  121, 
130, 148,  200,  364, 304, 410, 417, 600, 
004,  608,  012,  019,  031.  Orders,  06, 
121,  122-124»  ni,  184,  201,  210- 
228. 

Northampton  00.,  trooM  to  Join  Wash- 
ington, 116,  623.  Frisonen  from, 
139.  LHtor  to  ahariff,  489.  Wagons 
in,  421.  Sheirif  to  arrest  prethono- 
tarj,  489,  490.    BeMwds,  064. 

Korih  Carolina  troops  to  go  to  BiiUogs- 
port,  418. 

Korthomborlaad,  eondition  of  troops 
a^86.    MiUtia,168. 


Oath  or  test  law,  opposition  to^  427. 
Taken  by  0.  J.  MoKean,  021. 

Obligation  for  appearanoo,  096. 

O'Brien,  Mrt&  Sarah,  OTemination  of, 
337. 

Officers  in  mnaj  and  Kayy,  appoint- 
ments, Ao.,  83,  39,  90,  114, 124,  236, 
206,  284,  293,  303, 366, 366, 396, 401, 
661,738.  Bxohaage  of,  106.  Bank, 
172,  241,  871,  483.  List  of  in  Penn. 
Btoto  Reg.,  318,  341,  628,  696.  In- 
solenee  of,  69.  In  paj  of  U.  €.,  176, 
846.  Address  0^  respeoting  ICilitia 
of  Pennsa.,  180.  To  Assembly,  724. 
Charges  acainst,  760. 

Okely,  J.,  brings  Canadian  Lidian 
from  GenL  0atos,  163. 

Old,  James,  easts  shot,  179,  398. 

Opinion  of  Thomas  MoKean,  allegiance 
and  rights  of  a  freeholder,  400. 

Orders,  to  Saml.  Miflia,  44.  To  Com- 
modore  Seymour,  83.  Of  L.  Nieola, 
Town  Mi^}or,  90, 121,  122, 124,  ISl, 
184,  201,  219-228,  647.  Of  ConncU 
for  intolligenoe  of  enemy,  167.  Com- 
modore Haselwood  to  Capt  Mathews 
with  prisoners,  108.  Of  GenL  Gatos 
for  quartors  for  troops  at  German- 
town,  207.  To  CoL  Meieliar  to  ex- 
amine  and  clear  houses  occopled  by 
troops  in  Phiia.,  216.  To  Capt.  MnU 
len  with  prisoners,  236.  To  Col.  D. 
Broadhead,  283.  Lieatenants,  297, 
321,  304,  371, 379r380,  404, 424, 641, 
646.  To  Col.  Nieola  to  collect  wag- 
ons, 304.  To  8.  Haptor,  '370.  To 
Militia  to  be  ready,  404*  General, 
884-390.  To  Northampton  troops, 
644. 


Paea,  Wm.,  applias  la  behalf  of  J. 
Tilgbmaa,  036. 

Paine,  Thomas,  aeleeted  to  enrespond 
with  Assembly  on  stato  of  anirs, 
069. 

Parke,  Lt.  OoL  Jpha,  181. 

Parole  of  Hongonere,  Ac,  18. 

Patton,  Mi^  John,  letter,  41. 

Pay  of  soldiers,  Ac,  3,  9,  31,  43,  207. 
Nary,  600. 

Penn,  GoTr  John,  prisoner  of  wai^  et* 
oort  for,  478,  484,  611. 

Penaell,  Joseph,  letter,  143, 197. 

PennsyWania,-  men  in  pay  in  senrice 
of;  in  army  and  navy  of;  salaries,  3. 
Troops,  dothing,  13.  Vnmaoes  for 
easting  cannon,  and  quantity  east, 
ZU  <h>otas  of  grain  to  l>e  fhniishcd 
by  each  cc,  182.  Loan  ofBoes  to  re- 
ceive bUls  of  credit  oC  188.  MUitU 
important  serrices  of,  186.  Address 
of  oAoers,  180.  Ciallant  affair  at 
Lawrence's  Island,  230.  Thomas 
Wliartoci,  Jnnior,  eleotod  Preeident, 
and  George  Bryan,  V.  P.,  262.  Fi- 
nances,  204.  Call  for  troops,  319, 
401,  623,  639.  Transfer  oi;  to  Con- 
tinental aerrice,  367.  l>ebtors  not 
to  depart  from,  360.  Stoto  of  the 
treasury,  867,  872,  378,  381,  40OL 
Joseph  Beed  appointed  Chief  Jus- 
tice, 289,  379.  Declines,  379.  Pro- 
Ssal  to  Virginia  on  snlgeotof  boun- 
ry,413.  MiUtU  ordered  to  Ticon- 
deroga,  492.  T.  MoKean  ChUf  J., 
021.  MUitia  to  be  ready,  683.  Be- 
turn  of,  belonging  to  state,  696. 

PennsylTsnia  Board  of  War,  281,  282, 
283,  290,  294.  (Sea  also  Board  of 
War.) 

Pennsylvania  Begiment,  list  of  officers 
in  pa^  of  U.  S.,  170.  Who  want 
commissions,  318.  Cash  paid  for 
recruiting  serrice,  336.  Continen- 
tal, 367. 

Petition  from  N.  J.  for  powder,  30.  Of 
Capt  D.  Wodpper,  for  office,  48. 
Esekiel  Letts,  67.  Stephen  J.  Bon- 
get  for  commission  to  arm,  609. 

Peters,  Bichard,  letter,  dispntes  among 
soldiers,  14.  Memorial  respecting 
troops  in  City,  17. 

Philadelphia.  Stato  of  the  Barracks, 
7,  71,  76.  Troops  in  city,  17.  Plan 
for  protection  of,  17,  38.  Petition 
of  Cumberland  ec,  N.  J.,  for  am- 
munition, 30.  Prisoners  sent  from 
New  York,  40.  Attack  czpectod,  72. 
Minutos  of  meeting  at  Indian  Queen 
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respeeting  ToUfcf,  73.     Nunei   of  | 
■aspeoted  penons,  74.     Town  Meet- 
ing At  Bute  hoiue,  77.    Bamoki, 
78, 184.    Suk  tent  from  Bnuunrick 
to,  70.    Gen.  Howa'i  imy  txpeoted, 
fiimiUet  to  propve  for  romoTalt^l. 
BMolatiflM  of  Cosnoti  of  6»fotj,  SS. 
No  person  to  pass  DeUwaro  River 
withoQt  ft  pAs%  82.    BewlutioM  of 
"  Renl  Whigi»"  aU  porions  to  am 
for  defenea,  83.    QuajnU  and  oOotn 
appointed,  and  distriota  laid  ol^  90, 
92.      Troops,   German-^ taana»  93. 
Orden  of  L.  Nioola,  Town  Ki^or, 
96,  201.    Britiah  loldien  aaoortad  to 
Kewtowtt.  98.    Stata  priaonera  to  be 
rtHOTed,  99.    Yaafela  of  war  in  the 
BeUware,  42,  47,  62,  81,  70,  99,  100, 
198,  US.    Lettara,  Dr.   Jno.  Con- 
Bol^,  fkom  priaon,  101, 130.    Money 
and  papera  aent,  for  aafety,  to  Lap- 
eaatar,    192.      Shopi,    oloiing    and 
ope  ning,  U6.    OrUera  of  Town  Ma- 
jor, 9ft,  121,  122-124,  181,  184,  201, 
219-^28.     Mi^or  Stockton  and  pri- 
aoners  taken  at  Lawrenoe'a  Iiland 
aent  to,  nnder  Mi^or  Boggt,  232. 
Prlsanen  aent  to,  232,  236,  247,  800. 
Heaeian  priaonan  sent  to,  244^  Gen. 
Gatei  in,  197, 247.    CondiUon  of  old 
jail,  266.     Xneasy    axpaotad,  268, 
306.      Prothonotary    Campbell   in- 
qolrai  about  oath,  269.    9.  Phyle, 
narai  oflear,  298.    Bemonatranoe  of 
Coimoil  and  Aiaembly  on  withdrawal 
of  troops  from,  397.    Embargo  pro* 

gisad,  814,  319.  Attempt  to  bribe 
alaware  pilots  throogh  J.  Moles* 
worth,  his  trial  and  ezaootion,  Ae., 
270-282,  336.  Coatraet  for  manu- 
faotare  of  woolena  in,  hj  8.  Wether- 
ill,  842,  866.  Geo.  Henry  dedinos 
as  Lieat,  and  William  Henry  ap- 

E9inted,366.  Ephraim  Bonham  Sub- 
ientenant,  366.  Also  Wm.  Simple, 
366.  Enemy  expected  at,  368,  467, 
469,  471,  472.  Report  on  works  on 
Delaware,  by  Da  Condray,  369, 
Wagona  reqnlred,  364.  €(aa.  Ar- 
nold appointed  to  command  of  mili- 
tia, 868.  Magaiina  required,  382. 
General  ardera,  384*396,  647.  Old 
Logaaian  Library  to  be  cleared  for 
aoldiars,  399.  Celebration  of  July 
4th,  iUaminations,  Ac.,  411.  Mea- 
auaa  for  preaerring  order,  412.  Wood 
for  eflioera  use,  417.  Persona  to  take 
aeoonnt  of  flour,  Ac,  in,  477.  Time 
of  militia  expiring,  486.  Gen.  Howe 
approaching,  ria.  Chesapeake,  643. 
Tories  to  be  arrested,  honaes  searehed, 
661.  Warrants  to  Lientanaots  to 
search  for  arms,  663.  KeprcBcntation 


of  Ohcial  Chnrah,  Hid  SL  Peta^,ii 
behalf  of  Rer.  Thomaa  Coombc,tkea 
a  priaonar  of  war,  4(00.  Phiessdi^gi 
against,  668.  Bakera  to  have  tu- 
longha,  670.  Wagona,  68L  Bt- 
moral  of  Conipraas^  132.  Hsviaa 
pritoaera  aant  to  fraa  Trantoa,  141, 
190,  206.  Complaint  against  gavdi 
extorting  m«nej,  148.  Mora  wsfsai 
not  required,  proapeeta  batter,  IM. 
Priaonan  font  from  Lewes,  Ul 
Ptotast  of  Jamea  Tilgfamaa,  oa  b^ 
half  of  propriatariaa  against  eattisf 
woods  from  Commona,  164^  174.  Ai- 
soeiators,  bmTcry  of^  169.  Ld.  Stir- 
liag  aenda  priaonera  to,  170.  Ricksrd 
Peon's  house  enitable  for  a  atsn  for 
fUmitnre,  178.  Namber  of  aulitis 
in,  178,  and  aiek,  178.  Caanoa  is 
State  house  yard,  180.  Anas  test 
to  be  repmred  in,  184.  Stsadisf 
orders  for  the  garriaon  in,  184.  In- 
portent  serriees  rendered  by  nUi- 
tia  of;  188.  Maryland  troops  aifiTt 
in,  196.1  Addresa  of  OoUege,  ic. 
of,  on  intemptiona  bj  aoldieis,  178. 
Housea  where  troopa  an^  to  be 
daily  risited,  201,  216.  Repeit  oa 
bnildiaga  at  air  fturMoeb  296.  Bx- 
orbitant  prieea  at,  209.  Vaaecal  of 
Gen'l  Mereer,  222.  OoL  Haslett 
and  CapL  Monia,  223.  Wagos', 
489.  Foondry  la  Sonthwaik,  6SS. 
Enemy  exposed,  692.  ContiBenUl 
soldiers  not  to  be  entertaiaed  in, 
819.  Valuable  pabUe  papen  rt- 
mored  from  to  Saaton,  623.  Blank- 
ets, shoes,  Ae.,  to  be  impressed,  633, 

626.  Proriaiona,  Ae.,  to  be  reswrtd, 

627,  630.  MiUtary  Ooart  aurtiil 
on  priaoners^  831.  Enemy  leers 
Philadelphia,  892.  Records  re- 
moved  to  Laaeaater,  749. 

Phyle,  Fredexiek,  Maral  officer  at  PhiL, 
298. 

PUoti)  28,  47,  270-283,  expease  of 
Chevanxdeftiae,428,601.  Attempt 
of  Molesworth  to  brib^  270-2St, 
816, 

Pintard,  Lewis,  letter,  198. 

Piper,  John  CoL,  letter,  149, 438. 

Pluckamin,  Gen.  Waahington  aWl^ 
17L 

Pfaiggy's  town,  Indiana  attack  Virg'a, 
268,  260. 

Potter,  Darid,  asks  for  Salt  for  Bridge- 
town, K.  J.,  88,  letters,  88,  218,  305, 

.  438,  436,  440,  480,  611,  661, 670, 671, 
584,  718,  719,  738, 752,  766.  768» 

Potts,  Jonathan,  360. 

Powder  Mill,  Explosion  of  State,  letter 
P.  De  Haven,  266.  Testimony  re- 
specting, 268,  267,  261,    Magasine  el 


i.  K«TsB*atf  t^fij  tbt 
318. 

Priwwtoa,  BncB7  BdTrari>r  to,  148, 
lf>7,l»B.  WatbtngtoD  hu,  IW.  Bat- 
tle aV  li»,  I«3, 1«8,  III,  310. 

Prisooen,  IT,  9».  ItS,  ITO,  SSI,  133, 
tS*.  141,  MS,  iU,  24B,  1ST,  1«1,  IM, 

.  SH,  817.  SSO,  339. 371,  SBS,  443, 460, 
471,  601,  Sit,  SIS,  fiS4,  6D4,  tUO. 
Belier  of,  441,  S8S,  B(H),  «3D,  S31, 
841.  Ib  mBMiaia  lodge,  681,  684, 68S, 
693,  804,  887,  809.  Of  Wor-In 
ReadUg,31.  PajafoaMiir,3L  In 
.  Briftol,  81.  Ctn  oT,  B3.  At  Carliile, 
T7.  At  Fhilh.,  to  be  r«ma»d,  89. 
Frum  Com.,  Quelirood,  108.  Sent 
to  Phil*.,  13S. 

PriTst(j«n,  CommiltiDnad,  SBS. 

Prosluiatioii  of  Qm.  WaJilBgtOD,  TOO. 
.  PnMtor,  John,  282. 

Proctor,  Major  Thoi.,  lettOTi  to  i  ftom, 
II,  33,  46.  60,  61,  ST,  118,  180,  184, 
.  Ut,  189, 192,  207, 184,338,149,461, 
466.  Ordera  pruonert  to  Jail,  *  ar- 
tut  of  Hn.  Whito,  or.  AppolaMd 
ta  Baglmant  of  ArtUlery,  334.  On 
.     Joinlag  tho  Contlanld  Berrloa,  189. 

FroTiaioiii,  high  prion  of,  867,  870,  690, 
721,  T3B,  741,  744,  148.  Coat  of 
Ilqaor,  741. 

pDalikBHDl  in  Anny,  119. 

pDtDBm,  Daa'l  lattar,  US. 

Pntiuun,  Oen.  liraal,  ordtn  Inmbaron 
Del.  R„  to  ba  Dinde  into  nfti,  88. 
ViiiUFortlfl'd,  130.  At CroanrlokB, 
181.  Lettmrt,  163,  188,  ITO,  177,1(6, 
IDS,  lis.  ISO,  332, 147,  383,  800. 


Qaakara— ReaolDlloni  i  othar  actaof 
CongreH  UKalnit,  S61,  t74,  680.  689, 
69.1,  690,  eoi.  or  Cmucil  agalnit, 
665,  57<,  682. 684,  688,  689,  690,  601, 
693,  800,  601,  608,  600,  612,  012. 


Rank,  antadated  CommlaitDni  not  to 
give,  :171.     ArraDgamaBt  of,  488, 

Baal.  J*Bi«i  latter  rsipaoUDgpriioiuT* 
of  War,  20.  8p««lal  maaMDger,  68. 
Lattera,  30,  08,  13S,  104,  1S8,  »S, 
468,  601.    PratboDotuy,  813. 

Baad,  John,  lauen  to  aud  from  laapact- 
ing  Mnd  Fort,  11,  28,  24, 16,  47,  80, 
84,  91. 

B«adinf[,  nnaaflaaM  raapaating  priton- 
•ri  of  War,  20,  iiO.  Fgmaca  oannoa 
oaat  at,  81.  Latter  (Ma,  139.  Ho»- 
ptXftt,13>.  QiuDtitrafMMli*,S4L 
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PriaoDen  at,  41171  J.  Mania  to  attaod 
CDDrt  at,  4S1.  Faar  ttom  powdar, 
833.  Flaon  of  itorahlp  mad  ai  bar- 
iMki,8S8. 

Kecorda  of  Baeka  Co.,  317,  Taatmor- 
land,  401,  46S.  OiMtn  Co.,  4<S. 
Badfbrd,  838.  NortbanplOB  Oo.,  664, 
To  Lanoaitar,  749. 

BnrnitlDg  ScttIo*  of  IS  PMrnaTlTaBlk 
fisgiiiwnla^  aaih  paid  for,  336,  483. 

Bwl  Bank,  attaok  on,  116,  ISO.  SMla 
of  862,  668,  899,  TOl,  70S,  708,  707, 
799,  719,  146,  148.  Oonnt  Donop 
killad,  899.  Oonuaodora  Haariwood 
Booonnt  of  astloa,  721,  72S. 

Baad,  Jgaaph,  anna  to  b«  lakaB  tram 
■oldian  laariog  anny,  lOS.  fienda 
pciaooan  from  Tnnton,  161.  Ap- 
poiDtAdO.  J., 380,179.  Lallaratoand 
ftom,  100, 181,380,870,691,701,703. 

Komoaittanaa'of  CoodoU  and  Aaacmblj 
to  CoDgrea)  on  thawltlidravalof  Con- 
tinental troopa  £ram  PliUadalpbla, 
107. 

Beport  of  Barraek  Haater  on  iirtj 
houea  left  Ij  Soldlan,  368.  Of  Da 
Condray  on  dabnoaa  on  SaUwan, 
160,  886. 

BeaolDtiona  of  GoDgraaa,  18,  83,  111, 
137,18^,  268,  283,  3n4,.88l,8I0,  811^ 
326,  328,  366,  418,  461.480,  479,481, 
61^628,630,561,  662,  864,676,680, 
£83,689,  690,004,  608,  816,638,  StT, 
647,  B-IO,  67  6,  1178,  TAR.  Of  CoBDOil 
of  Safety,  ao,  84,  116,  184,  317,  699. 
Of  merliDg  of  "  Kcal  Whiga"  at 
Pbiladolpbia,  8.1.  Of  Canabarlacd 
Co..  340.     or  AaiorabI;,  617. 

fiicbardi,  Vm.,  latton,  11,  4T,«^  IBIL 
160, 14S. 

Biobard>oii,CaL17r. 

BiobardaoQ,  Joaaph,  lettara,  384.  Ooan. 
Urfsita,  239,  348,  264,  837,  616.  In 
LaneaalOT,  348.     Uiltimn*  far,  349. 

Biota  at  Laneaiur.  Dangai  to  Mr. 
WIrti  fMm.  188. 

BitMnboaae,  Ban].,  748. 

BittanhDoaa,  David,  laltara,  10, 62, 384, 

867.  Praddai  at  Town  Haaling,  77. 
Boberdean,  DaaL     Eiplanationa,  658. 

Lattan,  839,  660,  178,  718,  738,  7)6, 

TS«,  772. 
Bol>lDion,  Oapt.  laatab,  takaa  a  bitUh 

iloop  of  war,  81. 
Boetack,   man   of  war,   in  Delawara 

Bim,  09,    180,  188,  118,   190,  453, 

868,  711,  723. 

Bope  Walk.     J.  WbartoB'i,  04. 
Houget,  Stephen  J.     PatlUon  for  pdTB- 
tfFT,  569. 
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6t  Clair,  General.    Condoet  al  Ttoon- 

•   4ef«fa,  lo  h%  Imtpdnd  Inio,  401. 

Bt  Peter's  Chureh,  Pbiladeli^ia.  Peti. 
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